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Universalist  faith,  formerly  an  Episcopa- 


1805,  and  by  her  had  two  children:  Ly- 

man, and  Eloise,  now  Mrs.  Madison  An- 
drews, of  Huntington  township,  Lorain 
county.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elnathan  S.  Beckley  lived  near  Cuyahoga 
Falls,  Ohio,  and  then,  in  1842,  came  to 
Huntington  township,  Lorain  county,  mak- 
ing their  home  for  some  years  in  the 
southwest  part  of  the  township.  In  1863  I 
they  moved  to  Rochester  township,  same  i 
county,  where  Elnathan  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1872,  and  was  buried  in  Huntington; 
his  widow  subsequently  made  her  home 
with  her  son  Lyman,  dying  in  May,  1890. 
She  and  her  husband  were  members  of  t lie 
Universalist  Church;  in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

Lyman  Beckley,  the  only  son  of  this  pio- 
neer couple,  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  district  schools,  and  when  fifteen  years 
old  came  with  his  parents  to  Lorain  county. 
They  stopped  for  a few  weeks  with  an  un- 
cle's family  who  lived  in  a single  roomed  j 
cabin  of  the  primitive  style,  with  shake  I 
roof,  puncheon  fioor,  stick  chimney  and  no 
window,  till  they  could  clear  away  the  for- 
est from  a portion  of  the  wild  land  they 
had  selected  for  their  future  home,  and 
build  a shelter  of  their  own.  His  father 
being  in  poor  health,  he  had  a grand  op- 
portunity to  finish  his  education  with  an 
axe  in  the  woods  by  day,  and  burning  logs 
for  evening  recreation.  On  October  26, 
1848,  he  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Sage,  born 
in  Huntington  township,  Lorain  county, 
October  6,  1831.  a daughter  of  H.  P.  and 
Susan  (Mallory)  Sage,  who  came  from  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  to  Ohio  about  the  year 
1825.  Mr.  Sage  was  a valuable  addition 
to  this  new  settlement,  beirmaman  ofcul- 
ture  and  refinement.  He  taucdit  their 
public  schools  and  music  classes;  gave 
lessons  in  the  higher  mathematics  and 
other  branches,  including  theology  in  his 
home.  He  gave  but  little  attention  to 
party  politics,  yet  was  honored  with  several 
offices  of  trust.  He  gathered  the  people 
together  on  the  Sabbath  for  public  wor-  ; 
ship,  as  he  was  a pioneer  minister  of  the  j 


lian.  He  died  in  Huntington  in  1887,  his 
wife  in  1870,  and  they  are  are  buried  in 
that  township. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyman 
Beckley  settled  on  the  farm  he  had  toiled 
to  improve.  In  1863  they  moved  to 
Rochester,  where  he  gave  special  atten- 
tion to  dairying,  and  in  1869,  in  partner- 
ship with  a neighbor,  built  what  is  still 
known  as  the  Beckley  Cheese  Factory.  In 
1876  he  sold  his  Rochester  farm  to  his 
oldest  son  and  bought,  of  D.  T.  Bush,  a 

O' 

farm  adjoining  his  first  location  in  Hunt- 
ington where  he  still  resides.  The  cbil- 
dren,  four  in  number,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lyman  Beckley  were  Alma  R.,  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1849,  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen months;  Harley  O.,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  Ellis  S.,  born  in  1858, died  in  the 
latter  part  part  of  1861,  and  D.  I.,  born 
May  26,  1861,  a farmer  in  Rochester  town- 
ship, Lorain  countv.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and 
in  his  political  sympathies  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  is  a well-known,  highly 
respected  citizen,  a practical  dairy  farmer, 
and  by  industry  and  perseverance  has 
earned  a comfortable  competence. 

Harley  0.  Beckley  was  born  June  6, 
1851,  in  Huntington  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  received  his  elementary 
education  at  the  common  schools  of 
the  district,  afterward  attending  "Wel- 
lington (Ohio)  high  school  a couple  of 
terms.  Up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
worked  more  or  less  on  his  father's 
farm,  chiefly  in  the  dairying  department, 
and  then  entered  the  Beckley  Cheese 
Eactory  under  George  Bush,  which  was 
located  near  his  home,  but  after  two 
years  returned  to  his  first  occupation.  On 
October  4,  1871,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
Beet,  a native  of  the  county,  born  in 
Rochester  township,  a daughter  of  Homer 
and  Charlotte  i Ivelsey)  Beet.  The  young 
couple  then  commenced  housekeeping  in  a 
small  residence  on  his  father's  farm,  rent- 
ing same,  but  which  Harley  subsequently 
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bought.  One  child  has  come  to  bless 
this  union — Chloe  A.,  at  homo  with  her 
parents. 

In  1876  Mr.  Beekley  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Rochester  township,  where  he 


ins?  business  in  connection  with  general 
agriculture,  and  lias  met  with  more  than 
average  success.  In  1892.,  at  a cost  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  he  built  one  of  the  most 
substantial  barns  to  be  found  in  the  south- 
ern portion  of  Lorain  county,  and  by  far 
the  best  one  in  Rochester  township.  In  his 
political  predilections  our  subject  is  a 
Democrat,  taking;  active  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs  of  his  party.  He  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  in  which  he  is  trustee,  and  for 
some  time  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school. 


O SCAR  HERRICK.  In  the  county 
j auditor  of  Lorain  county  we  find  a 
I typical  representative  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  Herrick  family,  of 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a worthy 
member,  comes  of  English  ancestry  who  in 
early  Colonial  days  immigrated  to  the 
New  World,  making  their  first  cis-Atlantic 
home  in  Massachusetts,  afterward  remov- 
ing to  New  York  State. 

Harlow  Herrick,  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  July  21,  1801,  in 
New  York  State,  where  he  received  the 
limited  education  afforded  by  the  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  of  his  home,  and  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  a farmer. 
While  a young  man  he  moved  to  Ohio,  tak- 
ing up  a farm  in  Medina  county,  where  he 
made  his  home  a few  years,  and  then  came 
to  Lorain  county,  where  the  remainder  of 
his  Useful  life  was  spent.  In  Medina  county 
he  married  Miss  Laura  Ann  Briggs,  a native 
of  Massachusetts,  and  to  this  union  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born:  Helen  (Mrs. 
S.  W.  Gott)  and  Rollin,  both  living  in 
Michigan,  the  latter  in  the  town  of  Ed- 


more;  Harriet,  widow  of  Arad  Lindsley, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Ball's 
Bluff  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  (she 
is  now  a resident  of  Carson  City,  Mich.); 
Daniel,  who  died  in  Lowell,  Mich.,  in 
1870;  Oscar,  subject  of  sketch;  Ann,  re- 
siding in  Pueblo,  Colo.,  widow  of  Andrew 
Schnur,  who  died  in  1862  while  in  the 
Union  army;  Byron,  who  died  in  1862  at 
New  Creek,  Ara.,  while  in  the  service; 

1 Henry  and  Eliza,  both  deceased,  at  the 
ages  respectively  of  one  and  one  half  years 
and  three  weeks;  and  Jane  (Mrs.  AValter 
Yeamans),  in  Ionia,  Mich.  The  father  of 
| this  family  died  in  Michigan  May  81, 

! 1891;  the  mother  is  living  in  Ionia,  that 
I State.  Politically,  Harlow  Herrick  was 
! originally  a Whig,  and  on  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  became  a loyal 
member  and  earnest 'supporter  of  same. 

Oscar  Herrick,  whose  name  introduces 
this  biographical  notice,  was  born  in  Pen- 
field,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  April  20,  1838. 
His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  on  the 
home  farm,  a few  months  in  the  winter 
seasons  being  devoted  to  attending  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  where  he  ob- 
tained his  rudimentary  instruction — the 
solid  substratum  of  his  after  study.  In 
! early  manhood  he  became  interested  in 
! watchmaking  and  the  jewelry  business, 

! and  entering  a store  in  Medina  in  that 
I line,  learned  the  trade  in  all  its  details. 

! Having  thoroughly  prepared  himself  for 
| journeyman  work,  he  set,  out  into  the 
I world  with  buoyant  hopes  and  sanguine 
j expectations,  destined  to  be  well  realized. 
He  worked  in  Medina,  Cleveland,  and 
Wellington  (Lorain  county),  at  which  latter 
place  he  opened  a jewelry  establishment, 
conducting  same  some  twenty  years. 

In  1862  Air.  Herrick  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Victoria  C.  Bowers,  a 
model  wife,  one  whose  Christian  spirit 
I and  amiable  demeanor  endeared  her  to  a 
i large  circle  of  friends.  She  was  born  and 
> reared  in  AVellington,  where  she  held  an 
honored  place  in  society.  In  1892,  on  the 
j sixth  day  of  July,  her  pure  spirit  took  its 
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flio-lit,  and  all  that  was  mortal  of  her  was 

t''  1 

laid  to  rest  in  the  quiet  cemetery  at  Well- 
ington. 

Sylvester  Bovvers,  father  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Oscar  Herrick,  was  born  October  1,  1805, 
in  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  lie  married  Miss  Esther  Cheney, 
also  a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
1804,  and  a brief  record  of  the  children 
born  to  them  is  as  follows:  Henry  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Knoxville,  Ten  in, 
durino-  the  Civil  war,  while  in  the  Union 

O 1 

service;  Charles  II.  married  Miss  Emma 
J.  Webster,  and  they  reside  in  Wellington, 
Lorain  county;  Victoria  C.  was  the  wife  of 
Oscar  Herrick;  Hattie  I.  is  living  at  home 
with  her  aged  father,  who  came  to  Well- 
ington  township  about  the  year  1836, 
where  he  encraged  in  farming.  Originally 

CO  O O J 

a Whi  cr  lie  has  of  late  years  been  a Re- 

O’  . * 

publican.  He  is  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Churqh,  has  always  been  a lib- 
eral contributor  to  public  enterprises,  and 
is  a true  man. 

Mr.  Herrick  may  be  truly  classed  among 
the  self-made  men  of  Lorain  county,  and 
placed  in  the  front  rank  of  her  business 
citizens.  He  has  ever  been  a stanch  Re- 
publican, at  all  times  advocating  and  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  his  party.  In 
1886  the  people  of  Lorain  county,  fully 
appreciating  his  well-known  business 
qualifications,  elected  him  to  the  auditor- 
ship  of  the  county,  which  incumbency  he 
is  still  filling  with  characteristic  ability 
and  fidelity.  In  public  as  in  private  life 
he  is  an  exemplary  citizen,  holding  an 
enviable  position  in  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  all  who  know  him. 


EORGE  II.  NORTON.  Thi  s gen- 
tleman, who  for  over  half  a century 
has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Lorain  county,  and 
_ more  particularly  those  of  Penfield 
township,  is  a native  of  Allegany  county, 
N.  Y.,  born  December  18,  18124. 


His  father,  Hiram  Norton,  was  born  in 
1802  in  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  son  of  Joel 
Norton,  who  in  an  early  day  removed  to 
New  York  State,  locating  finally  in  Alle- 
gany county,  where  Hiram  was  reared. 
Here  he  was  married,  when  a young  man, 
to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Greene,  who  was  born  in 
Sodus,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  Greene, 
and  children  were  born  to  them,  as  fol- 
lows: George  II.,  whose  name  opens  this 

sketch;  Edward  J.,  a farmer  of  Michigan; 
Andrew  J.,  of  Clinton  county,  Mich.:  and 
Clarissa  M.,  now  Mrs.  William  Christy,  of 
Michigan.  In  the  fall  of  1836  the  family 
came  to  Ohio,  where.  Hiram  had  come  sev- 
eral years  previously  on  a visit  to  his  par- 
ents, who  resided  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
where  the  mother  died;  the  father  passed 
away  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  Iliram 
Norton  brought  his  family  west  in  a cov- 
ered wagon  drawn  by  a team  of  two  oxen, 
and  after  a journey  of  three  weeks  paused 
in  Cuyahoga  county,  where  an  uncle  of  his 
resided.  The  roads  were  very  poor,  and 
assistance  was  found  necessarv  in  several 
places  to  pull  the  wagon  along.  Mr.  Nor- 
ton rented  a far.m  in  Parma  township, 
Cuyahoga  county,  whence,  after  a resi- 
dence of  two  years,  he  removed  to  Rich- 
field, Medina  (now  Summit)  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  two  and  a half  years. 
Then,  in  February,  1841,  he  removed  to 
Penfield  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  purchased  (on  credit)  sixty  acres  of  land 
at  thirty  dollars  an  acre,  where  he  lived 
four  years,  and  then  came  to  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occurued  by  our  subject,  in 
partnership  with  whom  he  purchased 
sixty-four  acres  at  six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  acre.  A log  house  was  erected 
on  the  site  of  the  present  dwelling,  but  the 
land  was  totally  unimproved,  not  a tree 
having  been  cut,  and  here'  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Norton  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  he  dying  in  1872,  she  on  April  15, 
1887.  They  are  both  interred  in  Center 
cemetery,  Penfield  township.  In  politics 
he  was  originally  a Democrat,  but  later, 
on  the  formation  of  the  party,  became  a 
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Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  While  in  New  York  he  engaged 
in  chopping  and  other  day  labor,  and  also 
earned  a livelihood  by  hunting,  having  in 
his  day  killed  1,000  deer,  besides  large 
numbers  of  turkeys  and  other  game.  Even 
after  coming  to  Ohio  he  killed  many  deer, 
which  he  shipped  to  Cleveland. 

Our  subject  received  in  his  early  youth 
but  a limited  education,  and  was  twelve 
years  old  when  he  came  with  the  rest  of 
the  family  to  Ohio.  He  has  a very  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  the  trip,  as  well  as  the 
various  towns  they  passed  through  en 
route,  especially  Cleveland,  and  he  well 
remembers  the  strife  between  Ohio  City 
(now  the  West  Side,  Cleveland)  and  the 
city  proper.  Locating  with  his  parents  in 
Cuyahoga  county  he  did  such  farm  work 
as  his  age  permitted,  remaining  under  the 
parental  roof  till  reaching  his  majority, 
when  he  hired  out  to  Lathrup  Penfield  at 
eleven  dollars  per  mouth.  In  the  follow- 
ing winter  (1844)  he  invested  his  savings, 
forty  dollars,  in  a tract  of  land  adjoining 
his  present  farm.  On  Hay  6,  1847,  Mr. 
Horton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  M.  Houghton,  who  was  born  May  5, 
1825,  in  Genesee  county,  X.  Y.,  daughter 
of  Asa  and  Tamson  (Bigelow)  Houghton, 
who  came  in  1836  to  Spencer  township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  where  the  former  con- 
ducted a sawmill.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Horton  rented  a farm  in  Spencer 
township  for  one  year,  in  the  following 
year  removing  to  Penfield  township,  Lorain 
county,  on  a small  farm,  living  in  a frame 
house  which  he  had  erected.  After  ex- 
changing land  with  his  father,  he  came,  in 
1853,  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  has 
since  continuously  resided  lie  has  been 
a lifelong  farmer,  and  in  connection  with 
his  agricultural  operations  has  for  years 
been  engaged  in  dairying;  he  now  owns 
one  hundred  acres  of  excellent  land.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  have  been  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Lucy  M.,  Mrs.  C.  D. 

Wilson;  Mary,  Mrs.  Philo  Penfield;  and 


Frank  M.,  a farmer,  all  three  of  Oceana 
county,  Mich.;  Elvira T.,  residing  at  home; 
and  Edwin  II.,  a school  teacher  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  The  present  residence  of 
the  family  was  .erected  in  1861,  and  the 
collection  of  buildings  on  the  farm,  all  of 
which  have  been  erected  by  Mr.  Horton 
himself,  would  be  a credit  to  any  fanner. 

In  his  political  preferences  our  subject 
was  a Republican  until  1888;  since  then 
he  has  been  in  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibition 
party;  he  has  never  used  either  tobacco  or 
spirituous  liquors.  He  takes  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  foul- 
years  as  assessor,  one  term  as  township 
trustee,  and  for  thirty-five  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  he  for 
forty-eight  years,  she  for  over  fifty  years. 
For  over  thirty-three  years  he  has  been  a 
local  minister  from  the  Cleveland  district, 
and  preached  for  years  at  Chatham  Center, 
Medina  county,  prior  to  which  time  ho 
served  at  Brighton,  Wellington,  Hunt- 
ington,  and  various  other  places  in  Lorain 
county. 


F-'AXOH.  In  the  year  1001  there  was 
born  in  England  one  Thomas  Faxon, 
who  immigrated  to  America  some 
time  prior  to  1647,  settling  in 
Braintree  (now  Quincy),  Mass.,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  England,  and  had  three  children, 
of  whom  one  son,  Richard,  was  born  in 
that  country  about  1630,  and  died  in  1674 
in  Braintree,  Massachusetts. 

This  Richard  Faxon  had  a son  named 
Josiah,  born  in  Braintree,  September  8, 
1660,  died  in  1731;  his  son,  Thomas,  born 
February  8,  1692,  died  March  19,  1729- 
30;  he  had  a son,  Thomas,  born  in  Brain- 
tree, February  19,  1724,  married  August 
24,  1749,  Joanna  Allen,  who  was  the  de- 
scendant of  Samuel  Alien  the  emigrant; 
also  the  granddaughter  of  Abigail  Savil, 

the  granddaughter  of  William  Savil  the 
c?  o 
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emigrant.  Abigail  Savil  was  connected 
through  her  mother,  Hannah  (Adams) 
Savil,  with  the  Adams  family,  from  whom 
was  descended  Samuel  Adams,  the  Signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
John  Adams,  President  of  the  United 
States.  [ Vide  Yin  ton  Memorial.] 

This  Thomas  Faxon  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  and  died  in  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  in  June,  1792.  He  had  a son,  also 
named  Thomas,  born  February  19,  1755, 
died  January  3,,  1827.  He  had  a son, 
Isaac  Davis  Faxon,  born  at  Conway,  Mass., 
November  10,  1791,  who,  at  an  early  day, 
came  west  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
died  August  5,  1821.  He  held  several 
township  offices,  and  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  This  Isaac  Davis  Faxon  married 
September  13,  181-1,  Comma  Lewis,  born 
in  Farmington,  Conn.,  December  23,  1789, 
daughter  of  Oliver  and  Lucinda  (North ) 
Lewis. 

Jonx  Hall  Faxox,  eldest  son  of  this 
Isaac  Davis  Faxon,  was  born  at  Aurora, 
Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  June  6,  1815,  and  was 
but  six  years  of  aoe  at  his  father’s  death. 

v O 

He  was  then  taken  to  live  with  an  uncle, 
Oliver  II.  Lewis,  in  the  same  county, 
whence  they  removed  to  Ridgeville,  Lorain 
county,  where  the  lad  was  reared,  being 
brought  up  in  the  practical  lessons  of  farm 
life,  and  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  country  schools  of  that  early  period. 
About  the  year  1837,  John  Hall  Faxon 
proceeded  to  Utica,  X.  Y.,  and  there, 
through  the  kindness  of  another  uncle, 
lion.  Theodore  S.  Faxton  (as  he  wrote  his 
name),  was  enabled  to  attend  an  academy 
in  that  city  for  eighteen  months,  in  which 
he  pursued  a course  of  study  fitting  him 
for  his  chosen  pursuit  of  civil  engineer- 
ing. In  that  capacity  he  was  employed 
on  the  Erie  Canal,  the  Auburn  A Syra- 
cuse Railroad,  and  subsequently  the  Atlan- 
tic & Great  Western,  and  the  Lake  Shore 
& Michigan  Southern  Railroad  in  Ohio. 

On  June  21,  1838,  he  was  married  to 
Esther  Terrell,  of  Ridge vilie,  Lorain  Co.,  i 


Ohio,  who  survives  him.  Six  children 
were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are  stiil 
living  and  are  well  known  residents  of 
Elyria.  Mr.  Faxon  held  many  offices  of 
trust  and  honor,  in  all  of  which  he  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  ability  and  fidelity. 
He  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  in  1810 ; 
was  elected  sheriff  in  1811,  re-elected  in 
1816,  serving  four  years.  He  was  elected 
sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Ohio  Senate  in 
1856,  and  served  two  years.  He  was  ap- 
pointed canal  collector  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
by  Gov.  Chase,  about  1857,  and  served  two 
years.  He  also  served  a number  of  terms 
as  county  surveyor  and  city’  engineer.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  representative  in  the 
Sixty-first  General  Assembly,  and  was  re- 
elected to  the  Sixty-second  in  1875,  where 
he  became  widely  known  as  a faithful  and 
efficient  public  servant.  In  1875  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  but  never  engaged  in  active 
legal  practice.  Besides  these  official  posi- 
tions he  served  for  twenty-one  consecutive 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  a few 
terms  as  mayor  of  Elyria  village.  He  was 
for  a number  of  years  assistant  assessor  of 
Internal  Revenue  for  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 

Air.  Faxon  was  a man  of  pronounced 
opinions  and  strong  convictions,  but  his 
genial  ways  always  made  him  a pleasant 
gentleman  to  meet.  In  his  social  inter- 
course his  worthy  traits  of  character  gave 
him  the  esteem,  high  regard  and  support 
of  his  friends  and  neighbors,  while  his  ex- 
ecutive ability  atid  manly  vigor  placed  him 
high  in  public  favor.  His  sterling  quali- 
ties as  an  honest,  industrious  citizen  gave 
him  the  comforts  of  life  for  which  his 
genial  disposition  was  well  suited;  his 
whole  life  was  one  worthy  of  emulation. 
He  was  an  old  and  honored  member  of  the 
Fraternity  of  Odd  Fellows. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he 
was  president  of  the  Flushing  Coal  Com- 
pany, their  mines  at  Flushing.  Ohio, being 
owned  by  him  and  his  sons,  Isaac  I),  and 
Theodore  S.  Air.  Faxon  died  July  4, 
1891. 
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Isaac  Davis  Faxon,  eldest  son  of  John 
II.  Faxon,  was  born  September  1G,  1840, 
and  received  bis  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  Elyria.  lie  was  connected  for 
thirteen  years,  as  bookkeeper,  with  the 
Cleveland  Herald , and  has  held  other 
positions  of  trust  in  Cleveland  and  else-  | 
where.  He  returned  to  Elyria  in  1878, 
and  until  recently  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits;  he  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  The  Flushing  Coal  Company. 

Mr..  Faxon  married  September  2,  1869, 
Miss  Laura  Margaretta  Briggs,  born  De- 
cember 31,  1845,  in  Painesville,  - Ohio, 
daughter  of  Joseph  "William  and  Harmony 
(Gilmore)  Briggs.  Mr.  Briggs  was  the 
son  of  Rufus  Briggs,  the  eldest  son  of 
Allen  Briggs,  born  April  27,  1756,  in 
Cranston,  Rhode  Island.  Among  the  I 
other  children  of  Allen  Briggs  was  George  ; 
Nixon  Briggs,  born  April  12,  1796,  in 
South  Adams,  Mass.,  a distinguished 
statesman,  governor  of  Massachusetts  and 
member  of  Congress  for  many  years. 
Joseph  William  Briggs,  left  an  orphan  at  an 
early  age,  was  brought  up  in  the  family  of 
his  uncle,  Gov.  Briggs,  and  having,  in  its 
infancy,  become  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  j 
the  Free  Delivery  Letter  System,  he  re-  I 
ceived,  unsolicited,  in  1864,  from  Post-  j 
master-General  Blair  the  appointment  of 
superintendent  of  the  free  delivery  system 
throughout  the  country.  He  entered  upon 
l his  duties  with  the  determination  to  make 

the  system  a success,  and  literally  wore  his 
life  out  in  its  service,  dying  February 
23,  1872. 

Theodore  S.  Faxon,  son  of  John  FI.  and 
Esther  (Terrell)  Faxon,  was  born  in  Ely- 
ria, Ohio,  January  13,  1846. 

His  education  was  obtained  at  the  high 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  went  to  Cleveland,  where  he 
was  employed  as  bookkeeper  in  a whole- 
sale business  house  up  to  the  age  of  t wenty- 
three  years.  He  then  returned  to  his  na- 
tive town,  and  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  furniture,  subsequently  embarking 
in  the  lumber  business,  having  in  connec- 


tion therewith  a planing-mill.  Selling 
out  his  interest  in  this  business  he  became 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  a number  of 
coal  companies,  continuing  as  subh  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  when  in  connection 
with  others  he  oro-anized  the  Flushing 
Coal  Co.,  and  also  the  Brock  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  and  was  elected  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  both  companies,  which  positions  he 
held  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that 
| time,  selling  his  interests  in  the  Brock  Hill 
j Coal  Co.,  he  and  his  father  and  brother, 
j Isaac  D.,  became  sole  owners  of  the  Flnsh- 
j ingCoal  Co.,  of  which  he  became  general 
manager,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1891,  was  elected  president  of  the  com- 
pany, which  position  he  now  occupies. 

T.  S.  Faxon  and  Miss  Martha  E.  Bullock, 
a native  of  New  York  State,  were  united 
in  marriage  J une  20,  1871,  and  five  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows: 
Mary  Belle,  Theodore  E.,  Catherine  L., 
Isaac  Davis  and  Robert  B. 

Our  subject  in  politics  is  a Republican, 
and  he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  served 
with  the  One  Hundred  Days  men,  beino- 
about  eighteen  years  old  at  the  time. 


EARNEST  L.  DISBRO,  seuior  pro- 
prietor and  editor  of  the  Oberlin 
i Citizen,  has  been  eno-aoed  in  the 
newspaper  business  since  1880,  a 
portion  of  the  time  as  foreman  on  the 
Oberlin  JYeics.  In  1883  he  published  the 
Moravia  (Iowa)  Tribune ; for  a time  tilled 
the  position  of  foreman  on  the  Citizen, 
of  Centreville,  Iowa,  and  in  1888  was  for  a 
time  in  charge  of  the  New  London  (Huron 
county,  Ohio)  Record , on  leaving  which 
he  returned  to  Oberlin,  and  four  years 
later  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Oberlin  Citizen , a lively  newsy  paper 
that  in  December,  1892,  bought  out  the 
Exponent. 

Mr.  Disbro  was  born  in  Elyria,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  October  15,  1860,  third  son  of 
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Rev.  Dr.  'William  B.  and  Catherine  M. 
(Hutchins)  Disbro,  the  former  a native  of 
France,  the  latter  of  Herkimer,  N.  Y. 
The  other  children  are  AY.  B.,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Woodward  Lumber 
Co.,  Atlanta,  Ga. ; Della,  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  one  deceased.  When  a boy  the  father 
came  to  this  country,  making  his  first 
home  in  the  Yew  World  at  Marietta,  Ohio. 
He  was  educated  in  Cleveland,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  Homeopathic  College,  after 
which  he  practiced  his  profession  for  sev- 
eral years  in  that  city.  In  1843  he  en- 
tered the  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
was  appointed  presiding  elder  in  the  San- 
dusky district,  and  afterward  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Cleveland  district,  where  he 
officiated  in  the  same  capacity,  his  resi- 
dence during  the  latter  time  being  in 
Elyria,  Lorain  county.  lie  died  in  1865; 
his  widow  now  resides  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  passed 
his  early  boyhood  in  Berea,  Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived the  hulk  of  his  education  at  Bald- 
win University,  in  that  city,  his  father  at 
that  time  being  auditor  of  that  institution. 
He  then  became  identified  with  journal- 
ism, as  already  recorded.  He  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  though  his  paper,  the 
Citizen,  is  independent  in  its  views,  and 
he  is  a member  of  the  Republican  Central 
Committee.  Socially,  Air.  Disbro  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  1885  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eva  E. 
Newell,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  daugh- 
ter  of  Nelson  and  Fanny  (Mungar)  New- 
ell, both  natives  of  Vermont,  who  in  1865 
settled  in  Kipton,  Lorain  county,  from 
Crawford  county,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
died  in  1801;  his  widow  is  now  passing 
her  days  in  Pennsylvania.  To  this  union 
there  is  one  daughter,  Alariou. 

AYhen  the  present  management  assumed 
charge  of  the  Citizen  it  was  a Prohibition 
organ,  with  scarcely  any  patronage  and 
few  subscribers.  A strict  adherence  to 
business  principles  on  the  one  hand,  and  i 
a constant  endeavor  to  place  before  the  | 
public  a model  newspaper  on  the  other,  j 


lation  throughout  the  county,  there  not 
being  a postoffice  in  the  entire  county  to 
which  a package  of  the  papers  is  not 
mailed  weekly.  Independent,  fearless 
and  aggressive,  the  Citizen  occupies  a 
unique  field  in  country  journalism,  and 
demonstrates  the  possibilities  of  energy, 
push,  and  purpose.  By  action  of  the  coun- 
cil the  Citizen  has  recently  been  selected 
as  the  official  paper  of  the  city. 


/YN' FORGE  E.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  phy- 
I IY  sician  and  surgeon,  is  a native  of 
Lyme  township,  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  born  in  1832. 

Dr.  Charles  Smith,  father  of  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Westfield,  Alass.,  and 
was  married  in  New  York  to  Aliss  Alehet- 
abel  Seymour,  a native  of  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.,  born  of  a Puritan  family  of  Con- 
necticut. In  1829  the  young  couple  came 

"Of 

to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  making  a new 
home  in  Lyme  township,  on  Strong’s 
Ridge,  where  he  practiced  his  profession, 
and  cultivated  a farm  of  twenty  acres. 
He  was  a graduate  of  Yale  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  before  coming  to  Lyme  township 
taught  school  for  a time  in  Granville, 
Ohio.  He  became  closely  identified  with 
the  early  history  of  the  county,  assisting 
in  many  ways  in  its  development.  Politi- 
cally he  was  originally  a Whig,  afterward 
a Republican.  As  a Presbyterian,  he  was 
an  active  churchman,  and  for  years  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  was 
an  Elder  in  the  Church.  He  was  a great 
temperance  advocate,  and  organized  the 
first  Temperance  Society  in  Huron  county, 
which  same  was  founded  in  Lyme  town- 
ship, October  6,  1830.  His  home  was  the 
first  one  built  in  the  township  without 
the  use  of  whisky.  lie  was  connected 
with  the  Firelands  Society,  and  wrote  the 
“ History  of  Lyme  Township.”  Dr. 
Charles  Smith  died  Alarch  2,  1861, 
his  wife  in  April,  1854.  Simon  Smith, 
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paternal  grandfather  of  subject,  was  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier  from  Connecticut,  and 
later  settled  in  Westfield,  Mass.  Jona- 
than Seymour,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
was  an  ensign  in  the  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle, and  in  1793  settled  in  Otsego  county, 
H.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1819. 

The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  was 
reared  in  Lyme  township  up  to  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  and  received  his  education 
at  the  schools  of  Lyme  and  Milan,  after 
which,  in  1851,  he  entered  the  Western 
Reserve  College  at  Hudson,  where  he 
graduated  A.  B.  with  the  class  of  1855. 
He  taught  school  some  seven  years — two 
years  (1855- 57 ) in  Tennessee;  had  also 
charge  of  the  Western  Reserve  Teachers’ 
Seminary,  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  and  for  two 
years  was  principal  of  the  grammar  school 
at  Circleville,  same  State.  In  1858  he  ; 
graduated  A.  M.  from  the  Western  Re-  j 
serve  College.  After  leaving  college  he  ! 
attended  three  courses  of  medical  lectures  j 
at  Cleveland,  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  Medi-  j 
cal  College  of  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  j 
in  1862.  In  that  year  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Willoughby,  | 
Ohio.  On  Decern  her  23,  1862,  he  was  ! 
commissioned  assistant-surgeon  of  the  [ 
Seventy-sixth  O.  V.  I.,  and  joined  his 
regiment  at  Arkansas  Post  January  11,  ! 
1863.  He  was  present  at  the  seige  of  j 
Vicksburg,  where  he  was  taken  sick,  and 
was  confined  in  the  Officers’  Hospital  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.  Obtaining  leave  of  ab-  i 
sence,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  resigned 
his  commission.  He  was  then  appointed 
on  the  Government  contract  service  at  ! 
Hillsdale,  Mich.,  as  examining  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Post  Hillsdale.  Here  he  1 
remained  from  July,  1863,  till  March,  \ 
1875,  when  he  went  to  Fremont,  San-  ' 
dusky  Co.,  Ohio,  and  after  practicing  his 
profession  there  some  sixteen  years,  came, 
in  June,  1891,  to  Oberlin,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

In  1862  Dr.  Smith  was  married  at  Ply- 
mouth, Richland  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Brinkerhoff,  a native  of  New  York,  daugh- 


ter of  Gen.  Henry  R and  Sarah  (Swart- 
wout)  Brinkerhoff,  also  of  Hew  f ork. 
Gen.  Brinkerhoff  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  was  afterward  commander-in-chief 
of  the  New  York  Militia,  and  received 
Gen.  LaFayette  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  Hew 
York,  and  member  of  Congress  from  Hu- 
ron  county.  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1846.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have 
been  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Isa- 
bella S.,  a teacher  in  the  high  school  at 
Fremont,  Ohio;  Alice  Gertrude,  attending 
college;  Josephine,  attending  high  school, 
and  Roelif  B.,  assistant  secretary  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Dr.  Smith  in  politics  is  a Republican, 
and  while  in  Hillsdale.  Mich.,  he  served 
as  school  inspector  five  or  six  years.  He 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Ober- 
lin; of  the  Knicrhts  of  Honor  at  Fremont; 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine, 
and  was  secretary  of  the  Southern  Michi- 
gan Medical  Society  two  years.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  is  deacon; 
while  a resident  of  Fremont  and  Hillsdale 
he  was  superintendent  of  Sunday-school, 
and  was  president  of  the  Hillsdale  County 
Sunday-school  Association  at  the  time  of 
his  leaving  that  place. 


B.  FOLLANSBEE,  a member  of 
y the  firm  of  Laundon,  Windecker 
Kj  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  cheese, 
proprietors  of  the  second  largest 
factory  in  that  line  in  Wellington,  Lorain 
county,  is  a native  of  Grafton,  <N.  II.,  born 
April  25,  1830.  John  Follansbee,  his 
father,  who  was  of  the  same  town,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  married  Miss  Eliza 
Potter,  by  whom  he  had  four  children: 
Oifrinda,  who  died  about  twenty  years 
ago;  Daniel,  residing  at  East  Grafton,  H. 
II.;  John  E.,  living  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and 
W.  B.,  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  The 
father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
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the  mother  when  aged  seventy;  they  were 
both  descended  from  New  England  families. 

Onr  subject  received  his  education  at 
the  schools  of  Grafton,  IN’.  IE,  and  before 
coming  west  had  some  experience  as  a 
traveling,  salesman.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  came  to  Cuyahoga  county.  Ohio, 
where  for  some  fourteen  years  he  followed 
the  meat  market  business  and  stock  deal- 
ino\  He  then  moved  to  Columbia  town- 

O | 

ship,  Lorain  county,  where  for  a time  he  j 
again  engaged  in  stock  dealing,  as  well  as  | 
farming  and  the  cheese  business,  after 
which  he  came  to  "Wellington,  same  county,  I 
where  he  now  resides,  engaged  in  the 
prosperous  business  alluded  to  at  com- 
mencement of  sketch.  He  is  also  a part- 
ner in  the  Wellino-ton  Brick  and  Tile 
Works,  another  of  the  leading  industries  ; 
of  Wellington,  and  in  addition  to  the 

o 

cheese  factory  in  that  town  he  operates 
eight  to  ten. others  in  the  county. 

In  1801  Mr.  Follansbee  married  Miss 
Mary  Adams,  of  Columbia  township, 
Lorain  county,  and  two  children  have 
come  to  cheer  their  • home — William,  a 
bright  boy,  who  graduated  with  honor  at  1 
the  Wellino-ton  schools,  and  Howard,  who  i 
is  still  in  school.  In  his  political  predilec-  j 
tions  our  subject  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  i 
socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 


G'HARLES  C.  ENSIGN,  sheriff  of 
Lorain  county,  is  a native  of  the 
I same,  born  in  1863,  a son  of  Calvin  i 
and  Deborah  (Burdick)  Ensign,  both  i 
also  natives  of  Ohio,  but  whose  parents  ; 
were  from  Vermont.  Calvin  Ensign  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  served  as 
sheriff  of  Lorain  county  two  terms- — 1883 
-1887. 

Charles  C.  Ensign,  who  was  the  eldest 
child  and  only  son  in  a family  of  live  chil- 
dren, received  a liberal  education  in  the 
high  schools  of  Elyria.  He  served  as 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  for  six  years  — 
two  years  under  his  father,  and  four  years  j 


under  his  father’s  successor,  dnrino-  which 
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latter  period  he  did  most  of  the  hard  work 
in  the  office.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  was  nominated 
for  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1890  he  was  elected,  taking  office  in  Janu- 
ary,  1891, the  youngest  sheriff  in  the  State; 
he  has  since  been  reelected.  His  long  ex- 
perience  as  deputy  sheriff  makes  him 
eminently  well  qualified  for  his  position, 
whilst  his  natural  ability  is  unquestioned 
and  his  popularity  unbounded.  lie  is 
tall,  stalwart,  athletic  and  brave,  and  as 
assiduous  in  his  duties  as  he  is  loyal  to  his 
county,  State  and  country. 

Mr.  Ensign  was  united  in  marriao-e, 
March  30,  1886,  with  Miss  Cora  F.  Hul- 
bert,  of  Elyria,  a dano-hter  of  James  and 
Nancy  (Fish)  Hulbert,  who  are  natives  of 
Ohio;  and  two  children — Mabel  L.  and 
Walter  C. — have  been  born  to  them. 
Politically  Sheriff  Ensign  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  in  church  connection  he 
and  his  family  are  Baptists, 


HT^HOMAS  G.  CHAPMAN,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Lorain  Times , was 
born  in  Lorain,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
November  8,  1866,  a son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Burk)  Chapman. 

Mr.  Chapman  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  graduating,  and  then  took  a course 
at  Oberlin  Business  Collecre,  where  he 
graduated  in  1884.  lie  then  returned  to 
Lorain,  and  for  a time  was  employed  in 
the  shipping  department  of  the  Lorain 
Brass  Works,  where  he  had  worked  for 
about  a year  prior  to  his  enlistment.  Con- 
cluding to  enter  the  arena  of  journalism, 
he  secured  a position  on  the  Lorain 
Times , which  after  a year  he  bought 
out,  and  since  1886  has  been  its  editor  and 
proprietor.  The  paper,  a weekly,  is  Re- 
publican in  its  views,  liberal,  brio-lit  and 
newsy,  and  Mr.  Chapman  has  materially 
improved  the  facilities  of  the  office  by 
changing  the  old  hand-press  for  a steam- 
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power  one.  Our  subject  Lias  held  the 
office  of  township  clerk  four  and  one-half 
years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S93  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  township,  lie  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  popular  rising  young- 
men  of  his  section  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  served  a 
term  as  secretary  of  the  Lodge. 

!I\Xr.  Chapman  was  united  in  marriage, 
December  28,  1892,  with  Miss  Millie 
Bruce,  an  estimable  young  lady,  who  was 
born  at  LaPorte,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 29,  1872.  ' 


If 


Yf  J . CAIIOOX,  recorder  of  Lorain 
county,  with  residence  in  Elyria,  is 


a native  of  the  same,  born  in  Avon 
township,  May  11,  1837. 

O.  B.  Cahoon,  father  of  subject, 
was  born  in  Harkness  county,  X.  Y.,  May 
25,  1804,  and  when  ten  years  old  accom- 
panied his  father,  Wilber  Cahoon,  to  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  they  being  the  first 
settlers  in  Avon  township,  where  subject’s 
grandfather  followed  farming  the  rest  of 
his  active  life,  dying  there  m 1856;  he  was 
born  in  1772.  On  coming  here  he  had  to 
cut  his  way  eight  miles  into  the  woods, 
and  for  a long  time  there  was  not  a single 
settlement  between  his  place  and  the  town 
of  Cleveland.  He  was  an  Old-line  Whig, 
and  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  elected  in 
Avon  township,  which  office  he  was  hold- 
ing at  the  titpe  of  his  death.  lie  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  his  wife,  Priscilla 


(Sweet),  of  Rhode  Island.  They  had  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  middle  life 
except  one  that  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
O.  B.  Cahoon  lived  in  Avon  township  on  a 
portiou  of  his  father’s  old  property.  In 
politics,  until  the  agitation  of  the  slavery 
question,  which  precipitated  the  Civil  war, 
he  was  a solid  Democrat,  but  hi s views 
changing  he  became  a Republican,  and  so 
remained  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  in 
1881,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  the  father 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 


maturity,  namely:  II.  J.,  Melissa  A.,  Jo- 
seph B.,  Wilber  D.,  Ora  B.,  Burritt  E. 
and  Charles  S. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship, and  reared  on  a farm.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  Forty-second  O. 
Y.  I.  (Garfield’s  regiment),  which  was  at- 
tached to  the  Southwestern  army,  most  of 
the  time  operating  on  the  Mississippi  river. 
Mr.  Cahoon  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Yicksburg,  but  being  seized  with  sickness 
he  was  sent  to  hospital  at  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, where  he  was  detached  and  sent 
home,  to  resume  peaceful  labor  on  the 
farm. 

Mr.  Cahoon  was  united  in  marriage, 
February  10,  1861,  with  Elizabeth  Lucas, 
who  was  born  in  Avon,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio; 
her  parents,  Jonathan  and  Ann  Lucas,  were 
born  and  reared  in  England.  Five  chil- 
dren  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cahoon,  named  as  follows:  Carrie, 
Ella  (wife  of  Don  Johnson),  Fred,  Maud 
and  Anna.  Our  subject  is  a Republican, 
and  in  1891  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
recorder  for  a term  of  three  years.  He  is 
ex-adjutant  of  John  Harrison  Post  in 
Avon  township,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 


| E.  WILLARD,  treasurer  of  Lorain 
k.  | county,  comes  of  Xew  England  peo- 
Y*/  pie  and  Revolutionary  stock,  his 
grandfather  having  served  in  the 

O # o 

great  American  struggle  for  liberty,  dying 
in  1853  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven. 

S.  R.  Willard,  father  of  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  was  a Baptist 
minister.  When  the  son,  J.  E.,  was  yet  an 
infant,  the  parents  came  west  to  Ohio,  first 
locating  in  Bedford,  Cuyahoga  county, 
thence,  after  a sojourn  of  some  seven  years, 
moving  to  Salem,  Columbiana  county, 
after  which  they  lived  in  various . other 
parts  of  the  State,  including  Lorain  county. 
In  1866  the  father  left  the  Baptists,  and 
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united  himself  with  the  Disciple  Church, 
becoming  a celrgyman  in  that  denomina- 
tion.  From  La  Grange,  in  Lorain  county, 
the  family  proceeded  to  Wellington,  in 
the  same  county,  and  thence  to  Minnesota, 
then  back  to  Wellington,  from  there  mov- 
ing to  Summit  county,  same  State,  and 
then  returning  to  Wellington.  for  the  last 
time  as  far  as  concerned  the  father,  as  he 
died  there  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  having  been  born  in  1801. 
In  1829  ho  married  Miss  Catherine 
Trotter,  by  which  union  were  born  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  our  subject  being 
the  third;  there  were  also  two  daughters 
born  to  Mr.  Willard  by  a former  marriage. 
The  mother  of  J.  E.  Willard  was  called 
from  earth  in  1891,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  dying  in  Elyria;  6he  was  of  Scotch - 
Irish  descent. 

J.  E.  Willard,  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  born  August  25,  1836,  in 
Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  and  when  young 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cation. He  was  reared  on  a farm,  and 
lived  thereon  till  ]ie  was  twenty-two  years 
old,  when  he  entered  a dry-goods  store  at 
La  Grange,  Lorain  county,  remaining  there 
four  years.  In  1881  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment as  deputy  treasurer  of  Lorain 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  served  be- 
tween five  and  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  was  appointed  deputy 
auditor,  tilling  the  position  one  and  one- 
half  years.  In  1888  he  was  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  to  his  present  incum- 
bency— treasurer  of  the  county,  and  lie  is 

now  serving  his  second  term,  with  char- 
© 

acteristic  fidelity  and  ability. 

Mr.  Willard  was  married,  June  5,  1856, 
to  Delia  A.  Gott,  a native  of  La  Grange, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  David  and  Emeline 
Gott,  both  of  whom  were  born  at  Worces-  j 
ter,  N.  Y.  To  this  union  three  children 
have  been  born,  viz.:  Minnie  A.,  Kittie  M. 
and  Archie  M.  In  political  sympathies  Mr. 
Willard  is  a Republican,  and  socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  lv.  O.  T.  M.  and  G.  A.  R. 
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During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  Septem- 
ber 26,  1862,  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-eighth  O.  Y . I.,  which  served  on 
Johnson’s  Island,  guarding  prisoners  there, 
and  he  was  discharged  J line  9,  1865.  Mr. 
vv  i 1 lard  was  a schoolmate  of  the  lamented 
President  Garfield,  at  Hiram,  Ohio,  and  he 
subsequently  had  various  business  com- 
j munications  with  him,  having  yet  in  his 
possession  several  autograph  letters  of  his. 


OSES  S.  TENNANT  (deceased) 
was  a well-known  school  teacher 
and  agriculturist  — at  one  time 
cultivating  the  plastic  minds  of 
the  young,  at  another  the  ductile 
soil  of  the  earth.  lie  was  born  May  22, 
1812,  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  the  eldest 
son  of  Selden  and  Lydia  (Allen)  Tennant. 

Selden  Tennant,  father  of  subject,  was 
a native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1787,  and 
in  1793  came  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
with  his  parents.  When  a young  man  he 
bought  land  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  but  not 
long  afterward  he  removed  to  Monroe 
county.  In  1846  he  came  to  Ohio  and 
bought  wild  land  in  Camden  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  he  became  a well-to- 
do  citizen,  farming  being  his  life  vocation. 
In  Otsego  county  he  had  married  Miss 
Lydia  Allen,  who  bore  him  children  as 
follows:  Moses  S.. subject  of  this  memoir; 
Betsy,  who  married  Charles  Kingsbury, 
and  died  in  Michigan;  Alien,  a resident  of 
Kenton,  Ohio;  Lydia,  married  to  David 
M.  Tennant,  died  in  Oberlin  in  1892; 
David  R.,  farmer,  of  Camden  township; 
and  Hannah  M.,  married  to  Moses  Hol- 
comb, now  of  Cass  county,  Iowa.  The 
mother  died  in  1835  in  New  York  State, 
the  father  on  his  farm  in  Camden  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  in  1871.  Politicallv 
he  was  first  an  ardent  Whig,  afterward,  on 
the  formation  of  the  party,  a stanch  Re- 
publican. In  religious  connection  he  and 
ids  wife  were  zealous  Baptists. 
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Moses  S.  Tennant,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  his  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  township, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  father’s  farm.  Being  a studious  boy 
and  youth,  and  having  a natural  inclina- 
tion for  read i no-  and  a love  of  books,  he 
soon  had  himself  prepared  for  the  profes- 
sion of  teacher,  which  he  followed  several 
years  with  pronounced  success.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  he 
came  with  hi$  wife  to  Ohio,  the  journey 
being  made  with  a covered  wagon  and  oc- 
cupying  two  weeks.  They  located  in 
Camden  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
having  out  of  his  wages — about  twelve 
dollars  per  month — saved  a little  money, 
Mr.  Tennant  was  enabled  to  buy  one  hun- 
dred' acres  of  land  at  ten  dollars  per  acre, 
twenty  of  which  were  cleared  and  fenced, 
and  on  which  there  stood  a comfortable 
log  house  with  a brick  chimney,  the  first 
one  of  the  kind  built  in  the  township. 
Soon  after  settling  here,  he  again  took  up 
school  teaching  at  a salary  of  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month,  ‘‘  boarding  round  ” at 
various  places  in  the  district,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1S40  he  conducted  a school  in 
his  own  house,  being  assisted  by  his  wife. 
For  several  winters  lie  assiduously  fol- 
lowed this  vocation,  working  on  his  farm 
the  rest  of  the  year,  but  the  later  years  of 
his  life  he  applied  himself  exclusively  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  made  a 
pronounced  success,  being  a good  manager 
and  financier.  He  died  April  8.  1890, 
and  was  interred  in  Ivipton  cemetery. 
Politically  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a 
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Republican,  and  he  was  an  active  Aboli- 
tionist, a “conductor”  on  the  “Lender- 
ground  Railroad,”  and  many  a fugitive 
slave  found  refuo-e  at  his  home,  where 
lie  and  his  wife  would  not  only  feed 
and  clothe  them  but  also  teach  them  to 
read.  In  religion  he  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
he  held  various  offices,  and  was  an  active 
worker  during  the  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life. 


On  August  1-4,  1839,  Mr.  Tennant  was 
married  at  Clarkson,  Monroe  Co.,  A.  Y., 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Billings,  who  was  born 
there  July  20,  1820,  a daughter  of  Walter 
and  Nancy  (Gillis)  Billings,  and  children 
as  follows  came  of  this  union:  William 

S.,  born  February  7,  1842;  graduated  at 
Oberlin  College;  studied  law  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  practiced  his  profession  many 
years,  becoming  judge  of  the  circuit  court, 
in  Saginaw  (Mich.)  District,  but  was  so 
overworked  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave 
his  position;  and  Lettie  M.,  also  a graduate 
of  Oberlin,  who  married  John  A.  William- 
son (a  graduate  of  Yale),  of  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  and  died  when  thirty-five  years  of 
age.  G.  F.  (a  foster  son)  is  now  paymaster 
on  the  C.  L.  & W.R.  R. ; and  Edwin  A.  (also 
a foster  son),  who  has  charge  of  the  home 
farm  in  Camden  township.  Since  the 
death  of  her  husband,  Airs.  Tennant  has 
continued  to  reside  on  the  home  farm,  and 
visits  her  children  from  time  to  time.  She 
has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
for  the  past  fifty  years,  and  enjoys  the  es- 
teem and  respect  of  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 


rpiIE  POND  FAMILY.  On  July  8. 
1776,  there  died  on  Long  Island,  of 
j camp  fever,  brought  on  by  exposure 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  Ros- 
well Pond,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of 
his  age,  a faithful  soldier  in  the  Contin- 
ental army  under  Gen.  George  Washing- 
ton.  He  had  married  in  Branford.  Conn., 
November  22,  1764,  Miss  Lydia  Rogers, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  viz.: 
(A)  Josiah  C.,  September  27,  1765;  (B) 
Abigail,  December  18,  1769,  and  (C)  Ros- 
well, Jr.,  July  15,  1772. 

(A)  Josiah  C.  Pond  married  Miss  Je- 
rusha  Bull,  September  6,  1792,  she  being 
then  twenty-seven  years  old,  and  children 
as  follows  were  born  to  them:  (1)  Nancy, 
born  at  llarwinton,  Conn.,  November  1, 
1793;  (2)  Sheldon,  born  May  3,  1795, 


' 


f 


r 

I 

| 

Si- 


£. 

* 


| 


(t  X^-'CrlC' 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


627 


died  April  4,  1883;  (3).  Josiah,  Jr.,  born 
December  31,  179(3,  died  on  Christinas 
Day,  1883;  (4)  Jerusha,  born  June  17, 
1799;  (5)  Candace,  born  May  S,  1801;  (6) 
Cynthia,  born  September  8,  1803;  (7) 
Mary,  born  March  4,  1800,  died  April  28, 

1890,  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  (8)  Jonathan, 

born  December  1,  1809.  Of  these,  (1) 
Nancy  married  Covey,  and  died  Oc- 

tober 8,  1826;  her  son,  ’William  C.,  died 
June  7,  1848.  (2)  Sheldon  married  No- 

vember 9,  1831,  Clarissa  Austin,  who  was 
born  February  3,  1804;  she  died  May  15, 

1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years; 
their  children  were  Ellen  L.  (born  Janu- 
ary 18,  1833),  Albert  S.  (born  August  27, 
1834,  died  September  17,  1875),  Mary  J. 
(born  July  24,  1838);  of  these  Ellen  L. 
married  Henry  Pond  November  5,  1851, 
in  Bristol,  Conn.;  Mary  J.  married  J.  H. 
Scovill  December  17,  1862,  and  they  live 
on  the  old  farm  in  Connecticut;  Albert  S. 
married  Hattie  A.  Hari'incrton  November 

14,  1863,  and  died  September  17.  1875. 
(3)  Josiah  Pond,  Jr.,  married  May  5,  1819, 
Acta  Dyer,  who  died  June  4.  1844,  and 
their  children  were  Lucius  Dver,  born 
March  20,  182t);  Mariette,  born  December 

15,  1829;  Flora  Ann,  born  November  15, 

1832,  married  •Ferdinand  Trivoya  Novem- 
ber 6,  1853.  (5)  Candace  Pond  died  a 

maiden  August  11,  1847.  (6)  Cynthia 

married  a Mr.  Belden,  and  died  February 
11,  1861.  (7)  Mary  Pond  married  Augus- 
tus Pettibone,  tv  ho  was  born  May  5,  1800; 
she  died  July  28,  1890,  leaving  five  dauwh- 
ters.  (8)  Jonathan  Pond  married,  but  had 
no  children.  The  parents  of  this,  family 
both  died  at  [Iarwiuton,  Conn.,  the  father 
January  31,  1838,  aged  seventy- two  years, 
the  mother  February  29,  1836,  aged 
seven  ty-one. 

(C)  Roswell  Pond,  Jr.,  married  January 
23,  1800,  Hannah  "Webster,  born  April  14, 
1778,  a daughter  of  Charles  Webster,  of 
H.arwintou,  Conn.,  and  related  to  Noah 
"Webster,  the  Lexicographer.  To  this  union 
were  born  children  as  follows:  (1)  Rjswell, 
born  February  16,  1801,  died  March  18, 
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1819;  (II)  Lydia,  born  July  1,  1803,  died 
February  24,  1889;  (111)  Lew  Anna,  born 
June  30,  1805,  died  in  Torrington,  Conn., 
June  13, 1888;  (I  Y)  Hannah  "Webster,  born 
October  10,  1807,  died  January  10,  1871; 
(V)  Charles  Webster,  born  February  8, 
18 10,  died  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  August  21, 
1885;  (VI)  Martin  Webster  (the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch),  born  March  12, 
1814;  (VII)  Edwin  Loomis,  born  Septem- 
ber 6,  1816,  died  in  the  Sandwich  Islands 
November  12,  1889;  and  (VIII)  Julius 
Roswell,  born  February  11,  1822,  died  in 
Glencoe.  Oregon,  May  25,  1891.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  in  Ilarwinton, 
Conn.,  September  18,  1826,  the  mother  at 
the  residence  of  her  son,  Martin  W.,  whom 
she  was  visiting,  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1854. 

Of  the  children  of  (0)  Roswell  Poiyi, 
Jr.,  (II)  Lydia  married.  May  19,  1825. 
Ezra  Stiles  Adams,  of  Canton,  Conn.,  and 
they  at  once  came  west  to  Ohio,  locating 
j in  Elyria,  then  but  a small  village.  The 
record  of  their  children  is  as  follows:  Mary 
Laura  was  born  September  1,  1826;  Albert 
J H.  was  born  May  8,  1830,  and  died  Octo- 
' ber  23,  1831;  Alfred  Henry  was  born  De- 
{ cember  10, 1832,  and  died  March  15.1833; 
Lydia  Ann  was  born  February  3,  1834; 
George ' Hurlbut  was  born  February  1, 
1837,  and  Ezra  Stiles  was  born  June  4, 
1845.  Of  these,  Mary  Laura  married, 
April  21,  1846,  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  Charles 
E.  Mason,  a native  of  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  born  May  4,  1823.  The  issue  of 
this  union  are  three  children:  (1)  Mary 
Adelaide,  born  in  Elyria,  June  16,  1847; 
(2)  Laura  Isabel,  born  in  Elyria,  February 
4,  1850,  and  (3)  George  Adams,  born  in 
Wellington  (also  in  Lorain  county),  July 
18,  1858.  Of  these,  (1)  Mary  Adelaide 
married,  June  16,  1868,  John  W.  Meaker, 
of  Ann  .Arbor,  Mich.,  and  their  children 
are  John  W.,  Jr.,  born  July  18,  1870;  Guy, 
born  September  6.  1873;  Belle,  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1876,  and  Mazie,  born  November 
30, 1878,  all  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  except 
the  last  named,  who  first  saw  the  light  in 
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the  “^World’s  Fair  City  Chicago.  (2) 
Laura  Isabel  Mason  was  married  June  24, 
1873,  in  Wellington,  Ohio,  to  Schuyler 
Davis,  and  their  children  are  George  S., 
born  in  Wellington,  August  24,  1814,  and 
Roy  Mason,  born  in  Cleveland,  November 
16,"  1879. 

Lydia  Ann  Adams,  second  daughter  of 
Ezra  Stiles  and  Lydia  Adams,  was  married 
May  27,  1850,  to  George  F.  Beil,  of  Can- 
ada "West  (now  Ontario),  and  they  had  one 
child,  Kate,  born  February  11.1853.  Mr. 
Bell  died  August  11,  1872,  in  Mercer, 
Penn.,  and  May  22,  1879,  his  widow  was 
married  to  Nelson  Case,  of  Orangeville, 
Ohio. 

George  Plurlbut  Adams,  youngest  son 
but  one  of  Ezra  Stiles  and  Lydia  Adams, 
was  united  in  marriage  December  25,1868, 
with  Miss  Ad  die  Kemp,  who  died  August 
26,  1874,  and  for  his  second  wife  George 
H.  Adams  married,  May  27,  1878,  Miss 
Belle  J.  Henry,  of  Rockport,  Ohio. 

Ezra  Stiles  Adams,  Jr.,  youngest  son  of 
Ezra  Stiles  and  Lydia  Adams,  was  married 
January  19,  1870,  in  Wellington,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Jennie  L.  McClelland,  of  that  place, 
and  their  children  are  Louisa  M.,  born  in 
Cleveland,  October  20,  1871,  and  Georgia, 
born  March  15,  1873. 

(Ill)  Lew  Anna  Pond  died  at  Torring- 
ton,  Conn.,  June  12,  1888;  she  was  mar- 
ried at  her  father’s  house  in  Burlington, 
Conn.,  December  15,  1825,  to  Edmund 
A.  Wooding,  and  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them:  (a)  Adeline,  born  January 
8,  1827;  (b)  Julia,  born  at  Torrington, 
Conn.,  October  28,  1835,  and  (c)  Mary, 
born  at  Torrington,  February  25,  183S. 
Of  these  (a)  Adeline  married.  November 3, 
1846,  in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  Augustus 
Merrill,  by  whom  she  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Addie,  born  in  New  Hartford, 
November  15,  1849,  married  November 
25, 1868, William  Baber  Gilbert, of  Thomas- 
ton,  Conn.,  and  has  one  child,  Grace,  born 
October  12,  1880.  (2)  Grace,  born  in 

Thomaston,  Conn.,  January  18,  1854,  mar- 
ried December  25. 1875,  Charles  S.  Spald- 


ing, of  Winstead,  Conn.,  and  has  three 
children,  viz.:  Jessie,  born  July  22,1878; 
Anna,  born  August  12,  1880,  and  Ethel 
May,  born  November  14,1885.  (b)  Julia 

Wooding  married  May  17,  1877,  in  New 
York  City,  William  Burtis  Fowler,  (c) 
Mary  Wooding  was  married  at  her  father’s 
house  in  Wolcottville,  Conn.,  November 
25,  1855,  to  Walter  Scott  Lewis,  of  Bridge- 
i port,  Conn.,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
j them,  viz.:  Lizzie,  March  28,  1857  (mar- 
ried to  Addison  A.  Ladley,  of  Philadel- 

•/ 

phia,  Penn.,  January  6, 1881),  and  Charles 
■ W.,  October  16,  1859,  both  born  in  Wol- 
cottville, Connecticut. 

(IV)  Hannah  Webster  Pond  was  mar- 
ried in  Wolcottville,  Conn.,  June  16, 1S33, 

| to  Jeremiah  D.  Root,  and  three  children 
j were  born  to  them  in  Hartford.  Conn.,,  as 
I follows:  (1)  Edward  J.,  born  in  1837,  died 
j March  16,  1842;  (21  Albert  Homer,  born 
June  15,  1840,  died  February  19,  1841; 

| (3)  Frank,  born  in  April,  1834,  and  was 
killed  by  a boiler  explosion  in  New  York 
| harbor  while  in  the  (J.  S.  service,  in  1864 
or  '65,  leaving  one  son,  Edward  Samuel, 
known  as  “Ned  Root,”  born  January  10, 
1855;  and  (4)  Ella,  born  October  15,  i842. 
Mrs.  Hannah  Webster  (Pond)  Root  died 
in  New  London,  Conn..  January  10,  1871. 
Jeremiah  D.  Root  died  in  New  York  City, 
August  6,  1875,  and  both  are  buried  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut. 

(Y)  Charles  Webster  Pond  married 
j October  21.  1846,  at  Smithville,  Canada 
West  (now  Ontario),  Miss  Martha  Smith, 
and  they  had  two  children:  Robert,  born 
in  Canada  July  28,  1850,  and  Ezra  Stiles, 
born  at  Auburn,  Mich.,  February  29, 

1856.  The  mother  died  at  Smithville,  C. 
W.,  in  May  following  the  birth  of  her  last 
child,  and  Mr.  Pond  married  for  his 
second  wife,  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  May  6, 

1857,  Miss  Catherine  Vantiplen,  and  their 
children  were  (1)  Charles  Henry,  born  at 
Brighton,  Mich.,  March  12,  1858,  and 
died  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  December  19,  1881. 
Robert  Pond,  son  of  Charles  Webster  and 
Martha  (Smith)  Pond,  married  May  7, 
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1873,  in  Monroe  county,  Mich.,  Emeline 
II  ungerford  of  Bedford,  Mich.,  and  their 
children  were  May,  born  at  Bedford,  Mich., 
February  5,  1874;  Maud,  born  at  Toledo, 
Ohio,  August  1,  1877,  died  there  Febru- 
ary 10,  1882,  and  Charles  E.,  born  at 
Bedford,  Mich.,  July  15,  1870. 

(VIII)  Julius  Roswell  Pond  married 
July  2,  1850,  at  the  home  of  her  father, 
Royal  Watson,  in  New  Hartford,  Conn., 
Miss  Martha  A.  Watson,  a native  of  that 
town,  born  March  19,  1821,  and  their  chil- 
dren are  Edwin  Watson,  born  June  17, 
1853,  in  New  Hartford,  and  Cora  Lena, 
adopted  by  them  when  one  month  old,  and 
who  was  born  at  New  Hartford  March  21, 
1863;  she  is  married  to  Edward  Bisack, 
and  they  live  in  Norwich,  New  York. 

(VI)  Martin  Webster  Pond,  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch,  removed  with  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Lydia  (Pond)  Adams,  to 
Elyria,  Ohio,  in  1S25,  where,  December 
10,  1S35,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  J.  Sayles, 
of  Mayville,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y..  born 
there  March  26,  1817,  and  died  in  Elyria 
May  31,  1887.  Her  parents  were  from 
Rhode  Isjand.  The  children  born  to  this 
union  were  (1)  Henry  Clay,  (2)  Martin 
Webster,  Jr.,  (3)  Horace  Roswell  Brown, 
(1)  Frank,  (5)  Franklin  Gaylord,  and  (6) 
Lizzie, all  natives  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  the  rec- 
ord of  whom  is  as  follows:  (li  Henry 
Clay  was  born  in  Elyria  September  11, 
1839,  and  March  23,  1865.  married,  in 
Hartford,  Conn..  Lottie  Payne;  (2)  Martin 
W.,  Jr.,  was  born  April  30,  1811,  and 
February  12,  1871,  was  married  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  to  Miss  Fannie  J.  Thrall,  of 
that  city,  their  children  being  George 
Florace,  born  at  Titusville,  Penn.,  October 
19,  1871,  died  at  Colorado  Springs  of  con- 
sumption October  6,  1889.  (3)  Horace  R. 
B.  was  born  October  31,  1812;  in  18.61  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Eighth  Regiment 
O.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  his  father’s  house 
May  11,  1870,  of  disease  contracted  in  the 
army;  he  married  September  5,  1867, 
Jennie  Keyes,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  anu  one 
son,  Harry,  was  born  to  them  August  1, 


; 1868.  (1)  Frank  was  born  April  11,  1818, 

! and  died  of  croup  February  7,  1851.  (5) 

Franklin  G.  was  born  February  25,  1819. 
1 (6)  Lizzie  was  born  February  21,  1851, 
was  married  December  5,  1877,  to  Samuel 
Howe  Bowen,  of  Newport,  Herkimer  Co., 
N.  \ .,  and  their  children  are  Helen  Pond, 
born  in  Green  Spring  August  15,  1878, 
and  Scott  Howe,  born  November  27,  1886. 

Martin  Webster  Pond  received  his  edu- 
{ cation  at  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
: State,  and  the  district  schools  of  Elyria, 
Ohio.  He  then,  at  about  the  age  of  sixteen, 
entered  the  employ  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Ezra  S.  Adams,  as  an  apprentice  to  learn 
the  saddle  and  harness  making  business, 
which  he  completed  in  his  twenty-first 
year,  soon  after  which  he  left  Elyria  for 
the  purpose  of  perfecting  himself  in  his 
trade,  among  other  places  working  in 
Cleveland,  Detroit,  and  Wheeling  (W. 
Va.).  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  returned 
to  Elyria,  and  here  followed  his  trade  until 
j 1852,  during  which  period  he  formed  vari- 
| ous  partnerships:  first  with  B.  F.  Robin- 
\ son,  then  with  Waterman  Morse,  and 
lastly  with  William  Doolittle.  In  June, 

; 1852,  he  started  on  a trip  to  California, 
i via  the  Nicaragua  route;  at  the  Isthmus, 
j where  he  was  delayed  some  three  weeks, 
i he  was  attacked  with  Panama  fever,  but 
i finally  reached  San  F rancisco,  in  a very 
feeble  condition,  however,  after  a tedious 
journey  of  sixty-five  days  in  all.  Gradu- 
I ally  recovering  his  health  he  engaged  in 

. . O 

t mining,  his  headquarters  being  at  Nevada 
i City.  In  June,  1853,  he  returned  to 
I Elyria,  this  time  taking  the  Panama  route, 
and  again  entered  into  partnership  with 
Waterman  Morse  in  the  saddlery  and  har- 
; ness  business,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  Mr. 
Pond  retired  from  the  firm.  In  1858  fire 
destroyed  a building  owned  by  Mr.  Pond, 
and  immediately  he  began  the  erection  of 
a finer  one,  and  upon  its  completion,  in 
January,  1859,  he  resumed  his  old  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued  until  1870,  when 
he  encracred  in  the  manufacture  of  a harness 
pad,  for  which  he  had  obtained  a patent. 
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In  1SG2  he  invented  the  first  successful 
tug  buckle,  to  the  sale  and  introduction 
of  which  lie  gave  much  attention  until 
1870.  A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Pond 
has  filled  many  position  of  honor  and  trust 
conferred  upon  him  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  is  a member  of  the  F.  A xV.  M.,  and 
was  for  twenty-nine  years  treasurer  of 
Marshall  Chapter  Xo.  47.  In  1841 
he  assisted'  in  forming  in  Elvria  a Lodge 
of  the  “ Mechanics  Mutual  Protection,"  an 
Order  that  has  exerted  much  permanent 
influence  for  good  in  the  community.  Mr. 
Pond,  always  a lover  of  education,  was  one 
of  the  most  active  workers  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Elyria  Union  School.  In 
the  improvement  of  Elyria  he  has  taken  a 
conspicuous  part. 

Mrs.  Pond  died  May  31,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  Their  golden  wed- 
ding anniversary  had  passed;  for  more 
than  fifty  years  their  joys  and  sorrows  had 
been  mutual.  Theirs  had  been  a most 
happy  union,  in  which  communion  of 
souls  had  made  the  two  lives  as  one,  and 
the  existence  of  each  as  essential  factors 
of  the  other.  Since  Mrs.  Pond’s  death, 
the  husband  has  lived  at  the  old  home- 
stead, only  waiting  God’s  time  to  be  called 
to  the  final  reunion.  His  health  is  far 
from  good,  and  being  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  Elyria,  not  many  years  will  pass 
pre  the  summons  comes,  which  will  find 
him  ready  and  waiting. 


II.  IIOWK,  familiarly 
known  among  his  many  friends  as 
“Uncle  Hiram,”  for  about  three- 
score years  a resident  of  Wellington 
township,  is  a native  of  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.,  born  October  2,  1816. 

His  father,  David  Ilowk  (“Uncle  Da- 
vid,” as  he  was  generally  known),  was 
1 orn  in  the  same  county,  where  lie  married 
Polly  Bradley,  who  bore  him  six  children, 
as  follows:  Clarissa,  who  died  in  Che- 

nango county,  X.  Y.;  Ely  B.,  deceased  in 


Wellington,  who  was  a justice  of  the 
peace;  Hiram  H.,  subject;  John,  who  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
David;  and  Mary,  deceased  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  was  the  wife  of  Frank  Hamil- 
ton. The  family  moved  to  Xew  York 
State  when  our  subject  was  a boy,  and 
came  to  Wellington  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  when  he  was  a youth  of  eighteen 
years.  They  traveled  by  lake  to  Cleveland, 
the  rest  of  the  journey  being  made  by 
wagon,  and  the  first  house  they  lived  in, 
built  of  logs,  was  12x20,  with  fiat  roof, 
puncheon  floor,  and  without  either  door  or 
window,  curtains  being  hung  up  in  lieu 
thereof.  Deer,  wolves,  and  other  wild 
animals  were  plentiful,  while  human  be- 
ings were  on  the  other  hand  rare,  there 
being  no  family  in  the  woods  at  the  time 
the  Howks  came.  Here  they  carved  out  a 
home  from  the  dense  woods  and  deep- 
tangled  undergrowth,  and  here  the  parents 
pasted  the  remainder  of  their  pioneer  lives. 
Their  farm  was  located  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  township,  very  wild  land  at  the 
time,  and  the  first  brush  pile  in  the  sec- 
tion was  cut  by  “Uncle”  David  ILowk. 
He  died  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  acre  of 
sixty-eight  years,  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  a Whig  in  politics;  he  was  a 
hardy,  active  and  vigorous  man.  His  wife 
passed  from  earth  March  5,  1871,  at  the 
present  residence  of  the  family,  aged  about 
eighty-two  years.  On  the  father’s  side 
the  family  are  of  IIolland-Dutch  lineage; 
on  the  mother’s  side  they  are  of  (Massa- 
chusetts ancestry,  her  parents  being  of 
Lee,  Berkshire  county,  where  they  lived  all 
their  lives. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  but 
a limited  education  at  the  old-time  loo- 

o 

schoolhouse,  as  his  boyhood  days  were  for 
the  most  part  occupied  in  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm— chopping  and  clear- 
ing. He  has  been  a lifelong  agriculturist, 
and  has  met  with  well  merited  success. 
On  September  20,  1843,  he  married  Miss 
Electa  Butler,  born  in  Wheeling,  W.  Ya., 
and  three  children  were  the  results  of  this 
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union:  John,  in  "Wellington,  Lorain 

county  (has  two  children:  Fred  and 

Arthur);  Almira,  who  died  in  1S72  at  the 
home  of  her  father,  aged  twenty-two  years, 
leaving  one  child.  Eddie  H.  Burns;  and 
Grove,  also  in  Wellington  (has  one  child, 
Myrtle).  After  marriage  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  the  old  homestead,  liv- 
ing there  in  all  about  thirty  years.  On 
April  8,  1863,  he  and  his  wife  moved  to 
Wellington  villacre,  and  made  their  home 
there  until  lately,  when  they  once  more 
came  to  their  farm,  a life  of  ease  not  suit- 
ing ‘•Uncle  Hiram,”  as  he  is  a man  of 
perpetual  activity,  and  bright  and  spry  for 
his  years;  in  that  respect  resembling  his 
thirty-three-year-old  horse,  of  which  he  is 
proud,  and  which  is  a wonderful  animal 
considering  his  age.  In  addition  to  his 
farm  our  subject  owns  a nice  property  in 
the  village  of  Wellington. 


JH.  LANG.  The  Lang  family,  of 
which  this  gentleman  is  a worthy 
representative,  and  which  was  at  one 
time  quite  numerous  in  Huntington, 
Lorain  county,  can  trace  their  genealogy 
back  to  Plymouth  Bock. 

The  earliest  known  member  of  the  fam- 
ily was  one  Robert  Lang,  a seafaring  man 
who  came  from  Scotland  as  early  as  1630. 
He  built  a house  at  Portsmouth,  X.  II., 
some  time  between  1635  and  1650,  which 
is  still  standing  in  a very  good  condition. 
It  was  built  of  New  Hampshire  Pasture 
Oak.  The  walls  are  bricked  up  between 
the  studs  with  brick  brought  from  Encr- 
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land,  and  the  nails  were  hand  made.  This 
house  was  occupied  by  English  soldiers 
during  the  King  Philip  war;  was  also  oc- 
cupied by  Governor  Wentworth,  and  shel- 
tered General  Washington  when  he  visited 
New  England.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest 
houses  in  the  New  England  States,  and 
relics  of  it  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
some  of  the  younger  members  of  this  old 
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family.  The  following  line  brings  this 
family  down  to  the  present  numerous  gen- 
eration : 

First  from  Robert  was  John,  then  a sec- 
ond John,  who  was  a Revolutionary  soldier. 
Then  Bickford,  and  a second  Bickford,  who 
was  a captain  of  militia  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  was  born  in  Rye,  N.  IL,  married  Abi- 
gail Locke,  and  settled  in  Epsom,  N.  IL, 
where  he  reared  a numerous  family.  His 
eldest  son  William  was  the  first  to  leave 
the  parent  nest,  and  go  to  what  was  then 
the  “Far  West.”  His  brother  Reuel  soon 
followed,  and  both  settled  in  Huntington, 

' ^ O 7 

Lorain  county,  about  the  year  1821,  being 
among  the  first  settlers  of  that  township. 
David,  another  son  of  Bickford,  followed 
about  1835,  and  the  father  came  in  1833, 
all  of  them  settling  in  Huntington.  An- 
other  son,  John,  settled  in  Ashland,  Ohio, 
where  he  was*  for  a number  of  years  a 
prosperous  merchant  and  business  man, 
and  where  he  died  in  1847.  Benjamin, 
another  son,  graduated  at  Kenyon  College, 
Gambier,  Ohio,  and  was  for  some  time  a 
professor  of  that  college;  he  died  in 
Kansas  in  1835.  David  spent  the  most 
of  his  life,  after  coming  to  Ohio,  in  Hunt- 
ington, a prosperous  farmer,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  his  son  John  in  Rochester  in 
1884.  Josiah  Crosby,  the  youngest  son 
of  this  family,  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  but  was  takeu  sick  and  died  be- 
fore he  had  seen  any  active  service,  his 
death  occurring  in  1861.  Of  the  two 
boys  who  first  came  to  Ohio,  Reuel  was  a 
cabinet  maker,  and  worked  at  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  joiner  for  many  years;  and 
many  of  the  first  frame  structures  of 
Lorain  county  show  his  handiwork.  lie 
was  for  many  years  a local  preacher  among 
the  Methodists.  The  last  years  of  his  life 
he  spent  in  Wellington,  surrounded  by 
many  of  his  children,  where  he  peacefully 
passed  away  in  March,  1891,  in  the  eighty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age.  William,  the  eld- 
est son,  is  still  living  with  his  son  John 
in  Wasioja,  Minn.,  in  his  ninety-sixth  year. 
Bickford,  Jr.,  was  the  only  one  of  this 
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numerous  family  who  did  not  “go  west.” 
He  remained  in  his  native  State,  and  is 
still  living  at  Franklin,  IS.  II.  There 
were  four  girls  in  this  family:  Maria, 

who  marritd  Dr.  Babb,  and  died  at  Man- 
chester, N.  IT. ; Lorenda,  married  to  Kim- 
ball Prescott,  and  died  at  Marinette, 
Mis.;  Sarah,  who  married  Morrill  Chesley, 
and  still  lives  in  Mew  Hampshire,  and 
Abigail,  who  married  Milton  Barker,  and 
died  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  Beyond  this  brief 
review,  this  history  will  have  only  to  do 
with  the  later  generation,  and  with  those 
who  have  been  more  intimately  connected 
with  the  history  of  Lorain  county. 

Of  the  descendants  of  this  family,  only 
the  children  of  lieu  el  settled  in  this  county. 
Josiah  Bickford,  the  eldest,  married 
Lorena  Chapman,  and  for  a number  of 
years  lived  in  Huntington,  where  he  fob 
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lowed  the  trade  of  carpenter;  for  more 

than  twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 

tin,  stove  and  hardware  trade  in  Wellincr. 

ton.  He  served  a term  as  mayor  of  that 

village,  and  by  his  enterprise  and  counsel 

added  much  to  its  prosperity;  for  the 

last  few  years  his  home  has  been  in 

Cleveland;  he  had  four  children — three 

sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  Watson  W. 

and  Charles,  both  in  business  in  Cleveland; 

Eva  A.,  now  the  wife  of  George  M.  Cad- 

well,  a business  man  in  Cleveland;  the 

first-born  son  was  killed  when  a child  by 

the  kick  of  a horse.  The  next  son  is  Jesse 

II.,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  of 

whom  further  mention  will  presently  be 

made.  Cyrus  Welcome,  the  third  son, 

lived  at  home  in  Huntino-ton  till  the  ace 
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of  twenty,  when  he  visited  his  relatives  in 
Mew  Hampshire,  where  he  died  in  his 
twentieth  year.  Louisa  Maria,  the  eldest 
daughter,  married  Peter  S.  Wright,  lived 
a short  time  in  Huntington,  a number  of 
years  in  Oberlin,  moved  to  Vermontville, 
Mich.,  where  he  accumulated  some  prop- 
erty, and  about  ten  years  ago  returned  to 
'Wellington,  where  lie  still  resides.  Mr. 

Wright  was  famed  as  beino-  one  of  the 
© • • . © 
most  ingenious  mechanics  in  the  country, 


He  enlisted  in  the  army  and  served  with 
honor,  and  is  now  retired  in  broken  health, 
on  a small  pension.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren. two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
third,  Grace,  is  now  the  wife  of  Utley 
Wed<re,  and  resides  in  Cleveland.  Esther 
Abigail,  the  next  daughter,  married 
Charles  W.  Horr,  a prosperous  business 
man  of  Wellington;  they  had  a family  of 
four  boys,  the  eldest  of  which  is  a lawyer 
in  Cleveland,  and  the  rest  still  live  in  Well- 
ington. Charles,  the  fourth  son,  died  at 
Huntington  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his 
age.  Olive  Amy,  the  youngest  daughter, 
after  graduating  from  Oberlin  College, 
married  Dr.  Meriden  B.  Lukens,  who 
practiced  medicine  for  many  years  in  Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin,  and  Cleveland.  Ohio,  and 
finally  drifted  to  Dalton,  Ga.,  where  they 
now  reside.  George  Locke,  the  next  son 
in  line,  grew  to  sixteen  years  of  age  in 
Huntington;  then  went  to  Wisconsin  and 
took  a position  in  the  store  of  his  brother 
Jesse,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  Twelfth  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  in  which  he  served  gallantly 
and  faithfully;  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  sieo-e  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  a minie  ball 
being  permanently  left  in  his  right  lung; 
after  he  returned  from  the  war  he  studied 
telegraphy,  and  has  been  engaged  in  that 
occupation  ever  since;  he  is  now  engaged 
in  important  work  of  this  kind  in  the  East, 
with  a residence  in  Boston;  he  married 
Lizzie  Viles,  at  Oberlin,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  now  married  and  residing  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  Merrill  Warner,  the 
youngest  of  this  family,  also  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Huntington,  married  and  settled 
in  Wellington,  where  he  now  resides,  an 
honored  citizen.  He  has  been  many  years 
a member  of  the  village  council,  and  has 
had  much  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  that 
village;  he  has  one  son.  Burton  Lang,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Cleveland.  Five 
generations  of  Lancrs  have  lived  and 
flourished  in  Lorain  county — Watson,  the 
son  of  Josiah, having  two  children. and  Bur- 

ton,  the  son  of  Merrill,  havincr  one.  Bick- 
1 © 


LORAIN  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


633 


ford,  of  the  first  generation,  died  in  Hunt- 
ington at  the  age  of  about  ninety  years, 
and  Re ue  1,  of  the  next  in  line-,  died  in 
Wellington  as  before  stated.  Of  David’s 
family,  Albert,  the  eldest,  died  in  Hunt- 
ington; John,  the  second  son,  lives  in 
Rochester;  Lydia  Ann,  the  oldest  daugh- 
ter, is  now  the  wife  of  Horatio  Horton, 
and  lives  in  Huntington;  Henry,  a younger 
son,  entered  the  army,  and  was  killed  in 
action.  The  names  mentioned  above  com- 
prise all  or  nearly  all  of  this  numerous 
family  who  have  been  identified  with 
Lorain  county.  While  this  family  has  not 
produced  any  great  men,  there  never  lias 
been  any  stain  on  its  moral  character,  none 
of  them  ever  having  been  in  either  Con- 
gress or  Penitentiary. 

Jesse  Hart  Lang,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Huntington  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  December  21,  1827,  a 
son  of  Reuel  and  Amy  (Hart)  Lang,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Hew  Hampshire  and 
Vermont.  He  was  named  after  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather.  Mr.  Lang  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  town,  attended 
school  in  Oberlin  a number  of  years,  and 
enoao-ed  in  teaching  and  study  from  18-14 
to  1848.  On  January  1,  of  the  latter  year, 
he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Fitch,  of  Shef- 
field township,  Lorain  county,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  B.  and  Dolly  (Smith)  Fitch,  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts  and  early  settlers  of 
Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county.  The 
first  two  years  of  our  subject’s  married  life 
were  spent  on  a farm  in  Huntington  town- 
ship, after  which  he  removed  to  Olmsted 
Falls,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  managing  a woolen  factory  for 
five  years.  In  1856,  with  his  young  wife 
and  one  daughter,  he  went  to  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Wis.,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Government,  and  at  the  same  time 
studied  law.  While  there  he  was  a candi- 
date for  the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated, 
the  District  being  largely  Democratic.  For 
ten  years  he  was  there  engaged  in  the 
businesses  of  land  surveyor,  lawyer  and 
merchant.  Returning  to  Oberlin  in  1870, 


he  has  here  since  resided,  engaged  in  the 
profession  of  attorney  and  general  busi- 
ness agency.  He  is  a Republican,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  the  Free-soil  party. 
Socially  he  is  a F.  & A.  M.,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congreo-a- 
tional  Church.  They  had  six  children,  all 
of  whom  died  young,  the  youngest,  Carrie, 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Lang 
published  a work  entitled  ‘‘Childrens’ 
Pictorial  Bible,”  containing  twenty  thou- 
sand illustrations  (seven  hundred  of  them 
being  electro-plates)  and  a topical  analysis. 
He  spent  twenty,  years  on  the  work. 


J|  OHH  MOU  HTAIH,  late  leading  mer- 
chant tailor  in  Elyria,  was  born  Sep- 
J tember  27,  1834,  in  County  Fer- 
managh, Ireland.  His  parents  were 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Carson)  Mountain, 
also  natives  of  County  Fermanagh;  the 
father,  who  was  a merchant  tailor,  died  in 
his  seventieth  year;  the  mother,  who  was 
of  Scotch  descent,  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  live 
children,  to  wit:  William,  who  entered 

the  British  army,  and  died  at  Bombay, 
India;  Christopher,  who  died  in  the  British 
army,  in  Turkey;  Mary,  widow  of  Thomas 
Timmington,  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  John,  our 
subject;  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Charles 
Wilmott,  of  Melbourne,  Australia. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  left  his  native  land  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  Western  world,  and 
coming  to  Canada  completed  his  trade 
with  his  uncle  Joseph  Mountain,  which  he 
had  commenced  under  his  father’s  tuition 
in  Ireland.  In  1859  he  came  to  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  under  contract  to  do  cut- 
tincr  for  a leading  house  in  that  town. 
After  working  at  his  trade  in  various  ca- 
pacities,  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  hie- 
ing imbued  with  the  same  martial  spirit 
that  actuated  his  brothers  to  enlist  in  - the 
British  army,  he,  in  1862,  enlisted  as  fifer 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  O.  V.  I. 
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He  was  mustered  into  the  regiment  as 

O 

drum  major,  and  after  serving  in  the  army 
of  Tennessee,  in  Kentucky,  one  year,  was 
mustered  out  under  an  order  from  the  War 
Department  relieving  all  drum  majors 
from  the  service.  On  his  return  home  he 
worked  at  his  trade  until  1878,  in  which 
year  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself, 
in  Elyria.  Having  become  well  known  in 
and  gained  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  he  soon  found  himself  in 
possession  of  the  leading  merchant  tailor- 
ing trade  in  the  city,  which  he  enjoyed  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  12,  1893. 

In  1853  Mr.  Mountain  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Frazer,  by  whom  there  were 
three  children,  as  follows:  Libbie,  wife  of 
Dr.  P.  D.  Reefy,  of  Elyria;  Minnie,  wife 
of  Herbert  S.  Eollansbee,  of  Elyria;  and 
Carson,  who  died  when  twenty-two  years 
old.  The  mother  died  in  1878.  Mr.  Moun- 
tain afterward  married  Miss  Dora  Dunton. 
One  child — Arthur — was  born  to  them. 
Politically  our  subject  was  a Republican; 
was  also  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


FROE.  JAMES  HARRIS  FAIR- 
CHILD,  ex-president  of  Oberlin 
College,  was  born  in  Stockbridge, 
Mass.,  November  25,  1817,  a son  of 
Grandison  and  Nancy  (Harris)  Fair- 
child.  The  father  was  a native  of  Shef- 
field, Mass.,  born  April  20,  1792,  and  died 
July  31,  1890.  in  the  ninety-ninth  year  of 
his  age;  the  mother  was  born  in  Rich- 
mond, Mass.,  November  29,  1795,  and 
died  August  31.  1875.  Daniel  Fairchild, 
grandfather  of  subject,  removed  from  Shef- 
field to  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  with  his  young 
family,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  busy  life  in  agricultural  pursuits;  his 
wife’s  name  was  Buttles. 

In  1818  Grandison  Fairchild  came  with 
his  family  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  making 
a settlement  in  what  is  now  Brownhelm 


township,  then  a wilderness,  and  here  he 
cleared  a farm  and  passed  the  rest  of  his 
life.  The  property  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family.  Eight  of  the  children 
— four  sons  and  four  daughters- — born  to 
Grandison  and  Nancy  Fairchild  grew  to 
maturity,  of  whom  the  following  is  a brief 
record:  (1)  Charles  Grandison  remained 

on  the  old  homestead,  and  carried  on  the 
farm  until  his  death  in  1884..  (2)  Edward 

Henry  was  educated  in  Oberlin  College, 
and  afterward  beeame  principal  of  the 
preparatory  department  of  same;  at  the  time 
of'  his  death  he  was  president  of  Berea 
College,  Kentucky;  one  of  his  sons  is 
president  of  Rollins  College,  Florida;  an- 
other professor  in  Doane  College,  Xe 
braska;  another  is  connected  with  Berea 
College,  Kentucky.  (3)  James  Harris  is 
the  subject  of  this  memoir.  (4)  Catharine 
Baxter  is  the  wife  of  Chester  A.  Cooley. 
(5)  Emily  Frances  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  M. 
W.  Fairfield;  one  son  is  professor  at  How- 
ard University,  Washington,  D.  C.  (6) 
Mary  Plumb  was  married  to  Cyrus  Bald- 
win, now  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  died  leav- 
ing four  children;  one  of  her  sons,  Cyrus 
G.  Baldwin,  is  president  of  Pomona  Col- 
lege, Cal.;  another  son,  Dr.  James  F.  Bald- 
win, is  Dean  of  the  Medical  University  at 
Columbus,  Ohio;  her  daughter  is  the  wife 
of  Prof.  Cook,  of  Michigan  Agricultural 
College,  Lansing,  Mich.  (7)  Harriet  Eliza 
married  Prof.  R.  C.  Kedzie,  of  Lans- 
ing, Mich.;  their  three  sons  became 
professors  of  chemistry.  (8)  George  T.  is 
president  of  the  Kansas  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, Manhattan.  Kansas. 

O 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  in  part  at  the  schools  of  Brown 
helm,  and  high  school  of  Elyria,  but 
chiefly  at  Oberlin.  The  school  at  Oberlin 
was  first  begun  in  December,  IS 33 ; in 
May,  1834,  it  was  first  regularly  organized, 
and  in  the  following  October  the  first 
Freshman  class  was  formed,  comprising  at 
that  time  the  two  Fairchilds— James  H. 
j and  his  brother  Edward  Henry— and  two 
j others.  Pursuing  his  course  steadily, 
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James  graduated  from  college  in  1838, 
after  which  he  entered  at  once  upon  a 
theological  course,  which  he  completed  in 
1841.  In  1839  he  was  appointed  tutor  in 
Latin  and  Greek  in  the  college,  and,  on 
the  completion  of  his  course  in  Theology 
in  1S41,  he  was  elected  professor  of  Latin 
and  Greek.  In  1847  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Chair  of  Mathematics  and  Natural 
Philosophy,  and  in  1858  he  received  the 
appointment  of  professor  of  Moral  Philos- 
ophy and  Systematic  Theology.  In  I860, 
Prof.  Finney  having  resigned  his  position 
as  president,  Prof.  Fairchild  was  appointed 
his  successor,  and  held  the  position  until 
1889. 

In  November,  1841,  Prof.  Fairchild  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  F. 
Kellogg,  at  Minden,  La.,  whither  her 
father  had  removed  from  Jamestown,  N. 
Y.,  on  account  of  impaired  health.  SJie  was 
a native  of  New  York  State.  This  event 
took  place  before  the  days  of  rail- 
roads, and  the  trip  from  Oberlin  to 
Minden  occupied  several  weeks.  The 
Professor  took  the  canal  to  the  Ohio, 
then  steamer  down  the  Ohio  into  the 
Mississippi;  down  that  river  to  New  Or- 
leans, then  up  the  Red  river,  to  the  Creole 
town  of  Natchitoches,  from  which  place 
he  proceeded  on  horseback  through  the 
pine  forests  seventy-five  miles  to  Minden. 
The  many  incidents  met  with  on  the  way, 
and  to  him  annoying  delays,  are  ofttimes 
recounted  by  the  Professor  in  his  own  in- 
imitable manner.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  eight  children — two  sons  and  six 
daughters — as  follows:  (1)  Lucy  Kellogg 

is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Kenaston,  of  Howard 
University;  (2)  George  Hornell  is  a well- 
known  business  man  and  banker  in  North 
Dakota;  (3)  Mary  Fletcher  is  matron  in 
Baldwin  Cottage,  Oberlin;  (4)  Catharine 
Copley  is  keeping  house  for  her  father, 
her  mother  having  died  in  1890;  ( 5)  Grace 
Augusta  is  a teacher  in  the  art  department 
of  Oberlin  College;  (6)  James  Thome  is 
a professor  in  Tabor  College,  Iowa.  The 
other  two  children  died  young. 


The  life  of  Prof.  Fairchild  has  not  been 
what  might  be  termed  eventful,  but  if  has 
been  a busy  one — a quiet,  yet  progressive 
life.  lie  has  found  time  to  give  to  the 
world  not  a few  of  the  productions  of  his 
pen,  among  which  may  be  mentioned: 
“ Fairchild’s  Elements  of  Theology;”  “ Fair- 
child’s Moral  Science’’;  “Oberlin:  The 
Colony  and  the  College.” 

In  a “History  of  Lorain  County,”  the 
following  is  truthfully  and  gracefully  said  of 
Prof.  Fairchild:  “As  a public  speaker  he  is 
quiet  and  self-contained,  and  though  im- 
pressive, would  not  be  called  oratorical, 
let,  so  fraught  are  his  productions  with 
elevated  and  original  thought,  clothed  in 
a style  clear  and  terse,  that  corresponding 
thoughts  are  awakened  in  his  auditors, 
which  do  not  pass  away  with  the  hearing. 
His  public  addresses  on  special  occasions 
have  uniformly  possessed  so  high  a degree  of 
excellence  that,  almost  without  exception, 
they  have  been  requested  for  publication,. 
That  which  best  expresses  and  explains 
his  life  is — fidelity  to  duty.  He  has  not 
been  ambitious,  or  eager  for  distinction; 

7 O ...  " 

but  lie  has  risen  to  a high  position  in  the 
esteem,  respect  and  admiration  of  a large 
number.  He  has  given  himself  to  his 
work  with  a devotion  which  has  known  no 
abatement.  There  is  found  in  him,  in  no 
ordinary  degree,  both  the  speculative  and 
the  practical.  ITis  mind  grapples  reso- 
lutely, and  works  actively  and  intensely 
on  the  great  subjects  of  thought;  but  high 
thoughts  do  not  so  absorb  his  attention  as 
to  make  him  neglectful  of  the  necessary  de- 
tails of  practical  affairs.  He  is  wise  in 
little  things  as  in  great. 

“ The  prevailing  bent  of  his  mind  is  un- 
questionably ethical.  Though  his  mind  is 
too  comprehensive  to  allow  him  to  be  a 
mere  specialist,  yet  his  favorite  study  is 
ethics.  On  this  summit  of  human  thought 
he  has  long  dwelt;  and  the  result  of  his 
thinking  and  teaching  he  has  embodied  in 
his  treatise  on  moral  philosophy.  This  is 
an  admirable  exposition  of  the  moral  law 
of  love  or  benevolence;  first,  in  its  philos- 


63S 


LORAIN  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


ophy  or  reason;  and,  secondly,  in  its  prac- 
tical application  to  human  rights  and  du- 
ties. In  his  theological  teaching  he  is 

tD  D 

clear,  rational,  and  evangelical. 

“ Under  his  wise  and  discreet  manage- 
ment, Oberlin  College  has  undergone  a 
gradual  and  continual  improvement.  This 
improvement  is,  indeed,  its  natural  growth ; 
yet  it  is  not  spontaneous,  but  must  be  pro- 
moted by  intelligent  effort,  in  which  many 
co-operate.  This  growth  consists  in  the 
enlargement  and  perfection  of  the  course 
of  study,  so  as  to  furnish  a culture  broader 
and  higher;  and,  as  a necessary  material 
basis  for  this,  an  adequate  college  endow- 
ment.” 


F|'  C.  MOORE,  M.  D.,  physician  and 
//\\  surgeon,  is  in  the  van  of  his  pro- 
| I fession,  not  only  in  North  Amherst, 
fj  where  he  has  his  residence,  but  also 
in  the  entire  county  of  Lorain. 

He  was  born  in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  in 
1819,  a son  of  Isaac  and  Philena  (Blish) 
Moore,  natives,  the  father  of  New  York, 
the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  In  1811 
Isaac  Moore  came  to  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
and  took  up  farming.  He  was  there  mar- 
ried, and  in  1831  moved  to  Cuyahoga  j 
county,  thence  in  1836  to  Mentor,  Ohio.  ; 
He  died  at  Farmer  City,  He  Witt  Co.,  111.;  j 
his  widow  passed  from  earth  while  living  , 
in  Cuyahoga  county.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig  and  Republican.  Grandfather  John  i 
Moore  enlisted,  for  six  months,  later  for  ! 
the  entire  service,  during  the  Revolution-  | 
ary  war,  and  lived  to  the  patriarchal  age  j 
of  ninety-three  years;  his  grandmother  ! 
Blish  died  at  the  same  age.  To  Isaac 
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Moore  and  his  wife  were  born  five  sons  ; 
and  three  daughters,  the  latter  of  whom  j 
are  deceased.  The  sons  are  C.  II.,  an  at-  \ 
torney  at  Clinton,  111.,  whither  he  had  j 
gone  in  1841;  Dr.  A.  C.,  subject  of  sketch;  j 
Blish,  a farmer  in  De  Witt  county,  111.,  ; 
where  he  settled  in  1845;  Milan,  a jeweler  J 
in  Farmer  City,  111.;  and  H.  C.,  now  in 
California. 


The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  at  the  West- 
ern Reserve  Teachers’  Seminary  in  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  after  which  he  attended  a 
medical  course  at  Willoughby,  now  the 
Starling  Medical  College  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  then  took  a course  at  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  gradu- 
ating with  the  class  of  1848.  In  order  to 
secure  means  wherewith  to  prosecute  the 
study  of  medicine,  lie  taught  school  several 
I terms.  In  1849  he  commenced  the  prac- 
j tice  of  his  profession,  and  has  now  been 
succes-sfully  engaged  in  it  forty-four  years. 

In  May,  1855,  Dr.  Moore  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Lorain  county,  to  Elizabeth 
Onstine,  a native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.,  daughter  of  George  and  Rosanna 
Onstine,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  who 
in  1820  came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  To 
this  marriage  was  born  one  daughter,  Lulu 
C.,  wife  of  II.  G.  Redington,  of  Amherst, 
an  attorney  at  law,  and  who  is  president 
of  the  Amherst  Savings  Bank,  and  has 
been  mayor  of  North  Amherst  four  terms. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Moore  died  in  March,  1893. 

Our  subject  in  politics  is  independent, 
and  he  is  a strong  temperance  advocate. 
In  1875  he  was  mayor  of  North  Amherst, 
and  he  is  a member  of  the  board  of  health. 
In  matters  of  religion,  he  is  associated 
with  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  one  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Amherst  Savings 
Bank,  and  is  a highly  respected  and  popu- 
lar gentleman. 

© 


CHARLES  W.  JOHNSTON.  This 

gentleman  is  a lineal  descendant  of 
_ / one  of  the  oldest  and  most  powerful 
of  the  clans  of  Scotland,  that  for 
centuries  kept  the  borders  of  that  country 
in  a constant  ferment  of  bloody  strife.  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  in  his  “ Tales  of  a Grand- 
father,” says:  “There  had  long  existed  a 

deadly  feud  on  the  western  borders,  be- 
tween the  two  great  families  of  the  Max- 
wells and  Johnstons.  The  former  house 
was  the  most  wealthy  and  powerful  family 
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in  Dumfriesshire  and  its  vicinity,  and  had 
oreat  influence  among  the  families  inhabit- 
ing  tlie  more  level  part  of  that  country. 
The  Johnstons  on  the  other  hand  were 
neither  equal  to  the  Maxwells  in  number 
nor  in  power,  but  were  a race  of  uncom- 
mon hardihood,  much  attached  to  their 
chieftain  and  to  each  other,  and  who  re- 
sided in  the  strong  and  mountainous  dis- 
trict of  Annandale.  It  was  between  the 
houses  of  Johnston  and  Maxwell  that  the 
last  great  clan- battle  took  place.  It  is 
known  as  the  battle  of  Dryfe  Sands,  and 
was  fought  on  the  river  Dryfe,  near  Locli- 
maben.  The  Maxwells  had  besieged  the 
castle  of  Lockerby  (or  Locherby),  the  fort- 
ress of  a Johnston  who  was  in  arms  with 
his  chief.  His  wife  defended  the  resi- 
dence until  the  approach  of  the  Johnston 
forces.  From  the  superior  skill  of  the 
Johnston  chief  the  Maxwells  were  de- 
feated, and  on  their  retreat  many  of  them 
were  slain  or  mutilated  on  the  streets  of 
Lockerby.  The  chief  Maxwell  had  been 
wounded  by  the  Johnstons,  and  left  upon 
the  field  of  battle  with  one  hand  cut  off. 
lie  had  offered  ‘ ten  pound  ten  1 for  the 
hand  or  head  of  the  Laird  of  Johnston, 
and  Johnston  in  return  offered  to  bestow 
flve-merk  land  upon  any  one  who  would 
brincr  him  the  hand  or  head  of  Maxwell. 

O 

As  a result  Maxwell’s  hand  was  cut  off; 
and  when  the  Lady  of  Johnston  came  out 
of  her  castle  to  see  how  the  battle  had 
gone,  she  found  Lord  Maxwell  on  the  field 
of  battle,  and  knocked  out  his  brains  with 
her  castle  keys.  So  badly  were  the  Max- 
wells cut  up  that  a peculiar  mark  on  the 
face  was  afterward  known  as  1 Lockerby 
Lick.’  ” 

It  was  from  this  same  Lockerby  that 
Peter  Johnston,  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  descended.  He  was 
born  in  Scotland,  in  the  town  of  Lockerby, 
Dumfriesshire,  and  came  to  America  in 
1773.  Before  leaving  his  Scottish  home 
he  received  from  the  magistrates  of  the 
town  of  Lochmaben,  in  the  same  county, 
a credential  paper,  of  which  the  following 


is  a copy:  “ By  the  magistrates  of  the 

Burgh  of  Lochmaben.— The  bearer  hereof. 
Peter  Johnston,  in  Lockerby  in  this  neigh- 
borhood. having  applied  to  us  and  repre- 
sented that,  from  the  inducements  given 
! for  going  to  America,  he  intended  o-oin#r 
j there,  and  desired  a certificate  of  his  char- 
i acter,  therefor  we  hereby  attest  that  the 
said  Peter  Johnston  and  his  family  have 
I Maintained  a blameless  character,  and  that 
: lie  has  honestly  supported  his  family  with- 
j out  being  a trouble,  to  any  one,  all  of 
i which  is  attested  by  ns  upon  proper  infor- 
j"  mation.  Given  at  Lochmaben,  the  Thir- 
tieth day  of  May,  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  seventy-three  years.  [Signed] 

1 Mi  11  Haggan  (Provost),  AV.  M.  Law 
j (Baillie),  John  Dickson  (Baillie).”  In 
1775  Peter  Johnston  was  a lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  army,  and  participated 
during  the  Revolution  in  the  battle  of 
Saratoga  (or  “Stillwater”);  also  was  pres- 
! ent  at  Burgoyne’s  surrender. 

Steven  Cleveland,  maternal  grand- 
■ father  of  Charles  W.  Johnston,  was  a cap- 
' tain  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
' war  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  that  rank 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga  under 
Gen.  Gates;  he  also  was  present  at  the 
\ surrender  of  Gen.  Burgoyne.  He  died  at 
Bennington,  Vt.,  aged  101  years. 

Thomas  Johnston,  father  of  the  subject 
1 of  these  lines,  was  born  in  Saratoga,  X. 

Y.,  August  30,  1777.  He  was  a volunteer 
i in  the  war  of  1812,  and  fought  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Plattsburg.  In  1832  he  came  with 
his  family  to  Ohio,  making  his  first  west- 
ern home  in  Medina  county,  whence  he 
moved  to  Lorain  county,  dying  there  July 
22,  1858.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer,  for 
i many  years  a deacon  in  the  Baptist 
i Church,  and  prominent  in  public  and 
j social  life.  He  married  Susannah  Cleve- 
i land,  a native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  born 
1 October  2,  1781,  and  died  in  Lorain 
i county,  Ohio,  July  19,  1873.  They  had 
i twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to 
: maturity,  our  subject  beincr  the  youngest 
I but  one. 
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Charles  W.  Johnston  was  born  in  Lee 
township,  Oneida  Co.,  hi.  Y.,  June  29, 
1823,  and  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  public  schools  and  in  an  academy.  As 
above  related  the  family  came  to  Ohio  in 
1832,  and  here  young  Charles  commenced 
the  study  of  both  medicine  and  law.  in 
medicine  he  graduated  from  the  Western 
Reserve  College,  and  practiced  the  profes- 
sion six  years  in  Ashland  and  Lorain 
counties,  but  abandoned  the  field  of  Galen 
for  that  of  Blackstone.  In  law  he  studied 
in  the  office  of  Sheldon  & Vincent,  Elyria 
(the  former  of  whom — L.  A.  Sheldon — 
was  afterward  governor  of  New  Mexico), 
and  in  1859  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the 
Columbus,  Ohio,  supreme  court.  In  April, 
same  year,  he  commenped  the  practice  of 
law  in  Elyria  in  copartnership  with  Hon. 
P.  Bliss,  which  continued  till  1861,  in 
which  year  Mr.  Bliss  removed  to  Nebraska, 
having  been  appointed  judge  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. Mr.  Johnston  then  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  lion.  Albert  A.  Bliss, 
brother  of  the  judge  just  mentioned,  but 
at  the  end  of  a year  Mr.  Bliss  retired  from 
the  firm  and  left  for  Michigan.  Our  subject 
then  continued  in  the  exclusive  practice  of 
law,  alone,  enjoying  a wide  and  lucrative 
clientage.  In  1869  he  was  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney  for  Lorain  county,  and  he 
then  received  Hon.  George  P.  Metcalf  as 
partner  in  his  business.  In  1871  he  was 
again  elected  prosecuting  attorney,  posi- 
tively declining  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
again  brought  before  the  convention,  and 
his  partner,  Mr.  Metcalf,  was  nominated  in 
his  stead.  From  that  time  on  Mr.  John- 
ston continued  practice  alone  until  in 
1881  he  formed  the  present  copartnership 
with  his  son-in-law,  James  IE  Leonard. 
The  business  of  the  firm  is  general,  but 
chiefly  in  civil  practice,  and  they  make  a 
specialty  of  the  investigation  of  land  titles. 
Mr.  Johnston’s  law  business  has  not  been 
confined  to  Lorain  county  alone,  for  he  has 
practiced  more  or  less  in  Erie  and  Huron 
counties,  and  at  Cleveland  before  the 
United  States  court,  and  occasionally  in 


the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts. 

In  1849  Charles  W.  Johnston  and  Mary  E, 
Fisher  were  united  in  marriage,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Mary  C., 
wife  of  J.  11.  Leonard;  Martha  L.,  wife  of 
W.  C.  Barnhart,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Elevated  Railroad  Company,  Kansas 
City,  Kans.,  and  Carleton  F.,  in  the  U.  S. 
mail  service  from  St.  Louis  to  Omaha.  In 
politics  Mr.  Johnston  is  a Republican,  and 
a strong  Union  man,  liberal  of  his  means 
both  during  the  Civil  war,  in  assisting  the 
cause,  and  ever  since  those  dark  days,  in 
relieving  the  needy  old  soldiers,  widows  of 
soldiers,  and  their  orphans.  A great  reader, 
keeping  well  abreast  of  the  times,  he  is  the 
possessor  of  a good  library. 


r^HOMAS  GAWK,  leading  capitalist 
of  Lorain,  and  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Lorain  county, 
is  a native  of  same,  born  December 
25,  1829.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  coming  to  this 
country  about  the  year  1822  settled  in  the 
northern  part  of  Black  River  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  carried  on 
farming  with  much  success.  The  father 
died  in  1868  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  the  mother  in  1881,  when  eighty- 
six  years  old.  They  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Thomas  Rad  cl  iff 
and  our  subject  are  the  only  surviving 
members. 

Thomas  Gawn  received  such  an  educa- 
tion as  was  provided  in  the  pioneer  schools 
of  his  boyhood  in  Lorain  county,  and  was 
reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm. 
Apart  from  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
he  followed  for  some  time,  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  shipping  business  early  in 
1862,  since  when  he  has  had  heavy  invest- 
ments in  lake  vessels.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Lorain  Steamship  Company,  and  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  stockholders  in 
some  of  the  best  steamships  that  sail  the 
lakes,  besides  smaller  vessels. 


. i 


LORA IN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


041 


In  1854-  Mr.  Gawn  was  married  to  Miss 
Elmina  Moore,  and  immediately  thereafter 
settled  on  a farm  whereon  part  of  the  town 
of  Black  River  (Lorain)  now  stands,  lie 
lias  seen  in  his  day  both  the  slow  and 
rapid  growth  of  his  section  of  the  county, 
Lorain  developing  from  a village  to  a 
thriving  citv,  and  was  a man  in  business 
here  lone-  before  the  days  of  steam  and 

O •/ 

electricity.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  best  financial  institutions  of  Lorain 
from  their  inception,  and  is  a stockholder 
and  one  of  the  main  supporters  of  the  Lo- 
rain Savings  Bank.  Politically  he  is  a 
lifelong  Republican. 


J I AMES  DAY.  The  family  from  which 
j this  venerable  and  honored  pioneer 
I of  Lorain  county  traces  his  descent 
was  originally  from  Wales. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica was  Robert  Day,  who  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years  set  sail  from  his  native  land, 
arriving  in  Boston  in  April,  1684.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  as  such  his  name  is  found  on 
the  monument  erected  to  their  memory  in 
that  city.  He  married  Editlia  Stebbins,  of 
11  artford,  to  which  union  were  born  two 
sons,  Thomas  and  John.  Thomas,  eldest 
son  of  Robert  Day,  removed  to  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Spring- 
field  branch  of  the  Day  family.  John  re- 
mained in  Hartford  and  was  the  ancestor 
of  tire  Hartford  branch. 

Capt.  William  Day,  grandson  of  Thomas, 
was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Springfield  Oc- 
tober 28,  1715;  went  to  sea  in  his  boy- 
hood, and  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
seafarino-  business.  He  was  in  the  service 

I 

durincr  the  French  war,  holdino-  a com  mis- 
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sion  under  the  British  Government.  His 
vessel  was  captured  on  one  occasion,  and 
he  was  carried  a prisoner  to  France,  where 
lie  was  confined  in  prison  two  years. 
When  he  was  released  he  begged  to  be  al- 
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lowed  the  privilege  of  taking  his  old  boots 
with  him,  which  was  granted,  and  why  he 
was  so  desirous  of  having  them  with  him 
was  because  the  heels  were  filled  with 
English  guineas.  For  meritorious  ser- 
vice during  the  war  in  capturing  four 
French  frigates  and  bringing  them  into 
Plymouth  harbor,  Capt.  Day  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Admiralty  of  England  with 
a large  painting  by  Copley,  commemora- 
tive of  the  event.  “ He  is  represented 
standing  on  the  deck  of  his  ship,  spyglass 
in  hand,  calmly  viewing  the  scene  with  the 
conscious  pride  of  a victorious  hero  swell- 
ing his  breast  and  lighting  up  his  fea- 
tures.”  When  about  fifty-five  years  old 
Capt.  Day  left  the  ocean,  locating  in  Shef- 
field, Mass.,  and  married  Rhoda  Hubbell, 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to  which  union  were 
born  four  sons  and  a daughter.  He  died 
March  22,  1797. 

John  Day,  father  of  James.  Day,  was 
born  in  Sheffield,  Mass.,  February  8,  1774, 
and  was  a lifeloncr  farmer.  When  twenty 
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years  of  age  he  married  Lydia  Austin, 
daughter  of  Joab  Austin,  of  Sheffield. 
Her  grandparents  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Sheffield,  Mass.,  making  their 
wedding  journey  on  horseback  from  West- 
field,  Mass.,  over  the  hills  to  their  new 
home  in  the  wilderness,  the  bride  takino- 
her  bed  on  her  horse  with  her.  John  Day 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  eleven 
ofwhoin  lived  to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
and  nine  of  them  to  the  age  of  threescore 
years  and  ten. 

James  ‘Day,  the  seventh  child  of  this 
family,  was  born  August  27,  1807,  in  the 
old  home  on  Brush  hill  in  Sheffield,  Mass., 
and  spent  nine  years  of  his  life  among  the 
Berkshire  hills.  In  January,  1815,  his 
father  and  Jabez  Burrell,  also  of  Sheffield, 
purchased  of  Gen.  William  Hart,  of  Say- 
brook,  Conn  , the  township  now  known  as 
Sheffield,  Lorain  Co.,  (Ohio.  In  June  of 
that  year  they  explored  the  township,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1816  John  Day  removed 
his  family  to  Ohio,  arriving  July  27,  and. 
locating  at  -the  center  of  Sheffield.  He 
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died  October  8,  1827,  at  the  age  of  fifty-  j 
three;  his  widow  died  October  9,  1854, 
aged  fourscore  years. 

James  Day  attended  the  first  school 
taught  in  Sheffield  by  Dr.  Preston  Pond, 
of  Keene,  R.  H.,  in  the  winter  of  1817- 
18,  and  for  a number  of  years  afterward 
attended  school  in  the  winter,  but  nat- 
urally his  education  was  more  highly 
developed  in  the  line  of  hunting  and 
fishing,  and  the  lore  of  the  unbroken 
forest.  While  a mere  boy  he  went  many 
long  journeys  on  horseback  through  the 
lonely  forest  trails  to  mill,  carrying  the  | 
grist  tied  to  his  saddle.  There  was  a mill 
at  the  center  of  Ridgeville.  and  another  on 
Beaver  Creek  in  Black  River  township,  in 
1816,  and  later  one  in  Elyria.  Mr.  Day 
looks  back  on  the  experiences  of  those 
early  days  as  the  happiest  of  his  life. 
After  his  father’s  death  he  took  charge  of 
the  old  farm  for  a number  of  years,  and 
then  settled  on  a farm  of  his  own.  Ten 
years  of  his  active  life,  from  1845  to  1855, 
were  spent  in  the  lumber  business  in  com- 
pany with  his  brothers,  William  and  Aor- 
man,  and  William  II.  Root.  Their  mill 
on  French  creek  was  swept  away  by  flood, 
and  never  rebuilt.  In  later  life  he  has 
had  ample  leisure  for  reading  and  the  en- 
joyments of  life.  Ilis  life  has  always  been 
identified  with  that  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  the  Center  of  Sheffield,  he  having 
been  a member  since  early  manhood,  and  a 
constant  attendant  since  it  was  first  formed 
by  Rev.  Alvin  Hyde,  assisted  by  Rev. 
William  Williams,  May  1,  1818.  This  is 
the  oldest  Church  in  the  county,  and  one 
of  the  oldest  in  northern  Ohio.  In  his 
political  preferences  Mr.  Day  was  first  a 
VVhig,  and  since  the  formation  of  the 
party  has  been  a stanch  Republican,  tak- 
ing an  active  interest  in  politics. 

In  June,  1870,  in  company  with  three 
others  who  came  from  Sheffield,  Mass.,  as 
boys,  in  1816,  he  revisited  his  native  town 
to  attend  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  a town  meeting  held  June  18,  1876,  of 
which  his  grandfather,  Capt.  William 


Day,  was  moderator,  at  which  the  people 
of  Sheffield  pledged  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes to  support  the  Continental  Con- 
gress in  any  measures  they  might  see 
fit  to  take  toward  declaring  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Colonies. 

James  Day  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  Ann  Eliza  Austin,  a native  of  Shef- 
field, Mass.,  born  March  15,  1815,  and  to 
this  union  came  eight  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  She  died  January  13, 
1873,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  During  a 
long  life  Mr.  Day  has  enjoyed  the  respect 
and  "regard  of  a laro-e  circle  of  friends, 
many  of  whom  have  known  him  from  boy- 
hood, and  have  watched  with  him  the  won- 
derful development  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve; a development  in  which  they  have 
an  active  interest,  since  with  it  then- 
whole  lives  have  been  identified.  The 
Western  Reserve  may  well  be  considered 
a monument  to  the  early  pioneers,  whose 
industry,  integrity  and  steadfast  purpose 
have  helped  to  make  it  what  it  is. 


J[  V.  SAMPSELL,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
k rd  most  successful  physicians  of  Lorain 
\J)  county,  having  his  residence  in  Ely- 
ria, is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Ash- 
land county,  May  19,  1850,  a son  of  Dr. 
J.  B.  F.  and  Catherine  (Luther)  Sampsell, 
both  now  deceased. 

The  Sampsells  in  Ohio  are  descended 
from  an  old  Maryland  German  family, 
who  became  early  settlers  of  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio.  Dr.  J.  B.  F.  Sampsell  has 
four  brothers  and  eight  cousins,  all  physi- 
cians of  repute,  while  our  subject’s  mater- 
nal grandfather  was  an  M.  D.,  in  addition 
to  which  he  has  four  cousins  physicians, 
and  one  of  his  lady  cousins  is  married  to 
a member  of  the  profession. 

Dr.  J.  A".  Sampsell  was  reared  in  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  receiving  his  elemen- 
tary education  at  the  common  schools,  and 
then  took  a course  of  study  at  Bethany, 
W.  Ara.  After  reading  medicine  for  a 
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time  with  an  uncle,  our  subject  entered 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
at  which  institution,  in  the  class  of  1876- 
77,  he  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  in 
the  latter  year  he  commenced  the  general 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Elyria,  where 
he  has  since  built  up  an  enviable  busi- 
ness, even  yet  on  the  increase,  his  ride  tak- 
ing him  for  many  miles  into  the  country, 
in  addition  to  his  city  practice.  Recently 
he  took  a post-graduate  course  at  the  New 
York  Polyclinic. 

On  June  17,  18S0,  Dr.  Sampsell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Leonnetta 

O 

Nichols,  of  Elyria,  whose  father  was  born 
in  Ohio,  the  mother  coming  from  Jeffer- 
son county,  N.  Y.  lie  is  amemberot  the 
Rational  Board  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, and  is  physician  and  surgeon  for 
the  Cleveland, Lorain  & Wheeling  Railroad 
Co.  He  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter;  in  politics  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  during  the  Cleve- 
land administration  he  was  president  of  the 
local  board  of  pension  examiners. 


[f  IRAM  TILLOTSON,  a leading,  re- 
presentative agriculturist  of  Hunt- 
ington township,  is  a native  of 
same,  born  March  9,  1825,  a son 
of  Daniel  Tillotson,  who  was  born 
January  5,  1794,  on  Wyalusing  creek, 
Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Tillotson,  father  of  Daniel,  was  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker,  the  old  hammer  he 
used  in  his  work  being  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  grandson,  Hiram.  In  Henri- 
etta township,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  \ .,  Daniel 
married  Lovisa  Sage,  born  October  5, 
1795,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Polly  (Rice) 
Sage,  who  became  the  second  settlers  of 
Huntington  township,  Lorain  county,  the 
first  being  the  Labories.  In  June,  1818, 
Daniel  Tillotson,  with  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren— Chloe  and  Sally — came  to  Hunting- 
ton  township,  they  Being  the  fourth  family 
to  arrive.  Joseph  Sage,  a brother  of  Isaac 


| Sage,  already  mentioned,  owned  a large 
I tract  of  land  in  Huntington  township,  and 
\ from  him  Daniel  Tillotson  bomdit  a few 
acres  in  the  woods,  where  yet  roamed  the 
Indian  and  wild  animals — deer,  turkeys, 
bears  and  wolves  being  frequently  seen. 
In  the  new  home,  a log  house  having  been 
built,  were  born  the  rest  of  Daniel  T i llot- 
son’s  children,  namely:  Enos  S.,  who  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  township,  the  date  of  his  birth  be- 
ing December  18,  1818  (he  died  in  Michi- 
gan, December  5,  1872);  Sophronia,  now 
i tlie  widow  of  E.  D.  Calkins,  living  in 
Wellington;  Alvin,  born  in  Sullivan  town- 
ship,  now  of  Olivet,  Midi.;  Hiram,  subject 
of  sketch:  Lucetta,  who  married  Hamilton 
Fisher,  and  died  in  Brighton;  Jennette, 
who  married  John  Halleck,  and  died  in 
| Rochester  township,  Lorain  county ; Hulda 
| Ann,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Baird,  of  Welling- 
I ton;  Lucy  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
| years;  Harriet  C.,  also  deceased  at  the  age 
of  seveu  years;  and  Elijah,  who  died  on 
the  home  farm  when  seven  years  old.  Of 
the  two  children  born  in  the  East,  as  al- 
ready recorded,  Chloe  married  Joshua  N. 
Colver,  and  died  in  Wisconsin;  Sally  was 
twice  married,  first  to  David  Smith,  after- 
ward to  Luther  Mead,  and  she  is  now 

again  a widow,  her  home  beincr  in 
© © 

Minnesota. 

Daniel  Tillotson  was  in  all  respects  a 
genuine  pioneer.  He  had  to  take  his  axe 
in  hand,  and  from  the  dense  primeval 
forest  literally  hew  out  a home  for  him- 
self and  family.  lie  was  not  only  a man 
of  muscle  but  one  of  superior  natural  abil- 
ity and  bright  intellect.  For  twenty-one 
years  he  was  a justice  of  the  Deace,  and 
proved  a jurist  possessed  of  excellent 
judgment,  his  rulings  being  invariably 
sustained  by  higher  courts,  in  cases  of 
appeal.  He  was  also  an  ordained  minister 
in  the  Universalist  Church,  and  as  a 
farmer  he  met  with  more  than  ordinary 
success.  On  January  31,  1834.  li£  came 
to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  sou  Hiram,  and  at  that  time  lying  in  the 
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midst  of  a vast  wilderness.  This  lie  went 
to  work  to  clear,  arid  to  a considerable  ex- 
tent had  succeeded  in  transforming  it  into 
a fertile  spot  when  death  summoned  him 
from  the  midst  of  his  labors.  The  last 
thirteen  years  of  his  life  had  been  passed 
in  the  care  of  our  subject  and  wife;  and 
his  widow  for  thirty  years,  during  eighteen 
of  which  she  was  blind,  had  her  home  with 
her  son,  who  with  true  filial  devotion 
tenderly  cared  for  her  in  her  declining 
years,  which  even  in  her  affliction  were 
enjoyed  by  her,  so  pleasant  was  the  treat- 
ment she  received  at  the  hands  of  her  son 
and  daughter-in-law.  She  passed  away 
February  1,  1875,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by 
the  side  of  her  husband  in  Huntington 
cemetery.  Mr.  Tillotson  was  reared  a 
Democrat,  but  in  after  years  became  a 
Republican,  remaining  as  such  the  rest  of 
his  life. 

. Hiram  Tillotson  received  his  education 
at  the  subscription  and  district  schools  of 
his  time,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life  amid 
all  the  rugged  surroundings  of  a pioneer 
home.  He  remembers  well  that  flour  was 
twelve  dollars  per  barrel,  and  could  not 
be  bought  nearer  than  Wooster,  Ohio;  ' 
johnny-cakes  were  the  chief  article  of  food 
in  his  boyhood  days,  and  he  made  many  a ! 
meal  of  them,  washed  down  with  plenty  | 
of  fresh  milk.  At  the  acre  of  fifteen  he  ' 
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left  school,  and  has  since  assiduously  ap-  I 
plied  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

On  September  29,  1847,  51 r.  Tillotson 
was  married  to  Miss  Solina  Fisher,  who 
was  born  March  13,  1830,  in  Jefferson 
county,  Nh  Y.,  a daughter  of  Eleazer  and 
Polly  (Davis)  Fisher,  who  came  to  Ohio 
in  the  spring  of  1830,  locating  in  Brigh- 
ton township,  Lorain  county.  After  mar-  j 
riao-e,  owing  to  the  declining  health  of  his  i 
parents,  our  subject  removed  with  his 
bride  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  yet  I 
liv  es,  the  dwelling  being  the  third  one  j 
built  on  the  premises,  and  practically  on  j 
the  same  site  as  the  first  one.  The  chii-  I 
dren  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Tillot-  j 
son  were  as  follows:  Harriet  A.,  now  Mrs.  j 


I D.  W.  Cole,  of  Huntington  township; 

| Caroline  L.,  now  Mrs.  M.  R.  Sage,  of 

| Huntington;  Myra  L„  now  Mrs.  Lewis 
Labarie,  of  Huntington;  Rosella,  deceased 
when  twelve  and  a half  years  old;  and  Ina 
and  Elvira,  both  deceased  in  infancy.  Air. 
Tillotson  has  now  356  acres  of  prime  land, 
and  in  addition  to  general  farming  has 
been  an  extensive  dealer  in  and  shipper  of 
live  stock.  lie  has  lost  in  cash  over  four 
thousand  dollars  by  befriending  others  in 
the  way  of  endorsements.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  was  a Democrat  until  Lin- 
coln’s time,  when  he  enrolled  himself  under 
the  Republican  banner,  and  has  ever  since 
remained  loyal  to  the  cause.  He  and  his 
amiable  and  kind- hearted  wife  are  ex- 
emplary members  of  the  TTniversalist 
Church. 


d | AMES  MONROE  of  Oberlin  was 
born  at  Plainfield,  Windham  Co., 
Conn.,  July  18,  1821.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  common 
school,  at  Plainfield  Academy,  and,  after- 
ward, under  the  private  instructions  of 
Air.  John  Witter,  a highly  esteemed 
teacher  of  Plainfield. 

Before  reaching  the  age  of  twenty,  he 
was  engaged,  for  several  years,  in  teach- 
ing in  the  public  schools  of  Windham 
county.  From  October,  1841,  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1844,  he  was  employed  as  agent  of 
the  American  Antislavery  Society  and 
other  organizations  of  similar  object, 
speaking  and  laboring  earnestly  for  the 
antislavery  cause.  He  thus  became  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  the  early  Abolition- 
ists. In  the  spring  of  1844,  feeling  the 
need  of  more  thorough  classical  training, 
he  went  to  Oberlin  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1846.  For  the  three  fol- 
lowing years  he  pursued  and  completed  a 
course  of  theological  study  in  that  institu- 
tion. After  having  served  for  several 
years  as  tutor,  he  was  elected,  in  1849,  to 
the  Chair  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres 
in  Oberlin  College,  a place  which  he  tilled 
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until  1SG2.  Beginning  with  the  winter  of 
1S50-51,  he  devoted  some  months  of  each 
year,  for  several  years,  to  raising  money 
for  the  College.  Mr.  Monroe  was  elected, 
in  the  fall  of  1855,  to  the  first  Republican 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  that 
State  in  1S56,  1857.  1858  and  1859,  and 
of  the  Senate  in  1SG0,  1861  and  1862. 
While  in  the  Legislature  he  introduced 
and  carried  through  several  important 
measures,  such  as  a bill  to  establish  Re- 
form Schools,  one  to  amend  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  and  bills  to  protect  the  rights 
of  colored  citizens  and  for  other  purposes. 
He  was  chosen  President  pro  tempore  of 
the  Ohio  Senate  in  1861,  and  again  in 
1862.  In  the  meantime  he  did  not  neglect 
his  work  in  the  College,  as  the  sessions  of 
the  General  Assembly  were  held  at  the 
time  of  the  long  vacation  in  that  Institu- 
tion. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  he  resigned  his  place 
in  the  Ohio  Senate,  and  also  his  Chair  in 
the  College,  to  accept  the  position  of 
United  States  consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro 
tendered  him  by  President  Lincoln.  This 
office  he  held  until  the  spring  of  1870, 
having  also  served  for  some  months  in 
18G9  as  Charge  d’ Affaires  ad  interim.  In 
October,  1870,  he  was  elected  from  the 
Oberlin  District  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives at  Washington.  He  was  a mem- 
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her  of  this  body  for  ten  years,  from  March 
4,  1871,  to  March  4,  1881.  During  this 
period  he  served  upon  the  Committee  on" 
Banking  and  Currency,  that  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  on  Education  and  Labor,  of 
which  he  was  Chairman,  and  that  on  Ap- 
propriations. At  the  close  of  his  Fifth 
Congress  he  declined  a renomination.  On 
his  return  to  Oberlin  a desire  was  ex- 
pressed that  he  might  be  placed  in  a new 
Professorship  of  “ Political  Science  and 
Modern  History;”  but  the  College  had  no 
fund  for  its  support.  Thereupon  his 
friends  in  Northern  Ohio  and  other  parts 
of  the  country  contributed  thirty  thousand 
dollars  to  Oberlin  Colleo-e  on  condition 
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that  it  should  be  permanently  invested, 
and  that  the  interest  should  be  applied  to 
the  support  of  the  new  Chair  which  Mr. 
Monroe  should  be  invited  to  fill.  This 
arrangement  was  accordingly  carried  out, 
and  in  September,  1888,  Air.  Alonroe  re- 
sumed teaching  in  the  new  place,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  continued  to  dis- 
charge to  the  present  time. 

In  politics  Air.  Alonroe  has  been  a Re- 
publican ever  since  the  organization  of  the 
party;  and,  in  his  religious  faith,  he  is  a 
Congregational  ist. 


II E IIORR  FAAIILY.  Among  the 
pioneer  families  planted  in  Lorain 
county  few  have  left  more  numer- 
ous descendants  than  the  one  now 
under  consideration;  and  in  no 
other  instance  have  so  many  brothers  risen 
to  public  note  and  business  prominence. 

For  several  generations  the  Horr  family 
had  lived  at  Pomfret,  Vt.  The  grand- 
father  of  the  Ilorr  brothers,  now  living  in 
Ohio,  was  Deacon  John  Horr,  and,  back 
of  him,  the  heads  of  the  Horr  family  were 
a line  of  deacons;  but  this  religio’us  ardor 
has  not  been  preserved  in  its  orthodox 
purity  to  the  present  generation. 

The  original  emigrants  of  the  Horr 


family  to  Ohio  were  Roswell  Horr  and  his 
two  sisters,  Mary  and  Lucina.  Alary 
Ilorr  married  J oseph  B.  Jamison,  of  Avon ; 
Lucina  Horr  married  Samuel  Robinson, 
formerly  of  Vermont.  She  died  in  Wis- 
consin without  issue. 

Roswell  Horr  was  born  in  Pomfret,  AH., 
January  13,  1796.  He  had  but  meager 
educational  advantages  in  early  life,  and 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade 
of  blacksmith,  which  he  made  his  chief 
vocation.  In  1834  he  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  located  in  Avon  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  bought  and  improved  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  afterward  erected,  as 
the  family  home,  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Dr.  Townsend  residence,  situated  about 
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one  and  a half  miles  east  of  the  village  of 
French  Creek,  lie  also  built  a blacksmith 
shop  on  the  farm,  and  there  worked  at  his 
trade.  Notwithstanding  his  limited  edu- 
cation, and  the  fact  that  he  lived  only 
seven  years  after  coming  to  Ohio — his 
death  having  occurred  April  25,  1841 — 
he  had  laid  an  excellent  foundation  for  his 
future.  lie  had  served  his  community  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  postmaster  in  a 
creditable  manner,  and  he  left  his  family 
a home  of  seventy  odd  acres  unencum- 
bered, and  fifty  acres  more  that  was  nearly 
paid  for.  Common  sense  and  strict  in- 
tegrity marked  his  actions  both  public  and 
private.  For  his  first  wife  he  married 
Miss  Lucinda  Wheeler,  who  bore  him  two 
daughters:  Lucinda,  who  married  Barlow 
G.  Carpenter,  of  Olmsted  Falls,  Ohio;  she 
now  resides  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  has  two 
children — Harry  II.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  and 
Mrs.  I mcena  McNeil.  Lucina,  the  second 
daughter  of  Roswell  Horr,  married  Will- 
iam S.  Carpenter,  of  Olmsted  Falls;  she 
now  lives  with  her  son,  Newton  11.  Car- 
penter, of  Chicago,  111.,  who  is  secretary  of 
the  Art  Institute  of  that  city.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Iloswell  Horr  mar- 
ried, in  Waitsfield,  Yt.,  in  1S29,  Miss 
Caroline  Turner,  a native  of  Moretown, 
same  State,  born  in  1805,  who  is  still 
living,  residing  in  YYellino-ton.  Mrs.  Horr 
was  a woman  not  only  of  great  heart  and 
brain  qualities,  but  she  secured  a more 
than  average  early  education,  and  before 
her  marriage  was  for  many  years  a school 
teacher.  While  engaged  in  this  vocation 
she  taught  Senator  Carpenter,  of  Wiscon- 
sin, the  alphabet.  Her  mother  was  a Miss 
Carpenter,  and  a great-aunt  of  the  Senator. 
Mrs.  Ilorr  had  eight  sons,  all  of  whom 
reached  maturity  except  Henry  and  Frank, 
who  died  in  their  “ teens, *’  while  attend- 
ing school  at  Oberlin.  The  eldest  of  this 
family  was  but  a little  over  ten  rears  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  father, 
Hoswell  Horr.  In  the  rearing  of  this  laro-e 
family  of  boys  Mrs.  Horr  had  ample  op- 
portunity  to  exercise  all  her  ingenuity  and 


moral  courage.  If  the  ambition  of  the  boy 
is  inspired  by  early  lessons,  or  his  genius 
quickened  by  early  incentives,  how  well 
she  has  succeeded  is  best  told  in  the  lives 
of  her  sons.  The  first  birth  occurred 
November  26,  1830,  and  by  this  she  bore 
two  sons — one  now  Hon.  Kollin  A.  Horr, 
of  Wellington;  the  other  Hon.  Hoswell  G. 
Horr,  of  New  York  City. 

Hon.  Hollin  A.  Horr  received  an  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  commenced  life  as  a clerk  in  a store 
in  Huntington,  Lorain  county.  He  sub- 
sequently entered  the  cheese  business  and 
farming  and  stock  dealing  there,  and  made 
that  his  home  for  fifteen  years.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  "Wellington  in  1864,  and 
the  spring  of  the  same  year  removed  to 
Wellincrton,  which  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  lie  was  cashier  of  the  First  IS  a- 
tional  Bank  for  twenty-seven  years,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  its  vice-president. 
He  was  for  a time  a member  of  the  exten- 
sive lumber  firm  of  W.  R.  Santly  & Co., 
and  besides  being  vice-president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  is  now  secretary  of 
the  Clarkstield  Stone  Company.  He  was 
nominated  by  the  regular  Republican 
caucus,  and  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
from  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Senatorial  Districts  in  1879,  serving 
during  the  sessions  of  18S(MS1  and  1882- 
83;  was  subsequently  the  Republican 
nominee  from  the  Fourteenth  Congres- 
sional District.  On  October  8,  1891,  he 
was  appointed  special  employe  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department  by 
Secretary  Foster,  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity' until  June  1,  1893,  when  he  was  re- 
moved by  the  Democratic  administration. 

Mr.  Ilorr  is  a man  of  medium  height, 
but  large  proportions.  He  has  the  natural, 
easy,  pleasant  bearing  of  a man  long  accus- 
tomed to  do  business  with  the  public.  He 
was  married  in  1853  to  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Ames,  from  which  union  were  born  seven 
children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy; 
those  living  are:  Abbie  C.,  married  to  II. 
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B.  Ilamlin;  Rollin  C.,  who  was  educated 
in  Cornell  University,  and  is  now  in  the 
stone  business  in  Philadelphia,  Penn,  (he  1 
is  serving  his  third  term  as  member  of  the 
city  council  of  Philadelphia);  Walter  Scott, 
who  oraduated  from  Wellington  High 
School,  now  a stenographer  and  book- 
keeper by  profession,  and  residing  in  Du- 
luth, Minn.;  Warner  M.,  also  a graduate 
of  Wellington  Iludi  School,  now  a book- 
keeper,  residing  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.; 
Charles  P.,  who  was  for  five  years  book- 
keeper in  the  First  National  Bank  at 
Wellington,  and  is  now  a paving  con- 
tractor of  Philadelphia,  Penn.;  Nellie,  a 
graduate  of  Wellington  High  School,  and 
still  at  home. 

Hon.  Roswell  G.  Florr  is  the  other  of 
the  twin  brothers.  He  is  of  national 
reputation  as  a politician  and  lecturer, 
lie  first  attended  the  public  schools,  then 
took  a partial  course  in  Oberlin  College, 
after  which  he  attended  Antioch  College, 
and  in  1857  graduated  under  Horace 
Mann.  Returning  to  his  native  county, 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  in  the  fall  of  1857,  and  re- 
elected in  1860.  While  actincr  as  clerk  of 
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the  court  lie  read  law,  and  upon  stepping 
out  of  the  office  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
becoming  a partner  with  Judge  J.  C. 
Hale,  and  pursuing  the  practice  of  law  in 
Elyria  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1866  he  removed  to  southeastern  Missouri, 
engaged  in  mining  business,  and  while 
there  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  the 
State  Legislature.  In  the  spring  of  1872 
he  removed  to  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and 
was  elected  from  the  Eighth  Congressional 
District,  serving  in  the  XLVL,  XLVII. 
and  XLYIII.  Congresses  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  He  is  at  present  tariff 
editor  of  the  New  York  Weekly  and  Semi- 
Weekly  Tribune.  When  in  Congress  he 
participated  in  the  leading  debates  and 
legislation  of  the  day.  He  has  perhaps  ; 
made  more  political  speeches  than  any  j 
other  man  living,  besides  having  prepared 
and  delivered  a number  of  lectures  on 


literary  and  scientific  subjects,  which  have 
given  him  a national  reputation  as  a public 
I lecturer. 

Mr.  Ilorr  was  married  in  1859  to  Miss 
C.  M.  Pinney,  and  has  four  living  children 
— two  sous  and  two  daughters,  viz.:  Flora 
M„  wife  of  Frederick  Hebard,  of  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.;  Frank,  a merchant  of  Ithaca, 
Mich,  (he  was  educated  at  East  Saginaw 
and  Orchard  Lake  State  Military  Acad- 
emy); Katherine,  at  home,  engaged  in 
literary  work;  and  Rollin  A.-,  residing  in 
Saginaw,  Michigan. 

James  C.  Ilorr,  the  third  child  of  Ros- 
well and  Caroline  (Turner)  Ilorr,  was  born 
January  25,  1832.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
place,  which  he  supplemented  with  a 
course  of  study  at  Oberlin  University. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  went  to 
Australia,  remaining  there  fourteen  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
Lorain  county,  and  there  remained  four 
years.  His  next  trip  was  to  California, 
and  after  spending  six  years  there  he 
located  permanently  in  the  city  of  Olvtn- 
pia,  now  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington. He  served  a term  in  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature,  and  was  for  four  years 
special  agent  of  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department  during  the  Garfield- Arthur 
administration.  He  has  served  as  mayor 
of  Olympia,  and  is  now  a member  of  the 
State  Senate  of  the  State  of  Washington. 
He  was  for  a time  engaged  in  the  furniture 
trade,  but  now  operates  a wholesale  and 
retail  feed  and  forwarding  store,  and  real- 
estate  business.  He  was  married  in  Aus- 
tralia to  Miss  Lizzie  Upton;  has  no  living 
children. 

John  Horr,  born  June  2,  1833,  in  Ver- 
mont, is  the  last  of  these  children  born  in 
Vermont.  He  went  to  Australia  with  his 
brother,  and  subsequently  to  New  Zealand, 
where  he  now  resides,  lie  married  in  Aus- 
: tralia,  and  has  one  daughter.  But  little  is 
j known  of  his  personal  history. 

Ralph  Turner  Horr  was  born  June  2, 
1835.  He  was  a harness  maker  by  trade, 
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which  he  followed  in  earlier  life.  Subse- 
quently he  engaged  with  the  American 
Express  Company,  and  finally  entered  the 
United  States  dNi ai  1 service,  lie  died  a 
few  years  since.  lie  married  a Hiss 
Martha  Barker,  and  left  two  sons:  George, 
agent  of  the  Merchants  Despatch  Transpor- 
tation Company,  Chicago,  111. ; and  Howard, 
in  the  employ  of  the  Troy  Laundry  Manu- 
facturing Company,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

C.  AY.  Hour,  leading  business  man  and 
capitalist  of  Wellington,  is  a native  of 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born  in  Avon,  Janu- 
ary 25,  1S37.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
during  the  brief  winter  months  attending 
the  schools  of  the  locality  till  lie  was  about 
sixteen  years  old,  when  he  went  to  Cleve- 
land, with  but  a few  dollars  in  his  pocket, 
there  to  seek  employment,  a total  stranger 
in  the  place,  with  solely  himself  to  rely 
upon.  Casting  his  eye  on  the  sign  of  a 
leadiim  hack  and  omnibus  line  office,  and 
understanding  something  of  horses,  he  im- 
mediately applied  for  and  found  employ- 
ment as  an  omnibus  driver.  Falling  into 
no  dissipation,  and  allowing  himself  no  in- 
dulgences of  any  kind,  he  succeeded  in 
saving  some  money,  and  at  the  end  of  live 
months  he  found  himself  in  a financial 
position  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  take  a 
term  at  Oberlin  College,  which  he  did. 
He  then  tauoht  school  at  Pittsfield  Center, 
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Lorain  county.  At  the  age  of  eighteen, 
with  barely  enough  money  to  pay  expenses, 
he  took  stage  coach  from  Louisville  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  near  which  city  he  se- 
cured a position  as  teacher  in  Zion  Semin-  ! 
ary.  In  1858  he  became  principal  of  the  j 
public  schools  of  Napoleon,  Ohio. 

In  1857  Mr.  florr  entered  Antioch  (Ohio) 
College,  graduating  from  there  in  1800. 
On  August  12,  of  the  same  year,  he  mar- 
ried Esther  A.  Lang  of  Huntington,  Ohio, 
who  has  proved  the  kindest  and  wisest  of 
wives  and  mothers.  Indeed,  Mr.  Ilorr 
and  all  of  his  intimate  friends  would  agree 
in  regarding  his  marriage  as  the  most  for- 
tunate event  of  his  life.  In  the  fall  of 
1800,  with  his  wife  as  assistant,  he  became 


principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Vandalia, 

111.  In  that  town  he  became  a leading 

. ° 

local  agitator  in  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
delivering  many  eloquent  and  patriotic 
speeches,  and  finally  he  organized  Com- 
pany B,  Thirty-fifth  O.  Y.  I.,  of  which  he 
was  made  captain.  With  his  command  he 
did  duty  in  Missouri,  and  served  under 
Fremont,  Halleck,  Curtis,  Jefferson  C. 
Davis,  and  other  leaders  of  the  movement 
in  Missouri.  During  the  larger  part  of 
i his  service,  he  was  employed  as  forage 
master  or  as  brigade  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, and  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
service  he  was  attached  to  Gen.  Buell’s 
army.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war 
he  was  a Douglas  Democrat.  After  he 
left  the  army,  he  returned  to  Lorain  county, 
and  it)  company  with  his  brother,  J.  C. 
Ilorr,  commenced  the  development  of  the 
cheese  industry,  building  in  Huntington 
township  the  first  cheese  factory  in  Lorain 
county.  The  firm  of  -J.  C.  Ilorr  & Co. 
was  succeeded  by  Starr  & Ilorr,  and  at  the 
end  of  a year  that  firm  was  succeeded  by 
the  present  cheese  and  butter  firm  of  Ilorr. 
j Warner  & Co.  Of  this  firm  Air.  C.  AY. 
i Ilorr  has  always  been  the  recognized  head, 
and  its  great  success  is  largely  due  to  his 
i ability  as  a business  man,  and  to  his  saga- 
city as  a financier. 

Mr.  Ilorr  is  also  a member  of  the  firm 
of  AYean,  Ilorr,  AVarner  A Co.,  the  most 
extensive  onion  and  celery  growers  in  Ohio, 
and  probably  the  greatest  onion  growers  in 
the  world.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
well-known  AVeliington  Milling  Company, 
and  has  for  years  been  a stockholder  and 
director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
AYellington,  Ohio,  and  also  of  the  Savings 
Banking  Company  of  Elyria,  Ohio.  Air. 
Ilorr  owns  an  extensive  tract  of  land  in 
Lorain  and  Medina  counties,  and  is  to  a 
large  extent  engaged  in  the  breed  in. cr  of 
tine  Holstein-Friesian  cattle.  In  1892  he 
was  president  of  the  National  Holstein- 
Friesian  Association,  and  he  has  recently 
been  elected  president  of  the  National 
Dairy  Union. 
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In  liis  earlier  days  Mr.  Horr  read  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  botli  law  and  general  business  lias 
been  of  invaluable  service,  not  only  to  him- 
self but  also  to  friends  and  others  who 
frequently  consult  him  on  matters  of  im- 
portance and  difficulty.  In  politics  he  is 
a Republican,  and  few  campaigns  have 
taken  place  since  the  war  in  which  he  has 
not  taken  a more  or  less  active  part,  as  he 
is  a forcible  public  speaker,  and  keeps  well 
posted  on  all  political  and  public  questions. 
He  is  also  a writer  of  ability,  a master  of 
the  English  language,  and  an  accomplished 
rhetorician.  Although  deeply  immersed 
in  his  many  business  enterprises,  Mr.  Horr 
still  finds  time  for  the  study  of  literature 
in  the  quiet  of  his  home,  where  he  is  sur- 
rounded by  every  comfort  and  finds  the 
purest  and  greatest  enjoyment  of  his  life. 
In  the  very  prime  of  manhood,  he  is  a man 
of  fine  physique,  and  of  great  physical  and 
mental  energy.  He  is  by  no  means  the 
meekest  of  men;  he  is  positive  in  his  views 
and  aggressive  in  his  methods,  and  his 
power  and  influence  have  been  felt  in  many 
political  contests. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horr  have  had  five  sons,  i 
viz.:  Norton  T.,  a graduate  of  Cornell 

University,  and  member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Boynton  & Horr,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Charles  AY.,  Jr.,  a graduate  of  Cornell 
University,  now  engaged  in  various  busi- 
ness enterprises  with  his  father;  Clinton 
(deceased);  Alfred  R.,  at  present  a member 
of  the  junior  class  of  Cornell  University, 
and  Harley  M.,  who  still  resides  with  his 


FJRANCIS  S.  AYADSAYORTH,  a 
thoroughly  representative  agricul- 
turist of  Lorain  county,  is  a native 
of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Becket, 
Berkshire  county. 

Jonathan  and  Deidama  (Snow)  AAhids- 
worth,  grandparents  of  our  subject,  were 
of  Connecticut  birth,  and  moved  to  Becket, 
Mass.,  where  their  family  of  children  were 


born,  and  where  lie  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years;  his  wife  afterward  came 
to  Wellington,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  died 
in  the  “American  House,”  where  she  was 
1 i v i n c <-  at  the  time  with  her  grandchildren 
— O.  S.  and  J.  L.  AYadsworth.  She.  as 
was  also  her  husband,  was  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

Lawton  Wadsworth,  father  of  subject, 

I was  born  June  24,  1785.  in  Becket,  Berk- 
| shire  Co.,  Alass.,  and  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  In  early  manhood  he 
taught  school  in  the  neighborhood  of  Otis, 
Alass.’,  where  he  first  met  the  young  lady 
who  became  his  wife,  in  the  person  of 
Aliss  Nancy  Rowena  Lawton,  daughter  of 
Elijah  Lawton,  of  that  town.  They  were 
married  October  15,  1806,  in  Becket, 
where  they  settled  on  a farm,  and  seven 
children,  as  follows,  were  born  to  them: 
Alilo  L.,  born  October  2,  1807,  who  lived 
in  AVellington  township,  died  April  2, 
1889;  Oliver  S.,  born  Alay  2,  1809,  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  for  a while  at  the 
“American  House,”  in  AYellington,  sub- 
sequently returning  to  Alassachusetts  (he 
was  killed  in  a railroad  accident  at  Erie, 
Penn.) ; Jabez  L.,  born  August  27,  1813, 
who  lived  for  a number  of  years  at  the 
“American  House,”  in  AYellington,  and 
subsequently  followed  milling  (he  built 
a brick  residence  in  AVellington,  where  he 
died;  his  widow  now  resides  in  AYelling- 
ton); Elijah  AL.  born  February  9,  1815, 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
took  a college  and  theological  course  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  then  went  to  Wisconsin, 
and  later  went  to  Alinneapolis,  Alinn., 
where  he  now  resides;  Albert  O.,  born 
August  27,  1819,  who  has  always  followed 
farming,  first  in  AYellington,  Lorain 
county,  and  at  present  in  Saranac,  Alich.; 
Francis  S.,  born  April  27,  1821,  and 
David  L.,  born  June  1,  1825,  who  died  in 
October,  1892. 

F.  S.  AYadsworth,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  twelve  years  old  when  the 
family  arrived  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
whither  they  traveled  in  wagons  the  entire 
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way,  the  trip  occupying  from  April  15  to 
May  9.  He  received,  a liberal  education 
in  the  common  and  high  schools  (two 
terms  at  'Wellington  select  schools),  and, 
when  he  was  of  age,  two  years  at  Oberlin, 
where  he  displayed  considerable  aptitude 
and  fondness  for  mathematics.  For  a 
trade  lie  learned  that  of  carpenter  and 
joiner,  at  which  he  worked,  engaging,  at 
times,  also  in  painting,  and  tor  four 
winters  taught  school.  On  September  20, 
1854,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Leonard, 
born  January  C,  1833,  in  Yew  York 
State,  and  the  young  couple  then  located 
on  a farm  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
from  their  present  home  in  Wellington, 
whither  they  removed  in  1884.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Ettie  IL,  April 
25,  1858,  who  was  married  to  E.  B.  Her- 
rick (has  two  children,  viz. : Sarah  E.  and 
Hobart);  and  Frank  L.  O.,  of  whom  special 
mention  is  made  farther  on. 

Mrs.  Wadsworth  is  a daughter  of  Tru- 
man Leonard,  who  was  born  in  Worth- 
ington, Mass.,  March  23,  1784,  and  June 
1,  1811,  married  Miss  Roxanna  Allis,  born 
in  Chester,  Mass.,  September  15,  1786. 
After  marriage  they  moved  to  Middlesex, 
Ontario  Co.,  Y.  Y.,  and  there  lived  until 
1835,  in  which  year  the  family,  including 
eleven  children,  moved  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  Chatham,  Medina  county.  The  father 
died  February  24,  1846,  the  mother  on 
September  12,  same  year.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  A.,  received  a fair  education  in 
the  common  and  high  schools,  well  prepar- 
ing her  for  the  vocation  of  a teacher,  which 
she  commenced  to  follow  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  For  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  she  has  been  a newspaper  corre- 
spondent, chiefly  for  the  Elyria  Republi- 
can/ also  contributed  to  the  Ohio  Farmer , 
and  the  Young  America , Yew  York.  A 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  she  shares 
with  her  husband  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  a wide  circle  of  friends. 

Frank  L.  O.  Wadsworth,  their  son,  was 
born  October  24,  1866,  and  received  a 
superior  education.  lie  is  the  recipient  of 


a diploma  from  Wellington  (Ohio)  High 
School  (1883);  graduated  from  the  Ohio 
State  LTiiversity,  Columbus,  June  30, 
1888,  in  Mining  Engineering,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  took  a diploma  in  Mechanical 
Engineering,  and  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science.  In  1889  he  commenced  to  teach 
in  the  Ohio  State  University,  but  was  soon 
given  a Fellowship  in  Clarke  University, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  In  July,  1892,  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  senior  assistant  in  the  Astro- 
physical  Laboratory  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute.  While  a student  at  Clarke  Uni- 
versity he  assisted  Prof.  Michelson  in  per- 
fecting an  instrument  for  measuring  the 
length  of  a meter,  to  establish  a reliable 
standard  for  the  metric  system.  This  in- 
strument was  for  the  French  government. 
In  the  fall  of  1892,  in  company  with  Prof. 
Michelson,  he  visited  Paris,  adjusting  and 
testing  the  instrument  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  all  parties  concerned.  At  the 
present  time,  in  connection  with  his  labor- 
atory work,  he  is  a frequent  contributor  to 
several  scientific  papers  published  both  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe.  He  was  mar- 
ried September  6,  1893,  to  Miss  Laura 
A.  Poole,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 


*Tr\  R.  Y.  II.  CORYWELL,  a twell- 
|!  I1  known  practicing  physician  and  snr- 
LJ,  geon  of  Yorth  Amherst,  was  born 
January  4,  1847,  in  Elyria,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio.  His  father,  Y.  H.  Cornwell, 
was  a native  of  Michigan,  and  married 
Mary  Onstine,  who  was  born  in  Amherst 
township,  daughter  of  George  and  Rosina 
(Ruhl)  Onstine,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  came  in  an  early  day  to  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they 
both  died.  Mr.  Cornwell  died  in  Elyria 
in  1847. 

Y.  II.  Cornwell  was  reared  by  his  grand- 
father Onstine,  at  Amherst,  at  the  public 
schools  of  winch  place  he  received  his 
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early  education.  lie  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  inspecting 
lumber  at  Chicago  from  1S73  to  187G. 
He  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whence  he  was  co-ad u- 

c ' 

ated  with  the  class  of  1880,  and  first  began 
practice  at  Port  Clinton,  coming  shortly 
afterward  to  Lorain  county,  where  lie  has 
since  resided.  Dr.  Cornwell  was  married, 
in  1885,  to  Miss  Josephine  Barber,  who 
was  born  in  Aiqjierst  township,  this 
county,  daughter  of  Joseph  Barber  (now 
deceased).  The  latter  was  an  early  settler 
of  northern  Ohio,  and  came  to  Lorain 
county  in  1863.  Socially  the  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Iv.  of  P.,  and  K.  O.  T.  M., 
and  is  also  a F.  A A.  M. 


(r*  LDEON  L.  STAKE,  who  for  many 
8!  «y  years  has  been  actively  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Pen- 
jf*  field  township,  is  a prosperous,  self- 
made  agriculturist. 

He  is  a son  of  Talcott  and  Mary  (Linds- 
le_\ ) Starr,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
life.  Talcott  Starr  was  married  in  Har- 
persfield,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  which 
State  five  children  were  born  to  him,  as 
follows:  Matthew  L.;  Maria,  who  was 

married  in  New  York  State  to  David 
Turner,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister, 
and  died  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y. ; An- 
geline,  who  was  married  in  New  York  to 
Benjamin  Turner,  and  died  in  Khinebeek, 
that  State;  Gideon  L.,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Alden,  of  Flint,  Mich.  Tal- 
cott Starr  had  made  three  trips  to  Penfield, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio  (driving  the  entire  dis- 
tance), where  three  of  his  brothers — Orrin, 
Kaymond  and  William — had  located,  and 
in  1839  he  sold  his  farm  and  other  effects 
in  New  York  State,  and  set  out  for  the 
West.  They  arrived  here  after  a loner, 
tedious  journey,  driving  a team  of  two 
horses,  having  come  via  Cleveland  to 
Elyria,  where  they  remained  some  years 


on  a farm  one  mile  east  of  his  brother 
Raymond,  who  conducted  a mercantile 
business.  Later  Mr.  Starr  traded  that 
farm,  which  he  had  bought,  to  a man 
named  Kemp  for  land  in  Penfield  town- 
ship, whither  the  family  removed  in  1855, 
and  here  the  parents  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  October  15, 
1873,  the  mother  May  10,  1876;  they  are 
buried  in  Center  cemetery.  They  were 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  in 
j politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  a 
very  successful  farmer,  and  was  quite 
well-to-do. 

Gideon  L.  Starr  was  born  February  13, 
1816,  in  Jefferson,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y., 
was  trained  to  farming  pursuits,  and  ob- 
tained his  elementary  education  in  the 
common  schools.  Later  he  attended  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  school  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  preparing  himself  for  the 
profession  of  teacher,  which  he  followed  in 
! Delaware  county  (N.  Y.)  and  elsewhere 
for  several  years.  He  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  journey  to  Ohio,  and 
drove  the  team,  but  after  a short  sojourn 
there  returned  to  New  York  State,  where, 
in  Harpersfield,  Delaware  county,  he  was 
married,  November  10,  1839,  to  Miss 
Polly  Baird.  She  was  born  July  7,  1818, 
in  Harpersfield,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Abigail  (Dayton)  Baird,  early  residents  of 
that  place,  whither  they  had  come  from 
Watertown,  Conn.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Starr  settled  on  the  old  family  home 
in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  which  he  had 
bought  (coiner  into  debt  for  the  same),  and 
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here  followed  farming,  teaching  school  dur- 
iuo-  the  winter  season.  Later  he  was 

O t 

elected  township  examiner,  and  conducted 
teachers’  examinations. 

While  living  in  New  York  State  Mr. 

__  O t 

and  Mrs.  Starr  had  children  as  follows: 
j Lemuel  T.,  born  November  30,  1840,  a 
j farmer  of  Penfield  township,  Lorain  Co., 
j Ohio;  Similde  A.,  born  October  5,  1844, 
who  died  February  8,  1857,  and  Emer 
Gene,  born  July  14,  1847.  who'  married 
Charles  Canfield,  of  Litchfield,  Medina 
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Co.,  Ohio,  and  died  August  12,  1887.  In 
the  spring  of  1849  our  subject  traded  his 
farm  in  Schoharie  county,  and  set  out  with 
Ins  family  for  Ohio,  after  a two  days’ 
drive  reaching  Spraker’s  Basin,  IST.  Y., 
whence  he  started,  by  way  of  the  Erie 
Canal,  for  Buffalo,  where  lie  arrived  six 
days  later.  Here  lie  took  the  lake-boat  for 
Cleveland,  arriving  the  following  morn- 
ing  in  that  city,  where  he  was  met  by  his 
brother  Alden,  who  drove  the  family  to 
Elyria,  Lorain  county,  where  the  father 
lived.  After  some  visiting  in  and  around 
Elyria,  Mr.  Starr  arrived  on  May  2,  in 
Penfield  township,  passing  the  first  night 
at  the  home  of  Lewis  Ilart.  Here  he  pur- 
chased land,  121  acres  in  lot  Ho.  51  east  of 
the  center,  and  forty-three  acres  west  of 
the  center,  locating  op  the  lirst- mentioned 
tract  in  a log  house,  quite  different  from 
the  home  in  Yew  York.  Some  of  the  wood 
on  this  farm  had  been  cut  by  lumbermen, 
but  the  land  was  not  yet  fit  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  and  it  required  considerable 
hard  work  to  convert  it  into  a fertile  farm. 
Some  time  later  another  house  was  erected, 
which  still  stands,  and  on  this  place  three 
children  were  added  to  the  family  circle, 
namely:  Munson  B.,  born  October  30, 
1849,  who  died  February  8,  1854;  Estella, 
born  February  27,  1855,  who  married  Ed- 
win Sears,  and  lives  in  Litchfield,  Ohio 
(while  absent  from  home  December  27, 
1893,  their  house  was  burned);  Lee  W., 
born  December  25,  185G,  a farmer  of 
Litchfield,  Ohio,  who  was  married  June 
25,  1882,  to  Celia  Ilenderside.  Mr.  Starr 
was  obliged  to  o-o  into  debt  for  his  farm, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  predictions  of  older 
uien,  who  had  lived  here  for  years,  to  the 
effect  that  he  would  never  pay  for  it,  he 
went  to  work  with  a determination,  and 
met  with  a marked  decree  of  success. 
Since  his  residence  here  farming  has  been 
his  chief  vocation,  but  he  has  also  dealt 
extensively  in  stock.  He  is  a hard  worker, 
a good  manager,  and  an  excellent  judge  of 
stock,  which  knowledge  has  been  of  con- 
siderable benefit  to  him  in  managing  vari- 


ous details  of  his  business  to  advantage. 
He  now  owns  300  acres  excellent  land. 
Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
M.  E.  Church,  of  which  she  has  been  a 
member  sixty  years.  In  1885  they  re- 
moved from  the  farm  to  the  village  of 
Penfield,  where  they  now  have  a pleasant, 
comfortable  home.  Mr.  Starr  has  twelve 
grandchildren  and  two  great  grandchildren. 


FALL  AY.  SAMPSELL,  A!.  D.  (de- 
ceased), was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio.  June  22,  1828.  He 
received  a liberal  education  in  the 
common  schools,  after  which  he  at- 
tended the  Eclectic  Medical  School,  then 
the  Homeopathic  School  of  Medicine  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  both  of  which  in- 
stitutions he  graduated. 

He  first  practiced  his  profession  at  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  whence  he  removed  to  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  where  he  practiced  till  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  seek  a change. 
Concluding  that  a trip  to  the  Pacific  slope 
would  materially  assist  him  in  recuper- 
ating, he  crossed  the  Plains,  about  the  year 
1852,  in  a wagon  in  company  with  the 
Studebakers  of  South  Bend,  then  young 
men  and  friends  of  the  Doctor.  On  the 
journey  they  had  in  charge  a number  of 
wao-ons  and  several  families.  ' In  Cali- 
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fornia  he  remained  for  one  year,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  felt  sufficiently  well  to 
return  to  his  native  State,  which  he  did, 
and  in  1854  made  a permanent  settlement 
in  Elyria,  where  he  continued  in  eclectic 
practice  of  medicine  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  After  locating  in  Elyria  he  was 
offered  a Chair  or  Professorship  in  one  of 
the  colleges  of  Cincinnati,  but  declined 
i acceptance,  preferring  to  remain  in  active 
j practice.  As  a physician  Dr.  Sampsell 
; had  no  superior,  and  during  his  career 
probably  had  not  a peer.  He  was  in  the 
| enjoyment  of  a large  office  practice  as  well 
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as  an  extensive  ride  both  in  and  outside 
the  city,  and  his  popularity  both  profes- 
sionally and  socially  brought  him  a wide 
circle  of  friends. 

In  1855  Dr.  Sampsell  was  married  in 
Elyria  to  Miss  Evaline  Childs,  and  one 
son,  Warren  W.,  was  born  to  them,  but 
died  Dec.  1,  1887.  The  doctor  was  called 
from  earth  May  8,  1888.  Mrs.  Sampsell 
is  a native  of  Elyria,  and  comes  of  an  early 
and  much  respected  family.  She  is  a lady 
of  high  culture,  and  commands  the  high- 
est  esteem  in  the  county. 


A\  "VlLLIAM  II.  H.  SUTLIFF,  re- 
XfX'f/  tired,  one  of  the  best  known  and 
M / Mj  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Wellington  township,  has  been 
closely  identified  with  Lorain  county  and 
vicinity  for  the  past  seventy-three  years. 

He  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born 
July  22,  1815,  in  Erie  county,  a son  of 
Salmon  and  Anna  (Beeman)  Sutliff,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  N.  Y.,.  in  178G,  the  latter  on  the 
Susquehanna  river.  In  August,  1820,  the 
family,  consisting  of  father,  mother  and 
children,  set  out  from  their  home  in  the 
East  to  seek  a new  one  in  the  then  wilds  of 
Ohio.  The  journey  was  made  with  a team 
of  horses  and  a wagon,  conveying  a few 
household  goods;  two  cows  and  fifteen 
sheep  being  driven  along.  They  passed 
through  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  at  that  time  a low- 
lving  village  consisting  of  a few  dirty 
cabins  or  shanties.  On  their  arrival  at 
Cleveland  they  counted  thirteen  small  log 
houses,  with  not  an  acre  of  laud  cleared  in 
any  one  place  on  Superior,  the  only  street 
in  the  place.  They  were  ferried  across  the 
Cuyahoga  river,  landing  on  the  west  side, 
where  not  a house  was  visible,  but  abun- 
dance of  land  for  sale  on  which  there  was 
not  a stick  of  timber,  the  soil  being  simply 
yellow  sand.  Proceeding  onward,  the  party 
in  due  course  reached  Avon  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  they  tarried  a short 
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time  until  a piece  of  land  cotdd  be  pur- 
chased on  the  so-called  “Murray  Tract,” 
in  Carlisle  township,  and  a log  house  built 
for  the  family.  Into  this  they  moved 
January  1,  1821,  before  any  of  the  cracks 
were  chinked  or  mudded,  and  when  only 
one-half  of  the  floor  was  laid  with  puncheons 
or  split  logs.  This  cabin  was  afterward 
improved,  being  fully  floored,  chinked  and 
mudded,  a chimney  built  and  hearth  and 
fireplace  constructed,  with  a pole  placed  a 
few  feet  above  the  hearth,  from  one  side  of 
the  chimney  to  the  other,  on  which  to 
hang  the  pot  or  kettle.  Their  bread  was 
made  chiefly  of  cornmeal,  sometimes  rye- 
wheat  flour  being  kept  for  special  oc- 
casions; their  meats  were  for  the  most  part 
venison  and  young  fatted  pork;  tea  was 
scarcely  known,  and  “coffee”  was  made  by 
burning  an  ear  of  corn  black  and  then 
steeping  it  in  hot  water,  cooled  with  milk 
and  sweetened  with  maple  sit rrar.  It  should 
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be  mentioned  here  that  on  their  way  to 
their  new  home  they  passed  through  what 
is  now  the  thriving  town  of  Elyria,  Lorain 
county,  then  composed  of  three  little  huts 
inhabited  respectively  by  Hem  an  Ely,  A. 
Beebe  and  a Mr.  Slioles,  who  kept  a small 
grocery. 

Salmon  Sutliff  was  a great  hunter,  and 
the  deer  he  killed  supplied  the  family 
with  not  only  venison,  but  also  hides  which 
were  tanned  into  leather,  from  which  they 
made  shoes  for  all  the  family  and  breeches 
for  the  men’s  winter  wear;  he  also  trapped 
wolves  for  the  Goverment  bounty,  eight 
dollars  per  scalp,  in  addition  to  which  he 
could  get  one  or  two  dollars  for  each  hide. 
Bears  he  would  run  down  by  tracking  them 
in  the  snow  or  driving  them  up  trees; 
their  hides  were  also  of  value,  and  their 
meat  as  good  as  pork  for  family  use.  Trees 
were  cut  down  and  burned  in  large  heaps, 
the  ashes  being  saved  and  leached,  then 
liquid  being  made  into  black  salts,  same 
being  sold  for  §2.25  to  §2.50  per  one  hun- 
dred pounds — half  cash  and  half  trade,  the 
latter  being  in  goods  at  high  figures,  to 
wit:  calico  or  cotton,  twenty-five  cents  per 
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yard.  In  those  days  men  raised  flax  and 
dressed  it,  then  the  women  spun  and  wove 
it  into  linen  and  cloth  for  domestic  use. 
Wild  fruits  of  all  kinds  were  found  in 
abundance,  especially  cranberries,  which 
would  fetch  seventy-live  cents  per  bushel. 
So  much  for  the  natural  history  of  the 
place  about  seventy  years  ago,  although 
a vast  deal  more  might  be  written  of  in- 
terest  did  space  permit.  Something  has 
been  said  of  the  average  dwelling,  and  next 
in  importance  come  the  schoolhouses. 
They  were  built  of  logs,  chinked  and 
madded  in  the  same  manner  as  the  cabins 
were,  and  supplied  with  a fireplace  and 
chimney.  The  furniture  consisted  of  slabs 
(with  pegs  stuck  into  them  for  legs)  placed 
flat  side  up  for  seats,  and  a board,  laid  on 
pins  let  into  the  house  logs,  for  writing  j 
desk.  The  grim  dominie,  armed  with  an 
awe-inspiring  birch  rod.  sat  in  a corner  by 
the  fireplace,  and  at  times  varied  the  mo- 
notony of  the  school  hours  by  flogging 
warmth  into  the  more  stupid  boys  at  the 
farther  end  of  the  class.  Five  years  elapsed 
after  the  coming  of  the  Sutliff  family  be- 
fore there  were  enough  children  in  the 
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neighborhood  to  warrant  the  organizing  of 
a school  district,  and  the  using  of  such  a i 
building.  Before  the  Sutliffs  had  raised  i 
any  grain,  Salmon  would  have  to  walk  to  j 
Avon,  a distance  of  twelve  miles,  and  there 
labor  for  a bushel  of  corn,  which  he  would 
carry  on  his  shoulder  to  a gristmill  known  ! 
as  “Hecock's  mill,”  which  after  he  had  o-ot 
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it  ground  be  would  carry  home  through  a i 
dense  forest  teeming  with  wild  beasts.  On 
one  occasion,  accompanied  as  usual  by  his 
faithful  dog,  he  came  across  a she  bear 
and  cubs,  and  the  dog  and  bear  had  a tierce 
battle,  which  resulted  in  the  total  discom- 
fiture of  the  former,  he  being  badly 
“chawed  up,”  though  not  killed. 

In  the  early  farming  days  the  family 
would  sow  a little  wheat  or  rye,  as  the  case 
might  be,  and  when  ripe  they  would  cut 
it  down  with  a hand  sickle,  thresh  it  with 
a couple  of  sticks  or  flails,  and  clean  it 
of  the  chaff,  etc.,  with  a large  fan 
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held  by  the  hands  and  knees.  In  many 
things,  especially  in  cases  of  sickness, 
they  imitated  the  customs  of  the  Indians, 
and  in  this  respect  it  is  related  of  Salmon 
Sutliff  that  when  somewhat  advanced  in 
years  he  was  stricken  with  what  was  sup- 
posed to  be  consumption,  and  hearing  of 
an  alleged  cure  for  that  disease,  he  re- 
solved to  adopt  it,  viz.:  the  swallowing  of 
a rattlesnake’s  heart.  Accordingly  on  a 
certain  day  he  killed  a yellow  “rattler,” 
about  six  feet  long,  took  out  the  heart,  put 
it  into  a bowl  of  cold  water,  and  swallowed 
it  all,  his  son,  William  II.  II.,  being  a 
witness  to  the  act.  It  is  not.  known  how 
much  of  the  consumption  was  cured,  but 
lie  lived  to  see  his  seventy-second  birthday 
pass,  dying  in  1858.  He  was  a lifelong 
Whig  and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church: 
he  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  a 
great  admirer  of  Gen.  Harrison,  for  whom 
he  named  his  son,  our  subject.  His 
widow  was  called  from  earth  in  1870. 

Thirteen  children,  as  follows,  were  born 
to  this  honored  couple:  Silas  B.,  who  was 

captain  of  a steamboat,  died  of  cholera  at 
Joliet,  111.;  William  II.  H. ; Asa  G.,  who 
died  in  Minnesota  about  twelve  years  ago, 
was  a farmer  and  drover,  driving  cattle 
from  Texas;  O.  II.  P.,  a resident  of  Car- 
lisle township,  Lorain  county;  Charles  IL, 
who  was  killed  twelve  years  ago  in  a rail- 
road accident  near  Elyria;  Ralph  O.,  a 
farmer  at  Chapin’s  Corners,  Mich.;  Lu- 
setta,  wife  of  Eli  Wright,  now  residing  in 
Wood  comity,  Ohio;  Warren  C.,  a justice  of 
the  peace  in  Carlisle  township;  Lucinda, 
Mrs.  Perkins,  who  died  of  dropsy  (she  was 
first  married  to  a man  named  Leel;  Jessie, 
residing  in  Michigan;  Theodore,  residing 
in  Potterville,  Eaton  Co.,  Mich.;  Miles 
W.,  in  Penfield  township,  Lorain  countv; 
and  Rosetta,  wife  of  William  Gott.  The 
mother  of  this  family  was  left  an  orphan 
when  a child,  and  was  brought  up  by  a 
family  named  Osborne;  she  was  a daughter 
of  Silas  Beeman.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Gad  Sutliff,  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land, whence  with  two  brothers  he  came 
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to  America,  all  being  single  men,  and  here 
they  separated,  all  trace  of  the  two  who  ac- 
companied Gad  being  lost;  the  latter  died 
at  Clyde,  Ohio,  aged  ninety  years. 

William  IT.  II.  SutliiT,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county, 
attending  the  old  log  schoolhouse  of  the 
period,  and  experienced  all  the  sufferings 
and  privations  incident  to  three-quarters 
of  a century  ago.  His  clothes  were  of  the 
most  primitive  home-make,  and  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age  before  he  had  a pair 
of  boots  on  his  feet;  but  he  was  tough  and 
hearty,  and  underwent  all  kinds  of  hard- 
ships— working  on  the  farm  by  day,  and 
hunting  raccoons,  skunks,  porcupines, 
opossums,  etc.,  by  night.  At  the  time  the 
town  of  Oberlin  was  being  laid  out  he 
worked  there  the  better  part  of  three  years, 
chopping  down  the  timber  and  clearing  it 
off  the  land.  In  October.  1834,  a Mr. 
Sill,  who  had  come  in  from  Black  Bock  to 
Oberlin,  where  he  lived  one  year,  bargained 
with  our  subject  for  the  latter  to  drive 
four  heavy  oxen,  pulling  a load  of  goods 
(wagon  and  load  weighing  6562  pounds) 
to  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  the 
route  lying  through  a totally  new  country. 
Mr.  Sill  drove  four  oxen  with  a lighter 
wagon,  containing  the  family,  and  they  ex- 
perienced many  difficulties,  at  one  place, 
near  Maumee,  the  mud  beino-  so  thick  and 
deep  that  they  made  but  little  progress. 
They  passed  thirty-one  taverns  in  thirty 
miles,  but  required  to  stop  at  only  one  of 
them,  two  nights,  finally  reaching  Jones- 
ville  in  safety ; Mr.  SutliiT  then  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  did  hard  labor  until  March, 
1838,  when  he  engaged  to  drive  a four-ox 
team  from  Carlisle  township  to  Ionia, 
Mich.  They  traveled  through  the  Maumee  [ 
swamp  before  the  frost  had  passed  out  of  | 
it,  but  got  over  in  safety,  and  then  pro-  : 
ceeded  with  comparative  ease  to  Jackson-  i 
burg  through  mud  and  storm,  but  were  1 
still  seventy-five  miles  from  their  destina-  ! 
tion.  From  Jacksonburg  they  traveled  to 
Marshall,  the  county  seat  of  Calhoun  j 


county,  thirty  miles;  thence  to  Kalamazoo 
thirty  miles;  thence  seventy-five  miles 
northeast  to  Ionia  county,  the  entire 
journey  occupying  twenty-six  days.  Here 
Mr.  Sutliff  assisted  in  hewing  out  a new 
home  in  the  woods,  and  building  a log 
house,  18x24,  into  which  the  family 
moved  within  eleven  days  after  their  ar- 
rival, during  which  time  they  were  living 
with  a man  named  Webster. 

In  the  same  year,  Mr.  Sutliff  having  de- 
cided to  revisit  Ohio,  he  shouldered  his 
knapsack,  and  set  out  alone,  on  foot,  in 
one  day  reaching  St  John’s,  the  county 
seat  of  Clinton  county,  Mich.  From  there 
he  proceeded  to  Detroit,  taking  the  nearest 
route,  which  was  forty  miles  through  the 
woods  along  an  old  Indian  trail.  About 
an  hour  before  noon  he  met  a big  Indian, 
fully  equipped  with  a rifle,  tomahawk 

and  knife;  but  Mr.  Sutliff  gave  him 

a very  brief  interview,  his  looks  be- 
ing  much  more  suggestive  of  a villain 
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than  a friend,  and  left  him  roasting  a 
muskrat  for  his  noon-hour  meal.  Our 

hero  arrived  in  safety,  however,  at  Liv- 
ingston, Berrien  county,  after  a tramp 
of  forty  miles  between  sunrise  and  sunset, 
and  from  there,  after  a rest,  made  his  way 
to  Detroit,  which  he  reached  in  due  time. 
From  Detroit  he  took  steamboat  to  Cleve- 
land, a rough  voyage,  thence  home  by  way 
of  Carlisle,  Ac. 

After  this,  in  the  same  year,  William 
H.  H.  Sutliff,  Asa  G.  Sutliff  and  Philo 
Murry  converted  their  effects  into  twenty 
head  of  cattle — oxen,  new  milch-cows,  Ac. 
— and  started  for  Ionia,  Mich.  They  pur- 
sued the  same  route,  in  due  course  reach- 
ing ’ Marshall,  Calhoun  Co.,  Mich.,  and 
from  there  proceeded  northward  eleven 
miles,  to  the  village  of  Hastings;  thence  to 
Vermontville,  Eaton  county,  from  which 
place  they  plodded  their  way  through  an 
unbroken  wilderness,  taking  an  Indian 
trail,  one  of  the  party  leading  the  way  with 
an  axe,  with  which  now  and  then  he  had  to 
cut  an  opening  through  the  bush.  Some- 
times the  oxen  would  be  “mired  down”  in 
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a tamarac  swamp  they  had  to  pass  through, 
and  then  they  would  have  to  he  assisted 
out,  and  the  entire  party  make  a detour  of 
about  a mile.  At  the  close  of  each  day  a 
halt  would  be  made  at  some  convenient 
spot,  a fire  built,  the  cows  milked,  and  a 
quilt  spread  on  Mother  Earth,  whereon  the 
weary  wayfarers  would  rest  for  the  night. 
To  use  Mr.  Sutliff's  own  graphic  words  : 
“We  ate  and  drank  and  fared  sumptuously 
during  the  three  days  and  three  nights  we 
were  in  the  wilderness,  and  came  out  hale 
and  hearty!” 

In  September,  1810,  Mr.  Sufi  iff  was 
married  to  Miss  Phoebe  id.  Gott,  of 
LaG range,  Ohio,  a native  of  New  York 
State,  born  March  22,  1821,  and  they  had 
twelve  children,  all  sons  except  one,  of 
whom  the  following  is  a brief  record  : 
William  EL,  born  October  7,  1841,  a dray- 
man in  Lorain,  married  Emily  Allen,  and 
they  have  two  children  — Alilton  and  j 
Phoebe;  George  Ik,  born  January  9,  1843, 
died  J illy  21, 1845;  Charles  E.  (his  sketch  is 
on  page  603),  born  February  16,  1845, 
married  Mary  Hoffman,  and  they  have  two 
children,  May  E.  and  Floyd  E ; George  War- 
ren, born  March  12,  1847,  now  residing  in 
California,  married  Emma  Bruce,  and  has 
four  children — Belle,  Bruce.  George  W. 
and  one  whose  name  is  not  given;  John 
Laverdo,  born  May  6,  1849,  died  October 
20,  1852;  Stephen  S.,  born  August  16, 
1851,  died  January  14,  1861;  Martin 
Beeman,  born  April  16,  1854,  died  Janu- 
ary 5,  1861;  James  Alvord,  born  August 
5,  1856,  died  September  12,  1892  (he 
farmed  on  the  home  place;  he  was  married  ; 
j to  Miss  Leona  Barber,  but  had  no  children);  j 
Frederick  Eugene  (a  hackman  in  Welling-  j 
ton),  born  November  17,  1859,  married  i 
Prudence  Coding,  and  they  have  two  j 
sons — Walter  and  Wilber;  one  son  was 
still-born;  Emma  Jane,  born  August  7, 
1862,  wife  of  Bart  Whitehead,  residing 
in  Wellington  (they  have  one  child,  Plicebe 
Delilah);  and  Franklin  Pierce,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1864,  a farmer  who  married 
Frances  Dorchester. 


In  December,  1841.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Sut- 
liff  (the  latter  carrying  her  two-months- 
old  babe),  with  a pair  of  ox.cn,  two  cows 
and  seven  sheep,  set  out  for  , Alichigan  to 
establish  a new  home  on  his  property 
above  alluded  to,  where  they  arrived  in 
safety,  rich  in  youth  and  health  and 
strength,  but  poor  in  pocket,  not  having 
a dollar  at  their  command.  The  young 
husband  and  father  soon,  however,  had  a 
good  log  house  put  up  and  furnished,  and 
he  continued  making  improvements  on  his 
land,  besides  working  for  others,  clearing 
away  the  timber  and  brush  and  assisting 
in  the  building  of  schoolhouses,  bridges, 
and  log  crossways;  chopping  out  highways, 
and  lumbering  in  the  winter  season.  In 
this  wilderness  he  encountered  many  gan- 
gers, especially  from  wild  animals,  and  he 
did  a good  deal  of  trapping,  catching  in 
that  way  nine  large  grey  wolves;  he  also 
killed  a bear,  first  by  the  aid  of  his  doe, 
driving  it  up  a tree,  which  he  chopped 
down,  and  then  with  his  axe  finished  Bruin’s 
earthly  career.  The  amount  of  small  game 
he  killed  was  something  that  would  make 
a modern-dav  Nimrod  gasp  with  wonder- 
ment. On  this  land  he  lived  from  Decem- 
ber, 1841,  to  February,  1852,  — eleven 
years — at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
induced  to  return  to  Lorain  county,  to  care 
for  his  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
Accordingly  he  “ swapped  ” his  Alichigan 
farm  for  one  in  AYellington  township,  and 
here  he  has  since  resided,  for  the  past  forty 
years,  in  the  town  of  Wellington.  One 
day  in  1842,  in  passing  through  a piece  of 
heavily-timbered  land,  four  or  five  miles, 
with  a team  of  oxen  and  a wagon,  when 
about  half-way  through,  he  found  a dead 
man,  evidently  thrown  from  a wagon,  the 
horse  having  taken  fright  at  something. 
Air.  SutlifT  picked  the  body  up,  placed  it 
in  his  \yagon,  and  conveyed  it  to  the  near- 
est house,  the  act  being  justified  by  the 
law,  which  provided  that  after  a dead  body 
! had  lain  in  the  woods  eighteen  hours,  sub- 
ject  to  mutilation  by  wild  animals,  the 
finder  of  the  corpse  may  remove  it.  A 
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coroner’s  ■jury  was  summoned,  and  they 
endorsed  by  their  verdict  the  facts  as  re- 
lated by  Mr.  Sutliff. 

Our  subject’s  first,  wife  died  in  1888, 
and  in  December,  1891,  he  married  Mrs. 
Dency  Eugg,  a native  of  LaGrange 
township,  born  in  1831,  who  by  her  first 
husband  had  three  sons,  namely:  (1)  Orrin 
David  Eugg,  born  -July  1,  1855,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children — Leona  C. 
and  Edmund;  (2)  Frank  E.  Eugg,  born 
July  27,  1857,  residing  in  Huntington' 
township,  is  married  and  has  four  children 
- — Ermie,  Earl,  Laverdo  and  Grace;  and 
(3)  Charles  Edison  Eugg.  residing  in 
Huntington.  The  father  of  these,  Edmund 
Eugg,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
whence  he  came  to  Ohio  when  eleven  years 
old.  In  February,  185-1,  he  married  Miss 
Dency  Hulbert,  of  LaGrange  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Sutliff’s  Michigan  farm  comprised 
140  acres;  his-one  in  "Wellington  township, 
126  acres.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a 
Republican,  his  iirst  Presidential  vote  be- 
ing cast  for  W.  II.  Harrison;  in  matters  of 
religion  he  has  been  a member  of  the  M. 

CD 

E.  Church  since  he  was  sixteen  years  old. 


G.  COMINGS,  mayor  of  Oberlin, 
and  proprietor  of  one  of  the  most 
extensive  bookstores  in  Lorain 
county,  is  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  Yt.,  born  in  1856,  a son  of 
A.  C.  and  Amanda  (Jones)  Coinings,  both 
also  of  the  “Green  Mountain”  State, 
where  they  were  - married.  They  came  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  when  our  subject 
was  nine  years  old,  and  settled  on  a farm 
in  Russia  township,  one  mile  from  Ober- 
lin. They  had  a family  of  six  children, 

all  educated  at  Oberlin,  A.  G.  being  the 

© 

youngest;  he  has  one  brother  living,  pub- 
lisher of  a paper  at  Springfield,  Mo.  The 
father  is  living;  the  mother  is  deceased. 

CJ 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  after  comino- 

*J  © 

to  Russia  township,  attended  Oberlin  Col- 


lege fill  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  after 
which  he  taught  school  ten  years,  in  course 
of  which  time  he  served  in  the  capacity  of 
principal  and  superintendent  at  Conneaut, 
Ohio,  and  other  places.  He  then  perma- 
nently settled  in  Oberlin,  and  in  1889 
bought  his  present  business,  which  has 
since  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
has  had  to  enlarge  his  premises. 

On  June  20,  1878,  Mr.  Comings  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emelie  Eovc-e, 
who  was  born  in  Oberlin  March  27,  1856, 
a daughter  of  S.  and  Martha  Royce.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comings  two  children  have 
been  born:  Charles  and  Harriet.  In  his 

political  predilections  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, has  been  a member  of  the  city 
j council  two  years,  and  mayor  of  Oberlin 
j since  April,  LS92.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 


E.  BRAMAN,  countv  coroner  for 
Lorain  county,  and  township  asses- 
sor of  Elyria  township,  is  a native 
of  the  countv,  born  at  Carlisle  Oc- 
tober 20,  1838. 

Anson  Braman,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1811  in  Genesee  county,  N. 
Y.  In  1822  his  parents  came  from  that 
county  to  Avon  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio.  In  1832  Anson  removed  from  Avon 
to  Carlisle,  where  he  followed  the  business 
of  a farmer  and  nurseryman,  and  in  1855 
came  to  Elyria,  same,  county,  where  he 
established  the  nurseries  now  owned  by  J. 
C.  Hill.  From  Elyria  he  went  to  North- 
port,  Mich.  He  was  married,  in  1835,  in 
Carlisle,  to  Miss  Emeline  Vincent,  who 
was  born  at  Nit.  "Washington,  Berkshire 
Co.,  Mass.,  October  10,  ISIS. 

E.  E.  Braman  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  educated  at  the  Elyria  public- 
schools.  At  the  aoe  when  he  should  have 

CD 

been  entering  the  arena  of  professional 
or  business  life,  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
and  fired  by  the  spirit  of  patriotism  he  en- 
listed, August  9,  1861,  in  Company  1, 
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Eighth  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Columbus,  Ohio  On  the 
first  day  of  his  service  lie  was  promoted 
to  corporal,  afterward  to  sergeant,  and 
finally  to  lieutenant,  his  commission,  how- 
ever, not  being  issued  till  July  25,  186-4. 
Our  subject  participated  in  the  following 
battles  and  skirmishes:  Hanging  Rock, 

Ya. ; Romney,  Ya.  (both  battles);  Blues 
Gap;  French  Store;  Blooming  Gap;  Cedar 
Creek;  Strasburgh;  Kernstown;  Winches- 
ter; Cedar  Creek  (second  battle);  Wood- 
stock;  Edinburgh;  Mt.  Jackson;  Rood's 
Hill;  Hew  Market;  Front  Royal;  Harri- 
son’s Lauding;  Chickahominy  Swamps; 
Germantown  (all  these  in  Virginia);  Mon- 
ocacy  Bridge,  Md.;  South  Mountain,  Md.: 
Chancellorsville,  Ya.;  Gettysburg,  Pa.; 
Kilwinter,  Md.  After  which  he  was 
present  at  the  following  engagements  in 
Virginia:  Falling  Water,  Culpeper  Court- 
house, Robinson’s  River,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Bealeton,  Auburn.  Bristol  Station, 
Centerville,  Kelly’s  Ford,  Robertson’s 
Tavern,  Mine  Run,  Morton’s  Ford,  Wil- 
derness, Todd’s  Furnace,  Po  River,  Spott- 
sylvania  and  North  Anna.  At  the  last 
named  battle  he  received  a shot  through 
the  thigh,  which  crippled  him  for  life,  and 
he  remained  in  hospital  until  August  25, 
1804,  when  he  returned  home. 

In  1865  Mr.  Braman  married  Miss 
Helen  M.  Nickerson,  a native  of  Welling- 
ton,  Ohio,  and  four  children — Edith  M., 
Harry  E.,  Hattie  L.  and  Frank  R. — were 
born  to  them.  For  a short  time  after  the 
war  Mr.  Braman  was  engaged  in  the  coal 
business,  but  since  1868  he  has  almost 
constantly  been  holding  local  offices  of 
trust.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  town- 
ship assessor  of  Elyria  township,  an  in- 
cumbency he  has  tilled  continuously  since, 
with  the  exception  of  the  period  he  was 
county  sheriff — 1872  to  1876.  He  was 
elected  county  coroner  in  1881.  and  has 
filled  the  office  ever  since  without  interrup- 
tion. He  has  served  as  constable  of 
Elyria  township  several  years,  and  is,  at 
present,  deputy  city  marshal.  His  pen- 


sion for  services  in  the  war  was  originally 
thirty  dollars  per  month,  which  was  raised 
to  forty-five  dollars  by  special  Act  of  Con- 
gress. Politically  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican; socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  Post,  No.  65,  Elyria  (in  which 
he  has  been  senior  vice-commander),  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Knights  of  Honor. 


GII.  ROBBINS,  ex-treasurer  of  Lor- 
, ain  county,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
J September  25,  1826,  fourth  in  the 
lb.  order  of  birth  of  the  nine  children 
of  Joseph  and  Mehitabel  (Tlurlbut) 
j Robbins,  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  parents  of  subject  moved  to  Jeffer- 
son county.  N.  T .,  and  there  followed 
farming  until  1825,  when  they  came  to 
Ohio  and  settled  in  the  woods  of  La- 
Grange  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
I they  cleared  a farm  and  remained  till  the 
\ father  was  about  seventy  years  old.  They 
I then  retired  into  the  village  of  La  Grange, 

O ' O' 

i and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
: busy  lives,  the  mother  dying  in  1878,  at 
I the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  the  father 
' in  1880,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety- 
; one.  lie  was  in  politics  first  a L)emocrat, 
i then  a Free-soiler,  and  lastly  a Republican, 
j He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  was  a deacon 
from  1840  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  father  (grandfather  of  subject)  was  a 
native  of  Ashford,  Conn.,  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  died  in  La  Grange,  Lorain 
county,  when  his  grandson,  G.  II.,  was  a 

b°y- 

The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his  first  home, 

I and  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old 
I followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  then 
! entered  mercantile  business  in  the  town  of 
j La  Grange,  and  continued  in  same  with 

encouraodncr  success  until  1880,  when  he 
i was  elected  county  treasurer,  in  which 
office  he  served  two  terms  (four  years).  At 
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the  time  of  his  receiving  the  incumbency 

c?  _ «/ 

lie  moved  into  Elyria,  and  has  since  been 
one  of  its  most  prominent  and  respected 
citizens.  Since  1850  he  has  been  a zeal- 
ous Republican,  prior  to  which  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

In  1853  Mr.  Robbins  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  F.  Perkins,  who 
lias  borne  him  two  children,  Louise  L. 
and  Ilettie  J.  Mary  F.  Perkins  was  born 
February  12,  1828,  at  Burlington,  Otsego 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  is  the  eldest  daughter  and 
second  child  in  the  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren— four  sons  and  four  daughters — born 
to  Thomas  and  Lucy  (Fitch)  Perkins,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  place.  Her 
early  years  were  spent  in  ABrgil,  Cortland 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  in  1849  she  removed  with 
her  parents  to  Grafton,  Ohio.  For  several 
years  previous  to  her  marriage  she  was 
engaged  in  teaching,  in  which  profession 
she  was  very  successful.  Thomas  Perkins 
was  a descendant  of  John  Perkins,  one  of 
two  brothers  who  migrated  from  Encdand 
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to  Boston  about  the  year  1700. 


( f EXRY  E.  MUSSEY,  a prominent 
| business  man  of  Elyria,  and  a lead- 
ing  financier  of  Ohio,  commands 
more  than  a passing  notice  in  the 
pages  of  this  volume.  lie  was 
born  August  18,  1818,  in  Washino-ton 
county,  X.  Y.,  where  he  passed  his  early 
school  days. 

Reuben  Mussey,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Mew  Hampshire,  born  in 
Dover,  October  14,  1785.  He  studied 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany, 
X.  Y.,  in  1818,  and  practiced  his  profes- 
sion at  Sandy  Hill,  X.  Y.,  in  partnership 
part  of  the  time  with  Judge  Skinner,  also 
law  partner  with  B.  1'.  Butler,  of  New 
York,  and  part  of  the  time  with  Hon.  Silas 
Wright,  subsequently  U.  S.  Senator  in 
Xew  York  State.  In  1825  he  came  to 
Elyria,  his  family  following  August  10, 
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1826,  and  here  he  remained,  devotion  him- 
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self  chiefly  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
teaching  school  in  the  county,  and  in  other 
occupations,  including  that  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  until  the  fall  of  1837,  when  he 
removed  with  all  his  family  (excepting  his 
son.  Henry  E.),  to  Rockford,  111.,  where 
he  continued  in  the  practice  of  the  law 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  October 
14,  1843. 

llenry  E.  Mussey  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  Elyria  under  the  preeeptorship  of 
Rev.  John  Monteith,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  commenced  the  battle  of  life  with 
no  capital  save  energy,  willing  heart  and 
hands,  and  sound  judgment.  He  takes 
pride  in  relating  how  he  chopped  cord- 
wood  in  Elyria  at  eighteen  and  three- 
quarter  cents  and  twenty  cents.  Choosing 
the  arena  of  mercantile  trade,  he  became 
clerk  for  Kendall  Parsons,  where  close 
application  to  business,  steadiness  and  in- 
tegrity soon  brought  him  advancement  till 
we  find  him  in  course  of  time  senior  partner 
of  Mussey  vfc  Fuller,  which  subsequently 
became II.  E.  Mussey  & Co.,  and  he  claims 
that  the  secret  of  the  unbounded  success  the 
firm  met  with  was  the  strictly  cash  basis 
upon  which  they  operated — buying  for 
cash  and  selling  for  cash.  In  1842  Mr. 
Mussey  went  west  and  took  up  a large 
amount  of  land  in  Minnesota.  He  was  in 
Chicago  when  land  there  that  is  now  worth 
millions  could  have  been  bouo-lit  for  a 

O 

mere  song;  but  from  his  experience  he 
avers  that  money  loaned  at  six  per  cent 
per  annum  is  a better  and  safer  invest- 
ment than  average  real-estate  investments. 
During  the  “forties”  he  made  more  than 
one  trip  to  Michigan  and  elsewhere,  carry- 
ing with  him  different  bank  currencies,  and 
making  exchanges  at  various  places,  sell- 
ing at  a discount  for  gold  and  trading  cur- 
rency for  currency,  in  order  to  get  Ohio 
money  or  gold.  In  1857  he  sold  out  his 
mercantile  business  to  Baldwin,  Laundon 
X Xelson,  and  engaged  in  lake  shipping, 
becoming,  from  that  time,  interested  also 
in  banking  and  real  estate. 
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In  1843  Mr.  Mussey  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Caroline  M.  Kendall,  of 

J"'1 

Sutlield,  Conn.,  and  live  children  were  born 
to  them— three  sons  and  two  daughters — 
Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months;  and  Eugene  K.,  Reno  F.,  Caro- 
line E.  and  Flora  B.,  all  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  A stanch  Democrat,  Mr.  Mus- 
sey  has  at  all  times  been  loyal  to  his  party 
and  country,  but  has  never  aspired  to  of- 
lice,  nor  has  he  ever  taken  active  part  in 
political  contests.  For  thirty  continuous 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board  of  Elyria,  for  twenty-four  its  treas- 
urer, and  during  many  years  its  president. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Elyria,  and  a director  of  the  Cleveland 
National  Bank  of  Cleveland,  both  of  which 
institutions  lie  assisted  in  organizing;  is 
president  of  the  Mussey  Stone  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  stone  interests  in  Ohio: 
is  largely  interested  in  the  Cambridge 
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Consolidated  Coal  Company;  besides  in 
many  other  enterprises — financial  and  oth- 
erwise— and  has  taken  pride  and  pleasure 
in  contributing  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  to  whatever  tended  to  the  pros- 
perity and  welfare  of  the  community  at 
large. 

Mr.  Mussey  is  possessed  of  a most  re- 
tentive memory,  recalling  with  wonderful 
accuracy  the  details  of  incidents  which  oc- 
curred within  his  own  view  during  his 
long  life;  and  he  believes  that  memory  is 
the  divinest  attribute  of  man,  permitting 
him  to  live  over  again  the  happy  days  of 
his  past  life.  He  has  in  his  possession  a 
budget  of  souvenirs  illustrative  in  a meas- 
ure of  the  rapid  strides  this  country  has 
made  during  the  past  few  decades — such 
as  letters  written  in  the  “thirties”  before 
envelopes  came  into  use,  and  the  postage 
was  thirty-seven  and  one-half  cents  per 
half  ounce  between  Elyria  and  Indiana. 
He  saw  the  day  when  the  mail  for  Elyria 
was  brouo-ht  on  horseback  in  a single  bag 
three  times  a week,  and  has  witnessed  all  the 
•improvements  since,  from  the  daily  stage  to 
the  present  age  of  steam,  telegraph  and 


I telephone,  with  postage  gradually  reduced 
| to  two  cents  per  ounce  to  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  single  mail  bao-  of 
three  times  a week  developed  into  many 
such— pouring  their  contents,  correspond- 
ence from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world 
— several  times  a day  in  every  day  of  the 
year.  He  has  also  been  a witness  to  great 
political  changes  in  the  nation,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  improvements  that  he  marks 
was  the  transformation  of  a State  currency 
to  a National  one.  Mr.  Mussey  has  seen 
dark  periods  of  panics  and  financial  de- 
pression, but  by  keen  foresight  and  care- 
ful management  he  always  succeeded  in 
steering  his  affairs  clear  of  shoals  and  the 
j impending  vortex.  During  the  war  of  the 
! Hebei  lion,  he  was  true  to  ids  colors,  gave 
much  of  his  time  and  means  toward  the 
defense  of  the  Union,  and  was  a member 
of  the  local  military  committee.  In  re- 
ligious connection  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has 
ever  been  a liberal  supporter.  Socially  he 
has  always  been  liberal,  frank  and  genial, 
in  business  never  else  than  scrupulously 
honorable  and  honest. 


')  Jf  M.  PARKER,  A.  M.,  superin- 
fT^lj  tendent  of  public  schools,  Elyria,  is 
j 1 a native  of  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
born  in  December,  1835,  a son  of 
John  and  Persis  (Follett)  Parker, 
natives  of  Franklin  county,  Vt.  They 
come  of  old  Puritan  stock,  and  the  first  of 
the  family  in  Ohio  came  about  the  year 
1835. 

His  grandfather  was  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  and  an  officer  in  the  war  of 
1812.  One  of  his  o-reat-orandfathers  was 

O O 

killed  in  the  Revolution,  and  another  was 
an  officer  throughout  that  war,  and  judge 
of  the  first  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont. 

Our  subject  received  a liberal  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood of  his  birthplace,  and  at  Marietta 
College,  Marietta,  Ohio,  from  which  insti- 
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tution  lie  graduated  in  1S59.  He  entered 
upon  the  profession  of  teaching  at  the 
Granville  Male  Academy,  of  which  he  was 
principal  for  one  year,  lie  served  two 
years  as  principal  of  the  Second  Ward 
Schools  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  under  the 
snperintendency  of  Gen.  M.  1).  Leggett, 
lie  resigned  this  position  to  accept  the 
snperintendency  of  the  Elyria  Public 
Schools,  from  which  work  he  was  called 
two  years  later,  1 ~s6-L,  to  take  charge  of 
the  Mansfield  Public  Schools,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  till  1873,  when  he  resigned 
to  return  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Elyria, 
where  he  still  remains.  Mr.  Parker  is  a 
member  of  the  National  and  the  Ohio 
State  Educational  Associations,  and  is  a 
regular  attendant  at  their  meetings;  he  has 
served  on  various  committees  thereof,  and 
as  president  of  the  Ohio  Association;  he 
was  a member  of  the  State  examining 
board  three  years,  having  received  his  ap- 
pointment. from  Col.  I).  F.  DeWolf. 
While  a resident  of  Pi  chi  and  county, 
Ohio,  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
county  examiners,  and  since  coming  to 
Lorain  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of 
examiners  of  that  county,  some  twenty 
years.  At  a convention  of  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees  of  Ohio,  held  at  Lakeside, 
Ohio,  in  July,  1892,  Mr.  Parker  was 
elected  Great  Commander  for  the  State. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  he  was  reelected 
to  the  same  responsible  position. 


ILLIAM  HELD M YEP,  promi- 
nent in  the  commercial  circles  of 
Elyria,  and  one  of  the  most  ex- 
- tensive  hardware  merchants  in 
Lorain  county,  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  born  in  Medina  county  April  13, 
1850.  lie  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Julia 
Heldmyer,  natives  of  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
many, who  came  to  America  in  1818,  set- 
tling in  Medina  county,  Ohio.  The  father, 
who  was  first  a harness  maker  and  later  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  early  in  life; 
the  mother  is  yet  living  in  Elyria, 
sc  • 


William  Ileldmyer  at  about  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  left  home  and  worked  in 
various  cities  throughout  the  country, 
finally,  in  1867,  locating  in  Elyria,  where 
he  first  found  employment  on  the  L.  S.  & 
M.  S.  Pailroad.  but  it  was  not  until  1880 
that  his  career  of  success  commenced.  At 
that  time  he  opened  out,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Semple,  a hard- 
ware store  in  Elyria,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Ileldmyer,  Wright  A Semple,  and  three 
years  later  he  bought  out  the  entire  con- 
cern, carrying  same  on  for  some  three 
years  longer  as  sole  proprietor.  He  then 
received  into  partnership  Air.  John  Krantz, 
and  for  the  past  several  years  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  firm  has  become  as  a proverb  in 
the  community,  while  others  have  not  suc- 
ceeded so  well.  William  Heldmyer  & Co. 
bought  out  the  entire  stock  of  H.  Brush 
A Go.  (at  the  time  of  their  failure  in 
Elyria),  consisting'  of  hardware,  imple- 
ments, etc.  About  this  time  the  firm  of 
W.  H.  Semple  A Son  also  failed  in  busi- 
I ness,  and  our  subject  purchased  their  stock 
of  stoves,  etc.  The  firm  also  bought  out 
the  stock  of  W.  E.  Brooks,  one  of  the 
largest  implement  'dealers  in  northern 
Ohio,  and  with  this  large  stock  of  goods — 
the  practical  consolidation  of  four  separate 
businesses — William  Heldmyer  A Co.  pre- 
j sented  themselves  to  the  public  as  the 
largest  general  hardware  dealers  in  Lorain 
county.  In  addition  to  the  articles  already 
enumerated,  they  include  in  their  stock 
agricultural  implements  of  all  kinds,  farm 
vehicles,  buggies,  wagons,  etc.,  as  well  as 
hardware  of  every  description,  seeds,  phos- 
phates, etc.  The  building  they  occupy, 

I and  which  they  own,  is  50  x 165  feet,  three 
| floors  of  which  they  use,  besides  a ware- 
house filled  with  goods.  Air.  Heldmyer 
is  a stockholder  in  the  Savings  Deposit 
Bank  Co.,  of  Elyria,  in  the  Lake  Erie 
Electric  Light  Company  at  Lorain,  and  in 
; the  steamship  uYeca.”  In  politics  he  is 
I a Republican,  and  has  been  a member  of 
1 the  city  council  for  four  years.  lie  is  a 
j representative  self-made  man,  all  that  he 
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has  made  being  due  entirely  to  his  own 
indomitable  perseverance  and  irrepressible 
energy. 

In  1874  Mr.  Held-myer  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Beese, of  Elyria, 
by  which  union  there  are  four  children: 
Florence,  Alice,  Leona  and  Harry,  all 
living.  In  the  spring  of  1893  Mr.  Ileld- 
myer  purchased  the  “Metropolitan  Hotel'’ 
of  Elyria,  and  August  1,  same  year, 
bought  a one-third  interest  in  the  “And 
wur  Hotel,”  an  elegant  hostelry  costing- 
ninety  thousand  dollars.  His  home  is  sit- 
uated at  Middle  avenue  and  Fourth  street. 


HEMAN  E.  STARE,  who  for  the 
past  sixty  years,  or  nearly  so,  has 
been  a resident  of  Penfield  town- 
■JJ  ship,  is  a son  of  Orrin  Starr, 
who  was  a representative  pioneer 
citizen  of  same. 

Orrin  Starr  was  born  October  30,  1803, 
in  Delaware  county,  A.  Y.,  a son  of  Elea- 
zer  and  Rebecca  (Clapp)  Starr,  old  settlers 
of  that  county,  where  be  passed  his  early 
years  on  the  home  farm.  He  received  his 
literary  training  in  the  common  schools  of 
Jiis  native  county,  but  when  seven  years 
old  he  was  left  fatherless,  and  the  duties 
of  assisting  in  the  support  of  the  family 
and  his  widowed  mother  devolved  upon 
him.  In  1834  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  family  estate,  and  migrating  to  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  settled  on  a farm  a mile 
and  a half  northeast  of  Penfield  Center,  at 
which  time  the  present  territory  of  Pen- 
field  township  contained  but  two  frame 
dwellings.  On  September  12,  1825,  he 

had  married  Miss  Abigail,  daughter  of 
_ o 

Pieman  and  Lucinda  Ilickok,  of  Schoharie 
county,  Y.  Y.,  and  they  had  passed  a happy 
wedded  life  of  over  fifty-six  years,  when, 
on  April  30,  1882,  he  was  called  from 
earth*,  he  was  buried  in  Penfield  cemetery. 
Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Starr 
has  resided  on  the  home  farm  with  her  son 


Clapp  R.,  who  now  owns  the  place.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Starr  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  viz.:  Melinda  (deceased),  Min- 
erva and  Maria  (twins),  Pieman  E.  (our 
subject),  Elizabeth  (who  died  in  Kansas), 
Alonzo  B.  (who  died  at  Mount  Vernon, 
Ky.,  of  disease  contracted  in  the  army), 
Hiram  IP.,  Emma  L.  (deceased),  Edna, 
Clapp  R.,  and  Marian  A.  (deceased).  In 
politics  he  was  originally  an  Old-line 
Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  his  township,  but 
resigned  after  serving  a year,  feeling  that 

O wo  # «/  # ° 

his  personal  affairs  required  his  exclusive 
attention;  he  was  also  elected  to  other  town- 
ship offices.  He  and  his  wife  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  latter  having  joined  it  in  her 
youth.  Pie  was  a very  successful  man, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  237-| 
acres  of  excellent  land  in  the  center  of 
Penfield  township. 

Heinan  E.  Starr  was  born  March  30, 
1831,  at  Plarpersfield,  Delaware  Co..  JSr. 
Y.,  and  when  three  and  a half  years  old 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Penfield 
township.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of 
, his  boyhood  home,  then  held  in  old  log 
j houses,- his  first  teacher  being  Miss  Mary 
Playes,  but  being  the  eldest  son  he  was 
unable  to  avail  himself  of  many  advanta- 
ges. He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, which  he  followed  on  the  home  farm 
i until  fhe  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  took 
up  his  home  with  an  uncle,  Talcott  Starr;  but 
after  residing  with  him  only  thirteen  days 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  he  did  not  recover 
for  a year.  On  Yoveinber  13,  1852,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia 
j M.  Gaylord,  who  was  born  May  12,  1833, 
t in  Harpersfield,  Y.  Y.,  daughter  of  Milton 
and  Hannah  (Eells)  Gaylord,  who  came  to 
; Penfield  township  in  1836,  and  later  set- 
tled in  Wellington  township.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  Rev.  William 
Eunnals,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr 
resided  for  a sl}ort  time  with  her  father  in 
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Wellington,  and  in  the  following  spring 
settled  on  their  present  farm,  three-quar- 
ters of  a mile  south  of  the  center  of  Pen- 
field  township.  At  the  time  of  their  com- 
ing but  a small  portion  of  this  place  was 
cleared,  and  they  first  lived  thereon  in  a 
home  that  cost  twenty  dollars,  complete. 
Here  he  has  since  erected  a pleasant  dwel- 
ling, and  now  owns  130  acres  of  excellent 
farm  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr  have  had 
three  children,  viz.:  Milton  G.,  a farmer 

of  Penfield  township,  who  married  Miss 
Hattie  Noble  (daughter  of  Mortimer  E. 
and  Helen  A.  (Olmstead)  Noble,  residents 
of  Swanton,  Ohio),  and  has  one  child, 
Winifred  L. ; Lizzie,  who  died  youim;  and 
Harry  E.,  a hardware  .merchant  of  Mc- 
Comb,  Hancock  Co..  Ohio.  Our  subject 
has  always  followed  farming,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  has  conducted  a dairy 
business  in  connection  therewith.  In  his 
political  preferences  he  is  a Republican, 
and  has  served  as  trustee  and  in  various 
other  township  positions.  He  has  also 
held  offices  in  the  Conoregational  Church, 
of  which  he  and  his  wife  are  members. 


WULLIAM  GRAVES  SHARP  is  a 
' native  of  Ohio,  born  at  Mount 
Gilead  March  14,  1859.  and  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  ! 
and  most  honored  families  in  Maryland. 

George  Sharp,  grandfather  of  subject,  : 
and  his  son  (also  named  George),  both 
natives  of  Maryland,  were  amoim  the  first  I 
editors  in  Ohio,  in  which  State  and  in  1 
Maryland  they  held  honorable  political 
positions.  The  grandfather  died  at  Mount  1 
Gilead,  and  is  buried  there.  The  father  of  ' 
William  G.  married  Miss  Mahala  Graves,  i 
who  was  descended  from  an  old  Connecti-  ; 
cut  family.  They  had  but  two  children,  ! 
William. G.  and  George  W.,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  the  youngest  senator  of  Michi- 
gan; lie  is  a graduate  of  Elyria  high  school 
and  Michigan  University,  and  is  now  an 
attorney  at  law  in  Michigan. 


The  subject  of  these  lines  received  a 
liberal  education,  in  part  at  the  common 
schools,  and  in  part  at  the  high  schools  of 
Elyria,  from  which  latter  he  graduated. 
He  then  took  a course  at  the  University 
of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  grad- 
uated  in  the  class  of  18S1  in  law,  and  part 
of  the  literary  course.  When  he  left  col- 
lege he  found  himself  poor  in  a financial 
point  of  view,  but  rich  in  a harvest  of 
literary  and  legal  lore.  He  then  made  a 
trip  west  to  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  and 
j at  Fargo,  in  the  last  named  State,  entered 
j newspaper  work,  becoming  local  editor 
and  finally  editor-in-chief.  Returning  to 
Ohio,  he  opened  a law  office  in  Elyria,  and 
soon  afterward  we  find  him  forming  a 

O 

partnership  with  Lester  McLean  in  Elyria. 
In  1884  he  was  elected,  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney, 
overcoming  an  adverse  majority  of  more 
than  2,000,  and  after  three  years  was 
' nominated  for  State  senator  in  his  District, 

! but  was  defeated,  although  he  ran  con- 
j siderably  ahead  of  nis  ticket.  In  1892  he 
was  a Presidential  elector  for  Ohio  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  has  been  chairman 
of  County  and  Congressional  District 
Committees  at  various  times.  About  five 
years  ago  he  became  interested  as  attorney 
| for  certain  Tennessee,  business  corpora- 
tions, and  in  many  other  enterprises,  from 
which  connection  with  Tennessee  capital- 
ists he  was  enabled  to  organize  a number 

o 

of  large  manufacturing  concerns  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  He  also  vis- 
ited several  South  American  Republics 
for  the  same  purpose,  meeting  with  en- 
couraging success,  but  was  interrupted  by 
the  Chilean  war.  Mexico  was  also  visited 
by  him  in  similar  interests,  and  with  a 
like  result,  and  he  is  now  a director  and 
stockholder  in  half  a dozen  different  com- 
panies, requiring  more  or  less  attention. 
He  numbers  among  his  friends  and  busi- 
ness associates  some  of  the  most  prominent 
capitalists  in  this  country,  both  in  the  North 
and  South,  whose  confidence  he  enjoys  in 
the  highest  degree  In  the  meantime  his 
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home  is  still  in  Elyria,  as  is  also  his  law 
otlice;  but  so  much  of  his  time  is  given  to 
manufacturing  enterprises  that  lie  has  but 
little  to  spare  for  clientage.  While  in 
regular  practice  he  made  a record  equal  to 
the  best,  being  successful  in  a very  large 
proportion  of  the  State  cases  entrusted  to 
him  as  prosecuting  attorney.  In  1891  he 
began  the  erection  of  the  W.  G.  Sharp 
block  in  Elyria,  which  is  built  of  pressed 
brick,  and  is  three  stories  in  height,  hav- 
ing the  interior  titled  up  with  hardwood, 
marble  and  tile.  Mr.  Sharp  has  traveled 
extensively  in  nearly  every  country  except 
the  extreme  Orient,  and  has  profited  much 
by  his  observation  of  men  and  things. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  E.  & A. 
M.,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  K.  O.  T.  M.  and  K.  of  P. 


FJRANK  W.  BEX  NETT,  president 
of  the  'Wellington  (Brick)  Machine 
Co.,  of  Wellington,  Ohio,  comes  of 
stalwart  English  ancestry,  and  of 
patriotic  Revolutionary  stock  in  this 
country. 

His  grandfather,  a native  of  either  Ver- 
mont or  Massachusetts,  served  in  the 
Revolution.  He  was  a Baptist  preacher 
for  a very  long  period,  and  died  at  the 
patriarchal  age  of  ninety-two  years  in 
Wellington,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  his 
wife  also  ended  her.  days.  They  came  to 
Ohio  with  their  family  some  time  in  the 
winter  of  1832-33.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren: Isaac,  father  of  subject,  and  Fannie, 
who  married  Peter  Post,  of  Penlield,  Lo- 
rain county. 

Isaac  Bennett,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1800,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio  when  he  was  about 
thirty-two  years  of  age.  lie  taught  school  j 
both  before  and  after  coming  here,  but 
chiefly  gave  writing  lessons  in  Lorain  ! 
county.*  In  course  of  time  he  opened  out  a 
brick  manufacturing  business,  which  he  car- 
ried on  someyears;  also  owned  a sawmill, 
and  made  rakes  and  such  like  agricultural 


implements  in  a shop  he  built  for  the  pur- 
pose. For  seventeen  years  he  served  as 
a justice  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  stated  by 
good  authority  that  no  decision  of  his  was 
ever  overruled  by  higher  courts.  lie  was 
librarian  of  the  public  library  at  Welling- 
ton many  years,  and  in  every  public  enter- 
prise showed  hiftiself  in  a substantial  way 
to  be  a useful,  loyal  citizen.  lie  was  a 
zealous  Baptist  as  long,  as  there  was  a 
church  or  congregation  of  that  denomina- 
tion  in  the  neighborhood,  but  died  a 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church,  that  event 
taking  place  in  1886,  when  he  was  aoed 
about  eighty-seven  years;  his  wife,  Esther 
(Childs),  passed  away  in  1891.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Lewis,  of  whom  special  mention  will 
presently  be  made;  Tirzah,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Kirk;  William,  residing  in  Well i no- 
ton;  Charles,  also  in  Wellington:  Levi,  de- 
ceased, and  Frank  W.,  subject  of  sketch. 

Frank  W.  Bennett,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  was  born  December  5, 
1813,  in  Wellington,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
lie  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  thp  neighborhood  of 
his  place  of  birth,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen laid  aside  his  Ovid  and  Sallust  for 
the  musket  and  sword.  In  1863  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Eighty-sixth  O.  V. 
I.,  six  months  service,  and  was  discharged 
February  10,  1861;  February  1,  1865,  he 
enlisted,  second  time,  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Seventy-sixth  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  June  8,  1865.  In  the 
first-  company  he  served  he  was  a corporal, 
and  during  his  last  enlistment  he  was  in 
the  regimental  band.  After  the  war  he 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  cheese 
boxes  in  Wellington.  Lorain  county,  which 
industry  he  conducted  until  purchasing  an 
interest  in  his  present  business,  originally 
known  as  Bennett  Bros.  & Co.,  but  since 
incorporated  into  a stock  company  under 
the  title  of  the  Wellington  Machine  Co. 
This  company  is  extensively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick  machinery,  an 
industry  which,  under  their  management 
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and  control,  has  grown  from  small  pro- 
portions to  one  of  considerable  magnitude. 
In  connection  with  this  they  own  the 
Quaker  Brick  Machine,  the  sale  of  which 
they  have  pushed  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  brickyard  sup- 
plies. In  1890' they  put  up  their  present 

manufacturing  building,  which  contains 
» ^ , ,s— 

about  half  an  acre  of  floor  space,  and  they 
employ  an  average  of  seventy-live  men. 
In  18G7  Mr.  Bennett  married  Miss  Ella 
Boys,  who  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  in  1848,  and  came  to  Ohio 
with  her  parents  in  1857.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bennett  have  one  child  — Roy  C.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

Lewis  Bennett,  eldest  brother  of  Frank 
ML,  is  a native  of  Vermont,  born  Septem-  i 
her  7,  1824,  and  received  nearly  all  his 
schooling  in  Lorain  county.  Till  he  was 
in  his  twenty-third  year  he  worked  in  his 
father’s  brickyard,  after  which  he  carried 
on  a similar  business  for  his  own  account,  | 
some  thirty  years,  in  MTellington,  Lorain 
county,  making  by  hand  most  of  the  brick 
used  in  the  erection  of  all  the  best  houses 
in  the  town.  In  1871  he  built  the  “Park 
Hotel”  in  Wellington,  a well  known  and 
popular  hostelry.  In  1847  he  married 
Miss  Fannie  Lewis,  a native  of  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  born  in  September,  1830, 
and  two  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
both  now  deceased,  the  son  at  the  acre  of  two 

O 

years,  the  daughter  (who  had  married,  but 
had  no  children)  when  thirty  years  of  age. 
Politically  Mr.  Bennett  is  a lifeloncr  Re- 

° O 

publican,  and  in  matters  of  religion  is  a 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church. 


T.  MAYNARD,  M.  D.,  a leading 
physician  of  Lorain  county,  and  a 
resident  of  Elyria,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1851,  in  Ripley  town- 
ship, Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  a son  of 
George  and  Polly  (Woodward)  Maynard, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  both  of  whom 
are  yet  living,  and  carrying  on  farming  in 


Ripley  township,  Huron  county,  where 
: they  have  resided  ever  since  their  marriage, 
in  1850. 

Our  subject  was- reared  on  a farm,  and 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of 
his  place  of  birth.  So  hard  did  he  study, 
and  so  apt  was  he  as  a student,  that  from 
being  a scholar  he  became  a teacher  be- 
fore  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  all 
the  money  he  earned  up  to  that  age  went 
toward  the  support  of  the  family.  After 
that  period  of  his  life  he  continued  teach- 
ing during  winter  time,  and  working  on  a 
farm  in  summers,  saving  his  money  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  follow  out  the  am- 
bition of  his  boyhood  and  youth-  -to become 
a physician.  In  1873  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine,  the  same  year  entering 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  took  his  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1875.  During  the  two  succeeding  years 
j he  was  assistant  physician  in  the  North- 
western Ohio  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at 
Toledo,  Ohio.  In  the  general  practice  of 
his  profession  Dr.  Maynard  opened  out 
first  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  whence,  in 
1878,  he  moved  to  North  Amherst,  in 
Lorain  county,  and  here  be  practiced  over 
seven  years,  during  which  time  he  took  a 
post-graduate  course  at  the  Medical  Col- 
lege, Western  Reserve  University,  Clove- 
land,  Ohio,  graduating  there  in  1884.  In 
1885  and  ’86  the  Doctor  spent  six  months 
in  the  Polyclinic,  New  1 ork,  taking  an- 
other post-graduate  course.  In  1886,.  on 
his  return,  he  moved  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  and 
established  his  present  lucrative  practice. 
The  winter  of  1S88-S9  he  passed  in 
Europe,  visiting  various  medical  institu- 
tions in  London,  Paris,  Berlin  and  Vienna, 
spending  a whole  year  in  post-graduate 
work;  in  addition  to  ail  of  which  he  took 
a short  course  at  the  Homeopathic  (Medi- 
cal College,  Chicago,  in  1892,  and  spent 
six  weeks  at  the  Post-graduate  School  of 
! New  York,  in  the  fall  of  1893.  This  is  an 
experience  of  study  that  few  medical  men 
in  Ohio  can  boast  of,  and  Dr.  Maynard  is 
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justly  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  ] 
practitioners  in  his  county,  while  at  the 
same  time  lie  is  almost  the  youngest  man 
there  in  the  profession. 

L)r.  O.  T.  Maynard  was  married,  in  1877, 
to  Mi  ss  Mary  h.  hynian,  niece  ot  I)r.  II,  • 
A.  "W right,  superintendent  of  the  North- 
western Ohio  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at 
Toledo,  already  mentioned.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  and  socially  is  a member 
of  the  Iioyal  Arcanum,  the  I.  O.  F., 
the  Cuyahoga  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Society  of  Medical  Sciences  of  Cleveland, 
and  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society.  He 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  ever  since  he  was  married,  having 
united  with  that  Church  at  Cincinnati 
during  his  student  life. 


CHARLES  E.  WILSON,  county  com- 
missioner of  Lorain  county  (with 

I residence  in  Elyria),  is  a native  of 

same,  born  in  Avon  township,  Au- 
gust 20,  1810. 

His  father,  William  Wilson,  was  born 
in  1812  in  Northamptonshire,  England, 
whence  at  about  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  j 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  a few  years.  He  j 
there  married  Miss  El vira  Clisbee,  and  the  i 
young  couple  then  (1830)  moved  to  Avon 
township,  Lorain  county,  settling  on  a 
piece  of  land,  at  that  time  all  covered  by 
the  forest.  lie  died  January  19,  I860, 
aged  forty-seven  years,  two  months,  nine- 
teen days,  a Democrat  in  politics,  a Bap-  j 
tist  in  religion.  His  father,  also  named  1 
William,  came  from  England  to  this  coun- 
try, and  died  in  Avon  township,  Lorain 
county;  he  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  dying  in  England,  his  second  in  Avon  i 
township.  Our  subject’s  mother,  who  is 
at  present  living  at  Tabor,  Iowa,  aged  i 
seventy-three  years,  comes  of  New  Eng-  l 
land  stock.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  cliil-  i 
dren,  of  whom  the  following  is  brief  men-  I 
tion:  Charles  E.  is  the  subject  of  this  j 


sketch;  Nancy  is  the  wife  of  N.  S.  Phelps, 
of  Glenwood,  Iowa;  Louis  E.  is  in  Atchi- 
son county,  Mo. ; Anna  is  the  wife  of  J. 
Graves,  of  Tabor,  Iowa;  Willis  S.  died 
when  twenty-three  years  old;  Alice  is  also 
deceased. 

Charles  E.  "Wilson,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  elementary 
education  at  the  common  schools  of  Avon 
township,  which  was  supplemented  with 
an  attendance  of  one  term  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege. In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  II, 
First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  which  served 
in  eastern  Tennessee.  lie  remained  in  the 
army  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was 
in  active  service  at  the  time  of  Lee’s  sur- 
render, after  which  he  came  home,  and  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  drove  a team  to 
Iowa,  where  he  resided  one  year  on  a farm. 
Once  more  coming  to  Lorain  county,  he 
married  Miss  Elzina  Lucas,  and  then  set- 
tled on  the  old  homestead  which  at  that 
time  he  rented,  but  later  bought.  They 
lived  there  until  1886,  when  he  located  in 
Elyria.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Elyria 
Savings  Deposit  Bank  Co.;  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society;  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a F.  &, 
A.  M.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  been  a member  of  the  city  council 
and  of  the  board  of  education.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  born  two  children, 
viz. : Alice,  who  was  married,  J une  8, 1893, 
to  F.  E.  Edwards,  and  lives  in  Medina,  Ohio, 
where  her  husband  is  a leading  dry-goods 
merchant,  and  Grace,  who  departed  from 
earth  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 


MITH  STEELE  is  a son  of  John 
and  Pollie  (St.  John)  Steele,  and 
was  born  in  Avon  township.  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  October  27,  1819. 

His  father,  a native  of  Delaware  county, 
N.  7 .,  where  he  married,  was  a tanner  and 
currier,  and  harness  and  saddle  maker.  In 
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1818  lie  came  to  Lorain  county,  settling  in 
Avon  township,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  some  years,  and  then,  about  1826, 
removed  to  North  Amherst.  Here  he 
passed  from  earth  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and  reared  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.;  she  died  in  California. 
A brief  record  of  their  children  is  as  fol- 
lows: Julia  Ann  married  0.  "Williams,  of 
Avon  township,  Lorain  county,  and  died 
there;  at  one  time  they  lived  in  Michigan. 
John  C.,  a farmer,  lived  in  Avon  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  for  a time,  then  in 
North  Amherst,  where  he  died;  his  daugh- 
ter is  living  on  his  late  farm.  R.  E.  went 
from  North  Amherst'  to  California,  where 
he  had  ranches,  and  died  very  wealthy. 
Horace  S.,  who  was  a carpenter  and  joiner 
and  also  a farmer,  went  to  California,  and 
lived  on  a ranch.  Nathaniel  was  a resident 
of  North  Amherst,  and  died  while  visit- 
ing in  New  York  State.  Mary  B.  married 
S.  J.  Finney,  a professor  and  lecturer,  who 
was  elected  to'  the  Assembly  of  California; 
she  died  in  Pescadero,  Cal.  The  seventh 
in  order  of  birth  is  Smith,  the  subject  of 
sketch.  Emeline  married  Isaac  Steele,  and 
is  reputed  wealthy;  they  live  in  Pescadero, 
California. 

Smith  Steele  received  but  a limited  edu- 
cation, and  was  reared  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  farm  life.  In  1841  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Orms- 
by,  who  was  born  in  North  Amherst  Janu- 
ary 27,  1822,  and  whose  parents  were 
among  the  first  pioneers  of  North  Am- 
herst. After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele 
remained  a short  time  on  the  farm,  and 
then  moved  to  North  Amherst,  where  for 
six  years  he  carried  on  a store,  and  for 
three  years  a hotel,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  they  again  went  on  the  farm.  In 
1869  they  returned  to  North  Amherst, 
where  they  built  a nice  residence.  Mr. 
Steele  had  twenty-two  acres  of  prime  land, 
and  followed  agriculture  until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  life  in  1873.  He  and 
his  wife  visited  California  three  times,  on 


one  occasion  spending  a year  in  the  ‘-Eu- 
reka State.”  • Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  Steele 
have  two  children  living — II.  N.  and  Eber 
— two  having  died — Mary,  born  January 
29,  1843,  died  at  the  age-  of  two  years; 
Hattie  May,  born  October  29,  1849,  died 
October  8,  1864.  IT.  N.  was  born  De- 
cember 20,  1845,  and  was  educated  at 
Oberlin  College;  he  is  now  cashier  of  the 
Savings  Deposit  Bank  of  North  Amherst. 
Eber  was  born  December  16,  1847,  and 
educated  at  Oberlin;  he  is  now  secretary 
in  tile  same  bank  as  his  brother.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  was  originally  a Demo- 
crat, but  is  now  a Republican;  lie  and  his 
wife  are  Spiritualists.  He  is  a stockholder 
in  the  North  Amherst  Bank,  and  in  the 
Lorain  Steamship  Company. 

Rev.  Caleb  Ormsby,  father  of  Mrs.  Smith 
Steele,  was  born  at  Becket,  Berkshire  Co., 
Mass.,  August  10,  1789,  and  died  July  31, 
1864,  in  North  Amherst,  Ohio.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  his  native  town, 
and  in  New  York  State,  in  which  latter 
he  was  married  in  1811,  to  Catherine 
Stanton.  In  1820  they  came  to  Ohio  and 
made  a settlement  in  Amherst  township, 
having  previously  bought  the  land  uii 
which  the  village  of  North  Amherst  now 
stands.  lie  wras  a circuit  preacher  in  the 
M.  E.  Church  for  about  forty  years,  riding 
many  miles  to  the  various  meeting  houses, 
and  he  had  a wide  reputation  for  preaching 
funeral  sermons.  Besides  his  duties  as  a 
preacher,  Mr.  Ormsby  carried  on  farming, 
and  became  wealthy.  He  died  July  31, 
1864,  a lifelong  Republican.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  died  in 
1872.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Isaac  C.,  born  January  5,  1813,  died  in 
1875  (he  was  a sailor  on  the  lakes);  Mary 
C.,  married  to  John  Williams,  of  Avon 
township,  Lorain  county,  died  about  the 
year  1832;  Caleb  N.,  born  August  27, 
1824,  was  a farmer,  and  died  June  29, 
1844. 

H.  N.  Steele,  cashier  of  the  Savings 
Deposit  Bank,  North  Amherst,  is  a native 
of  that  town,  born  December  20,  1845,  a! 
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son  of  Smith  and  Lydia  (Onnsby)  Steele. 
He  received  his  education,  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, after  which  he  commenced  business 
at  North  Amherst.  For  some  time  he  was 
in  the  milliner  business,  and  for  about  live 
years  carried  on  agriculture.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Savings  Deposit 
Bank  in  North  Amherst,  and  March  12, 
1801,  he  was  appointed  cashier  of  same. 

Mr.  Steele  was  united  in  marriage,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1867,  with  Aliss  Ellen  Gawne, 
and  four  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  Edgar,  Franklin,  Florence  and 
Alay.  Our  subject  is  a Republican,  and  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  He  is  a stock- 
holder in  the  North  Amherst  Furniture 
Company,  and  in  the  Lorain  Steamship 
Company.  Air.  Steele  is  a man  of  excel- 
lent business  capacity,  and  an  expert  in 
financial  matters. 


JlOSEPH  L.  AVHITON,  Jr.,  a prom- 
I inent  farmer  of  Amherst  township,  is 
\Jj  a worthy  representative  of  an  early 
pioneer  family.  His  grandparents 
were  Joseph  L.  and  Amanda  AVhiton,  and 
the  following  is  a brief  record  of  their  chil- 
dren: Harriet,  born  Alarch  7,  1706,  is 

now  deceased;  Amanda,  born  October  10, 
1797,  is  also  deceased;  Samantha,  born 
August  30,  1794,  came  to  Lorain  county, 
and  died  December  13,  1878,  in  St. 
Charles,  Minn.;  Joseph  L.  is  the  father  of 
our  subject;  Daniel  G.,  born  Alarch  20, 
1801,  came  to  Lorain  county,  but  subse- 
quently went  to  Wisconsin,  and  died  there 
March  20.  1866;  Edward  4L,  born  June  2, 
1805,  came  to  Lorain  county,  and  after- 
ward went  to.  Janesville,  Rock  Co.,  AVis., 
where  he  became  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  the  county, and  served  as  judge, 
deciding  the  Barstow  case  (he  died  April 
12,  1859);  Eliza,  born  April  16,  1807, 
died  June  15,  1885,  at  Clifton,  Va. : Cath- 
erine, born  Alarch  8,  1810,  died  August 
14,  1836;  and  Agnes,  born  August  12, 


1813,  is  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
died  August  16,  1828. 

Joseph  L.  AVhiton  was  born  July  14, 
1799,  in  Lee,  Berkshire  Co.,  Alass.,  and 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  locating  on  land  in  Black 
River  township.  He  afterward  returned 
to  AJassacliusetts,  where  he  was  married 
December  18,  1829,  to  Lavina  A right,  a 
native  of  Springlield,  that  State,  and  in 
1830  they  came  to  Amherst  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  settling  in  the  then  wilderness, 
where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  viz.:  Agnes,  who  married  Henry 
Allen,  of  New  York,  and  died  in  Amherst 
township  August  1,  1863;  Catherine,  wife 
of  M.  AV.  Axtell,  of  North  Amherst,  and 
Joseph  L.  Air.  AVhiton  took  great  interest 
in  the  politics  of  his  day;  lie  served  for 
twelve  years  as  justice  of  the  peace;  for 
seven  years  he  was  associate  judge  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas;  he  represented  his 
county  in  the  Legislature  during  the  winter 
of  1849-50,  and  was  always  very  active  in 
public  affairs.  He  died  April  26,  1869, 
his  wife  surviving  him  till  April  8,  1874, 
when  she  too  passed  away. 

Joseph  L.  AVhiton,  Jr.,  was  born  Alarch 
28,  1848,  on  his  present  farm  in  Amherst 
township,  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  has  always  followed 
farming.  On  June  24,  1874,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Amherst  township  to  Aliss  Annetta 
J.  Gawn,  a native  of  Lake  Breeze,  Shef- 
field township,  Lorain  county,  whose 
grandparents,  John  and  Ann  Esther 
(Quail)  Gawn,  were  natives  of  the  Isle  of 
Alan,  and  came  to  Lorain  county  in  a very 
early  day;  they  died  in  Amherst  township. 
Their  son,  Daniel  Gawn,  who  was  also  born 
in  the  Isle  of  Alan,  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  and  when  a boy  of  sixteen  came 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  He  was  married, 
at  Black  River,  to  Susanna  Spooner,  a na- 
tive of  Alaine,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  nine  children:  Annetta  J.  (Airs. 

AVhiton),  Thomas  E.  (living  in  Amherst 
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township),  Mary  E.  (wife  of  Charles  Grif-  i 
fin,  of  Amherst  township),  John  L.  (a 
resident  of  Lorain),  Charles  L.  (living  in 
North  Amherst),  James  (in  North  Am- 
herst), Susanna  C.  (wife  of  Adam  Schu- 
bert, of  Lorain  county),  Joseph  L.  (in 
Amherst)  and  Daniel  C.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Gawn  operated  Lake  Breeze  farm, 
and  in  1867  moved  to  Amherst  township, 
where  he  died  January  22,  1876;  his  widow 
is  now  residing  in  Lorain. 

To  Mr.  and  AT rs.  W biton  have  been  born 
five  children:  Joseph  Edward,  Curtis 

Warren,  Edith  Lovina,  Agnes  L.  and 
Arthur  Lucas.  In  politics  Mr.  Whiton  is 
a Democrat,  and  has  served  repeatedly  as 
trustee,  assessor,  and  member  of  the  school  ; 
board.  He  conducts  a general  farming 
business,  giving  his  principal  attention,  ! 
however,  to  stock  farming,  raising  Short- 
horn cattle. 


E'DWARD  WEST,  familiarly  known 
as  “ Deacon  West,”  is  a capitalist 

l and  farmer  of  no  small  prominence 

in  Lorain  county,  and  a citizen  of 
unquestionable  loyalty  and  probity,  hold- 
ing many  offices  in  the  township  where  he 
resided. 

He  was  born  October  3.  1818,  in  Green- 
wich, Mass.,  a son  of  Roger  West,  who 
was  born  in  October,  1787,  in  the  same 
place,  and  died  August  21,  1837.  Roger  | 
West  married,  in  1S13,  Miss  Cynthia 
Sears,  born  April  12,  1792,  and  died  July 
12,  1840.  Roger  received  a fair  educa- 
tion in  his  native  town,  and  became  a (mod 

TD 

bookkeeper  and  business  man.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a miller,  owning  saw,  card-  ' 
ing  and  grist  mills.  In  1831  he  came  I 
west  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  the  first  win-  | 
ter  tarrying  in  Brooklyn,  Cuyahoga  j 
county,  near  Cleveland;  thence  in  March, 
1832,  moving  to  Strongsville,  same  county, 
where  they  resided  two  years,  and  then 
came  to  Ridgeville,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  for  nearly  four  years  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming.  Here  he  died,  and  the 


family  in  March  (1838)  following  pro- 
ceeded to  Huntington  township,  where 
they  made  a permanent  settlement,  the 
mother  dying  there  July  12,  1840.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roger"  West  were  upright,  hon- 
orable people,  held  in  respectful  remem- 
brance for  their  many  virtues.  They  were 
the  parents  of  6even  children,  a record, of 
whom  is  as  follows:  (1)  Lyman  was  born 

July  3,  1814,  and  was  twenty- four  years 
old  when  the  family  settled  at  Huntington; 
here  he  was  shortly  afterward  converted, 
and. joined  the  Baptist  Church  at  Hunt- 
ington, of  which  he  was  an  active  member 
and  deacon  until  1867,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Michigan,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  DeWitt  township,  Clinton  county. 
He  united  by  letter  with  the  Baptist 
Church  at  that  place,  where  he  was  made 
deacon  in  September,  1867,  serving  until 
1877,  when  he  removed  to  Lansing,  same 
State,  and  united  soon  after  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church  there.  He  finally  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  DeWitt  township,  Clinton 
county,  as  his  health  was  poor  and  he 
wished  to  be  near  his  son,  and  there  he 
died,  August  1,  1886.  (2)  Hannah  was 

born  September  3,  1816,  and  in  February, 
1831,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Marvin 
E.  Stone,  who  was  killed  by  a runaway 
horse  October  14,  1879,  when  he  was 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  had  lived 
in  Strongsville  for  almost  sixty  years. 
They  had  nine  children.  Mrs.  Stone  died 
November  18,  1893.  (3)  Edward,  of  whom 
special  mention  is  made  further  on,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (4)  Turner  was 
born  March  5,  1821,  and  spent  most  of 
his  life  in  Lorain  county,  but  in  his  later 
years  he  went  to  Kansas  to  encourage 
and  help  his  sons.  He  had  a fall  in  a 
cornfield,  which  proved  fatal,  and  he 
died  September  26,  1875.  (5)  Al- 

pheus  was  born  June  18,  1823,  and 
died  August  1,  1828,  when  five  years 
old.  (6)  Henry  B.  was  born  July  3,  1832, 
at  Strongsville,  Cuyahoga  county,  and 
spent  three  years  in  study  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, Ohio;  he  was  soon  after  chosen 
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recorder  of  Lorain  county,  in  which  position 
he  served  for  nine  years,  holding  the  office 
three  years  longer  than  any  other  man  up 
to  that  time.  Shortly  after  the  expiration 
of  his  third  term  he  went  to  Put- in- Lay, 
and  encrao-ed  in  the  hotel  business,  being 
the  pioneer  in  that  line  there;  and  here  he 
continued  in  this  for  fifteen  years,  when 
the  “Put-in-Bay  House”  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  Some  time  prior  to  this  event  Mr. 
West  had  become  interested  in  the  “West 
House,”  at  Sandusky,  and  after  the  fire  ho 
removed  thither,  remaining  there  three  or 
four  years,  when  he  removed  to  Shelby, 
Ohio,  conducting  the  “J  unction  House”  at 
that  place  two  or  three  years.  He  next 
went  to  Cleveland,  where,  as  stated  by  lire 
Cleveland  press,  he  became  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  successful  hotelkeepers 
in  the  city,  and  died  there  July  12,  1388. 
(7)  Harriet  K.  was  born  July  3,  1834,  in 
Eidgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
in  1859  was  married  to  Fazelo  Hubbard, 
with  whom  she  removed  to  Illinois  in 
1800.  She  embraced  religion  when  very 
young,  and  was  always  a meek  and  Chris- 
tian-like  woman,  and  an  ardent  worker  in 
the  church,  ever  ready  to  do  her  Master’s 
will.  She  died  at  Pana,  Illinois,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1870. 

Edward  West,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  a fair  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  two 
and  a half  years  at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  his  woolen  mill, 
chiefly  in  the  carding  room.  He  was  also 
employed  on  a farm  till  1850,  when  he 
commenced  dealing  in  sheep  and  wool,  a 
business  he  followed  for  about  thirty  years 
in  connection  with  his  farm,  which  was 
located  in  Huntington  township  about 
three-quarters  of  a mile  south  of  the  cen- 
ter. In  1881  he  came  to  Weliino-ton,  with 
the  business  progress  of  which  town  he 
has  since  become  intimately  identified. 
Soon  after  the  oro-anization  of  the  bank 
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there  he  become  one  of  its  heaviest  stock- 
holders and  a director,  and  has  been  con- 
nected with  same  ever  since.  On  Sep- 


tember 24,  1840,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emeline  C.  Chapman,  born 
August  26,  1821,  in  Montgomery,  Hamp- 
den Co.,  Mass.,  a daughter  of  Abner  and 
Olive  (Fisher)  Chapman,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts,  respectively, 
and  a record  of  whose  children  is  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Luther,  born  November  20,  ' 
1798,  came  to  Ohio  on  foot,  settling  in 
Geauga  county,  where  he  was  married 
February  19,  1830,  to  Anna  Granger;  he 
died  March  30,  1886,  near  Troy,  Ohio, 
and  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
(2)  Calvin,  born  March  24,  1800,  was 
married  November  5,  1823.  to  Eliza  Van- 
Horn,  whose  father  was  a cabinet  maker  in 
Boston,  Mass.  Calvin  Chapman  died  June 
1,  1827.  (31  Aehsah,  born  February  10, 

; 1802,  died  January  10,  1804.  (4)  Olive, 

! born  April  22,  1804,  died  January  10, 

| 1870,  in  Wisconsin;  she  was  married 
i on  February  4,  1822,  to  Julius  Hatch, 
j (5)  Aehsah,  born  February  1,  1806,  died 
1 December  28,  1823.  (61  Laura,  born 

February  29,  1808,  was  married  Decem- 
ber 19,  1823,  to  Sumner  Otis;  she  died 
January  9,  1832.  They  had  a son  who 
was  a major-general  in  the  regular  army, 
and  a graduate  of  West  Point,  and  lived, 
with  bis  grandfather,  Abner  Chapman. 
(7)  Abner,  Jr.,  who  was  born  March  8, 
1810,  and  was  married  March  25,  1835; 

! to  Eliza  A.  Cone,  who  died  February  5, 
1884.  He  resides  in  Wellington.  (8) 
William,  born  April  30,  1812,  was  mar- 
ried November  19,  1835,  to  Iiowena  Bab- 
cock, who  died  May  3,  1885,  in  Hunting- 
ton.  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church;  he 
died  December  26,  1880.  (91  Eunice, 

born  July  3,  1814,  was  married  December 
7,  1840,  to  Lyman  West ; she  died  March 
18,  1887.  (10)  Flulda  A.,  born  June  19, 

IS  17,  was  married  October  5,  1841,  to 
Josiah  C.  Lang,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  November  17.  1861; 
she  died  September  20,  1872.  (11)  John 

Austin,  born  April  7,  1819,  was  married 
November  6,  1844,  to  Isabel  Lindsey;  he 
died  May  22,  1891.  (12)  Emeline  C.  i^ 
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tin?  wife  of  Edward  West.  Mrs.  Emeline 
C.  MW st  was  twelve  years  of  age"  when  she 
came  to  Lorain  county,  and  she  attended 
school  in  Huntington  township,  after 
which  she  taught  some  years.  At  about 
the  age  of  nineteen  she  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  but  two  years  after  her 
marriao-e  she  became  identified  with  the 

O 

Congreoatioualists.  Politically  our  sub-  . 
ject  has  been  a stanch  Republican  since 
the  organization  of  the  party,  and  he  was 
always  a pronounced  Abolitionist.  In 
February,  1840,  he  united  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  he  was  dea- 
con for  many  years.  All  his  life  he  has 
been  an  active  and  zealous  church  worker, 
and  has  been  liberal  of  his  means  in  the 
cause  of  education,  in  charities  and  in 
public  improvements,  giving  at  one  time 
a thousand  dollars  to  Oberlin  College  and 
smaller  amounts  since  that  time,  and  about 
a year  aero  he  gave  live  hundred  dollars  to 
the  village  library  of  W ellington. 


C^'  FORGE  H.  ELY,  one  of  the  leading 
y , spirits  of  enterprise  in  Elyria,  and 
|i  one  of  her  most  prominent  citizens, 
Ai  is  a native  of  that  beautiful  town, 
born  November  15,  1814,  a son  of 
Henian  and  Mary  II.  (Monteith)  Ely. 

After  attending  the  common  schools  of 
the  place,  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice 
entered  Yale  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1805.  On  his 
return  from  college  he  became  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Topi i ft  A Ely,  in  Elyria, 
giving  his  entire  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment and  management  'of  that  concern 
until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  his  interest,  i 
At  present  he  is  connected  with  several  \ 
prominent  businesses  in  Elyria,  most  of 
which  owe  their  origin  to  his  enterprise 
and  forethought.  In  the  fall  of  1S93  he 
was  elected  senator  to  represent  the  27th 
and  20tli  Districts  in  the  71st  General 
Assembly  of  Ohio.  For  many  years  he 
l$is  shown  great  interest  in  the  Lorain 


County  Agricultural  Society,  and  is  at 
present  the  president.  Moreover,  rather 
as  a diversion  from  the  cares  of  business 
than  otherwise,  he  has  for  some  consider- 
able time  been  interested  in  the  live-stock 
industry,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  best  stock  farms  in  Ohio,  and  of  the 
far-famed  “Elyria.” 

On  December  11,  1867,  George  II.  Ely 
and  Miss  Annie  Moody,  daughter  of  Lotnan 
A.  and  Louisa  ( Patrick)  Moody,  of  Chico- 
pee, Mass.,  were  married  in  that  town.  In 
his  political  preferences  Mr.  Ely  is  a 
Republican. 


G II  ARLES  COOLEY,  superintendent 
of  the  County  Infirmary,  was  born 
1 in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  in  1835,  a son  of  Moses  B. 
and  Jane  M.  (Peck)  Cooley,  lifelong 
farmers,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Moses  B.  Cooley  was  a native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, born  in  Stockbridge  in  1800,  and 
in  1818  came  west  to  Ohio,  settling  as  a 
pioneer  in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain 
county.  He  died  in  1889,  a Republican 
in  politics,  originally  an  Old-line  WThig. 
The  pioneer  of  the  name  in  Lorain  county 
was  Hanson  Cooley,  who,  in  ISIS,  settled 
with  his  family  in  what  is  now  Brownhelm 
township.  He  was  a millwright  by  trade, 
and  built  the  old  Ely  mill,  the  first  one  in 
the  county. 

Charles  Cooley  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship, and  at  Oberlin  College.  He  married 
Miss  Anna  Bacon,  who  died  in  1865,  leav- 
ing two  sons — George,  now  in  St  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  Charles.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married,  in  1870,  Miss  Addie  Appleby, 
by  which  union  there  is  one  child.  Mrs. 
Cooley  is  a lady  of  refinement,  possessed 
of  superior  personal  attainments  and  busi- 
ness qualifications,  and  by  her  popularity 
has  surrounded  herself  with  hosts  of 
friends.  After  his  first  marriage  Mr. 
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Cooley  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  in  j 
Brownhelm  township  for  five  years.  In 
1S8S  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  posi- 
tion, since  when  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Elyria.  In  the  conducting  of  the  affairs  of 
the  County  Infirmary  lie  is  assisted  by  his 
excellent  wife,  and  they  have  given  emi- 
nent satisfaction  in  every  particular.  In 
politics  Mr.  Cooley  is  a Republican;  so- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  F.  <fc  A.  M. 
and  Iv.  of  R. 


ENRY  WURST.  Among  the  pre- 
eminently self-made  men  of  Lorain 
county,  and  prominent  in  the  busi- 
ness circles  of  Elyria,  is  to  be  found 


this  gentleman,  who  is  deserving  of 
more  than  a passing  notice  in  the  pages  of 
this  volume. 

He  is  a native  of  Hessen-Cassel,  Ger- 
many, born  November  7.  1849.  When  he 
was  about  one  year  old,  his  parents  emi- 
grated to  America  with  their  family, 
making  their  way  westward  to  Ohio,  where 
they  made  a settlement  in  the  fair  town  of 
Elyria.  When  our  subject  was  six  years 
old  he  lost  his  father  by  death,  and  after 
a few  years’  attendance  at  the  common 
schools,  at  the  early  age  of  eleven,  he  com- 
menced business  life  as  a clerk  in  the  gro- 
cery store  of  C.  A.  Parks,  in  Elyria.  About 
1806  Mr.  Parks  went  out  of  business,  and 
young  Wurst  commenced  work  for  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Ely;  from  there  went  to  Mr.  D.  M. 
Fisher’s,  and  from  there  to  Baldwin,  Laun- 
don  & Nelson,  with  whom  he  stayed  until 
they  sold  the  grocery  and  crockery  and 
hardware  business  to  Harman  & Obitts. 
With  this  firm  he  remained  till  October  2, 
1875,  in  which  year  lie  and  II.  LI.  Andress 
jointly  purchased  the  grocery  and  crockery 
business.  After  a short  time,  however, 
Mr.  Andress  retired,  Mr.  Wurst  purchasing 
the  entire  concern.  He  remodeled  the  store 
and  greatly  extended  the  trade,  which  soon 
became  one  of  considerable  magnitude, 
bringing  in  profitable  returns.  In  1880 
he  purchased  the  property  whereon  now 


stands  the  Wurst  block,  but  in  1885  his 
buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire.  He  im- 
mediately rebuilt,  however,  the  result 
being  one-of  the  best  business  blocks  in 
Elyria,  and  known  as  the  “ Wurst  block,” 
just  mentioned.  It  is  of  brick,  three 
stories  in  height,  the  main  building  being 
44  x 75  feet,  and  the  rear  one  18  x 70. 
Mr.  Wurst  continued  the  grocery  business 
till  June  15,  1892,  when  he  found  himself 
so  deeply  engaged  in  other  interests  in  the 
city  that,  in  order  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  affairs  of,  to  him,  more  im- 
portance, he  sold  out  his  grocery.  He  and 
his  former  partner,  Mr.  Andress,  had  pur- 
chased the  “ Beebe  House,”  the  leading 
hotel  in  Elyria,  which  at  considerable  out- 
lay they  repaired  and  refitted,  and  it  now 
stands  second  to  none  in  the  State  as  a 
first-class  hotel.  Mr.  Wurst  is  a stock- 
holder in  the  Elyria  Savings  Bank;  the 
Electric  Light  Plant  Company  of  Lorain; 
the  Savings  and  Loan  Association  of  Elyria, 
and  of  the  National  Buildino-  and  Loan  As- 
sociation  of  Cleveland. 

On  November  27,  1878,  Mr.  Wurst  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elia  Robin- 
son, of  Ridgeville,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  she 
being  of  English  birth,  and  two  children 
have  been  born  to  them — Earl  II.  and 
Charles  J.,  both  now  attending  college  at 
Oberlin.  Politically  Mr.  Wurst  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 


7™ENELON  B.  RICE,  the  well-known 
director  of  the  Oberlin  Conservatory 
, ^ of  Music,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
at  Greensburg,  Trumbull  county,  in 
1841.  He  is  the  first  son  of  Rev.  David 
L.  and  Emily  (Johnson)  Rice,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  May  1,  1820,  the  latter  in  Canaan, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Connecticut. 

The  father  of  our  subject  received  his 
literary'  education  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  and  studied  for  the  ministry  in 
Geauga  Seminary.  The  field  of  his  cleri-., 
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cal  labors  lay  in  Trumbull  and  Ashtabula 
counties,  Ohio,  excepting  twenty  years  in 
which  he  was  traveling  from  place  to  place 
in  the  country,  from  New  York  to  Iowa, 
soliciting  subscriptions  or  donations  to- 
ward the  founding  of  Hillsdale  (Mich.) 
Oolleo-e,  visiting  all  the  Freewill  Baptists 

D t t 1 

on  his  route,  he  being  a preacher  in  the 
church  of  that  denomination.  He  died  in 
Trumbull  county  in  1880.  His  father, 
David  Bice,  came  from  his  native  place, 
North  Brookfield,  Mass.,  to  Trumbull  ; 
county,  Ohio,  then  a wilderness,  where  he 
lived  seven  years  ere  a death  occurred  in 
their  township.  He  married  a native  of 
Brookfield,  Vt.,  and  they  were  members  of 
the  Conoreo-ational  Church.  Two  brothers, 
one  sister  and  quite  a colony  of  relatives 
settled  there.  Enoch  Rice,  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a 
farmer  and  mechanic,  and  built  grist  and 
saw  mills. 

Fenelon  B.  Rice  received  his  early  edu- 
cation at  Orwell  Academy  in  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio  (Prof.  Tuc-kerman  being  then 
in  charge,  now  president  of  New  Lyme  In- 
stitute), and  at  Hillsdale  College.  In  1S59 
he  went  to  Boston  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  music,  and  in  1868  he  graduated 
from  the  Boston  School  of  Music.  In  that 
year  he  took  charge  of  the  musical  depart- 
ment of  Hillsdale  (Mich.)  College,  where 
he  continued  until  1867,  at  which  time  he 
went  abroad  with  his  wife,  who  was  her- 
self musical  and  became  an  accomplished 
vocalist,  for  the  extension  of  their  musical 
culture.  His  time  was  spent  at  Leipsic, 
chiefly  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Pap- 
peritz,  Ignaz  Moscheles  and  Louis  Plaidy 
in  piano,  and  Prof.  Richter  in  theory.  He 
there  found  the  standard  of  criticism  higher 
than  any  he  had  hitherto  met,  and  set 
about  mastering  the  Leipsic  point  of  view, 
with  results  that  were  determining  for  his 
own  taste.  His  teachers,  also,  were  men 
of  high  moral  conceptions,  and  their  in- 
fluence fostered  Prof.  Rice’s  natural  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  high  morals  in  company 
with  high  art. 


On  his  return  from  Germany,  in  1869, 
he  began  his  professional  work  at  Oberlin. 
He  became  associated  with  Prof.  G.  W. 
Steele,  and  entered  into  a joint  arrange- 
ment to  manage  the  Conservatory  of  Music 
in  that  place  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  Prof.  Steele  withdrew,  leaving 
Prof.  Rice  in  sole  charge.  His  connections 
at  Oberlin  proved  congenial,  both  to  him- 
self and  the  College.  With  the  char- 
acteristic  moral  and  religious  sentiment  of 
J the  place  he  could  heartily  sympathize; 
and  if  the  average  musical  feeling  was  not 
up  to  his  standard,  at  any  rate  there  were 
few  places  where  it  was  better,  or  where 
the  public  mind  was  more  tractable.  He 
set  about  his  work  with  the  Leipsic  Con- 
servatory for  his  model  of  organization, 
and  with  an  unbending  devotion  to  the 
lofty  art  ideals  which  had  won  his  heart. 

Prof.  Rice  has  been  director  of  the  Ober- 
lin Conservatory  of  Music  since  1871.  In 
1880  the  degree  of  Mus.  Doc.  was  given 
him  by  Hillsdale  College;  in  1884  the 
honorary  degree  of  A.  M.,  by  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, and  he  has  been  twice  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Music  Teachers  National  As- 
sociation. The  Conservatory  has  experi- 
enced a remarkable  growth  since  his  con- 
nection with  it.  When  he  first  entered 
its  doors  in  a professional  capacity  he 
found  the  institution  occupying  two  small 
leased  rooms,  and  employing  three  teach- 
ers. To-day,  mainly  through  his  indi- 
vidual energy  and  enterprise,  Oberlin  Con- 
servatory of  Music  stands  among  the  very 
foremost  institutions  of  the  country,  as  a 
place  for  the  study  of  music.  The  school 
occupies  a line  sandstone  edifice,  the  muni- 
ficent gift  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lucien  C.  War- 
ner, of  New  York  City.  It  was  erected  at 
an  expense  of  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  and 
largest  structures  ever  built  exclusively  for 
the  use  of  a school  of  music.  It  is  a four- 
storv  building,  with  a frontage  of  150  feet 
on  North  Professor  street,  and  a depth  of 
120  feet,  and  contains  a fine  concert  hall, 
lecture  room,  orchestra  room,  library, 
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offices,  and  more  than  eighty  instruction 
and  practice  rooms.  It  is  heated  through- 
out, by  steam,  lighted  by  gas  and  electric- 
ity and  supplied  with  a fine  passenger 
elevator,  and  many  other  modern  conveni- 
ences. The  three  teachers  of  a few  years 
ago  have  multiplied  into  twenty-three  pro- 
fessors of  unquestioned  ability,  who.  give 
instructions  to  more  than  six  hundred 
students  every  year,  all  under  the  immedi- 
ate direction  of  Professor  Rice. 

In  1863  our  subject  was  married  in 
Detroit,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Helen  M.  Libby, 
who  was  born  in  Portland,  Me.,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Louis  M.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Second  Congregational  Church 
at  Oberlin,  of  which  he  is  a trustee.  For 
the  last  twenty-three  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Faculty  of  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, and  for  the  past  eight  years  lias  been 
on  the  executive  board,  which  has  largely 
to  do  with  the  finances  of  the  College. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  lie  has 
been  a director  of  the  Oberlin  Bank  since 
its  organization,  and  for  the  past  two  years 
vice-president  of  same. 


OR  ACE  WADSWORTH,  better 
known  in  his  locality  as  Deacon 
Wadsworth,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  II.  Wadsworth  & Son.  lum- 


ber dealers,  of  "Wellington,  is  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Tyringham, 
Berkshire  county,  May  26,  1822. 

Enos  Wadsworth,  grandfather  of  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  died 
in  Portage  county,  in  the  woods.  He  had 
gone  hunting  one  day,  and  not  returning, 
his  friends  and  neighbors  instituted  a 
fruitless  search.  Three  weeks  afterward 
a neighbor  dreamed  that  he  saw  the  body 
lying  in  a certain  swamp;  search  was  made 
at  the  place  indicated,  and  the  body  was 
there  found. 

Asa  Wadsworth,  son  of  Enos  and  father 
of  Horace,  was  born  in  Tyringham,  Mass., 
in  1794.  He  there  married  Electa  Russell. 
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In  1819  he  brought  his  family  to  Ohio. 

O ( ^ 

This  was  the  third  family  to  enter  Free- 
dom, Portage  county,  at  that  time  a per- 
fect wilderness.  Wild  animals  roamed  un- 
disturbed in  the  forests,  and  the  sound  of 
howlincr  wolves  was  often  heard.  Their 
first  home  was  built  of  round  green  logs, 
split  logs  forming  the  floor.  There  was 
no  chimney  till  the  kitchen  fire,  built  at 
the  end  of  the  house,  burned  an  opening 
large  enough  to  start  a stone  chimney. 
Four  children  were  born  to  this  pioneer, 
in  their  forest  home:  Calista  A.,  Eliza- 

beth S.,  Emaret  and  Cyril.  Edwin,  the 
eldest,  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  Em- 
aret died  when  three  years  of  age;  the 
others  all  live  in  Wellington. 

• P 

At  this  home  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
spent  his  childhood  days.  The  sound  of 
the  axe  and  the  crash  of  falling  trees  were 
music  to  his  ears.  When  but  four  years 
old,  emulating  the  success  of  his  elders,  he 
wished  to  down  one  of  the  monarchs  of  the 
forest.  In  the  absence  of  his  father  he 
started  for  a large  tree  near  the  house,  think- 
ing to  astonish  his  mother  by  cutting  it 
to  the  ground.  On  the  way  he  slipped  on 
the  ice.  In  falling  he  cut  his  hand  badly, 
severing  one  finger,  thus  crippling  him  for 
life.  When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  he  at- 
tended the  first  school  formed  in  the 
township.  The  family  lived  in  this  home 
twelve  years.  In  1835  they  moved  to  Well- 
ington, Lorain  county.  Wellington  was 
then  comparatively  new,  and  the  people 
lived,  with  few  exceptions,  in  log  houses. 
There  were  at  the  center  two  stores,  two 
hotels  and  a blacksmith  shop;  a third 
building  served  the  triple  purpose  of 
church,  town-house  and  school-house.  The 
first  M.  E.  Church  was  erected  and  en- 
closed the  year  of  their  arrival.  The 
family  made  a settlement  on  land  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  west  of  the  center;  their 
home  was  a log  house,  formerly  used  as  a 
Methodist  meeting-house.  The  father 
and  his  three  sons,  two  of  them  thirteen 
and  fifteen,  respectively,  formed  the  force 
necessary  to  clear  the  land  and  furnish  the 
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means  of  subsistence.  The  elder  son  by 
reason  of  ill  health  was  for  a number  of 
years  unable  to  do  heavy  work.  The 
youngest,  but  a child, was  at  this  time  un- 
able to  assist,  and  the  burden  of  the  work, 
therefore,  fell  upon  the  father  and  the 
second  soil  Horace.  To  clear  the  land  and 
fit  it  for  cultivation  formed  the  task  of 
those  early  days.  At  that  time  ready 
money  was  seldom  seen.  Wood  at  fifty  cents 
a cord,  cut  from  the  farm,  was  exchanged 
at  the  store  for  clothing  and  provisions. 
This  called  for  work  with  the  axe  early  and 
late  to  provide  for  the  family  of  seven. 

During  the  winter  months  Horace  at- 
tended school,  rising  and  doing  the  chores 
of  the  farm  before  daylight  and  swinging 
the  axe  till  nine  o’clock,  then  to  study. 
On  his  return  after  school  the  same  task 
was  continued.  This  routine  of  work  and 
study  was  persisted  in  for  a number  of 
years  till  the  forest  was  replaced  by  culti- 
vated fields  of  wheat  and  corn,  and  lie 
gained  an  education  fitting  him  for  his 
future  work.  The  youngest  son,  Cyril, 
with  increasing  years  became  old  enough 
to  assist  in  the  work,  and  in  1814  a new 
frame  house  was  erected  and  finished  suf- 
ficiently for  the  family  to  enter.  The  out- 
look for  the  family  appeared  bright,  but 
the  following  year,  the  father,  after  a brief 
illness,  died.  This  left  the  management 
of  the  farm  upon  Horace,  then  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  The  next  year  the  frosts 
killed  the  wheat  and  corn.  With  nothing 
to  feed  the  stock  it  was  sold  at  a very  low 
price.  With  a debt  of  several  hundred 
dollars  upon  them,  they  were  still  further 
burdened  bv  the  sickness  of  the  mother, 
who  became  and  remained  a helpless  in- 
valid, cared  for  by  the  two  daughters  till 
her  death  in  1865.  Hard  work,  however, 
cleared  the  farm,  and  good  crops  paid  the 
debts  and  finished  the  house  hitherto  in- 
complete. 

At  twenty-five  years  of  age  Horace, 
qualified  by  hard  study,  began  teaching  in 
the  common  schools.  He  taught  with 
good  success  for  ten  winters,  two  of  which 
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were  in  the  same  schoolhouse  which  he 
had  attended  as  a scholar.  In  connection 
with  this  work  he  became  a contractor  and 
builder,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  the 
leader  in  this  line.  In  1879  lie  started  in 
the  lumber  business,  buying  a small  es- 
tablishment which  he  enlarged,  adding 
thereto  a planing  mill  and  factory  which 
was  afterward  suld.  In  1853  he  married 
Sarah  II.  Phelps,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
and  daughter  of  Daniel  Phelps.  A mem- 
ber and  worker  in  the  Congregational 
Church  and  Sabbath-school,  she  was 
worthy  of  the  love  and  respect  of  all  who 
knew  her.  Mortimer  II.,  their  only  child, 
was  born  June  27,  1857,  and  was  educated 
and  graduated  at  the  high  school  at  Well- 
ington.  He  is  now  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  lumber  business. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  origin- 
ally an  Old-line  Whig,  and  his  first  vote 
was  cast  for  Henry  Clay.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  At  forty-one  he  was  chosen 
deacon.  He  has  been  an  active  worker  in 
the  Sunday-school  as  superintendent  and 
teacher,  and  is  a ready  and  active  helper  in 
all  church  work.  Now,  at  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  he  is  in  good  health,  and  is 
always  interested  in  church  work  as  well  as 
public  improvement. 


A.  POUNDS.  In  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  September  17, 
1848,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
sketch,  who  is  ex-sheriff  of  Lorain 
county,  and  at  the  present  time  a 
well-known  horse  dealer  and  trainer,  than 
whom  there  is  no  one  in  the  county  more 
deserving  of  the  popularity  he  enjoys. 

He  is  a son  of  L.  M.  and  Fidelia 
(Humphrey)  Pounds,  the  former  of  whom, 
now  living  retired  in  Elyria,  was  educated 
at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  became  a promi- 
nent divine  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
a daughter  of  Orson  J.  and  Lucina  Hum- 
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phrey.  Their  children,  five  in  number, 
are  as  follows:  M.  A.,  subject  of  sketch; 

L.  II.,  in  real-estate  business  in  Topeka,  i 
Ivans.;  T.  M.,  engaged  in  banking  in  To-  I 
peka,  Ivans.;  Amelia,  wife  of  George  Bow- 
man, residing  in  Elyria;  and  Jessie,  wife 
of  William  Jones,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  at  the 
Elyria  hiuh  schools  and  Berea  College,  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
early  in  life  evinced  a great  liking  for 
horses,  so  that  he  naturally  drifted  into 
the  buying  and  selling  of  such  stock.  He 
resided  in  Eaton  township,  Lorain  county, 
until  1SS6,  when  he  was  elected  sheriff, 
at  which  time  he  moved  to  Elyria,  here  to 
make  his  future  home.  As  sheriff  he 
served  the  county  two  terms,  or  four  years, 
acceptably,  and  since  retiring  from  the  in- 
cumbency he  has  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  breeding  and  rearing  fine  road 
horses,  besides  training  all  kinds  of  horses 
for  himself  and  others.  His  stables  are 
located  in  Elyria. 

On  November  24,  1870,  Hr.  Pounds 
was  married  to  Hiss  Hary  E.  Johnson,  and 
three  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Hubei,  Harry  and  Ruth.  Our  sub- 

ject is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  An- 
chor Lodge  No.  5G,  Elyria. 


[IP AH  WOODWORTH  (deceased). 
Among  the  leading  representative 
families  of  Lorain  county,  none  are 
more  worthy  of  special  mention  in 
this  volume  than  the  one  of  which 
gentleman,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  an  honored  member. 

Hiram  Woodworth  was  a native  of 
Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  born  in  the  town 
of  Fenner  February  14,  1S02,  a son  of 
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Benjamin  and  Sophia  (Allen ) Woodworth, 
both  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
Reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  trained  to 
the  arduous  duties  incident  all  the  year 
round  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  our 
subject  remained  under  the  paternal  roof 


until  about  a year  beyond  his  “coming  of 
age.”  At  that  time  he  commenced  work- 
ing away  from  home,  by  the  month,  con- 
tinuing chiefly  in  that  line  of  his  choice 
for  some  six  years,  diligently  pursuing  his 
vocation  and  carefully  husbanding  his 
earnings.  By  this  time  he  was  able  out 
of  his  savings  to  purchase  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Randolph, 
Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  two  years 
afterward  he  traded  for  a hotel  building  in 
the  town  of  Bristol,  Ontario  county,  same 
State. 

In  the  meantime,  in  September,  1828, 
Hr.  Woodworth  was  married  to  Caroline 
L.  Wales,  a daughter  of  Rev.  Alvin  and 
Polly  Wales,  and  a native  of  the  same 
town  as  her  husband.  In  January,  1829, 
the  young  couple  moved  into  the  hotel  just 
spoken  of,  which  they  conducted  two  and 
one  half  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
our  subject  traded  the  hotel  for  335  acres 
of  land  in  what  is  now  Rochester  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  eighty  acres  in  what 
was  then  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  On 
May  22,  1832 — sixty-two  years  ago — Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Woodworth  arrived  in  their  new 
forest  home  in  Rochester  township,  the 
journey  being  made  via  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland, 
and  from  there  by  wagon  to  destination. 

From  the  time  of  their  arrival  till  the 
middle  of  September  following,  this 
pioneer  couple  lived  in  the  most  primitive 
of  primitive  homes,  the  rude  hut  being 
furnished  with  neither  door,  window, 
hearth,  chimney,  nor  even  a chair  of  any 
sort,  much  less  any  other  kind  of  furniture. 
Nothing  daunted,  however,  they  cheer- 
fully set  to  work  to  render  their  home 
comfortable,  Mr.  Woodworth  makino,  with 
sucl)  tools  as  lie  was  posessed  of,  some 
stools,  table,  etc.;  and  soon  the  surround- 
ings began  to  take  the  garb  of  civilization 
— the  monarchs  of  the  forest  disappeared 
neath  the  sturdy  axe  of  the  woodman,  and 
the  stately  trees  were  superseded  by  smil- 
ing fields  of  golden  grain,  and  pasture  land 
redolent  with  clover.  The  improvements 
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were  not  only  attractive  in  appearance,  but 
also  of  the  most  substantial  kind,  and  dur- 
able, Mr.  Woodworth’s  maxim,  in  all  his 
undertakings,  being:  “ That  which  is  worth 
doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well.” 

O v- 

Ilavino-  now  succeeded  in  getting  the 
new  home  in  good  order,  and  in  comfort- 
able condition,  Mr.  Woodworth  embarked 
extensively  in  the  live-stock  business, 
which  in  time  grew  to  such  proportions 
with  him  that  there  was  no  room  left  for 
any  competitor  in  that  line  in  northern 
Ohio.  Most  of  his  stock  was  driven  to 
Brio-hton.  Mass.,  where  the  animals  were 
sold,  the  round  trip  occupying  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  forty  days.  In  his  live-stock 
ventures  Mr.  "Woodworth  was  remarkably 
successful,  nor  could  they  be  otherwise 
when  under  his  immediate  control,  and  his 
extensive  trade  gave  employment  to  a 
small  army  of  help,  scattered,  in  their 
various  lines  of  duty,  all  over  northern 
Ohio. 

After  a residence  of  thirty  years  in 
Rochester  township,  the  old  homestead 
was  sold,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodworth 
came  into  Wellington  township,  he  having 
purchased  a fertile  farm,  said  to  be  the 
“ premium  farm  ” of  Lorain  county,  which 
is  now  part  of  the  town  site  of  Wellington. 
From  here  after  a three  years’  residence 
they  moved  into  a hotel  in  the  town  of 
Wellington — now  known  as  the  ‘‘Ameri- 
can House  ” — which  Mr.  Woodworth  had 
bought,  and  was  conducted  by  him  up  to 
his  death;  the  property  is  still  owned  by 
Mrs.  Woodworth.  He  passed  from  earth 
October  10,  1S73.  In  his  political  pre- 
dilections he  was  a Republican,  and  while 
in  Rochester  ho  served  as  postmaster  some 
six  years. 

Mrs.  Woodworth,  though  past  the 
eightieth  mile  post  on  the  highway  of  life, 
is  still  vigorous,  both  mentally  and  physi- 
cally. She  is  residing  in  her  pleasant  home 
on  Maygar  street  in  the  town  of  "Welling- 
ton, and  she  worships  at  the  Congrerra- 
tional  Church.  The  record  of  her  chil- 
dren, in  brief,  is  as  follows:  Roxania 
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(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  John  Braman, 
now  a resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Rosenia  is  the  widow  of  David  L.  Wads- 
worth, and  resides  in  Wellington,  Ohio; 
Warren  A.  is  in  West  Virginia;  Roenia  is 
the  wife  of  F.  M.  Sheldon,  of  Ilornells- 
ville,  N.  V.;  Rosetta  is  the  wife  of  Stanley 
Wilcox,  of  Plattsburg,  Missouri. 


W\  E.  BROOKS,  vice-president  and 
' manager  of  the  Topi  iff  & Ely 
Company,  manufacturers  of  spe- 
cial carriage  hardware,  Elyria,  is 
' a native  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born  in 
' Avon.  August  13,  1816.  II is  parents 
i were  James  E.  and  Eliza  (Sweet)  Brooks, 
both  natives  of  Vermont,  and  early  settlers 
of  Lorain  county.  The  father  died  June 
5,  1871;  the  mother  January  5,  1891. 

Our  subject  received  a liberal  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
and  from  early  youth  was  brought  up  in 
the  general  hardware  business,  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  In  1870,  he  removed  to 
Elyria,  and  became  interested  m the  agri- 
cultural implement  business  until  188S, 
in  which  year  he  sold  out  and  became  as- 
sociated with  the  Top! iff  & Ely  Company, 
which  was  founded  in  1866  by  G.  H.  Ely 
and  J.  A.  Topi  iff,  and  incorporated  in 
Ls88.  They  bemin  bv  making  hubs  and 
spokes,  but  in  1871,  abandoning  that  line, 
they  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of 
tubular  bow  sockets,  for  carriage  bows, 
which  industry  has  grown  to  enormous 
proportions,  they  being  the  only  manu- 
facturers of  this  patent  in  the  world  for 
many  years.  They  ship  not  only  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  but  also  to 
Europe,  South  America  and  Australia.  In 
J the  manufacture  of  bow  sockets  alone, 
j there  are  employed  in  the  building  about 
j one  hundred  hands  who  turn  out  from 
125,000  to  150,000  sets  per  annum. 

On  August  8,  1877,  Mr.  Brooks  was 
. united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  Top- 


■ 


688 


LORAIN  COUNTY  OHIO 


lift’,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Caroline 
(Beers)  Topliff,  the  former  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  the  latter  of  Connecticut, 
and  both  now  living  in  Elyria.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  childien,  as  follows: 
Harold  T.  (wh*o  died  January  27,  1893), 
Margaretta  E.  and  John  P.  The  mother 
of  these  died  December  4,  1893.  Mr. 
Brooks  is  a member  of  the  F.  A A.  M., 
K,  of  P.  and  Royal  Arcanum. 


AN  I EL  T.  BUSH,  a wealthy  re- 
tired farmer  and  a citizen  of  Well- 
ington, was  born  in  Plymouth,  FT. 
Y.,  August  28,  1814.  lie  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  T.  Bush  and  Elizabeth 
(Burst)  Bush,  and  a grandson  of  Henry  T. 
Bush. 

The  father  of  subject  was  born  in  Al- 
bany county,  N.  Y.,  in  which  State  he 
married  Elizabeth  Burst,  a native  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  In  1834  the 
family  came  to  Ohio,  the  journey  being 
made  by  wagon  from  Canandaigua,  X.  Y., 
to  Rochester;  by  canal  to  Buffalo;  Lake 
Erie  to  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  from  there 
by  wagon  to  Huntington  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  they  settled  on  a farm  of 
fifty  acres  covered  with  dense  woods.  The 
mother  died  in  Rochester,  Ohio,  August 
29, 1844,  aged  seventy  years,  seven  months, 
and  two  days.  The  father  died  near  Lan- 
sing, Mich.,  August  28,  1855,  aged 
seventy-nine  years  anu  eight  months. 
They  were’  both  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. Children  were  born  to  this  pioneer 
couple  as  follows:  John  T. ; Joseph  T.; 

Martin  T. ; Xancy  T. ; Eliza  T. ; Daniel 
T.  (subject  of  this  sketch!;  and  Amy 
T. ; all  were  born  in  the  State  of  Xew 
York,  and  all  but  Martin  T.  died 
in  Michigan.  Martin  T.  went  south 
about  the  year  1825  or  1826,  and  has 
not  been  heard  from  since.  The  grand- 
father of  subject  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 


British  and  conveyed  to  Canada,  where  he 
died  of  smallpox;  his  two  eldest  sons 
served  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
against  foreign  invasion,  the  younger 
entering  the  service  of  the  Colonies  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  and  serving  during 
the  entire  war.  The  rest  of  the  family  en- 
countered great  hardships  being  driven 
from  their  home  in  Cherry  Valley,  and 
becoming  eyewitnesses  to  the  destruction 
of  all  their  property. 

I).  T.  Bush  received  his  education  in  the 
little  red  selioolhouse  on  Baptist  Hill  in 
Bristol,  pntario  Co.,  X.  Y.  On  February 
25,  1838,  he  married  Sophia  Clark,  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  the  woods  one  mile 
south  of  his  father's  farm,  where  he  had 
to  literally  hew  out  what  is  now  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Huntington  township, 
which  in  1871  contained  2051,-  acres,  hav- 
ing thereon  a large  and  comfortable  dwell- 
ing and  commodious  outbuildings.  This 
farm  was  purchased  in  different  parcels, 
covered  by  seven  deeds,  and  here  the  fol- 
lowing nine  children  were  born  to  them: 
Almond  IE  (died  in  infancy),  Melissa  J., 
George  C.,  Martin  L.,  Mary  A.,  Edwin  D., 
Charles  A.,  John  O.,  and  Henry  AY.  (died 
September  12,  1879,  aged  twenty-three 
years).  Selling  the  farm  in  1871.  Air. 
Bush  moved  to  Wellington,  Ohio,  where 
lie  now  resides  in  his  eightieth  year,  en- 
joying the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  and  a loving  and  grateful 
posterity. 


Gr/  F.  LEE,  the  widely-known  and 
. popular  photographer,  of  Elyria, 
’)  was  born  in  the  town  of  AHrnon, 
Conn.,  August  26,  1843,  a son  of 
George  and  Ida  Harris  (Skilltnan)  Lee. 
Georo-o  Lee  was  also  a native  of  Con- 

o 

necticut,  born  in  the  town  of  Vernon,  in 
1806.  He  was  reared  to  the  woolen  manu- 
facturing business,  working  from  his 
earliest  boyhood  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Frank  Woolen  VI ills.  His  business  ability 
was  marked  by  the  fact  that  in  subsequent 
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years  he  succeeded  to  the  management  of  ! 
these  mills,  and  became  the  principal  j 
stockholder  and  proprietor  of  same.  In 
about  the  year  1853  a disastrous  tire  de- 
stroyed the  plant,  and,  financially,  Mr.  Lee 
was  almost  ruined.  Concluding,  in  the 
hope  of  recuperating  his  fortunes,  to  come 
west,  he  set  out  with  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, first  locating  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Globe 
IVoolen  Mills  for  about  two  years.  He 
then  made  a trip  still  farther  west,  visit- 
ing different  points  in  Illinois  and  else-  | 
where,  but  not  finding  satisfactory  induce-  | 
ments  to  remain,  returned  eastward  to  j 
Ohio,  and  made  a settlement  in  Xorwalk,  ; 
remaining  there  until  1863.  Removing  I 
in  that  year  to  Cleveland,  he  there  engaged  ! 
in  the  oil-refinino-  business,  and  Fortune  ! 

O j 

once  more  smiled  on  his  enterprise  and  in 
defatigable  industry.  But  again  he  was  j 
doomed  to  become  a victim  of  the  devour- 


ing element,  the  ravages  of  fire  once  more 
confronting  him  on  his  onward  march  to 
wealth,  his  oil  mills  being  burned  to  the 
ground  in  1870,  whereby  all  he  had  a 
second  time  acquired  was  almost  utterly 
destroyed.  This  second  disaster  was  suf- 
ficient to  crush  the  ambition  of  most  men, 
and  Mr.  Lee,  finding  himself  too  far  ad- 
vanced in  years  to  commence  life  anew 
the  third  time,  gathered  together  what  he 
could  from  the  ruins  of  his  estate,  and 
retired  to  Berlin  Heights,  in  Erie  county, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  davs 
in  peaceful  retirement,  dying  in  1871 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Mr.  Lee 
was  a lifelong  practical  Christian,  and  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  In 
his  political  sympathies  lie.  in  earlier 
years,  was  an  Old-line  Henry  Clay  Whig, 
and  in  later  life  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

Ida  H.  Lee,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Riverho.ad,  Long  Island,  N. 
Y.,  in  -July,  1813;  in  1830  was  married  to 
George  Lee;  on  September  7.  1893,  died 
in  Elyria,  Ohio,  at  the  residence  of  her 
sou,  C.  F.  Lee,  where  for  some  years  she 
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had  made  her  home.  She  was  a descend- 
ant of  one  Fanning,  a native  of  Ireland, 
who  had  settled  in  Long  Island  in  an  early 
day.  To  Georo-e  and  Ida  II.  (Skill man) 
Lee  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  sole  survivor. 

0.  F.  Lee  received  his  education  chiefly 
at  the  old  seminary  at  Norwalk,  Ohio.  In 
1861  he  joined  the  Federal  army,  enlisting 
in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
sixth  Regiment,  O.  Y.  I.,  at  Norwalk, 
Ohio.  This  regiment  belonged  to  what 
was  known  as  the  “one  hundred  days 
service,”  and  was  sent  to  the  defense  of 
Washington,  D.  C.  At  the  close  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  Mr.  Lee  returned  home 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  art  of  photo- 
graphy with  J.  F.  Ryder,  and  was  in  his 
employ  most  of  the  time  until  1870.  In 
that  year  he  established  himself  in  his 
present  business  in  Elyria,  where  he  has 
since  successfully  conducted  the  leading 
photographic  establishment  of  the  city. 

lit  1868  Mr.  Lee  was  married  to  Miss 
Ella  Louise  Morehouse,  and  three  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  viz.:  George  E., 

Ida  V.  and  Nellie  51.  Politically,  our. 
subject  is  a Republican;  socially,  he  is 
past  master  of  King  Solomon’s  Lodge, 
L.  & A.  M.,  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  a member 
of  Marshall  Chapter  No.  47,  R.  A.  51. 


EY.  JOHN  KEEP  was  born  in 
Long  5Ieadow,  5Iass.,  in  1781, 
graduated  at  Yale  in  1802,  was 
pastor  in  Blandford,  5Iass.,  and  in 
Homer,  N.  Y„  from  1805  till  1833, 


when  he  came  to  Cleveland  and  became 
pastor  of  a new  church  on  the  West  Side. 

While  he  was  at  Homer  lie  had  been  a 
trustee  of  Hamilton  College  and  of  An- 
burn  Theological  Seminary,  and  was  natur- 
ally interested  in  any  educational  enter- 
prise in  the  neighborhood.  In  1S34  he 
was  elected  a trustee  at  Oberlin,  and  held 
the  position  until  his  death  in  1870.  By 
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reason  of  his  years  and  experience  he  was 
made  president  of  the  Board,  and  had  the 
responsibility  of  the  casting  vote  on  the 
question  of  receiving  colored  students,  in 
1835.  From  that  day  he  took  Oberlin  on 
his  heart,  and  never  laid  it  off  unless  when 
he  laid  off  the  earthly  life.  11  is  last  words 
pertained  to  a letter  he  had  planned  to 
write  in  the  interest  of  the  college.  He 
traversed  the  land  to  gather  means  to  sus- 
tain it,  and  crossed  the  ocean  to  save  it  in 
a crisis.  In  1850,  then  seventy  years  of 
age,  he  removed  to  Oberlin,  and  from  that 
time  his  home  was  here.  At  every  meet- 
ing of  the  trustees  he  was  present,  and 
encouraged  all  by^ his  hope  and  his  faith. 
When  others  were  depressed  lie  sustained 
and  bore  them  on  by  his  cheerful  courage, 
and  thus  he  held  on  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
When  more  than  fourscore  years  old  he 
would  often  come  out  at  evening,  with  his 
lantern,  to  find  some  one  burdened  with 
responsibility  and  care,  and  cheer  him  up 
with  a word  of  encouragement.  His  sleep 
was  sweeter  after  such  a service.  He  died 
in  his  eighty-ninth  year,  not  from  disease, 
but  because  life  was  completed.  [Taken 
from  “Oberlin:  The  Colony  and  The  Col- 
lege,’’ by  the  kind  permission  of  the  author, 
Prof.  James  H.  Fairchild. 


EV.  IIENRI  COWLES  was  called 
f°  the  professorship  of  languages 
j|  ^ at  Oberlin,  upon  the  resignation  of 
•f  Mr.  Waldo,  and  came  in  Septem- 
ber, 1835.  He  was  born  in  Nor- 
folk, Conn.,  in  1803,  and  was  thirty-two 
years  of  age  when  he  came. 

He  had  graduated  at  Yale,  and  taken  his 
theological  course  there.  He  completed 
the  course  in  1828,  was  ordained  at  Hart- 
ford the  same  year,  and  came  at  once  to 
northern  Ohio  under  appointment  from 
the  Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Society. 
He  preached  in  Ashtabula  and  Sandusky, 
and  after  two  years,  having  received  a call 
from  the  church  in  Austinburg,  he  re- 


turned to  his  home  in  Connecticut,  was 
married,  and  commenced  his  work  in  Aus- 
tinburg. From  a most  successful  pastorate 
of  live  years  he  came  to  Oberlin,  and 
found  himself  in  full  sympathy  with  all 
the  leading  objects  aud  aims  of  the  work; 
and  from  the  first  day  until  the  day  of  his 
death — a period  of  forty-six  years — he 
gave  himself,  without  reserve,  to  these  ob- 
jects. There  seemed  to  be  no  thought  of 
himself  or  his  personal  interests;  no  anx- 
iety in  reference  to  position.  His  heart 
was  in  the  work,  and  all  he  asked  was  a 
place  to  lay  out  his  strength.  In  1838  he 
took  the  chair  of  Church  History  in  the 
seminary,  and  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testa- 
ment Literature  in  1840.  In  1848,  in 
consequence  of  straitened  means  on  the 
part  of  the  college,  and  the  necessity  of 
reducing  expenses,  he  resigned  his  work 
in  the  seminary,  and  took  the  editorship 
of  the  Oberlin  Evangelist,  a work  which 
he  had  shared  with  others  for  some  years 
preceding.  From  this  time  until  the  close 
of  18(32  he  gave  his  thought  and  heart  to 
the  Evangelist,  and  made  it  greatly  what 
it  was,  a treasury  of  religious  thought  and 
experience,  and  of  practical  life.  The 
twenty-four  volumes  of  the  Oberlin 
Evangelist,  with  which  Professor  Cowles 
had  more  to  do  than  any  other  man,  give 
a better  exhibition  of  Oberlin  thought  and 
character  and  work  during  those  years  than 
any  definite  attempt  to  set  them  forth  can 
possibly  do. 

IV hen  the  . Evangelist  was  closed  up 
Professor  Cowles  was  about  sixty  years  of 
age.  and  he  might  naturally  feel  that  the 
chief  work  of  his  life  was  done;  and  it 
would  have  been  a satisfactory  work.  But 
the  habit  of  communicating  his  thoughts 
to  others  by  writing  was  strong  upon  him, 
and  by  what  seemed  a divine  leading  he 
entered  upon  the  work  of  writing  com- 
mentaries upon  the  Scriptures.  He  com- 
menced with  the  parts  of  the  Old 
Testament  to  which  he  had  given  more 
particular  attention  as  an  instructor,  and 
went  on,  year  after  year,  adding  volume 
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to  volume,  devoting1  to  it  all  his  energies 
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and  all  his  resources,  through  a period  of 
seventeen  years.  In  1881  he  issued  the 
last  volume,  and  then  felt  that  the  Lord 
permitted  him  to  depart  in  peace.  His 
work  was  done;  the  result  remains  with 
ns — a commentary  on  the  entire  Scrip- 
tures, full  of- practical  wisdom  and  the  ripe 
fruits  of  scholarship.  He  died  in  Septem- 
ber of  the  same  year.  The  interests  of  the 

collecre  through  all  these  years  tilled  his 
© © «/ 

heart  and  hands.  He  was  a member  of 
the  “ Prudential  Committee”  and  a trustee, 
in  constant  attendance  upon  these  duties, 
and  often  went  out  upon  financial  missions 
in  behalf  of  the  college.  His  last  public 
duty  was  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
trustees  in  1881.  [Taken  from  “Oberlin: 
The  Colony  and  The  College,”  by  the 
kind  permission  of  the  author,  Prof.  James 
II.  Fairchild. 


EY.  ASA  MAHAN  reached  Ober- 
lin  in  May,  1835,  having  been 
gi  t elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  col- 
f)  lege,  and  entered  directly  upon  his 
duties.  He  was  then  thirty-six 
years  of  age,  a native  of  Western  New 
York,  educated  at  Hamilton  Collecre  and 
Andover  Seminary. 

He  came  from  the  charge  of  the  Sixth 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Cincinnati,  and 
his  earnest  and  vigorous  preaching  made 
at  once  a strong  impression  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  Oberlin.  He  was  a bold  and  ag- 
gressive advocate  of  all  the  Oberlin  ideas 
and  doctrines,  and  was  always  ready,  at 
home  or  abroad,  to  give  a reason  for  the 
faith  that  was  in  him  with  earnestness  and 
full  conviction.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
teacher  in  his  own  department,  that  of 
philosophy,  and  gave  an  impulse  to  the 
study  at  Oberlin  which  it  has  never  lost. 
His  administration  of  the  college  was,  in 
general,  successful,  and  he  gave  his  heart 
and  strength  to  its  prosperity  without  any 
reservation.  An  infelicity  which  often 
attends  great  strength  of  purpose  and  of 
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character  was  sometimes  suspected  in  him, 
namely,  a greater  facility  in  conviction 
than  in  conciliation.  While  he  had  many 
ardent  friends,  there  would  be  another 
class  who  were  as  distinctly  not  his 
friends.  Some  of  his  colleagues  felt  at 
times  that  his  strong  aggressiveness 
awakened  unnecessary  hostility  against  the 
college;  and  in  1850,  some  of  his  friends 
having  planned  a new  university  at  Cleve- 
land, and  invited  him  to  take  the  direction 
of  it,  he  resigned  at  Oberlin,  having  held 
the- presidency  of  the  college  fifteen  years. 
With  President  Mahan,  Oberlin  lost  some- 
what of  its  positiveness  and  aggressiveness. 

The  enterprise  at  Cleveland  was  not  a 
success,  and  Mr.  Mahan  was  called  to  a 
professorship  in  Adrian  College,  Mich., 
and  at  length  to  the  presidency  of  the 
college.  The  last  ten  years  he  has  spent 
in  England,  in  abundant  labors  in  the 
special  work  of  promoting  the  “higher” 
Christian  experience,  and  now  [1883',  at 
the  age  of  eighty-tliree,  he  is  preaching  to 
large  congregations,  editing  a magazine 
called  Divine  Life , and  issuing  one  vol- 
ume after  another,  such  as  “ The  Baptism 
of  The  Holy  Ghost,”  “Out  of  Darkness 
into  Light,”  and  “ Autobiography,  Intel- 
lectual, Moral  and  Spiritual.”  While  at 
Oberlin  he  published  works  on  “ The 
Will,”  “ Intellectual  Philosophy,”  and 
“ Moral  Philosophy.”  Other  works,  since 
published,  are  on  Logic,  Spiritualism, 
Natural  Theology,  and  a Criticism  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  War.  [Taken  from  “ Ober- 
lin: The  Colony  and  The  College,”  by  the 
kind  permission  of  the  author,  Prof.  James 
II.  Fairchild. 
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EY.  CHARLES  G.  FINNEY  came 
in  June.  1835,  about  a month  after 
Mr.  Mahan.  He  was  then  nearly 
forty-two  years  of  age,  with  health 
somewhat  broken  by  the  exhaust- 
evangelistic  labors  of  the  preceding 
years. 
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He  found  a theological  department  of 
thirty-five  students,  and  entered  at  once 
upon  his  work,  as  professor  of  systematic 
theology.  His  habit  was  to  preach  once 
on  the  Sabbath,  not  often  twice,  and  the 
year  following  he  was  called  to  the  pastor- 
ship of  the  church.  For  many  years  he 
gave  the  long  winter  vacation  to  preaching 
asanevangelist,  for  the  most  part  with  some 
church  at  the  East.  In  1849  he  went  to 
England,  and  spent  a year  and  a half  in 
similar  labors  in  London  and  other  cities 
of  England  and  Scotland.  Ten  years  later 
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he  went  ao-ain  in  the  same  work  for  about 
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the  same  length  of  time.  In  1851  he  was 
elected  President  of  the  college,  and  held 
the  position  until  1865,  with  the  arrange- 
ment that  he  was  not  to  give  attention  to 
the  details  of  the  position,  but  only  to  the 
more  public  duties.  Ilis  work  as  an  in- 
structor was  not  changed  except  that  he  took 
the  Senior  college  class  for  some  years  in 
moral  philosophy.  In  1865  be  resigned  the 
presidency,  being  then  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  He  had  already,  in  1858,  sur- 
rendered the  work  in  systematic  theology, 
retaining  the  pastoral  theology  and  his 
work  as  a pastor.  In  1872' he  laid  down 
the  pastoral  work,  but  continued  his  pas- 
toral lectures  until  the  year  of  his  death, 
1875,  having  completed,  lacking  a few 
days,  his  eighty-third  year.  No  brief 
mention  can  characterize  him  or  set  forth 
his  work;  nor  is  it  necessary.  He  belongs 
to  the  world,  and  not  to  Oberlin  alone. 
His  “ Sermons  on  Important  Subjects”  and 
“Revival  Lectures”  were  published  before 
his  coming  to  Oberlin.  Ilis  “ Lectures  to 
Christians”  appeared  a year  or  more  after- 
ward, and  his  two  volumes  on  “Systematic 
Theology”  in  1846  and  1847.  These  were 
numbered  as  volumes  second  and'  third, 
his  purpose  being  to  prepare  a volume  on 
“Natural Theology  ” to  precede  them.  This 
volume  was  uever  written.  While  he  was 
in  England  in  1850.  he  prepared  and  pub- 
lished an  edition  of  his  Theology  in  one 
volume,  involving  the  substance  of  the 
two  preceding  volumes.  His  latest  works 


were  a volume  on  “ Masonry,”  published  in 
1869,  and  his  “ Memoirs,”  written  by  him- 
self, and  published  after  his  death.  Upon 
the  publication  of  his  Theology  very 
diverse  opinions  were  expressed  in  regard 
to  it,  according  to  the  standpoint. 

Rev.  Wm,  II.  Burleigh  closed  a notice 
of  the  work  in  the  Charter  Oak,  Hartford, 
Conn.,  1846,  with  the  following  paragraph: 
“We  will  venture  the  prediction  that  fifty- 
years  hence  this  volume  will  rank  among 
the  standard  works  on  theology,  and  the 
name  of-  Finney  be  mentioned  with  those 
of  Edwards,  Dwight  and  Emmons.  Sooner 

O 

than  that  we  fear  he  will  not  be  generally- 
appreciated.  The  time  will  come  when 
Finney  will  have  justice  done  to  his  exalted 
talents,  and  when  the  host  of  his  revilers 
— men  not  possessing,  in  the  aggregate, 
half  his  mental  grasp- — will  be  lost  in 
oblivion  unless  he  should  preserve  their 
names  from  utter  extinction  by  an  inci- 
dental allusion  in  his  works.” 

Dr.  Charles  Hodge,  in  the  Biblical  Be- 
pository , 1847,  wrote  as  follows:  “I he 
work  is,  therefore,  in  a high  degree  logical. 
It  is  as  hard  to  read  as  Euclid.  Nothing 
can  be  omitted;  nothing  passed  over 
slightly.  The  unhappy  reader  once  com- 
mitted to  a perusal,  is  obliged  to  go  on, 
sentence  by  sentence,  through  the  long 
concatenation.  There  is  not  one  resting- 
place,  not  one  lapse  into  amplification 
or  declamation,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
close.  It  is  like  one  of  those  spiral  stair- 
cases, which  lead  to  the  top  of  some  high 
tower,  without  a landing  from  the  base  to 
the  summit;  which,  if  a man  has  once 
ascended,  he  resolves  never  to  do  the  like 
again.  The  author  begins  with  certain 
postulates,  or  what  he  calls  first  truths  of 
reason,  and  these  he  traces  out  with  singu- 
lar clearness  and  strength  to  their  leo-iti- 
mate  conclusions.  We  do  not  see  that 
there  is  a break  or  a defective  link  in  the 
whole  chain.  If  you  grant  his  principles, 
you  have  already  granted  his  conclusions. 
....  We  propose  to  rely  on  the  red  actio  ad 
absurdum,  and  make  his  doctrines  the 
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refutation  of  his  principles ....  We  con- 
sider this  a fair  refutation.  If  the  prin- 
ciple that  obligation  is  limited  by  ability, 
leads  to  the  conclusion  that  moral 
character  is  confined  to  intention,  and  that 
again  to  the  conclusion  that  when  the  in- 
tention  is  right  nothing  can  be  morally 
wrong,  then  the’  principle  is  false.  Even 
if  we  could  not  detect  its  fallacy,  we  should 
know  it  could  not  be  true.” 

Dr.  George  Redford,  of  Worcester, 
England,  in  the  preface  to  the  London 
edition,  which  he  edited,  1851,  writes: 
“As  a contribution  to  theological  science, 
in  an  age  when  vague  speculation  and 
philosophical  theories  are  bewildering  all 
denominations  of  Christians,  this  work  will 
be  considered  by  all  competent  judges  to 
be  both  valuable  and  seasonable.  Upon 
several  important  and  difficult  subjects  the 
author  has  thrown  a clear  and  valuable 
light  which  will  cruide  many  a student 
through  perplexities  and  difficulties  which 
he  had  long  sought  unsuccessfully  to  ex- 
plain. The  editor  frankly  confesses  that 
when  a student  he  would  gladly  have 
bartered  half  the  books  in  his  library  to 
have  gained  a single  perusal  of  these  lec- 
tures; and  he  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing the  belief  that  no  young  student  of 
theology  will  ever  regret  the  purchase  or 
perusal  of  Mr.  Finney’s  lectures.”  [Taken 
from  “Oberlin:  The  Colony  and  The  Col- 
lege,” by  the  kind  permission  of  the 
author,  Prof.  James  II.  Fairchild. 


d|  ACOB  BARTH,  a representative  self- 
! made  and  progressive  agriculturist  of 
Grafton  township,  is  a native  of  Ger- 
many, born  November  7.  1826,  in  ! 
Wittenberg.  His  father,  John  Jacob  Barth, 
was  a peddler  and  huckster,  and  also  owned 
a small  piece  of  land,  which  his  wife  and 
family  of  ten  children  looked  after. 

When  our  subject  was  ten  years  of  age  j 
his  parents  hired  him  out  as  a shepherd 
boy,  he  receiving  in  compensation  a few  j 


clothes  and  his  board  for  a summer’s  work. 
In  the  winter  season  he  attended  school  a 
short  time,  but  home  labor  required  his 
attention  so  much  that  but  little  time  was 
left  for  his  education.  Up  to  his  fifteenth 
year  lie  had  been  working  round  at  various 
places,  and  at  different  kinds  of  work,  get- 
ting but  small  wages.  At  the  age  of  fif- 
teen  he  commenced  to  learn  shoemaking, 
his  three-years  apprenticeship  costing  him 
a premium  of  some  twenty-five  dollars, 
after  which  he  followed  his  trade  as  a 
journeyman  for  the  equivalent  of  one 
dollar  per  week.  He  also  found  employ- 
ment on  the  public  highways  then  being 
repaired,  receiving  therefor  twenty  cents 
per  day,  out  of  which  he  had  to  board 
himself.  After  he  had  passed  his  twenty- 
first  birthday  he  joined  the  regular  army, 
in  which  he  served  nearly  six  years. 

While  yet  in  Germany  he  married  Ro- 
sina  Merika,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
Jacob  L.,  in  the  Fatherland.  In  1853, 
leaving  his  little  family  behind,  lie  set  sail 
for  America,  and  after  a three-months’ 
voyage  landed  at  New  York,  whence  he 
continued  westward  to  Liverpool,  Medina 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  found  himself,  a 
stranger  in  a strange  land,  with  a capital 
of  just  two  cents.  However,  he  soon 
found  employment  in  Liverpool  at  his 
trade  at  five  dollars  per  month,  after  which 
he  worked  in  Litchfield,  same  county,  two 
years.  By  his  employers,  who  had  con- 
fidence in  him,  he  was  trusted,  and  being 
honest  and  industrious  he  never  lost  their 
confidence.  Having  saved  some  money  lie 
sent  for  his  wife  and  son  Jacob  (now  fore- 
man of  the  Grafton  Stone  Sawmill)  to 
come  out  to  him,  which  they  did,  arriving 
in  due  course  at  Litchfield,  from  which 
place  they  shortly  afterward  removed  to 
York,  same  State,  where  for  nine  years  he 
followed  his  trade.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  they  went  to  Abbeyville,  Medina 
county,  where  Mr.  Barth  bought  a farm  of 
sixty-two  acres,  running  in  debt  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred  dollars,  on  which 
he  paid  six  per  cent,  interest.  For  three 
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years  they  lived  here,  and  then  in  I860 
came  to  the  place  he  now  owns  and  lives 
on,  in  Grafton  township.  Lorain  county, 
running  in  debt  two  thousand  dollars,  on 
which  he  paid  ten  per  cent,  interest.  With 
the  assistance  of  his  soil'  he  has -cultivated 
and  improved  this  property,  which  con- 
sists of  eighty-four  and  a half  acres  (all 
paid  fori,  equipped  with  good  buildings, 
in  the  aggregate  presenting  the  result  of 
indefatigable  perseverance,  honesty  of  pur- 
pose. energy  and  economy,  and  accumu- 
lated from  the  commencement  of  the  two 
cents  he  had  when  he  landed  in  Ohio. 

In  this  country  ten  children  were  born 
to  him,  as  follows:  Henry  F.,  of  Cleve- 

land, where  he  is  a skilled  mechanic  in  the 
Steel  Works,  making  steel;  Frederick,  a 
molder,  in  Rochester,  X.  Y.;  John  J.,  Jr., 
a farmer  in  Rochester,  X.  Y.;  Mary  C., 
Mrs.  Andrew  Hartung,  of  Chicago,  111.; 
Martha  L.,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Weaver,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio;  Catherine  I..,  Mrs.  Fred  Ivel- 
ler,  of  Liverpool,  Ohio;  William  A.,  of 
Belden.  Ohio,  an  engineer;  George  M.,  of 
Cleveland,  an  iron-worker;  Joseph  II.,  a 
farmer,  living  at  home  with  his  father; 
and  Charles  A.,  a carpenter  by  trade,  liv- 
ing at  Cleveland.  Politically  Mr.  Barth 
is  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Liver- 
pool, Ohio. 


Fredrick  b.  max  ley.  x0 

greater  pleasure  can  be  enjoyed 
_ by  the  aged  than  to  look  back  on 
a life  usefully  spent  for  the  good 
of  others  as  well  as  themselves — a happi- 
ness that  can  be  enjoyed  in  an  eminent 
degree  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  here 
appears. 

Mr.  Manley  is  a native  of  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.,  born  in  the  town  of  Otis 
March  10,  1817.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Josiah  B.  and  Betsey  (Webster)  Manley, 
also  of  the  Bay  State,  who  came  to  Ohio 
in  1821,  the  journey  occupying  forty  days 


and  forty  nights.  The  father  located  land 
in  Wellington  township,  Lorain  county, 
and  immediately  entered  upon  the  labors 
of  “rolling  up  a log  cabin,’’  and  opening 
up  a new  farm  in  the  “forest  primeval,” 
at  which  and  similar  work  he  was  actively 
and  successfully  engaged  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  22,  1824.  Of  the 
noble  army  of  pioneers  he  was  the  first  to 
pass  away  in  Wellington  township,  and  he 
is  remembered  as  a devoted  husband,  a 
kind  and  indulgent  father  and  a true 
friend.  While  his  remains  were  being 
consigned  to  their  last  resting  place,  marks 
of  respect  and  esteem  were  abundantly 
shown  by  warm-hearted,  sorrowing  friends. 
His  widow  taught  school  for  three  succes- 
sive seasons  in  her  log  house,  and  two 
terms  in  a district  sehoolhouse.  She  died 
at  the  home  of  her  son,  Fredrick  B.,  at  the 
advanced  ace  of  eighty-three  years. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  was,  as 
will  be  seen,  about  four  years  old  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  Lorain  county,  and 
he  was  reared  among  the  many  privations 
of  pioneer  life.  In  Wellington  township 
he  attended  the  first  school  taught  there, 
continuing  his  attendance  thereat,  both 
summer  and  winter,  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  old,  after  which  he  availed  himself 
of  the  winter  term  only,  later  enjoying  the 
benefit  of  excellent  select  schools.  He  has 
followed  farming  for  the  most  part  all  his 
life,  and  is  well-trained  in  the  calling  of 
the  agriculturist,  occasionally  engaging, 
sometimes  quite  extensively,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  speculation  in  live  stock.  The 
three-hundred-acre  farm,  which  by  careful 
thrift  and  assiduous  labor  he  has  brought 
to  an  excellent  stateof  cultivation  ; the  com- 
modious dwelling  and  ample  and  comfort- 
aide  outbuildings — all  combine  to  attest 
to  the  characteristic  skill  and  sound  judg- 
ment of  the  owner.  And  a true  description 
of  the  spot  would  be  incomplete,  were  a 
notable  and  far-famed  attraction  left  un- 
noticed— the  grand  old  elm — widely  known 
as  “Manley’s  famous  elm” — that  graces 
the  lawn,  spared  by  the  pioneer  axe-man 
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on  account  of  its  majestic  appearance,  its 
height  from  root  to  topmost  limb  being  at 
least  a hundred  feet. 

“Woodman  spare  that  tree, 

' Cut  not  a single  bough ; 

It  used  to  shelter  me, 

And  I’ll  protect  it  now.” 

On  the  10th  day  of  March,  184:7,  Fred- 
rick 13.  Manley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  L.,  eldest  daughter  of 
Major  Judson  and  Lucinda  "Wadsworth,  of 
Wellington.  13y  this  union  there  is  one 
son,  Henry  W.,  married,  and  the  father  of 
one  child — Floyd  DeWitt.  Mrs.  F.  13. 
Manley  died  March  25,  1883,  aged  fifty- 
nine  years. 

Our  subject  in  his  political  views  is  a 
sound  Republican,  his  first  vote  having 
been  cast  for  Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison.  He 
served  his  township  as  constable,  one  term, 
and  assessor  eight  consecutive  years.  Soci- 
ally, he  has  been  president  of  the  Union 
Agricultural  Society  by  seven  successive 
reelections,  faithfully  and  acceptably  dis- 
charging the  duties  imposed.  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  enrolling 

a 

officer,  receiving  the  compliments  of  the 
managing  board  for  his  carefully  prepared 
and  neatly- written  enrollment  paper,  and 
he  was  in  a marked  degree  energetic  in 
securing  men  to  put  down  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Manley  is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer 
settlers  in  Wellington  township,  none  now 
living  antedating  his  arrival.  During  his 
long  residence  of  over  seventy-two  years 
in  the  county,  he  has  ever  sustained  a repu- 
tation for  integrity  and  good  citizenship, 
alike  creditable  to  his  judgment  and  char- 
acter. As  one  of  the  men  who  in  an  early 
day  took  part  in  subduing  the  wilderness, 
transplanting  in  its  place  the  line  farms 
and  beautiful  homes  that  the  present  gen- 
eration enjoy  in  comparative  ease,  Mr. 
Manley  is  well  worthy  of  being  memorized 
in  the  biographical  record  of  Lorain 
county. 

Now  at  the  honored  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  well  preserved,  of  a command- 
ing presence,  possessed  of  a vigorous 


mind,  good  practical  business  sagacity, 
and  a reliable  memory  as  to  early  events, 
he  is  deeply  grateful  that  Time  has  dealt 
gently  with  him.  Ofttimes  he  ruminates 
upon  the  changes  that  have  taken  place,  in 
his  midst,  since  the  days  of  the  stick 
chimney  and  puncheon  floor,  and  the  twang 
of  the  thread  as  the  good  mother  faithfully 
plied  her  needle,  by  the  dim  light  of  a 
tallow  candle,  to  “keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door.”  Anon!  When  the  “hamlet  is  still,” 
recalling  in  a retrospect  the  marvel- 
ous work  of  the  first  settlers  of  AVellino-- 
ton,  their  memory  and  the  goodly  heritage 
abideth. 


G:  II ARLES  E.  TUCKER,  a member 
of  the  enterprising  firm  of  Hart  & 
])  Tucker,  proprietors  of  lumber  yard, 
planing- mill  and  coal  yard,  Elyria, 
is  a native  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born 
in  Carlisle  township,  February  11,  1800, 
a son  of  William  II.  and  Clarissa  (An- 
drews) Tucker,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in 
Elyria  January  20,  1870. 

William  H.  Tucker  was  born  March  21, 
1826,  in  Windham,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  the 
youngest  son  of  Jacob  and  Chloe  Tucker. 
In  boyhood  lie  came  with  his  parents  to 
Lorain  county,  and  the  family  made  a set- 
tlement in  the  woods  of  what  is  now  Eaton 
township.  lie  received  as  liberal  an  ele- 
mentary education  as  the  home  schools  of 
the  times  afforded,  and  by  hard  work  and 
judicious  saving  was  enabled  afterward  to 
place  himself  in  a select  school  at  Ridge- 
vi lie,  Ohio.  lie  then  commenced  teach- 
ing, an  occupation  he  followed  the  long 
period  of  twenty-two  years  in  various  parts 
of  Ohio.  In  1864:  he  was  elected  recorder 
of  Lorain  county,  a position  he  filled,  by 
two  re-elections,  for  nine  consecutive 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  mak- 
ing a study  of  lawy  and  on  retiring  from 
the  recordership  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  a sitting  of  the  district  court  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  In  1861  he  came  to  Elyria, 
•where  he  is  yet  residing.  Mr.  Tucker  was 
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prominent  in  the  organization,  in  his  j 
adopted  town,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  I 
of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  has  tilled 
the  highest  positions  in  both  these  Socie- 
ties in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Charles  E.  Tucker  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
afterward  attended  the  high  school  ot  Ely- 
ria. In  1882  he  entered  the  employ  of 
John  AV.  Hart,  in  the  lumber  and  planing- 
mill  business,  and  by  faithful  attention  to 
his  duties,  steadiness  and  trustworthiness, 
soon  won  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of 
his  employer.  In  1892  he  and  L.  J.  Hart, 
son  of  John  AV.  Hart,  purchased  the  entire 
plant  from  the  latter,  and,  by  close  appli- 
cation to  business  and  honorable  dealing, 
the  voung  firm  have  succeeded  in  building 
up  a large  and  lucrative  trade,  in  which 
they  enjoy  the  utmost  confidence  of  their 
patrons. 

Mr.  Tucker  was  married,  September  20, 
1882,  to  Miss  Hatty  E.  Hart,  daughter  of 
John  AY.  and  Caroline  O.  Hart.  In  poli- 
ties he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  F.  & 
A.  M.  and  Chapter.  Young,  energetic 
and  thoroughly  experienced,  our  subject 
is  specially  well  adapted  to  his  branch  of 
the  business — attending  to  the  sales  of 
lumber,  coal,  etc.,  and  the  outside  business. 


EAR  JOHN  MORGAN  arrived  at 
Oberlin,in  company  with  Air.  Fin- 
Jj  ney,  in  1835.  He  was  then  tliirty- 
two  yrears  of  age,  a native  of  Ire- 
land, having  been  brought  to  this 
country  at  the  acre  of  ten,  trained  as  a 

J C 

printer  in  eastern  cities,  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Stockbridge,  Alass.,  and  graduated 
at  AYilliams,  as  valedictorian,  in  1826. 

He  had  taken  no  seminary  course,  but 
studied  theology  some  years  in  New  York. 
He  was  an  instructor  in  the  literary  or  pre-  ! 
paratory  department  of  Lane  Seminary,  at  j 
the  time  of  the  anti-slavery  excitement 
there,  and  was  in  entire'sympathy  with  the  ; 


students  in  their  withdrawal.  His  first 
appointment  to  Oberlin  was  as  professor 
of  mathematics,  but  the  call  which  he  ac- 
cepted was  to  the  chair  of  the  literature 
and  exegesis  of  the  Nev  Testament.  This 
work  he  entered  upon  at  once,  but  his 
broad  and  thorough  scholarship  enabled 
him  to  fill  many  a gap,  upon  emergency, 

in  the  new  college.  There  was  not  a 
• , ^ . • • 
study  in  the  entire  curriculum  in  which  he 

could  not  give  instruction,  at  an  hour’s 

warning,  as  successfully  as  if  it  were  his 

own  specialty.  But  the  New  Testament 

was  his  chosen  field,  and  for  this  field  his 

linguistic,  historical  and  philosophical 

gifts  and  attainments  abundantly  qualified 

i him.  He  was  no  mere  mechanical  or 

technical  interpreter,  but  reached  at  once 

the  soul  of  the  matter,  where  language 

and  philosophy  both  harmonize. 

The  influence  of  Professor  Alorgan  in 
the  enterprise  was  conservative  in  the  best 
sense,  not  by  reason  of  any  inertia  or  im- 
mobility of  nature.  II i s enthusiasm,  in 
any  well-considered  movement,  was  always 
prompt,  but  his  breadth  of  nature  and 
thought  and  knowledge  cave  him  a view 
of  all  sides  of  every  question,  and  he 
could  not  hold  an  extreme  position,  or 
enjoy  any  extreme  action.  He  could 
patiently  tolerate  the  extravagances  of 
others,  because  of  his  kindliness  and  his 
hopefulness.  Probably  no  one  among  the 
many  instructors  who  have  been  at  Ober- 
lin has  held  a larger  place  in  the  hearts  of 
all.  For  many  years  he  was  associated 
with  Air.  Finney  in  the  pastorship  of  the 
church,  preaching  once  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  more  in  Air.  Finney's  absence  or  ill 
health.  At  the  acre  of  seven tv-emht  he 

O «/  O 

retired  entirely  from  his  work,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  residing  with  a son  and 
a daughter  in  Cleveland.  By  all  right  he 
belongs  to  Oberlin,  and  the  benediction  of 
his  presence  in  these  latest  years  ought  to 
rest  upon  us.  He  expended  his  interest 
and  his  labor  upon  his  classes,  and  rarely 
felt  that  he  was  ready  to  commit  his 
thoughts  to  writing.  Thus  far  he  has 
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given  us  no  books.  A few  valuable  essays 
are  all  that  we  have  from  him  in  this 
form.  The  “ Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ” 
and  “ Acceptable  Holiness  ” were  published 
in  the  Oberlin  Review , and  an  article  on 
the  “Atonement,”  in  two  parts,  can  be 
found  in  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra  for  1877-8. 
[Taken  from  “Oberlin:  The  Colony  and 
The  College.”  by  the  kind  permission  of 
the  author,  Prof.  James  II.  Fairchild. 


FREDERICK  A.  ROWLEY.  In 
the  front  rank  of  the  galaxy  of  news- 
paper men  in  Lorain  county  stands 
this  gentleman,  thoroughly  repre- 
senting in  propria  persona,  the  hustling, 
enterprising  and  wide-awake  typical  Amer- 
ican journalist. 

By  birth  he  is  a Iloosier,  having  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in 
Steuben  county,  Ind.,  April  17,  1860. 
His  father,  Martin  V.  Rowley,  was  born 
in  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and  is 
now  a prominent  real-estate  dealer  of 
Oberlin,  Lorain  county.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Lydia  Clarke,  a native  of  Cale- 
donia county,  Yt.,  also  still  living,  and 
they  had  five  children,  as  follows:  Lillian, 
who  died  in  youth:  Willis  A.,  who  has  a 
responsible  position  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Company  at  Coshocton, 
Ohio;  Frederick  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mary  E.,  deceased  when  eighteen 
years  old;  and  Kate  M.,  attending  Oberlin 
College,  Ohio.  Enos  Rowley,  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  of  English 
ancestry,  and  the  Clarke  family  also  date 
back  to  England. 

Frederick  A.  Rowley,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch,  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
precipitated  himself  into  the  arena  of 
journalism  in  the  Arcadian  role  of-  “ devil  ” 
for  the  Times , in  Carey,  Wyandot  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  served  his  apprenticeship. 


From  there  he  proceeded  to  Oberlin,  in- 
tending to  take  a regular  course  in  college, 
but  after  a short  time  turned  his  back — 
literally,  not  figuratively — upon  the  col- 
lege, with  his  face  and  footsteps  toward 
the  town  of  Lorain.  Here  he  again  took 
; up  newspaper  work,  ultimately  establish- 
ing the  Lorain  Times , which,  after  con- 
ducting it  successfully  some  six  years,  he 
sold  out.  He  then  sought  employment  in 
western  cities,  securing  positions  on  lead- 
ing newspapers,  finally  halting  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  where  he  found  employment  on 
the  local  staff  of  the  Times.  While  in 
that  city  he  was  elected  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Inter-State  Fair  Association,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  during  the  fall 
of  1877.  In  that  year  he  returned  to 
Ohio,  and  was  engaged  for  a time  as  court 
reporter  on  the  Cleveland  Press , and  later 
he  launched  into  the  world,  for  weal  or  for 
woe.  the  Herald , at  Lorain.  After  a year 
the  Herald  became  a semi -weekly  paper, 
and  is  a bright  and  spicy  sheet,  clean  both 
in  type  and  in  matter,  newsy,  trenchant  and 
vigorous,  and  like  its  publisher  and  editor, 
uncompromisingly  Republican. 


\ OBERT  MERRIAM,  the  most  ex- 
XfiX  tensive  farmer  and  landowner  in 
§ | Pittsfield  township,  is  a native  of 

/)  same,  born  January  7,  1840.  His 

father,  William  A.  Merriam,  was 
born  April  5,  1811,  in  Pittsfield  township, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  receiving  in  his  youth  a common- 
school  education. 

In  1836  William  A.  Merriam  married 
M iss  Lucy  H.  Fairfield,  a native  of  the 
same  place,  and  in  the  following  spring 
(1837j  the  young  couple  migrated  west- 
ward, journeying  by  way  of  canal  and  lake 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Their  boat  was  the 
first  to  make  the  trip  to  Cleveland  that 
spring,  and  the  passengers  were  obliged  to 
travel  for  eleven  miles  over  the  ice;  during 
this  journey  the  boat  took  fire,  and  they 


' 
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county,  they  remained  at  the  latter  place  j 
one  summer,  and  then  removed  to  Pitts-  ; 
field  township,  same  county,  where  he  in-  i 
vested  in  110  acres  of  land  at  seven  dollars  i 
and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  This  tract  was 
completely  wild,  with  the  exception  of 
fourteen  acres  which  had  been  chopped 
but. not  cleared.  The  dwelling  was  a log 
cabin,  with  puncheon  floor  and  Dutch 
chimney-place,  but  no  hearth,  and  here 
were  born  two  children:  Robert,  and  John 
F.,  a well-to-do  retired  citizen  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.  Here  Mr.  Merriam  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  never  journeying  more 
than  forty  miles  from  home,  and  he  never 
traveled  by  rail.  He  was  a hard-working, 
industrious  farmer,  and  was  well  known  in 
the  community  in  which  he  resided.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  lie  passed 
from  earth  February  27,  1871,  his  widow 
on  August  12,  1890,  and  both  are  buried 
in  South  cemetery,  in  Pittsfield  township. 
In  religious  faith  Mrs.  Merriam  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Robert  Merriam  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  at  Wellington 
Seminary,  and  later  took  a commercial 
course  at  Oberlin  College,  when  S.  S. 
Calkins  was  at  the  -head  of  that  depart- 
ment. lie  was  afterward  a student  at 
Wellington  Station,  on  the  C.  C.  C.  ifc  I. 
Railroad,  at  the  time  when  Noah  Hamil- 
ton was  agent  for  the  “Big  Four”  Rail- 
way at  that  place,  but,  being  dissatisfied 
there,  returned  home  and  followed  farm- 
ing with  las  father. 

On  June  2,  1869,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Chloe  M.  Sheffield,  who  was 

am 

born  October  30,  1841,  in  Camden  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  daughter  of  Robert 
S.  Sheffield,  who  was  born  in  Schenectady, 
X.  Y .;  in  April,  1S42,  he  came  westward 
to  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  married  Delia  Watkins,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Mr.  Merriam  is  an  industrious,  persevering 
and  enterprising  man,  possessing  consider- 


able business  ability,  and  has  accumulated 
during  his  active  lifetime  a comfortable 
competence.  Some  years  since  he  in- 
herited quite  a sum  of  money,  which  he 
invested  in  land,  and  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  422  acres,  being  the  largest  farmer  in 
Pittsfield  township,  of  which  he  is  a lead- 
ing and  influential  citizen.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  but  beyond  casting  his  bal- 
lot takes  little  active  interest  in  affairs  of 
State.  Mrs.  Merriam  is  a highly  esteemed, 
intelligent  lady,  well-read  and  an  interest- 
ing conversationalist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merriam  have  enjoyed 
many  pleasant  trips  to  Connecticut  and 
I Massachusetts,  visiting  the  old  homes  of 
their  parents,  besides  other  journeyings. 

; In  August,  1892,  they  set  out  on  a west- 
! ern  tour,  their  first  stopping  place  being 
; St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F. 
i Merriam  and  daughter,  and  Mrs.  Gray, 

| Mrs.  J.  F.  Merriam’s  mother,  joined  them 
i for  the  remainder  of  the  trip.  From  there 
the  party  proceeded  to  Denver,  Colo., 
thence  to  Colorado  Springs,  stood  on  the 
summit  of  Pike’s  Peak,  drank  of  the 
Manitou  Springs,  and  visited  the  “Garden 
J of  the  Gods.”  Thence  they  proceeded  to 
Pueblo,  where  they  visited  the  “ Mineral 
Palace,”  and  the  smelting  works,  witness- 
ing  there  the  transformino-  of  crude  ore 
into  perfected  steel  rails.  Salt  Lake  City 
was  their  next  point,  where  they  were  for- 
1 tunate  enough  to  meet  a Mormon  elder 
with  whom  they  had  some  previous  ac- 
quaintance, and  he  showed  them  many 
things  of  interest.  From  Salt  Lake  City 
they  journeyed  to  other  points,  including 
Madera,  Cal.,  from  which  town  they  went 
by  stage  (the  first  vehicle  of  the  kind  to 
make  the  trip  through  to  the  Yosemite 
Valley),  seven  days  being  occupied  eii  route. 
Returning  to  Madera,  the  tourists  there 
took  train  for  Los  Angeles,  where  they 
made  a stay  of  three  days,  visiting  the 
ostrich  farm,  etc.,  and  here  for  the  first 
time  they  had  a glimpse  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  From  there  they  proceeded  to  Old 
Mexico;  thence  to  Oakland  and  San  Fran- 
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cisco,  Cal.;  thence  to  Salem  and  Portland, 
Oreg. ; thence  took  a flying  trip  into  the 
new  State  of  Washington.  Then  turning 
homeward,  they  stopped  off  at  Shoshone, 
from  there  staging  twenty-eight  miles  to 
Shoshone  Falls  and  Blue  Lake.  Return- 
ing  to  Shoshone  they  traveled  to  Denver, 
thence  home  via  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  just 
escaping  the  great  and  memorable  snow- 
storm, having  from  the  time  they  first  left 
St.  Joseph  been  traveling  seven  weeks, 
everywhere  sight-seeing  and  visiting  most 
of  the  accessible  places  of  interest. 


' ’(  f:  ENRY  RIMBACH,  furniture  dealer 
and  undertaker,  one  of  the  fore- 
I most  business  men  of  Elyria,  was 
fj  born  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
October  30,  1854. 

II i s parents,  Henry  and  Catharine  ( Bran- 
dan)  Rimbach,  natives  of  Hessia,  Germany, 
came  to  America  in  the  year  1852,  locating 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were  shortly 
after  married,  and  here  Mr.  Rimbach  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  cabinet  making, 
until  late  in  the  year  1S55.  when  they  and 
their  young  son,  Henry,  came  to  Elyria, 
Ohio.  For  a period  of  ten  years  he  pur- 
sued his  business  in  the  employ  of  others, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  this  term  he  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
this  he  conducted  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
when  his  son  Henry  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness. Henry  Rimbach,  Sr.,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  1825,  and  died  December  20, 
1878;  a man  whose  business  career  was 
successful,  and  whose  character  was  with- 
out stain  or  blemish.  Mrs.  Rimbach  was 
born  February  7.  1833,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 21,  1881.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Henry,  whose  name  prefaces  this 

sketch;  Anna,  wife  of  Charles  Friday,  of 
Elyria;  Ernst  C.,  a cigarmaker,  of  Elyria; 
George,  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in 
Elyria;  John;  and  Adam,  an  ordained  min- 
ister-of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Grandfather  Rimbach,  whose  name  was 
Christopher,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  1854.  lie  was  a 
gifted  musician  and  a professor  of  the 
violin  and  clarinet.  He  made  his  home 
in  Pennsylvania  till  the  year  1868.  when 
he  came  to  Elyria,  making  his  home  with 
i his  son  Henry,  and,  after  the  latter’s  death, 
j with  his  grandson,  Henry;  he  died  at  the 
| ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight  years;  he  was 
; born  in  1800.  Although  a resident  of 
the  United  States  for  thirty-four  years  he 
never  spoke  English. 

We  cannot  well  conclude  this  notice 
without  some  favorable  mention  of  the 
eldest  surviving  member  of  this  family. 
Henry  Rimbach  was  early  taught  the  value 
of  books,  and  also  was  early  made  aware 
i that  toil  and  frugality  were  both  essential 
to  success.  He  received  a good  school 
i training,  and  when  respited  from  his 
I studies  he  was  taught  to  shove  the  plane. 


prosperity,  and  to-day  takes  easy  rank 
among  established  and  older  business  men 
of  his  city.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  R.  A.,  and  a member  of  the  Funeral 
Directors’  Association,  of  Ohio.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Democrat.  On  May  19, 
1880,  he  married  Miss  Christina  Herold, 
of  Berea,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  children 
in  their  home:  Emanuel  and  Henry.  The 
business  house  of  Mr.  Rimbach  is  one  of 
the  most  substantial  structures  of  Elyria. 


jjOSEPII  H.  LINCOLN,  deceased 
k,  ! farmer  of  Pittsfield  township,  was  a 
native  of  Peru,  Bennington  Co., 
Vt.,  born  January  31,  1818.  He  re- 
ceived a common-school  education,  was 
reared  to  the  duties  of  agricultural  life, 

i O 

i and  when  a young  man  migrated  west- 
j ward  with  his  parents  to  Ionia  county, 
1 Mich.  On  the  way  thither  Joseph  stopped 
to  visit  a short  while  with  his  brother,  S. 
i W.  Lincoln,  who  had  settled  on  a farm  in 
j Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
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in  1848,  shortly  after  the  heath  of  his 
father,  which  occurred  in  Michigan,  he 
came  to  Pittsfield  township,  and  here  re- 
sided with  his  brother  for  about  one  year. 

On  April  3,  1849,  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  N. 
Phelps,  a native  of  New  Marlborough, 
Mass.,  who  was  born  January  9,  1819, 
youngest  child  of  Bethuel  and  Levina 
(Norton)  Phelps.  The  parents  migrated 
westward,  settling  in  Pittsfield  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  same  farm  where 
their  daughter  Hannah  still  resides;  and 
at  the  time  of  their  settlement  the  country 
was  still  in  its  primitive  state,  the  forests 
abounding  with  bears,  wolves,  turkeys  and 
other  wild  animals.  After  marriage  Mr. 
Lincoln  settled  on  the  farm  of  his  father- 
in-law,  the  u Phelps  Homestead,”  where 
lie  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  suc- 
cessfully carrying  on  a general  farming 
and  dairy  business.  He  owned  a farm  in 
Ionia  county,  Mich.,  but  sold  it.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lincoln  were  born  two  children: 
Louisa,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two; 
and  Andrew  P.,  a farmer  of  Pittsfield 
township.  The  father  died  in  February, 
1862,  and  was  buried  in  South  cemetery, 
and  Mrs.  Lincoln  has  since  managed  the 
farm  (excepting  for  four  years  when  it  was 
rented),  displaying  in  this  capacity  consid- 
erable business  ability.  In  politics  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
held  various  positions  of  trust  in  Pittsfield 
township. 


U A RTF'S  GILLMORE  is  a member 
l(  [)  of  one  of  the  early  families  of  Lo- 
XJj  rain  county,  of  which  he  is  a native, 
born  in  May,  1839,  a son  of  Quartus 
and  Elizabeth  (Reid)  Gillmore.  The 
Gillmores  are  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  early 
settlers  of  Massachusetts. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native 
of  Massachusetts,  whence  in  the  spring  of 
1810  he  set  out  on  foot  for  Ohio,  where 
he  located  land  in  what  was  then  the  Con- 
necticut Reserve,  which  land  is  now  in 


Lorain  county.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  in 
the  spring  of  the  following  year  once  more 
came  to  his  new  settlement  (this  time  in 
I .company  with  his  father,  Edmund  Gill- 
more),  and  here  passed  the  rest  of  his  days 
in  farming;  he  died  in  1869,  his  widow  in 
1876.  They  were  both  Methodists,  and 
in  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  then  a 
Free-soiler,  and,  in  his  later  years,  a Re- 
publican. They  reared  a family  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Gen.  Quincy  A.,  a 

native  of  Lorain,  Lorain  county  (after 
leaving  school,  and  up  to  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  taught  school;  then  entered  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  where  in 
1849  he  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class; 
he  was  well  known  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
his  death  occurred  at  Brooklyn,  Is.  Y.,  in 
1888);  Elizabeth,  wife  of  W.  Prince,  of 
Cleveland;  Sophia,  wife  of  D.  S.  Leslie,  of 
Northport,  Mich.;  Roxana,  wife  of  A.  B. 
Spooner,  in  California;  Edmund,  a resi- 
dent of  Lorain;  Alice,  wife  of  James  Con- 
nolly, of  Lorain  (she  died  in  January, 
1893);  Quartus,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Cornelius,  residing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Quartus  Gillmore  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation at  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  com- 
menced sailing  on  the  lakes,  a vocation  he 
followed  several  years,  at  one  time  as  cap- 
tain of  a vessel.  In  1866  he  gave  up  sea- 
faring life,  and  embarked  in  the  grape- 
growing industry,  continuing  in  this  until 
1882,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with 
a Mr.  Staug,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Stang  A Gillmore,  dredgers  and  pier 
builders.  In  1888  they  dissolved  partner- 
ship, since  when  Mr.  Gillmore  has  carried 
on  the  same  line  of  business  alone. 

In  1859  our  subject  was  married,  in 
Lorain,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  Fitzgerald, 
who  was  born  in  Michigan,  but  reared  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Almond 
and  Mary  (Root)  Fitzgerald,  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  in  an  early  day  came  to  Lorain 
county,  where  they  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gillmore  have  been  born  four  children: 
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Quartus  A.,  married  and  residing  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio;  Mary  Isabelle,  wife  of  Theo- 
dore. Burgess,  of  Lorain,  who  is  employed 
on  the  C.  L.  & W.  It.  XL;  Theodore  Leroy, 
married  and  residing  at  Conneaut,  Ohio; 
and  William,  at  home.  Mr.  Gill  more  in 
his  political  preferences  has  been  a Ite- 
publican  since  his  first  vote  was  cast  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable property  in  Lorain. 


GYRUS  IYES,  for  nearly  sixty  years 

a resident  of  Columbia  township, 

’ where  he  now  owns  a magnificent 

- t © 

tract  of  land  of  five  hundred  acres, 

divided  into  four  farms,  deserves  special 
mention  in  this  volume. 

He  was  born,  in  1825,  in  Genesee  (now 
Wyoming)  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Albert 
and  Betsey  (Russell)  Ives,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  Vermont,  respectively,  who 
in  1834  came  with  their  family  to  Lorain 
county,  locating  in  Columbia  Center,  later 
moving  to  the  southwest  part  of  Columbia 
township,  where  they  hewed  out  for  them- 
selves a new  home  in  the  solemn  woods. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  to 
wit:  Cyrus,  our  subject;  Harriet  Maria, 
wife  of  Andrew  Osborne,  residing  in  Co- 
lumbia  township;  Ambrose. deceased;  Seth, 
residing  in  Columbia;  and  Sarah  Jane, 
who  married  Warren  Bracy,  and  died  in 
1891,  in  Columbia  township.  The  parents 
were  devout  and  zealous  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  the  father  for  several 
years  was  sexton  in  his  neighborhood.  lie 
was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  a man  of 
wide  reputation  for  his  sterling  principles. 
He  was  called  from  earth  in  1872,  his  wife 
in  1874. 

Cyrus  Ives  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  until  ten  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  his  parents  brought  him  to  Lorain 
county,  and  he  then  attended  the  schools 
of  Columbia  township.  Reared  to  agri- 


cultural pursuits,  he  has  been  a lifelong 
farmer,  progressive  and  successful,  and  he 
and  his  father  were  the  prime  movers  in 
establishing  Columbia  township.  In  1849 
he  was  married  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Prudence  Stranahan,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Mary 
(Mason)  Stranahan.  also  of  that  State. 
The  mother  died  there,  and  the  father 
afterward  married,  in  Connecticut.  Miss 
Lucy  Farnham.  In  1830  they  came  to 
Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
took  up  a farm.  This  wife  died,  and  Mr. 
Stranahan  then  married,  in  1854,  Miss 
Jeanette  Stone;  he  died  in  1856.  By  his 
first  marriage,  only,  there  are  surviving 
children,  as  follows:  Sheffield  J.,  who  re- 
sides in  Michigan;  Martha  Louisa,  wife 
of  Daniel  Bigelow,  of  Columbia  township; 
and  Prudence,  Mrs.  Ives. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ives  was  born  one 
child,  John  Cyrus,  who  was  cut  off  in  his 
twenty-fourth  year,  April  12,  1881,  after 
a lingering  illness  from  catarrhal  con- 
sumption. lie  was  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  was  licensed  to  preach,  and 
went  to  Denison  University  three  years, 
never  missing  either  a recitation  or  chapel 
service  or  prayer  meeting  in  ail  that  time. 

At  his  death  he  could  read  four  lancruages. 

© # © 

On  the  Sabbath  he  was  called  to  his  re- 
ward,  Communion  service  was  postponed 
until  the  following  Sabbath,  when  his 
father  officiated.  Politically  our  subject 
is  a Democrat,  taking  a lively  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  his  party.  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Columbia  Center,  in  which  he  has  been  a 
deacon  forty-one  years,  and  during  all  that 
time  he  never  missed  attending  church  to 
officiate  excepting  one  Sabbath. 


| AMES  WHIPPLE  was  born  March 
| 16,  1811,  in  Pomfret  town,  Windham 
) Co.,  Conn.  His  parents,  Charles 
and  Hannah  Whipple,  were  both 
natives  of  Xorth  Providence,  R.  L,  born 
April  28,  1779,  and  ^November  14,  1786, 
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respectively.  In  1807  they  moved  to 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  tlience  in  1815  to 
Westmoreland,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Charles  Whipple  died  January  8.  1866, 
aged  eighty-six  years;  his  wife,  Hannah, 
had  preceded  him  to  the  grave  December 
6,  1863,  when  aged  seventy-eight  years. 

On  May  24,  1833,  James  Whipple  came 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  having  previously 
purchased  in  Brighton  one  hundred  acres 
of(land.  known  as  the  Loomis  farm;  this 
farm  he  afterward  increased  to  two  hun- 
dred acres.  On  November  14,  1830,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Melinda 
Dunbar,  who  was  born  September  6,  1819, 
at  Sandy  Lake,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  John  Dunbar,  who  was  born 
June,  1777,  at  Bridgewater,  .Norfolk  Co., 
Mass.,  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.  He 
resided  with  his  parents  at  Bridgewater 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  re- 
moved with  them  to  Grantham,  Sullivan 
Co.,  X.  H.  In  1800  he  was  married  to 
Sally  Annadown,  who  was  born  Sej> 
tember  29,  1776,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Dorcas  Annadown,  of  Southbridge,  Mass., 
and  they  resided  at  Grantham  until  Feb- 
ruary, ISIS,  when  they  removed  to  Sandy 
Lake.  In  1820  they  went  to  Ludlow, 
Windsor  Co.,  Yt.,  thence,  iu  1831,  to 
Minerva,  Essex  Co.,  X.  Y.  In  the  latter 
part  of  May,  1835,  they  came  westward  to 
Ohio,  locating,  in  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
tember, in  Brighton,  Lorain  county,  where 
Mr.  Dunbar  passed  from  earth  January  8, 
1838,  when  aged  sixty-one  years.  lie 
carried  on  farming  on  a place  situated 
about  three-fourths  of  a mile  north  of  the 
center  of  the  township.  II is  widow  passed 
away  September  22,  1854.  aged  seventy- 
eight  years.  Melinda  Dunbar  received  in 
her  youth  a common-school  education,  and 
was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  she  came 
with  her  parents  to  Brighton  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Whipple  were 
born  four  children,  viz.:  Jefferson  C., 
born  August  IS,  1841;  Anzonette,  born 


February  8,  1851,  died  June  17,  1859, 
aged  eight  years,  four  months  and  nine 
days;  Emma,  born  April  2,  1857,  died 
June  12,  1859, aged  two  years,  two  months 
and  ten  days;  and  Manette  C.,  born  Oc- 
tober 31,  1861.  The  family  homestead  is 
one  and  a half  miles  from  Brighton.  Mr. 
A hippie  w;as  actively  identified  with  the 
early  religious  and  political  questions  of 
the  town,  taking  his  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country. 


TrY  AVID  L.  WADSWORTH  axd 
I j:  FAMILY.  David  L.  Wadsworth, 
LJ  youngest  and  seventh  son  of  Lawton 
and  Nancy  R.  Wadsworth,  was  born 
in  Becket,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  June  1, 
1825.  lie  was  a lad  of  fine  promise  — 
bright,  witty  and  active — and  grew  up 
among  the  granite  hills,  laying  the  foun- 
dation  for  character  noted  in  after  years  for 
geniality  and  good  fellowship.  A true  son 
of  sturdy  New  England  ancestry. 

On  April  15,  1833,  Lawton  Wadsworth 
and  family  started  from  Becket  on  a west- 
ern journey,  moving  by  overland  route, 
with  horses  and  covered  wagons,  and  ar- 
rived in  Wellington,  Ohio,  May  9,  making 
the  journey  of  about  600  miles  in  twenty- 
four  days.  David  L.  was  then  in  his 
eighth  year,  and  the  town  of  Wellington  in 
its  pioneer  stage.  Here,  for  fifty-nine 
consecutive  years,  he  dwelt  among  her 
people,  growing  with  her  growth,  strength- 
ening with  her  strength,  until,  step  by 
step,  he  moved  onward  and  upward,  with 
the  march  of  improvements  of  this  busy, 
bustlincr  town.  During  his  youthful  davs 
he  acquired  a good  common-school  educa- 
tion, which  was  supplemented  with  a few 
terms  at  Oberlin  College,  preparatory  to 
following  the  vocation  of  school  teacher. 
For  seven  years  he  taught  in  district 
schools  during  the  winter  terms,  establish- 
ing a good  record  as  instructor  and  discip- 
linarian. 
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In  13-10  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Dr.  Hall,  of  Orange,  Ohio, 
but  acquiring  a distaste  for  this  profession, 
he  shortly  returned  to  the  parental  home- 
stead, and  nave  his  attention  to  farming 
and  stock  dealing,  developing  a spirit  of 
speculation  that  proved  lasting,  aud  as 
years  passed  brought  forth  its  complement 
ot'  unlimited.success.  On  October22,  1350, 
D.  L.  Wadsworth  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rosenia  0.  Woodworth, 
of  Rochester,  Lorain  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Iliram  and  Caroline  L.  (Wales) 
Woodworth,  born  November  5,  1831,  in 
Bristol,  N.  Y.,  and  who  came  with  her 
parents  to  Rochester  in  1832,  where  they 
settled  for  a term  of  vears.  Three  children 
were  the  fruits  of  this  marriage,  viz.: 
Kitty  May,  born  May  20,  185G,  and  died 
April  G,  1858  (she  was  a beautiful  child, 
sweet  and  lovable,  and  died  greatly 
lamented);  Georgie  M.,  born  September 
25,  1861,  and  Leon  II.,  born  October  13, 
1863.  In  1S6G  the  present  family  resi- 
dence, situate  on  North  Main  street,  was 
completed  and  occupied.  In  1868  Mr. 
Wadsworth  purchased  a planing  mill,  and 
embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  doors, 
sash  and  blinds,  dealing  largely  in  lumber, 
shingles,  lath,  etc.  Afterward  other  in- 
dustries were  added,  to  wit:  a cheese  and 
butter-box  factory;  and  later  on  he  estab- 
lished a lumber  yard  and  planing- mill  in 
Greenwich,  Ohio,givingemployment  to  up- 
ward of  seventy- live  workmen.  lie  was  a 
prominent  dealer  in  real  estate,  buying 
farms,  building  houses  about  town  for  dwell- 
ings and  other  purposes,  a hundred  or  more, 
addiuo-  much  to  the  general  o-rowth  and 

o o o 

prosperity  of  the  village  wherein  he  dwelt. 

On  October  22,  1875.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wadsworth  celebrated  their  twenty-fifth 
wedding  anniversary  in  a right  royal 
manner,  with  some  300  guests  in  attend- 
ance,  who  presented  many  elegant  silver 
gifts  in  honor  of  the  occasion.  It  was  a 
fete  noted  for  its  social  and  enjoyable 
features,  and  ever  remembered  with  pleas- 
ure by  those  who  participated  therein. 

38 


Mr.  Wadsworth’s  political  faith  dated 
from  the  famous  “ Rescue  Case  ” of  1358, 
j after  which  time  he  was  a Democrat.  In 
1861  he  became  an  ardent,  zealous  and 
| enthusiastic  War  Democrat.  He  called 
] the  first  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing volunteers,  and  his  cry  of:  “ Boys, 
this  means  business,”  was  very  like  a 
clarion  note,  inciting  men  to  do  their 
duty,  and  to  do  it  well.  He  gave  gener- 
1 ouslyof  his  time  and  money  to  further  the 
cause  of  loyalty  to  the  Union,  and  was  ever 
a true  and  firm  friend  to  the  “boys  in 
j blue.”  Although  the  district  in  which 
: Mr.  Wadsworth  lived  has  always  been  Re- 
| publican,  yet  he  received  many  political 
| honors.  On  April  1,  1878,  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  Gov.  Bishop,  trustee  of  the 
Cleveland  Insane  Asylum,  holding  this 
! position  five  years.  Gov.  Headley  ap- 
pointed him  trustee  of  the  State  Institu- 
\ tion  for  the  Blind,  and  this  position  was 
held  during  the  remainder  of  that  gov- 
| ernor's  term  of  office,  also  the  entire  first 
term  of  Gov.  Foraker,  a Republican  offi- 
! cial.  In  1875  he  was  nominated  to  fill 
the  office  of  State  treasurer,  and  was  de- 
feated by  only  two  votes;  in  1.888  he  was 
! nominated  for  a representative  to  Congress, 
j and  succeeded  in  reducing  the  Republican 
majority  in  his  own  county  over  four 
hundred.  In  1890  he  was  offered  the 
same  nomination,  but  declined  the  honor. 
Although  not  a member  of  any  church, 
his  public  spirit  led  him  to  contribute 
largely  to  the  building  of  churches  with- 
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out  regard  to  color  or  creed.  In  Free 

o 

Masonry  he  attained  the  thirty-second 
degree. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  gave  his  children, 
Georgie  M.  and  Leon  II.,  every  facility 
for  educational  advantage.  After  this 

n 

years’  attendance  in  the  Union  schools  of 
! Wellington,  Georgie  was  given  one  year 
of  schooling  in  Oberlin,  and  two  years  in 
i Mi  ss  Mitilebercrei*  s Select  Ibcliool  for 

n 

; young  ladies,  in  Cleveland.  Leon  II. 
i graduated  in  the  Ann  Arbor  (Mich.)  Law 
j School  in  18S3.  On  October  14,  1SS5.  he 
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married  Miss  Mary  E.,  only  daughter  of 
Capt.  "William  and  Sophia  Trinter,  of 
Vermillion,  Ohio.  The  wedding  was  cele- 
brated with  all  due  honors  at  the  home  of 
the  bride’s  parents,  and  wedding  gifts 
were  numerous  and  valuable.  On  Octo- 
ber 22,  1885,  on  the  thirty-fifth  anniver- 
sary of  Mr.  and  Airs.  13.  L.  Wadsworth’s 
wedding,  their  daughter  Georgie  M.  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Air.  D.  B.  Ord- 
way,  of  Hornellsville,  V.  Y.  A reception 
was  also  tendered  Mr.  and  Airs.  Leon  II. 
Wadsworth  at  the  same  time  and  place’,  and 
once  aoain  the  elegant  home  of  Air.  and 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Wadsworth  was  tilled  with 
many  guests  to  celebrate  this  triple  event 
in  the  history  of  the  family.  The  gener- 
ous collection  of  rare  flowers  used  for  dec- 
orations; the  elegant  home  furnishings; 
the  rich  costumes,  as  seen  under  gaslight, 
made  a charming  picture,  worthy  of  being 
perpetuated  on  canvas. 

Previous  to  the  marriage  of  the  chil- 
dren homes  had  been  prepared  and  fur- 
nished, ready  for  occupancy.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Ordway’s  home  was  located  in  llcr- 
nellsville,  As . Y.,  while  that  of  Air.  and  Airs. 
Leon  H.  AVadsworth  was  near  the  paternal 
homestead,  and  he  was  given  an  interest 
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in  his  father's  lumber  business.  In  Alarch, 
1886,  Air.  and  Airs.  Ordway  returned  to 
Wellington,  taking  up  a residence  in  the 
house  previously  occupied  by  Air.  and 
Airs.  Leon  II.,  the  latter  moving  to  Green- 
wich, Ohio,  and  taking  charge  of  the  lum-- 
ber  business,  previously  established  at 
that  place  by  tiis  father.  Air.  Ordway 
was  given  a position  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  AVellington  similar  to  that  of  Leon 
II.  On  October  25,  1886,  a son  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Leon  II.  Wadsworth,  and 
was  christened  William  Luther,  in  honor 
of  each  grandfather.  On  November  29, 
1886,  a son  was  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  D. 
B.  Ordway,  and  christened  James  Wads- 
worth Ordway. 

In  1890  13.  L.  Wadsworth  received  an 
appointment  from  Gov.  Campbell  as  a 
member  of  the  World’s  Fair  Board  from 


Ohio.  He  was  a most  active  and  tireless 
worker,  and  from  over-exertion  in  this  cause 
was  attributed  the  fatal  illness  that  cut 
short  the  thread  of  life  in  so  summary  a 
manner.  Air.  AY"  ads  worth  died  at  his  home 
on  the  evening  of  October  7,  1892,  of  heart 
failure,  at  the  age  ot  sixty-seven  years. 
Ilis  illness  was  only  of  a few  hours’  dura- 
tion. Dr.  E.  G.  Rust,  the  family  physi- 
cian, was  in  attendance,  and  his  family  all 
present.  The  funeral  service  was  con- 
ducted at  his  late  home,  Tuesday,  2 o’clock 
P.  AL,  October  11,  by  Rev.  William  Bar- 
ton, pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
assisted  by  Jacob  AY.  Vanderwerf,  emi- 
nent commander  of  the  Order  of  Knights 
Templar,  Oriental  Commandery  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  of  which  Order  Air.  AYads- 
worth  had  been  a member  for  twenty- 
years.  The  perfection  ring  presentation 
was  conducted  by  Prelates  Ills.  Charles  A. 
AVoodward  and  Brenton  D.  Babcock;  music 
was  rendered  by  a Knights  Templar  quar- 
tet, the  ceremonies  being  all  most  solemn 
and  impressive.  Mr.  AVadsworth’s  remains 
were  dressed  in  the  Knights  Templar  re- 
galia, as  were  the  fifty  or  more  Knights  in 
attendance.  The  casket  and  rooms  were 
adorned  with  choice  flower  pieces,  gifts 
from  the  various  Orders  to  which  the  de- 
ceased belonged,  also  from  relatives  and 
friends,  and  their  honied  perfume  made 
the  air  fragrant  with  sweetness.  The  day 
was  most  divinely  fair,  each  shrub  and  tree 
had  put  on  its  most  attractive  colors,  and 
the  rich,  mellow  sunshine,  softened  by 
cooling  breezes,  baptized  Alother  Earth 
with  a glory  quite  indescribable.  All  the 
principal  business  houses  and  shops  in 
town  were  closed  during  the  funeral  obse- 
quies, and  the  attendance  was  very  large. 
The  roomy  house  and  extensive  grounds 
were  tilled  to  overflowino-.  Xo  greater 
tribute  of  respect  was  ever  paid  a deceased 
citizen  of  AVellington,  than  was  freely 
given  on  this  occasion,  by  not  only  the 
citizens  of  the  town,  but  by  all  surround- 
ing towns,  whence  came  many  people  to 
pay  their  last  respects  and  to  extend  their 
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sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family.  The 
order  of  the  procession  was  as  follows: 
First  Wellington  Brass  Band,  playing  a 
funeral  dirge;  carriage  containing  the 
clergy;  hearse,  guarded  by  six  Knights 
Templar,  bearing  reversed  swords,  fol- 
lowed by  fifty  or  more  of  same  Order  on 
foot,  each  dressed  in  regalia  of  their  Order; 
M asons  of  all  grades;  workmen  employed 
in  the  various  industries  carried  on  by  the 
Wadsworth  firm;  carriage  containing 
mourners;  carriages  containing  citizens; 
citizens  on  foot,  numbering  several  hun- 
dred. The  service  at  the  grave  was  con- 
ducted  by  Prelates  same  as  at  the  family 
residence,  and  the  remains  were  lowered 
into  their  last  resting-place  amid  a sprink- 
ling of  evergreens  and  floral  blossoms. 

“Earth  to  earth,  and  dust  to  dost.’’ 

His  widow  still  resides  in  the  now  lonely 
home,  where,  on  every  hand,  are  seen  evi- 
dences of  the  thoughtful  outlook  and  care- 
ful supervision  on  the  part  of  the  dear  de- 
parted, for  the  comfort  of  those  dwelling 
within  the  home  circle.  Ah!  it  is  little 
wonder  the  bereaved  heart  continually  cries 
for  the  protecting  arms  that  were  wont  to 
shield  it  from  all  adverse  afflictions  and 
trials,  incident  to  human  life  whilst  m akin  or 
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its  earthly  pilgrimage. 


v EORGE  H.  AXDPESS,  a promi- 
nent agriculturist  of  Henrietta 
township,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
August  5,  1834,  a son  of  Carlo  and 
Nancy  (Bucklyi  Andress. 

Carlo  Andress  was  born  November  6, 
1804,  in  Essex  county,  X-  Y.,  and  came  to 
Ohio  in  1817.  On  March  1,  1832,  he  was 
married  in  Henrietta  to  Nancy  Buckly,  who 
was  born  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  May  30.  1812, 
and  they  lived  together  nineteen  years, 
when  she  died,  August  25,  1851.  They 
had  but  one  child,  George  H.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Carlo  Andress  was  subse- 
quently, on  December  4,  1851,  married  to 
Weltha  Smith,  of  Elyria,  by  which  union 


lie  had  two  children,  both  born  in  Hen- 
rietta, at  the  old  homestead,  viz.:  Alice, 
born  October  30,  1853,  and  Henry,  born 
June  19,  1855.  Carlo  Andress  died  of 
paralysis  November  8,  1870,  in  Obcrlin, 
whither  he  had  removed  in  order  to  have 
his  children  educated;  his  wife  was  born  in 
; Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  August  10,  1815, 
and  died  April  24,  1871. 

Carlo  Andress  commenced  life  as  a pio- 
neer farmer,  working  early  and  late  witli- 
■ out  any  of  the  comforts  and  barely  the 
necessities  of  life.  For  the  wife  of  his 
earlier  years  he  married  one  that  was  as 
i willing  to  work  as  was  he,  and  together 
they  labored  and  managed  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a competency.  He  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  time  of  T.  Cor- 
win, in  1842,  and  was  for  many  years  jus- 
tice in  Henrietta  township,  where  he  tried 
to  have  all  troubles  settled  without  any 
! ill-will.  His  wife  was  a Christian  woman, 

1 having  joined  the  Disciple  Church  while 
; quite  young,  and  remaining  true  to  her 
| early  faith  till  the  last.  She  was  noted  for 
her  goodness  to  the  poor  and  her  kindness 
to  the  sick,  and  her  sweetness  of  disposi- 
tion is  often  spoken  of  until  this  day  by 
the  people  who  knew  her  best.  Two 
brothers  of  hers  and  their  descendants  are 
living  in  Henrietta  township  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  His  second  spouse  was  a model 
wife  and  mother,  devoting  her  entire  time 
I to  her  family.  He  could  at  this  timepro- 
; vide  for  his  family  far  differently  than  in  his 
| younger  days.  He  and  his  wife  were 
! deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their 
; children  and  the  people  that  were  of  their 
j household. 

Our  subject  attended  the  primitive  couu- 
| try  schools  of  his  boyhood  days,  and  Berea 
I (Ohio)  College  two  terms.  He  then  as- 
j sisted  his  father  in  the  farm  work,  clear- 
incr  the  land  of  timber  and  undergrowth, 
and  converting  the  vircrin  soil  into  fertile 
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fields.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty-three 
' years  he  commenced  life  for  his  own  ac- 
j count,  as  a full-fledged  farmer,  and  in  his 
I vocation  has  been  highly  successful.  He 
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now  owns  134  acres  of  prime  land,  one 
hundred  of  which  were  cultivated  by  his 
father. 

In  1859  Mr.  Andress  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Matilda  Elson,  and  three  j 
children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows: 
Maud  (Mrs.  Fred  Fowler,  of  Berlin  Heights, 
Ohio),  born  April  13,  1861;  Ernest,  born 
July  IS,  1863,  died  January  16,  1873;  and 
Leon,  born  March  13,  1865.  The  mother 
of  these  died  in  1868,  and  in  1870  our 
subject  intermarried  with  Adelaide  Ennis, 
by  which  union  there  is  one  child,  Frank, 
in  the  express  office  in  Elyria.  In  1872 
Mr.  Andress  married  Amelia  Hutchison, 
daughter  of  William  Hutchison,  and 
children,  as  follows,  were  born  to  this 
union:  Edna,  at  present  at  Painesville 

(01  lio)  Seminary;  Elsie,  teaching  school  j 
at  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio;  Walter,  deceased; 
Henry,  Fred  and  Bessie,  at  home.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  is  a Democrat,  but  in 
local  elections  he  invariably  votes  for  the 
best  man  regardless  of  party. 


f^DMCND  GILLMORE.  Abiograph- 
' ical  record  of  Lorain  county  would 
*4,  be  incomplete  were  prominent  men- 
tion not  made  of  this  gentleman, 
who  is  a native  of  the  countv,  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1833,  in  Black  River  township. 

Mr.  Gillmore  is  a son  of  Quartus  and 
Elizabeth  (Reid)  Gillmore,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a native  of  Chester,  Hampden 
Co..  Mass.,  a son  of  Edmund  and  Eliza- 
beth (Stuart)  Gillmore,  also  of  Massachu- 
setts, born  of  English  and  Scotch  ancestry, 
respectively.  From  their  native  State 
they  came  west  to  what  was  then  known 
as  the  “ Connecticut  Western  Reserve,” 
locating,  in  1811,  in  what  is  now  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  wild  land 
which  he  cleared,  passing  the  rest  of  his  j 
days  thereon.  He  was  a farmer  and  land-  I 
owner  in  Amherst  and  Black  River  town- 
ships, and  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Black 


River  township,  in  1843  and  1844,  respect- 
ively. They  had  a family  of  ten  children 
— nine  sons  and  one  daughter— -a  brief  rec- 
ord of  them  being  as  follows:  (1)  Quar- 

i tus,  born  in  1790,  has  mention  made 
further  on.  (2)  Aretus,  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1792,  died  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio.  (3)  Orrin,  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1794,  died  in  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio. 
(4)  Simon,  born  in  1796,  died  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,  in  1833;  he  was  a ship  carpenter 
by  occupation.  (5)  Truman,  born  in  1798, 
died  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1881. 
(6)  Linas,  born  in  1801,  died  in  Lorain  in 
1881.  (7)  Roxanna,  born  in  1803,  was 

married  in  Lorain  county  to  Robert 
Wright,  and  died  in  Oregon.  (8)  Alanson 
was  born  in  1805.  (9)  Edmund,  born  in 

1801,  died  in  Minnesota.  (TO)  James 
Madison,  born  in  1811,  died  in  Lorain 
county,  Ohio. 

Quartus  Gillmore  came  west  with  his 
parents,  the  journey  being  made  with 
teams.  In  what  is  now  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  he  married  Elizabeth  Reid,  who 
died  in  1876,  surviving  her  husband  seven 
years,  he  having  passed  away  in  1869.  In 
politics  he  was  an  active  Whig,  afterward 
a Republican;  was  for  many  years  a magis- 
trate, and  about  1837  was  appointed  the 
first  trustee  of  Black  River  township. 
Of  their  family  of  children,  Quincy  A. 
was  born  in  Lorain  county  in  1825,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Xor- 
walk  and  at  Elyria  Academy;  was  a teacher 
in  the  public  schools  for  three  years;  in 
1845  entered  the  Military  Academy,  where 
he  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class,  and 
ultimately  became  a noted  general.  He 
died  in  Brooklyn,  IS.  Yd,  April  7,  1888. 

Edmund  Gillmore  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  Black  River 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  commenced  sailing  on  the  lakes, 

O 

making  trips  to  Oswego,  Chicago,  and  all 
j lake  ports,  which  vocation  he  continued  in 
I for  ten  years.  He  also  worked  at  ship 
canlkino-  and  while  so  engaged  on  one  oc- 
casion  received  a severe  injury.  For  ten 
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months  he  was  with  a brother  in  New  York 
City,  acting  as  shipping  agent  and  assistant 
draughtsman. 

In  1858  Edmund  Gilltnore  was  united 
in  marriacre  with  Miss  Adelaide  E.  Gill- 
more,  a native  of  Lorain,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  daughter  of  Alanson  Gill  more,  of 
Lorain.  To  this  union  has  been  born  one 
child,  Quincy  A.  Gillinore,  a prominent 
attorney  at  law  of  Elyria,  Ohio.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  is  a pronounced  Republi- 
can, and  has  held  several  otfices  of  trust  in 
his  locality,  such  as  assessor  for  some  time, 
township  clerk  for  fifteen  years,  justice  of 
the  peace  since  1863,  and  notary  public 
for  the  past  twenty  years. 


eUINCY  A.  GILLMORE,  a leading 
i attorney  at  law  of  Elyria,  was  born 
I May  12,  1859,  in  Lorain  county, 
_ Ohio,  a son  of  Edmund  and  Ade- 

laide E.  (Gillinore)  Gilltnore,  also 
natives  of  the  county,  who  are  now  resi- 
dents of  the  town  of  Lorain. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in 
Oberlin  and  Delaware  Wesleyan  Colleges; 
graduating  in  1881.  Making  a study  of 
law,  he  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School  in  1883,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1884  located  in  Elyria  for  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  well-merited  success.  In  1884  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Frankie  G.  Brown, 
and  one  child  has  come  to  brighten  their 
home,  named  Scott  E.  Politically  Mr. 
Gillinore  is  one  of  the  most  ardent  Re- 
publicans in  his  section,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  P.  and  of  the  Lorain  County 
Bar  Association. 


Q FORGE  W.  RICE.  This  gentleman 
^ is  descended  from  one  of  the  pio- 
i neer  families  of  Lorain  county,  and 
L is  a native  of  the  same,  having  first 

c } 

seen  the  light  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Amherst  township  February  19,  1846. 


II is  father,  Abram  Rice,  was  born  April 
21,  1801,  in  Fayette  county,  Penn.,  and  in 
1822  came  to  Lorain  county,  where  he 
took  up>  one  hundred  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Black  River  township.  Later  he  moved 
into  Amherst  township  and  bought  a 
partly-improved  farm  of  one  Moses  Mul- 
nick,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  ptioneer  days,  dying  in  1876.  In  his 
political  preferences  he  was  a Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  and,  later,  a Repmblican.  In 
religious  sentiment  he  was  • a Methodist. 
He  was  married  in  Fayette  county,  Penn., 
to  M iss  Margaret  Stacker,  who  died  in 
March,  1891.  They  were  the  piarents  of 
fourteen  children,  of  whom  the  following 
is  a brief  sketch:  (1)  Mary  was  married  in 
Illinois  to  O.  P.  Kilmer,  of  New  York, 
who  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Forty-First 
0.  Y.  I.,  and  was  shot  at  Pittsburgh  Land- 
ing in  1862,  dying  two  weeks  later  in  Cin- 
i cinnati;  his  widow  died  February  28, 
1891.  (2)  Daniel  was  born  in  1824,  was 

reared  in  the  county,  and  here  married 
Mary  Smith,  of  Black  River  township, 
Lorain  county,  who  died  shortly  afterward; 
in  1850  he  went  to  California,  where  he 
married  and  had  six  children — five  daugh- 
ters and  one  son;  he  died  June  23,  1889. 
in  Arroyo  Grande,  Cal.  (3)  Samuel  A., 
born  in  1826,  became  an  early  pioneer  of 
Grant  county,  Wis.,  where  he  married  and 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1855, 
leaving  a widow  and  one  daughter,  now 
Mrs.  Ella  Jansen,  of  Clay  Center,  Ivans. 

(4)  Ann  E.,  born  in  1827,  was  married-  in 
1850,  in  Lorain  county,  to  Hiram  Wilber, 
of  New  York,  who  came  in  an  early  day 
to  Lorain  county,  where  he  died  in  1878; 
they  had  two  children:  Byron  E.,  in  Adams 
county,  Iowa  (married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Stella  and  Jessie);  and  Eda  B.,  mar- 
ried to  M.  Cunningham,  ofColumbus,  Ohio, 
and  has  two  children,  George  and  Roy. 

(5)  John  S.,  born  in  1829,  was  married  to 
M iss  Lucy  Hale,  of  Lorain  county,  some- 
time in  the  ‘‘fifties.”  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  was  keeping  a hotel  at  Berlin 
Heights,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio.  Later  he  sold 
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out,  and  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  lie 
was  residing  when  the  call  came  for  voiun- 
teers  to  suppress  the  Rebellion.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Second  Regiment  Minnesota 
Infantry,  and  served  until  discharged  on 
account  of  chronic  sore  eyes.  Afterward 
he  moved  to  Iowa,  and  still  later  went  with 
liis  family  to  Arroyo  Grande,  Cal.,  where 
he  now  resides,  surrounded  by  his  family 
of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  besides  I 
numerous  grandchildren.  (6)  Melissa,  born 
in  1830,  was  married  to  II.  P.  Strickler,  of  i 
Pennsylvania;  she  died  in  1861,  leaving 
one  son  and  one  daughter;  the  son,  L.  D.,  j 
and  daughter,  Mrs.  Meda  Sandrock,  reside  j 
with  their  families  in  Amherst  township. 
(7)  Adaline,  born  in  1832.  is  the  widow  of  \ 
\Ym.  Pearl,  and  resides  in  North  Amherst;  j 
she  has  three  sons:  Eugene  F.,CorrieeC.  and  ; 
Arthur  A.  (8)  Margaret  J.,  born  October 
7,  1833,  was  married  to  I.  G.  Hazel,  and 
to  them  were  born  live  children,  viz.: 
Emma  and  Alma,  both  deceased;  Alpha,  re- 
siding in  Oberlin;  Ruby,  wife  of  Everett 
E.  Walker,  of  North  Amherst,  and  Harry, 
attending  Oberlin  College:  Margaret  J. 
Hazel  died  in  North  Amherst  March  28,  j 
1890.  (9)  Haney  O..  born  January  6, 

1835,  married  R.  G.  Barney,  who  enlisted 
for  one  year  in  Company  E,  Sixth  Ohio 
Cavalry,  served  his  timeout,  and  died  No- 
vember 12,  1872;  they  had  two  children, 
Mrs.  Maggie  Root,  and  Mrs.  Mina  Guten- 
felder,  of  Cleveland;  Nancy  O.  Barney  j 
died  in  1869.  (10)  Susan,  born  in  1837, 

is  the  wife  of  John  Iv.  Hazel,  who  was  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Second  Wis- 
consin Cavalry;  they  live  in  Florida;  they 
have  three  children  living:  Loudon  C., 
Percy  and  Mark,  ill)  Abram  J..  born 
January  17,  1840,  enlisted  in  1861  in 
Compmny  F,  Forty-first  O.  Y.  I.,  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing  April  7, 

1862,  and  was  buried  on  the  battlefield  ; the 

7 | 

G.  A.  R.  Post  located  at  Amherst  is  named  j 
in  honor  of  him.  (12)  Weslev,  born  January  : 
29,  1842,  is  married  and  resides  in  Oberlin ; 
he  has  two  children,  Alma,  wife  of  Charles  I 
J.  Maynard,  and  Mary  Faith.  (13)  Charles,  j 


born  December  5,  1843,  died  August  31, 
1886,  at  Amherst:  (14)  George  W.  is  the 

subject  of  this  sketch.  On  the  father’s 
side  the  family  were  of  French-German 
ancestry,  on  that  of  the  mother  they  claim 
German-Dutch  lineage.  Grandfather  Rice 

o# 

served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died 
in  Pennsylvania. 

George  W.  Rice,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  a moderate  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  Amherst  township 
and  at  Berea  College.  In  his  boyhood 
and  youth  he  was  thoroughly  inducted 
into  the  mysteries  of  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  have  been  his  life  work,  and  he  now 
owns  the  homestead,  consisting  of  ninety 
acres  of  prime  land,  all  in  a good  state  of 
cultivation.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
Amherst  Lodge  No.  74,  Iv.  of  P.,  and  is 
Master  of  Exchequer  in  same;  also  mem- 
ber of  Amherst  Lodge  No.  96,  I.  O.  G.  T. 
Politically  he  is  a zealous  Republican,  and 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  he  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  hoard  of 
education  of  Amherst  township,  being  at 
present  president  of  the  same.  Up  to  date 
he  is  unmarried,  none  the  less  he  is  the 
leading  spirit  of  his  neighborhood,  socially 
and  politically;  his  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  old  and  young  never  flags. 


CY  FORGE  C.  JEFFERIES,  attorney 
*.  at  law  and  war  claim  agent,  Elyria, 
1 1 was  born  June  22,  1837,  in  Spencer, 
Lorain  (now  Medina)  Co.,  Ohio,  a 
son  of  Gilbert  and  Mary  A.  (Spencer) 
Jefferies,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Col.  Spencer,  after  whom  the 
town  and  township  of  Spencer  (Medina 
county)  were  named.  She  died  the  day 
following  Thanksgiving  Day,  1891,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  a member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church. 

Gilbert  Jefferies  was  born  in  October, 
1811,  in  the  town  of  Webster,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1832  came  to  Ohio,  making  a settle- 
ment  in  Spencer,  Lorain  (now  Medina) 
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comity.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and 
died  June  22,  1870.  An  Old-line  Whig 
originally,  he  united  with  the  Republican 
party  in  1854  (the  year  of  its  organization), 
and  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
Thomas  Jefferies,  paternal  grandfather  of 
subject,  came  to  Medina  county  in  1847, 
and  passed  the  .rest  of  his  days  with  our 
subject’s  parents.  Gilbert  and  Mary  A. 
(Spencer)  Jefferies  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children — seven  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters — of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest, 
and  six  are  yet  living. 

George  C.  Jefferies  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  country  schools  and  at  Oberlin 
College  (where  his  mother  was  also  in  part 
educated).  After  reading  law  with  lion. 
II.  G.  Elake,  of  Medina,  Ohio,  he  enlisted 
August  12,  1862,  in  Company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  O.  V.  I.  His 
regiment  was  attached  to  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  its. first  camp  was  made 
in  Elizabethtown,  Ivy.,  whence  it  was  sent 
to  Nashville  and  Franklin,  Tenn.,at  which 
latter  place  a battle  was  fought.  Thence 
the  regiment  inarched  to  Triune,  same 
State,  from  there  to  Readyville  and  Man- 
chester, Tenn.,  from  which  latter  it  moved 
to  the  Sequatchie  Valley.  On  September 
19,  1863,  it  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  where  Mr.  Jefferies  (then 
serving  as  first  sergeant)  was  so  severely 
wounded  that  he  fiad  to  retire  from  the 
army.  On  his  return  home  he  completed 
his  law  studies,  and  in  1875  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the 
United  States  bar.  In  1876  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  1878 
moved  into  Elyria.  Since  1885,  in  con- 
nection with  his  legal  business,  he  has 
given  special  attention  to  war  claims. 

On  July  7,  1870,  Mr.  Jefferies  was  mar- 
ried, at  Chatham,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Mary  Hine,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  viz.:  Gilbert  C.,  born  in 
Spencer,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  August  8, 
1871,  now  a stenographer  and  typewriter 
in  Elyria;  Edgar  C.,  born  at  Elyria  Oc- 
tober 15,  1879,  now  at  school,  and  Thomas 
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C.,  born  at  Elyria  February  7,  1881,  also 
at  school.  Our  subject  in  politics  is  a 
Republican,  in  religion  a Methodist.  He 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  U.  V. 
Legion  The  first  of  this  family  of  Jef- 
feries in  Ameria  was  the  first  governor  of 
Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Hine)  Jefferies  was  born 
January  6,  1846,  at  Chester,  Wayne  Co., 
Ohio,  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Luce)  Iline,  the  latter  of  whom  died  when 
Mary  was  a child.  The  father  in  early 
life  settled  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  became  one  of  the  largest  horse  and 
wheat  raisers,  and  there  resided  until  he 
was  well  advanced  in  years,  when  he 
moved  to  Chatham.  There  he  passed  from 
earth  in  November,  1876,  at  the  a^e  of 
seventy-eight  years. 


dfOIIX  HARVIT,  one  of  the  repre- 
! sentative  self-made  men  of  LaGrange 
township,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
April  26,  1836,  in  Chester  township, 
Wayne  county.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Nancy  (Smith)  flarvit,  farming  people, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  1838,  leaving 
a comfortable  home.  His  widow  subse- 
quently re- married. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  during  his  early  man- 
hood was  employed  as  a farm  hand,  mean- 
time saving  his  earnings.  On  November 
7,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Coleman,  born  May  30,  1847,  in  La- 
Grange  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  whom 
he  had  met  while  a resident  of  Eenfield, 
same  county,  whither  he  moved  with  his 
step-father,  James  Brown,  who  was  a well- 
to-do  farmer.  Mrs.  Ilarvit  was  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Harriet  Coleman, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  1849,  of 
cholera,  and  was  buried  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  in  Eaton  township.  Mrs.  Cole- 
man was  subsequently  married  to  William 
Ormsby,  and  continued  to  reside  on  her 
former  home;  she  was  buried  in  the  ceme- 
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tery  in  LaGrange  township.  After  mar- 
riage Air.  Harvit  located  on  the  James 
Coleman  homestead,  lot  No.  30,  LaGrange 
township,  where  he  has  always  followed 
farming,  in  which  he  has  met  with  en- 
couraging success.  He  has  a natural  apti- 
tude for  carpenter  work.  In  1885  he 
erected  one  of  the  most  comfortable  rural 
homes  in  the  township  on  his  place,  which 
consists  of  278-|  acres  of  excellent  land, 
fully  equipped  with  good  farm  buildings. 
Mr.  Harvit  is  a hard  worker  and  a good 
business  manager,  and  the  results  of  his 
labor  are  shown  in  his  surroundings,  for 
his  farm  and  farm  buildings  are  among 
the  best  in  the  township.  In  party  affairs 
he  is  a Republican,  but  is  not  an  active 
politician.  To  the  union  of  AT r.  and  Mrs. 
Harvit  has  come  one  child,  Hattie,  born 
November  28,  1869,  now  the  wife  of  Don 
Scwartz,  a leading  citizen  of  LaGrange  j 
township.  (They  have  one  son,  Harry,  ! 
born  February  20,  1892).  Mrs.  Harvit  is  i 
a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  La- 
Grange. 
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ON.  LUCIUS  HERRICK.  This 
gentleman,  who  is  a prominent  and 
well-known  figure  in  the  arena  of 
agriculture  and  politics  in  Lorain 
county,  is  a native  of  Jefferson 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  in  Iloundsfield,  near 
Watertown,  November  8,  1820. 

Philo  Herrick,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  Tyringham,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  j 
whence  when  a boy  he,  with  the  rest  of  the  j 
family,  moved  to  Bridgewater,  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  his  father,  Amasa  Herrick,  | 
afterward  taking  them  to  Iloundsfield, 
same  State.  Here  Philo  Herrick  made  ! 
his  home  till  the  spring  of  1835,  when, 
with  his  wife,  Sophia  (Blodgett),  and  fam- 
ily, he  came  to  Wellington,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  the  journey  being  made  with  an  old- 
time  “ prairie  schooner.”  Here  he  made 
a land  purchase  of  158  acres  in  Welling- 
ton township  (which  has  since  passed  into 
the  hands  of  his  son  Lucius),  built  a log 


house,  and  set  to  work  to  transform  the 
wild- woods  into  a fertile  farm.  The  father, 
who  was  a tanner  and  currier,  and  also  a 
shoemaker,  rented  a tannery  in  Hunting- 
ton  township,  but  soon  afterward  returned 
to  Wellington.  For  a time  he  followed 
the  shoe  business  in  Winnebago  county, 
111.  He  died  in  Wellington  in  1866,  a 
strong  Republican  in  politics,  originally  a 
Whig,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  James 
Monroe;  his  wife  was  born  September  27, 
1788,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight 
years  less  five  days.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Loring,  now  a resident 
of  Meckling,  Clay  Co,  S.  Dak.;  Amasa 
B.,  residing  in  Chicago;  Lucius,  and 
George  F.,  a mechanic,  who  was  accident- 
ally  killed  September  15,  1844,  at  Janes- 
ville, Wisconsin. 

Lucius  Herrick,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  biographical  sketch,  enjoyed  but  lim- 
ited school  privileges,  but  the  loss  in  that 
he  partially  compensated  for  by  systematic, 
diligent  home  study.  In  1889  he  entered 
an  academy  in  Elyria,  where  he  made  his 
home  with  Deacon  Lane,  working  for  his 
board.  His  father  tried  to  induce  him  to 
take  up  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  but  he 
preferred  farming,  and  consequently  made 
it  his  life  work.  • In  1843  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Griffith,  who  bore  him  one  son, 
Luther  G.  This  wife  was  called  from 
earth  in  January,  1844,  and  in  1849  Mr. 
Herrick  married  Miss  Harriet  E.  Bidwell, 
and  one  son  blessed  their  union,  Bert  B., 
who  was  educated  at  the  common  schools 
of  Wellington  and  at  Oberlin;  he  is  now  a 
farmer  and  cheese  manufacturer;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Etta  Wadsworth,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Ethel  and  Hobart. 

Formerly  a Whig,  now  a Republican, 
Mr.  Herrick  has  ever  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  public  affairs.  lie  served  as  in- 
firmary director  two  years,  and  also  as 
township  trustee;  was  elected  countv  com- 
missioner three  full  terms  consecutively, 

I resigning  in  order  to  accept  nomination  to 
the  Legislature,  in  which  he  served  in  the 
| Sixty-third  and  Sixty-fourth  General  As- 
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semblies;  and  lie  says  he  much  enjoyed  the 
variety  of  being  in  the  House,  but  that  it 
was  the  hardest  work  he  ever  did  in  his 
life.  He  has  in  his  possession  several  in- 
teresting public  documents,  and  in  his 
library  the  full  series  of  “Geological  Sur- 
veys of  Ohio,”  by  Newberry.  Mr.  Herrick 
is  the  owner  of  435  acres  of  land,  and  has 
seen  the  gradual  evolution  in  agricultural 
development  from  the  hand  sickle  to  the 
self-binding  harvesting  machine.  Mrs. 
Herrick,  with  whom  he  is  now  living,  was 
Miss  Sarah  "West,  only  daughter  of  Francis 
West,  of  Berlin,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio.  The 
families  for  three  o-enerations  at  least,  have 
been  members  and  supporters  of  Presby- 
terian and  Congregational  Churches. 

O O 


E1  A.  CUTLER,  a well-known  fruit- 
grower  of  Avon  township,  where  he 

i has  resided  for  almost  the  last  half 

century,  is  a native  of  New  York 
State,  born  in  Essex,  Essex  county,  in 
August,  1S22.  Ilis  parents,  John  B.  and 
Phoebe  (Hoffnagle)  Cuyler,  were  also  na- 
tives of  New  York  State,  where  they  both 
passed  their  entire  lives,  the  father  dying 
in  1838,  the  mother  forty  years  later,  in 
Essex  county.  John  P>.  Cuyler  was  a ser- 
geant in  the  war  of  1812. 

E.  A.  Cuyler,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  reared  in  his  native  county 
up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  After 
coming,  in  1843,  to  Avon  township,  Lo- 
rain Co.,  Ohio,  he  commenced  sailing  on 
the  lakes,  in  which  he  continued  for  seven- 
teen seasons,  on  boats  plying  between 
Cleveland  and  Buffalo,  and  also  Detroit. 
In  an  early  day  he  opened  up  a farm  in 
Sheffield  township.  Lorain  county,  where 
he  resided  for  some  years,  thence  remov- 
ing to  Avon  township,  where  he  has  since 
had  his  home.  In  1847  he  was  married, 
in  Avon  township,  to  AC iss  Ruth  J.  Titus, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  daugh- 
ter  of  Anson  and  Hannah  (Moore)  Titus, 


natives,  respectively,  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  and  early  settlers  of  Avon 
township,  where  they  died.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Mi- 
nerva, who  w'as  first  wedded  to  Lorenzo 
.Miller,  and  after  his  decease  to  Frank  Nes- 
bitt (she  had  two  children  by  her  first  hus- 
band, Vernon  and  Carrie,  and  one  by  her 
second  husband,  Little  Elbert,  named  for 
his  grandfather;  she  died  in  1892);  Jane, 
wife  of  William  J.  Curtis,  living  in  Avon 
township;  Sumner,  wffio  was  drowned  when 
live  years  old;  and  Edward,  residing  on 
the  home  farm,  who  is  married  and  has 
two  children — Lou  and  Melinda.  The  wife 
of  E.  A.  Cuyler  died  in  1879.  In  his 
political  connections  our  subject  is  an 
active  Republican  (casting  his  first  vote  for 
James  G.  Birney),  and  has  served  three 
terms  as  trustee  of  Avon  township.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  a member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  socially  he  belongs  to 
King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  5G.  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  Elyria,  and  to  Marshall  Chapter  No. 
47.  Mr.  Cuyler  owns  a fertile  farm  of 
sixty-two  and  a half  acres  in  Avon  town- 
ship, and  twenty  acres  of  another  farm;  he 
has  twenty-one  acres  devoted  exclusively 
to  grape-culture. 


W.  PITTS.  This  gentleman  was 
born  February  18,  1833,  in  Spring- 
field  township,  Richland  Co.,  Ohio, 
a son  of  William  and  Mary  (Buck- 
ingham) Pitts. 

William  Pitts,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  England,  and  when  a 
young  man  emigrated  to  America,  where 
he  married  and  reared  a family  of  children, 
among  whom  was  one  son,  William.  The 
latter  was  born  April  15,  1803,  in  West- 


moreland  county,  Penn.,  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  had  but  meaa-er  educational  ad- 
vantages.  When  a youth  of  fifteen  he 
came  west  to  Ohio,  and  here  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  principally  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  May  6,  1832, 
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lie  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  with  Miss  Mary  .Buckingham,  who 
was  born  April  5,  1817,  in  Harrison 
county,  same  State,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Buckingham  (who  was  born  March  28, 
1781),  and  his  wife  Margaret  (Randall) 
(who  was  born  September  27,  1781,  in 
Baltimore  county,  Md.). 

Gov.  Buckingham,  of  one  of  the  New 
England  States,  was  a full  cousin  to  Mrs. 

o 

William  P itts,  and  consequently  second 
cousin  to  E.  W.  P itts,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch.  The  governor’s  father  was 
a Methodist  minister.  On  his  mother’s 
side  E.  W.  Pitts  has  six  full  cousins  who 
are  physicians,  and  two  who  are  lawyers, 
one  of  whom,  by  name  William  Cantwell, 
born  near  Mansfield,  Ohio,  died  a few  years 
an-o  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  On  our  sub- 
ject’s  father’s  side  there  were  also  many 
relatives  of  prominence,  noted  men  in  Eng- 
land, holding  high  positions  there,  some  as 
“merchant  princes.” 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Pitts  were 
horn  two  children:  Ezekiel  W.,  subject 

of  this  memoir,  and  Otis  W.,  a liveryman 
of  Belleville,  Ohio.  Mr.  Pitts  was  obliged 
to  begin  life  for  himself  with  practically 
nothing,  and  was  at  first  employed  in 
chopping  wood,  being  paid  for  his  work  in 
money,  which  was  then  very  scarce  in  the 
backwoods  regions.  However,  he  became 
a successful  farmer,  and  accumulated  a 
comfortable  property.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat  until  Abraham  Lincoln’s  time, 
after  which  he  remained  a member  of  the 
Republican  party;  in  religions  faith  he  was 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  his 
wife  of  the  Methodist  denomination.  He 
passed  from  earth  November  24, 1884,  and 
was  followed  to  the  grave  by  his  widow 
September  18,  1887,  and  they  now  rest  side 
by  side  in  Shelby  cemetery,  Richland 
county,  Ohio. 

Ezekiel  W.  Pitts  was  reared  to  the  duties 
of  agricultural  life,  and  when  but  five  years 
of  age  attended  school  in  his  native  county, 
at  which  time  the  now  thriving  city  of 
Shelby  could  boast  of  but  one  store.  When 


he  was  six  years  of  age  his  parents  moved 
to  Springfield  township  (Richland  county), 
where  he  went  to  school  with  his  mother, 
who,  having  had  no  literary  advantages  in 
her  early  life,  availed  herself  of  the  pres- 
ent opportunity.  Our  subject  attended 
school  regularly  till  seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  in  1852  came  to  the  college  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  where  he  studied  nine  months,  fit- 
ting himself  for  the  profession  of  a teacher. 
To  pay  for  his  tuition  at  Oberlin  he  worked 
on  the  P.  F.  W.  A C.  R.  R.,  for  ninety 
cents  a day,  and  lathed  at  Oberlin  for  ten 
cents  an  hour.  He  began  teaching  in  New 
Haven  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  in  the 
Miller  District,  when  it  contained  seventy- 
five  pupils,  who  met  in  an  old  log  school  - 
house.  The  school  had  been  without  a 
teacher  for  some  time,  and  Mr.  Pitts  was 
obliged  often  to  enforce  obedience,  but  he 
nevertheless  was  very  successful.  While 
attending  school  at  Oberlin  Mr.  Pitts  met 
Miss  Roseltha  A.  Rowell,  who  was  born 
July  10,  1837,  on  the  farm  her  husband 
now  owns,  daughter  of  Levi  L.  and  Laura 
M.  (Mateham)  Rowell,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried September  26,  1855.  in  the  house 
where  he  still  resides.  Levi  L.  Rowell  was 
born  in  Granville,  Hampden  Co.,  Mass.,  a 
son  of  Sullivan  and  Elizabeth  (Wool worth) 
Rowell,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  Ohio.  He  migrated  hither  from 
Connecticut  in  1832,  settling  in  Pittsfield 
township,  Lorain  county,  when  that  section 
was  in  truth  a “howling  wilderness,” 
aboundino-  with  wild  animals. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pitts  lo- 
cated  in  Springfield  township,  Richland 
Co.,  Ohio,  on  a farm  of  forty  acres,  costing 
nine  hundred  dollars,  which  amount  he 
borrowed  from  his  neighbors.  The  house 
was  a rude  frame  structure,  16  x 24  feet, 
and  containing  but  two  rooms,  and  here 
they  resided  for  ten  years,  when  they 
moved  to  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  hfid  purchased  some  land. 
In  1867  they  came  to  their  present  farm, 
which  at  one  time  comprised  300  acres; 
but  it  has  been  gradually  divided  among 
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the  children,  until  now  he  has  but  132 
acres,  which  he  calls  his  own.  Mr.  Pitts 
has  met  with  well-merited  success  in  his 
chosen  vocation,  and  he  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  in  the  county.  His  advice  on 
various  matters  is  often  sought  for  by  his 
neighbors,  who  appreciate  his  good  com- 
mon-sense and  sound  judgment,  and  respect 
and  admire  him  for  his  many  sterling 
qualities.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pitts  have 
come  children,  a brief  record  of  whom  is 
as  follows:  Effie  W.,  who  was  born  in 

Richland  county,  Ohio,  is  the. wife  of  Dr. 
E.  V.  B.  Buckingham,  of  Chicago  Junc- 
tion, Ohio;  Levi  M.,  who  was  also  born  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  was  drowned  June 
23,  1882,  when  aged  twenty-three,  being 
seized  with  cramps  while  bathing;  Alton 
J.  is  a farmer  of  Pittsfield  township;  Willis  { 
\\r.  is  also  a farmer  of  Pittsfield  township; 
Roseltha  M.  has  been  a student  at  Oberlin 
College;  Grant  W.  is  fanning  in  Pittsfield 
township.  In  politics  Mr.  Pitts  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served 
as  township  trustee,  in  which  position  he 
gave  universal  satisfaction ; he  is  the  pres- 
ent school  director  in  his  district.  Airs. 
Pitts  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


.ETER  McRO BERTS,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Pittsfield  township,  was 
born  February  10,  1804,  in  Spring- 
field,  Vt.,  son  of  John  McRoberts, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1759, 
and  came  to  America  in  1775.  He  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  Continental  army  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge.  He  died 
in  1813.  and  sleeps  in  an  honored  grave  in 
the  South  cemetery  of  Whiting,  ATt.  His 
wife,  Lucy  Bradford,  was  born,  in  1701, 
in  Massachusetts,  a descendant  of  the 
Bradfords  of  Puritan  fame;  she  died  in 
1845,  and  was  buried  in  Centre  cemetery 
of  Pittsfield. 

Peter’s  youth  and  early  manhood  were 
spent  in  farming,  lumbering,  and  driving 


a mail  coach  from  Castleton  to  Middle- 
bury,  Vt.  His  education  was  that  of  the 
common  school,  which  at  that  time  to 
those  in  his  station  was  limited  to  a short 
term  in  winter.  His  text  books  were  a 
Spelling  Book,  Testament,  American  Pre- 
ceptor, for  a reader,  while  Adams’  Arith- 
metic (in  which  he  excelled)  completed 
the  outfit. 

Peter  McRoberts  was  married  Decem- 
ber 13,  1828,  in  Sudbury,  Vt.,  to  Eliza 
Waite,  who  was  born  in  Shoreham,  Vt., 
August  23,  1803,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Waite,  who  died,  in  1805,  in  Shoreham, 
Vt.  Her  mother,  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Waite, 
was  born  in  1765  in  A[assac.husetts,  came 
to  Ohio,  and  died  in  Pittsfield  in  1835; 
she  was  buried  on  the  Josiah  Barnard 
farm,  there  being  no  public  burying  place 
in  the  township  at  that  time;  some  years 
later  her  remains  were  removed  to  the 
Centre  cemetery  of  Pittsfield  township, 
and  laid  by  the  side  of  Nahum  Clark,  a 
son  by  her  first  husband.  On  October  31, 
1831,  Peter,  with  his  wife,  two  babies  and 
sister  Cvnthia,  in  a covered  wagon  drawn 
by  two  horses,  started  from  Sudbury,  Vt., 
for  Ohio,  a journey  of  seven  hundred 
miles,  and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  they 
found  themselves  in  Madison  township, 
Richland  county,  where  Mrs.  McRoberts 
had  two  sisters  living — Mrs.  William 
Stewart  and  Mrs.  Horatio  Harmon.  On 
January  14,  1832,  he  contracted  with 
George  Mann,  of  Sullivan  township,  for 
the  purchase  of  the  whole  of  Lot  4 and  the 
north  half  of  Lot  17,  in  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, at  two  dollars  and  a half  per  acre, 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  in  hand 
paid,  the  balance  in  three  annual  payments 
in  neat  stock  or  wheat;  and  in  March, 
same  year,  the  family  moved  hither,  liv- 
ing with  a neighbor  by  the  name  of  Beam 
until  a lo<r  house  could  be  built.  Thev 
moved  in  as  soon  as  the  roof  was  on , the 
earth  serving  for  a floor,  and  a blanket  for 
a door.  They  were  the  twelfth  family 
in  Pittsfield  township.  Mr.  McRoberts 
cleared  a part  of  this  farm,  and  in  1834 
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sold  it  to  Josiah  Barnard.  He  then  pur- 
chased Lot  Ho.  IS,  cleared  a large  part  of 
it,  and  built  a frame  house  and  barn.  But 
his  ambition  exceeded  his  endurance,  and 
his  health  failing  he  gave  up  farming  for 
merchandising,  moving  to  Wellington  vil- 
lage in  1837.  For  a time  he  did  business 
where  Benedict’s  hardware  store  now 
stands,  in  a building  owned  by  John  S. 
Heed,  later  moving  his  establishment  to 
where  the  postoflice  now  is,  in  a building 
formerly  occupied  by  R.  II.  Foot.  He 
built  and  operated  an  ashery  for  manu- 
facturing pearlash  (crude  soda,  a product 
of  wood  ashes),  and  continued  in  business 
till  1843,  when  he  sold  out  to  Mathew 
Allen,  and  came  back  to  his  farm  in  Pitts- 
held  township,  on  which  he  made  many 
iin  provements. 

Politically  Mr.  McRoberts  was  a Whig, 
and  he  took  great  interest  in  public  affairs, 
helping  to  organize  the  County  Agricul- 
tural Society;  he  also  took  an  active  part  in 
building  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
though  not  a member  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Society.  lie  held  the 
offices  of  real-estate  assessor,  j ustice  of  the 
peace,  and  township  trustee;  having  some 
knowledge  of  law  he  could  tell  what  he 
kuew,  and  advocated  many  cases  before 
justices  of  the  peace,  being  generally  suc- 
cessful. He  died  in  1847,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Centre  cemetery  of  Pittsfield  town- 
ship; his  wife,  now  in  her  ninety- first 
year,  has  lived  continuously  in  the  same 
house  for  more  than  half  a century,  the 
sole  survivor  of  all  the  residents  of  Pitts- 
field township  that  had  attained  their  ma- 
jority when  she  came  here  sixty-two  years 
ago.  As  wife,  mother  and  neighbor  she 
has  nobly  sustained  her  part  in  the  trials 
and  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  the  rear- 
ing of  a large  family;  and  now,  with  her 
mother  love  undimmed  (children  and 
grandchildren  supplying  her  wants!,  with 
a faith  that  never  faltered,  her  life  shadow 
lengthening  near  the  night, "she  awaits  the 
coming  dawn  of  a life  eternal  in  Heaven. 
Her  children,  seven  in  number,  were  all 


sons,  to  wit:  Henry,  born  October  31, 
1829,  in  Ilubbardtou,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt., 
lives  on  the  home  farm,  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  Albert,  born  August  9,  1831,  in 
Sudbury,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt.,  is  a farmer  of 
Pittsfield  township  (he  draws  a pension 
for  disability  incurred  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  while  acting  as  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Forty-first  Regiment  O.  V. 
L);  Pitt,  born  December  22,  1834,  in 
Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  is  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  that  township,  living 
within  fifty  rods  of  where  he  was  born; 
Charles,  born  December  25,  1838,  in 
Wellington,  Lorain  county,  who  served 
two  years  in  Battery  E,  First  Regiment 
Ohio  Artillery,  was  killed  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  in  1872,  while  a freight  conductor 
on  the  L.  S.  & M.  S.  R.  R.  (lie  was 
buried  in  the  Centre  cemetery  of  Pitts- 
field); Volney,  born  May  12.  1841,  in 
Wellington,  Ohio,  a sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows;  Erwin,  born  February  14,  1844,  in 
Pittsfield,  enlisted  in  the  Eighty- seventh 
Regiment  O.  V.  L,  for  three  months,  was 
captured  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  was  paroled 
and  came  home,  being  discharged  at  Dela- 
ware. Ohio  (he  re-enlisted  in  Company  D, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-eighth  Regi- 
ment O.  V.  1.,  and  served  to  the  end  of 
the  war;  he  was  killed  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  in 

1870,  while  a freight  conductor  on  the  L. 

© 

S.  & M.  S.  R.  R.,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Centre  cemetery,  Pittsfield,  by  Oberlin 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  a 
member);  and  Arthur,  born  September 
29,  1846,  in  Pittsfield  township,  where  he 
now  resides,  and  carries  on  farming  (so- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Oberlin  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.). 


( Yf  EFTRY  McROBERTS,  a well-known 

r|!  resident  of  Pittsfield  township,  was 
||  born  October  31,  1829,  in  Vermont, 
f'  and  came  to  Pittsfield  township 
with  his  parents  in  1832.  His  edu- 
cation was  that  of  the  common  schools, 
and  he  lived  with  his  parents  and  an  uncle 
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by  the  name  of  Hall  till  his  eighteenth 
year.  He  then  went  to  Elyria,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Baldwin,  Starr  A Co.,  dealers  in 
general  merchandise,  as  a salesman,  re- 
maining there  two  years,  and  thencegoing 
to  Chicago,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
William  Blair  A Co.,  hardware  merchants, 
at  Ko.  176  Lake  St.,  as  salesman,  for  three 
years.  During  that  time  he  cast  his  first 
vote  at  a municipal  election.  He  saw  the 
first  train  of  cars  go  out  of  the  city.  In 
1852  he  came  back  to  Pittsfield.  and  has  . 
lived  on  the  same  farm  forty-one  years,  as 
a farmer,  dealer  in  fine-wool  sheep,  and 
patent  rights;  he  also  operates  a stone 
quarry,  and  is  a contractor  for  stone  work. 
In  politics  a Republican,,  he  has  held  the 
offices  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Township  Trustee  and  Assessor,  and 
is  serving  his  fourth  term  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
he  was  one  of  the  “Squirrel  Hunters.” 

On  April  19,  1860.  Mr.  McRoberts  was 
married  to  Harriet  Pomeroy,  who  was 
born  November  2,  1831,  in  Newfane, 
Windham  Co.,  Vt.,  daughter  of  John  M. 
and  Clarissa  (Gale)  Pomeroy;  the  parents 
came  to  Ohio  in  1839,  and  first  located  in  ■ 
Sullivan  township  (then  in  Lorain  county),  j 
whence  they  finally  moved  to  Pittsfield 
township,  where  they  settled.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McRoberts  have  come  the  following; 

( j 

named  children:  Euella  P.,  Philip  L., 
William  S.,  Metta  G.,  Erwin  R.,  Ola  E. 
and  II.  Plain,  all  born  in  the  same  house 
in  Pittsfield  township,  and  all  living.  Mr. 
McRoberts  is  a member  of  the  E.  & A.  M., 
and  is  well-known  in  the  community  where 
he  resides. 


OLNEY  McROBERTS,  an  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Pittsfield  township, 
was  born  May  12,  1811,  in  Welling- 


ton, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  fifth  in  a 
family  of  seven  sons  born  to  Peter  and  j 
Eliza  (Waite)  McRoberts.  In  1813  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  the  farm  in  Pitts-  | 


field  township,  where  he  first  attended 
school,  his  first  teacher  being  one  William 
Horton. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  our  sub- 
ject went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  Orlando 
Hall.  He  received  his  primary  education 
at  the  common  schools,  and  later  took  a 
two  years’  course  at  Oberlin  College.  Re- 
turning to  the  home  of  his  uncle  he  re- 
mained there  until  July,  1862,  when  he 
enlisted,  at  Cleveland,  in  the  First  Ohio 
Battery,  which  was  sent  to  Kentucky  and 
stationed  on  the  Green  river,  along  the  L. 
& N.  Railroad,  whence  they  were  driven 
back  by  Bragg.  Mr.  McRoberts,  along 
with  a number  of  others,  beincr  taken  sick 
near  Louisville,  lie  was  discharcred  in  the 
fall  of  1862,  and  returned  to  Pittsfield, 
Ohio. 

On  August  18,  1863,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Celia  Pomeroy,  a native  of  Pitts- 
field township,  daughter  of  John  Pomeroy, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  Walter  V.,  foreman  in  a stone 
sawmill  at  Bedford,  Lawrence  Co.,  fnd.; 
Cora  E.,  Mrs.  Charles  Reynolds,  of  Shef- 
field, Ohio;  Lena  M.,  wife  of  C.  C.  Carter, 
a farmer  of  Pittsfield  township;  and  Pitt 
E , attending  the  business  college  at  Ober- 
lin. On  February  15,  1875,  the  mother 
of  these  children  passed  from  earth,  and 
was  buried  in  Pittsfield  cemetery.  On 
April  3,  1877,  he  married,  for  his  second 
wife.  Amelia  Johnson,  of  Penfield,  Ohio, 
who  was  born  September  29,  1850,  in 
Wellington  township,  daughter  of  Collins 
and  Eliza  (Gaylord)  Johnson,  who  came 
here  in  an  early  day  from  Jefferson  county, 
IN.  Y.  To  this  marriage  have  come  two 
children,  Celia  F.  and  Helen  I.,  both  liv- 
ing at  home.  After  marriage  Mr.  McRob- 
erts settled  on  Lot  21,  in  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  resided,  principally 
engaged  in  agriculture,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  no  small  degree  of  success.  His  farm 
is  an  excellent  one,  and  now  comprises 
137  acres  of  fine  land.  This  tract  contains 
a stone  quarry,  which  he  operated  for 
seventeen  years,  and  he  has  done  con- 
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siderable  work  for  the  county,  giving 
his  chief  attention  to  bridge-building, 
stonework,  etc.,  all  of  which  he  has 
executed  in  a most  creditable  manner.  Poli- 
tically he  is  a leading  member  of  the  Re- 
publican  party,  and  has  served  his  township 
in  various  official  capacities;  he  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  Oberlin  Lodge  No.  380, 
F.  & A.  M. 


UfENRY  H.  WEEKS,  a prominent 
resident  of  Camden  township,  is  a 
native  of  New  York  City,  born 
■Jj  March  10,  1831,  a son  of  Thomas 
T.  and  Mary  (Hoag)  Weeks,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Yorktown, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1798,  a son  of 
Benjamin  K.  Weeks,  who  was  horn  in 
1773,  a son  of  James  Weeks. 

Thomas  T.  Weeks  received  a fair  educa- 


tion at  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
beincr  naturally  bright  was  a clever  student 
and  an  apt  scholar.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1825,  when  he  moved  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  there  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  draying  (at  that  time  a lucrative 
occupation)  for  a large  wholesale  tirm, 
until  1837,  in  which  year  lie  removed  with 
his  family  to  Ohio  by  river,  canal  and 
lake  via  Buffalo,  the  voyage  from  the 
latter  place  being  made  on  the  "Daniel 
Webster,”  the  first  boat  to  pass  through 
the  ice  that  spring — then  the  middle  of 
May.  Prior  to  this  he  had  visited  Ohio 
(in  1333  and  1335)  and  bought  320  acres 
of  land  in  the  extreme  southeastern  part 
of  Florence  township,  Erie  county,  a part 
of  which  was  cleared,  with  a log  house 
and  barn  and  a small  orchard  thereon.  He 
lived  here  thirty-four  years.  In  1871  he 
sold  this  farm  and  bouodit  another  two 

O 

miles  farther  west,  on  which  he  lived  in 
the  family  of  his  son,  Henry,  eleven  years. 

Thomas  T.  Weeks  was  twice  married: 
■first  to  Miss  Mary  Hoag,  who  was  born  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1796,  daughter 


; of  Abraham  and  Sarah  (Matthews)  Hoag, 

| and  the  children  by  this  marriage  were: 
Sarah,  now  widow  of  James  Daley,  of 
Wakeman,  Ohio;  Lydia  M.,  wife  of  Edgar 
Wright,  a wholesale  grocer  of  New  York 
City;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1878,  and 
Henry  II.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
New  York  in  1833,  and  in  1836  Mr. 
Weeks  manned  Mis.  Freelove  Fowler,  nee 
Thorn,  widow  of  Henry  Fowler.  The 
children  of  this  marriacre  were:  Theodore, 
who  died  in  infancy;  John  F.,  now  living 
at  Clyde,  Ohio;  Benjamin  K.,  a farmer, 
who  died  in  Oberlin  in  1879;  James,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Martha  J.  and  Marietta, 
of  Oberlin,  Ohio;  and  Emma,  of  Spring- 
field,  Mass.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
Florence  in  1866.  Mr.  Weeks  died  March 
8,  1885,  at  the  home  of  his  daughters  in 
Oberlin,  where  he  had  been  temporarily 
sojourning.  He  was  a man  of  strong  con- 
victions, fearless  and  outspoken,  a success- 
ful farmer  and  good  business  man,  self- 
made,  and  highly  respected.  In  politics 
• lie  was  a Democrat  until  1856,  when  he 
i became  a Republican,  and  ever  after  took 
a deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  prin- 
! ciples  of  that  party. 

Henry  II.  Weeks,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  memoir,  attended  the  public  schools 
of  the  county  of  his  adoption,  and  also 
one  term  at  a select  school  at  Birming- 
ham, Erie  county.  He  remained  with  his 
father  until  his  marriage  in  1855,  teaching 

: school,  however,  during  several  winters  in 
1 • • 

i Florence,  Vermillion  and  Wakeman  towu- 
i ships.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  moved 
into  a log  house  on  a small  farm  which  he 
: owned  in  Henrietta  township,  Lorain 
county,  wherg  he  lived  until  1858,  when 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Findlay, 
j Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  a grocery  and 
] provision  business.  In  1861  he  returned 
to  Florence,  and  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Benjamin,  carried  on  the  home 
j farm  four  years.  The  next  three  years  lie 
i lived  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Return- 
, ing  from  there  in  1868  he  took  charge  of 
his  father’s  farm,  on  which  he  and  His 


' 
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family  lived  until  the  spring  of  1883, 
when  he  purchased  and  moved  onto  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Camden 
township,  Lorain  county,  about  one  mile 
west  of  lvipton. 

Mr.  Weeks  has  been  twice  married: 
first  time  November  15,  1S55,  to  Miss 
Cora  L.  Van  Camp,  of  Quincy,  Mich., 
and,  second,  October  14,  1872,  to  Mrs. 
Louise'  J.  Shaffer,  widow  of  George 
Shaffer,  a member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  First  Regiment  0.  Y.  I., 
who  died  of  smallpox  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenm,  in  1863.  She  was  born  at  Birming- 
ham, Erie  county,  March  13, 1841,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Hazard,  a native  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  By  the  first  marriage  were 
born  two  children:  Frank  E.,  now  a prac- 
ticing physician  in  C-larksfield,  Huron 
county,  and  Charles  H.,  who  was  accident- 
ally killed  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  is  a Republican,  has  held 
several  township  offices,  and  is  now  serving 
his  tenth  year  as  township  trustee. 

From  genealogical  records  in  his  posses- 
sion Mr.  Weeks  traces  his  lineage  back  to 

c 

Anneke  Jans-Bogardus,  a native  of  Hoi- 
land,  who  with  her  husband,  Roelof  Jans, 
came  to  New  Amsterdam  (now  New  York) 
in  1630,  and  who  at  her  death  left  landed 
property  there  which  has  since  become 
very  valuable,  and  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  Trinity  Church.  The  immediate  an- 
cestors of  our  subject  were  Friends,  or 
Quakers,  and  he  is  by  birthright  a member 
of  that  Society,  but  in  belief  is  bound  by 
no  religious  creed. 

O 


^ p IIOMAS  FOLGER,  a leading  grape 
! grower  in  this  section  of  Ohio,  and 
manager  of  the  grape  syndicate  that 
yp  controls  the  sale  of  grapes  grown  in 
the  Lake  Erie  district,  is  a native 
of  Medina  county,  Ohio,  born  February  14, 
1842.  He  is  a son  of  II.  G.  and  E.  A. 
(Ingersoll)  Folger,  the  former  of  whom 


died  November  26,  1883;  the  mother  is 
yet  living,  and  is  making  her  home  with 
her  son  Thomas. 

Thomas  Folger,  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  island 
of  Nantucket,  Mass.,  where  his  ancestors 
had  settled,  one  of  whom  was  many  years 
ago  one  of  the  seven  proprietors  of  that 
island.  Grandfather  Folger  was  a whaler, 
owning  an  interest  in  several  whalino- 
ships;  and  when  the  English  Government 
passed  a law  granting  a bounty  on  whale- 
oil  products,  he  removed  to  London,  Eng- 
land, in  order  to  come  under  the  provis- 
ions of  said  law,  expecting  good  financial 
returns.  He  there  married,  and  in  the 
city  of  London  our  subject’s  father  was 
born.  After  the  rescinding,  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  of  the  whale-oil  bounty 
Act,  Thomas  Folger  returned  to  Nantucket, 
taking  his  family  with  him.  C.  J.  Folger, 
the  prominent  American  politician,  who 
was  U.  S.  Sub-Treasurer  under  Grant,  also 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Arthur, 
and  held  many  other  high  offices  of  trust 
in  the  U.  S.  Government,  is  an  uncle  of 
our  subject. 

Thomas  Folger  received  his  education 
in  part  at  the  public  schools,  and  in  part 
at  the  Western  Reserve  College.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  lie  enlisted, 
in  August,  1861,  in  Company  II,  Twenty- 
fifth  0.  Y.  L,  and  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  in  July,  1865.  His  regiment, 
which  was  first  assigned  to  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Gettysburg,  Chancellorsville,  Cedar  Moun- 
tain and  several  minor  engacrements.  It 
was  then  transferred  to  the  army  of  the 
Southwest,  under  Sherman,  was  in  the 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  and  after  its 
return  homeward  took  part  in  the  Grand 
Review  at  Washington.  Mr.  Folger  was 
promoted  from  the  ranks  to  lieutenant  and 
adjutant,  and  brevet  captain.  On  his  return 
to  the  pursuits  of  peace,  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  produce  and  commission 
business,  which  he  carried  on  for  some  five 
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or  six  years,  subsequently  becoming  a 
wholesale  commission  merchant.  About 
the  year  187S  he  abandoned  this  business 
for  grape  culture,  a line  of  industry  for 
which  tie  has  a special  liking,  and  to 
which  he  has  since  given  much  thought 
and  attention.  He  now  owns  and  operates 
a vineyard  covering  some  forty  acres,  and  | 
is  one  of  the  leading;  organizers  ofasyndi- 
cate  whose  object  is  the  marketing  of 
grapes  grown  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
Mr.  Folger  being  manager  of  same.  lie 
attends  to  the  details  of  shipment,  as  well 
as  the  finding  of  suitable  markets,  and,  in 
fact,  controls  the  entire  business  of  the  ! 
corporation.  He  is  also  a stockholder  and 
director  in  the  Lorain  Banking  Company. 

Mr.  Folger  was  united  in  marriage,  May 
2,  1867,  with  Miss  Della  Beswick,  and 
four  children  have  been  born  to  them:  1 
Anna  B.,  Josephine  D.,  Jennie  P.,  and  Ida  i 
A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  j 
Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been  j 
a member  of  the  city  council  of  Elyria  (of  | 
which  place  he  is  a resident).  He  is  a 
F.  ct  A.  M.,  a member  of  the  Chapter,  and  ( 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  A man  of  i 
marked  business  faculties.  Mr.  Folger  is  a 
potent  factor  in  all  movements  tending  to 
the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the 
county  of  his  adoption. 


IDNEY  SAEDUS  WARNER.  This 

gentleman,  prominent  in  the  bank- 
ing, manufacturing  and  fannincr  in- 
terests  of  Lorain  county,  comes  of 
English  ancestry,  who  left  the  Mother 
Country  many  years  ago  for  America, 
making;  a settlement  in  New  England. 

Mr.  Warner  was  born  in  Suffield,  Conn., 
April  17,  1829,  and  in  1832  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Mantua,  Portage  Co.. 
Ohio,  thence  in  1839  to  Huntington,  Lo- 

r"  ' 

rain  county.  There  he  made  his  home  un- 
til he  moved  in  1868,  to  Wellington,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  His  father,  Chaun- 
cey  "Warner,  born  in  Suffield,  Conn.,  in 


1790,  was  a man  of  culture,  high  mental 
attainments  and  irreproachable  character. 
He  married  Miss  Eliza  Kent,  who  was 
born  in  his  native  town  in  1792,  a lady  of 
pronounced  intellectual  force,  undimmed 
even  in  her  old  age,  and  a devoted  worker 
in  every  cause  tending  to  the  advancement 
and  enlightenment  of  the  human  race. 
They  both  attained  patriarchal  ages,  the 
father  dying  at  ninety- two,  the  mother  at 
ninety-seven  years.  "With  such  intellec- 
tual, hale  and  stanch  parentage,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  at  an  early  age,  ere  he 
had  quite  reached  the  close  of  the  first 
decade  of  his  life,  the  son  should  beo-in  to 
develop  that  spirit  of  determination  and 
enterprise  that  has  since  characterized  his 
many  and  various  undertakings,  and  ele- 
vated him  to  the  pinnacle  of  success. 

"When  thirty-two  years  old,  Mr.  Warner 
was  elected  to  represent  Lorain  county  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  on  the 
“Union  ticket;”  was  reelected  in  1863, 
and  has  ever  since  been  a Republican.  His 
career  as  Representative  was  marked  by 
his  accuracy  of  judgment  and  political  sa- 
gacity, and  his  fearless  discharge  of  duty 
to  his  constituency  and  the  State  at  large; 
and  as  a proof,  if  proof  were  indeed  needed, 
of  the  esteem  and  respect  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  people,  we  find  him  elected  State 
Treasurer  on  the  Republican  ticket  in 
1865,  again  in  1867,  and  vet  acrain  in 
1869,  serving  three  consecutive  terms. 
Mr.  Warner’s  administration  was  charac- 
terized by  the  highest  efficiency  and  the 
most  scrupulous  honesty.  After  serving- 
four  years  as  trustee  of  Cleveland  Hospital 
for  the  Insane,  he  was  reappointed  to  the 
same  position,  by  Gov.  Foster,  for  a term 
of  five  years,  during  which  time  he  filled 
the  office  of  president  of  the  board.  Soon 
after  his  re-appointment,  however,  he  re- 
signed, in  1880,  to  head  the  Republican 
ticket  as  elector-at-large,  but  was,  after  the 
election  of  Garfield,  again,  December  31, 
same  year,  re-appointed  to  that  trust,  to 
preside  at  the  board  from  which  he  had 
recently  resigned.  Mr.  Warner's  political 
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career  lias  been  marked,  at  every  step,  by 
persistent  energy,  strict  integrity  and  a 
high  sense  of  justice.  Tn  1874  he  was  a 
prominent  candidate  for  Governor  of  Ohio, 
and  would  probably  have  been  nominated 
had  not  the  question  of  IT.  S.  senatorship 
entered  the  convention  as  a potent  factor. 
As  a candidate  for  Congress  in  the  Four- 
teentli  Congressional  District,  he  secured, 
for  595  successive  ballots,  more  votes  than 
any  other  candidate  in  the  convention.  He 
withdrew,  however,  in  the  interest  of  har- 
mony— naming  a new  candidate  who  was 
nominated  the  first  ballot  thereafter.  Mr. 
Warner  has,  indeed,  been  highly  honored 
by  his  State;  and  it  can  be  said,  without 
suspicion  of  flattery,  that  he  has  well 
merited  every  honor  he  has  received. 

Mr.  W aimer's  business  enterprises,  while 
numerous  and  varied,  have  been  successful 
and  prosperous.  He  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Wellino-ton,  in  1864, 
and  has  been  its  president  since,  a period 
of  about  thirty  years.  Since  1869  he  has 
been  a member  of  one  of  the  laro-est  cheese 
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firms  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  widely  known 
all  over  the  country  under  the  name  of 
Ilorr,  Warner  A Co.  During  its  exist- 
ence, he  was  president  of  the  Citizens 
Mutual  Belief  Association.  In  1881  he 
was  chosen  president  of  the  Clarksfield 
Stone  Company;  in  1883  he  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Cleveland  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  has  been  the  only  president. 
He  is  a member  of  the  agricultural  firm  of 
Wean,  Horr,  Warner  A Co.,  and  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  breeding  of  iine 
blooded  horses. 

In  1851  Mr.  Warner  married  Miss 
Margaret  Anna  Bradner,  of  Huntington, 
Lorain  county,  a woman  of  the  same 
sturdy  New  England  stock,  whose  ability 
and  good  judgment  have  supplemented 
the  endeavors  of  her  husband,  and  whose 
accomplishments  have  kept  pace  with  his 
career.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union,  as  follows:  Orrie  Louisa, 

Sidney  Kent,  Albert  Rollin  and  George 
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Bradner,  the  youngest  two  being  gradu- 
ates of  Cornell  University,  the  daughter 
of  Oberlin  College. 

Surrounded  by  his  interesting,  intelli- 
gent family,  Mr.  Warner  is  a thoughtful, 
devoted  husband,  and  a kind,  indulgent 
father.  Among  men  he  is  genial  and 
companionable;  manly  and  fearlessly  in- 
dependent in  character  and  thought;  con- 
sistent and  temperate  in  all  respects.  H is 
social  standing  is  high,  his  integrity  in- 
corruptible. A true  and  loyal  friend,  a 
man  of  taste  and  culture — with  broad  and 
liberal  views — Mr.  Warner  is  a man,  all 
in  all,  of  large  body,  soul  and  mind. 


S'AMUEL  S.  BOCKWOOD,  assist- 
p ant  cashier  of  The  Savings  Deposit 
J Bank  Co.,  Elyria,  is  a native  of  that 
town,  born  October  6,  1861.  Ilis 
education  was  received  in  the  public  schools 
of  Elyria,  and  he  graduated  from  the  High 
School  in  the  class  of  1880.  In  1882  he 
entered  into  the  employ  of  the  Savings 
Deposit  Bank  as  assistant  bookkeeper, 

! from  which  position  he  has  been  promoted 
step  by  step  to  the  assistant  cashiership,  to 
which  incumbency  he  was  appointed  in 
1892,  and  is  at  present  filling  with  char- 
acteristic ability  and  fidelity.  In  1886  Mr. 
Bockwood  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  L. 
Garford,  and  one  child,  named  Gertrude 
L.,  has  come  to  brighten  their  home. 

Our  subject  in  his  political  sympathies 
is  a Republican;  socially  he  is  a member 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  National 
Union,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  Augustus  F.  and  Diantha  (Spencer) 
Bockwood,  were  children  of  pioneers  of 
the  county,  born,  reared  and  educated 
there.  The  father,  who  was  by  trade  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  died  in  1874  from 
diseases  contracted  during  a three  years’ 
service  for  the  Union  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
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children:  Samuel  S.,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch;  Angeline  S.,  wife  of  J.  A.  Reublin, 
and  Mary  D.,  wife  of  W.  G.  Watts,  Well- 
ington, Ohio. 

Henry  S.  Rock  wood,  the  paternal  grand- 
-fatlier  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  county,  having  spent  most  of 
the  years  of  a longlife  within  its  bounds. 
He  was  for  some  time  county  recorder,  and 
is  still  living  hale  and  hearty,  having 
passed  his  eighty-second  birthday.  lie 
came  of  long-lived  stock,  his  own  father 
having  lived  and  died  in  the  county  at  the 
advanced  age  of  one  hundred  years.  Eliel 
C.  Spencer,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  came  to  Lorain 
county  when  a mere  boy.  He  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer 
life,  and  died  at  the  ao-eof  eio-hty-two.  lie 
was  an  indefatigable  worker,  and  of  him  it 
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is  said:  “He  hewed  more  miles  of  public 
highway  through  the  virgin  forest  in  the 
towns  of  Pittsfield  and  LaGrangethan  any 
other  man  in  those  parts.” 


FJ  A.  A VERY,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  North  Amherst  Argus , is  a 
native  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born 
January  6,  1S72,  in  Henrietta  town- 
ship. He  is  a son  of  A.  P.  and  Lucinda 
(Wheeler)  Avery,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born,  in  1832,  in  Massachusetts,  came  west 
and  located  in  Wellington,  Ohio,  where  lie 
married  Miss  Lucinda  Wheeler,  of  La- 
Grange  township,  Lorain  county. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  left  his  home 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  from  that 
time  made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He 
received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools,  also  at  the  Wellington  high  school, 
and  took  a miscellaneous  literary  course  at 
the  Normal  College  of  Valparaiso,  Ind. 
In  Antwerp,  Ohio,  he  learned  the  printing 
trade,  and  after  serving  his  apprenticeship 
came  to  North  Amherst,  where  for  a year 
and  a half  lie  was  manager  and  local  editor 
of  the  Reporter.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he 


severed  his  connection  with  that  paper  and 
worked  as  a “jour”  compositor  on  various 
leading  newspapers  in  the  East  and  West 
until  October,  1892,  at  which  time  he 
established  the  Argus,  a clean,  bright, 
newsy  journal  which  is  bound  to  make  its 
mark  under  the  facile  pen  of  its  experi- 
enced though  yet  youthful  editor.  It  is  a 
paper  free  and  untrammeled,  being  open  to 
all  parties,  influenced  by  none,  and  neutral 
in  politics. 


0,  K.  STARR,  farmer  and  extensive 
i landowner,  and  oldest  resident  of 
' Penfield  township,  is  a son  of  Will- 
iam Starr,  who  was  born  October  3, 
17 — , near  Danbury,  Conn.,  son  of  Eleazer 
and  Rebecca  (Clapp)  Starr. 

William  Starr  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  when  a young  man  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Harpersfield,  Delaware  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
1816,  with  Miss  Ada  Beardsley.  She  was 
born  April  IS,  1795,  near  Danbury,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Gaylord  and  Charlotte  (Bass) 
Beardsley,  who  also  moved  from  Connecti- 
cut to  Delaware  county.  N.  Y.  Here 
William  and  Ada  Starr  had  children  as 
follows:  A son  that  died  in,  infancy  un- 

named; Axey  E.,  born  September  20,  1818, 
who  married  Abel  Dougherty,  and  died 
in  Penfield,  Ohio;  Polly  Ann,  born  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1820,  now  the  widow  of  Jacob 
Smith,  residing  with  her  children  in  Erie 
county,  Penn.;  Clarinda  E.,  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1822,  who  married  for  her  first 
husband  Dr.  William  Jeffries,  and  for  her 
second  Charles  Shepard  (she  died  October 
5,  1885,  at  Adrian,  Mich.);  Orline  R., 
born  January  20,  1826,  now  the  widow  of 
J.  IV.  Hamilton,  who  died  October  11, 
1877  (she  lives  in  Wellington,  Ohio); 
Jane  M.,  born  April  1,  1827,  of  Welling- 
ton, Ohio;  Ada  L.,  who  died  when  three 
months  old;  and  George  W.,  born  March 
20,  1831,  who  died  June  8,  1878,  at  Pen- 
field,  Ohio.  After  coming  to  Ohio  they 
had  two  more  children — Orrin  K.,  sub- 
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ject  of  this  sketch,  and  Gideon  R.,  a 
farmer  and  retired  merchant  of  Warren 
township,  Warren  Co.,  Penn.  In  1831 
the  family  came  by  canal  and  lake  to  Ohio, 
the  hired  man  driving  the  team  to  Buffalo, 
X.  Yd,  from  which  place  they  came  on  the 
boat  “William  Penn”  to  Cleveland,  the 
trip  occupying  three  days  and  two  nights,  j 
During  this  journey  a terrible  storm  arose  j 
on  the  lake,  the  ship  being  twice  driven  to  | 
the  Canadian  shore.  From  Cleveland  they 
drove  with  a team  to  Medina,  where 
Mathew  L.  Hamilton,  a brother-in-law  of 
Mr.  Starr,  resided,  and  here  remained  two 
weeks,  when  they  removed  to  Penfield  i 
township,  Lorain  county;  at  this  time  ! 
there  was  no  bridge  there  across  the  Black 
river,  and  Mrs.  Starr  crossed  it  on  a foot- 
log,  carrying  her  infant  son  George.  They 
located  on  land  a short  distance  west  of 
the  center  of  the  township,  which  Mr.  | 
Starr  purchased  from  Arazi  Penfield.  and 
made  a permanent  home  on  this  farm, 
which  still  remains  in  the  possession  of  \ 
the  family,  being  now  owned  by  the  sub-  i 
ject  of  this  sketch.  When  William  Starr 
came  to  Ohio  his  means  were  somewhat 
limited,  and  he  was  obliged  to  go  into 
debt  for  his  farm,  only  a few  acres  of  which 
were  then  cleared,  and  which  contained  a 
log  house,  hut  no  barn.  Wild  animals 
abounded.  Improvements  were  begun  at 
once,  and  here  he  continued  to  follow  ! 
farmincr  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  amassed  a 
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comfortable  competence.  Politically  he 

was  a Democrat  until  the  time  of  William 
II.  Harrison,  when  he  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party,  with  which  he  affiliated  the 
rest  of  his  days.  He  died  in  April,  1864, 
preceded  by  his  wife  May  28,  1856,  and 
both  are  buried  in  Penfield  cemetery.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Penfield. 

O.  K.  Starr  was  born  December  3,  1S33, 
in  Penfield  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  on 
the  farm  he  now  owns.  He  was  reared  to 
agricultural  life,  and  obtained  his  educa- 
tion  in  the  common  schools  of  the  day,  re- 
ceivincr  his  first  literarv  instruction  under 
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Jiles  Palmer.  After  his  seventeenth  year 
he  worked  away  from  home,  receiving 
eight  dollars  per  month;  later  was  em- 
ployed three  years  by  Hiram  Smith;  in 
IS55  went  to  Adair  county,  Iowa,  and 
while  there  took  up  land  which  has  since 
remained  in  the  family.  In  1857  he  was 
married,  in  Penfield,  to  Miss  Matilda 
Wager,  who  died  a few  years  later,  leaving 
one  child,  Ida,  now  Mrs.  Edwin  Norton, 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  For  his  second 
wife  our  subject  was  married,  February  28, 
1863,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Blanchard,  who  was 
born  in  1840  in  Palenville,  Greene  Co., 
N.  A . (among  the  Catskills),  daughter  of 
J.  II.  and  Jane  Parmelia  (Myers)  Blanch- 
ard. who  came  to  Penfield  township  in 
1850  from  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  whither 
they  had  migrated  from  New  York.  In 
company  with  his  brother  George  Mr, 
Starr  bought  out  the  other  heirs  of  the  old 
home  farm,  and  here  he  made  his  home 
until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm.  To  his  second  marriage  have 
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been  born  two  children,  namely:  Justice 

M.  (a  merchant  of  Penfield)  and  Alena  R. 
(wife  of  Fred  Andrews,  a farmer  of  Pen- 
field).  Mr.  Starr  has  dealt  in  stock,  and 
has  bought  and  sold  wool,  meeting  in  all 
his  enterprises  with  no  small  degree  of 
success.  He  now  owns  213  acres  of  excel- 
lent land.  In  his  political  predilections  he 
is  a stanch  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  as  township  treasurer 
for  some  years.  Airs.  Starr  is  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


JfOIIN  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (de- 
j ceased),  for  many  years  a prosperous 
I farmer  and  dairvman  in  Huntington 
township,  was  born  in  Montgomery, 
Mass.,  April  7,  1817. 

Isaac  Chapman,  paternal  grandfather  of 
John  Austin  Chapman,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  in  the  town  of  Groton, 
December  18,  1740.  His  wife,  Mary,  was 
born  July  13,  1742,  in  Plymouth,  Mass., 
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and  died  May  25,  1800,  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  ali  born  in  Groton,  as  follows: 
Content,  Susanna,  Isaac,  Mary,  Abner,  i 
Elisha,  Nathan,  Bradford  and  Sarah.  John 
i'jsher,  maternal  grandfather  of  JohnAus- 
tin  Chapman,  was  born  May  22,  1751,  and 
his  wife,  Muriel,  on  November  15,  1741. 
Of  their  children,  William,  Olive  (John 
A.  Chapman's  mother),  George,  Hulda  and 
Henry  all  lived  in  Yermont. 

Abner  Chapman,  father  of  subject,  was 
a native  of  Connecticut,  born  June  20, 
1772.  lie  worked  on  the  farm  of  John 
Fisher,  in  Vermont,  whose  daughter,  Olive, 
he  married  January  19,  1796,  at  Ver- 
gennes,  same  State;  she  was  born  Novem- 
ber 20,  1778.  All  their  children,  thirteen 
in  number,  were  born  in  Massachusetts, 
and  the  following  is  a brief  record  of  the 
majority  of  them:  Luther,  born  in  1798, 

died  at  the  ao-e  of  eightv-six  in  Geaima 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  had  settled;  Calvin, 
born  November  24,  1800,  was  married,  and 
died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  June  1,  1857; 
Achsali  (l)died  in  infancy;  following  these 
come  Olive,  Achsali  (2),  Laura,  Abner, 
William,  Eunice,  Hulda  A.,  John  Austin 
(subject  of  sketch)  and  Emeline  (wife  of 
Edward  West),  of  Wellington,  Ohio,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity  excepting  two.  In 
1833  the  family  came  from  Montgomery, 
Mass.,  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in 
Huntington  township.  Luther,  the  eldest, 
came  west  before  his  parents  and  the  rest 
of  the  family,  walking  the  entire  distance 
to  Geauga  count v,  Ohio,  where  he  settled, 
as  already  related.  The  father  died  Jan- 
uary 29,  1851,  the  mother  on  February  25, 
1854. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married 
November  6,  1844,  in  Huntington  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  to  Miss  Isabel  Lind- 
sey, born  December  15,  1824,  in  Chester, 

Mass.,  a daughter  of  John  and  Susan 

(King)  Lindsey,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  m Massachusetts  (it  is  believed)  No- 
vember 15,  1803.  In  1836  Mr.  Lindsey 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settlino- 

J 1 7 .CD 

on  a farm  in  Huntington  township.  He 


served  as  deputy  under  Sheriff  Gates,  of 
Lorain  county,  and  was  one  of  the  posse  of 
detectives  who  hunted  down  the  counter- 
feiters several  years  ago,  bringing  back  in 
custody  several  of  them  from  beyond  the 
Mississippi  river.  Hi s wife  was  born  July 
7.  1801,  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and 
died  June  2,  1845,  after  which  Mr.  Lind- 
sey removed  east,  but  after  a time  again 
came  west,  for  a couple  of  years  sojourn- 
ing in  Illinois,  where  he  had  business,  and 
where  he  died  in  September,  1852.  In  his 
[ political  predilections  he  was  a strong 
j Douglas  Democrat.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

I Lindsey  there  were  born  six  children,  viz.  : 
Isabel,  born  December  12,  1824,  widow  of 
John  A.  Chapman;  William  X.,  born  May 
18,  .1826,  died  young;  Esther,  born  May 
25,  1828;  John  G.,  born  April  18,  1831, 
living  in  Allegan,  Mich.;  Margaret,  born 
June  6,  1835;  and  William  II.,  born  Sep- 
tember 28,  1839,  living  in  Michigan,  all 
born  in  Massachusetts  except  the  youngest, 
who  is  an  Ohioan.  Grandfather  William 
Lindsey,  who  lived  in  Chester,  Mass.,  was 
descended  from  Scotch  ancestry,  the  Chap- 
mans being  of  English  descent.  Mrs. 
Chapman’s  maternal  grandmother,  Mar- 
garet Morton,  married  William  King. 
Her  (Mrs.  Chapman’s)  paternal  grand- 
mother was  Jane  Hubble,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, who  had  two  brothers  known  to 
Mrs.  Chapman,  named  respectively  Ed- 
ward and  Silas;  she  was  twice  married: 
first  to  John  Lindsey  and  then  to  William 
Lindsey. 

After  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Austin  Chapman  settled  in  Huntington 
township,  Lorain  county,  on  the  Chapman 
homestead,  taking  care  of  his  parents  in 
their  declining  years.  In  1876  they  came 
to  the  town  of  "Wellington,  where  they 
built  the  elegant  and  commodious  residence 
still  occupied  by  Mrs.  Chapman.  Here  he 
died  May  22,  1891,  leaving  a comfortable 
competence,  the  accumulation  of  years  of 
hoiu-st  toil  and  careful  thrift.  Prior  to 
the  Civil  war  he  was  an  Old-time  Dem- 
ocrat, but  became,  at  the  breaking  out  of 
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that  struggle,  a stanch  Republican,  re- 
maining in  the  ranks  of  that  party  till  the 
day  of  his  death.  Their  home  was  bright- 
ened by  the  birth  of  three  children,  of 
whom  the  following;  is  a brief  record: 
Oren  P.,  born  October  30,  1S45,  married 
Miss  Ella  Perkins,  and  has  two  children, 
Mary  Isabel  and  Robert  A.;  John  Lindsey, 
born  J illy  31,  1852,  married  Mabel  Roney, 
and  has  three  children:  William  Austin, 
Grace  and  dive;  and  Josephine,  married 
to  Edward  Van  Oleaf,  has  two  sons:  Frank 
Chapman  and  Wint’erd  K. 


C'EORGE  M.  KARRIS,  M.  I).  This 

■,  gentleman,  who  has  successfully 
I practiced  his  profession  for  some 
M sixteen  years  in  Lorain,  comes  of  an 
old  pioneer  family  of  Lorain  county. 
He  was  born  in  Rorth  Amherst,  Ohio, 
in  1854,  a son  of  Milo  and  Mary  J. 
(Tyrrell)  Harris,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, respectively.  The  father  is  a 
prominent  man  in  Lorain  county,  toward 
the  oTowth  and  advancement  of  which  he  1 
has  materially  contributed.  In  1361  he 
was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  serving 
eighteen  months;  was  also  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years  in  Amherst  and 
Black  River  townships.  He  was  twice 
* married:  first  time,  in  1843,  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Stocking,  of  Lorain  county,  by  which 
union  there  was  one  child.  Florence  ( widow 
of  Hiram  Leslie),  now  living  in  California. 
M rs.  Caroline  Harris  died  in  1852.  and  j 
Mr.  Harris  subsequently  married  Miss 
Mary  Tyrrell,  daughter  of  Homer  and 
Mary  F.  Tyrrell  (both  now  deceased),  all 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  were  five  children,  of  whom 
the  following  is  a brief  record:  Georcre  M. 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Albert  T.  is 
a physician  in  Howard,  Ivans.;  Lucia  M. 
is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Parker,  of  Rorth 
Amherst;  Homer  4.  died  at  the  ace  of 
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sixteen  years;  Carrie  F.  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 


Josiah  Harris,  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  born  Kovember  30,  1783,  in  Becket, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  died  March  26, 
1867,  aged  eieditv-four  years.  In  - 1818 
he  came  on  foot  from  Massachusetts  to 
Lorain  county,  where  he  had  previously 
purchased  land  in  what  is  now  Amherst 
township.  . He  was  a member  of  the  Ohio 
l Legislature,  and  to  attend  to  his  duties 
there,  at  Columbus,  he  used  to  ride  on 
horseback  through  a comparatively  wild 
.country.  He  served  as  postmaster  (under 
appointment  of  Postmaster-General  Meigs) 
over  forty  years  continuously,  excepting 
when  in  the  Legislature. 

George  M.  Harris  received  his  primary 
education  at  the  common  schools  of  Rorth 
Amherst,  after  which,  in  1875,  he  entered 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  at  Cincin- 
nati, where  he  graduated  with  the  class  of 

tD 

1877,  in  which  year  he  located  in  Lorain, 
a town  then  of  but  some  1,500  inhabitants, 
and  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  May, 
1881,  the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Uhrichsville,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Dor- 
rell  M.  Leggett,  a native  of  Uhrichsville, 
and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one  child, 
Florence.  In  politics  l)r.  Harris  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  town  council.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M. 


dj  OfIR  CURREY,  a successful  well-to- 
! do  merchant,  and  well  known  as  one 
1 of  the  stanch  business  men  of  Roches- 
ter, is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Chester  county  February  10,  1823. 

William  Currey,  father  of  subject,  by 
trade  a wagon  maker  and  wheelwright, 
was  of  the  same  locality  by  birth,  as  was 
also  his  wife,  Rachel  (Rickard).  They 
were  the  parents  of  children  as  follows: 
Jonathan,  who  died  in  Troy*,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio;  Ann,  who  married  Thomas  Wood, 
and  died  in  Ashland  county;  Isaac,  de- 
ceased in  Ashland  county;  Harriet,  vho 
died  in  Pennsylvania  when  young;  John, 
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subject  of  sketch;  Hannah,  Mrs.  James 
Walker,  of  Troy,  Ohio;  William,  of  Ash- 
land county;  Matthew,  a resident  of  the 
State  of  Washington;  and  Angeline,  who 
died  young.  In  1S37  the  family  came  to 
Ohio,  the  journey  to  Columbus,  their 
destination,  being  made  by  wagon,  and 
their  route  the  .National  Pike.  In  Colum- 
bus the  father  died,  in  August.  1837,  and 
his  widow  about  three  months  afterward 
moved  to  Greenwich  township,  Huron 
county,  where  she  and  the  family  rented 
land,  on  which  they  lived  five  years.  In 
1842  they  moved  to  Troy,  Ashland  county, 
where  they  bought  fifty  acres  of  wild  land 
at  six  dollars  per  acre.  Here  the  mother 
died  in  1854,  her  remains  being  laid  to 
rest  in  Beckley  cemetery,  Rochester  town- 
ship. 

John  Currey,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  at  the 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  was  four- 
teen years  old  when  the  family  came  to 
Ohio,  where  he  bad  to  lay  his  hand  to  the 
axe  to  assist  in  the  hewing  out  of  a new 
home  for  the  family.  In  1866  be  moved 
from  Troy  township,  Ashland  county,  to 
Rochester,  Lorain  county,  where  he  en- 
tered mercantile  life,  having  since  success- 
fully conducted  his  general  store,  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  is  interested  in  a 
hotel  business,  and  buys  and  sells  farm 
products.  He  owns  in  Troy  township, 
Ashland  county,  312  acres  of  excellent 

farming  land. 

© 

Mr.  Currey  has  been  twice  married,  first 
time  in  1854  to  Miss  Almira  Carrier,  who 
was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and 
shortly  thereafter  they  moved  to  Iowa 
City,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in 
the  hardware  store  of  Hart,  Love  & Co., 
which  was  not  his  first  experience  in  that 
line,  having  already  been  in  business  for 
himself  in  Troy,  Ohio.  While  in  Iowa 
City  his  wife  died,  and  about  three  months 
later  he  returned  to  Troy.  In  1856,  for 
his  second  helpmeet,  Mr.  Currey  wedded 
Miss  Matilda  Wicks,  a native  of  New 
York,  born  of  English  parentage.  By 


this  marriage  came  children  whose  record 
is  as  follows:  Rachel,  now  Mrs.  Adelbert 
Mitchell,  of  Rochester;  Jane,  Mrs.  Charles 
Beardsley,  of  Rochester;  Emeline,  Mrs. 
George  Smith,  of  Brighton  township; 
Charles,  of  Troy,  Ohio;  Hattie,  Mrs. 
Dwight  Mann,  of  Rochester;  and  Nellie, 
residing  at  home.  Politically  our  subject 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  held  vari- 
ous township  offices,  including  that  of 
treasurer  six  years.  Bo'll  he  and  his  wife 
are  exemplary  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Mr.  Currey  is  a man  of  good 
judgment  and  sound  common  sense,  and 
Ids  advice,  where  truly  needed,  is  fre- 
quently sought  for  and  found  valuable. 


THADDEUS  W.  FANCHER,  post- 
master at  Lorain,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 25,  1839,  in  Greenwich,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  removed 
to  central  Michigan,  where  he  resided 
about  ten  years,  or  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  Lorain,  Ohio,  and  there  followed 
contractincr  and  building  some  five  or  six 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought 
an  interest  in  a hardware  business,  having 
| as  a partner  a Mr.  Edison,  and  this  he  con- 
, tinned  in  until  his  appointment,  in  1880, 
{ as  postmaster  at  Lorain.  At  the  end  of 
seven  years’  well-merited  popularity  in 
this  office  he  was  deposed  by  the  incoming 
Cleveland  administration,  but  received  re- 
appointment on  the  accession  of  Harrison 
! to  the  Presidency,  in  1890.  He  has  also 
! served  in  various  municipal  offices, such  as 
member  of  council  and  mayor,  besides  as  a 
: justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years. 

In  1862  Mr.  Rancher  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Greenwich,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio, 
with  Miss  Ermina  Griffin,  of  the  same 
place,  daughter  of  Riley  and  Philena 
Griffin,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
1812  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y. ; his  wife, 
Philena  (Washburn),  was  born  in  Ulster 
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county.  X.  Y„  in  1817,  and  died  in  18G2. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Faneher:  Elvadore  It.  and  ISIi llicent 
A.  Our  subject  lias  been  a Freemason 
since  the  age  of  twenty-one.  lie  is  a son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Vanscoy)  Faneher, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1811  in 
Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  whence  in  1819  he 
came  to  Greenwich,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  1887,  at  Camden,  Mich.,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years.  Our  subject’s  mother 
was  a native  of  Geauga  county,  Ohio. 


Q'f  C.  WEEKS,  whose  industry  and 
thrift  have  united  in  placing  him 
j in  the  front  rank  of  Lorain  county’s 
hi  many  prosperous  agriculturists,  is 
the  owner  of  a highly-improved 
farm  of  seventy-seven  acres  in  Rochester 
township. 

He  is  the  third  son  of  German  Weeks, 
who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Xew  York 
March  13,  180-1;  was  united  in  marriage 
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January  7,  1830,  with  Jane  S.,  daughter 
of  Christina  and  Peter  Thompson.  She 
was'  born  April  17,  1809.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Weeks  were  born  thirteen  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  living  except  the 
third  child,  who  died  in  infancy.  They 
are  as  follows:  Matilda,  Schuyler,  George, 
Christina,  Peter  T.,  Andrew,  John,  Mary 
E.,  Martha  A.,  Eliza  J.,  Harriet  L.  and 
La  Rue.  Five  of  these  accompanied  the 
parents  to  Ohio  in  1840,  locating  first  in 
Rochester,  Ohio,  and  two  years  later  mov- 
ing two  miles  south  to  Troy,  Ashland 
county.  Here  he  bought  and  cleared  up  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  here  he 
lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June 
25,  1886,  a period  of  more  than  forty 
years.  His  faithful  and  beloved  wife  de- 
parted this  life  Xovetnber  29,  1882, 
greatly  mourned  by  her  husband  and 
children. 

G.  C.  Weeks  was  born  September  10, 
1835,  and  received  a fairly  liberal  educa- 
tion at  the  schools  of  his  native  place.  At 


the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  the  paternal 
home,  and  wrnrked  out  at  what  he  could 
find  to  do  on  neighboring  farms.  At  the 
end  of  seven  years  he  returned  to  his  par- 
ents, and  with  filial  affection  assisted  and 
cared  for  them  until  he  was  thirty  years 
old,  at  which  time  he  bought  for  his  own 
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account  fifty  acres  of  land  at  forty  dollars 
per  acre.  Directly  after  his  marriage  he 
added  to  this  purchase  twenty  other  acres 
adjoining,  and,  still  later,  seven  more, 
which  in  the  aggregate  comprise  his  pres- 
ent fine  farm. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Weeks  en- 
listed, in  February,  1865,  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Eighty-seventh  Regi- 
ment O.  V.  I.,  serving  one  year.  Return- 
ing home  January  31,  1866,  he  married, 
May  31,  same  yrnar,  Miss  Mary  B.  Ford, 
born  in  Clear  Creek  township,  Ashland 
Co.,  Ohio,  February  9,  1846,  a daughter 
of  Elias  Ford,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ash- 
land county7.  Politically  Mr.  Weeks  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Troy,  in  which  they7 
take  an  active  interest. 


1 ARREX.  The  Warren  family  is 
1 one  of  the  oldest  in  Wellington 
township,  and  is  descended  from 
a long  line  of  Xew7  England  an- 

cestry. 

The  earliest  records  of  the  family  men- 
tion one  Warren,  born  about  1650,  who 
was  the  father  of  Joshua  Warren,  of 
Watertown,  Mass.  Joshua  married  Re- 
becah,  daughter  of  Caleb  Church,  also  of 
Watertown.  The  next  in  line  was  Joshua, 
Jr.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Harris,  of 
Brookline.  He  wras  followed  by  Benjamin 
Warren,  born  in  Watertown,  Xovember 
30,  1728;  his  wife  was  Hannah  Lewis,  and 
he  was  a Revolutionary  soldier. 

Benjamin  Warren,  Jr.,  was  born  April 
19,  1772,  and  married  Lucy  Burr,  of  Xor- 
folk.  Conn.  Lie  brought  his  family  to 
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Wellington  in  1S31.  Their  children  were: 
Polly,  Harriett,  Betsey,  Alanson  and  Lu- 
ther Day.  The  latter  was  horn  March  2, 

1813,  and  married  Laura  Wait,  who  was 
horn  in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  February,  G, 

1814.  Their  descendants,  who  still  live 
in  Wellington,  are:  Harriet  E.  Warren, 
jM.  D.;  Frank  D.  Warren,  who  married 
Metta  Sage  (they  have  one  child — Ella); 
Walter  D.  Warren,  who  married  Helen 
Comstock,  and  with  their  three  children — 
Clarence,  Albert  and  Emma — still  lives  in 
the  old  homestead  on  the  hanks  of  the 
Charlemont. 


ff  I ENRY  HARRISON  WILLIAMS, 

one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Avon 
township,  was  horn  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  October  21,  1812,  one  of 
eight  children  born  to  John  and 
Clarissa  Williams,  botli  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

In  1817  the  parents  moved  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  Troy  (now  Avon)  township, 
Lorain  county,  bringing  with  them  their 
eight  children,  as  follows:  Laura,  Justin, 

Tempa,  Eliza  Minerva,  John  Wendell, 
Mary  Harriet,  Henry  Harrison  and  James 
Dwight,  of  whom,  Justin  died  in  1846. 
Here  the  father  opened  up  a farm  in  the 
woods,  whereon  he  made  a permanent 
home,  and  he  laid  the  first  board  floor  in 
the  township.  He  died  June  29,  1840, 
his  wife  October  28,  1839.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig,  and  he  served  as  township 
treasurer.  Some  of  their  children  lived  to 


old  age:  Mrs.  Tempa  Garfield  died  January 
13,  1894,  in  Sheffield,  in  her  ninety- fourth 
year;  Mrs.  Eliza  M.  Clary,  now  in  her 
ninety-first  year,  lives  in  Norwalk;  John 
W.  died  in  Avon  in  his  eighty-fifth  year; 
Henry  Harrison  is  now  in  his  eighty- 
second  year;  James  D.  died  in  Avon  in  his 
seventy-fifth  year. 

H.  II.  Williams  was  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  the  rest  of  the  family 
to  what  is  now  Avon  township,  at  which 
time  the  country  was  covered  with  timber, 


wolves,  bears  and  deer  being  numerous. 
One  of  tlje  male  members  of  the  family 
would  have  to  go  horseback  once  in  every 
two  weeks,  to  Olmsted,  to  have  their  mill- 
ing done,  and  as  there  were  no  roads  the 
journey  was  often  somewhat  perilous. 
Many  a day  Harrison  spent  pounding  corn 
in  a stump,  hollowed  out,  to  make  their 
bread.  Shoes  were  a luxury,  and  the  chil- 
dren would  tramp  miles  to  school  in  win- 
ter time  with  their  feet  bound  up  in 
c-loths.  Our  subject  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  the  day, 
which  were  held  in  log  cabins,  and  subse- 
cjuently  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
French  Creek  tor  fifteen  years.  In  1850 
he  erected  the  first  steam  sawmill  in  the 
township,  which  lie  conducted  for  some 
time,  and  then  bought  a gristmill.  In 
1855  he  was  burned  out,  and  in  1856  he 
built  the  present  gristmill  at  French 
Creek,  which  he  operated  for  many  years. 
For  the  past  few  years  he  has  given  his 
attention  to  agriculture,  and  owns  a good 
farm  adjoining  the  village.  On  February 
6, . 1840,  he  was  married  at  Ridgeville, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Eunice  Amelia  Porter, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Eunice  (Tale) 
Porter,  who  were  married  in  1800  at  Lee, 
Mass.;  in  1822  they  left  [there,  with  their 
family  of  eight  children,  for  Ohio,  the 
jonrney  being  made  with  covered  wagons, 
and  occupying  three  months.  They  spent 
the  first  winter  in  Dover,  Cuyahoga 
county',  and  in  the  spring  moved  to  Ridge- 
ville, where  Mr.  Porter  built  the  first  loo- 
house  on  Simar  Rido-e.  lie  was  a lifelong 
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farmer.  lie  died  at  his  residence  in 
Ridgeville  July  6,  1SG7,  at  the  patriarchal 
ao-e  of  ninetv-two  years.  His  wife  died  at 
the  same  place  November  19,  1847,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Mrs.  Griscilda  Gardner,  de- 
ceased; Kimball;  Mrs.  Marcia  Smith,  de- 
ceased at  the  age  of  eighty -two  years; 
Mrs.  Maryr  E.  Chester,  Mrs.  Frances  Sex- 
ton, Mrs.  Charlotte  Tinker  and  Charles  J., 
all  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Eunice  A.  Will- 
iams. To  Harrison  II.  and  Eunice  A. 
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Williams  were  born  live  children,  their 
names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows: 
(1)  Howard,  January  21,  184-1;  (2)  An- 
nette, January  23,  ls43;  (3j  Everett  E., 
March  2,  1846;  (4)  Montvilie,  November 
15,  1847  (died  December  16,  18471;  and 
(5)  Nellie  L.,  October  5,  1853.  Of  these, 
(1)  Howard  married  March  13,  1871,  Ada 
F.  McCarty;  he  is  in  the  slate  and  felt 
roofing  business  in  Toronto,  Ont.,  also 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  their  children  were  Alli- 
son Jay,  Annette  Morey,  Dwight  Mc- 
Carty (deceased),  Ralph  Clark  and  Frank- 
lin Howard  (of  these  Annette  Morey  was 
married  June  15,  1893,  to  T.  Corbert 
Thompson,  a dry-goods  merchant  in  To- 
ronto, Out.).  (2)  Annette  married,  June 
3,  1868,  Norris  Morey,  an  attorney  at  law 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y".,  and  captain  in  the  New 
York  cavalry;  their  children  are  Isabel 
Iiansom,  Joseph  Harrison,  Howard  Will- 
iams and  Arthur  Norris.  (3)  Everett  E. 
married,  at  Avon,  October  23,  1870,  Miss 
Laurett  A.  Williams;  he  is  assistant  cash- 
ier in  the  National  Bank  of  Elyria;  their 
children  are  Zella  Messenger,  Harrison 
Charles  and  Porter  Hastings.  (5)  Nellie 
L.  was  married  Ylay  21,  1881,  to  Burton 
C.  Jameson,  formerly  of  Avon,  in  the 
gravel  and  composition  roofing  business  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  also  in  Toronto,  Canada; 
their  children  are  EVerett  Williams  and 
Norris  Morey. 

Howard  Williams,  eldest  son  of  H.  II . 
Williams,  enlisted  August  11,  1862,  then 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  Company  E, 
Forty-second  O.  V.  E,  as  a recruit.  For 
most  of  tiie  time  he  was  on  detached,  or 
special,  duty  until  April  3,  1863,  when, 
being  sick,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Louis  Hos- 
pital. Subsequently  he  was  given  a com- 
mission as  second  lieutenant  of  Company 
B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Volunteers;  was  ordered  to 
Salena,  Kansas,  a border  town,  to  guard 
army  trains  across  the  Plains,  where  In- 
dians and  others  were  troublesome.  Later 
he  was  sent  to  Denver,  Colo.,  and  there 
remained  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  is 
now  in  Toronto,  Ont.,  as  above  recorded. 


In  political  connection  Henry  II.  Will- 
iams was  originally  a Whig,  and  cast  his 
first  Presidental  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison  in 
1840;  since  the  formation  of  the  party  he 
has  been  a Republican,  and  he  has  served 
{ as  treasurer  of  Avon  township,  and  also  as 
j postmaster  at  French  Creek.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  active  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  French  Creek,  she  for 
fifty-nine  years,  he  for  fifty-two  years,  and 
a trustee  much  of  the  time. 

GOLDEN  WEDDING. 

“ Married  in  Ridgeville  February  6,  1840, 
at  the  residence  of  E.  Porter,  Esq.,  by  the 
Rev.  Silas  Tucker,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Williams 
of  Avon  and  Miss  Eunice  A.  Porter. 

“The  printer’s  fee  on  this  occasion  was 
a full  loaf  of  cake  of  ample  dimensions, 
which  spoke  well  for  the  sweet  temper  of 
the  bride,  and  the  prospect  of  future  felic- 
ity to  the  happy  pair.” 

The  above  notice  appeared  in  the  Elyria 
| paper  of  February,  1840.  February  6, 

| 1890 — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  who  have 
; been  spending  the  winter  in  Buffalo,  cele- 
| brated  their  golden  wedding  at  the  resi- 
dence of  their  daughter.  Mrs.  Norris 
Morey,  No.  200  Sumner  street.  The  four 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  with 
their  families,  were  all  present,  thirteen 
grandchildren,  making  twenty-three  in 
the  family:  Howard  Williams,  of  Toronto; 
Mrs.  Jameson,  of  Buffalo;  Mrs.  Morey; 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Elyria;  it  being  the  first 
reunion  of  the  family  at  which  every  mem- 
ber was  present.  Two  deaths  have  oc- 
curred during  the  fifty  years — an  infant 
son  and  a grandson.  The  bride  and  groom 
of  half  a century  received  many  golden 
I gifts,  also  beautiful  flowers  and  books 
from  friends  in  Buffalo. 


( ^ VERETT* E.  WILLIAMS,  assistant 
d cashier  of  the  National  Bank  of 
j Elyria,  is  a son  of  11.  II.  and  Eu- 
nice A.  (Porter)  Williams,  and  was 
born  March  2,  1846,  in  Avon  township, 
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Lorain  C'o.,  Ohio.  He  received  his  liter- 
ary training  at  the  public  schools  of  Ivon 
and  at  Oberlin  College.  At  the  conclu- 
sion  of  his  studies  he  commenced  the  mill- 
ing business  in  Avon,  and  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  t lie  firm  of  Williams,  Barrows  & 
Co.,  merchant  millers,  Lorain,  Ohio.  In 
connection  he  is  interested  in  grain  eleva- 
tors as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Williams 
& Breckenridge.  In  1885  he  was  unani- 
mously  nominated  and  elected,  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  treasurer  of  Lorain  county, 
and  after  serving  his  county  in  this  capac- 
ity two  terms  (four  years),  he  became 
connected  with  the  National  Bank  of 
Elyria,  as  teller. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married,  at  Avon, 
October  23,  1870,  to  Miss  Laurett  Will- 
iams, and  they  have  three  children,  namely: 
Zell  a Me  sseno-er,  Harrison  Charles  and 

^ O 7 

Porter  Hastings.  Mr.  Williams  is  among 

O ^ p 

the  best  known  and  most  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  Lorain  county,  and  enjoys  an 
enviable  popularity. 


ILO  HARRIS,  a leading  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  North  Am- 
herst, where  he  carried  on  mer- 
cantile business  for  many  years, 
but  is  now  retired  from  active  life, 
was  born  April  21,  1822,  at  that  place,  the 
third  son  and  child  of  the  old  pioneer 
Josiah  Harris. 

Josiah  Harris  was  the  most  notable  man 
to  arrive  in  Lorain  county  in  1818.  He 
was  born  in  Becket,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass., 
November  30,  1783,  and  died  March  26, 
1867,  aged  eighty-four  vears.  He  made 
journeys  to  Ohio  in  1814-15,  and  pur- 
chased land;  in  1818  he  came  to  Amherst, 
and  soon  after  had  a log  house  completed 
on  the  banks  of  Beaver  creek.  lie  finally 
settled  on  the  Public  Square.  In  1821 


be  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace,  and 
served  thirty-six  years;  was  the  first  sheriff 
of  Lorain  county,  and  served  three  years 
as  associate  judge,  being  appointed  in 


1829;  was  a member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Ohio  in  1827,  representing 
Cuyahoga  county;  represented  Lorain  and 
Medina  counties  in  the  House,  and  after- 
ward was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from 
the  same  District.  Some  time  in  the 
“twenties”  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
by  Postmaster-general  Meigs,  and  held  the 
office  continuously  to  the  time  of  his  death 
(over  forty  years),  except  when  in  the 
Legislature,  being,  probably,  the  oldest 
postmaster  in  the  United  States.  He  was 
agent  for  a number  of  eastern  landowners, 
in  which  capacity  he  was  enabled  to  do 
many  a kind  turn  for  the  new  comers,  and 
no  man  in  the  township  exerted  a wider  or 
more  potent  influence  for  good.  He  had 
four  children,  viz.:  Josiah  A.,  now  de- 
ceased. for  many  years  editor  of  the  Cleve- 
land Herald / Coring  P.,  in  Texas;  Milo, 
and  Emeline  C.,  in  Philadelphia. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a 
liberal  education  at  the  schools  of  North 
Amherst,  and  was  reared  to  commercial 
life.  In  1861  he  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Lorain  county,  serving  eighteen  months; 
he  was  also  a justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years  in  Amherst  and  Black  River  town- 
ships. In  1843  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Caroline  Stocking,  of  Lorain  county, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Good- 
rich) Stocking,  of  Massachusetts,  who  in 
° . 

an  early  day  came  to  Black  River  town- 
ship,  Lorain  county;  they  are  both  now 
deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  was 
born  one  child,  Florence  (widow  of  Hiram 
Leslie),  a resident  of  California.  Mrs. 
Caroline  Harris  died  in  1852,  and  on 
March  1,  1853,  Mr.  Harris  married,  in 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  Mary 
Tyrrell,  daughter  of  Homer  and  Mary  F. 
Tyrrell  (both  now  deceased),  all  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  children  as  follows:  George  M.,  a 
physician  and  surgeon  in  Lorain,  Ohio; 
Albert  T.,  a physician  in  Howard,  Ivans.; 
Lucia  M.,  wife  of  George  M.  Parker,  a 
member  of  the  Amherst  town  council  and 
superintendent  of  the  Malone  Stone  Quarry; 
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and  llomer  J.  and  Carrie  F.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  and  three  years,  re- 
spectively. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a Republican,  | 
Socially  lie  has  been  a member  of  Elyria  | 
Lodge,  No.  103,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  since  1852, 
and  was  a charter  member  of  Plato  Lodge; 
lie  was  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T. 
Mrs.  Harris  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  A notable  fact  in  regard 
to  the  Harris  family  is  that  three  of  its 
members  have  held  the  office  of  sheriff  of 
Lorain  county:  Judge  Josiah  Harris  was 
the  first  sheriff;  his  son,  Josiah  A.,  held  j 
the  office  at  a later  period,  being  third 
sheriff  in  the  county,  and  Milo  was  sheriff 
in  1861,  as  already  related. 


ENRY  WALLACE,  the  well-known 
lake  captain  and  vessel  owner,  whose 
residence  is  in  Lorain,  was  born  in 
County  Down,  Ireland,  in  1828,  a 
son  of  Symuel  and  Ann  (Finley) 
Wallace. 

Jn  his  native  land  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  educated  at  the  Protestant 
schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his  place  of  birth. 
In  1850  he  came  to  America  and  to  Ohio, 
making  his  first  home,  in  the  New  World, 
in  Cleveland,  where  he  remained  till  the 
fall  of  the  same  year,  when  he  came  to 
Lorain  (then  Black  River),  in  which  now 
flourishing  city  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  Here  lie  worked  in  shipyards  for 
several  years,  finally  becoming  interested 
in  vessel  propertv — small  boats  chiefly — - 
the  firm  with  which  he  was  connected  beino- 
known  as  “ Wallace,  Gawn  A Co.,”  who 
became  very  successful  in  business.  For 
the  past  several  years  he  has  been  owner 
or  part  owner  of  some  of  the  A 1 vessels 
that  have  sailed  the  lakes,  and  amoncr  those 
in  which  he  at  present  lias  an  interest  may 
be  mentioned  the  propeller  “ Vulcan  ” 
(built  of  steel),  and  the  steamer  “Robert 
Wallace  ”•  and  sailing  vessel  “ David  Wal- 
lace,”  the  “ Thomas  Gawn  ” and  “ Lyons;” 


also  the  steel  propeller  “ Vega,”  which  was 
built  by  the  company  winter  of  1892-93. 
For  about  twenty-eight  consecutive  years 
he  sailed  the  lakes  as  captain,  and  for  ex- 
cellency of  seamanship  and  care  in  hand- 
ling his  vessels,  his  reputation  stands 
without  a blemish. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  1856,  Capt.  Wallace 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Chloe 
Case,  a native  of  Avon,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  they  have  tlireechildren  living,  namely: 
Eva,  wife  of  J.  II.  Hills,  superintendent  of 
the  Brass  Works  at  Lorain  (they  have  three 
children:  Alma,  Harry  and  Albert);  Eliz- 
abeth, and  Lillie,  wife  of  Welker  McEl. 
Frish. 

The  entire  family,  with  the  exception 
of  Airs.  Hills,  who  is  a Conoregationalist, 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Capt. 
Wallace  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  is 
a member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F. 


Hf  ENRY  J.-  BARROWS  was  born 
March  15, 1851,  in  Avon  township, 
J Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  His  early  life 
f)  was  spent  upon  a farm,  and  lie  re- 
ceived such  an  education  as  the  dis- 
trict schools  afforded,  later  studying  for  a 
time  in  the  Preparatory  Department  of 
0 berli n College.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  he  married  Miss  Anna  L.  Beers 
(daughter  of  Lewis  and  Susan  Beers), 
whose  native  place  was  Stratford,  Conn., 
and  two  daughters,  Edna  and  Ellen,  were 
born  of  the  union.  Mrs.  Barrows  died 
April  5,  1893. 

In  1879  the  subject  of  this  sketch  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Avon  Flouring 
Mills,  then  owned  and  operated  by  Wiliams, 
Warden  & Co.  Mr.  Barrows  at  once  took 
charge  of  the  business  of  the  firm,  and  in 
1886  the  style  of  the  firm  was  changed  to 
Williams,  Barrows  & Co.  Near  the  close 
of  the  year  1886  the  Avon  property  was 
sold,  and  possession  given  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1887,  and  the  company  at  once 
commenced  the  erection  of  a new  flouring 
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mill  of  150  barrels  daily  capacity,  at  Lo- 
rain, Ohio,  which  was  completed  and 
started  up  June  15,  that  year.  From  the 
start  the  new  venture  has  been  a success. 
Mr.  Barrows  still  retains  a share  of  and 
manages  the  business,  lie  holds  a direc- 
torship in  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank  Co., 
and  in  the  Lake  Erie  Electric  Light  Co.; 
is  president  of  the  board  of  Water  Works 
Trustees,  and  vice-president  of  the  Citizens 
Home  Savings  & Loan  Association.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  a Republican.;. 

James  R.  Barrows,  father  of  subject, 
was  born  in  New  York,  and  at  the  age  of 
seven  years  came  to  Ohio  with  his  father, 
Adnah  Barrows,  who  settled  on  a farm  in 
Avon  township,  in  what  was  at  that  time 
almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Clarrissa  Day, 
his  wife,  lived  to  be  eighty-seven  years  of 
age.  James  R.  Barrows  married  Melvina 
P.  Sawyer,  and  they  had  a family  of  four  ! 
children,  of  whom  Warren  J.  died  at  the  i 
age  of  twenty-seven ; Ellen  C.  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-four;  Henry  J.  and  Etta  M. 
are  still  living.  Mr.  James  R.  Barrows  is 
now  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  j 
on  a farm  in  Avon  township,  in  comfort- 
able circumstances.  His  first  wife  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two. 


i OIIJN  LERSCH,  member  of  the  well- 
^ known  prosperous  dry-goods  firm  of 
I Baldwin,  Lersch  A Co.,  Elyria,  is  a 
native  of  the  Bavarian  Palatinate, 
Germany,  born  July  25,  1841. 

He  is  a son  of  Carl  and  Louise  (Schweit- 
zer) Lersch,  natives  of  the  same  place,  who 
emigrated  to  America  in  1851,  brinoinv 
their  young  son  John  with  them.  At 
Havre,  France,  July  25,  that  year,  they 
boarded  a sailing;  vessel  bound  for  the 
United  States,  and  after  a voyage  of  forty 
days  arrived  at  Hew  York  September  4 
following.  From  there  they  came  direct 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  they  sojourned 


about  six  months,  and  then  proceeded  to 
Mansfield,  same  State,  in  which  city  they 
resided  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
they  returned  to  Cuyahoga  county,  where 
thefather  purchased  a farm  in  North  Dover, 
about  thirteen  miles  east  of  Elyria,  and  not 
far  from  the  Lorain  county  line.  They  did 
a considerable  amount  of  their  trading  in 
the  town  of  Elyria,  and  one  day  while  there 
with  their  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
the  following  seemingly  trivial  incident 
occurred,  which  influenced  and  directed  the 
after  life  of  the  lad.  They  were  making  a 
purchase  in  the  old-established  store  of 
Mussey  & Co.,  when  one  of  the  salesmen 
— a Mr.  Bishop — asked  the  boy  how  much 
a peck  of  the  article  his  father  was  pur- 
chasing would  cost  at  $2.62-|  per  bushel. 
Undaunted  by  the  question,  young  Lersch 
gave  prompt  and  correct  answer.  Are 
you  sure  of  this?”  asked  Mr.  Bishop.  The 
boy  for  a moment  looked  at  bis  mother  for 
assurance,  and  then,  on  her  telling  him  to 
answer  if  he  really  knew,  he  replied:  •*  Yes, 
that  is  right.”  Thereupon  Mr.  Bishop 
turned  to  Mr.  Gallup,  a partner  in  the 
house,  with  the  remark:  “ Flere  is  a boy 
we  want;  ” and  accordingly  then  and  there 
it  was  agreed  that,  as  soon  as  the  proper 
preliminaries  could  be  arranged,  Master 
John  Lersch  should  enter  the  store  of 
Mussey  & Co.,  on  a thirty-days  trial.  Thus 
on  April  13,  1854,  our  subject,  then  not 
thirteen  years  old,  found  himself  installed 
“ on  trial  ” with  the  lirm.  a sudden  transi- 
tion truly  from  the  quiet  life  of  the  farm 
to  the  bustle  of  a busy  town.  This  month 
of  probation  was  marked  by  a strict  ap- 
plication to  business  on  his  part,  and  con- 
stant punctuality,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the 
prescribed  time  indentures  were  signed 
for  three  years.  The  compensation  he  re- 
ceived for  his  first  year’s  service  was  forty 
dollars  and  board;  for  the  second,  fifty 
dollars;  for  the  third,  seventy-five  dollars; 
and  for  the  fourth,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  and  board,  his  salary 
being  advanced  in  proportion  to’  his  pro- 
motion in  the  store. 
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In  185S  S.  W.  Baldwin,  T.  W.  Latin-  | 
don  and  T.  L.  Nelson  bought  out  the  firm 
of  II.  E.  Miissey  & Co.,  Mr.  Lersch  re- 
maining with  them  until  their  retirement 
from  business  in  1872.  when,  each  having 
made  liberal  fortunes,  they  sold  the  dry- 
goods  department  of  their  business  to  D. 
C.  Baldwin  & Co.,  Mr.  Lersch  being  the 
junior  partner.  By  hard  work  and  close 
attention  to  detail  their  business  soon  be- 
came one  of  the  largest  retail  houses  in  the 
State.  As  years  rolled  by  Mr.  Lersch  be- 
came familiar  with  the  entire  business  of 
buying  and  selling,  so  that,  in  whatever 
capacity  he  acted,  his  services  were  alike 
valuable.  This  relationship  continued  until 
1880,  when  the  firm  was  changed  to  Bald- 
win,  Lersch  & Co.,  the  present  style  of  the 
firm,  although  Mr.  Baldwin  has  partially 
retired  from  active  business.  Most  of 
the  management  of  the  concern  devolves 
upon  Mr.  Lersch,  than  whom  few  men  so 
competent,  and  certainly  none  superior, 
could  be  found.  At  about  this  time  Mr. 
Lersch  established  the  X.  O.  Syndicate, 
composed  of  Baldwin,  Lersch  & Co.,  Ely- 
ria, Frier  A Scheule,  of  Cleveland,  and  B. 
C.  Taber  & C'o.,  of  Xorwalk,  Ohio,  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  goods, 
chiefly  from  manufacturers  or  their  agents, 
thus  saving  jobbers’  profits,  keeping  an 
agent  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  bar- 
gains, which  enables  them  to  sell  at  con- 
siderable advantage. 

In  1808  Mr.  Lersch  was  married  in 
Elyria,  to  Miss  Pamela  Boynton,  third 
daughter  of  Joshua  Boynton,  and  the  alli- 
ance has  proved  a happy  one.  Seven  chil-  j 
dren  have  been  born  to  them,  all  of  whom 
have  had  good  educational  privileges.  They  j 
are  Carl  Theodore  and  Robert  Boynton 
(both  assistants  in  their  father’s  store),  j 
Louise  De  Lano.  Carlotta  Pauline,  John 
MT alter,  Arthur  Emerson  and  Paul  Har- 
wood. After  Mr.  Lersch's  marriage,  his 
parents  resided  with  him  during  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives;  his  mother  died  in 
February,  1877,  his  father  in  March,  1887. 
Although  a native  of  Germany,  and  speak- 


ing the  language  of  that  country  equally 
as  well  as  he  does  English,  Mr.  Lersch  is 
a typical  American.  lie  is  broad  in  his 
views  and  conversant  with  all  public  ques- 
tions, believing  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
American  citizen  to  be  intelligent,  and 
well  informed  on  all  public  issues.  As  he 
is  an  ultra-protectionist,  it  goes  without 
saying  that  he  is  a straight  Republican.  At 
the  present  time  Mr.  Lersch  is  one  of  the 
| directors  of  the  Elyria  Savings  Deposit 
; Bank;  also  a member  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee of  this  bank.  Mr.  Lersch  attributes 
much  of  his  business  success  to  the  admir- 
able training  he  received  at  the  hands  of 
Mr.  T.  W.  Laundon,  than  whom,  probably, 
no  better  dry-goods  man  ever  conducted 
business  in  Lorain  county.  Mr.  Lersch 
has  been  connected  with  practicallv  the 
same  store  for  a period  of  forty  years,  dur- 
j ing  which  time  he  has  lost  only  four  days 
i on  account  of  illness;  and  the  only  vaea- 
; tion  he  has  taken  of  any  length  was  in 
' 1882,  when  he  spent  the  months  of  July 
and  August  in  Europe. 


n W.  NICHOLS,  one  of  the  most 
[I  \\  progressive  and  intelligent  of  Lo- 
ir^ rain  county’s  agriculturists,  and 
JJ  whose  magnificent  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  is  among  the  most 

o 

fertile  of  Grafton  township,  comes  of  Eng- 
lish-Welsh  ancestry. 

He  was  born  July  3,  1828,  in  York  town- 
ship, Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Na- 
thaniel Nichols,  who  was  born  in  Rodman 
township,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  7, 
1806,  and  whose  father,  also  named  Na- 
thaniel, served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  father  of  subject  was  a tanner  and 
shoemaker,  at  which  latter  trade  he  served 
a regular  apprenticeship.  On  September 
16,  1827,  he  married  Dorcas  E.  Bailey, 
who  was  born  March  29,  1804,  in  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  of  Huguenot  and  'Dutch  extraction, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Polly  (Burr) 
Bailey.  After  marriage  they  made  their 
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new  home  on  a piece  of  land  owned  by  his  | 
brother  Albion,  where  for  a time  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade.  While  they  were  residing  | 
in  Livingston  county,  X.  V.,  one  son,  A. 
w.,  our  subject,  was  born  to  them.  Later  ! 
they  moved  to  Cattaraugus  county,  same  1 
State,  and  made  a temporary  settlement  in 
Dayton  township,  where  the  father  bought 
fifty  acres  of  land.  Here  two  children 
were  born  to  them:  Martha  E.,  born  July 
2,  1831,  married  to  Milton  Adams,  and 
they  now  live  in  Eaton  county.  Mich.;  and 
Mary  A.,  born  December  27,  1834,  mar- 
ried first  to  Orange  Adams,  afterward  to 
Samuel  Denison,  a ranchman  near  Well- 
born, Texas.  From  Cattaraugus  county 
the  family  moved  to  Nunda,  Allegany 
(now  Livingston)  Co.,  same  State,  where 
two  more  children  were  born,  viz.:  Iloilo 
A.,  born  June  7,  1838,  who  during  the 
Civil  war,  while  a bookkeeper  in  Hunts- 
ville, Ala.,  was  forced  into  the  Confed- 
erate service,  and  rose  from  the  ranks 
till  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  C.  II. 
he  found  himself  an  officer  on  Gen.  Buell’s 
staff;  at  that  eno-ao-ement  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Federal?,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  LLiion 
army,  in  which  he  served  till  the  close  of 
the  war;  afterward  he  served  as  commis- 
sary for  the  U.  S.  Government,  and  died 
in  1880  at  Florence,  Ga.,  where  he  was 
buried.  The  other  child  who  came  to  them 
in  Allegany  county  is  Ellen,  born  Septem- 
ber 25,  1843,  married  to  Don  Carlos  Man- 
Dusen,  now  of  Oberlin.  Ohio. 

In  1843  Nathaniel  Nichols  came  alone 
to  Ohio,  and  deciding  to  settle  in  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  he  purchased  in 
the  eastern  part  fifty  acres  of  wild  land  at 
ten  dollars  an  acre.  In  the  following  fall 
the  family  joined  him,  and  they  set  to 
work  to  clear  the  land  and  make  all  neces- 
sary improvements,  building  a substantial 
log  house  for  a dwelling.  After  some 
years  the  father  moved  to  Columbia  town- 
ship, same  county,  whence  after  a time  he 
returned  to  Grafton  township,  and  made  a 
final  settlement  in  the  southern  portion  of 


same.  For  a season  he  was  a resident  of 
La  Grange  township  (also  in  Lorain 
county),  and  he  died  in  1833  in  Hinckley, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  where  be  was  sojourn- 
ing with  his  daughter  Ellen.  His  wife 
preceded  him  to  the  grave  some  years,  dy- 
ing in  La  Grange  township,  and  they  now 
lie  buried  in  the  Western  Cemetery  in  that 
township.  After  coming  to  Ohio  Mr. 
Nichols  followed  farmino-  chiefly,  and  to 

some  extent  his  trade,  shoemaking.  Po- 
• • • ^ m 
litically  he  was  originally  a Whig,  but  died 

a Democrat.  He  was  a very  liberal  and 
hospitable  entertainer;  in  his  religions 
views  he  was  partial  to  the  M.  E.  Church, 
while  his  wife  was  an  Old-school  Presby- 
terian. and  their  home  was  always  open  to 
ministers  of  all  churches. 

A.  W.  Nichols,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  received  but  a limited  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  bis  boyhood 
days,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  Be- 
ing bright  at  his  studies,  and  an  apt 
scholar,  he  made  considerable  progress  by 
private  reading,  and  became  skilled  in 
mathematics.  When  he  was  a small  boy 
he  was  adopted  by  a bachelor  uncle,  Al- 
bion Nichols,  and  a maiden  aunt,  Esther 
Nichols,  who  lived  together  and  carried  on 
farming.  In  1844  he  came  to  Ohio,  and 
spent  his  first  winter  in  Lorain  county. 
In  the  following  year  his  uncle  and  aunt 
came  to  Grafton  township,  and  here  bought 
sixty  acres  of  wild  land  from  James  Tur- 
ner, being  the  farm  our  subject  now  owns 
and  lives  on,  and  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, for  he  at  once  made  his  home  with 
his  benefactors.  For  some  years  before 
their  death — they  lived  to  advanced  ages 
— he  had  the  entire  management  of  their 
farm,  and  when  they  died  he  succeeded  to 
the  property.  He  has  prospered  in  all  his 
undertakings,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  200 
acres  of  prime  land.  In  May,  1883,  his 
residence  was  burned  down,  but  he  at  once 
set  to  work  and  built  a yet  finer  one,  which 
he  calls  '‘Hurricane  Hail.” 

On  February  22, 1870,  prior  to  the  death 
of  his  uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  Nichols  was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  TL 
Durkee,  who  was  born  April  14,  1835,  in 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Gamble,  a native  of  5 ork- 
sliire,  England,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Curtis, 
of  Boston,  Mass.  Politically  our  subject 
has  been  a Republican  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  party,  and  has  held  several 
township  offices  of  trust,  lie  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Lodge  iSTo.  399,  at  La- 
Grange,  and  of  Marshall  Chapter,  Elyria. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  ten 
i years  old  when  he  came  to  Avon  town- 
I ship,  received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  home, 
. and  when  he  was  old  enough  to  work  as- 
sisted  in  clearing  the  home  farm.  For 
j four  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  ex-Gov- 
j ernor  Wood  in  Bockport  township,  Cuy- 
ahoga county,  and  then  returned  to  Avon 
township,  in  1S48  locating  on  his  present 
farm  of  245  acres,  which  for  the  most  part 
he  cleared  himself,  and  where  he  has  since 


CHESTER,  who  for  over  sixty 
years  has  been  a resident  of  Avon 
township,  where  for  nearly  half  a 
century  he  has  been  an  industrious 
and  frugal  farmer,  is  a native  of 
England,  born  in  Northamptonshire,  in 
1823. 

He  is  a son  of  William  and  xlmelia 


(Perrin)  Chester,  natives  of  the  same 
county,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Eng- 
land, and  his  widow,  after  marrying  John 
Fretter,  emigrated  with  her  family  in  1833 
to  the  United  States.  They  settled  in 
Avon  township,  Lorain  county,  where  they 
lived  on  rented  land  till  1840,  in  which 
year  they  moved  to  the  farm  where  our 
subject  now  resides.  The  mother  died  in 
Minnesota  about  the  year  1878.  her  second 
husband  passing  away  in  1846  in  Avon 
township,  Lorain  county.  There  were  five 
children  born  to  her  first  marriage,  a brief 
record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  William 

married  and  resided  in  Avon,  where  he 
died  in  1881;  John  died  in  Avon  township 
in  1879;  Job  is  married  and  resides  in 
Rice  county,  Minn.,  where  he  was  the  first 
settler;  R.  is  the  subject  of  these  lines; 
Matilda  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Blanch- 
ett  and  died  in  Avon  township  in  1887. 
Our  subject  had  two  stepsisters,  viz.:  Eliz- 
abeth, who  married  Luke  Cheney,  and 
moved  to  Rice  county,  Minn.,  where  she 
died  in  1880;  and  Lucy,  who  married 
Joseph  Spriggs,  and  also  moved  to  Rice 
county,  M}nn.,  where  she  died  in  1885. 


been  assiduously  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing.  In  1852  lie  was  married,  in  Elyria 
township,  Lorain  county,  to  Miss  Eliza 
Mitchell,  a native  of  Northamptonshire, 
England,  and  children  were  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  Elizabeth  Ann,  who  died  in 
1864  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Clara,  who 
died  in  1892  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years;  Job,  residing  at  home;  Mary  Ann ; 
Agnes  Jane;  and  Reuben  Albert.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Chester  is  a Republican. 


*1°^  R.  LI.  L.  HALL,  a well-known  young 
physician  and  surgeon  of  North 
Amherst,  was  born  May  17,  1860, 
at  Jefferson,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio. 
His  grandfather,  Daniel  Hall,  was  a native 

O 

of  Connecticut,  and  in  a very  early  day 
came  westward  to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio. 
O.  L.  Hall,  son  of  this  early  pioneer,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and  was  reared  in 
Ashtabula  county.  He  was  married  to 
Laura  Hyde,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
whose  father,  Gates  Hyde,  was  born  in 
Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  one  of 
the  earliest  pioneers  of  Lenox  township, 
Ashtabula  county,  where  he  assisted  in 
clearing  a farm.  Air.  Hall  followed  the 

cl  ^ 

profession  of  a teacher.  He  died  in  1885 
at  Alacon,  Ga. ; his  widow  is  now  living  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Dr.  II.  L.  Hall  was  reared  in  his  native 


county,  and  received  his  education  at  Grand 
River  Institute,  Anstinburgh,  Ohio.  In 
1881  he  entered  the  Aledical  Department 
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of  the  Western  Reserve  University,  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  Graduating  with  the  class  of 

1884,  and  afterward  spent  eighteen  months 
at  the  Lakeside  Hospital,  also  in  Cleve- 
land, graduating  therefrom  in  October, 

1885.  He  then  came  to  North  Amherst, 
which  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and 
where  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  general 
practice;  he  is  now  medical  examiner  for 
seven  old-line  life-insurance  companies. 

In  June,  1885,  the  Doctor  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
with  Miss  Hattie  A.  Tinker,  a native  of 
that  county.  They  are  both  mem  hers  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he 
has  tilled  several  offices.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  independent,  and  he  takes  an 
active  interest  in  everything  tending  to  the 
advancement  of  his  community.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  North  Amherst  Lodge 
Ho.  74,  K.  of  P. 


ORDON  W.  BAKER,  senior  mem- 
|(  y her  of  the  well-known  clothing  firm, 
in  Elyria,  of  Baker  & Foster,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  established  merchants 
in  the  city.  lie  is  a native  of 
Northamptonshire,  England,  born  June  2, 
1888,  a son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Gau- 
dern)  Baker,  of  the  same  place,  who  emi- 
grated to  the  Lmited  States  when  the 

O t 

subject  of  these  lines  was  yet  a boy,  lo- 
cating in  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Richard  Baker  enjoys  a wide  repu- 
tation as  one  of  the  most  prominent 
stockmen  in  the  Buckeye  State.  He  was 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  State  Fair  an- 
nually held  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  for' 
several  years  was  president  and  a director 
of  that  Association;  was  one  of  the  first  to 
introduce  into  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  the 
famous  Shorthorn  cattle,  and  it  is  said 
owned  the  first  herd  of  that  breed  exhibited 
in  these  parts.  To  the  rearing  of  not  only 
fine-bred  cattle  but  also  horses,  as  well  as 
general  agriculture,  has  Mr.  Baker  devoted 
the  greater  part  of  his  useful  life. 


Gordon  "W.  Baker  received  his  primary 
! education  at  the  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
J hood  of  his  place  of  birth,  which  he 
1 supplemented  in  this  country  with  con- 
l siderable  application  to  books  and  study  as 
j opportunity  offered.  Leaving  his  father’s 
farm  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  en- 
gaged his  services  as  clerk  to  a general 
merchant  in  Elyria,  but  this  employer 
going  out  of  business,  Mr.  Baker  soon 
found  another  opening,  with  Starr  Bros., 
which  position  he  filled  with  much  credit 
j for  some  four  or  five  years.  He  then  en- 
i tered  the  employ  of  Baldwin,  Lanndon  & 
Nelson,  the  then  leading  mercantile  house 
j of  Elyria,  and  here  he  did  efficient  work 
; for  several  years,  becoming  at  the  same 
1 time  thoroughly  conversant  with  all 
I branches  of  mercantile  trade,  makino-  his 


I mark  for  application  to  business  and  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  all  departments  of  the 
same.  From  the  successors  of  the  above- 
named  firm  he  purchased  the  clothing  de- 
partment of  their  business,  and  received 
into  partnership  Frank  H.  Foster,  the  style 
| of  the  firm  becoming  Baker  & Foster,  as  it 
j at  present  remains.  Through  his  long 
| connection  with  mercantile  pursuits,  Mr. 
! Baker  gained  for  himself  a very  extensive 
| acquaintance,  and  his  sturdy  Anglo-Saxon 
; qualities  of  integrity,  liberality  and  candor 
; gained  for  him  a host  of  personal  friends 
| and  the  utmost  confidence  of  the  public. 
He  soon  became  the  lead  in  or  clothier  of 

O 

Elyria,  which  he  continues  to  be.  Mr. 
Baker  has  often  remarked  that  just  as  a 
man  has  gained  sufficient  knowledge  of 
business  to  find  a real  pleasure  in  it.  the 
best  part  of  his  life  has  passed,  and  he  is 
compelled  to  withdraw  into  retirement. 

In  1872  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  New  York  State,  with  Miss 
Charlotte  Alice  LinnelLa  native  of  North- 
amptonshire, England,  to  which  country 
the  happy  couple  made  their  wedding  trip. 
To  this  union  were  born  two  children, 
named,  respectively,  Alice  Maud  Mary  and 
Annie.  Louise.  The  family  reside  in  a 
handsome  home  on  Washington  avenue, 
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Elyria.  Mr.  Baker  is  a Republican,  and 
lie  attends  the  services  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  In  political,  religious  and  all 
other  views,  public  or  private,  he  is  liberal, 
always  respecting  the  rights  of  every  man 
to  his  own  opinion  and  judgment.  He  is 
a stockholder  in  and  director  of  the  Elyria 
Savings  Deposit  Bank  Co.,  and  a member 
and  director  of  the  Elyria  Savings  and  Loan 
Company. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a great  reader,  and  keeps 
himself  well  informed  on  all  public  ques- 
tions. He  has  a special  fondness  for  live 
stock  of  all  descriptions,  and  is  a good 
judge  of  same.  He  breeds  extensively, 
and  organized  a company  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  and  perpetuating  a line  of 
fine  stock  in  Colorado,  where  he  has  an  in- 
terest in  a ranch,  and  a considerable  amount 
of  means  invested.  A traveler  of  no  little 
experience,  he  has  made  several  trips  to 
Europe,  visiting  his  old  home  in  England 
and  places  of  interest  on  the  Continent. 


iOSEPH  H.  BALDWIN,  one  of  the 
] leading,  intelligent  and  progressive 
! agriculturists  of  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Addison  county, 
Vt.,  in  1824,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Esther 
(Wilson)  Baldwin,  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  the  father  born  in  1785,  the 
mother  in  1794. 

Thomas  Baldwin,  who  was  a wagon- 
maker  by  trade,  left  the  paternal  roof  in 
early  life,  and,  for  a time  sojourning  in  Ver- 
mont, married  there.  In  1n32  he  removed 
to  Chautauqua  county,  X.  Y.,  whence  in 
1836  he  came  to  Brownhelm  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where,  he  bought  a farm 
and  spent  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  died 
in  1868.  his.  widow  in  1881.  In  politics  j 
he  was  first  a Whig,  afterward  a Republi-  1 
can.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  Baldwin,  viz.:  Lucus,  now  a 
resident  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio;  Joseph 
II.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Julia,  who 
died  in  1852;  and  three  children  who  died 

40 


in  infancy.  On  the  father’s  side  the  fam- 
ily claim  Welsh  descent;  on  the  mother’s 
they  are  of  Scotch  lineage. 

Up  to  the  age  of  twelve  years  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  the  States  of 
Vermont  and  New  York,  and,  after  coming 
to  Ohio  in  1830  with  his  parents,  attended 
[ for  a time  the  district  schools  of  Byown  - 
I helm  township,  Lorain  county.  Learning 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  he  worked 
in  the  shipyards  at  Vermillion,  Erie 
county,  much  of  the  time  until  1863,  when 
he  settled  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  con- 
sisting of  eio’hty-five  acres  in  Brownhelm 
township,  Lorain  county.  While  engaged 
in  the  business  of  farming  Mr.  Baldwin 
has  increased  his  farm  by  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional land,  until  now  he  has  a well- 
improved  farm  of  163  acres  of  first-class 
land,  on  which  he  still  resides. 

Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  thrice  married, 
the  first  time  in  1851.  to  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Aslienhurst,  by  which  union  three  children 
were  born:  Henry  T.,  a blacksmith  by 
trade,  now  residing  at  Berlin  Heights, 

' O O f 

Ohio;  William  A.,  a railroad  employe, 
who  was  killed  while,  coupling  cars,  July 
7,  1883;  and  Charlie,  who  died  in  infancy. 
This  wife  died  September  5,  1864,  and  in 
December.  1865,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Adeline  Hardy,  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Hardy,  a pioneer  of  Erie  county,  Ohio.  To 
this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely : 
Frank  O.,  who  has,  attended  school  and 
taught  for  the  past  five  or  six  years,  he 
havincr  crraduated  from  the  Commercial  De- 

O O 

partment  of  the  Ohio  Normal  University 
(September,  18921,  and  the  Business  De- 
partment of  the  Tri-State  Normal  College 
(October,  1893),  the  degree  of  B.  C.  S. 
beino-  conferred  upon  him  by  each  institu- 
tion; and  Charles  A.,  a farmer  who  resides 
at  home  with  his  father.  The  mother  of 
these  departed  this  life  April  21, 1890,  and 
February  14,  1892,  the  subject 'of  our 
sketch  married  Mrs.  May  E.  Howey,  a na- 
tive of  Missouri,  and  a lady  of  culture  and 
refinement  (she  has,  by  her  former  bus- 
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band,  one  child,  a son,  who  is  a successful 
telegraph  operator  in  the  AVest). 

In  his  political  faith  Air.  Baldwin  is  a 
stanch  Republican;  he  has  served  as  town- 
ship trustee  several  years,  ami  is  now 
president  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  his 
township. 


dpACOB  GOODMAN  (deceased)  was 
1 1 born  September  13,  ISIS,  in  Seneca 
y countv,  N.  Y.,  to  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Meyer)  Goodman,  who  about 
the  year  1833  came  to  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  from  the  East,  settling  in  the  woods 
of  Brunswick  township. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  early  day,  but  beiDg  one  of  a large 
family  of  children,  twelve  in  number,  did 
not  enjoy  many  educational  advantages. 
In  December,  1849,  he  married  Alary  Euga, 
a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  born  Decem- 
ber 11,  1828,  daughter  of  Jacob  Euga, 
who  came  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  1 ;34,  landing  in  New  York  after 
a three  weeks’  passage.  Thence  they  pro- 
ceeded by  Hudson  river  and  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  from  which  city  they  came 
by  lake  to  Cleveland,  thence  by  road  to 
Liverpool  township,  Aledina  county,  where 
the  father  bought  a small  tract  of  land 
totally  unimproved,  on  which  he  erected  a 
log  house,  and  where  his  family  were 
reared.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Goodman  located  on  a farm,  where  he  had 
previously  resided,  in  Grafton  township, 
Lorain  county,  and  here  a new  log  cabin 
was  erected.  On  this  farm  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them:  Sarah,  Airs. 
Frederick  AVise,  of  Eaton  township;  Char- 
lotte, Airs.  AY.  E.  Saddler,  of  Bloomdale, 
AYood  Co.,  Ohio;  Adaline,  Airs.  Charles 
Reisinger,  of  Grafton  township;  Alary, 
now  Airs.  Edward  Killup  (her  first  hus- 
band, Henry  Reisinger,  was  killed  by 
lightning  in  Columbia  township!,  and 
Charles.  About  the  year  1861  Air.  Good- 
man built  the  frame  house  in  which  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  Sep- 


tember 20,  1884,  after  a lingerino-  illness; 
his  remains  were  interred  in  Belden  ceme- 
tery. lie  was  a lifelong  successful  farmer, 
and  his  death  was  hastened  by  overwork, 
as  lie  was  a most  energetic  man  in  all  his 
undertakings.  In  politics  he  was  an  en- 
thusiastic Democrat,  and  though  not  a 
member  of  school  board,  was  a strong  ad- 
vocate of  free  schools  and  compulsory  edu- 
cation. In  matters  of  religion  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Belden,  as  is  also  his  widow,  who  con- 
' tin  lies  to  reside  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  under  the  management  of  her 
son  Charles,  a brief  sketch  of  whom  is 
here  given. 

Charles  Goodman  was  born  in  Alarch, 
1862,  in  Grafton  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  and  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  district  schools.  On  August  1.  1888, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hattie  D. 
Bradley,  who  was  born  in  Alouee,  111., 
February  17,  1870,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Eleanor  (Harper)  Bradley,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Alary  E., 

; Bert  B.,  and  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy. 

; After  marriage  Air.  Goodman  continued 
i to  reside  on  the  old  farm,  which  now  com- 
j prises  244  acres  of  prime  land,  for  his  age 
controlling  more  land  than  any  other 
farmer  in  the  township,  and  he  long  since 
gave  evidences  of  his  competency  to  do  so. 
He  is  a typical  “hustler,”  and  one  of  the 
! most  prosperous  go-ahead  and  wide-awake 
I young  farmers  of  Grafton.  In  politics  he 
follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  being 
an  uncompromising  Democrat. 


Ti  FRANCIS  HARMON,  the  well- 
*.  S'  known  druggist  of.Oberlin,  was  born 
Kj?  in  Randolph,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio, 
January  22,  1836,  a son  of  Chaun- 
cey  and  Comfort  (Dickinson)  Ilarmon. 
The  father  of  subject  was  born  in  Berk- 
shire county,  Mass.,  in  1796,  and  in  1816 
came  west  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Randolph, 
Portage  county,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
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ing  UP  f°  ^ie  time  of  his  death  in  18G2. 
In  1821  lie  married  Comfort  Dickinson, 
who  was  born  in  Granville,  Conn.,  and  in 
1S0G  came  west  with  her  parents.  Both 
families  were  of  English  ancestry. 

J.  F.  Harmon  was  educated  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  place,  and  at 
Oberlin,  whither  he  had  come  when  yet  in 
his  “teens.”  On  leaving  school  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  printer,  and 
after  a three-years  apprenticeship,  he  and 
V.  A.  Shankland  purchased,  in  1858,  the 
Evangelist , a weekly  paper  in  Oberlin, 
which  they  continued  to  publish  jointly  till 
during  the  Civil  war,  when  fired  with  the 
spirit  of  patriotism  Mr.  Harmon  entered 
the  service  of  the  Union,  having  previously 
sold  out  his  interest  to  his  partner;  but  the 
paper  collapsed  during  the  war  period. 
There  was  another  periodical  established  in 
1858,  and  published  in  the  Evangelist  office, 
entitled  The  Oberlin  Students'’  Monthly, 
the  students  of  Oberlin  College  supplying 
the  editorial  matter,  and  this  also  “came 
to  grief”  during  those  troublous  days. 
They  also  established  the  Lorain  County 
News  in  1860,  which  under  the  title  of 
Oberlin  Neves  is  still  published. 

Our  subject  enlisted  April  19,  1861,  in 
Company  C,  Seventh  0.  Y.  I.,  in  the  three 
months  service,  and  went  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  as  corporal,  there  to  join  his  regi- 
ment. Thence  they  proceeded  to  Camp 
Dennison,  where  they  were  drilled  till  the 
end  of  the  following  June.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  Mr.  Harmon  reenlisted 
for  three  years,  as  did  also  nearly  every 
member  of  the  company.  They  were 
then  ordered  to  "West  Virginia,  where  they 
spent  their  first  summer  and  fall,  and  at 
the  affair  at  Cross  Lanes,  where  they  en- 
countered Gen.  Floyd’s  force,  about  thirty 
of  the  company  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
some  died  of  their  wounds.  In  December, 
1861,  the  regiment  proceeded  to  central 
A irginia,  and  participated  in  the  engage- 
ment at  'Winchester  with  Gen.  “Stone- 
wall” Jackson’s  force,  in  which  four  or 
five  of  Company  C were  killed;  thence 


they  moved  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
where  they  remained  during  April,  May 
and  June,  1862,  and  the  regiment  did 
good  service  at  the  battles  of  Fort  Repub- 
lic and  Cedar  Mountain,  where  they  lost 
many  men,  killed  and  wounded.  They 
then  served  in  what  is  known  as  Pope’s 
Campaign,  and  at  the  battle  of  Antiefam 
they  again  lost  several  men.  Shortly  after 
this  last  battle,  the  brigade  to  which  the 
Seventh  was  attached  went  into  camp  on 
Bolivar  Heights.  Harper’s  Ferry.  In  the 
spring  of  1863  the  Seventh  again  encoun- 
tered the  enemy,  this  time  at  Chancel lors- 
ville,  where  it  lost  heavily.  In  June,  same 
year,  they  were  at  Gettysburg,  Penn.,  and 
did  gallant  service.  From  there  they  were 
ordered  to  New  York  to  assist  in  quelling 
the  riots;  about  September  1.  following, 
they  returned  and  occupied  the  old  camp 
on  the  Rapidan.  Soon  after,  with  the 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  under  Gen.  Hook- 
er, they  were  transferred  to  the  Western 
Department,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge. 
Two  days  later,  at  Ringgold,  in  storming 
the  heights  of  Taylor’s  Ridge,  the  gallant 
Seventh  were  severely  handled,  and  re- 
pulsed with  a loss  of  nineteen  killed  and 
sixtv-one  wounded,  only  one  commissioned 
officer  being  left  uninjured.  In  January, 
1861,  the  regiment  returned  to  its  old 
camp  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  where  it  passed 
the  winter  in  comparative  quiet.  In  the 
spring  of  the  year  they  saw  some  service 
at  Resaea  and  elsewhere,  and  this  ended 
their  campaign,  for  in  June  they  were 
mustered  out,  and  returned  home.  Of  the 
original  1,000  men  of  the  Seventh  Ohio 
only  about  270  were  left,  and  of  the  one 
hundred  original  members  of  Company  C, 
only  seventeen  answered  their  names  at  the 
muster-out  roil. 

On  Mr.  Harmon’s  return  home  he  bought 
an  interest  in  the  Oberlin  Neics , and  a 
short  time  afterward  purchased  the  entire 
concern,  and  this  paper  he  conducted  dur- 
um- the  summer  of  l805,  when  he  sold  out. 
For  nine  years  thereafter  lie  was  postmas- 
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ter  at  Oberlin,  at  the  close  of  which  in- 
cumbency (in  1874)  he  embarked  in  the 
drug  business  in  the  same  town,  and  has 
continued  it  ever  since,  enjoying  an  excel- 
lent trade. 

In  1804  dNIr.  Harmon  was  married  to 
Miss  Cecelia  C.  Yiles,  who  was  born  in 
Camden  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, daugh- 
ter of  'William  and  Dorlisca  (Heath)  Yiles, 
and  by  this  union  there  is  one  son,  YYill- 
iain,  who  recently  graduated  at  the. Massa- 
chusetts School  of  Pharmacy  in  Boston.  ■ 
Mr.  Harmon,  in  his  political  predilections, 
has  always  been  a straight  Republican,  and 
his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Lin- 
coln. In  the  G.  A.  It.  Post,  Xo.  364,  Ober- 
lin, he  has  been  quartermaster,  adjutant 
and  commander. 


ILLIAM  H.  PHILLIPS.  This 
gentleman  is  the  oldest  living  set- 
tier  of  Eaton  township,  having 
been  a resident  of  same  for  the 
past  sixty-seven  years,  during  which  time 
he  has  seen  the  wild  woods  give  place  to 
fertile  farms,  and  the  untutored  Indian 
and  tierce  animals  of  the  forest  vanish  be- 
fore the  inevitable  onward  march  of  civil- 
ization. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  a native  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  born  in  Greene  county  in  1809, 
a son  of  Henry  J.  and  Abigail  (Finch) 
Phillips,  also  of  New  York  State,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married.  In  1826 
they  migrated  westward  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  settling  in  October  of  that  year  in 
Eaton  township,  our  subject  being  then  a 
lad  of  seventeen  summers.  The  father 
was  a wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  made  the 
first  wagon  used  on  Butternut  Ridge.  Pie 
died  in  Eaton  township,  February  11, 1804; 
he  was  a lieutenant  in  the  State  militia 
during  the  war  of  1812.  The  mother  had 
passed  away  July  13,  1833.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
'William  II.,  subject  proper  of  sketch;  De- 
borah, married,  who  died  some  years  ago 


! 
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in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Edward,  married,  who 
was  a sailor  on  Lake  Erie,  and  was  wrecked 
October  24,  1851,  on  the  “Henry  Clay;'” 
Catherine,  who  was  the  wife  of  William 
Webster,  and  died  in  Carlisle  township, 
Lorain  county;  Jeremiah,  who  died  in 
Boone  county,  111.,  in  1891;  Mary,  who 
was  the  wife  of  William  Webster,  and 
died  in  Texas  in  1891;  Martin  O.,  who 
died  in  Wisconsin;  Savilla  W.,  wife  of 
Samuel  Sweeley,  residing  at  Adel,  Iowa; 
and  Abbie,  who  is  the  wife  of  "William 
White,  of  Denison,  Texas. 

William  IP.  Phill ip  is  received  part  of 
his  education  in  Ithaca,  N.  lr.,  and  part  in 
the  old  log  schoolhouse  of  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  county.  He  learned  wagon  making 
with  his  father,  and  followed  the  trade 
some  years;  he  made  for  his  own  use  the 
first  buggy  that  ever  ran  on  Butternut ' 
Ridge,  Eaton  township.  For  the  past 
sixty  years  or  so  he  has  given  his  attention 
exclusively  to  his  farm. 

In  1840  Mr.  Phillips  was  married,  in 
Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county,  to  Maria 
S.  Slater,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  daughter  of  Johiel  Slater,  who  died 
in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county. 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: William  A.,  an  oculist  and  aurist  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  a member  of  the 
Faculty  of  the  College  of  Homeopathy, 
Cleveland,  who  has  been  at  college  some 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and  graduated 
from  the  New  YYrk  Institute  fur  the  Eye 
(he  married  Marian  Nickerson,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Roland);  Edgar  A.,  who  en- 
listed in  Elyria,  Lorain  county,  and  was  shot 
during  the  retreat  from  Martin’s  P’erry, 
Ya. ; Edward  E.,  who  is  married  to  Mary 
Schuyler,  is  a professor  in  Marietta  Col- 
lege (he  has  been  engaged  in  educational 
work  all  his  life,  and  has  visited  Europe): 
Corda.  C.  is  the  wife  of  Ezra  Atwater,  and 
lives  in  Newburgh,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio; 
Lena  M.,  the  wife  of  P).  PI.  Stevenson, 
resides  in  Eaton  township,  Lorain  county, 
and  has  one  child — Phil  W.  The  mother 
of  this  family  was  called  to  her  long  home 
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in  1868.  Politically  Mr.  Phillips  is  a 
Republican,  formerly  a Democrat,  and  he 
voted  for  Gen.  Jackson.  lie  served  as 
assessor  of  Eaton  township  for  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  as  justice  of  the  peace 
about  twenty  years;  has  also  been  super- 
visor and  member  of  the  school  board,  lie 
is  a member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 


D.  FOOT.  Dell  Foot,  the  courte- 

w,  ous,  obliging  and  popular  “mine 

Ji  host”  of  a leading  hotel  and  livery 

A i in  Wellincrton,  is  a native  of  Lorain 

county,  born  September  21,  1S36, 

in  Huntington  township. 

Amos  Foot,  father  of  subject,  was  born 

March  5,  1812,  in  Chester,  Hampden  Co.. 

Mass.,  and  in  1885  came  to  Ohio,  locating 

in  Huntington  township,  Lorain  county. 

He  brouyjit  with  him  one  hundred  and 
© * 

fifty  dollars  in  cash,  which  latter  he  in- 
vested in  fifty  acres  of  land.  He  manned 
Miss  Mary  Chapman,  a native  of  Mont- 
gomery, Hampden  Co.,  Mass.,  and  for 
years  thereafter  he  followed  farming;  then 
became  a preacher  in  the  Wesleyan  Church, 
holding  forth  for  a considerable  time  in 
Avon,  Lorain  county,  afterward  in  Olm- 
sted Falls,  Cuyahoga  county.  Returning 
east  he  preached  for  ten  years  at  Cochit- 
uate,  Mass.,  near  Boston,  where  his  wife 
died  April  20,  1869,  and  then  once  more 
came  to  Lorain  county,  where  he  married 
his  second  wife,  his  last  days  being  spent 
at  the  home  of  his  son,  our  subject.  He 
died  in  1888,  his  second  wife  in  1882.  He 
was  a very  large  man,  in  his  prime  weierh- 
ing  some  290  pounds,  and  he  had  a voice 
remarkable  for  its  strength  and  volume. 

O 

lie  had  two  children — G.  1).  and  Emma 
J.  (wife  of  George  Royce,  of  Wellington) 
— by  his  first  wife,  none  by  his  second. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  wTas  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  on  the  farm  of  his 
father,  with  whom  lie  lived  until  1856, 
when  he  purchased  the  farm.  To  the 
original  tract  he  added  until  he  had 


500  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  could  be  found 
in  the  township,  and  carried  on  general 
farming,  including  dairying  and  stock- 
raising.  During  seven  years  he  milked 
an  average  of  one  hundred  cows,  and 
dealt  in  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  In  1873 
he  moved  to  Wellington,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  and  livery  business,  his 
house  being  most  complete  in  every  re- 
spect, fitted  with  water  and  gas  supply, 
although  there  is  neither  system  in  the 
.town - -in  fact  it  is  essentially  a metropoli- 
tan hotel. 

In  1856  Mr.  Foot  married  Matilda 
Rush,  who  was  born  in  Greene  county, 
Penn.,  and  they  had  live  children,  viz. : 
Celia,  Lucy,  Jessie,  Dell  and  Orrie,  of 
! whom  Celia  married  E.  I).  Bush,  a suc- 
1 cessful  farmer  and  proprietor  of  a meat 
market;  she  died  in  January,  1891,  aged 
thirty-six  years,  leaving  four  children, 
Walter,  Charles,  Fred  and  George.  Lucy 
i married  George  Lambert,  one  of  the  firm 
of  the  Wellington  Milliner  Co.,  and  has  two 

O O 

j children,  Robert  and  Celia.  Jessie  married 
Chris.  McDermott,  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Machine  Co.,  at  Wellington,  and 
has  three  children,  Lucile,  James,  and 
Louise.  Mr.  Foot  in  his  political  faith  is 
a stanch  Republican.  Personally  he  is 
most  affable,  good-natured,  social,  and  is 
in  every  respect,  as  a caterer  to  the  wants 
of  the  public,  “ the  right  man  in  the  right 
place.” 


ORELL  E.  SEELY,  a prominent 
and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Brighton 
township,  is  a son  of  Humphrey 
S.  Seely,  who  was  born  November 
22,  1817,  in  Oneida  county,  N.  7 ., 
and  whose  father,  Cornelius,  was  born 
in  the  same  county  September  3,  1796,  a 
son  of  Daniel.  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  the  last  named,  while  fishing  with 
some  other  boys,  was  kidnapped  by  the 
“Tories,”  and  induced  to  enter  the  British 
service,  which  he  did,  acting  in  the  capac- 
ity of  officer's  servant. 
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Cornelias  Seely,  grandfather  of  subject, 
in  IS  17  married  Rachel  Smith,  who  was 
born  October  1,  1800,  in  Xew  York,  only 
daughter  of  Thomas  Smith,  a farmer  and 
cooper.  The  children  by  this  union  were 
the  following:  Humphrey  S. ; Joseph  IV., 
who  died  in  Kansas;  Thomas,  an  M.  E. 
minister  of  Ann  Arbor,  "Xlich.;  Esther  A., 
widow  of  John  Cockrel.  deceased;  Almira 
H„  widow  of  William  Hubbard,  a tailor, 
who  died  in  the  service  during  the  Civil 
war;  Phebe,  who  married  Hart  Smith,  and. 
died  in  Yew  York  State;  Daniel  F.,  a 
farmer  of  Waukesha,  Wis.  (he  was  form- 
erly in  the  lumber  business);  Phineas,also 
a farmer  of  Waukesha,  A V is,;  Renette,  who 
died  of  scarlet  fever  when  six  years  old; 
Amanda,  deceased  in  infancy;  James  W., 
a farmer  of  Ridgeville  township;  Floren- 
tine, who  married  Asa  Frarv,  and  died  in 
Canaan,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio;  Rachel  X.,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Ursula,  wife  of  William 
Vandervere,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  Elroy 
Me.,  who  served  in  the  same  regiment  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  died  in  the 
hospital  at  Xashville,  Tenn.  Cornelius 
Seely,  who  was  a lifelong  farmer,  came  in 
1821  to  Lorain  county.  Ohio,  with  his  fam- 
ily, consisting  then  of  a wife  and  three 
children,  the  journey  being  made  with  a 
Covered  two-horse  wagon,  which  conveyed 
two  families,  for  his  brother,  Daniel,  wife 
and  child  accompanied  them.  (This child,  by 
name  William,  became  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal divine,  was  presiding  elder,  and  was 
superannuated).  The  party  camped  out  by 
the  roadside  at  such  times  as  taverns  could 
not  be  reached  by  nioht,  and  thev  were 
kindly  treated  wherever  they  went.  Their 
route  was  by  way  of  Cleveland,  where  they 
forded  the  Cuyahoga  river,  then  traveled 
along  the  beach  of  Lake  Erie  to  Avon 
township,  where  the  brothers  secured  a 
tract  of  land  of  300  acres,  north  of  the 
ridge,  by  trading  his  farm  in  Xew  York 
State  for  it.  The  laud  was  all  covered  with 
timber  and  underbrush,  but  by  dint  of 
hard  work  and  incessant  toil  they  succeeded 
in  making  a clearim?  for  their  farm,  and 


on  it  built  a loo  house  to  shelter  both 
families,  but  afterward  each  had  a cabin. 
Money  was  a scarce  commodity,  and  the 
brothers  would  make  a journey  on  foot  to 
j Cleveland,  a distance  of  twenty  miles,  and 
the  same  day  after  arrival  each  cut  an 
; average  of  four  cords  of  wood.  About  the 
j year  1840  Cornelius  Seely  moved  to  Wis- 
consin, locating  for  some  time  near  Wan- 
kesha,  and  then  returned  to  Avon  town- 
ship. Here  he  died  March  4,  1800,  and 
his  remains  lie  buried  in  Avon  cemetery. 
He  was  a pillar  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  serv- 
ing as  class-leader  and  in  various  offices. 
Mr.  Seely  had  been  twice  married  ; his  first 
wife,  Rachel,  died  October  18,  1843,  and 
for  his  second  spouse  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Mary  Cadwell,  nee  House,  widow  of  Capt. 
Cadwell  (her  first  husband  was  a Air.  Kin- 
ney), whom  she  married  in  Xew  York, 
j She  died  in  her  ninety-third  year  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Airs.  Leavitt  Tay- 
lor. in  Elyria,  Ohio.  Air.  Seely  had  no 
| children  by  this  union. 

Humphrey  S.  Seely,  father  of  subject, 
received  his  primary  education  at  the  sub- 
! scriptiou  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
after  reaching  maturity  attended  select 
school,  later  the  seminary  at  Xorwalk,  the 
principal  thereof  being  Bishop  Thompson, 
who  died  while  on  a trip  around  the  world. 

I Air.  Seely  was  a man  of  considerable  abil- 
ity, and  advanced  rapidly  in  his  studies. 
He  remained  on  his  father's  farm  till  after 
his  marriage,  when  he  located  on  that’ of 
his  father-in-law  for  two  or  three  years, 
lie  then  bought  wild  land  in  Bricditon 
township,  same  county,  and  here  cleared  a 
farm,  remaining  on  same  until  1889,  when 
he  removed  to  Wellington  village,  in  the 
township  of  that  name,  where  he  is  now 
living  a retired  life.  On  March  25,  1841, 
he  married  Aliss  Cordelia  Loveland,  who 
was  born  Xovember  12,  1823,  in  Brighton 
township,  a daughter  of  Leonard  II.  and 
Alargaret  Y.  ( Whitlock)  Loveland  (a  sketch 
; of  whom  immediately  follows),  and  two 
; children  were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Morell 
j E.,  subject  of  this  memoir;  and  Amina  R., 
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born  November  6,  1843,  now  Mrs.  John 
Eddy,  of  Wellington;  her  first  husband 
was  Oliver  Rulison,  who  during  the  Civil 
war  served  in  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  and 
died  from  injuries  received  in  the  war. 
The  mother  of  these  died  March  23,  1852, 
and  was  buried  in  Loveland  cemetery, 
which  was  situated  on  the  home  farm.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Seely  married,  in 
1852,  Mi  ss  Julia  Crosby,  born  December 
23,  1825,  in  Brighton  township,  Lorain 
county,  a daughter  of  John  Crosby,  a pio- 
neer of  same.  Two  children  came  to  this 
union,  viz.:  DeForestC.,  born  October  12, 
1858,  died  April  26,  1878;  and  Dwight 
F.,  born  July  9,  1860,  a farmer  of  Brigh- 
ton township.  This  wife  was  called  from 
earth  Aucrust  13,  1876,  and  was  buried  in 
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Brighton  cemetery.  Mr.  Seely’s  present 
wife,  whom  he  married  February  14, 
1877,  was  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Andrus  (nee 
Smith),  widow  of  John  Andrus.  In  politics 
Mr.  Seely  is  a Prohibition-Republican, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  devout  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  respected  and  honored 
by  the  entire  community. 

Morell  E.  Seely,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  May  22,  1842,  in 
Brighton  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  on 
the  farm  lie  now  owns  and  lives  on.  He 
received  a liberal  education  at  the  schools 
of  his  district,  his  first  teacher  beiim  Sarah 
Boardman,  and  under  his  father’s  careful 
tuition  he  was  thoroughly  posted  in  the 
business  of  general  farminc.  On  August 
5,  1862,  lie  enlisted,  in  Brighton  town- 
ship, in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  sent  to  Camp 
Cleveland  for  purposes  of  drill,  joining  the 
command  at  Covington,  Ivy.  At  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  November  25,  1863,  he  was 
wounded  so  severely  as  to  necessitate,  being 
sent  to  hospital.  After  convalescence  he 
was  furloughed,  and  April  18,  1865,  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service, 
and  returned  to  Brighton  township,  where 
he  worked  one  year  for  his  father.  He 
then  came  to  his  present  farm,  where  his 
grandfather,  Leonard  H.  Loveland,  was 


then  living,  and  with  him  made  his  home 
until  the  death  of  the  latter,  when  the 
farm  was  transferred  by  inheritance  to  our 
subject.  Lie  has  now  214  acres  of  prime 
land,  on  which  he  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing,  including  dairying  on  an  extensive 
scale,  and  lie  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
best  managers  and  financiers  among  the 
agriculturists  of  his  township.  As  a 
steady,  progressive  farmer,  he  has  no  su- 
perior, and  in  many  ways  is  a leader  in 
the  community. 

On  September  30,  1868,  Mr.  Seely  was 
married  to  Miss  Rachel  Rulison,  who  was 
born  February  5,  1852,  daughter  of  James 
Rulison.  Site  died  without  issue  March 
28,  1873,  and  was  buried  in  Brighton 
cemetery,  and  Mr.  Seely  married,  May  IS, 
1874,  her  sister,  Cordelia,  born  March  IS, 
1849.  The  children  by  this  union  are 
Herbert  E.,  born  March  2,  1875,  clerk  in 
a bank  at  Oberlin,  Ohio;  and  Leonard  E., 
born  March  22,  1877,  residing  at  home, 
who  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  me- 
chanics, especially  in  electricity,  and  who 
is  somewhat  of  a genius  in  that  direction. 
In  his  political  preferences  our  subject  is 
a stanch  Republican,  and  has  frequently 
been  elected  to  office,  but  invariably  de- 
clined to  serve. 

Leonard  H.  Loveland  (deceased),  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  Morell  E.  Seely,  was 
a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  South- 
held,  Berkshire  county,  October  3,  1794, 
a son  of  Abner  Loveland,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
was  educated  at  the  common  schools,  and 
studied  in  spare  hours  at  night  by  the 
flickering  light  of  a burning  pine  log,  thus 
qualifying  himself  for  a teacher,  a voca- 
tion he  followed  two  years  with  marked 
success.  On  March  13,  1820,  he  married, 
at  South  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  Margaret  V. 
Whitlock,  born  in  that  town  September 
10,  1802,  and  three  children  were  born  to 
them:  Abner.  Cordelia  and  Emeline.  The 
mother  of  these  died  October  3,  1860,  in 
j Wellington,  Lorain  county,  and  on  August 
I 3,  1862,  Mr.  Loveland  married  Mrs.  Anna 
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Rulison,  who  was  burn  December  22, 1809, 
in  Knox  county,  N.  Y.  He  passed  from 
earth  An  crust  18,  1887,  and  was  buried  in 
Brighton  cemetery.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat  until  the  firing  on  Port  Sumter, 
after  which  he  united  with  the  Republican 
party.  lie  served  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  twenty  years,  county  commissioner 
two  terms,  and  had  charge  of  the  extensive 
land  interests  of  O.  Bliss.  As  a consistent 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  he  was  ever 
a liberal  contributor  to  same.  He  was  a 
man  of  fair  leoal  ability,  excellent  judo-- 
lnent  and  sound  common  sense,  while  his 
unswerving  personal  integrity,  and  the 
general  rectitude  of  his  life,  gained  for 
him  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  was  best  known. 


ETHUK  LOYETT  GARFORD, 
president  of  the  Garford  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  and  Cashier  of  the  Sav- 
ings Deposit  Bank  Co.,  Elyria,  is  a 
native  of  that  town,  born  August  4, 
1858,  and  comes  of  old  English  lineage. 

William  Garford,  his  grandfather,  was 
manager  of  a large  estate  in  England  — 

o o o 

where  his  ancestors  had  lived  for  uenera- 
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tious.  His  son,  George,  father  of  xVrthur 
L.,  was  a native  of  that  country,  born  in 
Northamptonshire,  where  were  passed  the 
earlier  years  of  his  life.  In  1851  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  Lovett,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Hannah  Lovett,  of  Keg- 
worth,  Leicestershire,  England.  Mr.  Lovett 
was  the  proprietor  of  a large  silk  and  lace 
factory,  and  was  a manufacturer  of  wide 
repute.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovett  lived 
to  a ripe  old  age,  and  died  in  Kegwortli 
but  a few  years  ago.  All  but  one  of  their 
children  survive  them.  The  eldest  son, 
John  Lovett,  is  at  present  manager  of  a 
large  factory  in  England,  and  is  a genius 
of  high  merit.  James,  another  son,  served 
for  many  years  in  the  British  Navy,  and 
is  now  on  the  retired  list.  Five  sisters 
arestill  living  in  and  around  Derby,  Derby- 
shire, England. 

7 O 


In  1S58,  .Geo.  Garford,  who  felt  that 
America  offered  more  favorable  opportuni- 
ties for  an  ambitious  young  man,  severed 
his  connection  with  Dr.  Daniels,  a physi- 
cian of  large  practice  and  repute,  in  whose 
service  he  had  been  for  a number  of  years, 
and  came  alone  to  the  United  States  and 
to  Ohio’,  his  wife  and  child,  Geo.  II.,  fol- 
lowing him  to  the  new  western  home  in 
1854.  They  settled  in  Elyria  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  he  had  engaged  in 
landscape  gardening,  and  later  on  in  stock 
farming.  Some  of  the  most  picturesque 
gardens  and  artificial  landscapes  in  Elyria 
to-day  bear  tribute  to  the  early  efforts  of 
Mr.  Garford.  As  a stock  raiser  he  achieved 
a national  reputation.  For  a number  of 
years  his  stock  was  to  be  seen  at  the 
Annual  State  Fairs,  where,  successively, 
he  bore  off  the  hiohest  awards.  For  nine- 
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teen  years  prior  to  1882  he  occupied  the 
Eiywood  Stock  Farm  of  nearly  three  hun- 
dred acres.  Since  1882  he  has  not  been 
actively  engaged  in  farming  personally, 
his  sons,  Geo.  H.  and  Charles  E.,  having 
charge  of  his  interest  in  a large  farm  in 
Ashtabula  county,  which  he  now  owns. 
His  love  for  fine  stock  is  still  manifest, 
however,  as  he  continues  to  raise,  in  a 
small  way,  some  very  fine  horses  at  his 
attractive  home  on  Harrison  street,  in 
Elyria. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Geo.  Garford,  as  follows:  Geo.  II.: 

Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  C.  II.  Miser,  Con- 
neaut,  Ohio:  Kate  S.,  wife  of  Edmund  F. 
Smith,  Buckland,  Mass.;  Arthur  L. ; Ella 
Louise,  wife  of  Samuel  S.  Rockwood,  as- 
sistant cashier,  Savings  Deposit  Bank  Co. ; 
Charles  E. ; Edith  G.,  and  Carrie  M.  The 
mother  and  daughters  are  all  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  father, 
in  politics,  has  always  been  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  the  sons  have  grown  up  in 
like  mind. 

Arthur  L.  Garford  was  named  after  0. 
Arthur  Ely — the  original  owner  of  Ely- 
wood  farm — and  one  of  the  greatest  phi- 
lanthropists who  has  ever  lived  in  Elyria. 
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Thou n-1 1 a vonno-man  when  he  died,  in  1SG5, 
his  name  is  yet  revered,  and  his  memory 
kept  green  by  many  of  the  older  citizens 
who  knew  him,  and  by  the  later  generation 
because  of  his  gitt  of  the  public  library, 
now  one  of  the  greatest  attractions  of  the 
town.  An  attraction  sprung  up  between 
William  Arthur  Ely — only  son  of  the  late 
Charles  Arthur  Ely — and  the  subject  of 


our  sketch  in  very  early  boyhood,  and  has 
continued  to  exist  without  interruption 
ever  since.  For  a number  of  years  Arthur 
L.  made  his  home  with  his  friend,  and 
widowed  mother,  and  many  evidences  still 
exist  of  the  regard  in  which  he  was  held 

JO 

while  thus  intimately  associated  with  this 
family.  He  received  a liberal  education 
at  the  public  schools  of  Elyria,  where  he 
graduated  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  One 
year  later  he  entered  the  arena  of  business 
by  accepting  the  cashiership  in  the  large 
importing  house  of  Rice  A Burnett, 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Here  his  natural  ability 
soon  asserted  itself,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  was  promoted  to  head  book- 
keeper, being  then  but  eighteen  years  of 
age.  In  this  capacity  he  remained  until 
April,  18S0,  at  which  lime  he  resigned  on 
account  of  ill  health — later  on  accepting 
the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  Savings 
Deposit  Bank,' of  Elyria. 

In  1882  D.  B.  Andrews,  well  known  as 
one  of  the  most  expert  accountants  in 
northern  Ohio,  resigned  the  position  of 
teller  of  the  above-named  bank,  to  asso- 
ciate himself  with  the  Mercantile  National 
Bank,  of  Cleveland,  and  Mr.  Garford  was 
promptly  installed  in  the  vacancy,  which 
incumbency  he  tilled  until  January  1, 
1888,  when  he  was  promoted  to  assistant 
cashier.  On  the  re-organization  of  the 
bank,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  T.  L.  Nelson, 
its  president,  in  January,  1891,  Mr.  Gar- 
ford  was  further  promoted  to  cashier,  and 
at  the  same  time  was  elected  a director, 
positions  he  yet  holds. 

Outside  the  routine  of  office  Mr.  Gar- 
ford  for  several  years  found  pleasure 
and  invigorating  recreation  in  bicycle 


riding,  and  while  so  engaged,  not  being 
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pleased  with  the  saddle  on  his  machine, 
his  inventive  faculties  were  brought 

O 

into  play,  resulting  in  the  invention 
of  an  improved  bicycle  saddle.  He  had 
no  idea  at  first  of  turning  his  device 
to  any  account,  but  its  originality  and 
value  being  favorably  pronounced  upon  by 
friends,  he  applied  for  and  received  a 
patent,  which  he  at  once  took  steps  to  dis- 
pose of.  Receiving,  however,  but  little 
encouragement  from  proposed  purchasers, 
he  concluded  to  manufacture  his  invention 
himself,  beginning  in  a small  way.  Pros- 
pects  of  success  in  his  enterprise  brighten- 
ing, he  associated  with  him  II.  S.  Eollans- 
bee  and  Fred  N.  Smith,  a partnership  be- 
ing formed  under  the  firm  name  of  ‘“Gar- 
ford  Manufacturing  Co.,”  and  at  once 
proceeded  to  have  the  saddle  placed  on  the 
market,  the  goods  being  manufactured 
by  the  Topliff  & Ely  Co.,  of  Elyria.  This 
was  in  1889-90,  from  which  time  the  busi- 
ness developed  so  rapidly,  and  the  demand 
for  the  goods  increased  so  fast  that  in  No- 
vember, 1891,  the  firm  found  it  expedient 
to  form  an  incorporated  company  under 
the  laws  of  Ohio,  with  a capital  stock  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  old 
company  turning  over  their  patents,  good- 
will and  business  to  the  new  concern  for 
that  amount.  On  May  1,  1892,  the  works 
of  the  Topliff  A Ely  Co.  were  badly  dam- 
aged by  fire,  and  the  saddle  department 
completely  destroyed,  thus  causing  a large 
loss  to  the  Garford  Mfg.  Co. 

After  mature  consideration  the  directors 
of  the  Company  concluded  to  build  a fac- 
tory peculiarly  adapted  to  their  business; 
accordingly,  in  August,  1892.  they  began 
the  construction  of  their  present  factory  in 
Elyria,  the  main  building  of  which  is 
40  x 100  feet,  three  stories  and  basement, 
and  is  admirably  located  directly  alongside 
the  tracks  of  the  Lake  Shore  A Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  a spur  from  which  runs 
to  the  receiving  door  in  the  rear.  The 
basement  is  used  for  heavy  machinery,  the 
blacksmith  shop,  spring  formers,  etc.  The 
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first  floor  contains  the  offices — finished  in 
oak  throughout — the  tool-room  and  the 
polishing- room.  The  second  floor  is  de-  l 
voted  to  nickel-plating,  buffing  and  leather-  ! 
room,  in  which  latter  the  hide,  by  special 
process,  is  transformed  into  the  perfect 
saddle  top.  The  upper  floor  of  all  is  used 
for  shipping  purposes,  stock  and  assem- 
bling;. The  engine  house  is  detached 
from  the  main  building,  and  the  engine 
has  a capacity  of  150  horse-power.  Al- 
though in  1803  the  output  reached  800 
saddles  per  day,  yet  the  supply  proved  in- 
adequate to  the  demand,  and  the  Company  : 
found  it  necessary  to  largely  increase  their 
capacity,  and  have  recently  built  an  addi- 
tion,  containing  coal  sheds  and  enameling- 
room,  providing  ample  storage  accommo- 
dation. Over  one  hundred  men  are  now 
employed  in  all  departments,  and  during 
the  past  six  months  the  factory  turned  out 
the  enormous  number  of  sixty  thousand 
saddles.  In  addition  to  their  own  goods, 
leather  furnishings  for  bicycles  and  sev- 
eral specialties  are  here  made.  The  pres- 
ent Company  at  its  organization  had  among 
its  stockholders  the  following  prominent 
citizens:  Hon. W.  A.  Uranian,  Hon.  Geo. TI. 
Ely,M.M.  Ely,  J.  C.  Hill, Hon.  Parks  Foster, 
W.  A.  Ely,  Gr.  W.  Baker,  F.  H.  Foster,  F. 
P.  Hill,  II.  S.  Follansbee,  F.  X.  Smith, 
and  A.  L.  Garford;  the  directors  being 
Hon.  Geo.  FI.  Ely,  Hon.  Parks  Foster,  A. 
L.  Garford,  F.  X.  Smith  and  H.  S.  Fol- 
lansbee. Mr.  Garford  was  elected  presi- 
dent; II.  S.  Follansbee,  vice-presideut;  and 
F.  X.  Smith,  secretary  and  treasurer.  In 
February,  1893.  a suit  for  infringement 
brought  against  the  Hunt  Manufacturing 
Co.,  competing  saddle  manufacturers,  of 
"Westborough,  Mass.,  resulted  by  way  of 
settlement  in  two-thirds  interest  of  that 
company  being  passed  to  the  Garford  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  and  the  Company  being  at 
once  re-organized  with  a paid-up  capital  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  A.  L.  Garford  being 
elected  president  and  a director  of  same. 

The  Garford  Manufacturing  Co.  is  by 
far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  exclus- 


ive bicycle  saddle  manufacturing  company 
in  the  world,  and  their  product  enjoys  the 
reputation  of  being  the  standard  of  excel- 
lence. and  is  used  almost  exclusively  by 
the  largest  and  best  manufacturers  of  hi- 
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cycles  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Garford 
and  his  associates  have  become  very  widely 
and  favorably  known  among  tiie  Cycling 
fraternity,  and  prominent  manufacturers 
generally.  The  following  clipping  from 
Cycling  Life , one  of  the  most  prominent 
Cycling  journals,  under  date  of  October 
19,  1893,  illustrates  the  regard  in  which 
Mr.  Garford  is  held  by  the  fraternity. 

“ F'pon  starting  out  in  life  A.  L.  Gar- 
ford must  have  had  conspicuously  in  front 
of  him  the  inspiring  reflection,  now  an 
apothegm,  that  youth  must  be  served.  We 
behold  him  to-day  the  king  of  the  craft  of 
saddle  making,  and  hence  well  entitled  to 
a place  in  our  gallery  of  • Leaders  in  the 
Cycle  Industry.’  Very  interesting,  indeed, 
is  it  to  trace  the  rise  of  Mr.  Garford.  The 
son  of  a farmer,  he  must  have  early  be- 
come imbued  with  higher  ambitions  and 
aims  than  most  men,  for  when  scarcely  out 
of  his  ‘teens’  we  find  him  in  a banking 
institution,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
such  distinction  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  men. 
At  financing  he  is  an  expert,  and  doubtless 
it  was  while  engaged  in  such  work  that 
he  acquired  that  solid  reputation  for  integ- 
rity which  is  inseparable  from  the  charac- 
j ters  of  those  who  are  successful  in  that 
i line.  Some  will  ascribe  his  success  simply  to 
! ability,  some  to  fortunate  circumstances 
1 and  some  to  the  close  practice  of  hon- 
i orable  business  principles;  but  we  prefer  to 
credit  him  with  being  the  rare  possessor  of 
all  three  qualifications,  and  choose  to  find 
the  secret  of  his  distinction  in  the  faithful 
: practice  of  them.  It  is  said  of  Mr.  Gar- 
ford that  the  contemplation  of  his  own 
success  does  not  yield  him  as  much  pleas- 
ure as  it  may  afford  to  those  who  are  his 
biographers  in  a small  way.  Perhaps  this 
is  because  he  feels  that  he  is  not  yet  spent 
— that  he  has  in  him  the  power  to  climb 
to  greater  heights.” 
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On  December  14,  1881,  Arthur  L.  Gar- 
ford  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Louise  Nelson,  second  daughter  of 
the  late  T.  L.  Nelson,  of  Elyria,  and  two 
children  have  come  to  brighten  the  Gar- 
ford  home — Mary  Katharine,  born  .1  nly 
17,  1883,  and  Louise  Ely,  born  J uly  19, 
1885. 


Mr.  Garford  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
though  frequently  approached  by  friends 
to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  party  office,  be  has  invariably  declined 
all  proffered  political  honors.  lie  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
having  occupied  all  the  Chairs  of  Elyria 
Council,  and  is  now  a past  regent.  The 
high  school  of  Elyria  has  an  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  has  served  as  presi- 
dent. In  addition  to  his  other  extensive 
interests  above  recounted,  he  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Republican  Printing 
Co.,  of  Elyria,  and  of  the  Beal  Mining 
Core  Drill  Co.;  is  a stockholder  in  the 
Sunol  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Chicago,  and  of  the 
Topliff  & Ely  Co.,  of  Elyria;  is  two-fifths 
owner  of  the  Fay  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
a stockholder  in  the  National  Bank  of  Ely- 
ria. He  was  city  treasurer  for  Elyria  some 
live  years,  resigning  in  1892.  At  the  death 
of  T.  L.  Nelson,  his  father-in-law,  he  was 
one  of  the  executors  of  the  will,  and  he 
has  since  helped  in  the  management  of  the 
entire  estate.  Busy  as  he  is  with  his  end- 
less variety  of  commercial  interests,  Mr. 
Garford  yet  finds  some  little  time  for  the 
farm,  and  he  is  the  proud  owner  of  some 
fine-bred  horses,  noted  for  both  blood  and 
speed,  and  he  is  the  possessor  of  consider- 
able real  estate  in  and  about  the  city  of 
Elyria. 

Mr.  Garford  is  a typical  self-made 
American,  with  the  strain  of  British  blood 
in  his  veins  that  adds  to  his  American  pro- 
gressive impulses  an  indomitable  will  and 
a tenacity  of  purpose  that  are  some  of  his 
more  pronounced  characteristics.  From  a 
plain  farmer’s  son,  he  has  risen  in  the 
commercial  world  by  his  own  marked  exe- 
cutive ability  and  untiring  energy;  and 


* 
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though  not  yet  past  the  heyday  of  young 
manhood,  he  is  already  prominently  iden- 
tified with  nearly  every  enterprise  located 
in  Lorain  county. 


vi”"\  C.  NICHOLS,  one  of  the  well-to- 
fij  I do,  native-born  farmer  citizens  of 
ILJJ  LaGrange  township,  is  a son  of 
James  Nichols,  who  was  born 
August  9,  1801,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  When  six  months  old  James  was 
brought  by  his  father,  Stephen  Nichols, 
to  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,and  there  re- 
mained until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  Ills 
parents  followed  him  to  that  county  some 
time  afterward,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives. 

James  Nichols  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools.  He  was  married  in 
Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  at  tire  age  of 
twenty  years,  to  Miss  Leonora  Johnson, 
who  was  born  in  that  county  February  14. 
1803,  daughter  of  Joeliua  and  Experience 
(Tibbals)  Johnson,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  early  settlers  in  Jefferson 
county,  N.  Y.;  the  father  died  at  the 
home  of  our  subject,  D.  C.  Nichols,  in 
LaGrano-e  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio;  the 
mother  died  in  Michigan.  While  resi- 
dents of  New  York  State  children  were 
born  to  James  and  Leonora  Nichols,  as 
follows:  Eliza,  now  the  widow  of  Bennett 
Rockwood,  of  Pittsfield,  Lorain  county; 
Cyrus,  who  died  in  LaGrange  township, 
October  19,  1891;  George,  who  died  when 
three  months  old;  Philander,  a carpenter 
of  Wellington,  Ohio;  Sarah,  who  married 
Dittamus  Johnson,  and  died  in  LaGraime; 
Alfred,  a carpenter  of  Lorain,  Ohio;  and 
Cordelia,  Mrs.  William  Disbro,  of  Cass 
county,  Iowa.  James  Nichols  followed 
farming  in  New  York  State,  and  also 
worked  as  a lumberman  in  the  pineries, 
lie  owned  a small  place,  which  he  sold, 
and  in  June,  1836,  came  west  to  Ohio, 
via  canal  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  by  lake  to 
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Cleveland,  from  which  city  lie  was  driven 
to  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  his  father-in-law  had  located  some 
years  before.  The  roads  were  almost  im- 
passible, and  it  was  only  after  much  work 
that  they  reached  their  destination,  where 
for  a short  time  they  made  their  home 
with  Joshua  Johnson.  Mr.  Xichols  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land  containing  fifty 
acres,  on  which  he  made  payments,  and  by 
hard  labor  had  partly  cleared;  in  spite  of 
his  toil  he  lost  his  home  through  an  un- 
scrupulous land-dealer.  Not  being  dis- 
couraged by  his  misfortune,  however,  he 
purchased  fifty  acres  lying  south  (the  farm 
on  which  our  subject  now  resides),  which 
he  finally  succeeded  in  paying  for,  by  hard 
labor,  such  as  chopping  and  clearing  the 
land,  raising  what  crops  he  could,  and  also 
going  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
wdiere  he  chopped  four- foot  wood  at  two 
shillings  per  cord. 

After  coming  here  the  family  was  in- 
creased by  the  following  children:  Mi- 
randa, a resident  of  South  Dakota,  the 
widow  of  Garrison  Archer,  who  was 
drowned  while  going  to  the  war,  as  a re- 

cs  o 

cruit;  O/.ias,  who  died  when  five  years 
old;  Stephen,  a resident  of  Cass  county, 
Iowa;  and  I).  C.,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch.  After  coming  to  Ohio  Mr. 
Xichols  engaged  exclusively  in  agricul- 
ture,  made  for  himself  a comfortable  home, 
and  became  a respected,  well-to-do  citizen. 
He  died  on  the  homestead  in  May,  1872, 
his  wife  September  5,  1864.  and  both  lie 
buried  in  LaGrange  cemetery.  Though 
Mr.  Xichols  never  made  any  profession  of 
religion  he  was  a thorough  Christian;  Mrs. 
Xichols  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican. 

D.  C.  Xichols,  whose  name  appears  at 
the  opening  of  this  sketch,  was  born  May 
13,  1847,  in  LaGrange  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio.  lie  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
of  his  birthplace,  and  then  remained  on 
the  home  place,  engaged  in  agricultural 


pursuits,  to  which  he  had  been  trained 
from  boyhood.  On  January  28,  1869,  he 
was  united  i n marriage  with  Miss  Jeanette 
Holcomb,  who  was  born  October  5,  ISio, 
in  LaGrange,  a daughter  of  Asaliel  and 

■ O 

Fannie  ( Hastings)  Holcomb, who  were  from 
Jefferson  county,  X.  Y.  After  marriage 
the  young  couple  located  on  the  farm 
where  they  yet  reside,  and  which  he  now 
owns,  consisting  of  113  acres  of  land 
highly  improved  and  equipped  with  all 
necessary  buildings,  etc.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Xichols  have  been  born  children  as 
follows:  Charles  II.  (attending  school), 
Guy  S.,  Claude  M.  and  James  A.  (all  three 
living  at  home).  In  politics  our  subject 
was  a Republican  until  1876,  when  he  be- 
came a Democrat. 


DGAR  H.  HIXMAX,  probate  judge 
of  Lorain  county,  is  a prominent 
11— a,  figure  in  the  galaxy  of  legal  lights 
in  the  county.  He  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  December  16,  1846,  a son  of 
Edward  and  Mary  B.  Hinman,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Catskill,  X.  Y.,  the 
latter  in  Lee.  Mass.;  they  both  came  when 
children  to  Ohio  and  to  Portage  county, 
where  they  were  married,  and  here  Edward 
Hinman  carried  on  farming,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  7,  1875,  in 
Oberlin,  where  Mrs.  Hinman  still  makes 
her  home.  Thelirstof  the  Hinman  family, 
in  America,  came  to  the  United  States, 
from  England,  in  1655,  making  a settle- 
merit  in  ]\ew  England. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  memoir  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  at  Oberlin 
College,  Ohio,  and  studied  law  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  O.  V. 
I.  (one  hundred-days  service),  which  regi- 
ment was  stationed  around  Washington, 
and  participated  in  the  defense  of  the  cap- 
ital at  the  time  it  was  attacked  by  the  Con- 
federates. On  leaving  the  army  Mr. 
Hinman  went  to  Missouri,  and  for  one 


. 
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year  was  deputy  clerk  of  the  supreme 
court  at  St.  Joseph,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  as  foreman  in  the  building  of 
dikes  along  the  Missouri  river,  preparatory 
to  bniidincr  a bridge.  In  1872  he  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  for  a time  resided  in  Oberlin, 
where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  but  soon  afterward  moved,  in 
1873.  to  North  Amherst,  in  the  same 
county,  where  he  opened  an  office,  prac- 
ticing law  for  nearly  nine  years.  For  two 
terms  he  was  mayor  of  Amherst,  resigning 
this  when  elected  probate  judge,  upon  the 
duties  of  which  office  he  entered  February 
9,  1882.  He  is  now  serving  his  fifth  con- 
secutive term,  and  is  also  president  of  the 
Elyria  Savings  and  Loan  Company.  His 
residence  is  now  in  Elyria,  and  has  been 
since  1882. 

Judge  E.  H.  Hinman  and  Miss  Ada  M. 

O ( 

Faxon  were  united  in  marriage  in  Xovem- 

ber,  1877,  and  the  following  named  four 

children  were  born  to  them:  Harold  F., 

Scott.  Lucile  and  Edcrar,  the  latter  of  whom 

died  in  infancy.  Active  in  politics,  the 

J udge  has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican 

County  Committee  about  six  years,  and 

has  been  a delegate  to  State  and  Congres- 
o _ r- 

sional  conventions.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
Iv.  of  lb  One  of  the  pleasant  incidents  of 
Judge  Hinman’s  life  was  a trip  he  made 
in  1886  to  Europe  with  Hon.  E.  G.  John- 
son, of  Elyria.  Many  people  will  long  re- 
member the  humorous  letters  written  by 
Mr.  Johnson  to  home  papers,  giving  ac- 
counts of  their  adventures  abroad. 


T[  W.  'WILBUR,  dealer  in  general  hard- 
l j ware,  Wellington,  is  a native  of  Can- 
yjrj  ada,  born  in  Markham,  near  Toronto, 
Ontario,  May  12,  1839. 

John  Watson  Wilbur,  father  of  subject, 
was  born  April  II,  1811,  in  Schodack, 
N.  Y.,  whence  when  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority he  moved  to  Canada,  and  for  four  or 
five  years  following  farming  there.  He 


then  removed  to  Ohio,  stopping  in  Port- 
age county  for  a few  months,  after  which 
he  came  in  1811  to  Lorain  county,  and 
took  up  a farm  in  Huntington  township, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  over  thirty- 
one  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re- 
tired and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town 
of  Wellington,  dying  there  in  January, 
1891.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig, 
then  a Free-soiler  and  finally  a Republi- 
can; he  was  a strict  temperance  and  strong 
anti-slavery  man.  In  1837  he  married 
M iss  Lucinda  Chapman,  a native  of  Can- 
ada, born  near  Toronto,  February  23, 1814, 
and  she  is  yet  living.  Five  children  were 
born  to  them  , RS  follows:  J.  W , the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  memoir;  Henry, 
born  March  23,  1841,  residing  in  Welling- 
ton township;  George  W.,  born  June  7, 
1813,  a farmer  in  Hartland  township,  Hu- 
ron Co.,  Ohio;  Josiah  L.,  born  October  10, 
1845,  residing  in  Wellington;  and  Martha 

M. ,  horn  September  12,  1849,  died  No- 
vember 5,  1852.  The  brothers  and  sisters 
of  John  Watson  Wilbur  were  the  follow- 
ing: Clark  T.,  born  December  24.  1804, 
now  a resident  of  Darlington,  Ontario; 
Mary,  born  January  25,  1807,  died  March 
27,  1891  (she  married  a Mr.  Leek,  who 
died  in  Canada);  Phcebe,  born  July  10, 
1809,  died  in  Wellington;  Eliza  Ann,  horn 
February  23.  1813,  died  in  Schodack, 

N.  Y .;  George  W.,  born  February  8.  1815, 
died  in  Canada;  Martha,  born  September 

8,  1817.  residing  in  Sullivan,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio;  Israel,  born  November  29,  1819, 
residing  in  Canada;  and  Deborah,  born 
July  13,  1823,  died  April  30,  1891.  in 
Albany,  X.  V.  The  father  of  these, 
Thomas  Wilbur,  was  born  October  18, 
1780,  was  a farmer,  and  died  in  New  York 
State;  his  wife  was  Anna  Cline,  born  June 
24,  1783,  died  August  25,  1862.  John 
Chapman,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  sub- 
ject, was  born  January  27,  1783;  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  Ferris,  and  their  children 
were  as  follows:  Hannah,  born  September 

9,  1807,  deceased;  Jerusha  C.,  born  July 
15,  1809,  died  January  26,  1889;  Martin 
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Chapman,  born  Amnist  19,  1811,  living 
in  Lorain;  Lucinda,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject,  born  February  23,  181-4;  John  T., 
born  August  17,  1816;  Nathan,  born 
April  3,  1819,  residing  in  Huntington; 
Laura,  born  September  15,  1821,  deceased; 
Loren  a,  born  June  24,  1824,  living  in 
Cleveland;  Lorenzo,  born  April  8,  1827, 
living;  Thomas,  born  December  8,  1829; 
Joseph,  born  January  8,  1S3-. 

J.  AV.  Wilbur,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools,  after  which  he  attended 
select  school,  working  also  on  the  farm  till 
lie  was  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  came 
to  Oberlin,  attending  school  there  some 
seven  months,  after  which  he  taught  school 
for  some  years.  On  June  15.  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Forty-seventh 
O.  Ar.  I.,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  in  AVest 
Virginia.  He  participated  in  several  en- 
gagements, and  was  ordered  to  A'icksburg, 
Miss.,  being  present  at  both  the  assaults 
there.  After  forty-seven  days  siege,  the 
regiment  proceeded  to  Jackson.  Aliss.,  in 
the  capture  of  which  it  participated;  thence 
was  transferred  to  Memphis  and  Missionary 
Ridge;  took  part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  j 
and  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  At 
Savannah  it  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
McAllister.  Here  it  was  .that  the  dispute 
arose  between  the  Forty-seventh  and 
Seventieth  Ohio  as  to  whose  colors  were 
first  planted  on  the  fort,  but  several  of  Gen. 
Hagen’s  staff,  who  were  overlooking  the 
entire  movement,  decided  that  the  colors 
of  the  Forty-seventh  were  the  first  to  ap- 
pear on  the  fort,  and  the  captured  flag  is 
now  in  the  State  House  at  Columbus.  The 
regiment  set  out  from  Ohio  with  S70  men, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  Atlanta  campaign 
there  were  only'  120;  after  the  Atlanta 
campaign  it  was  re-enforced  by  .400  drafted 
men  and  substitutes.  Our  subject  was 
mustered  out  November  11.  1864,  the  re- 
giment on  August  11.  1865.  He  entered 
the  service  as  a private,  and  was  mustered 
out  as  second  lieutenant  of  his  company; 
when  he  arrived  at  home  he  weighed  but 


ninety  pounds.  After  the  war  be  resided 
in  Huntington  township  about  three 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  (Febru- 
ary, 1865,)  he  embarked  in  the  stove  and 
tinning  business  in  AVellington,  in  com- 
pany  with  his  uncle,  J.  B.  Lord,  which  he 
has  since  continued  in. 

In  September,  1865,  Air.  AVilbur  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Anna  E. 
Collins,  born  October  16,  1841,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Dorcas  (Abbott)  Collins, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  March  28, 
1811,  died  October  1,  1883,  the  latter  born 
February  25,  1811,  and  still  living,  having 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Airs.  AVilbur. 
By  this  union  there  were  three  children, 
viz.:  Mabel  C.,  born  August  14,  1866, 
married  to  D.  B.  Harris,  now  in  Califor- 
nia (they  have  one  child,  Zoe);  Carl  C., 
born  April  29,  1868,  a musician,  now  in 
California;  and  Rollin  A.,  at  home.  In 
his  political  preferences  our  subject  is  a 
Republican;  socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  Tv.  of  IT.,  Royal 
Arcanum  and  National  Union. 


JAVA  DOANE.  Columbia  township 
has  good  reason  to  feel  proud  of  her 
/ wealthy,  intelligent  farming  com- 
munity, of  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a leading  member. 

Air.  Doane  was  born  March  21.  1831,  in 
Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Isaiah 
and  Betsy  E.  (G hidings)  Doane,  natives  of 
New  York  State,  whence  in  the  fall  of 
1833  they  moved  to  La  Fayette  township, 
Aledina  Co.,  Ohio,  making  a clearing  in. 

O O 

the  woods,  and  building  a loo-  cabin. 
From  there  the  father  came  in  1846  to 
Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in 
1852.  He  was  twice  married:  first  time 
to  Betsy  E.  Giddings,  who  died  in  Medina 
county,  in  1846;  afterward  to  Hannah 
Jewett,  who  passed  from  earth  in  1878,  on 
the  farm  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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Mr.  Doane  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812;  in  politics  he  was  a pronounced 
Democrat,  and  for  many  years  served  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Medina  county. 
The  children  born  to  his  first  marriage 
were  as  follows:  Luther  W.,  who  died  in 
Medina  county  at  the  age  of  nineteen; 
Rosella  L.,  widow  of  Dougal  McDougall, 
of  Medina  county;  Diana  H.,  deceased 
wife  of  Levi  Herrington;  Frank  Johnson, 

O ^ 

residing  in  Harper  county,  Kans. ; Mary 
M.,  widow  of  Don  A.  Clark,  who  died  in 
the  service  during  the  Civil  war;  William 

O 7 

H.  11  .,  married,  and  residing  in  Berrien 
county,  Mich.;  Almeda  E.,  widow  of  Ben- 
jamin Chamberlain,  of  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio;  Orlando  A.,  married,  and  residing 
in  Durand  county,  Wis.;  J.  W.,  our  sub- 
ject; Frederick  W.,  who  enlisted  in  the 
Civil  war  in  Michigan,  and  died  some 
years  ago;  Lydia  A.,  who  was  the  wife  of 
A.  W.  Bishop,  of  Medina  county,  and  died 
in  York  township,  Medina  county;  and 
Martha  B.,  wife  of  Gerome  Osborne,  of 
Benton  Harbor,  Michigan. 

J.  W.  Doane  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools  of  Medina 
county,  and  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Columbia  township,  Lorain  county. 
His  lifework  from  his  early  boyhood  years 
has  been  acrriculture,  and  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  a good  farm  of  115  acres,  all  in 
a hiodi  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  he 

C ^ 

has  improved,  erecting  a comfortable  resi- 
dence and  commodious  barns. 

In  1854  Mr.  Doane  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Columbia  township,  Lorain  county, 
with  Miss  Amelia  Hitchcock,  a native  of 
that  township,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Amelia  (Osborne!  Hitchcock,  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  in  1812  came  to  Lorain  county, 
where  they  died.  By  this  union  two  chil- 
dren were  born,  namely:  A son  that  died  in 
infancy,  and  Alice,  wife  of  Judd  Arthur 
(she  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three).  The 
mother  of  these  was  called  from  earth 
January  3,  1800,  and  in  April,  1892,  our 
subject  married  Mrs.  Melissa  Lanphier, 
widow  of  Austin  Lanphier;  she  has  one 


child,  a daughter  named  Clara,  married  to 
Charles  Hutchinson,  of  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a Democrat, 
and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as 
trustee  of  his  township.  lie  has  been  a 
delegate  to  conventions,  and  has  proven-  a 
most  useful  member  of  the  community, 
j both  politically  and  socially.  For  about 
eleven  years  he  served  as  postmaster  at 
Columbia  Station. 

\ ' . 

| TF^ZRA  S.  JACKSOX,  for  nearly  three- 

score  years  a resident  of  Avon  town- 

Jwp  ship,  whither  he  had  come  in  1837, 

is  a native  of  Xew  d ork  State,  born 

| in  Herkimer  county  in  1816.  He  is  a 

i son  of  John  and  Patience  (Payne)  Jackson, 

j also  of  Xew  4 ork  State,  where  the  father, 

| who  was  a farmer,  died  in  1863:  he  had 

1 served  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  widow 

came  to  Avon  township,  Lorain  county, 

and  spent  the  remainder  of  her  life  at  the 

home  of  her  son  Ezra  S.  Jackson,  dying  in 

1876.  She  had  another  son,  R.  P..  who 

I came  here  in  1837,  but  moved  to  Michi- 

i gan  in  1863,  and  died  there  in  1864. 

! ^ • ■ , 

The  subject  of  these  lines  received  a lib- 

j eral  education  at  the  >chools  of  Herkimer 

| and  Cattaraugus  counties,  X.  Y..  and  in 

I the  latter  county  learned  carpentry,  which 

I he  followed  several  years.  In  1837  he 

| came  to  Avon  township,  and  erected  many 

! buildings  in  both  Lorain  and  Huron  conn- 

ties,  after  which  he  enromed  in  the  busi- 

ness  of  millwright.  In  December,  1844, 

Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  Miss  Cordelia 

Q.  Moon,  a native  of  Avon  township, 

daughter  of  Abraham  and  Theresa  (Du- 

j rand)  Moon,  early  settlers  of  Avon  town- 

| ship,  Lorain  county,  where  they  died. 

; Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 

1 All's . Jackson,  the  following  being  a brief 

record  of  same:  Theresa,  wife  of  II.  A. 

Kenney,  lives  in  Wisconsin;  Jennie  is  the 

wife  of  R.  E.  Loveland,  superintendent  of 

schools  at  Lodi,  Wis.;  Ernest  S.,  married, 
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is  comity  surveyor  and  resides  in  Elyria; 
and  Lena  is  livino-  at  home.  In  1845  our 
subject  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  117 
acres  prime  land  in  Avon  township,  which 
he  improved  from  the  primeval  forest.  In 
his  political  sympathies  he  was  originally  a 
AV  hi  cr  later,  on  the  organization  of  the 
party,  a stanch  Republican;  he  served  his 
township  as  trustee,  and  has  been  a justice 
of  the  peace.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  are 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which 
he  is  steward. 


OSES  HERNER  LEVAGOOD. 
This  prominent  citizen  of  Elyria 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
business  circles,  not  alone  by 
reason  of  his  public  and  social 
positions,  but  also  for  his  frank,  genial  and 
cordial  disposition  arid  scholarly  attain- 
ments. 


Mr.  Levagood's  ancestors  came  from 
England,  France,  Prussia  and  Holland 
some  two  centuries  a<ro,  and  a more  im- 
mediate  progenitor  served  in  the  war  of 
1812  between  this  and  the  mother  country. 
Our  subject  is  a son  of  George  and  Sophia 
E.  ( llernerj  Levagood,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of 
New  York. 

M.  LI.  Levagood  was  born  February'  2, 
1845,  in  4Yilmot,  Ontario,  Canada,  where 
he  received  his  literary  education.  In 
1803  lie  removed  to  Michigan,  and  at  the 

O 

age  of  nineteen  years  entered  into  business; 
but  wishing  to  better  fit  himself  fora  com- 
mercial  career,  he  entered  Bryant,  Stratton  A 
Goldsmith  Business  Universitv,  at  De- 
troit, Mich.,  graduating  from  same  April 
15,  1809.  Thence  proceeding  to  Adrian, 
same  State,  lie  taught  the  advanced  classes 
in  the  science  of  accounts  and  mathematics 
in  Evans  Business  College  in  that  ci ty.  In 
1871  lie  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  B.  P. 
Howe,  sewing  machine  manufacturer  in 
Detroit,  as  bookkeeper,  and  later  had 
charge  at  Cleveland  of  Mr.  Howe’s  west- 
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ern  correspondence,  covering  the  territory 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  This  responsible  position 
Mr.  Levagood  tilled  witli  thorough  efficiency, 

t C1  O t 

but  resigned  in  order  to  associate  himself 
with  a screw  factory  in  Cleveland,  which 
business  was  in  1874  removed  to  Elyria. 
Ohio,  its  present  title  being  “The  Western 
Automatic  Machine  Screw  Co.”  With  this, 
the  second  largest  screw  manufactory  of 
its  kind  in  the  United  States,  our  subject 
has  been  actively  and  -officially  associated 
for  twenty-one  years,  and  its  high  positiou 
among  the  manufacturino-  interests  of  the 
country7  is  largely7  due  to  his  enterprise, 
good  management  and  fidelity7.  The  fol- 
lowing brief  sketch  of  this  prominent  in- 
stitution will  be  read  with  interest: 

The  Western  Automatic  Machine  Screw  Co., 
Elyria,  Ohio.  This  establishment,  which  well 
merits  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  Elyria’s  most 
influential  and  valuable  trade  exemplars,  was 
founded  in  the  city  of  Cleveland  about  1870,  and 
in  1874  was  moved  to  Eiyria.  Some  twelve  years 
ago  it  was  reorganized,  taking  the  above  name,  and 
with  abundant  capital,  combined  with  superior 
management,  has  become  a gigantic  business  en- 
terprise, with  large  aud  increasing  demands  for  its 
productions.  When  the  additional  buildings  erected 
this  year  are  fully  equipped  with  machinery,  em- 
ployment will  be  given  to  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men,  who,  in  character  and  skill  are 
very  much  above  the  general  average.  Under  its 
present  supervision  its  business  growth  has  become 
phenomenal,  so  much  so  that  it  now  ranks  as  the 
second  largest  screw’  manufactory  of  its  kind  in 
America.  Screws  and  all  kiuds  of  special  milled 
pieces  are  here  made,  and  in  almost  endless  va- 
riety, adapted  to  every  conceivable  use,  and  vary- 
ing in  size  from  the  infinitesimal,  requiring  15,000 
and  more  to  weigh  a pound,  to  the  larger  sizes, 
weighing  three  or  more  pounds  each.  The  build- 
ings are  all  of  brick,  and  present  an  imposing 
appearance.  The  main  factory  is  50  x 150  feet,  with 
an  L 41  x 08  feet,  four  stories  high  ; blacksmith  shop 
22x  70  feet;  case-hardening  shop  38  x43  feet;  en- 
gine house  16x37  feet ; “boiler  house  34x82  feet, 
one  story  high;  machine  and  tool  shop  35  x 86  feet, 
and  office  and  warehouse  35x  105  feet,  two  stories 
high.  The  power  is  supplied  bv  three  engines 
aggregating  three  hundred  and  twrenty-five  horse- 
power, and  three  boilers  aggregating  five  hundred 
horse-power.  To-day  this  institution  is  the  pride 
of  Elyria,  and  its  business  manager,  Mr.  Levagood, 
a respected  and  honored  citizen  of  the  place. 

On  December  4,  1806,  Mr.  Levagood 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  Greenwood, 
Mich.,  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Nichols,  a 
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native  of  Ontario,  daughter  of  Henry  B.  and 
Mary  (Ayers)  Nichols,  both  of  whom  were 
from  New  York.  On  December  4,  1S91, 
was- celebrated  at  their  residence  in  Elyria 
the  “ silver  wedding  ” of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M. 
H.  L evagood,  on  which  occasion  a large 
number  of  friends  responded  to  the  invita- 
tion to  be  present,  to  whom  their  host  and 
hostess,  in  their  usual  frank  and  cordial 
manner,  gave  hearty  welcome.  When  the 
guests  dispersed  it  was  with  the  unani- 
mous feeling  that  this  social  event  was  one 
of  the  most  enjoyable  they  had  ever  at- 
tended, while  a large  number  of  presents 
were  left  by  them  as  tokens  of  their  good- 
will and  respect. 

Through  all  the  disappointments  and 
trials  incident  to  human  life,  Mr.  Leva- 
good  is  always  the  same  genial,  hopeful 
and  o-ood-natured  man,  which  makes  him 
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an  honored  and  valued  member  of  several 
Fraternal  Orders,  and  in  this  respect  few 
in  the  State  have  greater  prominence.  He 
is  a member  of  Kins'  Solomon  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M.,and  treasurer  of  Marshall  Chap- 
ter No.  47  Iioyal  Arch  Masons.  Elyria, 
Ohio;  he  is  a past  officer  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  Eoval  Arcanum  and  the  American 
Legion  of  Honor,  in  which  latter  he  has 
held  the  responsible  State  offices  of  grand 
trustee  and  grand  treasurer,  served  two 
terms  as  grand  commander,  is  now  sitting 
past  grand  commander,  and  is  Ohio’s  repre- 
sentative to  the  supreme  council.  He 
is  a member  of  the  city  council,  now  serv- 
ing as  its  first  president;  as  vice-president 
and  a director  of  the  Elyria  Savings  and 

O 

Loan  Co.,  and  president  of  the  Elyria  Aid 
Society.  He  is  a trustee  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  Society,  and  is  actively 
identified  with  other  charitable  and  benevo- 
lent enterprises.  With  a generous  sym- 
pathy, kindliness  and  a desire  to  live  a 
helpful  life,  regardless  of  class  or  condi- 
tion he  has  a large  circles  of  friends,  and 
has  endeared  himself  to  those  in  his  em- 
ploy, where  mutual  confidence,  goodwill 
and  respect  prevail.  The  natural  fruitage 
of  such  a life,  with  a hearty  reciprocal  re- 
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I spouse  from  the  members  of  his  family, 
produces  the  charm  of  his  home,  to  which 
he  retires  for  rest  and  pleasure,  when  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  day  are 
laid  aside. 

The  business  motto  of  Mr.  Levagood  is 
“never  postpone  until  to-morrow  what 
can  and  should  be  done  to-day;  business 
first,  pleasure  afterward.”  With  these 
characteristics  governing  his  life,  his  suc- 
cess is  but  the  fulfilling  of  a natural  law, 
and  has  earned  for  him  the  prominence  he 
has  attained  in  the  commercial  world. 


¥'  1,1  LIT  AM  DOUGLASS,  the  well- 
\\g  known  retired  merchant  of  Ivip- 
kj  ton,  was  born  June  21,  1835,  in 
Camden  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  a son  of  Robert  Douglass,  who  was 
born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  September  27,  1795. 

Robert  Douglass,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  when  a young  man  came  with 
■ his  father’s  family  from  Scotland  to  Con- 
j necticut,  about  the  year  1775.  He  was 
; there  married,  and  reared  a family  of  six 
children,  viz.:  Nancy,  Lovisa,  Prudence, 

Robert,  William  and  John.  The  father 
of  these  died  in  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
i an  extensive  farmer,  keeping  a large  dairy; 
he  also  owned  and  kept  slaves  to  do  his 
work,  but  finally  sold  off  the  slaves,  the 
last  two  for  the  sum  of  eighty-five  dollars. 
After  his  death  the  widow,  with  her  six 
! children,  removed  to  Hamilton,  New  York. 

Robert  Douglass,  father  of  the  subject 
I of  this  sketch,  moved  with  his  widowed 
mother  to  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  soon 
^ afterward,  in  IS  17,  he  married  Susan  A. 
Wraugh,  who  was  born  Aucust  20,  1799, 
in  Camden  township,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y. 

1 In  1833  he  came  to  Ohio,  traveling  by 
canal  and  lakes  to  Huron,  Erie  county, 
thence  by  road  to  Camden  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  accompanied  the  entire  trip 
by  Thomas  Lee  and  Gideon  Waugh,  also 
heads  of  families.  Mr.  Douglass  boiudit 
twenty-five  acres  of  wild  land  in  Camden 
township  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
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acre,  and  the  three  families  settled  to- 
gether, at  first  erecting  a single  cabin  for 
the  shelter  of  all,  until  the  Lee  and  Waugh 
families  could  be  provided  for.  In  this 
cabin  two  years  afterward  was  born  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and  on  this  farm 
the  parents  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
days,  the  father  dying  April  19,  1S03,  the 
mother  Anril  9,  1856,  and  they  now 
“ sleep  the  sleep  that  knows  no  wakening  ” j 
in  Camden  cemetery.  Their  original  | 
twenty-live  acres  increased  from  time  to 
time  till  the  property  became  a farm  of 
considerable  size,  but  prior  to  his  death 
Air.  Douglass  sold  off  all  except  the  j 
original  twenty  five  acres;  and  the  old  log  i 
cabin  was  superseded  by  a more  modern 
and  comfortable  residence.  The  record  of 
the  children  born  to  this  honored  pioneer 
couple  is  as  follows:  Lovisa,  born  Janu-  i 

ary  6,  1818,  married  J.  G.  B.  Babcock, 
and  died  in  Oswego,  X.  Y.;  Yancy,  born 
October  2,  1819,  married  B.  Bayless,  and 
died  in  Kipton,  Ohio;  Adeline,  born  1 
August  4,  1822,  died  in  Yew  York 
before  her  parents  removed  to  Ohio; 
Charlotte,  born  January  20,  1825,  mar- 
ried A.  Boswell,  and  died  in  Michigan 
(she  was  buried  in  Camden  cem- 

etery); Lucinda,  born  March  8,  1827, 
married  S.  B.  Williams,  and  died  at  Ver- 
million, Ohio  (she  was  also  interred  in 
Camden  cemetery);  Bober t H.,  born  April 
22,  1830,  is  a resident  of  Kipton,  Ohio; 
Sally  Helen,  born  October  9,  1832,  mar- 
ried Bethel  Sabins,  and  died  in  Michigan,  j 
where  she  was  buried;  William,  subject  of 
sketch,  is  spoken  of  more  fully  further  on; 
John  G.,  born  February  2,  1838,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio;  Susan  A.,  born  June  5.  1840, 
Airs.  A.  L.  Ilowe,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Harrison,  born  January  13,  1843,  who  en- 
listed at  the  age  of  eighteen  in  Company 
H,  Forty  third  Regiment  O.  V.  I.,  and 
was  killed  February  3.  1865,  at  River's 
Bridge,  S.  C.,  after  h aving  served  through  i 
four  years  of  the  war.  Politically  Mr. 
Douglass  was  for  several  years  an  Old-line 
Whig,  in  later  years  a stanch  Republican 


and  a strong  Abolitionist,  sheltering  many 
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a fugitive  slave  on  his  way  to  freedom  in 
Canada.  He  held  several  township  offices, 
and  was  in  all  ways  a most  useful  member 
of  the  community.  As  a sportsman  he 
was  a keen  shot,  and  as  there  was  abun- 
dance of  game  of  all  sorts,  including  deer, 
turkeys,  etc.,  his  home  was  seldom  without 
a well-stocked  larder,  and  Ids  neighbors 
were  abundantly  supplied  by  him  with 
wild  meat.  He  and  his  wife  were  of  the 
close  communion  Baptist  faith,  as  early 
members  of  the  church  at  Center. 

William  Douglass,  whose  name  intro- 
duces  this  sketch,  received  his  education  in 
a primitive  old  log  schoolhouse  situated 
about  three-fourths  of  a mile  from  his 
home,  and  this  was  the  only  one  he  ever 
attended.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old, 
when  he  found  employment  in  the  woods, 
making  staves;  and  being  a powerful  young 
man.  he  was  able  to  earn  good  wanes.  Up 
to  his  twenty-fifth  year  he  divided  his  time 
between  helping  his  parents,  who  needed 
his  assistance,. and  making  a little  money 
for  himself.  A land  errant  his  father  had 
secured  for  services  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
which  consisted  of  ICO  acres  in  Mower 
county,  Minn.,  was  bought  by  our  subject, 
and  he  remained  thereon  for  some  time. 
In  1860  he  came  to  Kipton,  Camden  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  traded  this  land 
for  a stock  of  groceries,  and  the  rent  of  a 
building  in  Kipton  for  two  years.  From 
the  time  he  opened  out  his  business,  he 
continued  in  it  thirty  successive  years,  and 
not  long  after  commencing  he  bought  also 
the  building,  then  a frame  one.  His  trade 
expanded  so  that  in  course  of  time  he  had 
to  put  up  a substantial  brick  store,  which 
he  still  owns.  In  1888  he  disposed  of  his 
stock  of  dry  goods  and  groceries,  since 
when  he  has  been  living  in  retirement.  A 
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couple  of  months  each  year  he"  spends  in 
an  elegant  lakeside  cottage  he  owns  at 
Linwood,  Ohio,  and  his  leisure  time  is 
spent  in  fishing  and  hunting. 
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On  July  3.  1802,  Mr.  Douglass  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Josephine  Ran- 
som, born  January  10,  184-3,  at  Berlin 
Heights,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Rus- 
sel M.  and  Caroline  (Tenant)  Ransom,  and 
the  child  horn  to  them  is  Cora  C.,  born 
July  20,  1803,  wife  of  O.  L.  Wright,  of 
Toledo,  who  has  one  child,  Gurtha  1)., 
horn  July  5,  1880.  Republican  in  his 
political  sympathies,  our  subject’s  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  J.  C.  Fre- 
mont, and  he  has. frequently  been  solicited 
to  accept  office,  hut  invariably  declines,  his 
business  interest  at  such  times  demanding 
all  his  attention.  He  and  his  faithful  life 
partner  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Disciple  Church. 


CHARLES  ALEX.  TWIXIXG,  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  and  wealthy 
' of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Hen- 
rietta township,  is  a native  of  the 
State  of  Xew  Jersey,  born  in  Hunterdon 
county  May  23,  1821. 

Samuel  Twining,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  February  22,  1790,  in  Hunterdon 
county,  X.  J.,  and  moved  his  family  to 
Broome  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1823,  where  he 
died  April  10,1831.  On  September  23,1815, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Stout,  who  died  Oc- 
tober 17,  1882.  Her  people  were  wealthy, 
but  on  the  death  of  her  parents  she  lost  ail 
that  she  became  heiress  to.  Samuel  was 
a farmer,  miller,  cloth-dresser  and  dis- 
tiller, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned 
fifty  acres  of  land  near  Binghamton,  X.  Y. 
He  left  five  children,  a mother-in-law  and 
sister-in-law  for  our  subject  to  assist  in 
providing  for,  and.  although  the  latter  was 
but  ten  years  old  when  his  father  died,  he 
wras  the  main  spoke  in  the  wheel."’ 
Charles  A.  Twining,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  but  a limited  educa- 
tion at  the  subscription  schools  of  the 
place  of  his  nativity.  On  October  18, 
1842,  he  was  married,  by  Squire  Jesse 
Richards,  to  Miss  Xellie  Sekermerhorn, 
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| and  for  about  seven  years  thereafter  they 
I continued  to  reside  in  Broome  county, 
l jN  . Y.  In  1849  they  came  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  and  Mf.  Twinino  havincr 
saved  some  five  hundred  dollars  from  his 
earnings,  bought  a small  piece  of  land  in 
Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  resided  three  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
| time  he  sold  out  to  his  three  brothers  and 
I returned  to  Broome  county,  X.  Y.,  where 
he  bought  the  old  home  farm  formerly 
owned  by  his  father.  After  residing  here 
J three  years  he  sold  out,  returned  to  Ohio, 

' and  bought  a farm  in  Camden  township, 
Lorain  county.  Sold  this  farm  and  bought 
in  Russia  township;  sold  this  and  bought 
a farm  in  Henrietta  township,  which  he 
still  owns.  In  1888  he  built  a comforta- 
ble modern  dwelling,  situated  in  Henrietta 
township,  and  his  property  has  increased 
from  time  to  time  till  he  now  owns  720 
acres  of  prime  farm  land,  divided  into 
seven  farms,  with  good  buildings.  lie  has 
owned  farms  in  Rrownheltn  and  West 
Henrietta,  and  in  Erie  county,  in  Florence 
township;  three  farms  in  West  Clarksfield, 
LIuron  county,  Brighton  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  Wakeman,  Huron  county,  and 
resided  on  all  of  these  except  the  one  in 
Wakeman.  He  has  given  his  daughter 
Sarah  Ann  a good  farm  in  Camden  town- 
| ship,  and  has  settled  his  six  living  sons  on 
i good  farms,  and  has  also  dealt  quite  ex- 
i tensively  in  live  stock. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Twining,  as  follows:  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann 
Gibson,  livincr  in  Clarksfield,  Huron  Co., 
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Ohio;  Herbert,  deceased;  Orlando,  de- 
ceased; William  T.,  living  on  the  home 
farm,  near  his  father;  Gertrude  E.,  de- 
ceased; Alva  P.,  Floyd  O.,  Virgil  L., 
Perry  E.  and  Fred  A.,  on  farms  near  their 
father;  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  The 
entire  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  except  Perry,  who  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  all  brought  up 
in  the  path  of  Christian  rectitude,  which 
they  have  in  no  instance  deviated  from. 
The  sons  have  never  used  liquor  or  tobacco 
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in  any  form.  Mr.  Twining  in  his  political 
affiliations  lias  always  l>een  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  lias  served  his  county  to  the 
best  of  his  ability,  and  held  offices  of  trust. 
Mr.  Twining  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Church,  where  he  was  class- 
leader  and  superintendent  of  Sabbath- 
schools  for  a number  of  years,  and  also 
held  an  exhorter’s  license.  In  1866  Mr. 
Twining  spent  one*  year  with  his  family  in 
Ocean  county,  N.  J.,  stopping  at  a pleas- 
ure resort  in  Point  Pleasant. 


I 


*1 


f/ 


( ATII A NIEL  MART IX,  who  for 
the  past  quarter  of  a century  has 
been  identified  with  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  Columbia  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  England,  born 
in  Devonshire  in  1830. 

His  parents,  John  and  Sarah  (Osborn) 
Martin,  were  also  natives  of  Devonshire, 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives,  the 
mother  dying  in  1844,  the  father  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years.  They  had  a family 
of  six  children  (four  of  whom  came  to 
America),  as  follows:  Alary  was  the  wife 

of  Edward  Spetigue,  and  died  in  England, 
leaving  a family;  Maria,  who  was  the  wife 
of  John  Tubb,  went  to  Australia,  and  there 
she  died  leaving  six  children;  Jeremiah, 
who  came  with  our  subject  to  Lorain 
county,  where  he  owned  a farm,  and  thence 
moved  to  Jasper  county,  Mo. ; John,  who 
came  to  Lorain  county  in  1849,  located 
first  in  Ridgeville  township,  then  became  a 
resident  of  Eaton  township,  and  finally  of 
Columbia  (he  is  now  living  in  Pennsyl- 
vania); Nathaniel,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Jane,  wife  of  William  Palmer, 
of  Eaton  township. 

Xathaniel  Martin  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  in  1863 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Moyse,  a native  of  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, whence  in  1867  they  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  at  once  in  Colum- 
bia  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  Here 


Airs.  Martin  died  in  1869,  leaving  three 
children,  viz.:  John  R..  Elizabeth  E..  and 
Anna  Alaria,  who  is  now  teaching  in  Ant- 
werp, Ohio.  In  1870  Air.  Martin  was 
married,  in  Columbia  township,  for  his 
second  wife,  to  Mrs.  Caroline  (Ruple)  Reed, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Boltis  and  Clarissa  (Os- 
born)  Ruple,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
in  an  early  day  came  to  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  the  father  died  ; 
the  mother,  who  is  now  in  the  ninety- 
fourth  year  of  her  age',  still  survives. 

Since  coming  to  Lorain  county  Air.  Alar- 
tin  has  engaged  in  aoriculture  and  he  now 
owns  a good  farm  of  seventy-six  acres,  in  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  read  medi- 
cine in  Columbia  township,  and  also  at- 
tended Cincinnati  Aledical  College,  gradu- 
ating therefrom  in  1879,  and  subsequently 
practiced  his  profession  for  some  years. 
He  now  conducts  a o-eneral  farm  in  cr  busi- 

O O 

ness,  operating  216  acres  in  Lorain  and 
Aledina  counties.  In  politics  he  is  a Pro- 
hibitionist, and  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board.  In  religions  faith  Air.  and 
Airs.  Alartin  are  both  members  of  the 
AVesleyan  Methodist  Church  at  West  A dew. 


T|  OSEPH  H.  AIULL,  junior  proprietor 
w.  [ of  the  Oberlin  Citizen , has  been 
vj  identified  with  the  printing  business 
for  the  past  seventeen  years,  rising 
from  “devil”  to  “boss.’’  For  the  most 
part  he  was  employed  on  local  papers  in 
Oberlin,  and  in  job  offices,  and  in  1892  be- 
came associated  with  Air.  Disbro  in  the 
publication  of  the  Citizen , a flourishing 
weekly,  in  Oberlin. 

Air.  AIull  was  born  in  November,  1857, 
in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Almira  (Sage)  AIull,  natives,  the  father 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  mother  of  Connecti- 
cut. In  the  early  days  of  Iowa  as  a State 
they  moved  thither,  locating  in  Dubuque 
county,  whence  in  I860  they  came  to  Ohio, 
where  the  father  died  in  1891;  his  widow 
is  now  living  in  Pittsfield  township,  I.o- 
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rain  county.  lie  was  a farmer  by  voca- 
tion, in  politics  a Republican,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Pittsfield,  and  in  the 
preparatory  department  of  Oberlin  College, 
after  which  he  embarked  in  the  printing 
business,  as  already  narrated.  In  1884  he 
was  married  to  Olivia  Stone,  and  they  have 
had  four  children,  two  being  deceased, 
Ernest  at  the  interesting  age  of  three 
years;  those  yet  living  are  George  and 
Julia.  In  his  political  sympathies  Mr. 
Mull  is  a Republican;  socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Oberlin  F.  & A.  M.  Lodge,  Xo.  380. 


F^LOYD  M.  PELTOX  is  a son  of 
David  C.  Pel  ton,  who  was  born 
February  4,  1800,  in  Hartford, 

Washington  Co.,  X".  Y.,  a son  of 
James  Pelton,  who  was  amoncr  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  LaGrange  township,  having 
settled  there  in  1824. 

David  C.  Pelton  married  Lydia  Dodge, 
who  was  born  March  12,  1807,  and  they 
had  six  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to  be 
named,  as  follows:  Maria,  Martha,  Mary 
and  Charles;  the  last  named  of  these  came 
to  Ohio  with  his  father,  and  is  now  a 
farmer  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  The  mother 
of  these  died,  and  in  1832  Mr.  Pelton  was 
married,  in  Xew  York,  for  his  second  wife, 
to  Hannah  Smith,  and  in  the  fall  of  1833 
started  with  his  wife  and  one  child  for 
Ohio,  where  his  father,  James,  had  been 
living,  as  will  be  seen,  for  some  few  years. 
They  came  by  way  of  canal  and  lake  to 
Cleveland,  and  thence  drove  to  Lorain 
county,  locating  in  the  eastern  part  of  La- 
Grange  township,  near  his  father.  He  re- 
mained there  eight  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  western  part  of  the  township 
(then  a very  wild  section,  and  all  new 
country,  the  roads  not  being  cut),  locating 
on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides. 
By  his  second  wife  he  had  ten  children, 
viz.:  Lydia,  Mrs.  Charles  Crowner,  of  La- 


Grange;  Mary,  married  to  Alan  ford  Rip- 
ley, now  of  Eaton  county,  Alieh.;  Clark, 
of  Cheboygan,  Alieh.;  James  lv.,  of  Wau- 
kesha, Wis. ; John,  of  Rising  Sun,  Wood 
Co.,  Ohio;  Grovener,  who  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany II,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Regi- 
ment, and  died  in  hospital  at  Hickman’s 
Brido-e,  Ky.,  where  he  was  buried;  Ade- 
line,  Airs.  Edward  Beaver,  of  LaGrange; 
Hannah,  Airs.  Thomas  Cornell,  of  Eaton 
county,  Alieh.;  Elizabeth,  Airs.  Lawrence 
YanWarner,  of  Elsie,  Alieh.;  and  Win- 
field, a farmer  of  Eaton  county,  Alieh.  The 
mother  of  these  died  June  30,  1852,  and 
was  buried  in  LaGrange,  and  for  his  third 
wife  he  married  a native  of  Xew  York 
State,  Airs.  Alary  (Tippin)  Burns,  widow  of 
Thomas  Burns.  By  this  union  there  were 
five  children,  as  follows:  One  that  died  in 
infancy  unnamed;  Clarissa,  who  married 
j Augustus  Vanlinder,  and  died  in  Xew 
York  in  1885,  leaving  five  children;  Sjd- 
vester,  who  died  young  in  1864;  one  died 
of  spotted  fever  when  seven  or  eight  years 
old;  and  Floyd  AL,  subject  of  this  memoir. 
Air.  Pelton  died  on  his  farm  February  11, 
1800,  being  then  over  ninety  years  old, 
and  was  buried  in  LaGrange  township. 
Politically  he  was  a Republican.  After 
his  death  his  widow  resided  on  the  home 
farm  with  our  subject;  she  died  September 
8,  1803,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Floyd  AI.  Pelton  was  born  June  18, 
1860,  in  LaGrange  township,  youngest 
of  the  twenty-one  children  of  David  C. 
Pelton.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  day,  and  was  reared  a farmer  boy, 
receiving  his  first  instructions  under  the 
direction  of  his  father,  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns  and  resides  upon.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  June  18,  1870,  with  Aliss  Lottie 
Johnson,  who  was  born  September  15, 
1864,  in  LaGrange,  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Lydia  (Haines)  Johnson,  and  they  have 
i had  four  children:  Cora  B.,  Mary  E., 
Clara  M.  and  Charles  W.  Since  his  father’s 
death  Mr.  Pelton  has  had  charge  of  the 

o 

home  farm,  which  he  now  owns,  and  to 
which  he  has  added  eighty  acres,  making 


. 
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him  in  all  a tract  of  160  acres.  He  has 
met  with  some  misfortunes,  having  had 
his  barns  destroyed  by  fire  three  times,  but 
he  lias  rebuilt  each  time,  and  in  1391  he 
erected  one  of  the  finest  and  most  conven- 
ient barns  in  the  township.  He  also  con- 
ducts a dairy  in  connection  with  his 
farming  operations,  and  has  at  present 
thirty-eight  fine  Holstein  cattle.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  IIolstein-Friesian 
Association  of  America,  lie  is  an  ener- 
getic, hard-working  man,  and  has  been 
very  prosperous.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  has  held  various  township 
offices:  in  relic-ions  faith  he  and  his  wife 

7 O 

are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  La- 
G ran  o-e. 

O 


•ENRY  "WISE,  one  of  the  progres- 
j sive  German  agriculturists  of  Graf- 
11  ton  township,  was  torn  in  Byron, 
y*  October  5,  1847,  a son  of  Peter 
Wise,  who  was  born  November  5, 
1810,  also  in  Byron,  and  married  a native 
of  that  place  in  the  person  of  Hiss  Louisa 
Hiller,  born  Hay  18,  1817. 

In  1853  the  family,  consisting  of  father, 
mother  and  six  children — Louisa,  Fred 
ericka.  Henry,  Lewis,  Frederick  and 
Christian — set  sail  from  Havre,  France, 
for  the  Lnited  States,  and  after  a voyage 
of  twenty-one  days  landed  at  New  York 
toward  the  latter  part  of  December.  From 
that  port  they  came  west  to  Liverpool, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  by  way  of  Hudson 
river, Erie  Canal  and  lake  Erie  to  Cleveland, 


from  which  point  Peter’s  brother  brought 
them  by  wagon  to  Liverpool  township, 
Medina  county,  where  they  arrived  on 
Christmas  Day.  In  Germany  Peter  Wise 
had  been  well-to-do,  but  through  goino- 
security  for  a friend,  who  afterward  failed 
in  business,  he  lost  over  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  Liverpool  township,  Medina 
county,  he  rented  a farm  for  a short  time, 
and  then  removed  to  Columbia  township, 
Lorain  county,  later  coming  to  Grafton 
township,  same  county,  where  he  bought 


fifty  acres  of  wild  land  on  credit,  and  here 
lived  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  moved  to  the  farm  whereon  he  died 
August  8,  1SS6;  his  wife  had  passed  away 
June  19,  1883,  and  both  are  interred  in 
Belden  cemetery.  In  Ohio  the  family  was 
increased  by  three  children,  as  follows: 
Hannah  J.,  born  September  11,  1857; 
Catherine  S.,  born  September  12,  1859; 

, and  Jacob  J .,  born  July  25,  1864.  The 
parents  were  hard-working,  industrious 
-people,  accumulating  a comfortable  com- 
petence, and  they  were  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all. 

Henry  Wise,  whose  name  introduce* 
this  sketch,  was  six  years  old  when  his 
father  and  family  came  to  America  and  to 
Ohio.  Before  leaving  Germany  he  had 
attended  a Kindero-arten  for  a time,  and 
after  coming  here  lie  received  the  rest  of 
his  education  at  a German  school,  but  he 
never  entered  an  English  educational  in- 
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stitution.  While  yet  a lad  he  was  Dut  to 
work  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  at 
| which  time  he  commenced  work  for  Ben- 
jamin Corning  at  six  dollars  per  month,  all 
his  earnings  being  turned  over  tc  his  par- 
ents to  help  pay  for  the  home.  On  March 
28,  1870,  Hr.  Wise  married  Mary  Law, 
who  was  born  March  13,  1851,  in  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Law,  and  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them:  Twins  (stillborn),  Rosa, 
Bertha,  Alice,  Edith,  Amanda,  Elmer, 
Anna,  Lorena,  Agnes,  Henry  and  Ralph. 
In  1871  he  and  his  brother  Lewis  pur- 
! chased  land,  going  into  debt  nine  thou- 
; sand  six  hundred  dollars  for  it,  and  the 
predictions  of  many  were  that  “ the  Wise 
boys  would  fail.”  But  these  ominous  words 
were  not  fated  to  come  true,  for”  the  Wise 
boys”  did  not  fail;  on  the  contrary  they 
succeeded,  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  judi- 
cious economy,  iu  paying  off  every  dollar 
of  the  indebtedness.  At  the  end  of  thir- 
teen years  (in  1836)  the  brothers  effected 
an  amicable  division  of  the  property,  each 
one  settling  on  his  own  share.  Our  sub- 
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ject  has  an  excellent  piece  of  land  and  a 
good  home,  equipped  with  all  modern  im- 
provements, including  commodious  out- 
buildings. Politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  Liverpool,  Ohio. 


d JOSEPH  S.  WHITNEY,  retired  agri- 
| culturist,  well  known  and  highly  re- 
; spected  in  Lorain  county,  now  re- 
siding in  the  town  of  Camden,  is  a 
typical  “Green  Mountain  Laddie,”  born 
July  10,  IS  14,  in  Bennington  county,  Ver- 
mont. 

Joseph  Whitney,  father  of  subject,  first 
saw  the  lio-ht  in  Westminster,  Mass.,  Feb- 
ruary  21,  1785,  a son  of  Elisha  Whitney, 
and  April  27,  1811,  was  married  to  Abi- 
trail  Townes,  who  was  born  January  22, 
1791,  in  Andover,  Yt.,  where  she  was 
married.  After  their  marriage  they  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Vermont  till  1838,  when 
they  came  to  Ohio,  making  a settlement  in 
Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  county,  the 
entire  family  (excepting  two  sons,  who  had 
preceded  them)  making  the  journey  in  a 
wagon,  the  trip  occupying  three  weeks. 
The  head  of  the  family  had  in  1833  made 
a prospecting  visit  to  Lorain  county,  com- 
ing by  way  of  the  lakes,  and  at  that  time 
bought  the  land  in  Pittsfield  township  to 
which  the  family  afterward  removed,  as 
above  related.  The  two  sons,  spoken  of  as 
having  preceded  the  rest,  came,  Joseph  S. 
in  183G  and  Aaron  in  1837;  and  in  pre- 
paring the  new  home  they  cleared  thirty 
acres  of  land,  and  erected  a rude  frame 
house  in  which  the  family  lived  after  their 
arrival.  Here  the  parents  died,  the  father 
May  2,  1877,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of 
nearly  ninety- three  years,  the  mother  on 
May  3,  1872,  and  they  lie  buried  in  Pitts- 
field cemetery.  Mr.  Whitney  was  owner 
of  a fine  farm  in  Vermont,  and  was  worth 
two  thousand  dollars  at  the  time  of  his 
comincr  to  Ohio;  when  he  died  his  estate 
was  valued  at  twenty  thousand  dollars. 


His  political  proclivities  were  of  a pro- 
-nounced  type,  at  first  as  a strong  Whig, 
and  later  as  a stanch  Republican.  He  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Their  children,  all  born 
in  Vermont,  were  Hannah  T.  and  Abigail 
(twins),  born  July  5,  1812,  of  whom  Han- 
nah married  Reuben  Stone,  in  Vermont, 
and  died  in  Oberlin,  Ohio  (Abigail  died  in 
infancy);  Joseph  S.,  born  July  10,  1814, 
who  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  memoir; 
Aaron  T.,  born  July  5,  1816,  who  died  in 
' 1870,  in  Colli nwood,  Ohio;  Mark,  born 
December  17,  IS  18,  a farmer  of  Russia 
township,  Lorain  county;  Augustine,  born 
December  27,  1820,  of  Pittsfield  township; 
Richard,  born  February  16,  1823,  of  Grin- 
ned, Iowa;  Susan  A.,  born  July  20,  1825, 
who  married  John  Mills,  and  died  in  Pitts- 
field; Norman,  born  January  20,  1828,  of 
Anthony,  Ivaus.;  Ira,  born  September  13, 

! 1829,  of  Harper  county.  Ivans.,  where  he 
owns  over  1,200  acres;  and  Loren,  born 
February  26,  1833,  of  Texas. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  but 
a limited  education  at  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  native  place,  consisting  of 
two  months’  tuition  during  a few  winters; 
but  what  he  lacked  in  that  respect  he  made 
up  for  by  after-study,  and  a close  observa- 
I tion  of  men  atid  things.  In  1836  his 
father  sent  him  to  Ohio  to  prepare  a new 
home  for  the  family,  as  above  related,  and 
in  this  then  wild  locality  he  did  many  a 
hard  day’s  work,  being  a stout,  active 
young  man,  and  frequently  had  encounters 
j with  wild  animals  who  were  disposed  to 
assert  their  prior  right  to  the  forest  wilds, 
After  his  marriage  he  and  his  bride  settled 
on  100  acres  of  land  in  Pittsfield  township, 
which  he  had  bought  on  credit,  and  here 
i they  lived  four  years,  their  house  being  an 
i old  log  cabin,  very  much  the  worse  for  age 
: and  exposure  to  the  elements,  and  through 
| the  many  cracks  between  the  logs  would 
j often  creep  into  “ the  sacred  penetralia  of 
! the  home”  snakes  and  other  reptiles.  Buy- 
! ing  another  farm  near  by,  Mr.  "Whitney 
i lived  there  many  years;  then  for  two  years 
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made  his  home  in  Brownhelm  township, 
same  county,  and  then  returning  to  Pitts- 
field township  lived  there  till  1870,  in 
which  year  he  came  to  Camden  township,  \ 
taking  up  his  residence  at  Ivipton,  where 
he  lias  since  lived  a retired  life. 

On  September  19,  1839,  Mr.  Whitney 
was  married,  in  Sullivan,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio,  to  Lucy  A.  Ward,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 7,  1818,  in  Orwell,  ATt.,  a daughter 
of  James  and  Lucy  (Abel)  Ward,  who  i 
came  to  OJiio  in  July,  183G,  locating  in  j 
Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  county.  The  j 
children  born  to  this  union  are  four  in 
number,  of  whom  the  following  is  a brief  j 
record:  Melva  A.  is  the  wife  of  Roswell  i 

Adams,  of  Wellington,  Ohio;  Agnes  A. 
is  the  wife  of  E.  Jones,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio; 
Everetta  II.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Sheffield, 
of  Pittsfield  township;  Mary  M.  is  an 
educated  young  lady  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Politically  our  subject  was  originally  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  he  held 
various  offices  of  trust  in  Pittsfield  town- 
ship. On  September  19,  1889,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitney  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding; and  they  are  yet  hale  and  hearty,  en-  > 
joying  in  their  declining  years  the  good 
will  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 


FJ  H.  FOSTER,  member  of  the  flour- 
ishing clothing  firm  of  Baker  & Fos- 
ter,  Elyria,  was  born  in  Carlisle 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  Decem- 
ber 7,  1819,  a son  of  I.  B.  and  Hannah 
(Taylor)  Foster,  natives  of  Tompkins 
county.  N.  Y.,  the  father  born  September 
12,  1822,  died  July  7, 1882,  and  the  latter 


born  March  2,  1828,  in  Enfield,  died  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1890. 

Both  parents  were  reared  on  farms,  and 
received  common-school  educations.  They 
were  married  in  their  native  county,  and 
moved  westward  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Car- 
lisle township,  Lorain  county,  about  the 
year  1847.  They  had  four  children,  viz.: 


F.  II.;  Frederick  K.,  now  a farmer  at 
Saint  John’s,  Clinton  Co.,  Mich. ; 'DeWitt, 
a farmer,  now  residing  at  Oberlin,  Ohio; 
and  Charles  IF.  a clerk  with  the  firm  of 
Baker  & Foster.  Our  subject’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  both  natives  of  New 
York  State,  where  they  passed  their  entire 
lives,  and  were  descended  from  old  Massa- 
chusetts stock.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  of  the  same  nativity,  and  the 
grandmother  is  yet  living,  now  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eightv-four  years. 

I.  B.  Foster,  father  of  subject,  was  by 
trade  a carpenter  and  joiner  and  cabinet 
maker.  After  coming  to  Lorain  county 
he  followed  the  business  of  contracting 
and  building,  was  recognized  as  a first- 
class  mechanic,  and  had  in  his  employ  at 
times  as  many  as  thirty  hands.  His  health 
failing,  however,  he  abandoned  this  line  of 
trade,  taking  up  fruit  culture,  including 

tree  crafting,  and  also  carried  on  a mer- 
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cantile  business  in  a small  way  at  La- 
Porte,  in  Lorain  county,  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in 
LaPorte.  He  was  very  active  in  business, 
and  made  a success  of  it.  In  politics  he 
was  a strong  Republican,  and  a pronounced 
temperance  advocate  and  Abolitionist, 
often  concealing  in  his  house  run-away 
slaves  during  the  “Underground  Rail- 
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road”  period.  His  wife  was  a slight, 
delicate  woman,  and,  like  her  husband, 
was  possessed  of  strong  religious  convic- 
tions. They  were  married  November 
1,  1846. 

F.  H.  Foster,  subject  of  these  lines,  re- 
mained with  his  parents  till  he  was  nine- 
teen years  old,  attending  during  the  winter 
months  the  schools  of  LaPorte,  Lorain 
county,  and  working  in  the  summer  sea- 
son. He  got  some  ideas  of  mercantile 
business  in  his  father’s  store,  and  always 
had  an  ambition  to  lead  a commercial  life. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  left  the  paternal 
roof,  and  proceeded  to  Oberlin,  in  the 
same  county,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  J.  M.  Johnson  & Son,  with  whom  he 
remained  two  years  and  four  months; 
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then  came  to  Elyria,  and  for  seven  years 
clerked  with  Starr  Brothers  & Co.,  general 
merchants.  In  both  these  houses  Mr. 
Foster  tilled  positions  with  ability  and 
energy  in  all  departments,  and  during  the 
last  three  or  four  years  he  was  with  the 
last  named  firm  he  had  charge  of  the 
clothing  and  manufacturing  of  clothing, 
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becoming  a thorough  expert  in  all  the  de- 
partments of  that  branch  of  the  business. 
Leaving  the  tirm  of  Starr  Brothers  & Co. 
on  account  of  their  going  out  of  business, 
he  entered  into  an  equal  partnership  with 
G.  W.  Baker,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Baker  & Foster,  and  in  1S78  they  bought 
out  the  clothing  department  of  Baldwin, 
Lersch  & Co.;  since  then  they  have  been 
the  leading  clothiers  in  Elyria.  Both  are 
admirably  adapted  to  the  trade,  having 
had  long  experience  in  the  business,  and 
being  well  known  to  the  public.  They 
commenced  in  a careful,  conservative  way, 
and  as  business  increased  enlarged  their 
premises,  making  three  additions  to  their 
rooms;  after  which  they  bought  out  Cogs- 
well A:  Co.,  and  added  their  late  room  to 
their  own  store.  Mr.  Foster  is  one  of  the 
best  buyers  and  salesmen  to  be  found  any- 
where, and  in  discretion  and  judgment  in 
both  buying  and  selling  he  has  no  superior 
in  the  State.  He  does  all  the  buying  for 
the  firm. 

Mr.  Foster  was  married,  November  1, 
1871,  to  Miss  Emma  Inez  Prindle,  a na- 
tive of  Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county, 
born  October  6,  1851.  She  is  a daughter 
of  II.  II.  and  Christiana  Elizabeth  (Spaf- 
ford)  Prindle,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  about  the  year  1822  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  lived 
and  died,  the  latter  born  in  Richfield, 
Summit  Co.,  Ohio,  January  13,  1822,  and 
died  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  October  13,  1885, 
aged  sixty-three  years,  eight  months  and 
twenty-eight  days.  Mrs.  Emma  Inez 
Foster  was  educated  in  the  country  schools 
till  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  she  came  to 
Elyria  to  attend  the  high  school  there, 
making  her  home  during  that  time  with 


her  grandparents.  She  is  the  mother  of 
two  children:  Clarence  II.,  born  October 
21,  1877,  and  Maud  Inez,  born  December 
15,  1881. 

Politically  Mr.  Foster  is  a Republican; 
socially  he  is  a Master  Mason  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  lie  is  inter- 
ested in  the  Independent  Ilorse  and  Cattle 
Company  at  North  Park,  Colo.,  and  for 
recreation  and  the  benefit  of  his  health  he 
makes  frequent  trips  to  that  place.  Ho 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 


EY.  J.  A.  SCHMIDT,  pastor  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
Elyria,  was  born  April  5,  1851,  in 
Shelby  county,  Ohio,  the  fifth 
child  of  J.  A.  and  Rosina  (Bertchj 
Schmidt,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Wurtemberg.  Germany.  After  coming  to 
this  country  they  lived  in  Ohio  and  In- 
diana; the  mother  died  in  1892;  the  father 
is  now  a resident  of  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
literary  education  in  part  at  Fort  AVayne, 
Ind.,  and  pursued  his  theological  studies 
at  Concordia  College.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where 
he  graduated  in  1877,  in  July  of  which 
year  he  was  ordained.  Coming,  then,  direct 
to  Elyria,  he  took  charge  of  St.  John's 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation.  The 
appointments  in  the  parish  were  poor,  a 
small  frame  edifice  serving  as  church, 
parochial  school  and  pastoral  residence..  By 
and  by  Mr.  Schmidt  agitated  among  his 
Jock  the  question  of  building  new  accomo- 
dations for  the  flock  and  pastor,  and  as  a 
result  of  his  labors  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran Church  building,  schooihouse  and 
pastoral  residence  are  among  the  driest 
buildings  in  Elyria.  The  congregation 
have  never  solicited  aid  from  outside 
sources,  it  being  a principle  of  the  denomi- 
nation that  to  donate  to  Church  work  is  a 
privilege  and  purely  a matter  of  religion. 

Mr.  Schmidt  was  united  in  marriage, 
April  22,  1S7S,  with  Miss  Johanna 
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Schwan,  who  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Rev.  IL.  C.  Schwan,  D.  D.,  and 
Emma  (Blum)  Schwan,  the  former  of  whom 
is  a native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  the  latter 
of  Brazil,  South  America;  they  reside  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  the  following  named  four  children: 
Stella,  Flora,  Esther  and  George.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  independent.  At 
Grafton,  Ohio,  he  has  a station  which  he 
visits  monthly  to  preach  the  good  tidings 
of  salvation. 


W ILLIAM  N.  SIIOOP,  one  of  the 
■ foremost  citizens  of  Grafton  town- 
ship, was  born  May  31,  1828,  in 
Fairview  township,  York  Co., 
Penn.,  son  of  Peter  and  Susan  (Helson) 
Shoop,  who  were  of  German  extraction. 

Our  subject  received  a common-school 
education,  attending  school  during  the 
winter  season,  and  doing  chores  for  his 
board,  his  duties  being  so  numerous  that 
he  was  obliged  to  labor  very  industriously 
to  perform  all  the  work  assigned  to  him 
before  school  began.  Thus  he  struggled 
on  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  working  for  one  year  under  John 
Whitmer,  of  White  Hill,  Cumberland  Co., 
Penn.,  and  then  for  two  and  a half  years 
under  James  Denning,  on  Third  street, 
Harrisburg,  Penn.  He  was  then  employed 
for  a short  time  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  a 
shop  on  Utah  street,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  give  up  the  trade,  and 
he  obtained  work  in  the  limekilns  along 
the  Lebanon  pike  from  Harrisburg,  Penn. 
In  1849  his  father  died,  and  was  buried  in 
Fairview  township,  York  Co.,  Penn.,  by 
the  side  of  the  mother,  who  had  preceded 
him  to  the  grave  in  1841.  They  left  five 
children,  of  whom  William  N.  was  the 
youngest;  the  latter  was  taken  sick  after 
his  mother's  death  with  a disease  very 
much  like  la  grippe,  and  during  his  illness 
incurred  a doctor’s  bill  of  five  dollars,  to 

settle  which  he  gathered  roots  and  herbs 
© 

after  his  recovery. 


After  the  death  of  his  parents,  being 
dissatisfied  with  his  wages,  Mr.  Shoop  con- 
cluded to  migrate  to  Ohio,  and  came  to 
West  Salem,  Wayne  county,  but  failing  to 
find  work  there,  walked  to  Westfield  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  carrying  his  budget. 
He  worked  for  twelve  dollars  a month  un- 
til October,  1854,  when  he  returned  to 
Harrisburg,  Penn.,  remaining  there  until 
the  following  spring,  when,  in  company 
with  three  other  young  men,  he  started  for 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  traveling  by  rail  to  Galena, 
111.,  and  thence  by  boat  to  their  destina- 
tion. He  found  employment  with  a sur- 
veying corps  (then  laying  out  Stillman’s 
addition  to  St.  Paul),  but  after  a short 
time  returned  to  northern  Illinois,  work- 
ing near  Freeport,  Stephenson  county,  un- 
til the  spring  of  1856.  He  then  went  to 
Mt.  Yernon,  Iowa,  where  lie  helped  to 
burn  the  brick  for  the  college  of  that  place; 
and  then  returning  to  his  native  State, 
remained  there  for  some  time.  In  the  lat- 
ter part  of  1858  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
locating  in  Westfield,  Medina  county,  en- 
gaged in  farm  work  for  about  one  year, 

when,  his  health  fail! no-,  he  obtained  a sit- 
© 

nation  with  the  Ohio  Farmers  Insurance 
Company,  his  former  employer  signing  his 
bond  for  two  thousand  dollars.  He  com- 
menced his  career  in  March,  1860,  in 
i Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  making' 
his  first  business  call  at  and  taking  his  first 
risk  on  the  house  in  which  he  was  after- 
ward married,  and  which  subsequently 
came  into  his  possession.  Though  he  had 
no  experience  whatever  in  the  insurance 
i line,  during  the  first  year  alone  he  in- 
creased the  number  of  applications  from 
j 123  (the  highest  number  obtained  by  his 
predecessor)  to  365.  He  subsequently 
i worked  in  portions  of  Erie,  Huron,  Cuya- 
i hoga,  Logan,  Union,  Knox  and  Champaign 
counties,  Ohio,  and  for  various  companies, 
continuing  in  business  until  1872. 

On  December  22,  1863,  Mr.  Shoop  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Thorp,  who  was 
born  May  15,  1843.  in  Grafton,  daughter 
of  Ira  S.  and  Sarah  (Johnston)  Thorp,  and 
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to  their  union  has  come  one  child:  Jessie, 
Mrs.  John  G.  Gardner,  of  Grafton  town- 
ship. In  1867  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm,  and  here,  since  1872,  has  been  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  agriculture. 
In  political  faith  he  is  a Republican,  and 
has  served  in  various  township  ottices.  Mr. 
Shoop  is  one  of  the  representative  self- 
made  men  of  Grafton  township.  lie  is  a 
leader  in  public  affairs,  and  his  opinions  on 
agricultural  subjects  are  highly  valued.  As 
a citizen,  he  is  public  spirited,  progressive 
and  enterprising,  and  is  ready  to  assist  in 
every  measure  tending  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity in  general. 


^^HOMAS  CHOPE,  a representative 
prosperous  agriculturist  of  Colum- 
bia township,  of  which  he  is  a native, 
^ was  born  in  April,  1841. 

His  parents,  Thomas  and  Ann 
(Rowlan)  Chope,  natives  of  England,  where 
they  married,  came  in  the  year  1835  to 
the  United  States  and  to  Ohio,  first  locating 
on  the  Public  Square,  Cleveland,  whence 
they  moved  to  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  they  settled  in  the  woods 
and  commenced  clearing  a farm.  Their 
first  piece  of  land  was  thirty  acres  which 
they  improved,  and  they  added  thereto  from 
time  to  time  till  it  is  now  a tine  property 
of  230  acres.  Here  they  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days,  the  father  dying  in 
1884,  a lifelong  Whig  and  Republican,  the 
mother  in  1885.  'They  had  a family  of 
four  children,  all  now  deceased  except  our 
subject,  their  names  being  Thomas,  Will- 
iam (deceased  at  the  age  of  twenty-four), 
Mary  (deceased  when  twenty-two  years 
old)  and  Ann  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen). 

Thomas  Chope,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  educated  at  the  schools  of 
his  native  township,  and  learned  the 
butcherincr  business,  which  he  followed 
for  some  years  in  Cleveland  and  Chicago. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  up 


farming,  which  has  since  been  his  life 
work,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  125 
acres,  all  in  a good  state  of  cultivation:  on 
it  he  erected,  in  1890,  a commodious  barn, 
40  x 60,  standing  on  twenty  posts.  In 
1863  he  was  married,  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, to  Miss  Acldie  Van  Dorn,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children,  viz.:  Clara,  born  in 
1865,  married  in  1891  to  A.  Roth,  of  Co- 
lumbia township;  Charles  W.,  born  in 
1867,  married  to  Miss  Ida  Robins  in  1891, 
and  has  a daughter,  Florence  M.,  born  in 
May,  1892  (he  resides  in  Strongsville, 
Cuyahoga  county);  Edward  T.,  born  in 
1872,  married  to  M iss  Percy  Viola  Hillman 
in  1890,  and  has  one  son.  Clyde  A.,  born 
in  1891  (they  reside  in  Cleveland);  one 
son,  born  in  1878,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
months;  Henry,  born  in  1882,  is  living  at 
home.  Politically  Mr.  Chope  is  a straight 
Republican,  and  he  takes  a lively  interest 
in  all  matters  tending  to  the  advancement 
of  his  township  and  county. 


KELLIXG.  The  Kingdom  of  Prus- 
sia has  given  to  the  United  States 
not  a few  of  her  steadiest,  most 
progressive,  useful  and  loyal  citi- 
zens, and  this  volume  would  be  in- 
complete were  prominent  mention  not 
made  of  the  gentleman  here  named,  a 
native  of  Prussia. 


Mr.  Kelling  was  born  March  22,  1829, 
a son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Schuster) 
Kelling,  also  natives  of  Prussia,  farmers, 
who  in  1844  set  sail  with  their  family 
from  Antwerp  for  the  Xew  World.  Ar- 
riving after  a voyage  of  fifty-two  days  at 
Hew  York,  they  proceeded  westward  to 
Ohio,  reaching  Sheffield  township,  Lorain 
county,  in  August,  same  year,  and  here 
they  settled  on  the  farm  whereon  our  sub- 
ject now  lives.  The  father  died  in  De- 
cember, 1845,  the  mother  in  March,  1887. 
They  reared  a family  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  George,  married,  and  residing  in 
Sheffield  township;  H.,  subject  of  sketch; 
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Michael,  married,  and  living  in  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  county;  John,  married, 
and  now  in  Pennsylvania;  Joseph,  mar- 
ried. and  a resident  of  Elyria,  Ohio;  Eliz- 
abeth, vile  of  Anton  Junglas,  of  Salem, 
Mich.;  Anton,  married,  and  residing  in 
Elyria.  Ohio;  and  Jacob,  somewhere  in  the 
West. 

X.  Kelling,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  the 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  was  fifteen 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Amer- 
ica. In  their  new  home  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship he  assisted  in  clearing  up  the  farm, 
and  converting  the  forest  wild  into  smil- 
ing fields  of  golden  oraim  For  a trade  he 
learned  that  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  at 
which  he  worked  some  ten  years  in  Cleve- 
land; three  years  at  Wellington,  Lorain 
county,  and  built  a church  at  East  Avon; 
he  also  worked  for  a time  at  boat  buildincr. 

O 

In  1SG5  he  settled  down  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  bought  the  old  homestead  of 
fifty-three  and  three-quarters  acres  of  land, 
to  which  he  lias  since  added  till  he  now 
owns  120  acres,  all  in  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation. In  1854  Mr.  Kelling  was  united 
m marriage,  in  Sheffield  township,  with 
Margaret  Diederich,  vvho  was  born  in 
Prussia  in  1S33,  and  died  in  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1855.  To 
this  union  was  born  one  child,  Gertrude, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Chris  Laubenthal,  of 
Ilidgeville,  and  has  four  children.  In 
1858  Mr.  Kellino-  married,  for  his  second 
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wife,  Miss  Anna  Mary  Diederich,  who 
died  in  1575,  and  by  that  marriage  there 
were  six  children,  as  follows:  Katie,  wife 
of  Thomas  Monroe,  of  Elyi'ia,  Ohio,  has 
three  children ; Margaret,- married  to  An- 
drew Ferner,  died  in  March,  1884  leaving 
one  son;  Mary,  wife  of  Peter  Schneider, 
of  Kansas,  has  three  children ;-  Thursa, 
wife  of  Michael  Sterbenc,  has  one  child; 
John,  married,  resides  in  Elyria,  Ohio; 
and  Eva,  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  In  1875  Mr. 
Kelling  married,  for  his  third  wife,  Miss 
Ferner  Kunne.  a native  of  Prussia,  and 
five  sons  have  been  born  to  them,  named 


respectively:  Andrew,  Peter,  Henry,  Con- 
rad and  Barney.  In  his  political  sympa- 
thies our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  been  township  trustee  and  supervisor, 
lie  has  been  postmaster  at  Crandall, 
Lorain  county,  since  1878,  the  office  being 
at  his  residence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelling 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


P\  D.  BEEFY,  M.  D.,  a prominent 
physician  of  Elyria,  is  an  Ohioan  by 
birth.  He  received  a common- 
school  education  at  the  district 
school,  which  be  attended  three 
months  in  the  winter,  working  on  the 
farm  the  balance  of  the  year. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  while 
yet  a boy  in  his  “teens.”  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  Nineteenth  0.  Y.  I.,  as  pri- 
vate, and  served  from  September  7,  1801, 
to  November  25,  1865,  with  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland.  He  was  eiman-ed  in  all 

O O 

the  battles  fought  by  that  army,  from  Shi- 
loh to  its  last  general  battle  at  Nashville, 
in  December,  1804,  participating,  alto- 
gether, in  eighty-four  engagements.  He 
held  every  rank  from  private  to  captain; 
served  as  adjutant  of  his  regiment  for  one 
year;  commanded  a company  two  years; 
served  on  the  staff  of  Maj.-Gen.  Wood 
as  mustering  officer  of  the  Third  Division, 
Fourth  Army  Corps;  served  as  ordnance 
officer  of  the  Central  District  of  Texas, 
and  as  assistant  adjutant-general  on  the 
staff  of  Maj.-Gen.  Sam.  Beatty. 

Immediately  after  the  war  our  subject 
spent  two  years  at  school,  and  in  1807  he 
went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  studied 
medicine,  and  graduated  in  1869.  At 
Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  he  spent  half  a 
year,  and  in  1871  graduated  from  Cleve- 
land Medical  College.  In  1873  he  went 
to  Europe,  and  studied  in  Vienna  and  Ber- 
lin, returning  to  Ohio  in  1874,  since  when 
he  has  been  in  active  practice  at  Elyria. 

In  1877  Dr.  Reefy  was  married  to  Lib- 
bie  Mountaine,  to  which  union  have  been 
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added  two  rollicking  children,  Karl  and 
Bessie.  In  politics  and  religion  the  Doc- 
tor is  strictly  independent;  neither  party 
nor  creed  can  hold  him  in  alliance,  but  he  ; 
acts  on  the  impulse  of  his  own  opinion, 
caring  little  for  the  conventionalities  of 
society  or  their  influence. 


qEOBGE  DRY  A XT,  retired,  well 
known  and  highly  respected  in  the  | 
community,  is  a native  of  England, 

,!  born  in  the  parish  of  King  Stanley,  I 
Gloucestershire,  November  1.1814. 
John  Bryant,  father  of  subject,  was  born 
in  Y ales,  and  was  there  married  March 
18,  1813,  to  Miss  Pamelia  Collins,  who 
bore  him  six  children,  as  follows:  George, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Jane,  deceased  wife  j 
of  A.  II.  Kedington ; Ann,  wife  of  George 
Collins,  of  Amherst;  J.  C.,  residing  in  ! 
Buffalo.  X.  4 .,  a member  of  the  faculty  of 
the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College;  ; 
11.  B.,  founder  of  the  Bryant  & Stratton  ; 
Business  College;  and  Pamelia,  wife  of  ; 
Henry  Dwight  Stratton,  of  the  firm  of 
Bryant  A Stratton,  proprietors  of  the  well- 
known  business  colleges.  The  father,  who 
was  all  his  life  a farmer,  came  with  his  ! 
family  to  this  country  in  1830,  arriving  in 
South  Amherst,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  October 
18,  1830,  and  here  bought  the  farm  prop-  ! 
erty  owned  by  his  son  George.  lie  died 
in  1S80,  aged  ninety-one  years  and  six 
months;  his  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the 
grave  in  August,  18(34.  when  seventy-six 
years  old.  Her  father  was  a clergyman  in 
the  Church  of  England  in  the  mother 
country,  very  prominent  as  a “High 
Church”  ecclesiastic.  Nathaniel  Bryant, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  coachman 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  for  some  time; 
he  died  at  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

George  Bryant,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was,  as  will  be  seen,  sixteen 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Lorain 
county.  "With  the  exception  of  three 


weeks’  schooling  in  South  Amherst,  he 
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received  all  his  education  in  his  native 
parish  in  England,  at  the  same  time  being 
thoroughly  trained  to  agricultural  pursuits 
under  the  immediate  tuition  of  his  father. 
He  followed  farming  all  his  active  life,  and 
made  a thorough  success  of  it. 

In  1836  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ade- 
line L.  Webb,  born  February  6,  1817,  in 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  and  six 
children,  as  follows,  were  born  to  them: 
Ellen  T.,  deceased  wife  of.  Darius  Plumb; 
Mary  D.,  who  married  James  H.  Eedfern, 
and  had  one  child,  Lottie  B.,  who  died 
when  eighteen  and  a half  years  old  (our 
subject  now  resides  with  this  daughter); 
George  W.,  who  has  three  children- 
Maude  L.  (wife  of  John  Harper),  Adeline 
L.  and  Sadie  G.;  Pamelia,  who  married 
George  Camp,  and  died  without  issue;  E. 
C.,  who  had  four  children— Charles,  Nina 
May,  Harvey  (deceased)  and  Della;  and 
Charley  C.,  residing  on  the  old  home  farm, 
who  has  one  child,  Eva.  Mrs.  Adeline  L. 
Bryant  was  a schoolteacher  before  mar- 
riage, and  afterward  she  aided  her  husband 
very  materially  in  improving  his  educa- 
tion. It  may  be  here  mentioned  that  his 
schooling  in  this  country  was  abruptly 
terminated  by  himself,  as  the  other  boys 
“made  too  much  fun  of  his  Gloucester- 
shire accent;”  but  in  after  years  his  clever 
wife  came  to  his  assistance,  and  imparted 
to  him  an  interest  in  study,  whereby  he 
became  a great  reader  and  one  of  the  best 
informed  men  in  the  community.  Mrs. 
Bryant  died  February  29,  1888.  A Re- 
publican in  politics,  formerly  a Whig,  Mr. 
Bryant’s  iirst  vote  was  cast  for  Andrew 
Jackson.  He  is  now  retired  from  active 
life,  and  makes  his  home  with  his  daugh- 
ter and  son-in-law — Mr.  and  Mrs.  James- 
II.  Redfern.  [Since  the  above  was  written, 
we  have  received  information  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  George  Bryant,  which  occurred 
August  13,  1893. — Ed.] 

II.  B.  Bryant,  brother  of  our  subject, 
was  the  founder  of  the  famous  Bryant  A 
Stratton  Business  College,  the  nucleus  of 
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which  was  a small  class  gathered  together 
by  him  for  a Mr.  Folsome  in  Cleveland, 
with  whom  he  became  a partner,  ultimately 
succeeding  him ; and  from  this  small  be- 
ginning he  developed  the  great  commercial 
school,  establishing  no  less  than  forty-nine 
business  colleges  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

James  II.  Red  fern,  son-in-law  of  George 
Bryant,  was  born  February  13,  18J0,  near 
Toronto,  Ontario  (Canada),  a son  of 
Robert  and  Ellen  (McClarendon)  Redfern. 
In  his  boyhood  he  came  to  Ohio,  where, 
at  Olmsted  Falls,  FTortli  Amherst,  and 
South  Amherst,  he  completed  his  educa- 
tion. For  a trade  he  learned  harness- 
makino-  in  South  Amherst,  and  followed 
same  till  1862,  in  which  year  he  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
O.  V.  I.  lie  served  in  the  army  of  the 
West,  and  participated  in  the  following 
battles:  Armstrong’s  Hill,  Knoxville 

(Tenn.),  Atlanta  and  Resaca,  besides 
many  others;  he  was  promoted  tocorporal, 
and  received  his  discharge  June  20,  1865. 
After  the  war  he  applied  himself  to  his 
trade  about  one  year,  part  of  the  time 
keeping  a shop  of  his  own,  and  then 
worked  on  a farm  in  Amherst  township 
till  1878,  when  he  paid  a visit  to  Hays 
City,  Kans.,  taking  up  a claim  whereon  he 
remained  about  twTo  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  returned  to  Lorain  county, 
and  engaged  in  his  present  coal  business 
in  Elyria. 


ITT  McROBERTS,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  and  well-to-do 
farmers  of  Pittsfield  township,  is 
descended  from  a well-known  pio- 
neer family  of  Lorain  county.  He 


was  born  December  22,  1831,  in  Pittsfield 


township,  son  of  Peter  and  Eliza  (Wait) 
McRoberts.  _ 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
received  such  education  as  the  common 
schools  of  his  time  afforded;  the  old  school- 
house  which  he  attended  stood  in  the  midst 


of  a forest,  which  has  since  become  a pro- 
ductive field,  and  now  forms  part  of  his 
farm.  The  father  died  when'  Pitt  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age.  and  he  then  went  to 
{ live  with  Orlando  Hall,  a wealthy  farmer, 
with  whom  he  remained  several  years.  On 
December  12,  1860.  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Abbie  Barnard,  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, daughter  of  Wood  Barnard,  and 
they  located  in  Pittsfield  township  on  a 
farm  of  forty  acres,  which  he  had  pur- 
| chased.  In  1856  they  went  to  live  with 
; the  widow  of  Orlando  Hall,  and  here  they 
! have  since  remained.  This  farm  comprises 
' 110  acres,  and  Mr.  McRoberts  owns,  alto- 
gether, 230  acres,  divided  into  two  farms. 
He  is  an  industrious,  hard-working  farm- 
er,  and  has  attained  considerable  success 
; in  his  life  vocation.  He  is  a man  of  prac- 
tical education,  has  a good  memory,  and  is 
quite  an  extensive  reader,  keeping  well  up 
with  the  times.  In  1892  he  took  a trip 
through  the  South,  viewing  southern  bat- 
| tie  fields  and  other  places  of  interest.  In 
j his  political  tendencies  he  is  a Republican, 
j and  an  influential  man  in  his  party,  but 
I does  not  dabble  much  in  affairs  of  state. 


I' ACOB  KNELLMER,  one  of  the  lead- 

tij  ing  representative  farmers  of  Brown- 
J)  helm  township,  is  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  born  in  Henrietta  township, 
April  12,  1852,  a son  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth ( Battenhousen)  Knellmer. 

The  parents  were  born  in  Germany,  and 
I soon  after  their  marriao-e  emi crated  to  the 
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Western  World,  making  a settlement  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  first  in  Henrietta 
township  and  finally  in  Brownhelm,  in 
; which  latter  township  the  father  died  at 
: the  age  of  sixty-four  years;  the  mother  is 
yet  living,  now  aged  seventy-eight.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church;  her 
husband  was  associated  with  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church,  and  in  politics  was  a Republi- 
can. In  the  Fatherland  he  lived  the  Ar- 
cadian life  of  a shepherd,  and  in  this 
country  he  followed  farming. 
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The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived a liberal  common-school  education, 
and  was  reared  to  agriculture  on  his  father’s 
farm.  In  187C  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Schnuck,  who  was  born  in  18-19  in 
Ih'ownhelm.  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Barbara  (Clous)  Schnuck,  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  seven  children  have 
come  to  bless  their  home,  viz.:  Melissa, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Albert,  Emma,  Bertha, 
Ella  and  Clara.  After  marriage  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Knellmer  Settled  on  their  present 
farm  of  165  acres,  where  they  have  met, 
thanks  to  their  industry  and  judicious 
thrift,  with  well-merited  success.  lie  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  served  his  township  as 
trustee  and  assessor. 


CHARLES  STONE,  a prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Lorain 
^ county,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
October  12,  1837,  in  Pittsfield 
township. 

His  father,  Reuben  Stone,  son  of  Samuel 

Stone,  was  born  in  1812,  in  Bennington 
• ° 

county,  v t.,  received  a common-school 
education,  and  afterward  taurdit  school. 
When  a young  man  he  married  Hannah 
T.  "Whitney,  who  was  also  born  in  1812, 
in  Vermont,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Abigail  (Townes)  Whitney.  In  1835  the 
young  couple  came  to  Pittsfield  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  here  bought  101 
acres  of  timber  land  at  three  dollars  per 
acre,  upon  which  he  erected  a small  frame 
house.  At  the  time  of  their  settlement 
the  country  was  still  in  a primitive  state, 
and  wild  animals  abounded.  Here  their 
children  were  all  born,  as  follows:  Frank- 
lin, who  became  marshal  of  Oberlin,  and 
was  killed  in  1880,  while  attempting  to 
arrest  a .colored  boy;  Charles,  subject  of 
sketch;  idiza  L..  wife  of  "Wesley  Ilill,  of 
Madison,  S.  Dak.;  Betsey  A.,  Airs.  Scott 
Mongar,  of  Nuckolls  county.  Neb.;  Al- 
meron  IL,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  Abbie 


A.,  wife  of  Dr.  R.  J.  Cummer,  of  the 
National  Vapor  Stove  Co.,  in  Cleveland. 
Air.  Stone  became  a successful  farmer,  and 
remained  in  Pittsfield  township  until 
1800,  when  he  removed  to  Oberlin  and 
embarked  in  the  lumber  and  sawmill  busi- 
ness. Airs.  Stone  died  in  1873,  her  hus- 
band in  1884,  and  both  are  buried  in 
Oberlin.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a 
AVhig,  then  a Free-soiler  and  finally  a Re- 
publican, and  served  in  various  local 
offices  in  Pittsfield  township  and  later  in 
01  jerlin.  He  was  possessed  of  good  com- 
mon sense  and  sound  judgment,  and  was 
selected  to  fill  many  positions  of  trust,  in 
which  capacity  he  settled  up  a number  of 
estates,  and  transacted  considerable  busi- 
ness of  a like  nature.  He  and  his  wife 
were  both  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Charles  Stone  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  later  at- 
tended Oberlin  College,  but  did  not  com- 
plete  a course  there,  though  his  parents 
desired  him  to.  For  two  years  he  worked  for 
A.  Whitney,  of  Pittsfield  township,  and 
while  in  his  employ  spent  a winter  in  the  lum- 
ber regions  of  Alississippi  and  Tennessee. 
On  September  18,  1860,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lucv  11.  Ives,  who  was  born 
in  1839  in  Pittsfield  township,  daughter  of 
John  and  Rebecca  (McCloen)  Ives.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Stone  bought  118  acres  of 
land  in  Pittsfield  township,  going  into 
debt  for  same,  and  went  to  work  on  this 
farm  (a  comparatively  new  one,  and  heav- 
ily timbered),  which  he  sold,  however,  in  a 
a few  years.  He  then  bought  the  old  home- 
stead farm”  from  his  father,  and  resided 
there  until  1870.  when  he  bought  land  one 
mile  south  of  Oberlin  in  Pittsfield  town- 
ship; in  1879  he  erected  a fine  residence 
on  this  place,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  In  1876  he  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Lorain  county,  and  served  during  1877  and 
1878,  when  failing  health  caused  him  to 
retire  from  that  office,  having  no  desire  to 
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remain.  Air.  and  Airs.  Stone  have  one 
foster-child,  Nellie  L.,  who  enjoys  all  the 
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advantages  of  an  elegant  home  and  fine 
6eli!>ol  at  Oberlin.  Since  his  retirement 
to  private  life  Mr.  Stone  has  completely 
recovered  his  health,  but  does  not  engage 
in  active  farm  work.  lie  deals  extensively 
in  hogs  and  sheep,  and  is  also  somewhat  of 
an  auctioneer,  being,  altogether,  a very  suc- 
cessful business  man.  In  his  political  af- 
filiations he  is  an  ardent,  lifelong  Repub- 
lican, and  is  a leading,  highly  esteemed 
member  of  the  community.  Our  subject 
is  a great  lover  of  sport,  every  now  and 
then  allowing  himself  a hunting  expedi- 
tion in  the  Northwest;  and  he  frequently 
makes  a short  angling  tour  through  Mich- 
igan, being  a devoted  follower  of  Izaak 
Walton. 


C^IIAPMAN  FAMILY.  Nothing  defi- 
v nite  is  known  of  Eobert  Chapman,  j 
jt)  the  first  of  the  family  under  con- 
sideration in  the  country,  previous  j 
to  his  emigration  hither.  According  to  I 
the  family  tradition,  he  came  from  Hull, 
England,  to  BoAon  in  1635,  from  which 
place  he  sailed,  in  company  with  Lyon 
Gardiner,  for  Saybrook,  as  one  of  the  com- 
pany of  twenty  men  who  were  sent  over 
by  Sir  Richard  Salstonstall,  to  take  pos- 
session of  a large  tract  of  land,  and  make  ; 
settlement  near  the  mouth  of  the  Connecti- 
cut river' under  the  patent  of  Lord  Say  and 
Seal.  At  this  time  he  is  supposed  to  have 
been  about  eighteen  years  old. 

After  the  Indians  were  subdued,  they 
proceeded  to  clear  up  the  forests  and  form 
a permanent  settlement.  For  about  ten  ! 
years  after  leaving  England  he  kept  a jour-  j 
nah  The  colony  records  show  that  each  of 
his  three  sons  were  representatives  to  the 
Legislature,  to  which  he  himself  had  also 
been  elected  forty-three  times.  The  eldest 
son  served  there  twenty-two  Sessions,  the 
second  eighteen  Sessions,  and  the  third 
twenty-four  Sessions. 

Robert  Chapman  seems  to  have  been  a 
soldier,  as  his  name  appear.- as  a sentinel  in 
the  Pequot  war  in  1(137.  It  appears  from 


the  records  of  Saybrook,  that  he  was  a 
very  large  landholder  in  the  town  of  Say- 
brook, and  East  Haddam.  lie  left  at  bis 
decease  1,500  acres  to  each  of  his  three 
sons,  which  had  been  received  by  him  as 
one  of  the  legatees  of  Uncas,an  Indian  chief. 
Robert  himself  resided  on  a tract  of  land 
in  the  Oyster  River  Quarter,  about  two 
miles  west  of  Saybrook  Fort,  which  has 
descended  in  the  line  of  the  youngest  son 
of  each  family,  never  having  been  bought 
or  sold,  and  which  in  1854:  was  occupied 
by  George  II.  Chapman,  Esq.,  the  young- 
est of  the  fifth  generation.  Robert  Chap- 
man was  a man  of  exemplary  piety,  and 
but  a short  time  previous  to  his  decease  he 
wrote  an  address  to  his  children,  who  were 
all  members  of  the  church,  in  which  he 
exhorted  them  to  a devoted  life,  and  to 
abide  by  the  Covenant  into  which  they  had 
entered  witli  God  and  his  church.  Rob- 
ert’s parents  were  Puritans,  whose  religi- 
ous zeal  had  been  transmitted  to  him. 
There  are  several  letters  on  file  in  the 
ofiiee  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  written  to 
Robert  Chapman. 

Robert  Chapman  was  married  to  Ann 
Bliss,  April  29,  1642.  According  to  the 
family  tradition  iie  was  born  in  16 16,  and 
died  October  13,  1687,  aged  seventy-one 
years.  He  had  seven  children,  as  follows: 
John,  Robert,  Anna,  Hannah,  Nathaniel, 
Mary  and  Sarah. 

Robert  Chapman,  Jr.,  the  second  son  of 
the  first  settler,  was  born  in  September, 
1646,  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  was  an  ex  - 
tensive agriculturist,  owning  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  not  less  than  2,000  acres  of 
land.  The  town  records  show  him  to  have 
been  a man  of  extensive  influence  in  civil 
! affairs.  Lie  was  for  many  years  clerk  of 
| Oyster  River  Quarter,  as  well  as  commis- 
j sioner  and  surveyor  for  the  town  of  Say- 
brook. He  was  a member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture from  1692  to  1711.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  that  drafted  the 
Saybrook  Platform  in  1708,  a work  that 
has  preserved  the  purity  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Churches  of  Connecticut  for  185 
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years.  Mr.  Chapman  was.  twice  married, 
tirst  to  Sara  Griswold,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
July  27,  1071,  by  whom  he  had  nine  chil- 
dren. This  wife  died  April  7,  1692,  and 
October  29,  1691,  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Sheather,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren. His  children  by  the  first  marriage 
were:  Samuel,  Robert.  Sarah, Francis,  Dor- 
cas, Steven,  one  son  that  died  in  infancy, 
Sarah,  and  a sou  that  died  an  infant.  By 
the  second  marriage  there  were  Benjamin, 
Steven,  Mehetabel  and  Abagail.  Mr.  Chap- 
man died  suddenly  in  the  Hartford  court- 
room November,  1711.  He  was  buried 
in  the  old  burial  ground  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  the  rear  of  the  Centre  Church, 
where  his  tombstone  now  stands,  about  a 
rod  noi-th  of  the  monument  on  which  are 
inscribed  the  names  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Hartford,  with  this  inscription — Here 
lyeth  the  body  of  Robt.  Chapman  who 
departed  this  life  November  ye  10th  1711 
aged  65  years.  ” 

Capt.  Samuel  Chapman,  eldest  son  of 
Robert  Chapman,  Junior,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 12,  1672.  On  December  6,  1698, 
he  married  Margaret  Griswold,  a daughter 
of  Capt.  Samuel  Griswold,  of  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  by  her  he  had  ten  children. 
Mrs.  Chapman  died  December  21,  1750. 
Mr.  Chapman  was  a prominent  man  in 
civil  and  military  affairs.  He  resided  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Westbrook,  and  was 
one  of  the  hrst  fourteen  persons  organized  j 
into  a church  at  that  place  June  29,  1726.  ; 
The  date  of  his  death  is  not  known.  Ills 
children  were  Sarah.  Margaret,  Samuel, 
Martha,  Temperance,  Jedediah,  Mehetabel, 
Caleb,  Lucy  and  Aaron. 

Jedediah  Chapman  (If,  the  second  son 
of  Capt.  Samuel  Chapman,  was  born  at 
Westbrook,  Conn.,  October  9,  1703,  and 
was  married  to  Miss  Hester  Ivirtland.  June 
5,  1723,  by  whom  be  had  eight  children. 
He  was  a very  prominent  man  in  the  so- 
ciety of  Westbrook  in  military,  civil  and 
religious  affairs.  He  was  a major  of  in- 
fantry, a lawyer  by  profession,  and  held 
the  position  of  deacon  in  the  church  from 


' 1732  until  his  death,  which  took  place  at 
1 Westbrook  February  10,  170b,  in  the 
sixty-first  year  of  bis  age.  The  following 
were  his  children:  Hester,  Temperance, 

Jedediah,  Ann,  Reuben,  Charity,  Chloe 
and  Tabitha. 

Jedediah  Chapman  (2),  eldest  son  of 
Maj.  Jedediali,  was  born  at  Westbrook, 

; December  15,  1726,  and  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Grinnell  in  1755.  He  was 
i deacon  of  the  church  of  Westbrook  from 
1771  until  his  death,  which  transpired 
| February  29,  1816,  a period  of  forty-four 
j years,  and  was  for  twenty  years  justice  of 
the  peace.  At  bis  decease  he  was  ninety 
years  of  age.  His  children  were  Dan, 
Jedediah,  Constant,  Hester,  Lucilla,  Mary, 
Ann  and  Aaron. 

Constant  Chapman,  son  of  Deacon  Jede- 
diah Chapman  (2),  was  born  at  Westbrook, 
Conn.,  December  27,  1760,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jemima  Kelsey,  of  Killing- 
worth,  Conn.,  January  27, 1785,  by  whom 
be  had  nine  children.  At  the  early  ao-e  of 

i/  r~> 

sixteen  he  entered  the  Revolutionary  army, 
was  for  six  years  under  th,e  immediate 
command  of  Washington,  and  was  for 
some  time  one  of  his  body-guard.  He  was 
at  the  battle  of  Lono-  Island,  Germantown, 
Princeton,  and  Trenton,  experienced  all 


final  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktuwn. 
He  also  followed  the  sea  for  many  years, 
rising  to  the  position  of  captain  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  trading  on  the  coast  of 
South  America,  and  to  Lisbon,  and  other 
foreign  ports.  In  1793  the  vessel,  of 
which  he  was  commander,  was  captured  by 
the  French  off  Porto  Rico,  scuttled  and 
sunk,  while  he  and  his  crew  were  carried 
prisoners  to  the  French  Island  of  Guade- 
loupe, and  after  four  months  he  was  libera- 
ted. The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
Brim  field,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  in  1850,  aged  ninety  years.  His 
children  were  Lydia  K.,  Thurot  F.,  John 
K.,  Anna  M , Cloe  P.,  Mary  C.,  Joseph 
G..  Jemima  T.  and  Henry  0.  The  chil- 
dren of  Constant  Chapman,  it  will  be 
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seen,  all  had  middle  names,  while  none  of 
his  ancestry  were  thus  favored. 

Thurot  F.  Chapman,  eldest  son  of  Con- 
stant Chapman,  was  horn  at  Old  Killing- 
worth,  Conn.,  December  7,  1789,  and  was 
twice  married:  first,  November  17,  1810, 
to  Lydia  Andross,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child;  second,  October  16,  1838,  to  Eliza- 
beth Fnrray,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren. In  the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  in 
Col.  Van  Rensselaer’s  Regiment  of  New 
York  Militia,  crossed  the  Niagara  river 
into  Canada,  and  was  at  the  battle  of 
Queenston  Heights,  and  taken  prisoner 
there  but  afterward  paroled.  Mr.  Chap- 
man was  for  some  time  a sailor  in  the 
coasting  trade,  and  also  in  the  business  of 
codfishing  off’  Newfoundland  and  the 
Straitsof  Belle  Isle.  lie  was  a man  of  ster- 
ling integrity  and  of  the  most  generous  im- 
pulses. The  poor  and  the  oppressed  were 
never  turned  away  empty  from  his  door, 
and  many  a poor  slave  escaping  from 
bondage  was  by  him  fed,  sheltered  and 
helped  on  his  way  to  freedom.  Mr.  Chap- 
man first  set  up  his  family  home  in 
Smithville,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  ! 
emigrated  to  the  wilderness  of  the  Ohio  ! 
Western  Reserve  in  1817, where  he  followed  I 
clearincr  land  a number  of  years,  having  ; 
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chopped,  cleared  and  fenced  nearly  300 
acres  of  land.  He  here  died  December  16,  j 
I860,  aged  seventy-one  years,  a practical  j 
Christian  of  the  Conoregational  school. 

# © O 

His  children  were  Alonzo  A.,  a sketch  of 
whom  follows;  Emily  A.,  wife  of  Lucius 
R.  Fields,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio:  Degrass  S., 
who  enlisted,  during  the  Civil  war,  in 
Company  K,  Twenty-third  O.  V\  I.,  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Antietarn,  and 
died  six  days  later  in  the  field  hospital, 
aged  twenty-four  years;  and  Harlan  P., 
special  mention  of  whom  will  presently  be 
made.  The  mother  of  the  three  last  named 
children  was  born  in  New  Durham,  Greene 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1804,  and  was  killed 
bv  accident  in. Oberlin  June  12,  1876. 

Alonzo  A.  Chapman,  eldest  son  of  Thu- 
rot F.  Chapman,  was  born  August  25, 


1811,  at  Smithville.  N.  Y.,  and  was  mar- 
ried September  30,  1832,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Taylor,  by  whom  he  had  seven  chil- 
dren. He  was  for  many  years  a farmer  in 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  residents  of  that  town- 
ship, coming  there  with  his  parents  in 
1817.  He  was  called  upon  to  fill  various 
positions  of  trust  in  civil  and  religious 
affairs.  He  was  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  over  fifty  years,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  class  organized  at  LaPorte, 
Ohio.  He  moved  his  family  to  Ridge- 
ville,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1866,  and  was 
for  many  years  in  the  lumber  business. 
Mr.  Chapman  died  at  Ridgeville  Corners, 
Ohio,  August  5,  1890,  aged  seventy-nine 
years.  His  children  were  as  follows: 
William  T.,  Mary  L.,  Henry  L.  (1), 
Emory  N.,  Pamila  A.,  Facelia  S.  and 
Henry  L.  (2). 

"William  T.  Chapman,  eldest  son  of 
Alonzo  A.  Chapman,  was  born  in  Eaton 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  on  Butternut 
Ridge,  July  10,  1833,  and  was  married 
March  21,  1854,  to  Miss  Fidelia  S.  Banis- 
tee,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children. 
Ilis  vocation  has  been  that  of  teacher, 
having  entered  that  profession  in  the  fall 
of  1852,  and  continuing  therein  until  the 

- p 

spring  of  1890,  a period  of  thirty-eight 
years.  He  has  taught,  in  all,  tifty-seven 
terms  in  the  following  counties  of  Ohio: 
Eighteen  terms  in  Lorain,  one  in  Cuya- 
hoga, two  in  Defiance,  two  in  Lucas, 
| twenty- three  in  Henry  and  eleven  in  Ful- 
ton. In  1867  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Henry  county,  settling  in  Ridgeville, 
where  lie  now  (1893)  resides.  On  August 
4,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a private  soldier  in 
the  Union  army  to  assist  in  putting  down 
the  slaveholders’  Rebellion,  and  upon  the 
organization  of  the  company  he  was  made 
a sergeant.  In  December,  1862,  be  was 
made  orderly  sergeant,  and  in  June  fol- 
lowing received  a commission  as  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  II,  One  Hundred 
and  Third  O.  V.  1.;  in  March,  1864,  lie 
was  discharged  for  physical  disability  by 
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order  of  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
J I is  children  are  Winnie  E.,  Myra  0.  and 
Myrta  .1 . 

Emory  N.  Chapman,  second  son  of 
Alonzo  A.  Chapman,  enlisted  August  11, 
1862,  in  Company  II,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  0.  V.  I.;  discharged  September  17, 
1864,  on  account  of  wound  received  at 
Resaca,  Ga.,  May  14,  1804. 

Henry  L.  Chapman,  fourth  son  of 
Alonzo  A.  Chapman,  enlisted  December 
24,  1803,  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty- fourth  O.  V.  I.;  was  left  in 
tobacco  shed  with  the  smallpox  at  Con- 
cord Station,  East  Tenn.;  both  feet  were 
frozen  so  that  the  toes  came  off;  discharged 
for  same  May  31,'  1 865. 

Harlan  P.  Chatman,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  family  sketch,  and  the  youngest 
child  born  to  Thurot  F.  and  Elizabeth 
(Furray)  Chapman,  was  born  on  Butternut 
Ridge,  in  Eaton  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  September  6, 1844.  In  his  boyhood 
and  early  youth  he  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  vicinity,  and  Oberlin  Col- 
lege two  terms,  in  the  meantime  being 

n t> 

reared  on  the  farm.  On  August  4,  1862, 
lie  enlisted  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred 
and  Third  Regiment  O.  V.  I.,  which  was 

•i  C7 

first  sent  to  Camp  Cleveland,  thence  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whence  they  marched  to 
Kentucky,  wintering  at  Frankfort.  In 
April,  1863,  they  moved  across  the  State 
to  the  Cumberland  river,  where  they  had 
several  skirmishes  with  the  Confederates, 
and  following  August  were  placed  under 
Burnside,  after  which  they  crossed  the 
Cumberland  Mountains  into  East  Tennes- 
see. Mr.  Chapman  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Blue  Spring,  Knoxville  and 
Armstrong’s  Hill,  at  which  latter  engage- 
ment, which  took  place  Thanksgiving  Day, 
November  25,  1863,  he  received  a serious 
wound,  from  which  he  never  fully  recov- 
ered, a musket  ball  being  left  imbedded  in 
the  hip  joint;  after  nine  months’  confine- 
ment to  hospital,  he  returned  home  on 
furlough.  Before  he  was  ordered  back  to 
hospital  he  was  married  March  31,  1864, 


Pitkin,  of  Brunswick, 
and  he  was  not  called 
the  army. 
, 1864,  he 
in  Carlisle 
Here  were 


in 


to  Miss  Mary  C. 

Medina  Co.,  Ohio, 
upon  for  further  service 
After  his  discharge,  June 
settled  on  his  present  farm 
township,  village  of  LaPorte. 
born  to  him  and  his  wife  three  children, 
viz.:  Erie  D.,  educated  at  Elyria  and  Ober- 
lin; Otto  B.  and  Oleo.  Politically  our 
subject  is  a sound  Republican,  and  for 
three  years  served  as  postmaster  at  La- 
Porte; in  November,  1892,  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Lorain  county,  and  was  duly 
installed  into  said  office  on  September 
4,  1893. 


^=pHOMAS  MILFORD,  a representa- 
tive farmer  of  Amherst  township,  is 
a native  of  “ Merrie  England,”  born 
- in  Clipston,  Northamptonshire,  in 
1827,  a son  of  John  and  Sophia 
j (Falkner)  Wilford,  of  the  same  county. 

The  mother  died  at  Clipston,  England,  in 
! 1835. 

John  Wilford,  who  was  a shoemaker,  in 
| 1838  came  to  the  United  States  and  to 
1 Elyria,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
1 his  trade.  From  there  he  moved  to  North 
f Amherst  with  one  Thomas  Quirk,  and  to- 
S gether  they  carried  on  a boot  and  shoe 
t business  till  in  1840,  when  he  bought 

O 

Quirk  out.  He  then  went  to  Lorain,  same 
county,  where  he  opened  out  both  a shoe 
store  and  a meat  market,  and  passed  the 
I rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1872.  In  North 
| Amherst  he  had  married  Nancy  Stanton, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  viz. : 
Richard  (married),  living  in  Cleveland; 
i Lucy,  wife  of  George  Peach,  of  Toledo, 
i Ohio;  and  George,  married  and  living  in 
.North  Amherst,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with 
his  father  to  the  United  States  and  to  Lo- 
rain county,  and  received  his  education 
partly  in  the  schools  of  England,  partly  in 
1 those  of  Lorain  county.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  North  Amherst,  in  Company  I, 

| One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  O.  V.  L, 


. 
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for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and 
served  on  Johnson’s  Island  to  the  close  of 
the  strucnde — twenty-one  months  in  all. 
Returning  to  Lorain  county,  he  recom- 
menced the  pursuits  of  peace,  cultivating 
his  farm,  and  he  now  owns  a good  property 
of  sixty  acres  in  a prime  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  Wilford  in  politics  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  is  a strong  Prohibitionist;  at 
one  time  he  joined  the  Murphy  movement, 
and  lie  is  a strong  ad vocate  of  temperance. 
He  is  a member  of  Rice  Post,  Xo.  148 
G.A.R.,at  North  Amherst.  Wlienayoung 
man  lie  sailed  the  lakes  two  or  three  sea- 
sons, and  spent  two  years  in  Kankakee 
county.  111.,  working  at  day  labor. 


'AMES  JACKSOX,  who  for  the 
! past  half  century  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  was  born 
October  5,  1816,  in  Champion,  Jefferson 
county,  New  York. 

lie  is  a grandson  of  Reuben  Jackson,  and 
son  of  Daniel,  who  was  born  in  1775  in 
Pittsiield,  Mass.,  where  he  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  under  his  father.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Patty 
Kellogg,  who  was  born  in  Pittsfield  in 
1785,  and  while  residing  in  Massachusetts 
three  children  were  born  to  them,  as  fol- 
lows: Jane,  who  married  Ilarvv  Birdseye, 
died  in  Trenton,  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y.,  when 
aged  eighty-four  years;  Pliny,  born  in 
1806;  and  Sally,  who  married  William 
Gillett,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  in 
Penfield,  Ohio.  Between  1812  and  1815 
the  family  removed  west  to  Jefferson 
county.  X.  Y.,  and  bought  the  farm  where- 
on  the  parents  passed  the  remaining  years 
of  their  lives,  the  father  engaging  chiefly 
in  agriculture,  although  he  also  followed 
his  trade  to  some  extent.  In  Xew  York 
State  were  born  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Susan,  who  married  William  Chap- 
man, and  died  in  Chicago  at  an  advanced 
age;  Maria,  who  married  Ferdinand  Turni- 


cliff,  and  died  in  Pittsfield,  Ohio;  Jason, 
a farmer,  who  died  in  Champion,  Jefferson 
Co.,  X.  Y. ; Daniel,  also  deceased  in 
Champion,  X.  Y.;  James,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Charille,  who  married  Hiram 
Hopkins,  and  died  in  Wellington,  Ohio; 
Jesse,  a farmer  of  Humboldt  county,  Iowa; 
and  Belah,  who  died  after  reaching  adult 
age  in  Champion,  Jefferson  Co.,  X.  Y. 
Mr.  Jackson  was  a very  successful  farmer. 
He  was  a man  of  wonderful  vitality,  ac- 
tive and  capable  of  performing  a hardday’s 
work  to  the  very  end  of  his  life;  he  died 
suddenly,  while  chopping  wood,  in  his 
eighty-fourth  year.  He  frequently  re- 
marked that  he  did  not  know  what  it  was 
to  feel  tired.  In  politics  he  was  an  Old- 
line  Whig,  a stanch  member  of  the  party. 
His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three 
years,  and  lies  buried  by  his  side  in  Cham- 
pion cemetery ; they  were  devout  members 
of  the  Old-school  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  was  a man  so  highly  respected,  es- 
teemed and  loved  everywhere,  that  it  could 
almost  be  said  he  had  not  an  enemy  in  the 
world. 

James  Jackson  attended  the  common 
schools,  but  in  his  youth  cared  so  little  for 
study  that  he  preferred  to  stay  at  home 
and  assist  with  the  duties  on  the  farm. 
His  first  knowledge  of  agriculture  was  ob- 
tained  under  his  father  on  the  home  place, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  In  June,  1843,  he  set 
out  for  Ohio,  traveling,  on  the  first  railroad 
he  ever  saw,  to  Buffalo,  where  he  took 
passage  on  a lake  boat  for  Black  River 
(now  Lorain),  Lorain  county,  his  destina- 
tion being  Pittsfield,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  had  a brother-in-law,  named  Turnicliff, 
with  whom  he  resided  for  some  time. 
Then,  in  company  with  his  brother  Daniel, 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  a tract  of  fif- 
teen acres  in  Pittsfield  township,  which, 
after  many  days  of  hard  labor,  clearing  and 
preparing  the  land,  which  was  all  in  the 
woods,  they  sowed  to  wheat;  but  just  a 
few  weeks  before  harvest  time  a heavy 
frost  destroyed  the  crops,  and  eighteen 
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months  of  labor  were  lost.  On  February 
10,  1848,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jael  lv.  Coats,  who  was 
born  January  22,  1819,  in  the  town  of 
Amherst,  Erie  Co.,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Dianthe  (Harmon)  Coats,  who 
came  to  Ohio  in  1836,  locating  first  in 
Clarksfield,  Huron  county,  and  later  re- 
moving to  New  London  township,  same 
county,  where  the  parents  died  and  were 
buried.  After  marriage  Mr.  Jackson  took 
up  his  home  in  a small  framehouse,  18x22, 
which  he  had  erected,  and  there  resided 
until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Penfield 
township,  and  purchased,  from  David  Cur- 
tice, 114  acres  of  land,  which  then  con- 
tained no  improvements  but  a log  bouse 
and  barn.  Here  he  has  since  resided,  and 
he  has  cultivated  and  improved  the  land, 
and  put  up  all  the  farm  buildings  thereon, 
as  well  as  a comfortable  residence,  which 
was  erected  in  1873.  Having  had  but  lit- 
tie  assistance  in  life,  his  present  prosperity 
is  all  the  direct  result  of  his  own  efforts. 
In  his  political  preferences  he  was  origin- 
ally an  Old-line  Whig,  casting  his  first 
vote  for  William  H.  Harrison,  and  is  now 
a stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
never  missing  an  election,  though  he  is  not 
an  active  politician.  In  religious  matters 
he  is  a member  of  the  IT.  P>.  Church,  his 
wife  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  with  which  she 
united  in  1838.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson 
are  the  parents  of  children  as  follows:  Al- 
bert K.,  a resident  of  Curtice,  Ottawa  Co., 
Ohio;  Sally,  who  died  young;  Antoinette, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
Charles  E.,  of  Farnam,  Dawson  Co.,  Xeb., 
a carpenter  by  trade;  and  Emma  L.  (at 
home)  and  Amy  E.  (Mrs.  August  Griffis, 
of  Farnam,  Xeb.),  twins. 


G LAYTON  J.  BELL,  a well-known 
wide-awake  and  go-ahead  young 
j farmer  of  Brighton  township,  is  a 
native  of  same,  born  June  4,  1859, 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
lives  ou. 


John  Bell,  grandfather  of  subject,  was 
born  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  in 
1800,  and  in  early  boyhood  was  appren- 
ticed to  a carpenter;  but  not  liking  the 
trade  he  ran  away  from  his  employer  be- 
fore completing  Ids  apprenticeship.  In  his 
native  land  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Grundale,  also  born  in  1800,  and  in  1831 
they  came  to  the  United  States,  bringing 
their  little  son.  John,  and  locating  near 
Clarksville,  X.  J.,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment, first  as  a common  laborer,  later  as 
gate  tender  on  the  Morristown  Canal,  he 
doing  the  night  work,  his  wife,  the  day 
work.  There  were  born  to  them  children 
as  follows:  Mary  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Sheldon 
Clark,  of  Brighton  townshio,  Lorain 
county;  Montgomery,  a farmer  of  Eaton 
county,  Mich.;  Amanda  M.  (deceased), 
married  to  Michael  Backins;  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  Newton  Snow,  of  Bedford,  Ohio; 
Henry,  born  in  1842.  a farmer  in  Eaton 
county,  Mich.;  and  Margaret  (Mrs.  Lucas), 
of  Camden,  Ohio,  now  forty-four  years  old. 
In  1842  the  family,  attracted  hither  by  an 
old  friend,  Isaac  Griggs,  who  some  years 
before  had  settled  in  Brighton  township, 
Lorain  county,  followed  him  to  that  town- 
ship, where  the  father  bought  land.  Here 
he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  May 
2,  1863,  and  was  buried  in  Brighton  ceme- 
tery;  his  widow  still  survives  him,  now 
aged  ninety-three  years,  wonderfully  hale 
and  hearty  considering  her  patriarchal 
years.  Mr.  Bell  was  a hard-working  man, 
one  who  prospered  and  made  his  mark  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived.  Politi- 
cally he  was  originally  a Democrat,  but 
during  the  later  years  of  his  life  voted 
under  the  banner  of  the  Republican  party; 
in  his  native  country  he  was  a member 
of  the  Church  of  England,  but  did  not 
unite  with  any  denomination  in  the  United 
States. 

John  Bell,  Jr.,  father  of  Clayton  J.  Beil, 
was  born  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland, 
in  December,  1830,  and  was  but  an  infant 
when  his  parents  brought  him  to  America. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  he  came  with  the  rest 
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of  the  family  to  Ohio,  and  when  old-  j 

enough  worked  oat  as  a farm  hand,  thus  j 

securing  a fair  start  in  life  a~  an  anricul- 
© # t 1 

turist.  By  untiring  energy,  patient  toil 
and  judicious  economy  he  found  himself 
the  owner  of  115  acres  of  prime  land,  on 
which  lie  built  a comfortable  residence  and 
commodious  outhouses.  On  March  17,  j 
1879,  he  departed  this  life,  and  was  buried 
in  Brighton  cemetery;  his  wife  was  called 
from  earth  March  2(1,  1889.  She  was  Miss 
Sophronia  Kingsbury,  born  in  Brighton 
township,  Lorain  county,  of  an  old  pioneer 
family,  and  their  children  were  two  sons: 
Clayton  J.  and  Elmer,  both  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity;  Elmer  died  when  twenty- 
three  years  old,  and  was  buried  in  Brigh- 
ton  cemetery. 

Clayton  J.  Bell  received  his  education 

at  the  common  schools  of  the  neighbor- 

© 

hood  of  his  place  of  birth,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life  from  early  boyhood.  On  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1879.  the  charge  of 
the  farm  fell  to  him,  and  he  has  ever  since 
retained  it,  owning  the  entire  homestead, 
and  representing  the  third  generation  who 
have  lived  on  it  as  owners.  On  November  j 
9,  1887,  he  married  Ella  Dugan,  who  was  j 
born  August  15,  1868,  in  Oberlin,  Lorain  1 
Co.,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Coughlin)  Dugan,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  1826,  in  County  Tipperary,  ! 
Ireland,  and  died  April  8,  18H.  the  latter  j 
born  in  1836,  in  County  Kilkenny,  Ire-  : 
land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have  one  son,  | 
"Walter  J.,  born  June  25,  1889.  In  politi-  , 
cal  predilections  Mr.  Bell  is  a Democrat;  j 
Mrs.  Bell  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Church  at  "Wake man,  Ohio. 


N.  GARVER,  M.  D.,  Lorain,  is  a I 
native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Wayne  j 
county  in  1858,  a son  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Shoemaker!  Carver,  also 


natives  of  1\  ayne  county,  where  the 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all 
his  life,  dying  in  1871.  The  mother  is 
now  residing  in  West  Salem,  Ohio.  They 


were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  nine 
of  whom  are.  yet  living.  Grandfather 
David  Garver  was  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  an  early  pioneer  of  TV  ayne 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of 
his  life  in  farming. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
literary  education  in  his  native  county,  and 
at  Lodi,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  In  T\  ayne 
county  he  followed  teaching  for  a time, 
and  then,  in  1876,  entered  Wooster  (Ohio) 
Medical  University,  where  he  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1879.  The  Doctor  then 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Medina  county,  where  he  continued 
until  1882,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
Lorain  county,  and  here  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  successful  practice,  his  office 
being  now  in  the  “South  End.”  Ilis 
residence  is  on  Bank  street. 

In  1879  Dr.  Garver  was  married,  in 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Alice  Dris- 
kell,  a native  of  same,  and  daughter  of 
Hugh  and  Florida  (Allen)  Driskell,  of 
Ohio,  the  father  deceased  in  Medina  county 
in  1876;  the  mother  now  resides  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Garver.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  have  been  born  two  children: 
Birt  and  Lou.  Dr.  Garver  in  his  political 
predilections  is  a Republican,  and  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  theM.  E.  Church,  of  which 
he  is  a trustee. 


' ENRY  MOLE.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative self-made  agriculturists 
of  Grafton  township,  who,  begin- 
nintr  life  with  little  or  no  aid,  have 
reached  the  top  round  of  the  ladder 
of  success,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  July  20,  1824,  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Bauman)  Mole. 

He  was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
farm  life,  and,  his  parents  being  poor  peo- 
ple, he  had  but  limited  educational  oppor- 
tunities, as  he  could  not  be  spared  from 
the  farm.  When  a young  man  he  was 
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married  March  20,  1S50,  in  his  native 
country,  to  Ann  Gardner,  and  same  year, 
deciding  to  try  his  fortune  in  America, 
sailed  from  Plymouth,  England,  on  the 
vessel  “Cornwall.”  During  the  early  part 
of  the  voyage  a storm  arose,  and  the  ves- 
sel put  back  into  port  until  it  subsided, 
but  their  passage  to  New  York,  which 
lasted  three  weeks,  was  very  rough.  They 
immediately  proceeded  to  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  on  his  arrival  Mr. 
Mole  had  about  fifty  dollars  in  cash,  which 
he  had  saved  from  his  meager  earnings. 
Here  he  purchased  land  (going  into  debt  \ 
for  same),  and,  as  the  forest  thereon  was  j 
very  dense,  a great  amount  of  labor  was  j 
required  to  clear  it  for  crops.  After  a ten  i 
years’  residence  on  this  farm  he  disposed  ! 
of  it  at  a profit,  and  bought  land  in  other 
parts  of  the  same  township,  acquiring  dif- 
ferent tracts,  which  he  improved,  and  in-  ! 
variably  sold  at  a good  profit.  In  1870  he 
came  to  Grafton  township,  locating  on  his 
present  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
successfully  engaged  in  general  agriculture 
and  dairying.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mole 
were  born  eight  children,  namely:  John, 
deceased;  William,  a farmer  in  Grafton 
township;  Henry  and  James,  both  farming 
in  Michigan;  George,  farmino-  in  Eaton 
township;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Perry  D. 
Mennell,  of  Grafton;  Charles  and  Rosa. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  No-  j 
vember  14,  1874,  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Mole 
married,  April  5,  1879,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Cousins,  who  died  in  April,  1881.  For 
his  third  wife  he  married,  August  31,  ; 
1881,  Mrs.  Melvina  (Holly)  Adams,  who 
was  born  February  18,  1849,  in  Lake 
county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Mole  is  an  energetic, 
hard-working  industrious  man,  and  has 
accumulated  considerable'  property.  He 
has  given  each  of  his  children  a crood  start 
in  life,  expending  therefor  about  nine 
thousand  dollars  in  cash;  but  he  still  re- 
tains 122  acres  of  choice  land.  He  has 
paid  several  visits  to  his  native  country, 
and  in  his  affluence  he  has  not  forgotten 

O | 


his  relatives  who  have  been  less  prosper- 
ous, as  is  shown  by  his  frequent  remit- 
tances to  them.  He  is  a stanch  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  does  not 
m inode  in  politics;  while  not  a member  of 
any  church,  he  is  a devout  believer  in  the 
principles  of  Christianity,  and  contributes 
liberally  toward  its  support. 


IV. /ff  AX  MOREHOUSE,  senior  mem- 

I \nll  *>er  ^ie  frnn  °£  Morehouse  & 
!|  J J|  Starr,  dealers  in  Ladies’  Furnish- 
■JJ  ing Goods,  Elvria,  and  the  voting- 
est  merchant  in  the  place,  is  a 
native  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  born  October  15, 
1866. 

He  received  his  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  in 
Oberlin.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he 
entered  the  dry-goods  store  of  Mr.  Marx 
Straus,  a leading  merchant  of  Elyria,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1890,  when  he  commenced  business  on  his 
own  account.  It  may  be  said  of  him  that 
he  literally  “ rose  from  the  ranks,”  having 
made  a beginning  as  errand  boy,  closing 
his  industrious  career  with  Mr.  Straus  in 
the  position  of  head  buyer  and  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm.  When  Mr.  Morehouse 
and  Mr.  Starr  commenced  business  to- 
gether the  amount  of  their  stock  did  not 
exceed  three  thousand  dollars,  while  to-day 
it  averages  fully  eight  thousand  dollars. 

In  November,  1892,  Mr.  Morehouse 
opened,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Carter 
and  Mr.  Reese,  a dry-goods  store  in  Lo- 
rain (the  leading  house  of  the  kind  there), 
the  style  of  the  firm  being  Morehouse, 
Carter  & Reese.  The  store  is  40x80  feet 
in  size,  and  seven  clerks  handle  the  fifteen- 
thousand-dollar  stock,  which  is  all  bought 
by  Mr.  Morehouse  himself,  everything  be- 
ing under  his  personal  supervision;  and 
both  enterprises  are  doing  a good  business. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a son  of 
Andrew  and  Edith  (Rrown)  Morehouse. 
His  father  died  in  1883,  since  which  time 
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he  has  entirely  supported  his  mother,  and 
proven  himself  one  of  the  kindest  and  most 
devoted  of  sons.  His  life  has  all  been 
spent  in  Lorain  county,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  years  in  Allegan,  Mich.,  when  a 
small  child. 

Although  leaving  school  at  an  early  age, 
Mr.  Morehouse  has  attained  a liberal  edu- 
cation, and  a large  amount  of  culture,  by 
being  a close  student  of  men,  and  the  read- 
ing  of  many  good  books.  He  in  a pro- 
nounced champion  of  education,  particu- 
larly a practical  one  for  all  boys,  and  he 
himself  is  a living  example  of  what  may 
be  accomplished  by  solid  integrity,  strict 
attention  to  business,  industry  and  judi- 
cious economy.  Politically  he  is  an  Inde- 
pendent, believing  in  voting  for  good  men 
and  right  principles  rather  than  party.  He 
has  not  yet  enrolled  himself  in  the  noble 
army  of  Benedicts. 

His  grandfather,  Thomas  Brown,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  pioneers  now  living  in  the 
county,  having  settled  in  Lorain  in  1829. 
lie  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  is  still  active,  and  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  county  fairs. 


\ ENRY  J.  EADY,  proprietor  of  a 
^ : well  nown  and  popular  drug-store 
j in  Elyria,  is  a native  of  England, 
born  in  Cottesbrook,  Northamp- 
tonshire, April  28,  1816. 

Samuel  Eady,  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  an  innkeeper  at  Brixworth,  a villao-e  in 
England,  during  good  old  stage  times, 
where  he  married  Elizabeth  Underwood, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children — four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  viz.:  Thomas,  John, 
Francis,  Henry,  Elizabeth  (unmarried), 
and  Mary  (wife  of  Thomas  Barker,  a prom- 
inent horse  dealer  of  London).  The  sons 
were  all  farmers  in  England,  farming  lands 
near  each  other,  and  Francis  was  not  only 
a large  farmer,  but  an  innkeeper  as  well, 
doing  a prosperous  business. 


Thomas  Eady,  father  of  Henry  J.,  was 
born,  in  1806,  at  Brixworth,  in  Northamp- 
tonshire, where  he  was  reared.  In  1827 
he  married  Susan  Holt,  of  the  same  vil- 
lage, where  they  were  neighbors  and  chil- 
dren together.  Their  children,  six  in 
number,  were:  William  (in  New  Zealand), 
John  (deceased), Francis  and  Thomas  (both 
in  England),  Mary  Ann  (wife  of  John 
L.antsbery,  of  Carlisle  township,  Lorain 
county),  and  Henry  J.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch).  The  father  died  in  1862;  he  had 
been  an  officeholder  in  the  villages  of 
Cottesbrook  and  Creaton;  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1884  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years. 

Henry  J.  Eady,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  taking 
also  a grammar-school  course  at  Guils- 
borough.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  in  his  early  youth  was  of  no  lit- 
tle assistance  to  his  parents  in  the  many 
duties  incident  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil  and  the  harvesting  of  crops.  In  1864, 
in  company  with  his  sister  and  her  hus- 
band, he  came  to  the  United  States,  land- 
ing in  New  York  November  25,  the  day  the 
attempt  to  set  fire  to  that  city  was  frus- 
trated. Soon  afterward  he  came  to  Ely- 
ria, Ohio,  and  for  a year  or  two  worked  on 
a farm,  after  which  he  entered  the  factory 
of  Topi  iff,  Sampsell  & Ely.  in  the  same 
town,  studying  evenings  in  the  office  of 
his  friend,  Dr.  B.  W.  Sampsell.  In  1868, 
having  developed  a liking  for  the  drug 
business,  he  commenced  learning  same 
with  W.  H.  Park,  in  his  store  in  the  old 
Beebe  Block,  now  Andwur,  Elyria,  where 
he  remained  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  embarked  in  the  business  for  his 
own  account,  his  first  store  being  in  an  old 
wooden  building.  No.  8 Cheapside  east  of 
tiie  park.  In  1870  he  paid  a visit  to  his 
native  land,  spending  the  winter  there,  and 
in  the  following  spring  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  to  Elyria.  Since  1873 
he  has  been  continuously  in  the  druu  busi- 
ness in  the  same  location,  and  is  now  a 
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registered  pharmacist;  also  has  held  prom- 
inent positions  in  the  State  Association. 
Ilis  success  has  been  almost  phenomenal, 
and  he  has  gradually  increased  his  trade 
until  to-day  lie  is  proprietor  of  the  leading 
drug  business  in  Elyria.  In  1S85  he 
erected  the  handsome  three-story  business 
block,  on  the  same  lot  as  his  old  store. 
Also,  in  1892,  lie  built  the  block,  No.  16 
Cbeapside,  one  of  the  handsomest  build- 
ings in  the  town,  the  first  floor  of  which  is 
rented  for  a carpet  store,  and  the  upper 
floors  as  his  own  residence.  Indeed,  for 
his  means,  Mr.  Eady  has  done  more  build- 
ing than  any  other  person  in  Elyria.  For 
twenty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Agricultural  Association  of  Lorain,  and 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything  | 
pertaining  to  the  farm.  In  1881  lie  took 
another  trip  to  England,  spending  the  sum-  i 
mer  among  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood. 

On  February  16,  1876,  Mr.  Eady  was  I 
married  to  Charlotte  Ellen  (“  Nellie”') 
Noakes,  daughter  of  Rev.  E.  T.  Noakes,  j 
13.  13.,  the  then  Episcopal  clergyman  at  | 
Elyria,  flow  of  the  First  Reformed  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Cleveland.  The  N oakes 
family  trace  their  lineage  to  Sussex,  Eng- 
land, where  many  of  the  name  are  still 
prominent.  Rev.  13r.  Noakes  married  Miss 
Sarah  Piper,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  viz.:  Charlotte  Ellen  (Mrs. 
II.  J.  Eady),  Florence  T.  (Mrs.  X.  P. 
Wooster, of  Elyria),  Fannie, (Mrs.  J.  S.Van- 
Epps,  Cleveland),  and  Grace  and  Gertrude 
(still  under  the  paternal  roof).  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ead,  y was  born  one  child  that  died 
in  infancy  unnamed.  Politically  Mr.  Eady  j 
is  a stanch  Republican,  but  his  business  j 
demanding  and  receiving  all  his  time,  he 
is  not  an  officeholder.  Socially  he  is  a 
.member  of  the  F.  A.  M.,  I.O.  (3.  F.,  and 
K.  of  H.,  of  which  last-named  Order  he 
has  been  treasurer  since  1879;  also  for 
several  years  was  treasurer  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
at  Elyria.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  treas-  J 
urer  of  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church  of 
Elyria,  of  which  he  and  his  wife  are  con-  j 
stant  attendants.  Mr.  Eady  is  a strong  j 


advocate  for  the  support  of  home  indus- 
tries, and  has  given  liberally  of  his  means 
toward  the  improvement  of  the  city  of  his 
adoption.  lie  has  brought  around  him  a 
host  of  friends  in  and  about  Elyria,  whose 
confidence  he  well  merits,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  known  business  men  of  the  place. 


CCEORGE  L.  COUCH,  mayor  of  Well- 
IY  ington,  and-  a well-known  furniture 
5;  dealer,  is  a native  of  that  town,  born 
September  4,  1850. 

A.  G.  Couch,  father  of  subject, 
was  born  in  December,  1819,  in  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.,  and  in  1843  came  west  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in  Welling- 
ton, where  he  established  the  present 
business  owned  by  his  son  George  L. ; and 
until  recent  years  he  was  interested  in  the 
extensive  furniture  factory.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  E.  Durkee,  who  was 
born  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  1824,  and 
children  as  follows  were  born  to  them: 
Julia  A.,  Ella  X.,  George  L.,  Waiter  E. 
and  Nellie  E.  In  politics  the  father  was 
originally  an  Old-line  Whig,  and  of  later 
years  has  been  a straight  Republican; 
prior  to  and  during  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion he  was  a strong  Abolitionist. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  township,  and  in  early  boyhood 
commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  cabinet 
maker  in  his  father’s  shop,  which  he  now 
successfully  operates.  Some  twenty  years 
ago  he  became  a partner  with  his  father  in 
the  business,  and  eight  years  later  bought 
out  the  entire  business.  In  188(3  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  May  II., 
daughter  of  Rev.  E.  H.  Bush,  and  two 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  viz.: 
Treva  May  and  Florence  E. 

Politically  Mr.  Couch  has  always  been 
an  uncompromising  Republican,  and  since 
the  Grant-Greeley  campaign  has  been 
active  in  the  interests  of  the  party,  attend- 
ing nearly  every  National,  State  and  county 
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convention  since  the  ITayes  administration. 
For  more  than  ten  years  he  was  a member 
,of  the  county  committee,  and  in  18S5  was 
elected  a member  of  the  State  Central 
Committee;  during  the  following  four  years 
lie  served  on  Gov.  Foraker's  military  staff. 
In  municipal  affairs  he  has  always  taken  a 
great  interest,  but  decliued  to  become  a 
candidate  for  any  office  until  1890,  at 
which  time  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
mayor.  So  acceptably  did  he  fill  the  office 
as  to  be  twice  re-elected  without  opposi- 
tion, which  office  he  continues  to  hold, 
lie  is  a leading  man  in  every  way,  admira- 
bly adapted  to  the  exalted  position  he 
holds  in  his  native  town.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Encamp- 
ment, and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 


GC.  CRAGIN,  the  well-known  farmer 
and  dairyman,  is  one  of  the  most 
* active  men  of  his  ao-e  in  Grafton 

. O 

township,  where  he  is  owner  of 
eighty-one  acres  of  fine  land  and  a pleas- 
ant home.  Though  now  nearly  seventy- 
two  years  of  age,  he  can  still  do  a good  day’s 
work  in  the  field,  “holding  up  his  end” 
with  the  hired  men,  for  his  health  and 
strength  have  been  preserved  by  consider- 
ate care  and  temperate  habits. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  15, 
1821,  in  "Weston,  "Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  a son 
of  Benjamin  Cragin,  a farmer,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Mahala  Boyington.  In  the  Green 
Mountain  State  they  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Lorena,  who  married  Oliver  Bell, 
died  in  LaGrange,  Ohio;  Benjamin,  a re- 
tired farmer  of  LaGrange;  Charles  C.,  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir;,  Adna  A.,  who  died  in 
LaGrange,  Lorain  county:  Esther,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  Horace,  who 
died  in  LaGrange;  Harrison,  a farmer  of 
LaGrange;  Elizabeth  (born  in  Ohio),  widow 

of  George  Chamberlain,  living  in  M ilwau- 
© ^ © 
kee.  In  September,  1835,  the  family  set 

out  from  Vermont  in  a wagon  for  Buffalo, 

N Y.,  whence  they  proceeded  by  Lake  Erie 


to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  there  by  road  to 
Lorain  county.  Here,  while  stopping  with 
an  acquaintance  to  rest  after  their  long 
journey,  they  bee  . me  so  impressed  with  the 
country  that,  they  decided  to  remain,  and 
Mr.  Cragin  purchased  a part  of  Lot  No. 61, 
Grafton  township,  containing  155  acres  of 
woodland,  at  four  dollars  per  acre;  there 
was  no  house  of  any  kind  on  the  place,  but 
it  was  not  long  before  a dwelling  22x32 

feet,  and  one  and  one-half  stories  high,  was 

• • • 

erected,  all  the  timber  for  it  being  cut  by 
Mr.  Cragin  himself.  Here  this  pioneer 
toiled  and  prospered,  assisting  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  country,  and  witnessing 
the  onward  march  of  civilization  close  on 
the  heels  of  the  retiring  Red  Indian  and 
the  yet  more  fierce  panther,  wolf  and  bear. 
He  died  July  31,  1865,  his  wife  in  1855, 
and  they  were  buried  in  "West  Grafton 
cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  was  trus- 
tee, steward  and  class-leader,  and  in  politics 
he  was  originally  an  Old-line  Whig,  after- 
ward a Republican.  He  was  a very  robust 
man,  and  at  sixty  years  of  age  could  rake 
and  bind  all  day  after  a cradler  in  the  har- 
vest fields. 

C.  C.  Cragin,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  part  of  his  education  in 
his  native  State,  and  part  in  Lorain  county, 
Edward  Perkins  being  his  first  teacher  in 
the  latter.  He  attended  about  three  months 
in  the  year,  the  remainder  of  his  boyhood 
being  devoted  to  the  farm,  under  his 
father’s  tuition.  For  six  years  after  his 
marriage  he  had  charge  of  the  home  farm, 
and  then  bought  thirty-three  acres  in 
Grafton  township,  on  which  there  was  a 
log  house,  where  the  family  lived  two 
years,  when  a more  substantial  residence 
was  erected.  In  1863  Mr.  Cragin  came  to 
his  present  farm,  bought  from  Josiah 
Turner,  and  which  is  a part  of  the  original 
Turner  tract.  Here  lie  built  new  out- 
buildings, and  otherwise  improved  the 
property.  For  the  past  thirty  years  he  has 
been  engao-ed  in  the  dairvino  business  in 

addition  to  general  farming.  . 

© © 


. 

, 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


805 


On  May  8,  1844,  Mr.  Cragin  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jane  Wilkins,  who  was  born 
April  18,  1826,  in  western  Vermont,  a 
daughter  of  Silas  and  Hannah  (Tenney) 
Wilkins,  who  came  with  their  family  to 
Ohio  in  1834,  driving  to  Troy,  N.  Y., 
thence  taking  canal  to  Buffalo,  lake  to 
Cleveland,  and  wagon  to  LaG range  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  Miss  Wilkins 
was  wooed  and  won  by  our  subject.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Cra- 
gin were  four  in  number:  Andrew’  J.,  wdio 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years:  Esther 

C*  * *• 

M.,  who  died  when  thirteen  months  old; 
Ellen  A.,  who  died  when  three  years  old; 
and  Juliette,  residing  with  her  parents. 
Politically  our  subject  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, although  his  first  Presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  a Democrat,  and  he  has  held 
several  township  offices,  such  as  assessor, 
declining  many  others.  Mrs.  Cragin  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Eel- 
den,  and  they  are  respected  far  and  near 
as  good  neighbors  and  kind-hearted  people. 


[f  RTHUR  W.  NICHOLS  (deceased) 
was  born  in  Eaton  township,  Lo- 
rain  Co.,  Ohio,  July  2,  1854,  a son 
of  Mason  E.  and  Joann  (Mead) 
Nichols,  the  father  a native  of 
Crown  Point,  Lake  Champlain,  whence  in 
1832  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  to  Eaton  township  in  1851, 
and  to  Elyria  in  1876.  He  was  a farmer 
by  vocation,  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
a member  of  the  Disciple  Church.  He 
married  Ytiss  Joann  Mead,  who  was  born 
in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  July  16, 
1833,  and  they  had  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  died  in  infancy;  the 
others  are  all  living,  with  the  exception  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs.  Joann 
Nichols  died  November  9,  1S64,  and  in 
1865  Mason  E.  Nichols  was- united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mahala  Cousins. 

Arthur  W.  Nichols  received  his  elemen- 
tary education  at  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  township,  after  which  he  at- 


j tended  school  at  Oberlin  and  Delaware, 
j Ohio.  After  pursuing  a law  course  in  Chi- 
I eago,  111.,  he  located  in  Elyria,  Lorain  Co., 
j Ohio,  where,  in  1880,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  law,  carrying  on  at  the  same 
time  an  insurance  and  money-loaning  busi- 
ness; and  had  he  lived  he  would  have  made 
his  mark  in  the  legal  profession.  He  died 
1 December  26,  1886.  Mr.  Nichols  was  a 
member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Royal  Ar- 
canum, Chosen  Friends  and  Good  Temp- 
! lars,  in  which  latter  Society  lie  was  grand 
r secretary  of  the  State  Lodge  for  several 
| years,  and  he  visited  IV  ashing  ton,  D.  C.,  and 
! Toronto,  Canada,  as  a delegate  of  the  Order. 

; In  religious  connection  he  was  a member 
; of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

On  October  18,  1882,  Mr.  Nichols  was 
: united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nettie 
i Squires,  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born  in 
1862  near  Elyria,  a daughter  of  Anson  and 
Lydia  (Richardson)  Squires,  the  father 
born  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain, N.  Y.,  in  1822;  when  a small  boy 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days, 

| dying  April  9,  1872,  in  Elyria,  to  which 
| town  he  had  retired  from  his  farm.  He 
j was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a raem- 
| her  of  the  Methodist  Church.  M;y . Ni- 
i chols  has  one  child,  Mason  A.,  a bright  and 
! interesting  boy,  who  was  born  September 
9,  1883. 


' 7 S.  METCALF.  This  gentleman,  a 
resident  of  Elyria,  now  some  five  or 
, \ six  years  retired  from  active  business, 
the  father  of  a larcre  and  hio-hly  re- 
spected  family,  comes  of  old  Puritan  stock 
on  both  sides  of  the  house.  The  first,  in 
this  country,  was  Michael  Metcalf,  who 
came  in  1637,  settling  near  Boston,  Mass. 
His  forefathers,  of  an  old  Saxon  and  Dan- 
ish family,  were  originally  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  lost  their  property  and  titles  in 
the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  being  ad- 
herents of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots;  but 
afterward  they  seem  to  have  become  rigid 
Puritans. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
January  29,  1822,  in  Worcester  county, 
Mass.,  a son  of  Isaac  and  Anna  (Stevens) 
Metcalf,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Elyria, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
The  father  was  also  a native  of  Worcester 
county,  Mass.,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  After  leaving  school  he  became 
a teacher  in  his  native  State,  for  a time 
having  an  excellent  private  school  in  Bos- 
ton, in  which  city  he  died  in  1831,  at  the 
age  of  lifty  years,  leaving  seven  children. 
The  son,  1.  S.,  passed  his  boyhood  in  Bos- 
ton, whence  he  moved  to  Bangor,  Maine. 
At  Bowdoin  College,  in  Brunswick,  Maine, 
he  graduated  in  1847,  after  which  he  pur- 
sued civil  engineering  on  railroad  surveys 
and  constructions  for  ten  years,  in  Massa-  j 
chusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Illinois,  j 
He  came  west  in  1850,  to  take  part  in  the  ! 
first  survey  of  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road. In  185G  he  settled  in  Elyria,  where 
he  has  ever  since  been  somewhat  promi- 
nently connected  with  most  public  inter- 
ests, moral  and  religious,  in  matters  of 
education  and  business. 

Mr.  Metcalf  has  been  twice  married: 
first  time  July  5,  1852,  in  Dunbarton,  1 
N.  H.,  to  Miss  Antoinette  Putnam,  a na-  j 
tive  of  that  town,  to  which  union  nine  j 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  W.  S.,  now 
in  business  in  Lawrence,  Kans. ; Charles,  | 
with  his  brother  W.  S. ; Marion,  for  about  j 
ten  years  a teacher  in  Wellesley  College,  I 
Mass.,  now  in  Hampton,  Aha.,  training  j 
colored  students  for  the  ministry;  Anna,  | 
wife  of  Professor  Root,  of  Oberlin:  John  1 
M.  P.,  professor  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Oberlin : P.  H.,  who  studied  theology 
at  Oberlin,  and  is  now  assistant  pastor  of 
the  P'irst  Congregational  Church  of  Des- 
Moines,  Iowa  (he  is  a musician  of  repute);  j 
Grace  Ethel,  a graduate  of  Oberlin.  and 
now  studying  at  Moody’s  School,  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  for  missionary  work;  Henry  M., 
a graduate  of  Oberlin,  now  clerking  for  ; 
his  brother  in  Lawrence,  Kans.;  and  An-  i 
toinette  P.,  a graduate  of  Oberlin,  spring 
of  1893.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  j 


August  14,  1875,  and  March  25,  1878, 
Mr.  Metcalf  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Harriet  Howes,  of  English  parentage, 
to  which  union  six  sons  have  been  born, 
viz.:  Ralph  Howes,  Joseph  Mayo,  Eliab 
Wight,  Isaac  Stevens  Jr.,  Keyes  De  Witt 
and  Thomas  Nelson.  Eight  of  Mr.  Met- 
calf’s  children  are  college  graduates,  either 
of  Oberlin,  Ohio,  or  of  Wellesley,  Mass., 
and  at  least  two  more  are  now  studying 
with  a view  to  a similar  education.  Po- 
litically our  subject  was  originally  a Whig, 
and  since  the  formation  of  the  party  has 
been  a stanch  Republican.  He  is  a con- 
sistent member  and  for  more  than  thirty 
years  an  officer  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  a strictly  conscientious  ad- 
vocate of  the  principles  of  temperance. 


T^REDERICK  S REEFY  (original 
spelling  Rifle)  is  a native  of  the 
,L(  Canton  of  Bern,  Switzerland,  born 
September  1,  1833,  in  the  village  of 
Boezingen. 

In  the  following  year  the  family  immi- 
grated to  America,  making  their  first 
home  in  the  United  States  on  a farm  near 
Mt.  Eaton,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  where 


young  Frederick  passed  his  boyhood,  work- 
ing in  the  fields  during  the  summers,  and 
attending  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  in  the  winter  months,  at 

o 

the  same  time  receiving  instruction  from 
his  parents  in  German.  Being  an  apt 
and  studious  scholar,  he  made  rapid  prog- 
ress with  his  books,  and  in  a few  years 
mastered  the  branches  taug'ht  in  the  dis- 
trict  schools.  In  1848  the  family  moved 
to  Tuscarawas  county,  same  State,  near 
AVilmot,  and  here  for  four  years  more  our 
subject  attended  school  and  worked  on  the 
farm.  He  also  began  teaching  in  the  win- 
ter,  during  the  summer  pursuing  the 
higher  branches  of  education,  which  course 
— teacher  and  student  alternately — con- 
tinued seven  years,  and  thereby  lie  ulti- 
mately became  a successful  educator. 


_ 
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In  the  spring  of  1860  Mr.  Reefy  went 
to  Roanoke,  Inch,  where  he  organized  the 
Roanoke  Educational  Society,  and  by  its 
aid  founded  Roanoke  Seminary,  at  the 
head  of  which  lie  remained  eight  years, 
during:  which  time  it  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  schools  in  northern  Indiana.  In 
1868,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he 
abandoned  teaching  for  a time,  and  subse- 
quently moved  to  Bluffton,  Ind.,  organ- 
ized the  graded  schools  of  that  place,  and 
remained  in  charge  as  superintendent  un- 
til 1872,  when  he  resigned,  and  with  his 
family  removed  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  where  lie 
became  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Elyria 
Constitution , now  the  Elyria  Democrat. 
In  1862  Mr.  Reefy  was  united  in  mar- 


riage with  Miss  Mary  Shearer. 


Jf AMES  JEWELL.  In  all  the  great 
| ‘-Buckeye  State”  there  is  no  county  - 
1 that,  for  its  population,  can  boast  of 
a oreater  number  of  self-made  men 

O 

who  have  risen  to  comparative  opulence  than 
Lorain,  and  among  this  class  stands  no  one 
more  prominent  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Mr.  Jewell  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
May  18,  1828,  in  Belmont  county,  thirteen 
miles  west  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  He  is  j 
a son  of  Parkinson  Jewell,  who  was  a son 
of  Zachariah,  whose  father  was  the  first  of  { 
the  family  to  land  on  the  shores  of  Amer-  ! 
ica.  This  earliest  known  progenitor  of  the 
Jewell  family  came  from  England  prior  to  ( 
the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  served, 
being  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  i 
just  seven  years  after  his  arrival  in  the  ! 
Kevv  World.  He  left  a widow  and  three  j 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  in  course  of  i 

o 

time  the  sons  were  “bound  out”  as  ap- 
prentices to  various  trades. 

Zachariah,  one  of  these  sons,  found  his 
lot  cast  with  a Southern  planter,  who  took 
him  to  Ids  estate  in  Virginia,  and  placed 
him  as  overseer  of  some  300  slaves  owned 


by  him,  and  who  labored  on  his  plantation. 
Here  Zachariah  remained  some  )ears,  in 
the  meantime  losing  sight  of  all  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters — never  ami i n hearing-  of 

D 

them.  • While  in  Virginia  he  married, 
and  some  children  were  there  born  to  him. 
In  1805  he  migrated  west,  coming  to  Ohio, 
and  had  his  residence  some  years  in  Bel- 
mont county,  thence  moving  to  Tuscar- 
awas county,  later  to  Coshocton  county, 
and  finally  to  Lorain  county,  where  in 
Brighton  township  he  died  at  an  advanced 

age- 

Parkinson  Jewell,  a son  of  Zachariah, 
■was  about  four  years  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  near 
Stillwater  creek  in  Belmont  county.  There 
he  married  Jane  Clark,  who  bore  him  seven 
children — five  daughters  and  arid  two  sons. 
From  Belmont  he  moved  to  Tuscarawas, 
thence  in  1837  to  Coshocton,  from  there 
in  18-48  to  Lorain,  and  finally  to  Paulding, 
all  counties  in  Ohio,  and  in  each  he  fol- 
lowed farming.  In  the  last-named  county 
he  and  his  wife  died,  and  their  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Antwerp  cemetery.  A 
brief  record  of  their  children  is  as  follows: 
James  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir;  Mary 
died  July  20,  1872,  at  the  home  of  our 
subject  (she  was  the  wife  of  Dennison 
Hughes,  who  now  lives  in  Kansas);  Re- 
becca married  James  Hayes,  and  died  in 
Defiance  county,  Ohio;  Martha  J.  was  first 
married  to  Jacob  Bruner,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Rebellion,  and  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  Miller;  Sarah  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Michigan-;  Haney  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Zene  Hart,  of  Paulding  county. 

James  Jewell,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly  relates,  received  such  educa- 
tion as  the  subscription  schools  of  his  boy- 
hood  days  afforded,  limited  at  the  most  to 
a few  months  attendance  during  the  win- 
ter seasons.  On  reaching  his  majority  he 
hired  out  as  a farm  hand,  his  wages  vary- 
ing from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a month. 
After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Paulding 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  had  bought  163 
acres  of  unimproved  land  at  seventy-five 
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cents  an  acre,  which  after  a few  years,  hav- 
ing improved  the  property,  lie  sold  at  a 
profit.  He  then  came  to  Lorain  county, 
where  in  Huntington  township  he  pur- 
chased sixty-two  acres  of  wild  land;  later 
moved  to  Spencer  township,  Medina 
county,  from  where,  in  1870,  he  came  to 
Rochester  township,  Lorain  county,  buying 
his  present  farm  of  Thomas  Cummings,  and 
here  he  has  since  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  This  tine  property 
he  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of,  hav- 
ing in  addition  to  other  improvements 
erected  substantial  and  commodious  out- 
buildings. 

On  October  80,  1851,  Mr.  Jewell  was 
married  to  Mary  Ensign,  of  Huntington 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  children  as 
follows  were  the  result  of  this  union: 
Florence  E.,  now  Mrs.  Nathan  Snyder,  of 
New  London,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  Carrie  M., 
Mrs.  Joel  Snyder,  also  of  New  London ; Cora, 
Mrs.  Calvin  Hill,  of  New  London;  Alice, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Landis.  Jr.,  of  Ruggles  town- 
ship, Ashland  Co.,  Ohio;  and  Harley  and 
Calvin,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Jewell  is  a 
conservative  Republican,  as  quiet  in  his 
political  manifestations  as  he  is  in  his  do- 
mestic circle,  and  he  is  respected  and  hon- 
ored by  all  who  know  him.  He  and  his 
amiable  wife,  as  well  as  their  children,  are 
exemplary  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 


T”*  LNATI1AN  PEABODY.  In  No- 
vember,  1833,  there  migrated  to 
Henrietta  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  from  New  Hampshire,  one 
Andrew  Peabody,  who  was  born  about  the 
year  1795,  and  was  one  of  the  nation’s  de- 
fenders in  the  war  of  1812.  lie  was  a 
militiaman,  and  while  not  in  active  service 
stood  ready  to  respond  to  his  country’s 
call.  A brother  was  mustered  into  the 
service  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  when  but 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  served 
thromdi  all  the  notable  encounters  of  that 
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memorable  war. 


Andrew  Peabody  was  a shoemaker,  and 
while  yet  a resident  of  New  Hampshire  he 
married,  and  reared  a number  of  children. 
The  first  few  years  of  his  life  in  “ the 
woods  ” of  Lorain  county  he  was  employed 
at  his  trade,  and  by  exercising  great  care 
and  economy  he  was  in  1836  enabled  to  pur- 
chase a small  heavily-wooded  piece  of  wild 
land.  The  greater  share  of  the  labor  of 
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clearing  this  piece  of  land  fell  upon  his 
sons.  During  the  winter  season  and  earlier 
months  of  spring  the  timber  was  felled, 
and  then  in  August  the  brush  was  fired. 
Grain  was  planted  in  the  clearing,  amid 
the  stumps  of  the  fa]len  trees,  and  when  it 
was  ripened  it  was  cut  with  the  cradle  and 
threshed  with  the  flail.  At  this  time  a yoke 
of  oxen  brought  the  magnificent  sum  of 
forty  dollars,  while  dairy  animals  brought 
ten  dollars,  chiefly  in  orders  upon  some 
neighboring  mercantile  establishment,  as 
money  was  a scarce  commodity.  Andrew 
Peabody  married  Asenath  Gillis,  a lady  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  a nativeof  New  HaniD- 
shire,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children, 
of  whom  those  living  are  Elnathan,  Os- 
man, Frederick,  M.  B.,  Mary,  Melissia  Gill 
(a  widow)  and  Clara  J.  Pety,  all  residents 
of  Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county.  The 
father  of  these  died  in  1878,  the  mother 
in  1846. 

Elnathan  Peabody  was  born  October  23, 
1830,  in  New  Hampshire,  on  the  Merri- 
mac  river.  When  he  was  but  three  years 
old  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and  he 
was  therefore  reared  in  the  “Buckeye 
State.’’  His  early  boyhood  was  passed  in 
lending  all  assistance  possible  to  his  par- 
ents, and  in  attendino-  such  schools  as  the 
period  afforded,  which  being  but  meager, 
his  education  was  necessarily  limited.  His 
first  schoolbooks  consisted  of  an  English 
reader,  United  States  history,  and  the 
Bible.  In  1855  he  married  Elizabeth 
Petty,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Petty,  who 
was  a pioneer  of  Lorain  county,  and  of 
English  nationality.  The  children  born  to 
their  union  are  II.  B.,  in  Henrietta  town- 
ship; L.  F.,  at  home;  C.  M.,  near  Oberlin ; 
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Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Arnett),  residing  near 
Oberlin;  and  Capitola  V.  Rhodes,  living 
two  miles  east  of  Oberlin.  At  about  the 
aoe  of  twenty-three  our  subject  possessed 
but  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  with 
which  he  in  part  paid  for  twenty-five  acres 
of  land,  going  in  debt  tor  the  balance,  ibis 
land  he  cleared,  and  had  just  finished  pay- 
ing for  same,  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out; 
he  enlisted  in  August,  1864,  in  Company  D, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-eighth  O.  Y.  1., 
Capt.  Ed.  Rickey,  and  served  till  the  close 
of  the  conflict.  He  was  one  of  those  called 
“Tennessee  Mood  ticks,”  who  rendered 
such  valuable  service  near  New  Berne, 
N.  C.  Mr.  Peabody  is  a Republican,  and  is 
now  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  although  while  in  the  service  he 
was  an  adherent  of  Methodism,  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  services  held  by 
Chaplain  James  Mitchel. 


ll  ^1,  '|1LLI  A M M.  FRENCH,  for  near- 
XlX'fJ  threescore  years  a farmer  citi- 
Mj  zen  of  Columbia  township,  is  a 
native  of  Herefordshire,  England, 
born  in  1824. 

John  French,  father  of  subject,  who 
was  born  in  Gloucestershire,  England,  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Morton,  a native 
of  Herefordshire,  whose  mother  was 
'Welsh.  In  1842  the  family  emigrated  to 
Canada,  whence  in  June,  following-  year, 
they  moved  to  the  United  States  and  to 
Ohio,  settling  on  a farm  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  they  cleared  a 
farm,  and  lived  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The 
mother  died  in  January,  1855,  the  father 
in  August,  same  year.  Their  family  num- 
bered three  children,  as  follows:  William 
M. ; Thomas,  who  went  west  some  years 
ago;  and  Sarah  Esther,  Mrs.  N.  R.  Ingalls, 
of  LaGrange,  who  died  in  May,  1891. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  in  his  native  land,  and  came  with 
the  rest  of  the  family  to  America.  At  the 


aoe  of  twenty-two  he  commenced  to  learn 
the  trade  of  cooper  in  Cleveland,  where  lie 
followed  it  nine  years,  and  afterward  for 
some  years  in  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county.  In  1852  he  bought  in  that  town- 
ship thirty-five  acres  of  land,  to  which  he 
; added  from  time  to  time,  until  he  now 
owns  ninety-five  acres  in  Columbia  and 
forty  acres  in  Olmsted  township.  Cuyahoga 
county.  In  1852  Mr.  French  married,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Miss  Rosina  Maxtield, 
a native  of  Ireland,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  six  children,  of  whom  the  following 
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is  a brief  record:  William  Morton,  mar- 
i ried,  who  died  in  1880;  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Perry  I).  Spencer,  of  LaGrange, 
has  four  children — Demby  Morton.  Rosa, 
i Laura  and  an  infant;  Lucy,  wife  of  Luther 
Blodgett,  of  Olmsted  township,  has  three 
! children:  Lee  G.,  Gertie  and  Edith ; George, 
a physician  and  surgeon  of  Columbia  Sta- 
tion, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  who  is  married  and 
has  one  child — Emma;  Alice,  wife  of  John 
T.  Sheer,  of  Olmsted,  has  four  children  — 
Allie,  Essie,  Ray  and  an  infant;  Park  M., 

! married,  resides  on  the  home  farm.  Polit- 
I ically  our  subject  is  a Republican,  his  first 
j Presidential  vote  being  cast  for  John  C. 
Fremont;  he  has  served  on  the  school 
board  with  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Colum- 
bia Center. 


FJ  C.  SMITH,  than  whom  there  is  no 
more  industrious  or  honorable  citi- 
zen in  Grafton  township,  was  born 
July  7,  1842,  in  Liverpool  township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio. 

Frederick  Smith,  father  of  subject,  was 
a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  harness  maker  and 
whence,  when  a young  man,  he  came  to 
America,  the  voyage  to  New  York  occu- 
pying six  weeks.  From  there  he  came  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  till  1835,  in  which  year  lie  came  to 
Liverpool  township,  Medina  county,  buy- 
ing land  there  two  miles  south  of  the  cen- 
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ter.  In  Cleveland  lie  had  married  Barbara 

, and  the  children  horn  to  them  in 

that  city  were  Louisa  (married  to  Adolph 
Ganzart,  a farmer,  now  deceased),  and 
Caroline  (now  Mrs.  William  Zizelman,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio).  In  Liverpool  township 
the  family  was  increased  by  three  more, 
namely:  Frederick  C.  (subject  of  sketch); 
Adolph  (who  was  a member  of  Company  II. 
Eighth  O.  V.  I.,  in  which  he  served  three 
and  onedialf  years;  he  died  in  LaGrange 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio);  and  Mary  (de- 
ceased when  young).  In  1858  the  mother 
of  these  died  and  was  buried  at  LaGrange. 
This  event  broke  up  the  family,  and  the 
father  afterward  made  his  home  among  his 
children,  chiefly  with  Mrs.  Ganzart  and 
our  subject.  He  died  in  1885  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  latter,  and  was  buried  in  Xes- 
bit  cemetery.  Politically  he  was  a Whig 
and  Republican. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  liis 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  until  the  age  of  thirteen, 
when  he  left,  home  and  found  work  with 
F.  W.  Preston,  who  .lived  near  Rawson- 
ville,  receiving  for  his  services  four  dollars 
per  month.  On  leaving  there  he  worked 
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at  various  places  until  his  enlistment  in 
Elyria,  Ohio,  August  15,  1802,  in  Company 
H,  Eighth  0.  V.  I.,  from  which  he  was 
transferred  as  sergeant  to  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-fourth  O.  V.  I.,  Company  E. 
rJ  hey  were  sent  to  Kentucky  and  then  to 
Tennessee,  where  our  subject  was  shot 
through  the  leg,  May  11,  1864.  He  was 
sent  to  Cleveland  Hospital,  where  he  lay 
six  months;  was  discharged  February  6, 
180o,  and  returned  to  Grafton,  where  he 
found  work  with  his  former  employer.  F. 
Preston.  On  the  latter’s  leaving  for  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  Mr.  Smith  took  control  of  the 
farm,  and  conducted  it  live  years  on  his 
own  account,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it 
was  sold,  he  buying  forty  acres  of  it.  Here 
he  lived  until  his  removal  in  1872  to  the 
town  of  Grafton,  where  in  1874  he  built 
his  present  elegant  home.  He  now  conducts 
a livery,  coal  and  ice  business,  in  addition 


| to  carrying  on  his  farm,  and  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings he  has  met  with  well-merited 
success. 

On  January  8,  1868,  Mr.  Smith  married 
Miss  Alfarette  Ackley,  born  in  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  in  1849,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Dickson)  Ackley,  and  children 
as  follows  have  been  born  to  them:  Charles 
II. , bookkeeper  for  the  Walter  A.  Wood 
! Harvester  Co.,  Chicago;  Hattie  M.,  James 
D.,  Clara  A.,  Ida  E.  and  Clayton  F.,  all  at 
I home.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republi- 
| can,  has  served  as  township  trustee  six 
j years,  and  in  the  town  of  Grafton  has  been 
j treasurer  of  both  the  schools  and  the  cor- 
j poration,  serving  with  credit  to  himself  and 
j satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  and 
j his  family  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
; tional  Church. 


RED  NORTON  SMITH.  The 
manufacturing  interests  of  Elyria 
are  well  represented  by  this  gentle- 
man, who  is  one  of  the  most  active 
[ and  pushing  men  in  the  county.  He  is 
: a son  of  William  L.  and  Juliette  (Hamlin ) 
Smith,  the  former  a native  of  England, 
and  at  the  present  time  a resident  of  the 
State  of  Washington,  the  latter  a daugh- 
; ter  of  Judge  Hamlin,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Elyria. 

Fred  N . Smith  was  born  in  Mowsley, 

! Leicestershire,  England,  August  18,  1848, 
i and  first  came  to  this  country  with  his 
! father  when  less  than  one  year  old,  return- 
ing again  to  his  birthplace  at  the  age  of 
fourteen.  The  following  six  years  were 
chiefly  spent  in  school,  after  which  he 
aoain  returned  to  the  United  States,  where 
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he  completed  his  education  in  Oberlin 
College,  his  father  havincr  graduated  from 
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this  well-known  institution  in  1847.  Af- 
ter teaching  school  about  one  year,  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1873,  lie  accepted  a situation 
as  bookkeeper  with  Topi  iff  & Ely,  manu- 
facturers of  carriage  hardware  in  Elyria. 
In  1887  this  firm  sold  their  business  to  a 
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stock  company  of  which  Mr.  Smith  was  I 
one  of  the  incorporators.  lie  was  elected  ; 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  new  com-  1 
pany  (The  Topliff  & Ely  Co.),  and  retained 
this  position  until  1892,  when  he  resigned 
to  till  a like  position  in  the  Garford  Manu- 
facturing Co. 

In  1889  he  became  a partner  with  Mr. 
A.  L.  Garford  and  Mr.  II.  S.  Follansbee, 
in  a business  known  as  the  Garford  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  and  has  since  been  actively 
identified  with  its  growth.  Since  the  in- 
corporation  of  the  Garford  Manufacturing 
Co.,  in  1891,  he  has  been  its  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

The  present  building- occupied  by  this 
company  is  100  feet  by  10  feet,  three  sto-  j 
ries  and  basement.  This  factory  was  com- 
pleted about  January  1,  1893,  employs  i 
upward  of  one  hundred  men.  and  has  a 
capacity  of  about  one  thousand  saddles  j 
per  day.  The  plant  is  fitted  up  with  new  ' 
and  modern  machinery  throughout,  and  is  ! 
undoubtedly  the  most  complete  saddle fac-  | 
tory  in  existence  to-day. 

In  1880  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  | 
Louise  M.  Porter,  principal  of  the  Elyria  | 
High  School,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  J 
Caryl  Porter.  Mr.  Smith  is  a Republi- 
can, and  a thorough  Protectionist. 


CHARLES  W.  COTTOX,  a leader 
among  the  native-born  aoricultur- 

> ists  of  Lorain  county,  was  born  in 

Sheffield  township  May  7,  1826,  a 
son  of  George  W.  and  Rachel  (Smith)  | 
Cotton. 

Benjamin  Cotton,  grandfather  of  Charles 
W.,  was  born  May  1,  1738,  in  Cops  (now 
Grafton)  county,  Xew  Hampshire.  On 
October  12,  1785,  lie  married,  in  Went- 
worth, X.  II.,  Dolly  Smith,  also  a native 
of  Xew  Hampshire,  born  April  3,  1766, 
and  thapames  and  dates  of  birth  of  their 
children  are  as  follows:  Hannah,  April  11, 
1786;  Benjamin  X.,  August  25,  1787; 
Solomon,  February  11, 1789;  Dully,  Sept- 
43 


ember  21,  1790;  Lydia,  June  1,  1793; 
Abigal,  March  22,  1795;  Jonathan,  De- 
cember  8,  1796;  George  W.,  September 
18,  1798;  David,  April  27,  1800;  Theo- 
dore, September  21,  1802;  Wiseman, 
July  23,  1803;  Elizabeth,  June  13,  1805; 
Joseph,  April  6,  1807;  and  William,  Xo- 
vetnber  18,  1810.  About  the  year  1834 
the  grandparents  of  our  subject  came  to 
Ohio,  first  settling  in  Medina  county,  and 
they  died  in  Wayne  county,  each  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years;  he.  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

George  W.  Cotton,  father  of  subject, 
was  born  in  Xew  Hampshire,  whence  in 
1817  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Shef- 
field township,  Lorain  county.  His  wife, 
Rachel  (Smith),  was  a daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Martha  (Hail)  Smith,  and  all  were  na- 
tives of  Berkshire  county,  Mass.  They 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in 
Sheffield  township  in  1812,  and  here 
Joshua  Smith  died  in  1816;  he  was  the 
first  white  man  buried  in  that  township; 
his  wife  died  in  1859.  On  March  26, 
1833,  George  W.  Cotton  moved  to  Elyria 
township,  and  there  died  in  April,  1865, 
his  wife  in  1849.  Their  family  numbered 
five  children,  as  follows:  Jerome  (deceased 
in  1852),  Charles  W.  (subject  of  sketch). 
Martha  (widow  of  Frank  Younglove,  of 
Virginia),  E.  L.  (of  Morth  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain county)  and  George  J.  (residing  in 
Lansing,  Michigan). 

Charles  W.  Cotton  received  a limited 
district-school  education,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he 
followed  some  years.  In  1872  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Catherine  Arman,  a na- 
tive of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  daughter 
of  Jacob  Arman,  of  German  birth.  To 
this  uuion  were  born  five  children,  viz.: 
George  W.,  Edwin,  Erman,  Dora  and 
Daisy.  In  1887  Mr.  Cotton  bought  a 
farm  in  Elyria  township,  and  has  since  been 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  fruit  growing.  In  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  Light 
Artillery,  for  three  years,  and  was  attached 
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to  the  army  of  Tennessee.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Cumberland  Gap, 
Perryville,  Murfreesboro,  and  many  other 
minor  engao-ements.  In  1805  he  was  dis- 
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charged  at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  and  re- 
turned home  to  the  pursuits  of  peace. 
Politically  he  is  a strong  Republican ; he 
is  a member  of  Richard  Allen  Post  Xo. 
G5,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Ohio. 


D.  ROOT.  This  gentleman,  who 
has  been  a shipbuilder  for  the  past 
forty  years,  and  whose  name  is 
“familiar  as  household  words” 
among  mariners  and  others,  is  a 
native  of  Lorain  countv,  Ohio,  born  in 


Black  River  township  in  1833. 

lie  is  the  younger  of  two  children  born 
to  Oresten  and  Julia  Ann  (Dutton)  Root, 
natives  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  the  father 
born  in  1800.  Oresten  Root  was  well  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  his  place  of  birth, 
and  early  in  life  went  to  Georgia,  where 
he  was  in  business  for  a time,  after  which  he 
moved  to  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  where  he  married, 
and  there  remained  until  1828,  in  which 
year  he  proceeded  to  Cleveland,  thence  to 
'Wellington,  Lorain  county.  He  had  bought 
land  in  the  Reserve,  and  in  1830  he  settled  in 
Black  River  township,  on  what  is  known  as 
the  G re  eg  farm.  Later  he  was  engao-ed  for 
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several  years  in  the  commission  and  for- 
warding business,  having  a warehouse  at 
Black  River,  near  the  lake.  He  also  owned 
an  interest  in  the  schooners  “President” 


and  “ Vincennes,”  and  was  entire  owner  of 
the  “ Equator,”  built  in  184-2,  which  was 
lost  on  the  lake,  near  Buffalo,  uncovered 
by  insurance.  He  was  drowned  in  1852 
when  the  propeller  “Henry  Clay”  was 
lost.  Mr.  Root  was  an  Old-line  AVhicr,  ac- 
five  in  politics,  and  was  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years.  Ilis  widow  died  in 
Lorain  in  1871.  They  had  another  son 
besides  our  subject,  Samuel  J.,  who  was 
born  in  Lorain  county,  educated  in  Lorain, 
was  a sailor  all  his  life,  and  served  as  a j 


man  before  the  mast  up  to  captain.  In 
1889  he  was  skipper  of  the  yacht  “Leo,” 
which  was  lost  that  year  in  Lake  Erie, 
near  Cleveland,  with  all  on  board — nine 
in  number;  he  left  a widow  and  three 
children. 

H.  D.  Root,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  the  schools 
of  Lorain,  and  at  about  the  age  of  fifteen 
commenced  the  life  of  a sailor;  at  twenty 
he  was  captain,  and  he  sailed  the  lakes 
continuously  for  thirteen  years.  He 
learned  shipbuilding  under  William  Jones, 
one  of  the  earliest  shipbuilders  of  Lorain, 
and  in  1853  embarked  in  that  business  at 
the  same  place,  since  when  he  has  built 
the  following  vessels  there:  First  scowr, 
“ Cousin  Mary 1857 — “ E.  S.  Taylor;” 
1861— “E.  K.  Kane;”  1862— “ Conrad 
Reid;”  1863— “ II.  D.  Root;”  1865— 
“Henry  Chapman;”  1866-67 — brig  “E. 
Cohen;”  1867  --scow  “Fannie  L.  Jones,” 
and  another  scow;  1868 — schooner  “ Ver- 
nie  Blake;”  the  “Ida  J.  Root;”  “Ger- 
man;” “Growler;”  and  rebuilt  scow 
“Ferret;”  1873  — steam  barge  “Mary 
Groh;”  1873-74 — schooner  “ Three  Broth- 
ers; ” 1874-75 — schooner  “Our  Son;” 
1875 — tug  “Myrtle;”  1876 — the  “Theo- 
dore Voyes;”  1877 — the  “Col.  Gates;” 
1878  — tug  “Telephone”  and  schooner 
“ Ohio  Grover;  ” 1879 — steam  barge  “ Lu- 
ella  AYorthington  ” and  tug  “ George  W. 
Lorirner;  ” i.880 — “AY.  II.  Doon  ” and 
schooner  “Conrad  Reid;”  1881- — rebuilt 
the  “C.  L.  Hutchinson  ” tow-barge;  1881- 
82 — the  “DeGinty”  and  tow-barge  “ R. 
Botaford;”  1882 — steam  barge  “II.  S. 
Llubbell”  and  tugs  “C.  E.  Bolton”  and 
“Chamberlain.”  At  Vermillion,  Erie 
county,  he  built  the  following:  1S82 — tug 
“J.  F.  Weyland,”  the  “ Alarquette,”  the 
“J.  S.  Petton.”  At  Cleveland  he  built 
the  steam  barge  “ J.  P.  Farnham,”  the 
“ Mjirgaret,”  the  “dwell”  and  the  “Fire 
Tug.”  At  Lorain  he  rebuilt  the  steam 
barges  “John  Martena,”  the  “ AY.  T.”  and 
the  “Albert  Y.  Gowen;”  built  the  “Fair- 
port”  and  the  tug  “Daisy  Moore,”  for 
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self;  1891— llie  tug  “J.  E.  Erwin;”  1892 
. — the  tuo-  “ Susie  B.,”  besides  dome-  a vast 

O 7 e O 

amount  of  repairing,  keeping  employed  as 
many  as  eighty  men  at  one  time. 

In  1855  Capt.  Root  was  married  in 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  to  Jeanette  A.  Fuller,  a 
native  of  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county, 
a daughter  of  W.  A.  and  Chloe  (McXeil) 
Fuller,  of  Connecticut,  and  of  Scotch  an-  j 
cestry,  the  mother  a distant  relative  of  ! 
John  Quincy  Adams.  In  about  1820  they 
came  to  Lorain  county,  where  the  mother 
died ; the  father  passed  away  at  Arcadia, 
Xeb.  To  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Root  were  born 
three  children,  viz.:  Ernest,  who  died  at 
Lorain  in  1885,  leaving  a widow  and  six 
children;  W.  O.,  married,  and  residing  in 
Cleveland,  where  he  is  head  draftsman  for 
the  Hill  Clutch  Works;  and  Xettie  IL, 
wife  of  Walter  Goodell,  of  Lorain.  In 
politics  Capt.  Root  has  been  a lifelong 
Republican,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  J 
John  C.  Fremont,  and  he  has  served  in 
the  town  council  of  Lorain.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Tent  Xo.  1,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  with  which  the  entire  fam- 
ily are  associated. 


\\  T)  K-KEBS,  an  influential,  lead- 
\£\f  log  citizen  of  Pentield  township, 
K(  M was  born  December  13,  1840.  in 
Orange  township,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio,  a grandson  of  Christian  Krebs. 

His  father.  Daniel  G.  Krebs,  was  born 
July  14,  1814,  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life.  He 
was  married,  in  Orange  township,  Ash- 
land county,  to  Catherine  Rickett,  who 
was  born  May  27,  1818.  in  East  Bethle- 
hem township,  Washington  Co.,  Penn., 
daughter  of  Christopher  Rickett,  also  a 
native  of  that  place,  where  he  married 
Mary  Horn:  they  came  to  Ohio  in  June, 
1823,  and  were  the  third  family  to  settle 
in  Orange  township,  Ashland  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krebs  were  born  seven  chil- 
’ dren,  of  whom  4V.  J.  is  the  second  son  and 
third  child.  Mr.  Krebs  died  January  19, 


1857,  of  typhoid  fever,  and  was  buried  in 
St.  Luke  cemetery,  Orange  township.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  His  widow, 
who  is  still  living,  makes  her  home  with 
a daughter,  Mrs.  -I.  IL.  Crawford,  of  Lodi, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio. 

After  Plie  father’s  death  the  family  were 
left  in  limited  circumstances,  and  Mrs. 
Krebs,  who  had  learned  the  weaver's  trade, 
was  engaged  in  the  summer  season  mak- 
ing homespun,  thus  supporting  the  younger 
children.  At  this  time  our  subject  left 
home  to  work  for  Peter  Snyder,  a farmer, 
receiving  five  dollars  a month  for  his  serv- 
ices. and  he  continued  to  follow'  farming 

* Q 

during  the  summers,  one-half  of  his  wages 
going  to  his  widowed  mother,  and  in  the 
winter  seasons  attending  the  common 
schools  of  the  period.  He  was  a very  in- 
1 dustrious  youth,  and  worked  at  any  honest 
labor  he  could  And,  practicing  economy 
and  saving  all  he  could.  He  remained  in 
Orange  township,  Ashland  county,  until 
the  spring  of  1864,  when  he  moved  with 
his  mother  to  Rochester,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 
On  Xovember  17,  1872,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Rochester  township,  Lorain 
county,  with  Miss  Sarah  LI.  Andrews,  who 

was  born  August  4,  1850.  in  Wiltshire. 

© - 1 

England,  daughter  of  Thomas  Andrews, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1852, 
locating  in  Spencer  township,  Medina  Co., 
Oil io.  After  marriage  Mr.  Krebs  removed 
to  a farm  in  Rochester  township,  which  he 
rented  from  A.  B.  Strodger,  and  there  re- 
mained three  years,  -when,  having  sold  to 
his  brother,  R.  W.,  a one-third  interest, 
which  he  had  at  the  time  of  his  marriage, 

c o 

in  140  acres  of  land  (whereon  the  family 
had  removed  in  1867),  lie  purchased  ninety 
acres  and  made  his  home  thereon  one  year, 
when,  anticipating  a decline  in  the  value 
of  land  (which  actually  came),  he  sold  it. 
On  March  1,  1877,  he  came  to  Pentield. 
Lorain  county,  where,  in  company  with 
his  brother  R.  B.,  he  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business,  conduction-  same  with 
well-earned  success  for  twelve  years,  since 
when  he  lias  lived  a semi-retired  life. 
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During  Hayes’  administration  Mr.  Krebs 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Pentield, 
serving  as  such  for  a period  of  six  years, 
and  on  July  21,  1893,  lie  again  received 
the  appointment,  under  Grover  Cleveland. 
In  State  and  National  contests  Mr.  Krebs 
is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  in  township  and  county  affairs 
he  is  influenced  more  by  the  ability  and 
fitness  of  candidates  than  by  party  lines. 
He  is  strictly  temperate  in  his  habits, 
never  using  either  tobacco  or  liquor  in  any 
way.  In  religions  connection  he  and  bis 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  in  which  he  is  trustee,  and  where 
he  lias  also  held  other  oflices;  for  some 
time  he  was  secretary  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krebs  have  two 
children,  namely:  Stella,  a popular  young 
lady  teacher,  connected  with  the  primary 
department  of  the  Pentield  graded  schools, 
where  she  was  the  first  instructor;  and 
Carrie  M.,  at  home. 

Though  a resident  of  Pentield  township 
for  a comparatively  brief  space  of  time, 
Mr.  Krebs  has  made  an  enviable  record, 
and  fully  merits  the  respect  and  esteem 
which  are  everywhere  accorded  him.  He 
was  elected  township  clerk  of  Pentield 
township  in  1880,  and  so  satisfactorily  did 
he  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office  that 
he  was  re-elected  ten  terms  in  succession. 
He  was  also  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in 
1883,  and  has  held  that  office  ever  since. 
He  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  jus- 
tice with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  con- 
stituents. By  his  faithful  attention  to 
business,  hard  work  and  economy  he  has 
accumulated  property,  and  has  placed  him- 
self in  good,  comfortable  circumstances. 


LB.  PRATT,  retired,  having  his  resi- 
I dence  in  the  town  of  'Wellington, 
__J  where  in  1883  he  built  a comfortable 
home,  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  in  Deerfield,  Oneida  county,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1821. 


Benjamin  Pratt,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  whence  in  his  youth 
he  moved  to  New  York  State,  making  a 
settlement  in  Oneida  county,  where  he 
married  Miss  Lucy  Biddleeomb,  a native 
of  that  county,  who  bore  him  four  children, 
viz.:  Daniel,  who  resided  in  Huntington, 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  dying  near  Medina, 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio;  Caroline,  who 
married  Louis  Gilbert,  of  Oneida  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  now  lives'  near  Utica,  same 
State;  Benjamin,  a farmer  in  Huntington 
township,  and  L.  B.  Mr.  Pratt  conducted 
a meat  market  for  several  years  in  Deer- 
field, Oneida  county,  where  he  and  his 
wife  both  passed  away,  he  in  1828,  she  in 
her  forty-fifth  year. 

L.  B.  Pratt,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly  relates,  was  seven  years  old 
when  he  lost  his  father,  and  as  a conse- 
quence his  school  advantages  were  some- 
what limited;  but,  nevertheless,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  receiving  a good  practical  ele- 
mentary education.  He  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  county  till  1841,  in  which 
year  he  came  west  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
arid  bought  a piece  of  wild  land  in  Hunt- 
ington township,  which  he  cleared  up  and 
converted  into  a fertile  farm.  With  his 
grandfather,  Daniel  Biddleeomb.  in  Oneida 
county,  N.  X-i  fie  had  commenced  the 
study  of  veterinary  surgery,  a profession 
he  pursued  during  recent  years.  His  first 
experience  was  with  a disease  among  cat- 
tle known  as  “ bloody  murrain,”  and  he 
was  so  successful  in  his  treatment  of  it 
that  he  was  encouraged  to  continue  the 
study,  finally  becoming  as  skillful  a veter- 
inarian as  any  in  the  county.  In  1885  he 
retired  from  the  farm  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  Wellington,  where  to 
some  extent  he  still  practices  his  profession. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  been  twice  married,  first 
time'  to  Miss  Rachel  Camilla  Warner,  by 
which  union  there  is  one  child,  a son, 
Otis,  a gifted  artist  in  sculpture,  who 
studied  with  Hiram  Powers  and  Larkin 
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Mead;  lie  lias  traveled  over  the  world,  and 
resided  four  years  in  Paris;  he  now  lives 
in  Oceanville,  X.  J.  This  wife  died  in 
1879,  and  for  his  second  our  subject  mar- 
ried, in  1888,  Miss  flattie  Johnston.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Pratt  is  a Democrat,  formerly 
a Republican. 


LJ.  HART,  one  of  the  youngest  and 
: most  enterprising  of  the  business 

| men  of  Elyria,  and  member  of  the 

firm  of  Hart  & Tucker,  proprietors 
of  planing-mills  and  lumber  yard,  in  that 
town,  is  a native  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
born  June  30,  1865,  a son  of  John  IV.  and 
Caroline  (Bassett)  Hart. 

Our  subject  received  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  high  schools  of  Elyria,  after- 
ward taking  a course  at  the  Business  Col- 
lege in  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.  On  his  re- 
turn home  lie  joined  his  father  in  the  stone 
quarry  business  at  Grafton,  in  Lorain 
county,  but  selling  out  his  interest  in  this, 
he  and  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  E. 
Tucker,  bought  the  present  lumber  busi- 
ness and  planing-mill  from  John  Hart, 
subject’s  father,  and  they  have  since  suc- 
cessfully operated  same,  the  style  of  the 
firm  being  Hart  & Tucker.  In  connec- 
tion with  their  interests  in  this  they  do  an 
extensive  contracting  and  building  busi- 
ness, altogether  employing  an  average  of 
one  hundred  hands.  Politically  Mr.  Hart 
is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


JOSEPH  BLANTERX.  England  has 
I given  to  the  United  States  a large 
1 proportion  of  her  industrious,  loyal 
and  prosperous  citizens,  among  whom 
may  be  justly  numbered  the  gentleman 
whose  name  here  appears. 

Mr.  Blantern  is  a native  of  Shropshire, 
England,  born  August  28,  1327.  a son  of 
Robert  Blantern,  also  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  born  January  30,  1772,  and  who  was 


reared  a farmer  boy.  When  yet  a youth 
he  left  the  paternal  roof  to  make  his  home 
with  a wealthy  bachelor  uncle,  a Shrop- 
shire farmer,  and  with  him  he  lived  until 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Turner, 
who  was  born  in  England  in  June,  1787. 
He  then  located  on  thirty  acres  of  land  in 
Shropshire,  to  which  he  had  fallen  heir 
through  the  death  of  a relative.  While 
living  on  this  farm  children  were  born  to 
him  as  follows:  Hannah,  residing  at  Graf- 
ton, widow  of  Thomas  Hopwood,  to  whom 
she  was  married  in  England;  Mary,  who 
was  married  in  England  to  Richard  Ridge- 
way, and  died  in  Ridgeville  township, 
Lorain  county;  a son  who  died  in  infancy; 
Fannie,  who  was  married  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  to  Henry  Swartz,  a tailor  of  Elyria, 
and  died  in  Toledo;  Robert,  a tanner,  of 
Litchfield,  Medina  county;  Sarah,  who 
married  Samuel  Lynds,  and  died  in  1891 
in  Paulding  county,  Ohio;  Martha,  widow 
of  John  Pierce,  residing  in  York  to' wn ship, 
Medina  county;  a son  who  died  in  infancy ; 
and  Joseph,  subject  of  this  memoir. 

Having  decided  to  come  to  the  United 
States,  our  subject’s  father  had  to  get  a 
decree  from  the  English  Government  to 
sell  his  land,  on  account  of  the  “law  of 
entail.”  Having  settled  everything,  in 
March,  1831,  lie  and  his  family  set  sail 
from  Liverpool  on  the  vessel  “ Ceres,” 
which  experienced  a lengthy  voyage,  some 
six  weeks,  during  which  she  was  driven  so 
far  north  that  Greenland  was  visible  from 
her  masthead,  and  the  passengers  saw  sev- 
eral whales  spouting  and  sporting  in  the 
water.  The  sailors  caught  a porpoise,  and 
our  subject,  then  not  four  years  old,  dis- 
tinctly remembers  seeing  it  cut  up  for  the 
cook’s  “ kettle.”  On  the  ocean  Robert 
Blantern’s  youncrest  child  was  born,  and  at 
the  request  of  the  Captain  was  named 
“Ceres,”  after  the  vessel;  two  years  and 
nine  months  afterward  the  little  one  was 
carried  off  by  scarlet  fever.  From  Xew  York 
the  family  journeyed  to  Cleveland  via  the 
Hudson  river,  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie. 
Here  Mr.  Blantern  was  informed  by  a Mr. 
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Dryer,  that  Grafton  township,  where  his 
home  was,  would  be  a good  place  to  locate, 
and  offered  to  convey  thither  the  entire 
family  and  chattels,  which  offer  was  read- 
ily accepted.  After  arrival  Mr.  Biantern 
purchased  eighty-five  acres  partly  cleared 
land,  having  thereon  a loo  cabin,  that  after 
two  years  gave  place  to  a better  one,  which 
the  subject  oE  this  sketch  utilizes  as  a 
granary.  Here  the  parents  passed  the 
rest  of  their  pioneer  days,  the  father  pass- 
ing away  February  9,  1849,  his  widow  on 
December  1,1879,  aged  over  ninety-two 
years,  having  lived  with  her  son  Joseph 
from  the  time  of  the  death  of  her  husband. 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Joseph  Biantern,  of  whom  this  sketch 
more  particularly  relates,  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  early  schools  of  Grafton  town- 
ship, which,  however,  he  attended  but  four 
months  in  the  year,  as  his  services  were 
too  valuable  at  home  in  assisting  in  clear- 

( O 

ing  up  the  land.  His  father  for  many  years 
before  his  death  was  a sufferer  from  rheu- 
matism, and  on  young  “ Joe”  devolved  a 
great  deal  of  the  hard  work,  especially  as 
his  only  brother,  Bobert,  had  left  home  to 
learn  a trade.  At  odd  times  while  on  the 
farm  he  picked  up  carpentry,  at  which 
he  worked  for  a time  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  and  'while  there  he  married, 
July  24,  1852,  Miss  Laura  Ames,  of  that 
place.  To  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Elmer,  a barber  of  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  formerly  superintendent  of 
Leetonia  (Ohio)  school;  Charlotte,  -who 
died  when  aged  five  years  four  months  and 
two  days,  and  was  buried  in  Xesbit  ceme- 
tery; Sarah,  Mrs.  William  Mole,  of  Graf- 
ton; and  Llewellyn,  a farmer  and  school- 
teacher of  Grafton  township.  After  mar- 
riage the  young  couple  lived  on  the  home 
farm  in  Grafton  township  some  years,  of 
which  he  still  owns  thirty-five  of  the 
original  eighty-five  acres  bought  by  his 
father,  having  paid  off  all  the  legacies. 
For  the  past  fourteen  years  he  has  lived 
on  his  present  place,  on  which  in  1882  he 


erected  a pleasant  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, and  he  now  owns  in  all  182  acres 
of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  the 
county,  all  accumulated  by  incessant  toil 
and  assiduous  perseverance.  In  addition 
to  this  he  has  assisted  the  several  members 
of  his  family  to  good  homes  of  their  own, 
and  a fair  start  in  life.  Mr.  Biantern  and 
his  first  wife  were  divorced  in  1878,  and 
in  1879  he  married  Miss  Helen  Ferry, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  State.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Democrat,  but  in  township 
matters  he  invariably  votes  for  the  man 
best  suited  to  the  position,  regardless  of 
party.  He  is  a well-known  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  his  religion  being  the 
“ Golden  Rule  of  Life,”  has  never  had  a 
lawsuit,  and  deals  “fair  and  square”  with 
every  one. 


OS.  X ICHOLS,  proprietor  of  meat 
market,  Elyria,  was  born  August 
21,  1829,  in  Cortland  county,  N.Y., 
a son  of  Asa  and  Harriet  (Smith) 
Nichols,  natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  where 
they  were  married  and  where  some  of  their 
children  were  born. 

In  1835  they  came  west  from  Cortland 
county,  JN . Y.,  where  they  had  followed 
farming,  and  settling  in  Lorain  county 
the  father  there  carried  on  a stone  quarry- 
ing business,  lie  was  born  in  1792,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years;  a Whirr 
originally  in  politics,  he  afterward  voted 
the  straight  Republican  ticket.  The  mother 
lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  old.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children  (nine  of 
them  grew  to  maturity,  four  yet  survive), 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

O.  S.  Nichols  received  his  elementary 
education  at  the  district  schools,  finishing 
at  select  school.  His  first  work  was  on  a 
farm,  but  disliking  agricultural  pursuits 
J he  ran  away  from  home,  and  making  his 
| way  eastward  to  the  seacoast,  at  New  Bed- 
J ford,  Mass.,  being  fond  of  adventure,  he 
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resolved  to  go  to  sea.  Shipping  aboard  a 
merchantship,  his  first  voyage  was  into  the 
Indian  Ocean  and  to  the  Sandwich  Islands; 
thence  sailed  to  the  Behring  Sea,  and  the 

c ^ 

Arctic  Ocean;  thence  to  China,  and  home- 
ward again  by  way  of  San  Francisco,  at 
which  port  he  concluded  to  remain.  Here 
lie  resided  for  some  years,  working  at  first 
in  the  capacity  of  stevedore.  He  then  as- 
sisted in  fitting  out  the  first  ship  for  a line 
running  between  San  Francisco  and  China. 
In  1861  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  same  year  came 
to  Elyria,  where  in  1864  he  opened  out  his 
present  prosperous  meat  market. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  married  April  14, 
1862,  to  Miss  Delia  Rock  wood,  and  two 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  James 
and  Dora.  In  his  political  preferences  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  F.  & A.  M.  He  is  possessed  of 
good  business  ability,  has  an  excellent 
trade,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  public  at  large.  He  claims 
lineal  descent  from  “ Mayflower  ” Puritans, 
and  his  grandfather  Nichols  fought  val- 
iantly in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 


M.  ADAMS,  who  for  many  years  was 
one  of  the  leading  stock  "buyers  of 
the  southern  part  of  Lorain  county, 
was  born  February  11,  1819,  in 
Elector,  Seneca  county,  New  York. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  son  and  fourth 
child  of  John  M.  Adams,  who  was  born  in 
17S5,  son  of  Benjamin  Adams.  The  fam- 
ily came  originally  from  England,  lo- 
cating Tirst  in  Massachusetts,  then  in 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  thence  mov- 
ing to  New  York  State,  where  they  first 
lived  in  Dutchess  county,  and  finally  set- 
tled in  Dauby,  Tompkins  county.  Benja- 
min Adams  was  a distant  relative  of  John 
Adams  and  John  Quincy  Adams.  He  was 
a tailor  by  trade.  John  Murray  Adams, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a tailor,  and 


moved  about  with  his  father,  Benjamin, 
from  place  to  place.  He  was  married,  in 
Connecticut,  to  Folly  Ann  Wheeler,  and 
they  had  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  viz.:  D.  M.,  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch;  Elizabeth  Ann,  widow  of 
Orrin  Parsons,  of  Wardsborough,  Wind- 
ham Co.,  Vt.;  Eveline  M..  widow  of  Henry 
Murphy,  also  living  in  Wardsborough, 

! 'Windham  Co.,  Vt.;  Charles  B.,  a farmer 
i of  Lawrence,  Ivans.;  and  Maria  A.,  re- 
| siding  in  Chicago,  111.,  widow  of  John  W. 
Starr,  who  was  a real-estate  broker,  and 
died  in  Washington,  D.  C.  John  M. 
Adams  died  of  cholera  during  the  epi- 
demic, on  August  10,  1854,  in  Shiloh,  Rich- 
land Co.,  Ohio,  while  on  a visit  to  his  son, 
Benjamin.  Ilis  widow  passed  away  No- 
vember 4,  1872,  in  Breckenridge,  Mo.,  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  The  Adams 
family  is  an  illustrious  one,  and  among  the 
prominent  members  thereof  we  mention 
Alonzo  W.  Adams,  who  enlisted  in  the 
Black  Horse  Cavalry,  and  during  his  serv- 
ice rose  from  the  ranks  to  general.  He 
subsequently  practiced  law  in  New  York 
and  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  being  taken 
sick  in  the  latter  place  came  to  the  home 
of  our  subject  to  recuperate;  however,  lie 
died  in  Cleveland  on  .the  return  trip  to 
Washington,  and  was  buried  in  LaG range 
cemetery,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  a lot  pro- 
vided by  Mr.  D.  M.  Adams. 

D.  M.  Adams  passed  his  earlier  years  on 
a farm  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  whither 
he  had  been  brought  when  an  infant,  and 
where  he  remained  until  sixteen  years  old. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools;  he  was  naturally  a bright  scholar, 
and  was  also  possessed  of  considerable  me- 
chanical genius,  being  able  to  work  at  al- 
most  any  trade,  and  proving  especially 
! adept  at  painting  and  carpenter  work. 

! When  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  his  par- 
! ents  came  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  commenced  to  work  at  his  trade  of 
tailor,  and  later  came  to  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  county,  remaining,  however,  but  a 
short  time,  when  he  ao-ain  resumed  his 
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trade  in  Cleveland.  Our  subject  remained 
for  some  time  in  Eaton  township,  and  then 
went  to  the  town  of  Boston,  in  Cuyahoga 
county,  where  with  a capital  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  he  opened  a grocery  store,  and 
also  carried  on  a hat  store.  Subsequently 
he  traded  his  business  to  a man  from  New 
York  named  Perry,  for  a farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  in  Sullivan  county.  X.  Y.,  and 
went  east  to  look  after  his  farm,  which  he 
lost,  as  the  title  proved  to  be  worthless. 
Not  discouraged  by  this  experience,  he  be- 
gan again,  and  in  1839  started  on  the ' 
return  trip  to  Ohio,  stopping  en  route  at 
Erie,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  the  car- 
penter trade  for  a year.  He  then  came  to 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  October,  1810,  to  Jane  A.  Trotter, 
born  December  25,  1819,  in  -Messina  vil- 
lage, Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y..  a daughter  of 
Richard  Trotter,  who  afterward  came  to 
Portage  county,  Ohio.  The  young  couple 
commenced  housekeeping  in  Aurora  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  where  he  purchased 
130  acres  of  land,  on  which  they  resided 
until  1850,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to 
LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county.  Here 
he  purchased  from  Z.  Ensign  his  present 
farm,  comprising  225  acres  of  good  land, 
upon  which,  in  1859,  he  built  at  a cost  of 
seven  thousand  dollars  a very  comfortable 
residence,  then  the  finest  in  the  township; 
he  drew  the  plans  for  this  house  himself, 
made  all  the  brick,  and  took  upon  himself 
the  overseeing  of  the  building,  there  being 
no  contract  work  on  the  place.  While  en- 
gaged in  the  business,  and  while  residing 
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in  that  place,  he  bought  and  sold  more 

stock  than  any  other  man  in  the  business 

in  Lorain  county.  He  was  among  the 

original  promoters  and  stockholders  of  the 

Lorain  Plank  Road,  had  a contract  for 

seveD  and  a half  miles  of  same,  and  it  was 

mainly  through  his  efforts  that  LaGrange 

villao-e  secured  this  road;  otherwise  it 
© 

would  have  gone  by  Grafton.  He  was 
superintendent  of  this  road  five  years,  and 
also  served  the  same  length  of  time  as 
manager  and  collector.  He  had  made  many 


trips  to  New  York  City,  and  it  was  during 
one  of  these  that  he  met  with  the  accident 
— falling  through  a railroad  bricb-e — 
which  caused  him  to  give  up  the  business. 
He  had  a most  extensive  acquaintance. 

To  the  union  of  D.  M.  and  Jane  A. 
Adams  came  children  as  follows:  Yelorias 
L.,  of  Belden,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio;  Benjamin 
F.,  a farmer  of  LaGrange;  Eliza  <].,  now 
Mrs.  L.  G.  Parsons,  of  Greenville,  Ohio; 
and  Ella  A.,  now  Mrs.  D.  D.  Gott, 
of  Greenville,  Ohio.  The  mother  of 
these  died  October  31,  1877,  and 

was  buried  in  LaGrange  cemetery,  and 
on  August  4,  1880,  Mr.  Adams  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Ella  M.  Moorehouse,  of  Cort- 
land, N.  Y.  Politically  he  was  originally 
a Whig,  then  a Republican  until  1872, 
when  he  became  a Democrat,  and  in  1892 
he  joined  the  .Farmers  Alliance;  he  takes 
little  interest  in  party  affairs,  and  has  re- 
fused various  township  offices.  He  is  a 
very  temperate  man,  and  never  uses  either 
tobacco  or  intoxicating  liquor  in  any  form. 
Owing  to  his  eminent  qualities  as  a busi- 
ness  manager,  Mr.  Adams  acts  as  guardian 
for  a number  of  orphans,  and  has  settled 
up  various  estates;  be  is  now  engaged  in 
collecting  the  celebrated  Award  in  favor  of 
the  La  Abra  Silver  Mining  Company,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico. 


yw  TC LIARD  De  WITT  PERRY, 

superintendent  of  The  Western 

| \\  Automatic  Machine  Screw  Co.,  Ely-' 

ria,  is  a representative  self-made 

man,  and  a living  example  of  what 

willing  heart  and  hands  and  indomitable 
© 

perseverance  can  accomplish. 

He  is  a son  of  Clinton  DeWitt  and 
Celia  (Spencer)  Perry,  and  was  born  in 
South  Manchester,  Conn.,  January  12, 
1857.  His  parents  are  also  natives  of  the 
Nutmeg  State,  the  father  born  in  North 
Manchester,  the  mother  in  South  Man- 
j Chester,  and  after  marriage  they  were  resi- 
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dents  of  Hartford,  where  the  father  was 
engaged  in  general  business;  they  still  re- 
side there.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
subject  was  a physician,  and  the  patro- 
nymic of  his  maternal  grandparents  was 
Spencer  (the  grandmother's  maiden  name 
being  Hollister).  C.  M.  Spencer,  uncle 
of  Richard  Ue'Wh  Terry,  was  the  inventor 
of  the  widely-known  Spencer  rifle,  and  also 
of  the  Spencer  automatic  machine  screw. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  was  educated 
in  his  native  town,  and  learned  bis  trade 
with  the  Hartford  Machine  Screw  Com- 
pany, with  whom  he  remained  many  years, 
tilling  nearly  every  position  in  the  me- 
chanical department,  and  becoming-  thor- 
oughly efficient  in  each.  In  1883  he 
was  appointed  manager  of  The  Western 
Automatic  Machine  Screw  Company,  at 
Elyria,  and  has  ever  since  had  charge  of 
all  the  mechanical  work  done  in  that  in- 
stitution, which  is  by  far  the  largest  maim- 
factoring  concern  of  its  kind  in  the  West. 
Since  Mr.  Perry’s  connection  with  it,  its 
trade  has  expanded  vastly,  and  new  build- 
ings have  been  added  to  accommodate  the 
fast  increasing  business,  all  of  which  de- 
velopment  is  mainly  due  to  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business,  and  his  nat- 
ural energy  and  progressiveness. 

In  1883  Mr.  Perry  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  Swan,  and  three 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  viz.: 
Philip  W.,  Hester  and  Richard  De  Witt, 
Jr.  In  his  political  preferences  our  sub- 
ject is  a Republican,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1893  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Elyria.  He  has  re- 
cently erected  a handsome  residence  on 
West  Third  street,  which  has  been  equipped 
with  all  modern  improvements. 


T^RASTIJS  BRADLEY,  who  in  his 
Yr4  lifetime  was  a well-to-do  farmer  of 
JLLrij  Pittsfield  township,  was  born  July 
6,  1806,  in  Lee,  Mass.  His  father, 
Jesse  Bradley,  was  born  December  9, 1703, 
at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  on  December  9, 


1790,  married  Lucy  Munson,  by  which 
union  there  were  nine  children,  of  whom 
Erast  us  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

Our  subject  received  a common-school 
education,  and,  as  his  father's  family  was 
a large  one,  was  obliged  to  begin  life  for 
himself  at  an  early  age,  going  to  New 
York,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  cloth 
dresser.  Mr.  Bradley  was  twice  married 
in  New'  York  State,  but  of  the  children 
born  to  both  marriages  none  lived  to  adult 
age.  About  18-10,  his  brother  Jesse  having 
died  in  Knox  county,  111.,  Mr.  Bradley 
made  a journey  thither  to  settle  up  the 
estate,  and  while  en  route  made  a short 
visit  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  met  the  lady  who  sub- 
sequently became  his  wife.  After  adjust- 
ing the  affairs  of  his  brother  in  Knox 
county,  111.,  he  returned  to  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, where  on  August  23.  1812,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Orpha  I. 
Phelps,  who  was  born  February  27,  1811, 
in  Norfolk,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  In  1836 
her  parents,  Bethuel  and  Levina  (Norton) 
Phelps,  migrated  from  Norfolk,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  to  Ohio,  coming  by  way  of 
canal  and  lake  to  Cleveland,  thence  to  Lo- 
rain county,  where  they  settled  on  a farm 
on  the  north  and  south  center  road,  two 
miles  south  of  the  center  of  Pittsfield 
township;  here  the  father  died  in  1880,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Bradley  lived  for  some  time 
with  his  father-in-law,  and  then  bought  a 
farm  in  Huntington  township,  returning, 
however,  to  Pittsfield  township,  where  in 
later  years  he  bought  the  farm  wdiereon 
he  died,  and  where  bis  widow  still  resides. 
By  this  union  there  were  children  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  born  July  13,  1813,  wdio  died 
wffien  three  years  old:  and  Deiphine,  born 
May  6,  1815,  who  died  when  aged  twenty- 
seven  years. 

Mr.  Bradley  passed  from  earth  April 
16,  1888,  and  was  buried  in  the  South 
cemetery  of  Pittsfield  township.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Republican,  and  took  con- 
siderable interest  in  local  affairs,  serving 
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as  treasurer  and  in  other  positions  of  trust 
in  his  township.  Though  not  engaging  in 
active  farm  work  to  any  great  extent,  he 
conducted  successfully  a general  farming 
and  dairying  business,  which  his  widow 
now  manages,  and  she  has  proved,  herself 
a woman  of  unquestioned  business  sagac- 
ity. She  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  at  Oberlin,  as  was 
also  her  husband.  ]\Irs.  Bradley  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  and  intelligent 
ladies  of  Pittsfield  township,  and  though 
already  past  her  threescore  years  and  ten, 
is  still  in  full  possession  of  her  mental 
faculties;  she  takes  great  delight  in 
reading. 


FJ  W.  EDISON,  proprietor  of  the 
leading  hardware  store. in  Lorain, 
uncle  of  Edison,  the  world-famed 
electrician  and  inventor,  is  a Cana- 
dian bv  birth,  having  first  seen  the  light 
in  the  county  of  Elgin,  Ontario,  in  J uly, 
1832. 

Ilis  father,  Samuel  Edison,  was  born  in 
Newark,  N.  -J.,  March  5, 1761,  of  Holland- 
Butch  (Amsterdam)  ancestry,  and  in  1805 
removed  to  Nova  Scotia,  thence  to  what  is 
now  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where 
he  died  March  27,  1865.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Elizabeth 
(Yocum),  by  whom  he  had  five  children, 
our  subject  being  the  youngest  but  one; 
she  was  born  in  Philadelphia  May  8, 
1799,  and  died  in  March,  1891. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  tinner’s  trade.  In  1854  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  where  for  nearly  fifteen 
years  prior  to  his  marriage  he  was  a jour- 
neyman tinsmith,  in  the  literal  sense,  for 
he  traveled  continuously  all  over  the  coun- 
try, working  at  his  trade.  At  the  time  of 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  was 
in  Kentucky,  and  from  there  came  north, 
at  various  times  visiting  and  sojourning 
in  Port  Huron  (Mich.),  Cleveland  and 


Detroit.  From  the  latter  place  he  re- 
turned in  1865  to  his  home  in  Canada, 
and  married  an  old  schoolmate,  M iss  Emily 
Johnston,  who  was  then  teaching  school; 
on  the  day  of  her  wedding,  she  taught 
school  up  tQ  noon,  and  at  two  o’clock  was 
married!  The  young  couple  then  resided 
1 in  Port  Huron,  Cleveland  and  Detroit,  re- 
| spectively,  until  March  15,  1872,  when 
; they  came  to  Lorain,  where  Mr.  Edison 
i opened  out  a tin- shop,  and  commenced  a 
1 flourishing  business;  in  1S78  he  put  in  a 
I full  line  of  hardware,  etc.,  having  now  one 
of  the  best  assorted  stocks  of  the  kind  in 
the  county.  Mrs.  Emily  Edison  died  in 
1881,,  the  mother  of  three  children:  Ho- 
mer, Harry  and  Grace,  and  in  1884  our 
subject  married,  in  Michigan,  Martha 
Bell.  Politically  he  is  a Republican;  he 
is  a Chapter  Mason,  and  a member  of  the 
i Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Order 
I of  Tonti. 


EM  AN  BARROWS  (deceased),  who 
had  been  a resident  of  Avon  town- 
ship, since  early  childhood,  wTas 
born  in  1826  in  Rioa,  Monroe  Co., 

r>  ' ~ 


N.  Y.,  a son  of  Adnah  and  Clar- 
issa (Day)  Barrows,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of 
Bennington,  Vermont. 

Adnah  Barrows,  who  was  born  January 
17,  1797,  when  a youth  removed  to  New 
York,  in  which  Slate  he  remained  until 
1828,  when  he  came  by  water  to  Avon 
| township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  taking  up  a 
! farm  in  the  woods  of  Section  10,  near 
| French  Creek,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of 
‘ his  days.  He  died  October  3,  1856,  a 
j stanch  Democrat  in  politics;  his  wife,  born 
j October  3,  1800,  died  November  26.  1882. 
j They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  as 
j follows:  James  R.,  married,  who  resides  in 
i Avon  township;  Lyman,  who  died  in 
I Michigan  about  1889;  Heman,  subject 
proper  of  this  memoir;  Lydia,  widow  of 
] Jacob  Walker,  of  North  Amherst;  Mary, 
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who  died  about  1836;  and  Eliza,  wife  of 
Edward  S.  Fitch,  of  Avon  township. 
Grandfather  Benjamin  Day,  who  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolution,  serving  with  General  Wash- 
ington ; was  with  him  at  Valley  Forge,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  saw  .Major  Andre  exe- 
cuted; he  also  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
lie  died  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three. 

Heman  Barrows,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  two  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Avon  township, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  log-cabin 
schools  of  the  day.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  to  agricultural  life,  in  which  he 
has  always  continued,  and  he  now  owns  a 
fertile  farm  of  twenty-live  acres,  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation,  where  he  has  resided 
since  1888.  On  September  23,  1843,  he 
was  married,  in  Avon  township,  to  Miss  i 
Cordelia  Gillett,  a native  of  same,  daughter  j 
of  Gresham  and  Betsy  (Moe)  Gillett,  early  j 
pioneers  of  the  township,  where  both  died.  | 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol-  ; 
lows:  Chester,  who  was  born  August  9,  [ 
1845,  and  died  in  Avon  township  May  15, 
1868;  Frank,  born  November  30,  1847, 
now  residing  in  Huron,  Erie  county,  is 
married  and  has  four  children — Eugenia, 
Samuel,  Nona,  and  one  whose  name  is  not 
given;  Miles,  born  August  15,  1852,  died 
September  6,  1853;  Horace,  born  in  1854, 
married  January  1,  1877,  Sarepta  Moon, 
and  died  January  31,  1879,  in  Avon  town- 
ship; Charley,  born  April  18,  1859,  died 
November  9,  1860;  and  Ada,  born  De- 
cember 28,  1863,  wife  of  Arthur  Buck,  of  ; 
Atchison  county,  Kansas.  The  mother  of  j 
these  died  in  1872,  and  June  14,  1884,  our  j 
subject  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
Mrs.  Sarepta  Barrows,  a native  of  Van- 
Buren  county,  Mich.,  daughter  of  John  L. 
and  Mary  Anna  (Bonsor)  Moon,  the  father 
a native  of  Avon  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  the  mother  of  England,  from  which 
country  she  came  when  eight  years  old; 
both  died  in  Avon  township.  To  this  sec- 
ond marriage  was  born  October  24,  1889, 
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one  child,  Clara  Day.  John  L.  Moon  was 
born  April  9,  1829,  and  died  June  16, 
1886;  Mary  Anna  Bonsor  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1 ^ 30,  and  died  July  30,  1882. 
They  were  married  September  18,  1853, 
and  six  childremwere  born  to  them,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Sarepta,  (2)  George  IT.,  (3)  Ellen 
R.,  (4)  Lucy  A..,  (5)  John  L.  and  (6)  Bird. 
Of  these,  (2)  George  II.  was  married  in 
1887  to  Miss  Flora  Halliday,  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Hazel,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  months,  and  Howard 
'J.,  born  in  1892.  (3)  Ellen  R.  was  mar- 

ried to  Charles  A.  Pardee  in  1879,  and 
died  December  17,  same  year;  they  had 
one  child  named  Nellie  Moon.  (5)  JohnL. 
married  Miss  Mary  Halliday  November 
16,  1888. 

Heman  Barrows,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  died  November  26,  1893.  lie  was 
a well-known  character  in  the  town  in 
which  he  lived,  and  had  an  extensive  ac- 
quaintance  throughout  the  country.  He 
held  many  offices  of  public  trust,  and  in 
all  of  them  did  he  perform  his  duty  with 
fidelity".  He  was  a man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary natural  ability,  and  he  had  made 
good  use  of  his  opportunities.  Respected 
by  all  his  acquaintances  while  living,  his 
memory  will  be  honored  by  them  now  that 
he  has  passed  away.  In  politics  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Avon  township  for  twenty-four  years;  as 
assessor,  ten  years;  real-estate  assessor, 
two  terms;  and  as  township  trustee,  twenty- 
years.  He  was  also  a notary  public  in  the 
township  for  years. 


j.ALKER  S.  TERRY,  farmer  of 
jj  Grafton  township,  is  a son  of 
Eleazer  Terry,  a native  of  New 
Hampshire,  born  in  1791  in  the 
I town  of  Colebrook,  whence  he  moved  to 
New  York  State  and  then  to  Ohio,  in 
j both  of  which  States  he  followed  farming. 
i He  married  Miss  Hannah  Sawyer,  born  in 
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1791,  and  the  children  born  to  them  be- 
fore coming  to  Ohio  in  IS 34  or  1835  were 
as  follows:  Hansom,  deceased  in  Michigan; 
Lewis  and  Orrin,  both  of  whom  died  in 
California;  Philinda,  married  to  J.  M. 
Doan,  and  died  in  California;  Lucinda, 
an  invalid,  living  with  our  subject;  Austin, 
deceased  in  Michigan;  Lois,  now  Mrs. 
William  Johnston,  of  California;  Amanda, 
married  to  Frank  Doan,  died  in  1853  en 
route  to  California;  and  William,  who 
died  in  Texas.  After  comincr  to  Ohio 
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three  children  were  added  to  the  family, 
all  of  whom  were  born  in  Grafton  town- 
ship, to  wit:  Gardner  A.,  now  living  in 
Michigan;  Walker  S.,  and  Jonathan,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  Grafton.  The  father 
departed  this  life  in  1871,  the  mother  on 
October  5,  1881,  and  they  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  Belden  cemetery.  Prior  to  com- 
ing to  Ohio  Eleazer  Terry  had  worked  in 
an  eastern  distillery,  and  when  he  arrived 
here  had  but  limited  means,  but  when  he 
died  was  comparatively  opulent.  In  Lo- 
rain county  he  settled  on  a farm  in  Grafton 
township,  where  our  subject  now  lives,  the 
place  at  that  time  being  wild  woodland. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
present  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh;  was 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  the  entire 
family  were  looked  upon  as  unassuming 
Christian  people.  Asa  Terry,  father  of 
Eleazer,  was  a Revolutionary  soldier. 

W.  S.  Terry,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  born  February  7,  1830,  and 
received  his  education,  during  the  winter 
months,  in  the  public  schools  of  the  early 
days  of  Grafton  township,  up  to  the  age  of 
fifteen.  He  was  reared  a true  pioneer 
farmer  boy,  and  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  went  to  Michigan,  where,  in 
St.  Joseph  county,  he  worked  in  a sawmill 
nine  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  Ohio.  In  1857  he  married 
Rowena  D.  Benton,  and,  then,  with  his 
young  wife,  once  more  proceeded  to  Michi- 
gan, this  time  working  at  the  milling 
business  and  on  a farm,  also  buying  land 


there.  In  1870  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
has  since  been  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing, being  now  owner  of  the  homestead 
farm  in  Grafton  township,  Lorain  county, 
in  connection  with  which  he  operated  a 
threshing  machine  for  several  years,  in 
December,  1803,  Mr.  Terry  enlisted  at 
Leonidas,  Michigan,  in  the  Eleventh 
Mich.  V.  I.,  and  was  sent  to  recruit  the 
ranks  of  that  regiment  thinned  by  the 
bullet  and  disease;  he  was  assigned  to 
Company  F.  They  were  ordered  to  Chatta- 
nooga, participated  in  the  battle  of  Resaca, 
and  the  march  to  Atlanta  with  Sherman; 
then  returned  to  Chattanooga  as  a detach- 
rnent.  After  a service  of  twenty-two 
months  Mr.  Terry  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, and  returned  to  Michigan. 

By  his  first  wife  there  were  no  children, 
and  she  died  in  1889.  In  1891  he  mar- 
ried Florence  Giesey  Benton,  who  was 
born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1864,  daucdi- 
ter  of  Frederick  Giesey,  a native  of  Paris, 
France,  where  he  was  educated  for  the 
; priesthood.  Politically  W.  S.  Terry  is  a 
Populist,  formerly  a Republican. 


Leonard  g.  Hamilton,  in 

i March,  1647,  there  was  born  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  one  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  who  came  to  America  in 
1668,  married  an  English  girl  named 
Mary  Berry,  and  settled  in  North  Kings- 
ton, Rhode  Island. 

Their  children  were  as  follows:  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  a Mr.  Roberts,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years; 
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Joseph,  born  in  1693,  died  in  Redding, 
Conn.,  aged  eighty-six  years;  Thankful, 
married  to  a Mr.  Sweet,  and  died  aged  one 
hundred  and  two  years;  William,  Jr.,  who 
settled  in  Rhode  Island,  and  died  when 
ninety-eight  years  old;  David,  born  in 
North  Kingston,  Conn.,  April  11.  1697, 
died  in  Sharon,  Conn.,  in  1779,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years;  Benjamin,  born  in 
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1701,  died  aged  ninety-five;  Elisha,  drowned  j 
at  an  early  age;  Nathaniel,  killed  by  a fall  ; 
from  a tree;  John,  died  young.  The  father 
of  these  children,  like  the  majority  of 
them,  lived  to  a patriarchal  age,  dying 
when  five  score  and  two  years  old. 

Will  iam  Hamilton,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of 
Sir  William,  had  five  children,  viz.:  Will-  J 
iam,  who  married  Sarah  Benedict;  Silas, 
married  to  Elizabeth  Knapp;  Joseph  (2), 
born  in  1730,  married  to  Thankful  Taylor; 
Ruth,  wife  of  John  Knapp,  and  Catharine, 
wife  of  Nathaniel  Gregory.  Of  these  Silas 
and  Joseph  f 2)  settled  in  Danbury,  Conn., 
and  Joseph  and  Thankful  (Taylor)  Hamil- 
ton had  children  as  follows:  Joseph,  Jr., 
Eden  (grandfather  of  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  L.  G.  Hamilton),  Asel,  Eliakim 
and  Ezra. 

Eden  Hamilton,  son  of  Joseph,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  New  Fairfield,  five  miles  north  of 
Danbury,  Conn.,  in  1763,  and  was  an  eye- 
witness to  the  burning  of  that  town  by  the 
British  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

c 1 

lie  married  Zilla  Lindsley,  and  removed 
to  North  Harpersfield.  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  lie  remained  till  1S20,  in  which  year 
he  came  as  a pioneer  to  .Medina  county,  j 
Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  agriculture.  I 
He  was  born  in  1763,  and  died  in  1850;  j 
his  wife  was  born  in  1760,  and  died  in  i 
1828.  He  was  an  Old-line  Whig  in  poli-  ! 
tics,  in  Church  connection  a Baptist.  The  I 
following  are  the  names  and  dates  of  birth 
and  death  of  their  children,  who  were  all 
born  in  Harpersfield,  N.  Y. : Talmon,  born  I 
September  18,  1782,  died  October  20, 
1878;  Ira,  born  1781,  died  September  28, 
1795;  Anson,  born  1786,  died  May  18, 
1860;  Adna,  born  1790,  died  1850;  Arsa, 
born  1792,  died  October  22,  1838;  Phoebe, 
born  1795,  died  July  26,  1816;  Matthew 
Lindsley,  born  January  20,  1797,  died 
November  3,  1881;  Elizabeth,  born  1800, 
died  1822;  Eden  (father  of  subject!,  born 
1802,  died  September  17,  1819. 

Eden  Hamilton,  Jr.,  youngest  in  the 
family  of  Eden  and  Zilla  (Lindsley)  Ham- 
ilton, grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town, 


where  he  was  educated  and  reared  to  farm 
life.  About  the  year  1820  he  migrated  to 
Ohio,  where  he  made  a settlement  in  the 
wilds  of  what  is  now  Medina  county,  and 
here  followed,  farming  to  the  close  of  his 
life  He  was  among  the  first  settlers  in 
that  section  (the  first  being  Zenos  Hamil- 
ton, his  cousin,  who  came  in  1811),  his 
nearest  neighbor,  for  some  eighteen  months 
after  his  location  there,  being  seven  miles 
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distant.  Eden,  Jr.,  married  Miss  Celestia 
Fletcher,  and  the  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows:  Leonard  G.,  Hiram  F., 
Marcus  N.  and  Nancy  A.  In  politics 
Eden,  Jr.,  was  an  Old-line  Whig,  and  he 
was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Several  of  the  Hamilton  family  moved  to 
Ohio,  among  them  being  Matthew  Linds- 
ley  Hamilton  (uncle  of  subject),  who  came 
in  1816  and  took  up  land,  returned  to  his 
old  home  to  be  married  to  Achsa  Beardsly, 

! and  made  his  final  settlement  in  Medina 
county,  in  1817.  In  fact,  all  of  subject's 
uncles,  excepting  Talmon,  removed  to  Me- 
dina county  between  the  years  1816  and 
1820,  and  his  aunts  located  on  the  Cleve- 
land and  Wooster  stage  road,  ail  in  about 
the  same  neighborhood.  Hamilton's  Cor- 
ners,  about  four  miles  north  of  the  town  of 
Medina,  was  named  for  them. 

Leonard  G.  Hamilton  was  born  Novem- 
ber 26,  1823,  at  Hamilton’s  Corners,  Me- 
dina Co.,  Ohio,  and  received  but  limited 
school  advantages.  He  worked  from  boy- 
hood on  his  father's  farm  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  returned  to  the  old 
home  of  his  people — North  Harpersfield, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. — where  he  attended 
select  school  during  the  winter.  In  the 
following  summer  he  chopped  wood  in 
order  to  earn  sufficient  money  to  take  him 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  in  hopes 
of  finding  an  opportunity  to  learn  the  car- 
! penter’s  trade,  or  get  some  kind  of 
work.  Failing,  however,  in  his  expecta- 
| tions,  he  returned  to  North  Harpersfield, 
I working  all  the  way,  his  route  being  over 
the  Catskill  Mountains;  then  set  out, 
I again  on  foot,  for  Binghamton.  N.  Y., 
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fully  expecting  to  find  work  on  the  Erie 
Railroad,  which  was  then  in  course  of  con- 
struction, hut  walked,  instead,  down  to 
Owego,  where  he  hired  out  as  a raftsman 
on  the  Susquehanna  river.  At  Peach 
Bottom  he  received  an  injury  while  raft- 
ing, from  which  he  has  never  fully  recov- 
ered. The  river  was  so  shallow  that  the 
raftsmen  had  to  temporarily  abandon  their 
work,  and  he  was  trying  to  pull  a boat  out 
of  a shoal,  the  rope  being  fastened  round 
his  waist,  when  by  some  .means  he  got 
hurt.  In  those  days  he  was  a powerful 
man.  At  Port  Deposit,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Susquehanna  river,  they  made  their 
rafts  into  floats,  which  they  took  up  Elk 
river  and  Back  creek  to  Chesapeake  City, 
Md.;  thence  (after  having  converted  the 
floats  into  lockins— which  form  they  were 
made  into  so  they  could  be  towed  through 
the  locks  of  the  canals)  via  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal,  and  thence  (having 
put  all  the  timber  into  floats  again)  up  the 
Delaware  river  with  the  tide  to  Philadel- 
phia, thence  to  Bordentown,  X.  J.  At  that 
place  they  entered  the  Rariden  Canal 
which  carried  their  timber  to  the  city  of 
Xew  Brunswick  (where  subject  was  seized 
with  cholera),  where  it  was  again  made 
into  floats  on  the  river  Rariden,  down 
which  it  was  floated  to  Amboy  Bay,  thence 
by  the  tide  up  Staten  Sound  to  Xew  York, 
where  it  was  finally  marketed.  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton remained  in  that  city  a short  time, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Danbury,  Conn. 
"While  there  his  father  died,  and  our  sub- 
ject then  came  west  to  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm  for  a 
few  years,  but  had  to  abandon  it  on  ac- 
count of  his  old  hurt  troubling  him. 
From  Medina  county  Mr.  Hamilton  pro- 
ceeded to  Randolph,  Cattaraugus  Co., 
X.  Y.,  where  for  two  terms  he  attended 
school  and  an  academy.  Again  coming  to 
Med  ina  county,  he  became  salesman  for 
his  uncle,  John  Fairchild,  who  was  a man- 
ufacturer of  wooden  bowls;  but  in  1852  lie 
went  to  Iowra  and  took  up  680  acres  of 
land  in  Washington  county,  which  he 


held  about  thirty  years.  On  his  return 
homo,  his  uncle  (just  referred  to)  gave  him 
an  interest  in  a bowl  manufactory  at  Berea, 
Cuyahoga,  Co.,  Ohio,  and  he  had  just  got 
down  to  business  when  the  premises  were 
burned  to  the  ground.  Commencing 
anew,  however,  he  carried  on  the  business 
several  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
closed  out  and  embarked  in  the  general 
mercantile  business.  While  he  and  his 
uncle  were  carrying  on  the  bowl  industry, 
Mr.  Hamilton  would  make  trips  westward 
to  sell  the  wares,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
travels  met  with  many  adventures.  He 
passed  two  summers  up  and  down  the 
Missouri  river  with  teams,  selling  his  bowls 
among  the  so-called  “ border  ruffians”;  on 
his  return  east  he  fitted  up  an  old-fashioned 
flat  boat  at  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  which  he 
loaded  with  bowls  and  grindstones,  and 
took  down  the  river  to  Xew  Orleans,  two 
thousand  miles;  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind., 
where  he  had  a shop,  lie  filled  up  his  boat 
and  went  to  making  sales  at  all  the  towns 
along  the  river,  he  himself  piloting  the 
vessel  from  about  six  miles  above  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.  He  reached  New  Orleans 
just  about  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  there  sold  the  balance  of  the  ven- 
ture at  wholesale,  getting  good  prices. 
Our  subject  then  returned  northward,  by 
boat,  via  the  Mississippi  river.  The  firm 
of  Fairchild  & Hamilton  had  bowl  fac- 
tories opened  out  at  Berea,  Ohio;  Colum- 


j St.  John’s,  Mich.;  and  Chatham,  Canada. 

Having  been  appointed  treasurer  of  the 
I Berea  Savings  and  Loan  Bank,  he  held 
i that  position  with  ability  and  satisfaction 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  (1884) 
he  came  to  Elyria  and  bought  out  his 
present  furniture  business.  Before  coming 
to  Elyria  he  was  the  assistant  of  the  treas- 
urer of  Cleveland. 

Leonard  G.  Hamilton  and  Miss  Cassie 
A.  Marsh  were  united  in  marriage,  in 
May,  1862,  and  five  children  were  born  to 
them,  as  follows:  Carrie  C.;  May  B.,  wife 
of  Henry  Ingersoll,  an  attorney  at  law  in 
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Elyria,  Ohio ; Leonard  Walter,  in  business 
with  his  father;  Eden,  deceased;  and 
Harry  G.,  at  school.  In  politics,  Mr. 
H auiilton  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

From  another  branch  of  the  family 
comes  David,  whose  son,  Alexander,  was 
born  January  11,  1757,  in  the  island 

of  St.  Christofer,  West  Indies.  The  Ilam- 
iltons  can  be  traced  back  to  the  twelfth 
century,  producing  some  eminently  scien- 
tific men,  dukes  and  lords  of  Scotland  and 
England,  and  martyrs  of  the  Reformation. 


Tp^LIZER  G.  HASTINGS,  a lifelong 
Vn  farmer  of  LaGrange  township,  is  a 
II— | native  of  same,  born  J line  20, 1827, 
a son  of  Curtis  II.  and  Pattie 
(Graves)  Hastings. 

Our  subject  received  an  education  in 
.the  common  schools,  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  life,  receiving  his  first  train- 
inn-  in  that  direction  under  his  father. 
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He  remained  on  the  home  farm  till 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  then  went 
to  work  for  Mathew  Starr,  receiving  for 
his  services  twelve  dollars  a month.  In 
December,  1850,  lie  was  married,  in  La- 
Grange,  to  Miss  Hannah  Crane,  and  they 
had  three  children,  viz.:  Susan,  Mrs. 

Almon  Taylor,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio  (her 
first  husband  was  Royal  Merriam);  George, 
a farmer  of  LaGrange;  and  Evaline.  now 
Mrs.  David  McFadden,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio. 
In  1851  Mr.  Hastings  went  to  work  for 
Adison  Foster;  in  1852  he  worked  for 
Richard  Loomis;  in  1853  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Darius  Holcomb,  and  in  1S5T 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade.  In 
1855  he  moved  onto  a piece  of  land  owned 
by  his  father,  and  which  he  worked  on 
shares,  he  having  one-third.  In  1858  Mr. 
Hastings  moved  with  his  family  to  Van- 
Wert  county,  Ohio,  but  ague  and  bilious 
fever  being  prevalent  there,  they  had  to 
return  to  their  native  place.  In  1801  he 


moved  onto  the  old  farm,  which  he  worked 
on  shares  until  the  death  of  his  father, 
which  occurred  December  22,  1877.  Our 
subject  now  owns  142-1  acres  and  a com- 
modious house;  he  has  erected  various 
outbuildings  on  the  place,  and  a new 
dwelling  across  the  road  from  his  own. 

Mrs. Hannah  Hastings  died  May  7, 1870, 
and  Mr.  Hastings  was  married,  January 
27,  1875,  to  Mrs.  H.  L.  Davis,  who  was 
born  February  11,  1829,  in  Hampshire 
county,  Mass.  -Our  subject  has  been  an 
active,  hard  working  man,  and  has  always 
been  fond  of  his  home.  In  1883  a sick 
spell  left  him  almost  a physical  wreck,  and 
since  then  he  performs  only  light  farm 
labor,  the  remainder  of  the  work  beincr 
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attended  to  by  his  son  George,  who  was 
married  to  Miss  Hattie  Barnes,  of  Pen- 
field,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  Mr.  Hastings  is 
a Democrat  in  his  political  preferences. 


J[jOHN  ALEXANDER.  This  gentle- 
1,  man,  one  of  the  leading  agricultur- 
y ists  of  Eaton  township,  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Frankum)  Alex- 
ander, natives  of  Gloucestershire,  England, 
who  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1830,  locating  first  in  New  York  State. 

In  1838  they  moved  to  Elyria.  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  some  time, 
thence  removing  to  Grafton  township, 
same  county,  and  in  1844  to  Eaton  town- 
ship, where  they  were  well-known  agricul- 
turists; the  home  farm  is  still  in  the  fam- 
ily. Samuel  Alexander  died  in  1886  at 
the  age  of  eighty;  his  wife  died  in  1883, 
aged  seventy-nine.  Politically  he  was  a 
Whig  and  Republican.  They  had  a family 
of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Martha,  who 
married  Edwin  Martin,  and  died  in  La- 
Porte,  Lorain  county,  in  1884;  Samuel, 
who  married  Barbara  Slatershine,  of  Mich- 
igan, and  is  a resident  of  Carlisle  town- 
ship,  Lorain  county;  Ann,  wife  of  William 
Lawson,  of  Grafton  township,  Lorain 
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county;  Sophia,  wife  of  Cyrus  Wallace,  of 
Winnebago  county,  111.;  John,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Job,  a farmer  of  Eaton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  who  married  Ann 
Pierce;  Albert,  who  married  Addie  Golan d, 
and  who  resides  in  Eaton  township;  and 
Amanda,  who  died  in  her  youth. 

John  Alexander,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  November  12,  1830,  in 
Grafton  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
received  his  education  at  the  country  schools 
of  Eaton  township.  In  1873  he  bought 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Eaton  town- 
ship, which  he  has  since  much  improved, 
having  erected  a comfortable  residence, 
commodious  barns,  etc.,  and  has  increased 
the  area  of  his  farm  till  it  now  comprises 
186  acres,  fifty-four  of  which  are  in  Carlisle 
township. 

On  October  6,  1876,  Air.  Alexander  was 
married,  in  Gberlin,  Lorain  county,  to 
Miss  Hannah  Dimick,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  a daughter  of  Alanson 
and  Hannah  (Hill)  Dimick,  the  father  a 
native  of  Vermont,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
one  hundred  years,  the  mother  a native  of 
Connecticut,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty - 
five,  both  passing  away  within  a year,  at 
the  home  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  has  been  born  one 
child,  Grace.  Politically  our  subject  is  a 
Republican. 


C.  GRISWOLD.  The  family,  of 
which  this  gentleman  is  a prominent 
member,  claim  German  descent,  the 
first  of  the  ancestry,  of  whom  there 
is  record,  having  come  to  England  with 
the  Prince  of  Orange.  The  name  was 
originally  spelled  Griswolde. 


Edward  and  Matthew  Griswold  (the  lat- 
ter of  whom  was  the  direct  ancestor  of 
the  two  Governors  Griswold)  were  brothers. 


They  resided  in  Kenilworth, Warwickshire, 
England  (the  ancestral  seat  being  known 
as  Malvern  Hall,  the  coat-of-arms  two 
greyhounds  courant ),  where  another 
brother,  Thomas,  also  lived.  In  1639,  in 


J a vessel  sent  out  by  Mr.  William  Whiting, 

! they  came  to  America,  in  company  with 
1 Rev.  Ephraim  Unit  and  several  other  mem  - 
j bers  uf  his  congregation,  who  settled  in 
| Windsor,  Connecticut. 

(1)  Edward  Griswold,  born  in  England 
in  1607,  married,  while  young,  Margaret 
— . After  his  arrival  in  America  he 
located  in  a part  of  Windsor  called  Po- 
quonnack,  but  afterward  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  lvillingworth,  Conn.,  where 

I he  appears  to  have  been  a man  of  much 
enterprise  and  influence.  In  March,  1663, 
he  was  appointed  one  of  a committee  to 
lay  out  the  undivided  lands  in  Massaco 
(Simsbury)  to  each  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Windsor  as  desired  or  needed.  In  Killing- 
worth  he  wras  a commissioner  and  large 
landholder.  His  first  wife  died  in  Killing- 
worth  August  23,  1070,  and  he  then  mar- 
ried  Sarah,  widow  of  James  Bernis,  of  New 
London.  He  died  about  1690.  His  chil- 
dren were  Francis,  George,  Johnaud Sarah, 
all  four  born  in  England  (Sarah  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Samuel,  son  of  William 
Phelps,  November  10,  1650,  and  second 
to  Nathaniel,  son  of  Humphrey  Pinney, 
July  21,  1670);  Anne,  born  in  America, 
June  19,  1642;  Mary,  born  October  5, 
1644  (married  Timothy,  son  of  William 
Phelps,  March  19,  166 i) ; Deborah,  born 
June  25,  1646  (married  Samuel,  son  of 
William  Buel,  and  went  to  lvillingworth); 

I Joseph,  born  March  2,  1647;  Samuel,  born 
I November  13,  1049,  died  at  lvillingworth 
July  6,  1672;  John, born  August  15,  1652. 

(2)  George  married  Mary  Holcomb  Oc- 
! tober  3,  16  — ; she  died  April  4,  1708.  lie 

settled  in  Windsor,  was  holder  of  con- 
siderable land,  part  of  which  he  bought  of 
the  Indians,  and  was  a man  of  high  re- 
spectability. His  children  were  Daniel, 
born  October  1,  1656;  Thomas,  born  Sep- 
tember 29,  1658;  Edward,  born  May  19, 
1660;  Mary,  born  September  28,  1663; 
Georcre,  born  December  3,  1665;  John, 
born  September  11,  1668;  Benjamin,  born 
August  16,  1671;  Deborah,  born  May  20, 

| 1674  (married  Thomas  Moore  December 
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12,  1695):  Abigail,  born  October  3,  1676,  j 
died  March  7,  1(582;  Samuel,  born  No-  I 
vember  5,  1681,  died  June  1,  1682. 

(3)  Daniel,  born  October  1,  1656,  mar- 
ried M indwell,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Bissell,  February  3,  1680,  who  died  De- 
cember 31,  1728.  Their  children  were 
David  and  Nathaniel  (twins),  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1684;  Peletiah,  born  September  | 

13,  i 6 8 9 ; Mary,  born  1692;  Edward,  born 
March  8,  1696;  Deborah,  born  November  1 

7,  1698;  David,  born  August  6,  1701. 

(4)  David,  born  August  6,  1701,  mar-  1 
ried  Huldah  Brown,  1731.  Their  children 
were  David,  born  May  25,  1733,  died 
March  6,  1736;  Joel,  born  1734;  Ezekiel, 
born  February  21,  1737;  Huldah,  born 
April  23,  1739;  Sybil,  born  April  17, 
1742;  Deborah,  born  March  15,  1745; 
David,  born  February  15,  174S;  Asinali, 
born  September  6,  1750. 

(5)  Joel,  born  1734,  married  May  11, 
1758,  Mary  Ebens.  Their  children  were 

.Joel,  born  November  4,  1758;  Elijah, 
born  August  20,  1762;  Luther,  Ralph, 
and  Rufus. 

(6)  Elijah,  born  August  20,  1762,  mar-  , 
ried  July  6,  1787,  Lydia  Adams,  born  I 
August  30,  1767.  Their  children  were 
Elijah  Finder,  born  June  12,  1788;  Lydia, 
born  July  24.  1790;  Chauncey  Gay,  born 
September  16,  1792;  Sophia,  born  Jan-  j 
uary  4,  1794;  Julia,  born  March  17,  1796;  I 
Fanny,  born  March  5.  1798;  Tliirza  Maria,  j 
born  December  29,  1800;  Edwin  Elijah  ! 
(father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch),  born 
August  20,  1802;  Edson  Adams,  born  1 
June  27,  1804;  Mary  Catherine,  born  May 

8,  1806;  Luther  Dwight,  born  February 
7,  1809. 

Edwin  Elijah  Griswold,  the  last  but 
three  mentioned  in  the  above  genealogical 
record,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Sims- 
bury (of  Old  Windsor,  now  Bloomfield), 
Conn.,  and  received  his  education  at  the 
subscription  schools  of  the  vicinity,  and 
also  in  a private  school.  lie  was  a cler- 
gyman of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  filled  incumbencies  in  Connecticut, 

41 


New  York  State  and  New  York  City, 
many  of  his  appointments  being  the  best 
held  in  the  several  localities.  Daniel 
Drew  and  the  well-known  publishers, 
Harper  Brothers,  were  among  his  parish- 
ioners. For  seventeen  years  he  was  pre- 
siding elder,  part  of  the  time  officiating  in 
New  York  City.  After  nearly  forty-five 
years  of  active  service  in  the  ministry  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  his 
own  request  he  was  released  from  his  du- 
ties, and  returned  to  his  home  in  Danbury, 
Conn.  He  was  a D.  1).  of  Mt.  Union  Col- 
lege. On  April  20,  1825,  he  married 
Miss  Nancy  Webster,  who  was  descended 
by  direct  line  from  John  Webster,  one  of 
Hartford's  early  settlers  and  the  fifth  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut  Colony,  and  the  rec- 
ord of  their  children  is  as  follows:  Fanny 
F.,  born  February  22.  1826;  E.  C.  (sub- 
ject of  sketch);  Harriet  W.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1830,  died  May  5,  1893;  Ann 
Augusta,  born  September  18,  1836;  and 
Mary  Victoria,  born  November  27,  1838, 
died  November  8,  1839.  Mrs.  Griswold 
died  April  3,  1870,  and  Mr.  Griswold  was 
subsequently  married  to  Artemesia  W. 
Pease  (widow  of  a preacher),  who  still 
survives.  He  died  April  3,  1878. 

Edwin  Chauncey  Griswold  was  born  in 
Farmington,  Conn.,  May  18,  1827,  and 
received  his  elementary  education  in  a 
preparatory  school,  after  which  he  took 
a course  of  study  at  the  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, Middletown,  Conn.,  where  he 
graduated  in  1847,  being  then  twenty 
years  of  age.  After  teaching  school  for  a 
time,  he  became  connected  with  the  Peo- 
ples Line  of  Steamers  of  the  Hudson  river, 
and  was  in  that  service  some  four  years. 
He  then  became  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern,  in  New  York 
City,  having  charge  of  the  mailing  depart- 
ment, but  his  health  becoming  impaired, 
he  concluded  to  move  westward.  Accord- 
ingly, in  February,  1854,  he  came  to 
Elyria,  Ohio,  and  established  a book  store, 
which  he  carried  on  for  about  twenty-four 
years,  or  until  1877,  when  he  sold  out.  He 
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lias  since  been,  connected  with  various 
business  enterprises,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  Lakeside  Company,  of  which 
he  is  president,  and  one  of  its  heaviest 
stockholders;  had  also  at  one  time  charge 
of  their  hotel  at  Lakeside.  He  owns  grape 
growing  and  farming  interests,  and  oc- 
copies  much  of  his  time  in  assisting  to 
manipulate  stock  companies  of  various 
kinds. 

On  February  2,  1852,  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  Mr.  Griswold  was  married  to  Miss 
Anne  Sweetland,  a native  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  where  and  at  Mt.  Holyoke  Semi- 
nary, Massachusetts,  she  received  her  edu- 
cation. The  following  is  a brief  record  of  j 
their  children:  (1)  Ellen  Augusta,  born 

November  23,  1852,  in  New  York  City: 
after  graduating  at  Elyria  High  School 
she  entered  upon  a course  of  study  at 
Baldwin  University,  Berea,  Ohio,  and  had 
reached  the  Senior  class,  when  failing 
health  caused  her  to  leave;  she  afterward 
graduated  at  Cleveland  Normal  School; 
she  was  married  to  Bev.  Lucius  C.  Smith,  j 
July  12,  1878,  and  died  December  28,  ! 
1878,  in  Copiapo,  Chili,  S.  A.,  her  hus-  j 
band  being  a missionary  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  one  of  the  “ Taylor  missionaries.”  ■ 
(2)  Edwin  Luther  was  born  February  11, 
1855,  and  died  September  26,  1881;  he 
entered  upon  a course  of  study  at  Wesleyan 
University,  Middletown,  Conn.,  but  un- 
avoidable circumstances  prevented  his 
completing  the  course;  he  was  engaged  in 
the  book  business  with  his  father,  and 
later  in  Cleveland.  (8)  Fannie  Martha, 
horn  September  4,  1857,  graduated  at  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio, 
was  married,  March  29,  1882,  to  G.  W. 
Bice,  and  now  resides  in  Hamilton,  Ohio; 
(4)  William  Sweetland  was  born  June  20, 
1862,  and  was  educated  at  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  then  one  year 
in  Berea,  Ohio,  and  afterward  at  the  Case 
School  of  Applied  Science,  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  is  now  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  artificial  stone  busi- 
ness and  selling  coal.  He  was  married 


October  7, 1885,  to  Miss  Martha  II.  Wales, 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two 
children,  viz. : Edwin  Chauncey,  born  June 
9,  1887;  and  Maine  Sweetland,  born  Sep 
tember  17.  1892. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Griswold  is  a strong  Bepubli- 
can;  he  served  as  clerk  of  Elyria  township 
thirteen  years,  and  for  years  was  also  town- 
ship trustee;  for  several  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education  and  clerk  of 
the  same.  In  1876  he  was  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  General  Conference  that  met  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Elyria.  He  also 
holds  important  relations  with  several 
educational  institutions. 


V IltlLLIAM  GBEEN,  a prominent, 
\Pxi / we^'t0-d°  farmer  of  Pittsfield 
M l |fj  township,  was  born  October  4, 
1848,  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Marshall)  Green. 

William  Green,  Sr.,  was  a shoemaker, 
and  followed  the  trade  exclusively  in  Eng- 
land, where  he  married  and  had  three 
children:  Henry,  who  died  in  England; 
Ann,  who  died  in  Wood  county,  Ohio, 
wife  of  William  Bailey,  and  William.  In 
1854  the  family  embarked  at  Liverpool, 
j and  after  a voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed 
j in  New  York  City.  They  at  once  pro- 
i ceeded  to  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  where  William  Marshal],  brother  of 
I Mrs.  Green,  had  previously  located,  and 
there  purchased  a partially  improved  tract 
i of  fifty  acres,  where  the  father  began  farm- 
i ing.  Here  they  piassed  the  remainder  of 
: their  lives,  Mrs.  Green  dyincr  in  1877.  her 

# 7 A © ' 

i husband  in  1884,  and  they  both  rest  in 
1 Pittsfield  cemetery.  Both  were  members 
: of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics 
he  was  a Bepublican. 

Our  subject  received  a common-school 
| education,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life,  re- 
j maining  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
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his  marriages  On  October  5,  1871,  lie  was 
married  to  Rowena  Cole,  who  was  born 
in  Wellington  township,  Lorain  county, 
daughter  of  Horace  Cole,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  children:  Lou  Emma,  M rs. 
Frank  Whitney,  of  Pittsfield  township; 
and  Mary  Ann,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  November, 
1878,  and  -was  buried  in  Pittsfield  ceme- 
tery. For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Green  mar- 
ried January  1,  1880,  Miss  Anna  Jordan, 
who  died  February  3,  1883,  some  time 
afterward,  without  issue.  In  1881  Mr. 
Green  married  Catherine  Rogers,  and  to 
this  union  has  come  one  child,  Walter 
Henry.  After  marriage  our  subject  lo- 
cated on  the  home  farm,  and  there  re- 
mained until  1883,  when  lie  removed  to 
his  present  farm,  in  the  center  of  Pitts- 
field township,  which  he  had  purchased  the 
preceding  fall.  Here  he  has  since  resided, 
carrying  on  general  agriculture  and  dairy- 
ing, and  he  has  met  with  a considerable 
degree  of  success,  being  an  energetic,  sys- 
tematic farmer.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  trustee  and  in  various 
other  positions. 


FJLAAHlTS  A.  HART,  proprietor  of 
a leading  furniture  establishment  in  | 
_ Oberlin,  and  undertaker,  comes  of  i 
English  ancestry.  The  first  of  this  ! 
branch  of  the  family  in  America  was  one 
of  three  brothers  who  came  from  England 
in  1646  or  ’48,  one  of  whom  settled  in 
Connecticut,  one  went  west  and  was  never 
heard  of  again,  and  the  third,  from  whom 
our  subject  descends,  made  a settlement 
in  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 

Sylvester  Hart,  father  of  Flavins  A., 
was  born,  in  1806,  in  Vermont,  the  eldest  | 
son  of  George  Hart,  and  came  to  Lorain  j 
county,  Ohio,  in  1832,  settling  in  Carlisle 
township,  where  he  carried  on  farming  ; 


operations.  He  died  in  1874,  a stanch  Re- 
publican, having  originally  been  an  Old- 
line  Whior.  He  married  Miss  Relief 

O 

Baldwin,  also  a native  of  Vermont,  born 
in  1806,  and  died  in  1892.  They  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  of  whom  Flavius 
A.  is  the  youngest. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  December  2, 1849. 
When  six  years  old  he  came  to  Oberlin, 
where  he  received  his  education,  first  at- 
tending thepublic  schools  and  then  Oberlin 
College.  For  a time  he  read  law  in  that 
town,  in  order  the  more  thoroughly  to 
qualify  himself  for  business,  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  which 
he  followed  till  some  sixteen  years  since, 
and  he  still  owns  a farm  in  the  township. 
On  giving  up  agricultural  pursuits  he 
opened  out  a furniture  factory  in  Oberlin, 
and  also  a store  for  sale  of  the  products. 
The  factory  he  carried  on  three  years, 
since  when  he  has  confined  himself  to  the 
retail  business  and  undertaking.  He  car- 
ries a large  stock  of  furniture,  and  enjoys 
a wide  business  connection. 

In  1877  Mr.  Hart  was  married  in 
Oberlin  to  Miss  Olive  A.  Crain,  who 
was  born  in  Florence  township,  Erie 
Co.,  Ohio,  to  which  union  three  children 
have  been  born:  Burton  S.,  Merton  S.  and 
Eugene  A.  In  politics  our  subject  has 
been  an  ardent  Democrat  ever  since  he 
first  exercised  his  franchise  at  the  ballot, 
and  has  twice  been  Democratic  candidate 
for  county  treasurer,  also  Democrat  candi- 
date for  mayor  of  Oberlin.  On  December 
20,  1893,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Oberlin  by  President  Cleveland;  confirmed 
by  Senate  January  9, 1894,  and  commenced 
his  duties  as  postmaster  February  1.  1894. 
He  is  past  master  in  the  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
and  past  noble  grand  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
is  a member  of  the  Oberlin  Society  which 
governs  the  Congregational  Church. 

Zerubable  Hart,  paternal  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a 
native  of  Lynn,  Mass.  He  owned  the  best 
yoke  of  oxen  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bos- 
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ton,  and  prior  to  the  battle  of  Bunker  Ilill 
he  hauled  hogsheads  ot‘  sand  up  that  and 
Breed’s  Ilill  tor  the  making  of  military 
breastworks;  his  brother,  John  Ilart,  was 
one  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration,  of 

i i 

Independence;  their  father,  Jonathan  Hart, 
was  captain  of  a privateer,  and  was  captured 
on  the  Mediterranean  Sea  by  the  Moors. 
He  had  to  work  as  a slave  in  the  mines  of 
Africa  for  nine  long  years  without  ever 
seeing  the  light  of  the  sun;  but  one  .day 
he  and  two  other  prisoners  succeeded  in 
escaping  by  first  killing  the  overseer  with 
their  picks,  and  another  man  with  the  guard’s 
gun.  Having  now  regained  their  liberty, 
they  put  to  sea  in  an  open  boat,  and  were 
picked  up  by  a Portuguese  vessel,  and  ulti- 
mately reached  their  respective  homes. 


FJRANK  A.  COATES.  Among  the 
more  intelligent  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Henrietta  town-  j 
ship,  this  gentleman  must  certainly 
be  classed. 

He  is  a son  of  Stephen  Coates,  who  was  | 
born  in  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  in  1812,  and 
was  there  reared  to  manhood.  His  school 
advantages  were  much  limited,  and  his 
education,  therefore,  consisted  of  but  the 
common  branches.  During  his  youth  he 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemakino-.  In  1845 
he  migrated  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  Sub- 
sequently he  married  Caroline  Bodfish,  a 
daughter  of  .Nathan  Bodfish  and  a native 
of  Vermont,  to  which  union  were  born  six 
children,  as  follows:  Delia,  Janet,  Au- 

gusta, Frank  A.,  Caroll  and  Herbert,  of 
whom  there  are  living,  Augusta,  now  the 
wife  of  M.  William  Thomas,  of  Oberlin; 
Herbert,  a farmer  of  Huntington,  Lorain 
county;  Caroll,  the  well-known  landlord 
of  a popular  hotel  in  Sullivan,  Ohio,  and 
Frank  A.  Upon  ttie  location  of  the  family 
in  their  new  home  in  Ohio,  the  father 
found  employment  at  his  trade,  and  by 
careful  management  and  observance  of 
rigid  economy,  he  was  enabled  to  save  a 


portion  of  his  earnings.  After  a few  years 
lie  purchased  a smail  plat  of  land,  which 
he  cultivated,  and  worked  at  his  trade. 
This  bit  of  land  he  subsequently  sold,  and 
bought  200  acres  which  lie  divided  equally 
between  the  four  children  at  the  time  of 
his  removal  to  Oberlin.  II is  career  was 
in  every  respect  eminently  successful,  and 
at  his  death  he  was  possessor  of  more  than 
200  acres,  the  clearing  of  which  was  nearly 
all  his  own  handiwork.  Some  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  purchased  a large  farm  in 
Henrietta  township,  upon  which  he  resided 
for  a number  of  years,  keeping  a dairy, 

: cutting  timber,  etc.  lie  then  removed  to 
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Oberlin,  where  he  departed  this  life  in 
March,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  tilled  the 
ollice  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  Henrietta 
township.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to 
the  grave  in  1887;  she  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

Frank  A.  Coates,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Ohio, 
March  4.  184G,  and  was  there  reared, 
accompanying  his  father  to  his  various 
locations  as  above  recorded.  He  was  the 
recipient  of  a superior  education,  having 
at  one  time  attended  Oberlin  College.  In 
1807  he  married  Miss  Mira  Thomas, 
daughter  of  William  Thomas,  Sr.,  who 

CD  t 

died  in  Vermont;  his  widow  came  to  Ohio 
in  1855.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have 
been  born  the  following  children:  Nellie, 

Carrie  (Mrs.  Cor.  Courier),  Jennie  ('Mrs. 
Arthur  Court),  Lizzy  and  Harold.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  our  subject  was  the  pos- 
sessor of  fifty  acres  of  land,  bequeathed  to 
him  by  his  father,  upon  which  he  erected 
buildings,  and  added  all  improvements; 
his  handsome  brick  residence  was  erected 
in  1877.  Mr.  Coates’  children  have  all  re- 
ceived exceptional  educations,  Mrs.  Courier 
(nee  Carrie)  being  a graduate  of  Oberlin 
Conservatory  of  Music. 

Politically  Mr.  Coates  is  a Prohibition- 
ist, and  is  now  occupying  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a prominent 
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member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  When 
but  a boy  of  fifteen  years  he  suffered  an 
illness  which  left  him  a cripple  for  life, 
jet  despite  this  physical  disadvantage  his 
success  has  been  indeed  marked.  Ho  suc- 
cessfully cultivates  his  farm  of  seventy- 
nine  acres,  and  devotes  much  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  small  fruits. 

Mrs.  Coates  and  her  daughters  are  justly 
popular  ladies  in  their  community,  and 
their  many  excellent  qualities  are  highly 
appreciated  by  their  large  circle  of  friends. 


FJ  W.  EOCKWOOD,  a prosperous, 
intelligent  farmer  of  La  Grange 
township,  is  a native  of  the  “Em- 
pire State,”  born  January  18,  1817, 
in  Champion,  Jefferson  county. 

His  father,  David  Eockwood,  was  born 
in  1777  in  Hew  Hampshire,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life.  When  a young  man  he  came 
with  some  of  his  older  half-brothers  to 
Cherry  Valley,  X.  Y.,  and  as  they  kept 
“ bachelors’  hall”  he  was  their  cook.  In 
later  years  their  parents  came  to  Hew  York 
State,  also  locating  in  Cherry  Valley, 
and  David  and  his  half-brother,  William, 
moved  into  Jefferson  county,  H.  Y.,  and 
bought  land.  Here  David  Eockwood  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eu by  Eounds, 
a native  of  Westchester  county,  H.  Y., 
and  while  living  in  Hew  York  State  they 
had  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.: 
Henry,  of  Elyria;  Benjamin  S.,  wTho  went 
west  years  ago,  and  has  never  since  been 
heard  from;  Emeline,  widow  of  David 
Gott;  F.  W.,  subject  proper  of  this  sketch; 
Giles  C.,  of  Wood  county,  Ohio;  David 
P.,  of  La  Grange  Center;  and  Almon  A., 
of  California.  Another  child,  Pauline, 
now  the  widow  of  Hiram  Buswell,  was 
born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Eock- 
wood was  a well-to-do  farmer  in  Hew 
York,  and  traded  his  farm  there  for  000 
acres  in  La  Grange  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  for  which  place  he  set  out  in  June, 


1826,  driving  a team  of  horses.  Five 
sons  and  the  daughter  came  with  the  par- 
ents, the  other  son  traveling  bv  the  water 
route  with  the  household  goods.  Asal 
Eockwood,  a brother  of  David,  came  at 
the  same  time.  The  journey  from  HewT 
York  occupied  ten  days,  and  they  came 
via  Cleveland,  where  at  that  time  there 
was  no  bridge  across  the  Cuyahoga  river, 
and  where  he  was  offered  land — now 
the  site  of  the  Public  Square — at  four 
dollars  an  acre,  or  land  on  the  west 
side  of  the  city  at  twenty  shillings  an 
acre.  However,  they  pushed  on  to  Ely- 
ria, and  thence  to  La  Porte,  where  the 
family  remained  while  the  father  went 
out  to  look  over  the  land  he  had  bargained 
for  at  LaGrange.  Upon  seeing  this  he  was 
so  disappointed  that  he  concluded  to  re- 
turn to  Cleveland,  and  invest  in  land  there, 
but  was  dissuaded  from  this  by  Belden, 
Ingersol  and  Mennels,  three  of  the  leading 
men  in  Grafton  township,  who  induced  him 
to  remain  in  LaGrange  in  order  to  more 
thoroughly  settle  up  the  country.  He  re- 
mained on  the  600-acre  farm,  a portion  of 
which  he  traded  to  Hathau  Clark  for  a like 
amount  in  Lot  Ho.  49,  and  built  thereon  a 
a rude  house  of  logs,  covered  with  elm- 
bark,  into  which  he  moved.  This  was 
shortly  afterward  supplanted  by  a better 
one.  Mrs.  Eockwood  died  and  was  buried 
in  LaGrange  township,  and  he  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  Polly  Graves,  who  bore 
him  five  children,  all  of  whom  died  young. 
He  was  always  a farmer,  and  after  moving 
on  his  farm  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
LaGrange  township,  sold  some  of  it,  giving 
it  out  for  work  on  other  parts  of  the  tract. 
He  was  stirring  and  energetic,  and  was 
active  up  to  the  age  of  sixty-five,  when  he 
retired.  His  death,  which  occurred  in 
1877,  when  he  was  one  hundred  years  and 
one  month  old,  was  the  result  of  old  age. 
In  politics  he  was  originally  a Whig,  later 
a Democrat,  and  in  religious  connection 
he  was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

F.  W.  Eockwood  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  boyhood  days, 
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when  eleven  years  old  coming  to  Ohio, 
where  lie  also  attended  the  schools,  which 
were  held  in  loo-  buildings.  From  early  boy- 
hood  he  was  reared  to  farm  life,  doing  any 
work  he  could  about  the  place,  and  when 
fifteen  years  old  went  to  learn  the  trade  of 
cabinet  maker  under  his  brother  Henry,  in 
LaGrange,  remaining  there  five  years,  and 
then  working  as  a carpenter  and  joiner. 
On  October  27,  1840,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Clarissa  Wack,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1821,  in  Danby,  Yt.,  daughter  of 
Frederick  W.  and  Hannah  (Loomis)  Wack, 
natives  of  Connecticut,  who  came  to  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  in  1834,  locating  in  Car- 
lisle  township.  After  his  marriage  he 
moved  into  Oberlin,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  three  years,  and  then  came  to  his 
present  farm,  where  he  himself  erected  a 
house,  and  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
has  two  children,  namely:  Edgar  D.  and 
William  W.  For  the  last  twenty  years  he 
has  given  up  his  trade,  but  previous  to 
that  time  did  much  of  the  building  in  his 
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section.  lie  now  owns  4G0  acres  of  land, 
situated  in  various  parts  of  the  country — 
Ohio,  Iowa  and  South  Dakota;  his  farm 
in  Ohio  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  Lo- 
rain county,  as  it  contains  an  exceedingly 
good  deposit  of  building  stone.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  been 
a party  leader  in  his  section.  He  has  a very 
pleasant  home,  rendered  doubly  attractive 
by  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Rockwood,  who  is 
a most  estimable,  kind-hearted  lady.  Mr. 
Rockwood  keeps  himself  well  informed  on 
the  leading  questions  of  the  day,  both  by 
reading  and  ol^ervation. 


II.  MUMFOIID,  a prominent,  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Russia  town- 
ship, was  born  in  1840  in  Darling- 
■J)  ton  county,  South  Carolina. 

In  July,  1857,  he  left  his  native 
State,  and  he  has  since  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 
He  attended  the  Union  schools  at  Oberlin, 


and  for  some  time  thereafter  followed  the 
trades  of  painting  and  paper  hanging.  In 
1862  lie  enlisted  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Mass- 
achusetts Infantry,  and  in  1864  reenlisted, 
this  time  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred 
and  Seventy-eighth  O.  Y.  I.,  for  one  year  or 
during  the  war,  being  assigned  to  the  army 
of  the  Cumberland.  He  participated  in 
the  engagements  at  Nashville  (Tenn.)  and 
Kingston  (N.  C.),  and  was  also  in  many 
j skirmishes.  In  1865  he  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  and 
returned  to  Oberlin,  where  he  has  since 
continuously  resided. 

Mr.  Mumford  was  married  at  Oberlin, 
Octobers,  1865,  to  Miss  Evelene  Oswalt, 

I and  they  have  had  three  children,  namely: 

' AVTlliam  D.,  Sumpter  Marion  and  Zula. 

I In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mumford 
are  both  members  of  the  First  Congremi- 
tional  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican, deeply  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  his  party,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of 
i township  trustee  for  the  past  seventeen 
years,  having  been  first  elected  in  1876. 
Mr.  Mumford  takes  an  active  part  in  every 
I project  tending  toward  the  improvement 
J and  advancement  of  the  interests  of  Lorain 
I count}-.  He  is  a member  of  Henry  Lincoln 
Rost  No.  564,  G.  A.  R. 


J JACOB  LAW,  a leading  and  successful 
j agriculturist  of  Grafton  township,  is 

l a German  by  birth,  having  first  seen 

the  light  of  day  November  17,  1823, 
in  Wittenberg,  Prussia. 

Lie  is  a son  of  Mathias  Law,  a shepherd 
in  the  Fatherland,  who  married  Mary 
Metzger,  by  whom  there  was  one  child,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  young  mother 
was  called  from  earth  when  Jacob  was  but 
a child,  and  the  father  afterward  married 
j Margaret  Eitchley.  Deciding  to  seek  a 
I new  home  in  the  Western  World,  the  fam- 
| ily,  at  that  time  consisting  of  our  subject 
! and  his  father  and  stepmother,  in  1834  set 
j out  from  Wittenberg  for  the  port  of 
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Bremen,  a journey  of  fourteen  days,  and 
there  on  April  1,  same  year,  set  sail  on  a 
“ full-rigged  ship  ” for  the  shores  of  Amer- 
ica. After  a vovao-e  of  about  forty- three 
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days  they  landed  at  Hew  York,  whence 
they  proceeded  westward  by  the  Hudson 
river  and  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  from  there 
sailing  on  Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland,  re- 
maining; in  that  town  one  week.  Mr.  Law 
there  bought,  for  four  dollars  per  acre, 
thirty-two  acres  of  unbroken  land  in 
Liverpool  township,  Medina  county,  with- 
out a house  or  cabin  of  any  kind  on  it,  but 
with  some  five  hundred  feet  of  lumber  and 
three  cut  forked  sticks  he  soon  erected  a 
rude  shanty  under  the  branches  of  a noble 
beech  tree,  where  the  little  family  made 
their  home  from  June  18  to  October,  same 
year,  by  which  time  a commodious  and 
substantial  log  house  was  erected.  Mr. 
Law  had  but  a small  capital  to  start  on — 
one  hundred  dollars — and  many  difficul- 
ties to  contend  against  in  clearing  the  land. 
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not  the  least  of  which  was  the  continual 
encroachments  of  wild  animals  on  his  lit- 
tle domain.  In  the  fall  of  1834  he  sowed 
his  first  wheat,  which  was  harvested  the 
following  year,  and  the  prospects  after 
1836  (which  was  a bad  year  for  farmers) 
began  to  brighten.  In  1842  the  loo-  house 
gave  place  to  a frame  one,  and  to  the  farm 
fifty  acres  were  added,  lying  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  lot  Ho.  70,  Grafton  township. 
In  1877  this  honored  pioneer  passed  from 
earth  after  a brief  illness,  his  wife  in  Feffi 
ruary,  1889.  and  they  lie  buried  in  Liver- 
pool cemetery,  Medina  county. 

Jacob  Law,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  as  will  be  seen  was  ten  years  old 
when  he  came  to  America,  so  had  at- 
tended school  for  some  four  years  i.n  his 
native  land;  after  his  arrival  in  Lorain 
county  he  had  the  benefit  of  such  English  1 
education  as  the  then  primitive  schools  af- 
forded. His  early  youth  was  passed  in 
hard  work  on  his  father's  farm,  and  when 
but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  worked  on  a 
canal  at  Coshocton,  Ohio,  all  his  earnings 
being  given  his  father;  he  also  labored  on 


other  canals.  After  his  marriage,  which 
will  be  spoken  of  presently,  his  father  gave 
him  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Grafton  town- 
ship, where  he  resided  up  to  1863,  in 
which  year  lie  came  to  his  present  farm  in 
the  same  township.  At  one  time  he  owned 
468  acres,  but  having  given  much  of  it  to 
his  children,  has  now  215  acres. 

On  June  13,  1848,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Agnes  Laundenberger,  also  a native 
of  Wittenberg,  Germany,  born  August  20, 
1830,  daughter  of  Thomas  Laundenber- 
ger, who  came  from  Bremen  to  the  United 
States  in  1833,  arriving  in  Hew  York  af- 
ter  a lengthy  passage  of  ninety-one  days. 
From  there  he  proceeded  westward  to 
Canton,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  as  well 
as  farming.  Later  he  came  to  Liverpool 
township,  Medina  county,  where  Mr.  Law 
met  his  daughter  Agnes  for  the  first  time. 
The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  wife 
were  as  follows:  John,  a farmer;  Mary, 

Airs.  Henry  Wise;  Henry,  a farmer; 
Catherine,  Mrs.  Louis  Wise;  Carrie,  de- 
ceased; Auo-nst,  a harness  maker,  of 
Erhert,  Ohio;  Jacob,  a farmer;  Louisa, 
deceased;  William,  a farmer;  and  Joseph, 
residing  at  home.  Politically  Mr.  Law  is 
a Democrat,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  has  held 
office  some  years.  He  and  his  esteemed 
wife  are  highly  respected  in  the  commun- 
ity in  which  they  live,  and  he  is  recognized 
as  a leader  among  the  sturdy  and  prosper- 
ous yeomen  of  Lorain  county. 


VETER  SCHULLER,  one  of  the  pro- 

V gressive  agriculturists  of  Sheffield 
0,0 

township,  is  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  born  May  17,  1853,  in 
Sheffield  township. 

Matthias  Schuller,  his  father,  who  was  a 
German  by  birth,  was  married  in  his  na- 
tive land  to  Miss  Katherine  Klein,  and  two 
of  their  children  were  born  there.  Coming 
to  the  United  States,  the  family  settled  on 
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a farm  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  1871  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years,  the  mother  on 
March'  4,  1885,  aged  seventy-two.  They 
were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  Schuller  was  a Democrat. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living,  viz.:  Michael, 
born  in  Germany,  now  living  in  Sheffield 
township,  and  Peter. 

The  subject  of  onr  sketch  received  his 
education  at  the  public  and'  parochial 
schools  of  his  native  township,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1880 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mag- 
gie Ivelling,  and  to  them  seven  children 
were  born,  as  follows:  George,  ITenry, 

John,  Matthias,  Minnie,  Frank  and  Julia. 
Mr.  Schuller  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics  as  emphasized  in  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  platform  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  a member  of  the  school 
board;  was  also  for  some  live  or  six  years 
road  supervisor,  lie  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Owner  of  a good  farm 
of  eighty-six  acres,  Mr.  Schuller  does  a 
successful  general  agricultural  business. 

2D  O 


H.  WEBBER,  prosecuting  attorney 
for  Lorain  county  for  six  years  (his 
i\  term  ending  January  2,  189-1),  is 
a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Hinckley, 
Medina  county,  January  21,  1852, 
of  old  English  stock,  his  great-grandfather 
and  family  having  been  immigrants  from 
the  mother  country  to  the  New  England 
States  many  years  ago.  His  grandfather, 
Richard  Webber,  was  a pioneer  of  Hinck- 
ley, and  a man  of  great  worth,  a preacher 
of  rare  gifts  and  power,  wielding  great 
influence  in  his  community. 

George  E.  Webber,  father  of  subject, 
was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  a son  of 


Richard  Webber,  and  a molder  by  trade. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  moved  westward 
to  Ohio,  with  his  father,  locating  in 
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Hinckley,  in  Medina  county,  where  he 
aided  in  clearing  the  forest  to  make  way 
for  farms,  and  cutting  out  the  public  high- 
ways. When  eighteen  years  old  lie  re- 
turned to  Massachusetts  and  learned  the 
trade  of  molder,  which  having  completed 
he  again  came  to  Medina  county,  and 
started  a foundry  in  the  town  of  Hinckley, 
operating  same  for  twenty  years.  After 
this  he  farmed  for  six  years,  owing  to 
poor  health,  and  then  moved  into  the  town 
of  Medina,  where  he  opened  out  the  pres- 
ent Hollow-ware  foundry,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  iron  hollow-ware,  which  now 
employs  sixty-live  men.  lie  is  a man  of 
great  push  and  force  of  character,  and  ex- 
tensive reading.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
l Jane  Woodruff,  a native  of  New  York, 

I who  taught  school  for  many  years  in 
! Hinckley,  and  was  ever  known  for  her 
| sweet  disposition  and  deeds  of  charity  and 
| kindness.  They  had  a family  as  follows: 
i Julius  F.  Webber,  A.  R.  Webber,  Julia 
I Walker.  Lana  Webber,  H.  B.  Webber  and 
; John  Webber.  Julius  and  Lana  are  dead ; 
John  and  Julia  reside  in  Medina;  II.  B.  is 
an  able  attorney  in  Canton,  Ohio. 

A.  R.  Webber  received  his  education  at 
the  schools  of  Ids  native  town,  and  at 
Baldwin  University,  Berea.  Ohio.  He  then 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Lewis,  Medina,  Ohio:  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1876,  and  at  once 
opened  a law’  office  in  Elyria,  Lorain  coun- 
: ty,  in  partnership  with  a Mr.  C.  II.  Brint- 
j nail,  which  copartnership  continued  for 
some  six  months,  when  it  was  dissolved. 
Mr.  Webber’s  next  partner  was  Mr.  C.  W. 
i Johnston,  at  one  time  prosecuting  attor- 
' ney,  and  this  copartnership  terminated  at 
i the  end  of  two  years,  the  next  partner 
| being  Hon.  George  P.  Metcalf,  for  some 
years  prosecuting  attorney  for  Lorain 
county.  Since  the  latter’s  death  in  1887. 
Mr.  Webber  conducted  the  business  of  his 
office  alone  till  two  years  ago,  when  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Lee  Stoup.  a 
young  man  who  read  law  in  his  office.  In 
1887  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the 


' 


a \3Cu\yW' 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


847 


position  of  prosecuting  attorney,  taking 
office  in  January,  1SSS.  Mr.  Webber  does 
a general  practice,  and  lias  a very  large 
clientage. 

A.  R.  Webber  and  Miss  Ida  C.  Finch 
were  united  in  marriage  May  17, 1875,  and 
two  children  have  come  to  brighten  their 
home:  Gilbert  G.  and  Lawrence  II.  Mrs. 
Webber  is  a lady  of  culture,  and  among 
the  foremost  in  works  of  charity  and  tem- 
perance in  her  city.  Our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  Ivnights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. lie  is  a stockholder  in  the  Savings 
Rank,  and  in  the  Republican  newspaper 
company.  He  enjoys  the  enviable  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  ablest  and 
best  informed  lawyers  in  Lorain  county;  is 
a close  student,  ever  keepino-  well  abreast 
of  the  times;  was  a strong  prosecutor  and 
is  an  able  jury  lawyer,  as  well  as  a reliable 
and  safe  counselor.  He  has  but  few  peers 
in  the  county,  and  certainly  no  superior. 


WjILLIAM  SHERMAN  POWELL 
was  born  July  28,  1833,  in  Char- 
lotte, Chittenden  Co.,  Vt.,  in 
which  State  his  parents  were 
also  born. 

Calvin  Powell,  father  of  William  S.,was 
born  August  19,  1799.  On  January  6, 
1819.  he  was  married  in  Charlotte,  Vt.,  to 
Maria  Gray,  who  was  born  September  29, 
1801.  In  Charlotte  they  resided  until 
1838,  when  they  sold  out  and  came  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  with  their  family. 
The  journey  from  Vermont,  a distance  of 
seven  hundred  miles,  was  made  in  a covered 
wagon  with  four  horses  attached,  the  trip 
taking  four  weeks.  Here  they  purchased 
131  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land.  Mr. 
Powell  by  hard  labor  and  perseverance 
cleared  up  the  entire  farm,  and  he  resided 
there  until  his  death.  The  children  born 
to  Mr.  and.  Mrs.  Calvin  Powell  were  as 
follows:  Alma  M.,  born  February  27, 


1821,  died  March  3,  1880  (wife  of  J.  W. 
Rockwell);  Henry  Sherman,  born  July  25, 
1823,  died  April  25,  1888;  Harriet,  b*)rn 
September  20,  1826,  died  May  1,  1893 
(wife  of  C.  J.  Case);  Polly  Ann,  born  No- 
vember 10,  1828  (Mrs.  William  Rockwell, 
residing  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.);  Elvira,  born 
May  9,  1831,  died  June  14,  1890  (wife  of 
Albert  Eldred);  William  S.,  subject  of 
sketch;  Lorenzo  C.,  born  June  23,  1837, 
a resident  of  Frankfort,  Ivans.;  Amelia, 
born  August  12,  1839  (Mrs.  George  Hub- 
bard, of  Decatur,  Midi.);  and  Mary,  born 
October  9,  1842  (Mrs.  M-.  Tu scott,  of  La- 
nark, 111.).  Calvin  Powell  was  a man  of 
prominence,  and  held  various  township 
offices.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Elyria,  a constant  attendant  and 
earnest  supporter.  He  died  January  26, 
1860.  Mi’s.  Powell  was  also  a faithful 
member  of  the  same  church.  Her  death 
occurred  August  17,  1883,  at  the  home  of 
her  youngest  daughter,  in  Lanark,  Illinois. 

IV.  S.  Powell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
spent  his  earlv  life  in  Amherst  township, 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools,  first 
in  the  log  schoolhouse,  afterward  at  the 
select  schools,  where  he  obtained  a practi- 
cal education.  He  remained  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty- two  years  of  age.  He  then,  in 
1856,  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
live  months,  and  then  returned  to  Ohio, 
where  he  lias  since  resided.  On  Novem- 
ber 25,  1856,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Betsey  M.  Bender,  daughter  of  Peter 
Bender,  a resident  of  Elvria.  After  his 
marriage  he  remained  on  the  home  farm 
two  years,  then  rented  a farm  on  Lake 
Avenue,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
When  his  father  died  he  again  rented  the 
home  farm,  which  he  carried  on  two  years, 
lie  then  purchased  a farm  in  the  southwest 
part  of  Amherst  township,  and  here  re- 
sided four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  sold,  and  bomdit  a farm  of  one  hundred 
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acres  three  miles  north  of  Oberlin,  where 
he  lived  eight  years,  in  the  meantime 
adding  fifty-two  acres  of  land.  He  then 
sold,  and  removed  to  his  present  farm,' 
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which  contains  about  150  acres,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Lorain 
coujity,  sixty- two  acres  being  in  the  cor- 
poration of  Elyria. 

His  children  were  as  follows:  Ella  M., 
born  June  18,  1861,  died  June  2.  1863; 
Orpha  E.,  born  October  10,  1864,  married 
March  17,  1886.  to  John  Stang,  and  now 
living  in  Elyria  township  (they  have  one 
child,  Herbert  Ralph,  born  J une  15, 1890); 
Elnora  T.,  born  November  12,  1866,  mar- 
ried March  17,  1891,  to  M.  B.  Sonnels, 
who  holds  a position  as  locomotive  en- 
gineer on  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  and  they  reside  in 
Elyria;  Mary  May,  born  November  20, 
1871;  Edwin  Sherman,  born  August  21, 
1873;  and  Arthur  William,  born  Septem- 
ber 7,  1878. 

Mr.  Powell  is  a self-made  man,  having 
made  his  own  financial  success.  He  is 
now  carrying  on  his  farm,  and  although 
sixty  years  of  age  is  vigorous  and  active. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  prominent  in 
all  public  affairs  relating  to  both  the  town- 
ship and  county  of  his  residence.  He  has 
always  been  a pronounced  Democrat  of  the 
Jacksonian  school,  ready  at  all  times  to 
express  his-  opinions,  but  at  the  same  time 
disposed  to  be  charitable  to  his  opponents. 
Equipped  by  nature  with  strong  intel- 
lectual endowments  and  rugged  physical 
powers,  possessing  a sterling  honesty 
which  characterizes  his  conduct  in  all  the 
offices  of  life,  he  has  won  a high  place  in 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen. 


J(  P.  BYRD  is  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous and  substantial  agriculturists 
/ of  Brownhelm  township,  whither  he 
had  come  in  1866.  He  was  born 
in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  in  1S33,  a son  of  John 
and  Susan  (Page)  Byrd,  natives  of  Eng- 
land and  France,  respectively,  in  which 
latter  country  they  were  married. 

In  an  early  day  they  immigrated  to 
Richmond,  Va.,  thence  moving  to  near 


Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  John.  Byrd  was  a 
planter,  and  where  lie  died  in  1840,  as  did 
also  his  wife  some  years  later,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  Grandfather  Page  was 
a native  of  France,  and  coming  to  this 
country  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
under  LaFayette;  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a senator  from  Albemarle  county, 
Va.,  of  which  State  he  was  a pioneer. 

J.  P.  Byrd,  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
received  his  education  at  the  public  schools 
of  the  vicinity  of  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and 
'learned  the  trade  of  merchant  tailor.  When 
a young  man  he  came  north,  and  in  1862 
located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whence  in 
1866  he  came  to  Lorain  county,  as  already 
recorded,  and  after  marriage  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Brownhelm  township,  which  now 
comprises  1114  acres  of  land,  where  he 
carries  on  general  agriculture,  including 
the  breeding  of  hioR-grade  Shorthorn 
cattle.  He  has  an  excellent  stone  resi- 
dence, two  stories  hicrh,  28  x 30  feet. 

In  1865  Mr.  Byrd  was  married  in  Ely- 
ria to  M iss  D.  E.  Cable,  a native  of  Brown- 
helm, Ohio,  daughter  of  O.  A.  and 
j Caroline  (Peck)  Cable,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  born  in  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  and  came 
to  Ohio  with  her  parents  when  she  was 
eight  years  old.  Stephen  Cable,  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Byrd,  was  a native  of  Ver- 
mont. whence  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Cleveland,  from  there  coming  to  Lorain 
county,  settling  in  Ridgeville  township  in 
1811.  O.  A.  Cable,  his  son  (Mrs.  Byrd’s 
father),  was  born  in  1813,  in  Ridgeville,  and 
was  the  first  white  male  child  born  in  the 
county  of  Lorain.  He  was  about  one  year 
old  when  his  father  moved  to  Amherst, 
where  he  lived  about  three  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Henrietta  township,  where 
j Stephen  Cable  died  when  O.  A.  was 
j about  eight  years  old.  The  latter  died  in 
j Brownhelm  in  1879;  his  wife,  Caroline  P. 
i Cable,  died  in  the  same  township  in  1887. 
Mrs.  Byrd’s  grandfather,  Elisha  F.  Peck, 
came  to  Brownhelm  in  1817,  and  took  up 
4S0  acres  of  land — three  quarter  sections. 
He  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
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Berlin.  Ilis  orandfather  came  from  Eng- 
land.  Airs.  Byrd  was  educated  in  Ober- 
lin,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1801; 
later  she  taught  school  in  Pittsfield  and 
LaGrange  townships,  Lorain  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Byrd  were  born 
three  children,  as  follows:  Nina  P.,  now 
wife  of  Harry  E.  Sage,  of  Brownhelm 
township;  Leon  F.  and  John  O.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  is  a Republican,  but 
in  municipal  matters  he  invariably  votes 
for  the  best  man,  irrespective  of  party 
principle. 


DE  GRASSE  and  HARRIET 
j THOMAS.  The  Thomases  were 
/'  of  old  New  England  stock.  De- 
Grasse  Thomas  was  the  oldest  child 
of  Edmond  and  Asenath  Thomas,  and  of  a 
family  of  six — two  boys,  De  Grasse  and 
Orrin,  and  four  girls,  Mannett,  Jeanett, 
Julia  M.  and  Jane. 

Edmond  Thomas  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Rutland,  Yt.,  one  of  a large  family 
born  to  "Wesson  and  Patience  (Hall)  Thom- 
as, who. came  to  Vermont  from  Massachu- 
setts. AY  esson  Thomas  was  a soldier  and 
pensioner  of  the  Revolution.  Originally 
the  Thomases  came  to  Massachusetts  from 
AVales.  AYhen  Edmond  was  about  twelve 
years  of  age  his  father  moved  to  the  town 
of  Adams,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  where  he  married 
Asenath  Crapo,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Crapo,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  of  an 
old  and  honorable  family  in  the  old  Com- 
monwealth, originally  from  France.  In 
1835  Edmond  moved  his  family,  then  con- 
sisting of  wife  and  live  children,  to  Ohio, 
coming  by  lake  from  Sacket’s  Harbor  to 
Genesee,  thence  on  a primitive  railroad, 
where  the  cars  were  drawn  by  horses,  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.;  from  there  to  Buffalo 
by  the  Erie  Canal,  and  by  steamer  to 
Cleveland,  from  that  point  to  Pittsfield  by 
wagon.  Settling  in  that  township,  a farm 
was  cleared  out  of  the  woods,  and  after 
nine  years  the  family  moved  to  the  western 


part  of  Rochester  township,  where  another 
farm  was  hewn  from  the  forests,  which 
then  covered  all  that  country  in  every 
direction  except  only  where  farms  were 
being  cut  out.  here  and  there.  Here  the 
two  sons  took  laud  for  themselves,  cleared 
them  up,  and  day  by  day,  year  by  year, 
have  grown  old  together  with  the  neigh- 
borhood their  work  has  done  so  much  to 
redeem  from  the  forest.  Here  the  good 

O 

old  mother  was  found  on  May  18,  1877, 
by  the  silent  Reaper,  in  the  eighty-first 
year  of  her  age,  and  here  the  father  lingered 
until  January  19,  1889,  passing  away  in 
his  ninety-second  year;  he  was  a soldier 
and  pensioner  of  the  war  of  1812. 

Harriet  Thomas,  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Sarah  Rancher,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Mend  on,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  A .,  Septem- 
ber 21,  1822,  one  of  a family  of  thirteen 
children.  John  Fancher,  tire  father  of 
James,  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
and  married  a niece  of  Gen.  Daniel  Schuy- 
ler; they  lived  in  the  township  of  Florida, 
near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  James  was  born 
and  where  he  married  Sarah  Doty,  of  Spen- 
cer township,  whose  father  was  also  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  Dutch 
descent.  AYhen  Harriet  was  nine  years 
old  the  mother  left  Alendon  for  Ohio,  to 
join  her  husband,  who  had  preceded  her. 
She  traveled  with  the  children  from  Pitts- 
ford  to  Buffalo  by  canal,  then  on  Lake 
Erie  by  steamer  to  Huron,  Erie  county, 
where  the  father  met  them  and  took  them 
to  a temporary  home  in  New  London, 
Huron  county,  whence  they  soon  moved 
to  the  neighborhood  known  as  East  Creek, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  where 
other  children  were  born  to  them.  Here 
the  final  summons  found  the  father  in  the 
eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  James 
Fancher  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812 
and  a pensioner.  At  the  old  home  in 
Alendon  they  were  near  neighbors  of 
Eber  Kimball,  Joseph  Smith  and  Brigham 
Young.  Before  her  seventeenth  year  Har- 
riet married  Gustavus  Noble,  to  whom  she 

bore  five  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
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maturity:  Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of  George 
Chadwick,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  a 
son,  Frank;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Ho- 
mer E.  Barrett,  to  whom  lias  been  born 
one  child , Earl;  Perry  A.,  who  married 
Ella  J.  Mann,  daughter  of  Bradley  Mann, 
of  Rochester,  and  whose  family  consists 

of  three  o-irls,  Grace,  Bertha  and  Mary, 
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and  two  sons,  Wayne  and  Perry  Allen; 

and  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  ot  Wilbur 

W.  Hall,  and  who  after  a few  brief  years 

passed  on  to  another  world,  leaving,  to 

mourn  the  loss  of  a sweet  mother,  two 

children — Clayton  G.  and  Kate. 

Harriet  Eancher  Isoble  married  De- 
Grasse  Thomas,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born  three  children,  two  of  whom  grew  t.o 
maturity:  Alma  M.,  wife  of  Walter  D. 
Hall,  to  whom  have  come  two  children — 
Ethel  and  Ford;  and  Fred  Fancher,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows. 


RED  F.  THOMAS,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  son  of  De  Grasse  and  Har- 
riet  Thomas,  was  born  Sunday,  May 
29,  1859,  on  the  homestead  farm  in 
Rochester  township,  Lorain  county.  He 
attended  the  school  of  his  district  until 
his  fourteenth  year;  then  the  graded  ! 
school  at  Rochester  until  the  fall  of  1876, 
when  he  entered  the  Wellington  Flight 
School.  The  superintendent  was  AY.  R. 
W ean,  a strict  disciplinarian  and  excellent  j 
instructor;  the  principal  was  Mrs.  Wean, 
a lovely  lady  and  good  teacher,  to  whom  it 
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was  a delight  to  recite,  and  whose  memory 
is  cherished.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  term  of  1877  he  entered  the  Prepa- 
ratory Department  of  Oberlin  College, 
and  remained  in  that  institution  until  the 
spring  of  1879.  when  impaired  health  com- 
pelled him  to  suspend  for  a time  work  of 
that  kind.  After  a summer  spent  at  home 
on  the  farm,  he  entered,  in  the  fall  of  that 
year,  the  law  office  of  Georo-e  P.  Metcalf 
and  Amos  R.  Webber.  Here  the  time 
passed  swiftly  and  pleasantly  until  the 


winter  of  1881,  when  he  matriculated  at 
the  University  of  Michigan.  The  follow- 
ing fall  he  entered  the  class  of  1882  Law 
Department,  and,  carrying  the  work  of  two 
years  in  one,  graduated  with  the  class. 
On  the  organization  of  the  class  he  was 
elected  secretary,  and  on  graduation  was 
chose::  alternate  Alumni  Orator. 

Returning  to  Elyria,  he  opened  an  office 
in  the  old  Snearer  building,  where  Sharp's 
block  now  stands.  Here  he  remained, 
slowly  but  surely  gaining  business  until 
the  winter  of  1885,  when,  becoming  con- 
vinced that  there  were  superior  advantages 
for  getting  on  in  the  world  offered  young 
men  in  the  South,  he  moved  to  Monroe 
county,  Ark.,  and  engaged  in  cattle  ranch- 
ing  on  Grand  Prairie.  This  venture  not 
proving  a success,  in  November,  1887,  he 
accepted  the  position  of  attorney  for  the 
U.  S.  Antimony  Co.,  a mining  corporation 
composed  of  Philadelphia  capitalists.  Re- 
signing this  position  in  December,  1888, 
he  returned  to  the  prairie  country,  and 
after  several  months  opened  an  office  for 
the  practice  of  law  in  the  Fourth  Judicial 
District  of  Arkansas.  His  health  becom- 
ing impaired  on  account  of  malaria  so 
prevalent  in  that  climate,  he  determined 
to  move  back  to  Ohio  while  yet  there  was 
time  to  re-establish  himself  in  his  profes- 
sion at  his  old  home. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1893,  he 
opened  an  office  in  Elyria  for  the  second 
time,  and  was  happy  to  be  once  again 
among  such  people  as  compose  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Western  Reserve.  Entering 
the  contest  for  the  nomination  to  the  office 
of  prosecuting  attorney,  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  he  was,  after  a spirited  contest,  on 
the  third  day  of  June,  1893,  nominated  in 
what  up  to  that  time  was  the  largest  county 
convention  ever  held  in  Lorain  county,  re- 
ceiving on  the  seventh  ballot  153  votes  out 
of  a total  of  217,  and  the  nomination,  which 
on  motion  of  Charles  A.  Metcalf, his  strong- 
est opponent,  was  made  unanimous. 

Mr.  Thomas’  ancestors  were  of  old  N ew 
England  stock,  his  great-grandfathers 
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being  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  ' 
grandfathers  soldiers  and  pensioners  of  the 
war  of  1812.  Ke  is  a Republican  and 
Protectionist  of  the  most  pronounced  type, 
believing  America  should  so  shape  its  in- 
dustrial policy  as  to  afford  American  citi- 
zens the  opportunity  to  supply  American 
markets  with  American  manufactures,  and 
the  products  of  American  farms  at  Ameri- 
can prices.  He  is  not  a member  of  any 
church  or  sect,  reserving  to  himself,  as  he 
grants  to  all  others,  perfect  freedom  of 
belief.  He  is  a member  of  Wellington 

o 

Lodge  Xo.  127,  F.  &.  A.  M..  and  a char- 
ter member  of  Myrtle  Lodge  Xo.  61, 
K.  P.,  of  Stuttoart,  Arkansas. 

On  the  evening  of  October  28,  1885,  at 
the  family  home  in  Elyria,  Mr.  Thomas 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Fannie  E. 
Smith,  daughter  of  William  L.  Smith  and 
Frances  (Perry)  Smith,  the  latter  a daugh- 
ter of  Horatio  Perry,  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  the  Western  Reserve.  There  is 
one  child  from  this  marriage:  Mary  Smith 
Thomas,  born  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Rochester,  March  26,  1889.  Mrs.  ! 

Thomas  is  an  alumna  of  Lake  Erie  Semi- 
nary, graduating  with  the  class  of  1879,  : 
and  a member  of  Elyria’s  oldest  literary  j 
society — “ The  Fortnightly.” 


1815, 


EXRY  HOBART  HITCHCOCK 
was  born  in  Montville  township, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  December 
14,  1843,  a son  of  Daniel  B.  Hitch- 
cock, who  was  born  January  13, 
and  came  from  Oswego  county, 
X.  Y.,  to  Ohio  in  1836.  He  was  a wheel- 
wright and  chair  maker  by  trade,  which 
businesses  he  followed  after  coming  to 
Ohio.  He  settled  on  a farm  lie  had  bought 
about  five  miles  south  of  Medina,  and 
tilled  the  soil  in  connection  with  his  other 
vocations. 

Daniel  B.  Hitchcock  married  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Welton,  March  14,  1841,  and  the 


children  born  to  them  were  Henry  II.,  and 
Mary  (now  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Rosenbury,  of 
Kalamazoo  county,  Mich.).  The  father 
died  in  Montville,  Ohio,  in  IS 65,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  the  mother  in  Kalama- 
zoo county,  Mich.,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  and  they  are  buried  in 
Montville  township  cemetery.  They  were 
both  consistent  members  of  the  First 
Episcopal  Church  at  Medina,  where  they 
and  their  family  regularly  attended  wor- 
ship. In  politics  he  always  stood  with 
the  Republican  party. 

Henry  H.  Hitchcock,  ■whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  attended  the  school  in  the  dis- 
trict at  home  until  attaining  years  of  ma- 
turity,  when  he  finished  his  education  in 
the  Medina  schools.  He  was  reared  in 
agriculture,  and  after  finishing  school  ap- 
plied himself  to  its  pursuits.  On  August 
17,  1867,  lie  was  married  to  Eleanor  S. 
Breckenridge,  youngest  child  of  J ustin  and 
Elizabeth  K.  Breckenridge.  Eleanor  S. 
was  born  July  4,  1844,  in  Grafton  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  always  lived 
at  the  place  of  her  birth,  excepting  about 
two  and  one-half  years  she  spent  in  Mont- 
ville after  her  marriage. 

Justin  Breckenridge  was  born  in  Ben- 
nington, Vt.,  August  7,  1798.  In  early 
life  he  went  to  St.  Lawrence  county,  X.  Y., 
where  he  lived  until  the  spring  of  1841, 
when  he  moved  to  Pittsfield  township.  Lo- 
rain Co.,  Ohio;  in  July,  same  year,  he 
came  to  Grafton,  Lorain  Co  , Ohio.  On 
January  13.  1824,  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  K.  Pohlman,  of  St.  Lawrence 
county,  N.  Y.  Justin  Breckenridge  died 
January  30,  1874,  aged  seventy-five  years 
and  six  months;  Elizabeth  K.  Brecken- 
ridge died  March  17,  1872,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  They  are  buried  in  the  Xes- 
bitt  cemetery,  three-fourths  of  a mile  east 
of  their  former  home. 

To  Henry  II.  and  Eleanor  S.  Hitchcock 
have  been  born  four  sons,  viz.:  Clarence 
P.,  born  August  30,  1868,  in  Montville 
township,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio  (he  is  follow- 
ing insurance  as  a business);  Willis  X., 
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born  October  14,  1870;  Howard  II.,  born 
June  IS,  1874;  and  Dwight  B.,  born  April 
19,  1880.  After  their  marriage  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  located  in  Montville  town- 
ship, Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  farm 
formerly  owned  by  his  father,  and  which 
after  the  latter’s  decease  was  purchased  by 
said  Henry  II.  Hitchcock,  he  buying  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs.  Here  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hitchcock  made  their  home  un- 
til April  10,  1870,  at  which  time  they  lo- 
cated on  the  Breckenridge  homestead  at 
Grafton,  consisting  of  225  acres  where  they 
still  reside,  havino-  bought  the  farm  from 
Justin  Breckenridge.  In  the  year  1892 
were  added  twenty  acres  more  by  purchase, 
on  the  north  end  of  the  farm.  Henry  II. 
Hitchcock  has  held  township  office,  for 
six  years  as  trustee.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  Church  denomination 
a Congregationalist.  He  is  a thrifty,  well- 
to-do  farmer,  livino-  one  mile  east  of  Graf- 
ton,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 


G APT  A IX  JOHX  BOOTH,  a promi- 
nent representative  citizen  of  Car- 
lisle township,  was  born  July  30, 
1823,  in  Lancashire,  England,  of 
which  country  his  parents  were  also  natives. 

His  father,  John  Booth,  born  in  1777,  : 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  1798,  with 
Miss  Betsy  Lord,  who  was  born  Xovem- 
ber  27,  1781,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Eliza,  wife 

of  William  Woodward,  of  Cottage  City, 
Martha’s  Vineyard;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Husband, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  deceased;  Jane,  wife  i 
of  Thomas  Featherston,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.;  Mary,  Mrs.  Brown,  deceased;  Ann, 
residing  in  Oberlin,  Ohio;  William,  who 
died  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio;  James,  who 
died  at  Cape  Cod,  Mass.;  Richard,  who 
died  in  Texas;  a son  and  daughter  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  John,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  This  family  of  eleven  left 
England  in  July,  1827,  landing  in  Boston 
in  August.  They  lived  in  Pawtucket  and  { 


Smithfield  a short  time,  then  moved  to 
Taunton,  Mass.,  where  they  resided  for 
twelve  years,  when,  in  1839,  they  moved  to 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio.  The  father  died  in 
April,  1803,  when  aged  eighty-six  years; 
the  mother  died  in  1872,  when  in  her 
ninety-second  year.  In  religious  faith 
they  were  both  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Grandfather  John  Booth  Avas  a 
farmer,  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  Eng- 
land, his  native  country. 

Capt.  John  Booth,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  "memoir,  received  part  of  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Bristol  County  Academy,  which 
he  attended  until  fifteen  years  of  acre.  lie 
was  reared  to  farm  life.  Durino-  the  Civil 

CP 

Avar  he  enlisted  in  Company  II,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Regiment  O.  V.  I.,  was 
mustered  into  the  service  as  lieutenant, 
and  served  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Blue 
Springs  and  Knoxville,  and  in  many  minor 
engagements.  In  1863  he  was  commis- 
sioned captain,  and  was  mustered  out  in 
April,  1864,  owing  to  physical  disability, 
immediately  returning  to  Carlisle  toAvn- 
sbip,  Lorain  county,  Ohio  (Avhither  he  had 
come  from  East  Liverpool),  Avhere  he  has 
since  resided. 

In  1868  Capt.  John  Booth  was  married 
to  Miss  Xellie  King,  and  they  have  three 
children,  namely:  John,  Mary  and  Bessie. 
Our  subject  has  been  extensively  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and 
was  formerly  engaged  in  buying  sheep, 
which  were  driven  from  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  to  Missouri,  in  1844,  thence 
from  St.  Louis  county,  in  1845,  to  Saline 
county,  in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 
He  takes  an  active  part  in  politics. 


GOLOXEL  J.  W.  STEELE,  the  ge- 
nial and  popular  postmaster  at  Ober- 
lin,  was  born  at  Middlebury  (East 
Akron),  Ohio,  December  21,  1836, 
a son  of  Alexander  and  Maria  (Whedon) 
Steele.  The  father  was  a native  of  Xew 
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Hampshire,  and  died  April  6,  1872;  the  I 
mother,  a native  of  the  State  of  Xew  York, 
is  still  living  at  Oberlin. 

Alexander  Steele  received  his  elemen- 
tary education  at  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place,  after  which  he  attended  a 
medical  school  at  Castleton,  Vt.,  from 
which  he  graduated  M.  D.  In  1835  he 
came  to  Ohio,  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Middlebury  (East  j 
Akron),  from  which  place  he  came  to 
Oberlin,  Lorain  county,  when  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  about  three  months  old. 
Here,  the  first  regular  practitioner  in  the 
town,  he  practiced  until  1872. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his 
education  at  Oberlin,  and  after  leaving 

» CD 

school  read  law  in  the  office  of  J udge  G. 
M.  Barber,  in  Cleveland.  In  1859  he 
graduated  at  the  Cleveland  Law  School, 
after  which  he  continued  to  reside  in  Cleve- 
land until  the  spring  of  1861,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Oberlin.  On  September  16  of 
that  year,  he  enlisted  in  Company  II, 
Forty-first  O.Y.  I.,  raised  in  Lorain  county, 
which  was  attached  to  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland.  For  the  first  year  he  served 
with  his  regiment,  and  was  then  placed  on 
Gen.  J.  M.  Palmer’s  staff,  as  judge  advo- 
cate, also  as  engineer  officer.  By  President 
Lincoln  he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  with 
rank  of  major,  and  assigned  to  duty  with 
Gen.  I).  S.  Stanley,  commander  of  the 
Fourth  Army  Corps.  In  July,  1865,  he 
was  sent  to  Texas  to  oppose  Gen.  Kirby 
Smith,  and  in  his  entire  service  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Perry  ville, 
Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  etc.,  the  At- 
lanta Campaign,  engagements  at  Franklin, 

X ashville,  and  others.  On  March  23, 
1866,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  and 
A.  I).  C.,  U.  S.  V.,  and  returned  home. 

In  1867  he  was  elected  probate  judge  of 
Lorain  county,  and  reelected  in  1871, 
serving  about  one  year  of  his  second  term, 
at  which  time  he  resigned  on  account  of 
impaired  health.  He  then  commenced  the 
business  of  railroad  contractor,  construct- 


ing sixty-live  miles  of  the  Canada  South- 
ern Railway,  which  occupied  about  one 
and  one-half  years,  and  on  completion  of 
this  he  was  engaged  on  a survey  in  South 
America,  for  a railway  through  the  valley 
of  the  upper  Amazon.  Following  this  he 
contracted  on  other  railroads  in  the  north 
and  west.  In  18S8  the  Colonel  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Oberlin,  under  the 
Harrison  administration,  and  has  since 
filled  the  position  with  eminent  ability. 

In  1867  Col.  J.  W.  Steele  and  Miss 
Ella  F.  Clark  were  married.  They  have 
had  born  to  them  four  children,  as  follows: 
Ella  Louise,  a teacher  in  Oberlin  college; 
Margaret  and  Marion,  both  at  school ; and 
John,  living  at  home.  Our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  secretary  of 
the  Society  of  the  Cumberland,  to  which 
position  he  was  elected  in  1870. 


r\  EY.  J.  P.  BARDWELL,  who  in 
his  lifetime  was  one  of  the  well- 
I \ known  and  prominent  citizens  of 
•fj  Oberlin.  intimately  connected  with 
its  early  history,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Edmiston,  Otsego  Co.,  X.  Y., 
September  16, 1803,  of  English  lineage. 

Mr.  Bardwell  was  converted  under  the 
preaching  of  Rev.  Spalding,  and  in  order 
to  qualify  himself  for  the  ministry  came 
to  Oberlin,  where  he  attended  the  college, 

1 and  studied  theology  under  Rev.  Finnev. 
In  1835  he  married,  in  Xew  York,  Miss 
Cornelia  C.  Bishop,  a lady  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  they  went  out  as  missionaries 
to  the  Indians,  their  station  being  at  Leech 
Lake,  northern  Minnesota.  Prior  to  this, 
however,  he  had  spent  some  time  in  the 
South  locating  teachers  among  the  negroes, 
and  he  was  frequently  assaulted  and  in- 
sulted while  in  the  discharge  of  his  good 
work,  at  one  time  a friend  losing  his  life 
in  an  endeavor  to  protect  him.  lie  was 
connected  with  the  A.  M.  A.,  and  collected 
funds  for  the  same,  besides  working  hard 
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for  the  cause,  so  much  so  that  his  health 
became  much  impaired.  His  death  oc- 
curred, in  1872,  at  Leech  Lake  (his  last 
illness  being  brought  on  by  hardship  and 
exposure),  and  his  body  was  brought  to 
Oberlin  for  burial.  Three  children  were 
born  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bardwell,  as 
follows:  (1)  John  X.,  who  is  married,  and 
had  two  daughters,  the  elder  one  being 
dead;  (2)  Cornelia  E.,  wife  of  Henry 
Chapman,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio  (they  have 
three  children:  Henry  Bardwell,  a grad- 
uate of  Oberlin  and  Cambridge  Colleges, 
nowin  Cleveland;  Harriet,  a graduate  of 
"Wellesley  College,  and  who  also  attended 
Oberlin  College;  and  Willie,  now  in  col- 
lege);  and  (3)  Alonzo,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years. 


n LTOX  IIEXRY  MOOERS,  a rep- 
/ |\  resentative  self-made  man,  an  hon- 
lT%  ored  and  respected  citizen  of  Elyria, 
and  proprietor  of  the  chair  factory 
in  northern  Ohio,  is  a native  of  the 
State  of  Xew  York,  born  in  Ithaca,  May 
2,  1830. 

Phineas  Mooers,  father  of  subject,  was 
a native  of  Xew  Jersey,  born  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  the  first  of  whom  to  come  to  this 
country  (in  1730)  settled  in  Xew  York. 
The  names  and  places  of  settlement  of  the 
brothers  and  sisters  of  Phineas  Mooers 
are:  James,  in  Kingston,  Canada;  Jona- 
than,  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Penn.;  Henry,  in 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Daniel,  in  Xew  Orleans,  La.; 
Kate  (Mrs.  William  Young),  in  Toledo; 
Xancy  and  Mary,  spinsters,  passed  all 
their  lives  in  Ithaca,  X.  Y.,  dyincr  thereat 
over  ninety  years  of  age;  Julia  A.  (Mrs. 
Armstrong)  lived  at  Xiagara  Falls.  In 
the  order  of  birth  Phineas  comes  next  to 
Jonathan.  He  passed  his  early  life  in 
Xew  Jersey,  receiving  his  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  that  locality.  While 
yet  a youth  he  moved  to  Watertown,  X.  Y., 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  chair  maker, 
becoming  a journeyman,  and  from  there 


in  course  of  time  lie  moved  to  Ogdensburg. 
same  State.  Here  in  1825  he  married 
Elizabeth  Shaw,  a native  of  that  town,  and 
soon  afterward  the  young  couple  made 
their  home  in  Ithaca,  Mr.  Mooers  carrying 
on  a shop  there  for  his  own  account;  but 
after  some  time  they  proceeded  to  Water- 
town,  remaining  there  some  five  year'. 
From  Watertown  they  came  by  canal, 
lake  and  team  to  Birmingham,  Erie  Co., 

o 

Ohio,  where  he  opened  out  a chair  factory, 
carrying  same  on  till  1839.  in  which  year 
they  removed  to  Sandusky  City.  Here 
Mr.  Mooers  carried  on  the  same  business 
ten  years,  but  on  account  of  cholera  break- 
ing out  there,  he  returned  to  Birmingham, 
whence  after  a two  years’  residence  they 
came  to  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain 
county,  passing  the  rest  of  their  days  in 
peaceful  retirement  at  the  home  of  their 
son,  A.  LI.  The  father  died  January  26, 
1855,  the  mother  September  30,  1879. 
Mr.  Mooers  in  his  political  predilections 
was  originally  a Democrat  until  the  elec- 
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tion  of  Yan  Buren  for  President,  when  he 
united  with  the  Whig  party,  later  becom- 
ing, on  its  organization,  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, remaining  in  the  ranks  of  the  party 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  served  as  a justice 
of  the  peace  in  Erie  county.  The  follow- 
ing is  a brief  record  of  the  children  born 
to  Phineas  and  Elizabeth  (Shaw)  Mooers: 
Oscar  D.  is  deceased;  Matilda  T.  married 
Jonathan  Taylor;  Julia  B.  married  Han- 
son S.  Mitchell;  A.  II.  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  memoir;  Mary  J.  married 
Charles  Arbogast;  Charles  is  a resident 

O ' 

of  Chicaoo,  111.;  Carrie  is  the  wife  of 
William  II.  Tucker;  George,  who  enli.-ted 
in  the  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery,  three-year' 
service,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Port 
Hudson;  Frank  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth 
Ind.  V.  L,  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  and  died  at  Danville.  \a.; 
Emeline  and  William  are  both  deceased. 

Alton. II.  Mooers  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation at  the  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  in  his  father's  factory  learned  chair 
making.  At  the  age  of  twentv-twu  he 
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came  to  Elyria,  and  there  followed  his 
trade  until  1853,  in  which  year  he  came 
to  Ridgeville,  and  embarked  in  his  present 
business.  The  chair  factory,  probably 
the  most  extensive  of  any  kind  in  the 
county,  has  a capacity  of  eighty  thousand 
chairs  per  annum,  and  is  still  growing, 
promising  to  become  in  the  near  future  an 
establishment  of  mammoth  proportions. 

In  September,  1854,  Mr.  Mooers  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Arlette, 
daughter  of  Wyllys  Terril,  of  Ridgeville 
township,  and  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  them:  Etta  (Mrs.  Charles  Inger- 
sol),  deceased;  Nettie  (Mrs.  B.  II.  Starr); 
Frank  C.  (Mrs.  Clayton  Chapman); 
Phineas,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
months;  Fred,  deceased  when  ten  days  old, 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  In  politics 
Mr.  Mooers  was  a Democrat  until  1885, 
when  he  joined  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  held  various  township  offices;  was 
school  trustee  seventeen  years,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  education  five  years; 
was  township  trustee  and  treasurer  five 
consecutive  years  each,  and  was  superin- 
tendent of  roads  two  years.  For  fourteen 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Lorain 
Couutv  Agricultural  Society — eight  in  the 
capacity  of  president,  and  one  as  treasurer. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Society  at  Ridgeville,  of 
which  he  has  been  a trustee  eighteen  years. 

An  active,  enterprising  citizen,  and  a 
man  of  the  steadiest  probity,  Mr.  Mooers 
commands  the  respect  of  every  one  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


HI  ORACE  J.  CLARK,  dealer  in  gen- 
eral merchandise,  and  one  of  the 
_[  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
J)  of  Oberlin,  is  a native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Medina  county  January  27, 
1839,  a son  oE  John  and  Betsey  i Tyler) 
Clark,  and  of  Massachusetts  descent 
through  his  paternal  grandfather. 

45 


John  Clark,  father  of  subject,  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  whence  in  the  pioneer 
days  of  Ohio  he  came  to  Medina  county, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  lie  was  a very  ac- 
tive, aggressive  and  prosperous  man,  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  in  religion  a Con- 
gregationalist.  He  married  Miss  Betsey 
Tyler,  a native  of  Poultney,  Yt.,  who  with 
him  and  their  children  came  west  to  Ohio, 
driving  an  ox-team.  After  his  death  in 
1845  Mrs.  Clark  with  her  children  re- 
visited the  old  home,  traveling  the  same 
I route,  this  time  with  a horse  team.  Mrs. 
Clark  lived  to  be  seventy-seven  years  old, 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
-—William  P.,  Mary  E.,  Merrit,  Lucinda 
B.  and  Horace  J. — reached  mature  age, 
and  of  these  the  following  is  a brief  record: 
William  P.,  who  now  lives  ou  the  old  home- 
i stead  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  for  many 
! years  owned  and  conducted  a select  school 
at  Medina,  and  afterward  was  superintend- 
ent of  Norwalk  (Ohio)  public  schools,  and 
also  of  the  public  schools  at  Hillsdale, 
Mich.;  Mary  E.  is  unmarried,  and  now 
lives  on  the  old  homestead  with  her 
brother;  Merrit  married  and  settled  in 
Covington,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1852; 
Lucinda  B.  died  in  1846  at  Medina,  Ohio, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

Horace  J.  Clark,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  select  school  of  his  brother 
at  Medina.  Ohio.  At  the  acre  of  nineteen 
he  entered  Western  Reserve  College, 
where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1861. 

o 

After  this  he  had  charge  of  the  Shaw 
Academy  at  East  Cleveland  two  years; 
then  had  charge  of  the  Tallmadge  (Ohio) 
Academy,  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  finding  his  health  impaired,  he 
abandoned  teaching  for  a time,  and  em- 
barked in  the  business  of  manufacturing 
stoneware,  building  the  first  works  of  the 
kind  in  Tall  mad  ere,  Ohio.  On  regaining 
his  health  at  the  end  of  two  years,  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  principal  of  the 
Poland  (Ohio)  Union  Seminary,  an  in- 
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cumbency  he  filled  during  the  greater  part 
of  a decade.  For  eight  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  examiners  of 
Mahoning  county.  For  the  next  two  years 
he  was  traveling  agent  for  the  publishing 
house  of  Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  & Co.,  at 
the  close  of  which  engagement,  in  1879, 
lie  was  appointed  superintendent  of  public 
schools  at  Oberlin,  Lorain  county,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  three  and  one  half 
years,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  reap- 
pointed by  election  to  his  old  position  in 
the  Poland  Seminary.  At  the  end  of  two. 
years,  however,  he  resigned  this  position, 
and  returned  to  Oberlin  in  order  to  give 
his  children  the  advantages  of  Oberlin 
College.  Here  for  the  past  eight  years  he 
lias  successfully  carried  on  a general  mer- 
chandise business. 

In  1861  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  mar- 
riage at  Hudson,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Lizzie 
P.  Blackman,  who  was  horn  in  Mt.  Ver- 
non, Ohio,  and  whose  parents  emigrated 
from  England  before  the  days  of  steam- 
ships, being  nine  weeks  on  the  ocean.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  five  children,  as 
follows:  (1)  Mary  A.  is  a graduate  of 

the  classical  course  of  Oberlin  College, 
class  of  1886,  has  since  been  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  was  at  one  time  assistant 
principal  of  the  high  school  in  'Welling- 
ton, Ohio.  (2)  Frank  S.  is  a graduate  of 
the  classical  course  of  Oberlin  Colleo-e, 
class  of  1887;  he  took  the  medical  course 
in  the  Medical  School  of  Western  Reserve 
University,  Cleveland;  he  was  for  one  and 
one-half  years  in  charge  of  Lakeside  Hos- 
pital, for  one  year  of  the  time  as  house 
physician ; for  one  year  had  charge  of  the 
Charity  Maternity  Hospital,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  St.  Alexis  Hospi- 
tal, Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  is  practic- 
ing medicine.  (8)  Edward  W.  is  also  a 
graduate  of  the  classical  course  of  Oberlin 
College,  in  the  class  of  1S89;  for  two  years 
he  has  been  employed  as  tutor  of  Latin  in 
the  College;  is  now  pursuing  his  studies 
in  Leipsic,  Germany,  perfecting  his  prepa- 
ration to  teach  College  Latin  and  Ger- 


man; he  married  Miss  Lottie  Life,  davudi- 
• » • ^ 
ter  of  the  late  S.  Life,  of  Oberlin.  and  one 

child  has  come  to  bricditen  their  home, 
I named  Gertrude.  (1)  Anna  Ida  died  at 
I the  age  of  five  years  at  Poland,  Ohio,  and 
(5)  Alice  Gertrude  died  in  Oberlin  in 
1886,  when  seven  years  old.  Politically 
our  subject  is  a Prohibitionist.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church. 


Hi  W.  SIIERBOXDY,  a wide-awake, 
// 1\  active  farmer,  and  one  of  the  most 
extensive  grape-growers  in  Avon 
fj  township,  has  resided  on  his  present 
farm  since  1851. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1823  in  West- 
moreland county,  Penn.,  son  of  Peter  and 
Martha  (Reagan)  Sherbondy,  natives  of 
Virginia,  who  in  an  early  day  removed  to 
W estmoreland  county,  Penn.,  thence  mi- 
grating to  Portage  (now  Summit)  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  both  died,  the  mother  in 
1830,  the  father  in  1881.  They  had  six 
children,  namely:  Malachi,  who  died  in 

Summit  county  in  1888;  A.  W.,  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch;  John,  who  went  to 
California  in  1849;  Peter,  married,  who 
resides  in  Akron,  Ohio;  Ella,  wife  of  Jason 
Brown,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  and  Esther,  wife 
of  Xelson  Hawkins,  of  Summit  county. 
Ohio.  The  Sherbondy  family  are  of 
French  extraction. 

A.  W.  Sherbondy,  who  was  always  of 
rather  feeble  health,  was  reared  in  Summit 
county,  on  a farm,  working  thereon  till  his 
nineteenth  year,  in  the  meantime  receiving 
his  primary  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  his  day.  He  then  attended  an 
academy  for  portions  of  two  seasons,  after 
which  lie  eno-ao-ed  as  clerk  in  a grocery 
store  in  Akron,  Summit  Co.,  Ohio,  for  a 
term  of  years,  continuously,  except  that  in 
the  intermediate  time  he  taught  two  terms 
of  district  school  in  Summit  county.  He 
was  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
in  Akron  until  1851,  also  continuously, 
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excepting  that  in  the  meantime  lie  taught 
five  successive  terms  of  district  school  in 
Lake  township,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  lie  then 
moved  from  Summit  county  to  Avon  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  was  there  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  seven  years,  after 
which  lie  bought  the  Moore  farm  of  seven- 
ty-five acres,  one  of  the  first  settled  tracts 
in  the  township.  Here  iie  lias  erected  a 
good  barn  and  comfortable  residence,  and 
is  successfully  conducting  a general  farm- 
ing and  grape-growing  business;  his  vine- 
yard covers  an  area  of  twenty-five  acres. 

In  1847  Mr.  Sherbondy  was  married,  in 
Portage  county,  to  Rebecca  A.  Buckman, 
who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Rebecca  A.  ( Li p - 
pincott)  Buckman,  wdio  w7ere  natives  of 
Xew  Jersey,  whence  in  an  early  day  they 
came  to  Ohio,  locating  first  in  Stark  and 
later  in  Portage  county.  The  father,  who 
was  a farmer,  died  there  in  1879,  preceded 
to  the  grave  by  his  wdfe  in  1870.  Mr. 
Sherbondy  is  president  of  the  Lorain  county 
Grape-growers  Association,  a growing  or- 
ganization, which  was  founded  in  1889,  l 
and  now  has  a membership  of  about  one  j 
hundred.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  in  1854  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Avon  township,  which  office, 
with  the  exception  of  two  terms,  he  has 
since  continuously  held;  he  has  also  served 
as  notary  public  and  township  trustee,  and 
he  was  postmaster  at  Avon  Lake  for  eigh- 
teen years. 


SAMUEL  BUSBY.  Among  the 
, prosperous  farmers  of  LaG range 
) township,  none  stand  higher  in  the 
esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  July  29,  1840,  in  j 
Bedfordshire,  England,  son  of  William 
and  Harriet  (Russell)  Busby,  farming 
people  in  moderate  circumstances. 

Our  subject  was  reared  o?i  a farm,  and 
being  denied  the  full  advantages  of  the 
day  schools,  attended  the  night  schools,  | 


where  he  learned  to  write.  When  five 
years  old  he  was  put  to  work,  picking 
stones  from  the  land,  and  also  pulling  a 
weed,  there  called  “ twitch -weed,  ” which 
grew  very  profusely  in  his  native  country. 
When  sixteen  years  old  lie  left  home  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  first 
worked  as  a farm  hand  for  five  shillings  a 
week,  boarding  himself.  By  being  eco- 
nomical and  saving;  he  struggled  along 
until  1870,  when  he  concluded  to  leave 
England  and  seek  his  'fortune  in  the 
United  States.  At  this  time  his  employer 
was  owing  him  a sum  of  money,  sufficient 
to  bring  him  to  America,  which,  on  learn- 
ing his  intentions,  he  refused  to  p>ay  him; 
but  Mr.  Busby  was  determined  to  come, 
and  by  borrowing  from  his  friends  he 
managed  to  get  enough  to  pay  his  way 
across,  sailing  from  Liverpool  in  the  ves- 
sel “Tripoli,”  and  after  a voyage  of  twelve 
days  landing,  on  April  27,  1870,  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  He  had  a ticket  for  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  his  destination  beino-  La- 
Grange,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  his 
friends  had  located  some  time  before,  and 
he  arrived  there  with  eight  dollars  in  his 
pocket,  and  anxious  for  work.  He  secured 
employment  with  William  Stevenson  at 
twelve  dollars  a month,  and  gave  good 
satisfaction,  for,  though  small  in  stature, 
he  was  not  only  an  excellent  worker  but  a 
steady-going  young  man.  He  afterward 
worked  for  various  people,  among  them 
Warren  Miller,  L.  G.  Parsons,  and  Dr. 
George  C.  Underhill,  the  latter  employing 
him  for  eighteen  months  at  twenty-two 
dollars  per  month,  the  highest  wages  then 
paid  for  farm  labor.  He  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Dr.  Merriam  over  four  and  a half 
years,  and  then  worked  nearly  two  years 
for  A.  R.  Underhill,  always  receiving  the 
highest  compensation  for  his  services.  On 
March  21,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Leruali  Miller,  who  was  born, 
August  7,  1846,  in  Ridgeville  township, 
Lorain  county,  daughter  of  Marcus  Ter- 
rell. In  IS 80  he  had  purchased,  from 
Chancey  D.  Brown,  his  present  farm,  con- 
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sisting  of  ninety-one  acres  of  fertile  land, 
where  lie  lias  ever  since  resided,  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming.  lie  is  a sys- 
tematic agriculturist,  and  a self-made  man, 
having  won  success  in  the  face  of  every 
obstacle,  and  he  deserves  no  small  amount 
of  credit  for  his  perseverance  and  indus- 
try. Politically  he  is  a stanch  member  of 
the  Republican  party.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  LaGrange  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


F.  LOOMIS,  a successful  and  well- 
known  agriculturist  of  La  Grange 
LLaij  township,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
March  10,  1845,  a son  of  Richard 
N.  Loomis. 

Russel  Loomis,  the  grandfather  of  our 

T ^ 

subject,  was  born  November  28,  1786,  in 
Westmoreland,  X.  Y.,  a member  of  the 
fifth  generation  of  his  family  in  the  United 
States,  and  a descendant  of  Joseph  Loomis, 
who  came  in  1638  from  Braintree,  Essex 
county,  England,  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and 
from  whom  the  genealogy  of  the  family 
dates.  This  genealogy  was  compiled  in 
recent  years,  and  was  completed  in  1870 
by  Elias  Loomis,  LL.  I).,  professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy  in 
Yale  College.  The  name  has  been  vari- 
ously spelled — Lomas,  Lomis,  Lomys,  etc. 
Russel  Loomis  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  Ohio,  he  settling  in  LaGrange 
township,  Lorain  county,  in  1831.  lie 
was  married  March  1,  1810,  in  Oneida 
county,  X.  Y.,  to  Betsey  French,  who  was  \ 
born  in  1788,  and  died  October  21,  1860,  j 
in  LaGrange  township.  Previous  to  his 
settlement  Mr.  Loomis  had  come  to  Ohio 
on  horseback,  and  selected  land  here,  be- 
coming one  of  the  very  first  settlers.  lie 
had  a family  of  four  children,  all  born 
in  Xew  York  State,  as  follows:  Erastus,  ! 
born  December  2,  1810,  a lumber  worker, 
who  died  July  8,  1839,  in  the  South; 
Sarah,  born  January  22,  1813,  who  was 
married  in  LaGrange  to  James  K.  Pelton, 


and  died  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Rich- 
ard X.,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Mary, 
born  May  8,  1819,  who  died  June  4,  1825, 
in  New  York  State.  Russel  Loomis  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  LaGrange 
township,  dying  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four  years;  he  was  interred  in  La- 
Grange cemetery. 

Richard  X.  Loomis  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  when 
fourteen  years  old  came  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  to  farm  life. 
On  May  23,  1840,  he  was  married  to  Jane 
Pelton,  who  was  born  February  4,  1820, 
in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of 
James  and  Harriet  (Clark)  Pelton.  the 
former  of  whom  lived  to  be  seventy-six 
years  old,  the  latter  eighty- four.  James 
Pelton  was  the  second  permanent  settler 
in  LaGrange  township,  his  brother-in-law, 
Nathan  Clark,  beino-  the  first.  After  his 
marriage  Richard  XL  Loomis  took  up  his 
residence  on  the  homestead  farm  with  his 
father,  who  lived  with  him,  and  there 
made  his  permanent  home.  At  one  time 
there  were  four  generations  of  the  Loomis 
family  living  in  the  same  house.  Richard 
Loomis  was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  attained 
no  small  degree  of  success  in  his  chosen 
vocation.  He  died  March  19,  1883,  and 
was  buried  near  his  parents.  To  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Susan,  born  June  23,  1842,  who  was  mar- 
ried May  20,  1865,  to  Harrison  Smith,  and 
died  in  October,  same  year;  Erastus  F., 
subject  of  this  memoir;  Calvin,  born  April 
28, 1853,  a farmer  of  LaGrange  township, 
and  Sarah  M.,  born  June  23,  1855,  now 
Mrs.  George  Rawson,  of  Elyria,  Ohio. 
Politically  Mr.  Loomis  was  originally  a 
Whig,  afterward  a Republican,  and  he  was 
actively  interested  in  the  success  of  his 
party;  he  held  various  local  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  Since  his  decease  Mrs.  Loomis 
has  been  li vino-  with  her  son  on  the  home- 
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stead  farm,  where  they  have  a very  pleas- 
ant and  comfortable  home. 

Erastus  F.  Loomis,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  was  born  March  1U,  1845, 
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bought  a small  piece  of  land.  Here  cliil- 


received  a liberal  education  in  the  common 
schools  ot'  the  neighborhood,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life  under  the  direction  of 
his  father.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
June  10,  1806,  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Myn- 
derse,  a native  of  New  York  State,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Mynderse,  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  LaGrange  Center.  For  four 
years  after  marriacre  Mr.  Loomis  lived  at 
home  with  his  parents,  and  afterward 
located  on  twelve  acres  of  land  iie  owned 
in  LaGrange  township.  He  has  been  a 
lifelong  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  now  owns 
114  acres  of  good  land,  upon  which  he 
lias  erected  various  farm  buildings.  In 

O 

his  political  preferences  he  is  a Republi- 
can, and  has  held  several  offices  in  his 
township,  serving  as  trustee  three  terms. 
He  has  prospered  in  his  business,  and  now 
has  acomfortable  competence.  Mrs.  Loomis 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
LaGrange.  They  have  no  children. 


| C.  LEHMAN,  one  of  the  leading 
*►,  | farmers  and  well-known  successful 
\*J)  mechanics  of  Grafton  township,  was 
born  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  of 
March  1,  1833,  in  London,  Encdand. 

His  father,  Joseph  Lehman,  was  born  in 
"Wurtemberg,  Germany,  where  he  married 
Hannah  Malay,  also  a native  of  that  coun- 
try. lie  was  reared  a farmer  boy,  but  for 
nine  years  sailed  the  seas,  visiting  proba- 
bly every  commercial  port  in  the  world. 
Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  pro- 
ceeded to  London,  England,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1837  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  the 
United  States,  landing  in  New  York,  the 
voyage  occupying  sixty  days.  From  that 
city  they  moved  west  to  Cleveland  by 
river,  canal  and  lake,  and  from  the  last 
named  place  they  made  an  overland  trip 
by  wagon  to  Liverpool  township,  Medina 
county,  in  which  vicinity  Frederick  Malay, 
father-in-law  of  Joseph  Lehman,  had  pre- 
viously located.  In  that  section  the  latter 


dren  were  born  to  him,  as  follows:  Mary, 
married  to  Frederick  Gar  lino-,  and  died  in 
Liverpool;  Louisa,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Hud- 
son, of  Grafton  township,  Lorain  county, 
and  a son  that  died  in  infancy.  In  course 
of  time  Joseph  Lehman  moved  from 
Liverpool  township  to  Grafton  township, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying 
in  I860,  his  wife  following  him  to  the 
grave  in  1884,  and  both  rest  from  then- 
labors  in  the  cemetery  at  Liverpool,  Me- 
dina county.  They  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  highly  respected, 
industrious  and  frugal  citizens;  in  politics 
he  was  a Democrat. 

The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  was 
between  four  and  five  years  of  age  when  the 
family  came  to  America,  and  in  Liverpool, 
Ohio,  he  received  a fair  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  the  locality.  His 
parents  were  strict  Church  people,  the 
rules  of  which  they  observed  very  closely, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Bishop  at  Liverpool,  the  first 
confirmation  ever  held  in  the  place.  Im- 
mediately after  that  he  left  school  and 
home  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  world. 
His  first  work  was  on  the  farm  of  Eli 
W arner,  at  six  dollars  per  month,  and  then, 
an  acquaintance  at  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio, 
having  induced  him  to  go  there,  he  set  out 
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on  foot,  with  nothing  wherewithal  to  ap- 
pease his  appetite  on  the  journey.  He 
reached  his  destination,  however,  in  safety, 
and  remained  there  three  years,  after  which 
he  went  to  Cleveland  to  learn  the  trade  of 
carpenter.  Having  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  two  years  thereat  (receiving  six 
dollars  per  month  for  first  year,  and  six- 
teen dollars  per  month  for  second  year), 
he  found  he  had  attained  such  proficiency 
as  to  be  able  to  earn  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  day;  and  thus  he  continued  at 
his  trade  several  years,  working  one  year 
in  Chicago,  and  three  years  in  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  Coming  to  Grafton  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  he  here  continued  his  trade 
till  1888,  when  he  retired  from  it.  For 
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twenty  years  lie  followed  this,  in  connec- 
tion with  farming,  during  the  proper  sea- 
sons, erecting  some  of  the  best  residences 
and  barns  in  his  section  of  the  State,  be- 
sides churches,  town  halls  and  other  pub- 
lic buildings,  frequently  having  under  him 
as  many  as  three  gangs  of  carpenters.  He 
had  no  superior  as  a calculator  on  esti- 
mates, and  it  was  due  to  this,  coupled  with 
an  accurate  idea  as  to  cost  and  amount  of 
material  necessary,  that  he  made  such  an 
enviable  success.  In  1868  he  bought  in 
that  township  twenty  acres  of  land  at 
thirty-five  dollars  per  acre,  and  afterward 
eighty-five  acres  from  Josiah  Taylor  heirs, 
to  which  he  from  time  to  time  added  until 
he  now  owns  312  acres  of  excellent  land. 
He  has  been  thoroughly  economical,  and 
assisted  his  parents  to  pay  for  their  home, 
giving  them  all  his  earnings,  up  to  the 
time  he  came  of  age,  and  not  a little  after- 
ward. Ilis  aged  mother  made  her  home 
with  him  for  thirty  years. 

On  February  24,  1863,  Hr.  Lehman  was 
married  to  Amelia  Lyndes,  who  was  born 
September  26,  1840,  in  Grafton  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Orville  and 
Mary  Lyndes,  who  came  from  Vermont 
and  Massachusetts,  respectively,  to  Lorain 
county,  he  in  1823,  and  she  in  1816.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  this  union: 
Cassjus  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years;  and  Clayton  De  Witt,  Clifford 
E.  and  Corinna  B.,  at  home.  Politically 
our  subject  was  a Republican  up  to  1873, 
since  when  he  has  been  a Democrat. 


G/LAREXCE  HUGH  SLATER,  pro- 
prietor  of  a bus  and  dray  line,  at 
Lorain,  is  a prominent  representative 
native-born  citizen  of  that  place. 
His  grandfather,  Robert  Slater,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1811  came 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
his  trade,  that  of  carpenter,  erecting  some 
of  the  early  residences  in  Lorain.  His 
death  occurred  in  the  South. 


Hugh  Slater,  son  of  Robert  Slater,  was 
born,  in  1826,  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared-  and  educated.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  for  a 
while  carried  on  a farm  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship, after  his  marriage  settling  in  Lorain. 
In  1849  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at 
Elyria,  with  Miss  Tirzah  Bedortha,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Clarence  Hugh.  Hr. 
Slater  was  an  active  politician,  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  served  as  lighthouse- 
keeper  of  Lorain  three  years.  He  died  in 
1863.  Mrs.  Slater  in  1891,  aged  sixty- 
three  years. 

Clarence  Hugh  Slater  was  born  August 
10,  1850,  in  Lorain,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  at 
the  public  schools  of  which  place  he  re- 
ceived his  education.  He  commenced  life 
as  a sailor,  working  for  five  years  under 
Capt.  Church,  and  after  leaving  the  lakes 
engaged  for  five  years  in  the  fishing  busi- 
ness.  For  the  next  five  years  Mr.  Slater 
was  employed  in  the  shipyards  at  Lorain 
under  If.  D.  Root;  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing  in  Sheffield  township,  and  afterward 
, ran  the  first  milk  wagon  in  Lorain,  con- 
I ducting  the  Ayrshire  Milk  Dairy.  He 
was  then  engaged  in  the  building  of  the 
new  courthouse  at  Elyria,  Lorain  county, 
thence  goiim  to  Marion,  Ind.,  and  assisted 
in  the  erection  of  the  courthouse  there. 
After  his  return  to  Elyria  Hr.  Slater 
worked  for  a time  in  the  Elyria  Screw  and 
Tap  Factory,  and  then  coming  to  Lorain 
engaged  with  F.  M.  Whitman  in  the 
Sussex  Sauce  Works.  He  next  ran  a 
pleasure  yacht  to  Randall’s  Grove  and 
Lake  Breeze,  and  then  embarked  in  the 
dray  business,  which  he  sold  out  after 
three  years,  since  which  time  he  has  con- 
ducted his  present  bus  line  between  Lorain 
and  Oak  Point. 

On  January  20,  1874,  Mr.  Slater  was 
married  to  C.  X.  Wallace,  a native  of 
Elyria,  who  was  divorced  in  1887, leaving  him 
one  child,  Maud.  In  1889  he.  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Miss  Ida  Gleeson,  a native 
of  Lorain,  daughter  of  Frank  Gleeson,  a 
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resident  of  Lorain,  and  to  this  union  was 
also  born  one  child,  Goldie.  Mr.  Slater 
owns  a farm  of  forty  acres  in  Black  River 
township,  situated  on  the  Lake,  two  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  Lorain,  which  he  devotes 
to  the  raising  of  fruit.  He  also  owns  four 
residences  in  Lorain.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  takes 
an  active  interest  in  everything;  tending  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  advancement  of 
his  county.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  O.  LT.  A.  M.,  and  of  Lorain  Lodge  No. 
680,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Order  of  Rebekah. 
In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slater  are 
Methodists.  Mr.  Slater  has  watched  the 
progress  and  growth  of  Lorain  from  its 
very  beginning,  and  he  remembers  the 
time  when  there  was  but  one  house  across 
the  river. 


EXRY  II.  CLOUGII.  The  mm- 

i i 

tleman  here  named  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  progressive  of 
Lorain  county’s  prosperous  citizens. 

He  is  a grandson  of  Deacon  John 
and  Judith  (Gerrish)  Clough,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Canterbury, 
N.  II.,  the  latter  being  a descendant  of  Sir 
Matthew  Hale,  of  England. 

Baxter  Clough,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  Canterbury,  N.  II.,  in  1807,  and 
was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  agri- 
culture on  his  father’s  farm  till  1830,  when 
he  came  westward,  and  after  some  misad- 
ventures located  in  Solon  township,  Cuya- 
hoga county,  at  that  time  an  unbroken 
wilderness.  Subsequently  he  moved  to 
Cleveland,  thence  to  Berea,  Cuyahoga 
county,  and  finally  to  Lorain  county,  his 
attention  having  been  called  to  the  free- 
stone quarries  in  North  Amherst,  whither 
he  moved  in  1852,  and  formed  a partner- 
ship with  P.  & L.  Dean,  which  was  of 
short  duration,  however,  he  having  pur- 
chased his  partner’s  interests.  He  then 
commenced  the  man ufactureof  grindstones, 


which  industry  from  small  beginnings  de- 
veloped into  gigantic  proportions.  About 
1860,  there  having  sprung  up  a demand 
for  block  stone  for  building  purposes,  Mr. 
Clough  turned  his  attention  more  particu- 
larly to  that  branch,  which  in  course  of  a 
few  years  increased  to  a business  of  enor- 
mous magnitude.  Docks  were  built  by 
him  :rt  the  lake,  and  a railroad  was  con- 
structed to  the  dock,  which  supplied  a di- 
rect outlet  of  his  own  to  ship  by  water. 
He  also  purchased  and  developed  what  was 
known  as  the  Independence  and  Columbia 
quarries,  where  he  also  manufactured  great 
quantities  of  block  stone  and  grindstones. 
On  July  19,  1832,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Hannah  Gerrish,  formerly  of  Boscowan, 
N.  11.,  at  that  time  residing  with  her 
brother  in  Solon,  and  eight  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  whom  Henry  H.  is  the 
seventh.  The  father  died  in  November, 
1872,  the  mother  on  January  21,  1893,  in 
her  eighty-seventh  year,  having  been  born 
April  20,  1807.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Henry  H.  Clough,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
August  22,  1816,  and  when  a child  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  North  Amherst, 
where  he  was  reared.  His  elementary  edu- 
cation he  received  at  the  common  schools 
of  the  town,  which  was  supplemented  with 
a course  of  study  at  Oberlin  College,  on 
leaving  which  he  became  connected  with 
the  Clough  Stone  Company.  At  the  death 
of  their  father,  the  sons  J.  B.  and  Henry 
H.  succeeded  to  the  business,  and  the  lat- 
ter became  president  of  the  company.  On 
December  16,  1868,  Henry  11.  Clough  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Barney,  of  Black  River  township,  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  and  six  children  were 
born  to  them,  as  follows:  Ilallie  M., 

Mattie  B.,  Otis  II.,  Karl  B.,  Albert  G.  and 
Henry  Hale,  of  whom  Albert  G.  died  in 
infancy.  For  four  years  Mr.  Clough  was 
president  of  the  pool  which  controlled  all 
the  stone  quarries  in  his  section.  He  is 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Giles-Clough 
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Fruit-jar  Manufacturing  Company  at  Red- 
key,  Ind.  Of  late  he  lias  been  interested 
in  banking,  and  he  is  now  president  of  two 
banks — one,  the  National  Bank  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ohio,  the  other,  the  Volusia 
County  Bank  of  De  Land,  Fla.;  he  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Savings  and  Deposit  Bank 
of  Elyria.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 
Mr.  Clough  is  one  of  the  leading  capital- 
ists of  Elyria,  and  out  of  the  stone  busi- 
ness has  amassed  a fortune.  Ilis  elegant 
stone  residence,  the  architecture  of  which 
is  especially  recherche,  and  which  is  built 
after  his  own  design,  commands  the  admi- 
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ration  of  all. 


|f  |j  EE  BERT  S.  F O LEANS  BEE. 
!p^|  Prominent  among  the  progressive 
! i|  citizens  and  enterprising  inanufac- 
fj  turers  of  Lorain  county  stands  this 
gentleman.  lie  is  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  in  Taunton,  February 
15,  1857. 

The  Follansbees  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Amesbury,  Mass.,  several  gen- 
erations of  the  family  having  been  born 
there  down  to  and  including  Joshua  Fob 
lansbee,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He,  Joshua,  was  a tradesman  in 
the  leather  business,  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  married  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  to  Miss 
Hannah  Adams,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Polly  (Hunter)  Adams,  the  father  be- 
ing of  the  early  Massachusetts  family  of 
that  name  so  famous  in  American  history. 
Mrs.  Polly  (Hunter)  Adams  was  of  an  old 
Massachusetts  family,  and  some  of  her  an- 
cestors owned  a large  tract  of  land  that  is 
now  in  the  heart  of  the  city  of  Providence, 
R.  I.  A copy  of  the  deed  for  this  land, 
which  bears  the  date  of  1768,  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Follansbee. 

After  their  marriao-e  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Joshua  Follansbee  resided  in  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island  alternately,  finally 
settling  in  Pawtucket,  that  State,  where 
they  died,  he  in  1800,  at  the  age  of  seven- 


ty-six years,  she  in  1880.  aged  fifty-six. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children : 
One  died  in  infancy;  the  remaining  chil- 
dren are  all  now  residents  of  either  Massa- 
chusetts or  Rhode  Island,  except  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  the  only  one  in  the  family 
to  settle  in  the  West. 

Herbert  S.  Follansbee  was  an  infant 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Rhode  Island, 
six  years  old  when  they  took  up  their 
home  acrain  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  ten 
when  they  moved  to  Central  Falls,  R.  I., 
where  he  received  the  main  part  of  his  edu- 
cation, at  the  high  school  of  which  place 
he  graduated.  From  Central  Falls  the 
family  removed  to  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
where  for  a short  time  he  was  engaged  in 
real-estate  and  insurance  interests,  after 
which  he  "was  employed  in  various  lines  of 
business,  including  two  years  in  a printing 
office,  and  seven  years  as  clerk  and  sales- 
man. At  the  end  of  this  trine  he  accepted 
a position  with  Reed  & Barton,  of  Taun- 
ton, Mass.,  extensive  silverware  manufac- 
turers, and  spent  ten  months  in  their  fac- 
tory learning  the  business — the  mode  of 
manufacturino-,  etc.  He  was  then  offered 

O 

by  the  firm  a position  to  represent  them 
as  traveling  salesman,  which  offer  he  ac- 
cepted, and  for  ten  years  he  was  “on  the 
road”  as  salesman.  Elyria,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  was  one  of  his  stopping  places,  and 
on  one  of  his  trips,  he  here  met  the  young 
lady  who  subsequently  became  his  wife, 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Minnie  Mountain, 
of  that  town,  and  they  were  united  in 
marriage  October  1,  1885.  About  one 
year  later  Mr.  Follansbee  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Mr.  A.  L.  Garford  and  Mr. 
F.  N.  Smith,  of  Elyria,  and  a close  friend- 
ship springing  up  between  them  they  de- 
cided to  unite  themselves  in  business,  the 
result  being  the  establishment  of  the 

O 

bicycle  saddle  manufacturing  concern  in 
Elyria,  Mr.  Follansbee's  special  duties 
being  to  introduce  the  saddle  to  the  east- 
ern and  western  trade.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  this  business  the  firm  consisted  of 
A.  L.  Garford,  F.  N.  Smith  and  II.  S. 
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Follansbee,  and  the  style  thereof  was  “Gar- 
ford  Manufacturing  Co.”  After  about 
one  and  one-half  years  the  business  was 
incorporated  under  State  laws,  with  A.  L. 
Garford,  president;  II.  S.  Follansbee,  vice- 
president,  and  Fred  1ST.  Smith,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  retaining  the  original  title. 
The  present  stock  company  consists  of 
some  of  the  brightest  business  men  in  the 
county,  and  men  of  high  financial  stand- 
ing. Mr.  Follansbee  was  up  to  October  1, 
1892,  for  ten  years,  identified  with  the 
Reed  A Barton  Co.,  before  mentioned,  but 
had  to  resign  his  position,  the  business  of 
the  Garford  Manufacturing  Co.  having 
grown  to  such  proportions  as  to  demand 
his  undivided  attention. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Follansbee  lias 
£_> 

made  his  home  in  Elyria.  He  and  his 
wife  had  one  child,  named  Stanley,  that 
died  in  1890.  They  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Elyria,  of  which  he 
is  a vestryman.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Cleveland  Commercial  Travelers  Associa- 
tion; a stockholder  in  the  Savings  Deposit 
Rank,  of  Elyria,  and  in  the  Hunt  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  of  Westborough,  Mass.,  of 
which  Mr.  Garford  is  president. 


OHH  BERG,  one  of  the  best- known 
and  most  successful  citizens  of  Russia 
township,  was  born  February  5, 1842, 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  son  of  Jacob 
(a  coal  miner)  and  Elizabeth  (Morcren- 
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stern)  Berg. 

The  parents  had  four  children  born  to 

them  in  Germany,  namely : John;  Charles, 

a farmer  and  mason  in  Russia  township; 

Jacob,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio;  and  Catherine, 

wife  of  James  Mcllrath,  of  Oceana  county, 

Michigan. 

© ^ 

In  April,  1854,  the  family,  with  the 
help  of  friends,  started  for  the  United 
States,  sailing  from  Antwerp,  but  were  de- 
tained when  only  twenty-four  miles  from 
home,  as  their  passports  had  been  improp- 


erly made  out.  Owing  to  this  delay  they 
were  obliged  to  cross  in  a merchant  vessel, 
the  “ Golden  Spring,”  which  sailed  one 
week  later,  and  after  a voyage  of  forty- two 
days  landed,  about  June  1,  in  Quebec. 
From  the  latter  place  they  proceeded  by 
boat  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  thence  over 
the  C.  C.  C.  A I.  Railway  to  Grafton, 
where  they  hired  a team  and  were  driven 
to  the  German  settlement  in  Russia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county.  Here  the  father 
hired  out  as  a farm  hand-,  and  shortly 
afterward  purchased  ten  acres  of  land  at 
twelve  dollars  per  acre,  for  which  he  was 
obliged  to  go  into  debt.  Mr.  Berg,  who 
was  used  to  mining,  suffered  much  after 
coming  here  from  the  change  of  climate; 
he  died  in  1858,  and  was  buried  in  Car- 
lisle cemetery.  His  widow  is  still  living. 
After  coming  to  Lorain  county  they  had 
one  child,  Frank,  who  died  at  the  a oe  of 
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twenty-eight. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  the  Fath- 
erland, and  then  for  six  months  after  com- 
ing to  Lorain  county,  which  completed  his 
literary  education.  He  was  but  sixteen 
years  old  when  his  father  died,  at  which 
time  he  was  working  for  eicdit  dollars  a 
month,  and  being  tire  eldest  his  wages  had 
to  go  toward  the  support  of  the  family. 
When  nineteen  years  old  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  stone  mason’s  trade  under  Will- 
iam and  George  Evans,  receivino-  eight  dol- 
lars  a month  the  first  year,  and  twice  that 
amount  the  second  year.  In  May,  1862, 
he  enlisted,  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  in  Com- 
pany C,  “ Hoffman  Battalion.”  which  af- 
terward became  Company  C,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-eighth  O.  Y.  I.,  and  served 
till  the  close  of  the  war,  being  stationed  on 
Johnson’s  Island,  near  Sandusky.  After 
receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to 
Russia  township,  and  then  resumed  his 
trade. 

On  December  16,  1868,  he  was  united 

in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Griem,  who 

was  born  October  20,  1849,  in  Germany, 

daughter  of  Joachim  Griem,  who  came  to 

the  United  States  in  1854,  locating  in 
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Amherst  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  Af- 
ter marriage  Mr.  Berg  located  on  a farm 
of  thirty-four  acres  in  Russia  township, 
which  he  had  previously  purchased  for  a 
home  for  the  family.  He  has  since  given 
his  chief  attention  to  masonry  and  con- 
tracting, in  which  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. lie  has  a pleasant  residence  north 
of  Oberlin,  where  he  makes  his  home  dur- 
ing the  winter,  in  summer  time  living 
wherever  his  work  takes  him.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republican,  in  religion  a member 
of  the  German  Evangelical  Church  at 
-North  Amherst. 


j B.  THOMPSON!,  capitalist,  a typi- 
1 cal  “hustler,”  and  one  of  the  live 
young  business  men  of  Lorain  county, 
of  which  he  is  a native,  was  born  in 
Columbia  township  in  1861. 

His  grandparents,  John  and  Amanda 
(Osborn)  Thompson,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, and  about  the  year  1810  came  to 
Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
they  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the 
grandfather  dying  in  January,  1893,  the 
grandmother  in  1890.  Grandfather  Asel 
Osborn,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Columbia  town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of 
Lorain  county.  S.  B.  Thompson,  father 
of  subject,  was  born  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  he  married 
Miss  Emular  Osborn,  and  they  are  still 
living  in  the  township.  They  had  two 
children : IV.  B.,  in  Lorain.  Ohio,  and  J.  B. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
and  at  Berea  College,  after  which  he  went 
on  the  road  as  a traveling  salesman  for  a 
Cleveland  cloak  tirm;  later  for  a New  York 
house,  his  residence  during  that  period 
(two  years)  being  in  that  city.  He  then, 
in  1888,  embarked  in  the  live-stock  busi- 
ness on  a small  scale  at  West  View,  Cuya- 
hoga county,  buying  and  selling,  from 


which  modest  beginning  ho  has  already 
risen  to  be  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  the  locality.  In  1889  he  com- 
menced the  real-estate  business,  buying 
seventy  acres  adjacent  to  West  View,  and 
buildings  thereon;  it  will  soon  be  incor- 
porated in  the  southeast  addition  to  that 
village.  He  has  already  thirty-seven  lots 
platted  on  the  east  side  of  Rocky  river, 
and  purposes  to  plat  his  entire  farm.  Al- 
ready he  has  put  up  twylve  residence 
houses,  store  and  blacksmith  and  carriage 
shop,  which  he  rents,  and  is  still  building. 
In  addition  to  all  this  he  owns  ten  fine 
residences  in  Cleveland,  one  in  Wadsworth, 
and  a good  farm  near  Medina,  all  in  Ohio. 
The  Columbia  Stone  Quarries  adjoin  his 
farm,  and  their  business  is  expanding 
rapidly  in  Columbia  township,  which 
tends  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  property 
as  well  as  increasing  the  advantages  of  the 
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village  of  West  View. 

In  1886  Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  Miss 
jNT el  lie  Charter.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  party. 


E'DWARD  HILDEBRAND.  Among 
the  most  progressive  of  Lorain 

i county’s  native-born  young  men, 

none  stands  more  prominent  than 
this  gentleman.  lie  was  born  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Black  River  township  July 
27,  1856,  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza 
(Applemann)  Hildebrand,  natives  of  Hes- 
sen, Germany. 

The  father,  who  was  by  trade  a ship 
carpenter,  when  a young  man  came  in  1841 
with  his  father,  Edward  David  Hilde- 
brand, to  America  and  to  Ohio,  settling  on 
a farm  in  Black  River  township,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1879; 
he  was  an  active,  intelligent,  thorough- 
going man,  commanding  the  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  who  elected  him  to  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  township  trustee. 
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His  widow  is  yet  living.  They  had  a 
family  of  six  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing is  a brief  record:  Rowena  is  the 
wife  of  William  Fullmer,  of  Amherst 
township;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Bickel,  late  of  Black  River  township, 
Lorain  county;  Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of 
Henry  Plato,  of  North  Amherst;  Chris- 
tina is  the  wife  of  Adam  Jaeger,  also  of 
North  Amherst;  Minnie  died  young;  Ed- 
ward is  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
memoir. 

Edward  Hildebrand  has  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  including  stock  rais- 
ing, and  is  now  the  owner  of  a tine  stock 
farm  of  eighty-eight  acres  in  Black  River 
township,  Lorain  county,  well  watered  by 
Beaver  and  Wind  creeks.  In  July,  1878, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
Wernert,  a native  of  Germany,  and  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Dora  (Ilett)  Wernert, 
who  came  from  the  Fatherland  with  their 
family  in  1872;  the  father  died  in  18S8, 
and  the  mother  is  yet  living  in  North 
Amherst.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Hildebrand  have  been  born  seven  children, 
namely:  Lizzie,  Montana,  Phillip,  Henry, 
Pardina,  Willie  and  Esther.  The  parents 
are  members  of  St.  Peter’s  Lutheran 
Church  of  North  Amherst.  Mr.  Hilde- 
brand is  a member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  and 
I.  O.  G.  T. ; in  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
but  in  local matters  he  in  variably  votes  for 
the  man  on  his  individual  merits  without 
regard  to  his  political  status. 


Jj 


HI  ALSEY  GARFIELD,  a prosperous 
1 representative  agriculturist  of  Shef- 
1 field  township,  is  a native  of  same, 
born  December  24,  1823. 

His  father,  Milton  Garfield,  was 
born  in  1792,  in  Tyringham,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  reared  and  educated,  and  whence  in 
1815  he  came  to  Ohio,  first  locating  in 
Lake  county,  and  then,  in  1816,  settling  i 


in 


Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  bought  a quantity  of  unimproved  land. 


lie  was  married  in  Avon  township,  in 
May,  1820,  to  Miss  Tetnpe  Williams,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  1800,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Hamlin) 
Williams,  also  of  Massachusetts,  who  came 
with  their  family  to  Avon  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  where  the  father  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  the  rest  of  his 
days.  He  died  in  November,  1862;  his 
widow  is  yet  surviving,  now  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-three  years,  though 
still  retaining  her  mental  faculties  to  a 
wonderful  degree.  II.  II.  Williams,  of 
Avon  township,  is  her  brother.  “ Col.” 
Garfield  (as  he  was  best  known)  was  ori- 
ginally a Whig,  afterward,  on  the  organ- 
ization of  the  party,  a Republican,  and  he 
served  as  county  commissioner.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Milton  Garfield  were  born  six 
children — three  sons  and  three  daughters 
— of  whom  the  following  is  a brief  rec- 
ord: (1)  Henry  W . was  reared  in  Lorain 
county,  and  in  1849  went  to  California, 
whence  he  returned  home  in  1869;  he 
died  in  1892.  (2)  Halsey  is  the  subject 

of  this  sketch.  (3)  Eliza  Paulina  is  the 
wife  of  George  F.  Smith,  and  they  occupy 
the  old  homestead.  (4)  Fannie  M.  was 
the  wife  of  Graham  Harris;  she  died  in 
1870.  (5)  Daniel  W.  is  a farmer  in  Shef- 
field township.  (6)  Julia  C.  is  the  wife 
of  Edward  Root,  also  of  Sheffield  town- 
ship. 

Halsey  Garfield  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation at  the  schools  of  Sheffield  township, 
and  in  his  youth  taught  both  in  Huron 
and  Lorain  counties,  Ohio;  he  also  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter.  Afterward  he  was 
for  years  engaged  in  selling  goods  at 
French  Creek,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  since 
1863  he  has  carried  on  farming  operations 
in  Sheffield  township.  In  all  his  under- 
takings he  has  deservedly  prospered. 

In  1855  he  was  married,  in  his  town- 
ship, to  Miss  Harriet  Root,  daughter  of 
William  11.  and  Sarah  Eliza  (Case)  Root, 
natives  of  Sheffield,  Mass.,  the  father  born 
in  1803,  died  in  1889;  the  mother  was 
called  from  earth  in  1833,  when  Mrs. 
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Harriet  Garfield  was  an  infant.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Garfield  were  born  four  children: 
Jessie,  a teacher  of  music,  and  who  is  a 
pupil  of  the  Oberlin  Conservatory  of 
Music;  Shirley;  William  M.,  a graduate 
of  Oberlin  College,  class  of  1S89;  and 
Tempe  F.,  also  a graduate  of  Oberlin 
College,  class  of  1891,  and  who  is  now  a 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Batavia,  111.  The 
mother  of  these  passed  away  March  7, 
1889.  In  politics  Mr.  Garfield  is  a lie- 
publican,  and  has  served  his  township  as 
trustee  three  terms,  and  as  assessor  two 
terms. 


If  \\  L.  FAY,  attorney  at  law,  as  one 
V/M  the  influential  citizens  of  Lorain 
Mj  county,  deserves  a place  in  this 
volume. 

The  first  of  the  Fay  family  to  land  in 
America  was  John  Fay,  who  came  from 
England,  A.  I).  1656  in  the  good  ship 
“Speedwell,  ” and  settled  in  Massachusetts. 
From  him  descended  in  a direct  line  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  as  follows:  John, 
Jr.,  James,  Daniel,  Aaron  (great-grand- 
father, who  married  Rebecca  Winslow), 
Lyman  (grandfather,  born  in  Vermont), 
Winslow  (father),  and  Winslow  Lamartine 
(subject),  the  eighth  of  his  generation  in 
America. 

Dr.  Ly  man  Fay  (grandfather)  came  to 
Ohio  in  1815,  and  soon  after  located  at 
Milan,  Erie  county.  lie  soon  gained  a 
wide  reputation  as  a physician  and  busi- 
ness man.  In  addition  to  his  professional 
labors  he  kept  a drug  and  general  store,  a 
lame  grain  warehouse,  and  was  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Milan  Canal  which,  before 
the  days  of  railroads,  made  Milan  the  prin- 
cipal grain  market  of  northern  Ohio.  lie 
accumulated  a large  property,  and  died  of 
cholera  September  2,  1854.  On  July  21, 
1816,  he  married  Catherine  Kellogg,  who 
survived  him,  dying  December  3,  1862. 

Joseph  Brooks  (maternal  grandfather) 
came  to  Ohio  from  eastern  Yew  York  at 


an  early  day;  his  wife  was  Rachel  Barnum 
of  Danbury,  Conn.,  related  to  Phineas  T. 
Barnum,  the  great  showman. 

Winslow  Lamartine  Fay,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Clarkstield, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  September  12, 1848,  a son 
of  Winslow  and  Mary  Ann  (Brooks)  Fay. 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  April  21, 
3817,  on  the  Huron  river,  at  Avery,  near 
Milan,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  and  died  August  4, 
1884.  lie  (the  father)  was  the  oldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children.  lie  was  a mer- 
chant during  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
but  during  his  later  years  was  engaged  in 
farming.  lie  was  married  January  6, 
1839,  to  Mary  Ann  Brooks,  who  was  born 
at  Florence,  Ohio,  December  30,  3 818,  and 
died  May  4,  1878.  The  mother  was  edu- 
cated at  the  seminary  conducted  by  Dr. 
Monteith  of  Elyria,  who  at  that  early  day 
was  widely  known  as  a successful  and 
thorough  instructor.  W.  L.  was  the  second 
of  three  sons  who  grew  to  manhood.  He 
received  a liberal  education  at  Oberlin 
College,  and  during  his  vacations  taught 
school  for  a number  of  years  in  Huron  and 
Lorain  counties.  When  just  past  sixteen 
years  of  age,  becoming  dissatisfied  with 
farm  life,  he  asked  the  consent  of  his 
father  to  be  allowed  to  start  out  and  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world;  the  consent  was 
kindly  granted,  and  without  further  aid, 
by  perseverance  and  hard  study  and  close 
application,  he  provided  means  to  secure  his 
own  education,  and  obtain  his  profession. 
He  read  law  with  Hon.  John  C.  Hale,  then 
of  Elyria,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1870  under  twenty-two  years  of  age; 
for  four  years  thereafter  he  practiced  his 
profession  with  his  preceptor,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  opened  an  office  on  his  own 
account.  Fp  to  1879  he  did  a successful 
general  practice;  but  close  confinement  to 
office  and  professional  work  seriously  af- 
fecting his  health,  he  gradually  gave  his 
attention  to  other  matters  less  confining, 
until  now  his  law  practice  occupies  only  a 
small  portion  of  his  time.  He  is  the  in- 
j ventor  of  the  Fay  Sulky  Scraper  for  mov- 
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ing  earth,  and  was  engaged  in  its  manu- 
facture for  several  years.  Afterward  lie 
invented  the  “Fairy  Tricycle”  for  ladies, 
girls  and  cripples,  which  he  manufactured 
in  lame  numbers,  and  which  have  been 
sold  extensively  all  over  this  country,  and 
many  shipped  to  foreign  lands.  Fie  or- 
ganized the  Fay  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
was  principal  owner  of  same  until  he  sold 
his  entire  interest  in  December,  1891.  A 
short  time  previous  to  this  he  bought  the 
controlling  interest  in  The  Elyria  Stone 

O «/ 

Co.,  which  has  extensive  quarries  at  Graf- 
ton, Ohio,  and  he  now  holds  the  offices  of 
secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of  said 
Company.  Since  his  connection  with  this 
Company  the  plant  has  been  greatly  en- 
larged and  improved,  and  the  business  very 
much  increased.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  Babbitt  metal  under 
the  firm  name  and  style  of  W.  L.  Fay  & 
Co.,  which  business  he  has  conducted  since 
1876.  He  has  also  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ino-  all  his  life,  he  now  owning  an  inter- 
eet  in  a large  grape  farm  on  Avon  Point, 
I,orain  county;  he  also  has  vessel  interests 
on  the  lakes,  and  has  many  other  invest- 
ments that  require  more  or  less  time.  In 
addition  to  his  business  Mr.  Fay  has  found 
leisure  to  travel  quite  extensively,  he  hav- 
ing visited  and  traveled  over  the  greater 
portions  of  this  country,  of  interest,  and  a 
considerable  part  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Fay  was  first  united  in  marriage  in 
May,  1878,  to  Emma  A.  Vincent,  who 
died  in  June,  1879,  leaving  to  his  care  an 
infant  daughter — Mary  Emma.  He  was 
married,  the  second  time,  in  1886,  to 
Ophelia  Goss  Lawrence,  a daughter  of 
Kev.  John  Lawrence,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Yt. 
His  present  wife  was  the  fifth  of  a family 
of  eight  children,  and  was  born  at  Wilton, 
Me.,  during  her  father's  pastorate  at  that 
place.  Her  father,  Eev.  John  Lawrence, 
is  a direct  descendant  of  John  Lawrence, 
born  at  Wisset,  England,  in  1609,  and  who 
soon  afterward  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Watertown,  Mass.  Her  mother 
was  Nancy  Temple  Wakefield,  of  Heading, 


Mass.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Fay 
has  four  children:  Lamartine  Brooks,  and 
Lawrence  Temple  (twins),  Rachel  Char- 
lotte, and  Florence. 

Politically  our  subject  is  one  of  the 
stanchest  Republicans,  although  he  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Lodges  of  his  place, 
and  in  this  has  followed  in  the  line  of  his 
forefathers  as  far  back  as  he  has  any  record ; 
is  also  a member  of  a number  of  other 
secret  Societies.  He  is  the  examiner  of 
the  Savings  Deposit  Bank  of  Elyria;  one 
of  the  directors,  secretary  and  attorney  for 
the  Elyria  Savings  and  Loan  Co.,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  founders;  is  also  director 
in  a number  of  other  enterprises  of  which 
he  is  a member.  Whatever  business  he 
has  undertaken,  he  has  made  a success  of, 
and  those  that  know  him  best  are  his  best 
friends.  Mr.  Fay  is  a thorough  believer 
in  temperance,  and  at  all  times  is  ready 
and  willing  to  lend  his  aid  in  anything 
that  will  help  remove  the  curse  of  this 
evil  from  the  land,  although  he  does  not 
follow  all  the  ideas  that  are  advocated  by 
extremists  in  this  direction;  he  is  also  a 
believer  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  but  has 
never  united  with  any  Church.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Gospel  News  Co.,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  publishers  of  the  Gospel 
News , a weekly  religious  paper  which  was 
started  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
Christian  reading  matter  to  the  masses,  at 
a low  price. 


H NTON  JUNGBLFTII,  a prosper- 
// V ous  farmer  of  Sheffield  township, 
lj  1\  where  he  owns  and  operates  a highly 
//  cultivated  farm  of  250  acres,  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  in  1S4S. 

Anton  Jungbluth,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  Prussia  during  Christmas  week  of 
1802.  In  his  native  land  he  was  a grape 
grower,  a business  he  followed  there  with 
considerable  success.  In  1852  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  comincr  to  Lorain 
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couuty,  Ohio,  where  in  Sheffield  township 
he  settled  on  a farm  of  twenty-live  acres, 
then  all  in  the  woods,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved,  and  where  he  carried  on 
general  farming.  In  politics  he.  is  a Demo- 
crat, in  religion  a Catholic.  lie  married 
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Maggie  Sell uver,  and  their  children  were 
as  follows:  John,  living  with  subject; 
Nicholas,  in  saloon  business  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  Peter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty 
years;  and  Anton.  The  father  is  yet  living 
in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health;  the 
mother  died  February  13,  1892. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county,  whither 
he  had  come  when  about  four  years  old, 
and  he  has  been  an  agriculturist  from  the 

o 

time  he  left  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty - 
live  years  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  Young,  born  in  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  by  her 
has  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Anna, 
Mary,  Catherine,  John,  Bernard  and 
Francis.  Mr.  Jungbiuth  has  been  very 
successful  at  his  occupation,  and  the  old 
homestead  of  twenty-five  acres  which  he 
bought  he  lias  added  to  from  time  to  time 
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till  he  has  now’  250  acres,  as  already  re- 
lated. He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  in  politics  a Democrat,  and  he  is 
a member  of  the  school  board. 


I R.  BARROWS,  one  of  the  most  pros- 
l | perousof  the  well-to-do  agriculturists 
of  Avon  township,  came  here  in  July, 
1828,  from  Genesee  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  in  1821.  He  is  a son 
of  Adnah  and  Clarissa  (Day)  Barrows, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Connecticut  and 
Bennington,  Yt.  Joseph  Day,  grandfather 
of  subject,  who  was  originally  from  Massa- 
chusetts, served  as  a soldier  throughout 
the  entire  Revolutionary  war,  and  after  the 
close  of  the  struggle  settled  in  Bennington, 
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V ermont,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-  ! 
three  years. 


Adnah  Barrows,  father  of  subject,  when 
a boy,  in  1811,  moved  to  New  York  State, 
and  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  for  which 
he  received  a pension.  He  was  married  in 
that  State  to  Miss  Clarissa  1 >ay,  and  in 
1828  they  came  to  Avon  township,  Lorain 
county,  settling  in  the  woods  where  they 
cleared  a farm.  Here  the  father  passed 
from  earth  October  3,  1856,  the  mother 
November  26,  1882.  They  had  a family 
of  six  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
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turity,  as  follows:  J.  II.;  Lyman,  who  went 
in  1883  to  Shiawassee  county,  Mich.,  where 
he  died  about  1889;  Hemau,  residing  in 
Avon  township;  Lydia,  widow  of  Jacob 
Walker,  of  Amherst  township;  and  Eliza, 
wife  of  Edward  S.  Fitch,  of  Avon  town- 
ship. 

J.  R.  Barrows,  our  subject,  as  will  be 
seen,  was  seven  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Avon  township,  where  he  received  such 
education  as  the  primitive  district  schools 
of  those  early  times  afforded.  lie  was 
carefully  trained  to  the  pursuits  of  the 
farm,  and  has  made  agriculture  the  vocation 
I of  his  life,  remaining  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  1852,  in  which  year  he  took 
possession  of  his  present  farm  in  the  same 
township.  His  property  at  first  numbered 
fifty- three  acres,  to  which  he  from  time  to 
time  added  until  now  ho  is  the  owner 
of  11-1  acres,  all  in  an  advanced  state  of 
cultivation.  In  1814  our  subject  was 
married  in  Avon  towilship,  Lorain  county, 
to  Miss  Melvina  P.  Sawyer,  daughter  of 
John  Sawyer,  of  New  York  State.  To  this 
union  were  born  four  children,  viz.:  War- 
ren J.,  who  died  in  1872  in  Erie  county, 
N.  Y.;  Ellen  C.,  who  married  John  S. 
Blackwell,  and  died  in  1882;  Henry  J., 
residing  in  Lorain;  and  Marietta,  wife  of 
F.  H.  Richardson,  of  Tampico,  Whiteside 
Co.,  111.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
1860,  and  in  1861  Mr.  Barrows  wedded 
Mrs.  Eunice  (Royce)  Griswold,  widow  of 
L.  S.  Griswold,  and  she  dying  in  1882,  our 
subject  married,  in  1883,  for  his  third 
j wife,  Mrs.  Aurelia  (Terrell)  Sawyer, 
j daughter  of  Willis  Terrell  (an  early 
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pioneer  of  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain 
county),  and  widow  of  Philip  Sawyer. 
There  are  no  children  by  the  last  two  mar- 
riages. In  his  political  preferments  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  has  served  as 
trustee  and  assessor  of  his  township  several 
terms.  In  Church  relationship  he  is  a 
Baptist,  Mrs.  Barrows  being  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church. 


M.  ANDRESS,  the  popular  and  en- 
terprising liveryman  of  Elyria,  is  a 
native  of  Henrietta  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  born  in  1855,  a 
son  of  Carlo  and  Weltha  (Smith) 
Andress.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer, 
was  born  in  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1801, 
one  of  a family  of  ten  children,  came  to 
Ohio  in  1817,  and  died  November  8, 1870; 
the  mother  died  April  21,  1871. 

H.  M.  Andress  received  a liberal  com- 
mon-school education,  and  in  early  youth 
commenced  commercial  life.  For  a time 
he  owned  a half  interest  in  a grocery, 
which  he  sold  out  to  Henry  Wnrst,  and 
purchased  a share  in  a livery,  with  Jno.  T. 
Houghton ; but,  his  partner  subsequently 
retiring,  our  subject  was  left  with  his  in- 
terest, and  has  continued  the  business  alone 
ever  since.  The  livery  is  one  of  the  best 
equipped  in  Northern  Ohio,  and  enjoys  a 
wide  and  lucrative  patronage.  Soon  after 
commencing  in  this  line  Mr.  Andress  opened 
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an  emporium  for  vehicles,  handling  all  kinds 
of  carriages,  buggies, road  wagons,  farm  wag- 
ons, sulkies,  etc.,  in  which  he  has  met  with 
well-merited  success,  selling  both  wholesale 
and  retail.  He  has  also  traded  consider- 
ably in  horses — buying  and  selling.  In 
connection  he  also  opened  out  a harness 
shop  in  the  lower  story  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Block,  in  the  fall  of  1891,  which,  like  all 

onounced  suc- 
nry  Wurst  he 
purchased  the  “Beebe  House,”  the  leading 
hotel  in  Elyria,  which  at  considerable  out- 


his  other  enterprises,  is  a 
cess.  In  company  with  I 
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lay  they  repaired  and  refitted,  and  it  now 
stands  second  to  none  in  the  county  as  a 
first-class  hotel. 

II.  M.  Andress  and  Miss  M.  G.  Boyn- 
ton, also  a native  of  Elyria,  were  united  in 
marriage  July  9,  1878,  and  three  children 
have  been  born  to  them:  Maude,  Jeaneand 
George. 

Joshua  Boynton,  father  of  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Andress,  was  born  in  IViscasset,  Maine,  in 
1811;  her  mother,  Barbara  (Arman)  Boyn- 
ton, was  born  in  Germany.  Of  Mr.  An- 
dress it  can  be  truthfully  said,  that  as  a 
“hustler”  in  business,  and  in  financiering, 
he  is  a leader  in  the  county,  and,  although 
yet  a young  man,  he  is  owner  of  consider- 
able property  besides  his  business  inter- 
: ests.  He  claims  he  has  “ never  yet  been 
j guilty  of  voting  for  a Democrat,  except 
! for  corporation  or  county  offices;”  so  to 
particularize  his  politics  would  indeed  be 
superfluous. 


L.  IIECOCK,  a rising  and  popular 
young  attorney  of  Lorain,  comes  of 
an  old  family  in  Lorain  county,  his 
grandfather  having  been  a pioneer 
of  Sheffield  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  21, 
18G9,  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  a son  of  I.  B.  and  Mary  (Drake) 
ILecock.  He  was  educated  at  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township,  and  also  at 
the  Union  schools  of 'Elyria,'  where  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1889.  He  taught 
school  during  the  winter  1889-90,  and  in 
1890  commenced  the  study  of  law  under 
Mayor  Thompson,  of  Lorain.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  December,  1892.  By 
dintof  hard  study  and  close  reading  of  books, 
both  literary  and  legal,  Mr.  Ilecock  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  a good  professional  edu- 
cation, and  at  the  same  time  assisted  in  the 
support  of  his  parents.  He  has  manifested 
a special  aptitude  for  mastering  the  techni- 
calities of  law,  and  has  succeeded  in  win- 
ning the  confidence  and  friendship  of  a 
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wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  which  speaks 
well  for  his  prospects  in  his  business,  and  he 
already  enjoys  a creditable  clientage,  lie 
is  an  advanced  member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F., 
being  a member  of  Subordinate  Lodge, 
Encampment,  and  Daughters  of  Rebekah, 
and  a member  of  the  Jr.  0.  IT.  A.  AI.  In 
the  spring  of  1893  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  since  the  time  that 
he  commenced  to  study  law.  On  Septem- 
ber 30,  1893,  Air.  Hecock  was  married  to 
Miss  Annabel  Burrell,  formerly  of  Shef- 
field, the  daughter  of  I.  II.  Burrell  and 
Hanna  (Hall)  Burrell. 


Tp^LEAZER  ABBE,  one  of  the  best- 
known  and  most  highly  respected  of 
L — <j  the  retired  agriculturists  of  Lorain 
county,  was  born  December  28, 
1805,  in  Lisle,  Broome  Co.,  X.  Y.,  a son 
of  xVbel  Abbe,  who  was  born  in  Windham, 
Conn.,  August  7,  1707. 

Solomon  Abbe,  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  a native  of  the  “ Xu t meg  State,”  where 
he  married  and  had  three  children,  viz.: 
One  son,  Abel,  and  two  daughters,  Esther 
and  Rena.  Abel  Abbe  was  married  August 
26,  1789,  in  Connecticut,  to  Mariam  Bing- 
ham, a native  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  born 
April  29,  1772,  and  the  children  of  this 
union  were  as  follows:  Lura,  born  January 
20,  1791,  died  in  1888;  Rena,  born 
August  31,  1792;  Linda,  born  July  5, 
1794  ; Origin,  born  April  20,  1796; 
Charles,  born  May  3.  1798;  William,  born 
April  15,  1S00;  Phoebe,  born  February 
11,  1802;  Foster,  born  January  23,  1804; 
Eleazer,  subject;  Abel,  born  February.  15, 
1808;  Luther,  born  August  5.  1811,  and 
Matilda,  born  June  11.  1813.  The  parents 
both  died  in  Ohio,  the  father  in  1845  at 
the  home  of  his  son  Eleazer.  the  mother 
in  1854,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  Ma- 
tilda, in  Elyria.  Abel  Abbe  followed 
farming  in  Connecticut,  whence  in  the 


early  part  of  this  century  he  moved  toXew 
York  State,  where  he  carried  on  a sawmill 
and  woolen  mill.  In  1817  he  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  in  what  is  now  Lake  county, 
and  opening  in  Madison  township  a black- 
smith shop,  but  agricultural  pursuits  were 
his  chief  life  work.  In  his  political  af- 
filiations he  was  a Jackson  Democrat,  and 
in  his  military  experience  he  was  a captain 
of  cavalry  in  the  Connecticut  militia. 

Eleazer  Abbe,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  his  education  at  a pub- 
lic school  taught  by  his  sister  Linda,  first 
held  in  a loo-  schoolhouse,  afterward  in  a 
frame  one.  On  reaching  maturity  he  com- 
menced  life  for  his  own  account.  In  1831 
he  came  to  Lorain  county,  and  purchased 
a sixty-acre  tract  of  land  in  Elyria  town- 
ship, where  he  nowresides,  and  also  twenty- 
one  acres  adjoining,  on  credit.  In  addition 
to  his  farming  interests  he  did  considerable 
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teaming,  and  among  numerous  other 
articles  he  brought  from  a distance  was  the 
first  stove  seen  or  used  in  Elyria,  and  also 
a pair  of  forge  hammers  and  collars,  haul- 
ing the  latter  articles  from  the  Geauo-a 
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furnace.  He  also  carried  loads  of  the  prod- 
uct of  the  Elyria  furnace  to  Ashland, 
Wayne  county,  which  he  would  trade  for 
produce.  In  this  manner  he  succeeded  in 
paying  for  his  land  purchase.  lie  and  his 
brother  also  hauled  timber  to  Elyria,  to  be 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  earlier  build- 
ings, and  in  1S39  they  were  among  the 
contractors  for  the  macadamizing  of  the 
Maumee  road.  Air.  Abbe  also  furnished 
wood  for  the  Geauga  furnace,  as  well  as 
ore.  To  Pittsburgh  he  carried  produce  by 
team,  the  trip  usually  consuming  some 
nine  or  ten  days. 

In  1849,  the  year  of  the  “gold  fever.” 
he  embarked  at  Cleveland  on  the  sailing 
vessel  “ Eureka,”  for  a voyage  to  Califor- 
nia. They  went  through  the  canals  and 
down  the  St.  Lawrence  river  to  Quebec, 
where  they  remained  acoupleof  weeks,  and 
then  proceeded  down  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  When  they 
arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Horn,  they 
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found  that,  owing  to  a dense  fog  prevail- 
ing, they  had  to  “double”  it,  instead  of 
passing  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan, 
the  shorter  route.  Finally,  after  a voyage 
of  nine  months,  our  subject  reached  San 
Francisco,  from  where  after  landing  he 
proceeded  at  once  to  the  gold  mines,  ami 
after  a time  returned  to  San  Franci'sco  for 
the  winter.  In  the  following  spring  he 
ascended  the  Yuba  river;  thence  to  Feather 
river;  thence  to  ]Srelson  creek,  spending 
the  ensuing;  winter  again  in  San  Francisco. 
In  1851  he  concluded  to  return  home,  and 
took  passage  on  the  steamer  “Republic” 
at  ’Frisco  for  Panama.  A short  time  after 
taking  the  steamer,  she  sprang  a leak  in 
mid-ocean,  owing  to  her  having  run  against 
a rock  on  the  previous  trip.  She  was  kept 
afloat  by  hard  pumping,  and  was  run  ashore 
at  Acapulco  bay,  right  on  the  beach,  for 
repairs.  The  passengers  were  sent  ashore 
with  all  their  bedding.  In  an  hour  after- 
ward  her  stern  went  down.  There  on  the 
beach  they  saw  the  old  bark  “Eureka”; 
they  say  that  the  passengers  were  about  to 
mutiny  with  their  captain.  ITe  (the  cap- 
tain) gave  up  his  bark,  and  ran  off  across 
Mexico.  Mr.  Abbe  and  the  rest  went  to 
Panama  on  a Panama  boat  of  the  same 
line,  which  left  San  Francisco  two  weeks 
later.  They  crossed  the  Isthmus,  thence 
Mr.  Abbe  sailed  for  New  York,  and  from 
there  traveled  by  rail  homeward.  He  was 
absent  about  three  years,  during  which 
time  he  made  good  wages,  but  experienced 
great  hardships  and  many  trials.  After  his 
return  he  devoted  himself  almost  exclu- 
sively to  agricultural  pursuits,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  retirement  from  active  life,  and 
his  line  farm  of  300  acres  in  Elyria  town- 
ship is  now  carried  on  by  his  sons,  Horace 
and  Norman. 

On  October  31,  1835,  Mr.  Abbe  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsy  Wil- 
cox, a native  of  Cornwall,  Conn.,  born 
March  21,  1807,  but  a resident  of  Elyria, 
Ohio,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  A rec- 
ord  of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Abbe  is  as  follows:  Mary  D.  (Mrs. 
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John  IT.  Taylor,  of  Ridge viffe)  was  born 
April  3,  1837;  Horace,  born  November 
24,  1840,  was  married  February  10,  1870, 
to  Mary  A.  Aston,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren: II.  Nelson,  Norah  1).,  Eula  1>.  and 
Jane  A.;  Norman,  born  March  19,  1842, 
was  married  October  15,  1868,  to  Mabel  A. 
Taylor,  of  Perkins  township,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio  (they  live  on  the  homestead);  George 
was  born  September  30,  1843,  and  John 
on  December  30,  1845.  In  his  political 
preferences  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  an 
old-school  Democrat. 

Norman  Abbe,  the  well-known  stock- 
man  and  farmer,  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion at  the  schools  of  Elyria,  and  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm,  which  he  and  his 
brother  Horace  operate,  and  where  they  are 
engaged  in  the  breeding  of  tine  cattle,  in 
addition  to  carrying  on  general  agriculture. 
Politically  Mr.  Abbe  is  a Democrat,  and 
he  is  a member  of  the  Disciple  Church. 


d JOSEPH  BALDAUF,  one  of  the  fore- 
j most  among  tne  German  residents  of 
1 Russia  township,  was  born  December 
23,  1843,  in  Bavaria,  Germany.  His 
father,  also  named  Joseph,  died  when  our 
subject  was  three  years  of  age,  and  the 
mother  afterward  married  Joseph  Haller. 
In  1852  the  family,  consisting  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Haller,  two  sons  and  five  daughters, 
immigrated  to  America,  sailing  from  Bre- 
men  and  landing  in  New  York  after  an 
ocean  voyage  of  four  weeks.  From  New 
York  they  came  westward,  by  canal  and 
lake  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  thence  to  Avon 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  Mr.  Haller 
bought  twenty-five  acres  of  land. 

Joseph  Baldauf  had  attended  school  in 
his  native  country,  but  after  their  emi- 
gration to  the  ETnited  States  received  no 
educational  advantages  whatever,  though 
at  that  time  he  was  but  eight  years  of 
age.  He  was  put  to  work,  giving  such 
assistance  on  the  farm  as  he  was  able,  and 
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when  fifteen  years  old  started  out  in  life 
for  his  own  account.  For  two  years  he 
was  employed  by  George  Bryant,  of  Am- 
herst township,  then  going  to  Oberlin 
hired  out  as  a farm  hand  in  .Russia  town- 
ship, receiving  twenty  dollars  a month  for 
three  years.  On  November  22,  1864,  he 
married  Theresa  Schmidt,  a native  of 
Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Schmidt,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage bought  a farm  of  fifty  acres,  the 
“Schmidt  Homestead,”  where  he  has  since 
resided.  In  1878  he  erected  his  pleasant 
residence,  and  has  made  many  other  im- 
provements on  the  place,  increasing  the 
area  of  the  farm  until  he  now  has  ISO 
acres  of  choice  arable  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldauf  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  named  children:  Mar- 
garet (wife  of  Joseph  Klinkshirn,  a farmer 
of  Avon  township),  Anna  (wife  of  Anton 
Klinkshirn,  of  Avon  township),  John  (a 
farmer),  Catherine,  Frank,  Willie,  Mary, 
Charley,  Elizabeth  and  Theresa,  all  living. 
Mr.  Baldauf  has  been  an  energetic,  in- 
dustrious farmer,  economical  from  boy- 
hood, and,  though  startincr  in  life  with 
nothing,  he  has  amassed  a comfortable 
competence.  Though  having  few  oppor- 
tunities for  an  education,  he  has,  by  ob- 
servation and  study,  acquired  a very  fail- 
store  of  practical  knowledge,  and  is  pos- 
sessed of  sound  judgment  and  good  com- 
mon sense.  Politically  he  is  a lifelong 
Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  is  a member 
of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Elyria.  During 
the  summer  of  1893  Mr.  Baldauf  paid  a 
visit  to  the  World’s  Fair,  Chicago. 


LEWIS  WISE,  a typical  self-made 
man,  and  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
j ous  farmers  in  Grafton  township, 
was  born  January  30,  1850,  in 
Wittenberg,  Prussia,  a son  of  Peter  Wise, 
w-ho  was  born  November  7,  1810,  also  in 
Wittenberg,  and  married  a native  of  that 
city  in  the  person  of  Miss  Louisa  Miller. 


In  1854  the  family,  consisting  of  father, 
mother  and  six  children — Louisa,  Fred- 
ericka,  Henry,  Lewis,  Frederick  and 
Crist — set  sail  from  Havre,  France,  for 
the  United  States,  and  after  a voyage  of 
twenty-one  days  landed  at  New  York, 
toward  the  latter  part  of  December.  From 
that  port  they  came  west  to  Liverpool, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  traveling  by  rail  to 
Cleveland,  from  which  point  Peter’s 
brother  brought  them  by  wagon  to  Liver- 
pool township,  Medina  county,  where  they 
arrived  on  Christmas  Day.  In  Germany 
Peter  Wise  had  been  well-to-do,  but 
through  going  security  for  a friend,  who 
afterward  failed  in  business,  he  lost  over 
two  thousand  dollars.  In  Liverpool  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  he  rented  a farm  for 
a short  time,  and  then  removed  to  Co- 
lumbia township,  Lorain  county,  later  com- 
ing to  Grafton  township,  same  county, 
where  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  wild  land 
on  credit,  and  here  lived  seven  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  to  the 
farm  whereon  he  died  August  8,  1S86; 
his  wife  had  passed  away  June  19,  1883, 
and  both  are  interred  in  Belden  cemetery. 
In  Ohio  the  family  was  increased  by  three 
children,  as  follow's:  Hannah  J.,  born 
September  11,  1857;  Catherine  S.,  born 
September  12,  1859.  and  Jacob  J.,  born 
July  24,  1864.  The  parents  were  hard- 
working, industrious  people  accumulating 
a comfortable  competence,  and  they  were 
honored  and  respected  by  all. 

Lewis  Wise,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  four  years  old  when  the 
family  came  from  Germany  to  America. 
In  course  of  time  he  and  his  brother  Henry 
purchased  land,  going  in  debt  nine  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars  for  it,  and  the 
predictions  of  many  were  that  “the  Wise 
boys  would  fail.”  But  these  ominous 
words  were  not  fated  to  come  true,  for  the 
“Wise  boys”  did  not  fail;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  succeeded,  by  dint  of  hard  work 
and  judicious  economy,  in  paying  off  every 
dollar  of  their  indebtedness.  At  the  end 
of  fifteen  years  (in  1886)  the  brothers  ef- 
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feeted  an  amicable  division  of  the  property, 
each  one  settling  on  his  own  share.  Our 

D 

subject  has  an  excellent  piece  of  land  and 
a comfortable  residence,  surrounded  with 
commodious  outbuildings,  including  a very 
line  barn,  and  everything  pertaining  to  a 
well-regulated  farm. 

On  January  6,  1874,  Mr.  "Wise  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Liverpool,  Ohio,  by 
Rev.  Scheliha,  with  Miss  Catherine  M. 
Law,  who  was  born  November  29,  1854, 
in  Grafton  township,  Lorain  county, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Law.  The  children' 
born  to  them  were  as  follows:  George  II., 
born  November  27,  1S74;  Clara  L.,  born 
September  19,  1S76,  deceased  December 
11,  1876;  Charles  W.,  born  October  26, 
1877;  Herman  J.  P.,  born  July  29.  1886; 
Louisa  A.,  born  March  21,  1884,  deceased 
July  13,  1886;  Eddie  J.,  born  October  6, 
1888;  and  Arthur  L.,  born  April  23,  1893. 
Politically  Mr.  Wise  is  a Democrat,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he 
has  been  trustee  for  over  ten  years. 


J EROME  MAN  VILLE,  a well-known 
member  of  the  agricultural  commun- 
ity of  LaGrange  township,  was  born 
May  28,  1823,  in  Jefferson  county, 
New  York. 


His  father,  Henry  Manville,  was  one  of 
a large  family  of  children  born  to  David 
Manville,  who  removed  from  Meriden, 
Conn.,  to  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  Henry 
Manville,  who  was  a farmer,  married  Miss 
Matilda  Wait,  and  they  had  seven  sons 
and  one  daughter,  as  follow’s:  Henry  W., 
of  Crawford  county,  Penn.;  George  C.,  of 
Amboy,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio;  a son  that 
died  in  infancy  unnamed;  Hiram  D.,  of 
Minnesota;  Jerome,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Milton,  a farmer  of  Crawford  county, 
Penn.;  Chester  Cl,  of  Elyria,  Ohio;  and 
Mary  M.,  deceased  in  Michigan,  who  first 
married  David  Ambrose,  and  later  Myron 
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Bronson.  Mr.  Manville  built  a sawmill 
on  his  farm  (which  was  a good  one),  and 
just  had  his  business  in  good  running 
order,  when  he  died,  on  February  23, 
1833,  aged  thirty-six  years.  After  the 
father’s  decease  the  family  became  scat- 
tered, and  the  widow  was  married  in  La- 
Grange,  Ohio,  to  R.  Humphrey,  moving 
to  Crawford  county,  Penn.  By  this  union 
she  bad  three  children,  viz.:  James  R.,  of 
Kansas;  a daughter  that  died  in  infancy, 
and  Orson,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The 
mother  died  July  3,  1866,  and  was  buried 
in  Center  cemetery. 

Jerome  Manville  attended  the  common 
schools  until  ten  years  of  age,  when  his 
father  died,  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
home  and  live  among  straDgers  and  rela- 
tives,  like  the  rest  of  the  family.  He 
spent  his  first  season  with  one  Rotiers,  a 
farm  agent,  and  then  made  his  home  for  a 
time  with  Nathan  P.  Johnson,  who  moved 
to  Ohio.  Our  subject  next  resided  with 
Dorastus  Waite,  and  in  February,  1835, 
came  with  him  to  Ohio,  walking  the 
greater  part  of  the  way.  After  his  arrival 
here  he  went  to  live  with  his  former  em- 
ployer, Nathan  P.  Johnson,  with  whom  he 
remained  till  lie  was  nearly  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  working  hard  and  saving  his 
earnings.  On  October  20,  1847,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cynthia  M. 
Merriam,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and 
Cynthia  (Johnson)  Merriam,  who  settled 
in  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
prior  to  1S30.  After  his  marriage  our 
subject  rented  the  farm  of  his  father-in- 
law,  and  made  his  home  thereon  until 
1849,  when  he  purchased  his  present  place, 
then  comprising  forty  acres,  which  he  has 
since  increased  to  110  acres. 

To  Jerome  and  Cynthia  M.  Manville 
were  born  children  as  follows:  Charles  D., 
born  July  16,  1848,  at  one  time  a tele- 
graph operator  in  the  employ  of  the  a Big 
Four”  Railway,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years;  and  Adelbert  B.,  born 
May  9,  1853,  Frederick  E.,  born  January 
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31,  1855,  Rector  J.,  born  November  19, 
1857,  and  Jennie  M.,  born  January  5, 
1802,  all  four  deceased  when  young.  The 
mother  of  these  died  November  30,  1890, 
and  was  buried  in  Center  cemetery,  and  on 
March  29,  1892,  Mr.  Manville  married 
M iss  Mary  J.  Thickstun,  a native  of  Craw- 
ford county,  Penn.,  daughter  of  William 
and  Rachel  (Freeman)  Thickstun. 

Mr.  Manville  has  also  two  houses  and 
lots  and  four  vacant  lots  in  LaGrange  vil- 
lage. Since  residing  on  Ids  present  place 
he  has  made  many  improvements  thereon. 
In  spite  of  his  lack  of  educational  advan- 
tages in  early  life,  he  has  acquired  a good 
practical  business  training,  and  this,  com- 
bined with  good  judgment  and  common 
sense,  lias  brought  him  success.  He  is  a 
man  of  much  natural  intelligence  and 
ability.  In  political  connection  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  is  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the 
office  of  steward;  Mrs.  Manville  is  a mem- 
ber ot  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  a Pro- 
hibitionist. 


E, 

and 

than 


J ACOB  P.  BRECKENRIDGE,  more 
familiarly  known  by  his  many  friends 
as  “Jake  Breckenridge,”  a name  as 
widely  known  as  his  many  kind  acts 
hospitable  deeds  are,  deserves  more 
a passing  notice  in  this  Commemora- 
tive Record. 

He  is  a native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  born  April  3,  1827,  in  Morristown, 
St.  Lawrence  county,  a son  of  Justin  and 
Elizabeth  K.  (Pohlman)  Breckenridge,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Lower  Canada 
(now  Province  of  Quebec)  in  August, 
1803,  of  German  parents.  Justin  Breck- 
enridge was  born  in  Bennington,  Art.,  July 
30,  1798,  a son  of  Daniel  Breckenridge, 
who  in  his  family  of  children  had  five 
sons — Norman,  Lewis,  Justin,  Daniel  and 
James — three  of  whom,  Norman,  Lewis 
and  Justin,  came  to  Lorain  county,  locat- 
ing in  Camden  township. 


Justin  Breckenridge  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  but  he  was  a natural  mechanic,  doing 
all  kinds  of  carpenter  work,  including  the 
building  of  barns,  etc.,  though  he  never 
learned  the  trade.  While  living  in  New 
York  State  eight  children  were  born  to 
this  old  pioneer  and  his  wife:  Daniel,  de- 

ceased in  Grafton  township;  Jacob  P., 
subject  of  this  memoir;  Cecilia,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Marlatt,  died  in  Michigan; 
Lewis,  an  attorney  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  who 
died  in  Cleveland,  where  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  library  for  some  time;  Nar- 
cissa,  wife  of  James  Golden,  residing  in 
Santa  Barbara,  Cal.;  Benjamin,  who  died 
in  Minnesota;  John,  a wholesale  merchant 
and  well-to-do  citizen  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
(jie  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Civil  war);  and 
Hannah,  Mrs.  William  Durand,  of  Ober- 
lin,  Ohio.  In  1841  the  family  came  to 
Ohio,  the  trip  from  Ogdensburg  (N.  Y.) 
to  Cleveland  being  made  by  boat,  and  from 
there  they  proceeded  by  road  to  Camden 
township,  Lorain  county,  making  a stay  at 
the  home  of  one  of  Justin’s  brothers.  Soon 
afterward  the  father  purchased  a farm  in 
Pittsfield  township,  but  after  a two  months’ 
residence  there  he  removed  to  Grafton 
township,  settling  about  half  a mile  south 
of  Rawsonville.  One  child  was  born  to 
him  in  Lorain  county,  named  Eleanor  S., 
now  Mrs.  Henry  II.  Hitchcock,  of  Grafton 
township.  Justin  Breckenridge  died  Jan- 
uary 30,  1874,  his  wife  in  1871,  and  they 
sleep  their  last  sleep  in  Nesbit  cemetery. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Politically  he  was  a Republican, 
originally  a Whig,  and  one  of  the  precinct 
voting  places  in  the  fall  of  1840,  for  the 
election  of  W.  II.  Harrison,  was  at  his 
house  in  New  York  State.  He  was  a hard- 
working man,  strong  and  muscular,  and 
possessed  of  wonderful  endurance. 

The  subject  proper  of  our  sketch  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  at  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his 

i • . . 

place  of  birth,  and  early  in  life  was  in- 
ducted into  the  mysteries  of  agricultural 
pursuits.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he 
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came  to  Ohio,  and  the  rest  of  his  boyhood 
and  his  youth  were  passed  in  the  then 
wilds  of  Grafton  township,  Lorain 
comity,  which  he  materially  assisted  in 
clearing  and  subduing  to  a condition  of 
fertility.  Until  1844  he  continued  to  live 
with  his  parents,  and  then  moved  to  his 
present  farm,  which  at  that  time  was 
covered  with  heavy  timber  and  under- 
growth, which  he  at  once  set  to  work  to 
clear.  Lie  has  cut  logs  on  this  farm  six 
feet  in  diameter  at  the  butt,  and  fifty-four 
feet  eight  inches  in  length,  to  the  first 
limb,  when  the  diameter  was  thirty-nine 
inches.  On  February  22,  1853,  INI r. 
Breckenridge  was  married  to  Fanny  Wood- 
mansee,  who  bore  him  three  children:  A 

daughter  that  died  in  infancy;  Lucy,  now 
Mrs.  Mathews,  of  Albion,  Mich.;  and 
Charles,  a farmer  of  Grafton  township, 
Lorain  county.  Mr.  Breckenridge  was  di- 
vorced from  this  wife,  and  he  subsequently 
married  Mrs.  Lucinda  (Darwin)  Blanchard, 
a widow  lady  of  LaG  range  township,  Lorain 
county.  Politically  our  subject  is  an  out- 
and-out  Republican,  and  he  says  that  as  a 
reader  for  many  years  of  the  Cleveland 
Leader  and  Elyria  Republican  he  is  thor- 
oughly convinced  that  his  political  lean- 
ings are  in  the  right  channel. 


'ERBERT  CHAPIN,  a representa- 
tive wide-awake  native-born  agri- 
L culturist  of  Lorain  county,  first  saw 
the  light  of  day  in  North  Amherst. 
February  25,  1854. 

He  is  a son  of  A.  and  Julia  (Broughton) 
Chapin,  the  former  a native  of  Massachu- 
setts, born  in  1816,  the  latter  of  Carlisle 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  born  in  1831. 
The  father  came  to  Lorain  county  in  1835, 
and  in  1851  married  Julia  Broughton, 
who  bore  him  children  as  follows:  Emma; 
Herbert;  Charles;  Anna,  wife  of  Frank 
Starr,  of  Camden  township.  Lorain  county; 
Mary,  at  home;  and  William,  attending 


college  at  Oberlin.  The  father  of  this 
family  was  a tanner  by  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  some  years  in  North  Amherst, 
and  then  removed  to  Brovmhelm  township 
where  he  is  yet  living  with  his  son  Her- 
bert. His  wife  died  in  1886.  Aaron 
Chapin,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came 
to  Lorain  county  in  an  early  day,  and  died 
here;  grandfather  Broughton  was  also  an 
early  settler  of  this  county. 

Herbert  Chapin  since  four  years  of  age 
has  lived  in  Brownhelm  township,  where 
he  received  his  education  and  was  inducted 
into  the  mysteries  of  the  farm.  He  is  one 
of  the  active  young  men  of  his  township, 
and  takes  a lively  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  advancement  and  pros- 
perity of  the  county,  advocating  good 
schools,  good  roads  and  all  else  tending  to. 
public  improvement.  He  is  a Republican 
in  his  political  affiliations,  and  a member 
of  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  Mr.  Chapin  is 
owner  of  a snug  farm  of  seventy -five  acres, 
all  under  fine  cultivation. 


ILL  I AM  BACON  is  one  of  the 
earliest  born  citizens  of  Lorain 
county,  having  first  seen  the  light 
in  1819,  in  Brownhelm  township, 
on  the  farm  whereon  he  now  lives,  located 
between  Brownhelm  postoffice  and  Bacon’s 
mills,  on  the  Vermillion  river. 

He  is  a son  of  Benjamin  Bacon,  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Old  Stock- 
bridge,  whence  in  1818  he  came  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Browmhelm  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  making  a settlement  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives,  hav- 
ing bought  wild  land  from  one  Henry 
Brown.  In  1820  he  erected  a mill  at  what 
is  known  as  “Mill  Hollow,”  on  the  Ver- 
million river,  and  about  1835  increased  its 
capacity  from  one  set  of  burrs  to  two  sets. 
Ten  years  later  he  equipped  it  with  modern 
improvements.  He  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, first  time  to  Ruth  Gilford,  who  was 
born  in  Lee,  Mass.,  in  1797,  and  died  in 
1819.  By  this  union  there  were  two  ehil- 
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dren:  William,  and  Mary  C.,  wife  of  J.  A. 
Perry.  For  liis  second  wife  Benjamin 
Bacon  married  Lydia  Atwater,  and  two 
children — Lydia  and  Samuel — were  born 
to  them.  For  his  third  wife  he  wedded 
Miss  Anna  W.  Graham,  a native  of  West 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren: T.  II. , Julia  and  Sarah.  The  father 
passed  away  in  1868  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years. 

Will  iam  Bacon,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  received  such  education  as  was 
obtainable  at  the  subscription  schools  of 
the  primitive  days  of  his  boyhood.  lu 
1841  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Cooper, 
and  four  children  were  the  results  of  their 
union,  as  follows:  (1)  William  S.,  married 
and  has  three  children — Leonard,  Ella  and 
Gertrude;  (2)  Lemuel,  now  living  in  Dover, 
Ohio;  (3)  Mary  R.,  wife  of  W.  II.  Moul- 
ten,  has  one  child — Ruth;  and  (4)  Benja- 
min A.,  has  two  children — Lottie  E.  and 
Edna  L.  Mr.  Bacon  in  his  political  pre- 
dilections was  in  his  early  days  an  Old- 
line  Henry  Clay  Whig,  and  of  late  years 
has  been  a stanch  Republican. 


LIYA  BROWN,  a highly  respected 
i citizen  of  Brownhelm  township,  is  a 

| native  of  New  York  State,  born  in 

Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  December  8, 
1830,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Adaline  (Peck) 
Brown. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  about  1836  came  to 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  the  town  of 
Florence  for  a time,  but  later  moving  to 
Vermillion,  same  county,  thence  to  Brown- 
helm  township.  Lorain  county.  In  1851 
he  moved  to  Marshall,  Mich.,  where  he 
died  in  1886  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  He  was  an  active  politician,  voting 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  II is  wife 
died  when  thirty-three  years  old.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Mary, 
widow  of  James  Raney;  Liva;  Jane,  who 


married  A.  Thompson,  and  afterward  mar- 
ried Nuten  Case  (she  lives  in  Marshall, 
Mich.);  Jerry,  in  Wisconsin;  and  Sallie, 
wife  of  Charles  Bodtish,  of  Vermillion, 
Ohio.  Both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject  died  in  New 
York  State. 

Liva  Brown,  whose  name  appears  at  the 
opening  of  this  sketch,  was  about  six  years 
old  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  Ohio. 
He  received  a fair  education  at  the  public 
schools,  and  was  trained  to  farming  pur- 
suits, but  for  about  thirty-one  years  de- 
voted his  time  chiefly  to  the  buying  and 
selling  of  wool,  live  stock,  etc.;  for  the 
past  few  years,  however,  he  has  withdrawn 
from  that  work  and  confined  himself  to 
farming,  as  better  suited  to  his  health.  In 
1851  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Clarissa 
Harris,  who  was  born  at  Berlin,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio,  February  13,  1832,  and  four  chil- 
dren— one  son  and  three  daughters — have 
been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  (1)  Jerry, 
born  December  6,  1851,  married  October 
11.  1882,  to  Lillie  L.  Penson  (they  have 
four  children:  Manda  S.,  Liva,  Orrin  D. 
and  Blanche);  (2)  Ara,  married  January  1, 
1872,  to  Wilber  Wood,  of  Brownhelm, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio  (two  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  a daughter,  Bertha,  born 
February  20,  1873,  and  a son,  Liva,  born 
in  1875,  and  died  in  1879;  Ara  Wood 
died  at  Cheboygan,  Mich.,  January  25, 
1885)*;  ( 3 1 Bertha,  born  May  16,  1859, 
married  May  23,  1880,  to  John  Hull,  of 
Brownhelm,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  died 
June  23,  1880;  and  (4)  Clara,  born  Octo- 
ber 13,  1869.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Brown  is  a Democrat. 


GA.  STITRTEVANT,  dealer  in  real 
estate,  in  the  town  of  Lorain,  is  de- 
I scended,  on  his  father’s  side,  from  an 
old  New  York  Dutch  family  who 
originally  spelled  their  name  Stuyvesant, 
of  whom  Peter  Stuyvesant,  the  last  Gov- 
enor  of  New  Netherland  (New  York),  was 
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a member.  A “Tree”  of  the  family,  now 
in  possession  of  one  of  them,  shows  their 
lineage  back  over  six  hundred  years. 

Asher  Sturtevant,  grandfather  of  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  If.  Y., 
and  married  an  Englishwoman  who  lived 
to  be  one  hundred  and  live  years  old.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  great-grandmother  was 
a full-blooded  French  woman,  while  on  his 
mother’s  side  he  comes  of  Welsh  and  Eng;- 
lish  ancestry. 

Horace  Sturtevant,  father  of  C.  A.,  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Weeks,  his  sec- 
ond wife;  they  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  was 
for  many  years  a farmer,  and  afterward  a 
watchman  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
in  Cleveland.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B.  Seventy -Sixth  O.  Y.  I.,  and  was 
under  Gens.  Osterhouse  and  Sherman. 
Afterward  he  was  transferred  to  Washing- 

O 

ton,  D.C.,  and  was  one  of  the  soldiers  who 
guarded  Lincoln  after  he  was  shot.  He 
served  in  the  army  nearly  live  years,  and 
then  received  an  honorable  discharge.  His 
widow  is  now  aged  seventy-two  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  yet 
livincr. 

C.  A.  Sturtevant  was  born  in  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  November  5,  1852,  and  came  west 
with  his  parents  when  seven  years  old. 
He  received  a fair  district-school  educa- 
tion, and  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and 
nineteen  had  to  work  hard  on  his  father's 
farm,  for,  being  the  eldest  in  the  family, 
and  his  father  much  disabled  through  ex- 
posure  while  in  the  army,  a great  deal  of 
the  duties  about  the  home  place  devolved 
on  him.  When  nineteen  years  old  he 
commenced  to  work  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Co.  in  Cleveland — first  as  timekeeper  and 
then  as  foreman.  On  leaving  this  he 
learned  the  trade  of  plumber,  gas  and 
steam  fitter;  but  abandoning  this  business 
he  took  up  that  of  contractor  and  builder, 
making  a good  success,  erecting  as  many 
as  forty-two  houses  in  one  year,  besides 


the  Gas  Works.  He  then  merged  into 
the  real-estate  business.  He  came  to  Lo- 
rain in  May,  1881,  and  has  been  identified 
with  a number  of  interests  since  livimr 

i ° 

here. 

lie  was  married  in  1876,  and  has  five 
children:  Ida,  Ada,  Ira,  Eva  and  Ora. 
Politically  our  subject  is  a Harrison  Re- 
publican, and  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of 
P..  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He 
had  a half-brother  who  died  in  1862  in 
Helena,  Ark.,  while  a soldier. 


Benjamin  wadsworth,  the 

largest  landowmer  among  the  agri- 
culturists  of  Lorain  county,  and  a 
most  progressive  and  enterprising 
citizen,  was  born  in  Becket,  Mass.,  May  16, 
1821,  a son  of  Lorin  Wadsworth,  also  a 
native  of  Becket.  where  he  was  born  in 
1800. 

Benjamin  Wadsworth,  grandfather  of 
subject,  came  from  the  East  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  and  took  up  land  in  Well- 
ington township,  whereon  he  lived  seventy 
years,  and  which  is  yet  known  as  the  old 
family  homestead.  His  son  Lorin  came 
west  in  about  the  year  1821,  and  made  his 
first  home  in  Lorain  county  in  the  log 
cabin  his  father  had  erected  in  Wellington 
township.  Here  he  carried  on  agriculture 
till  within  a short  time  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1862.  He  was  in  poli- 
tics originally  a Whig,  later  a Republican, 
and  in  church  affiliation  he  was  a Presby- 
terian. At  the  time  of  his  coming  to 
Wellington,  now  a flourishing  city,  there 
were  only  four  or  five  houses  in  the  place. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a 
liberal  public-school  education,  and  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm  till  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  old,  when  he  embarked  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  his  own  account,  his 
first  farm  comprising  ninety-five  acres  of 
wild  land,  to  which  he  from  time  to  time 
added  until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  1,01 1 
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acres,  making  Jiiin  the  largest  landowner 
in  the  farming  community  of  the  county. 
For  many  years  lie  reared,  grazed  and  sold 
sheep,  at  one  time. effecting  a sale  amount- 
ing to  four  thousand  dollars.  In  May, 
1851,  he  married  Miss  Maria  E.  Ames, 
who  was  born  in  Becket,  Mass.,  in  1825, 
and  they  have  two  children,  viz. : Elmer, 
married,  and  living  on  one  of  his  father’s 
farms;  and  Jane,  married  to  Frank  J. 
Eckels,  also  living  on  one  of  the  farms. 
Their  family  numbers  six  children,  named 
as  follows:  Elmer  P.,  Jennie  IV.,  Ilerron 
Ames,  Frank,  Jr.,  Maria  and  James  Starr. 
In  his  political  predilections  Mr.  Wads- 
worth is  a strong  Bepublican,  originally  an 
Old-line  Whig.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Conureuational  Church,  and  nave  four 
thousand  dollars  to  assist  in  building  their 
handsome  twenty  - four  - thousand  - dollar 
church  in  Wellington.  For  the  Civil  war 
he  furnished  a substitute,  paying  four 
hundred  and  twenty-live  dollars  for  the 
same,  besides  helping  the  cause  in  many 
other  ways.  Though  blind,  he  went  to 
the  “World’s  Fair,”  and  has  a very  good 
idea  of  its  wonderful  magnitude. 


QEORGE  CLIFTON.  Hot  in  Avon 
township,  nor  indeed  in  all  the 
county  of  Lorain,  is  there  to  be 
v found  any  citizen,  in  any  sphere  of 
life,  who  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
higher  degree  of  respect  than  was  in  his 
lifetime  the  gentleman  whose  name  here 
appears. 

Mr.  Clifton  was  born,  in  1813,  in 
Northamptonshire,  one  of  the  midland  coun- 
ties of  England,  a son  of  William  Clifton, 
a native  of  the  same  county,  where  during 
nearly  all  his  life  he  waseno-aued  in  a orient- 
tural  pursuits  and  gardening.  William  was 
theremarried,  andchildren  were  born  to  him 
as  follows:  William.  George,  John,  Fanny, 
Elizabeth,  Mary,  Rosana,  and  one  other 
daughter  whose  name  is  not  remembered. 
The  parents  died  in  England. 


At  about  the  age  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
George  Clifton  immigrated  to  America, 
and  after  landing  caine  at  once  westward 
to  Ohio,  making  a halt  in  Avon  township, 
Lorain  county.  Here  he  entered  the  serv- 
\ ice  of  Joel  Townshend,  remaining  with 
him  some  years,  earning  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  employer  by  his  steady 
habits  and  ploddino-  industry.  Leaving 
Mr.  T ownshend,  he  next  found  employ- 
ment on  a lake  vessel  in  the  capacity  of 
steward,  winning  durino-  his  stay  on  the 
■ ship  the  utmost  confidence  of  the  captain 
and  others,  by  his  characteristic  devotion 
to  his  duty,  and  his  obliging  manner  to  all 
alike. 

After  a residence  of  a year  or  two  in 
this  country,  our  subject  revisited  his  na- 
tive land,  where  he  married  Miss  Ann 
Moore,  a resident  of  Northamptonshire. 
The  young  couple  then  set  out  for  their 
new’  home  in  the  “Far  West,”  coming  di- 
rect  to  Lorain  county  and  to  Avon  town- 
ship. in  the  eastern  part  of  which  they 
made  a settlement.  Here  he  took  up 
agriculture,  which  he  followed  successfully 
until  retiring  from  active  work.  Moving 
to  the  present  homestead,  he  here  erected 
large  and  substantial  buildings,  and  here 
some  of  the  family  are  yet  living.  The 
children  born  to  George  Clifton  were  one 
son  that  died  in  infancy,  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Rosana,  now  Mrs.  E.  P.  Burrill,  of 
Sheffield  township.  The  mother  of  these 
dying  in  1856,  in  September,  1857,  Mr. 
Clifton  married  Miss  Bessie,  daughter  of 
John  Charlton,  of  Leicestershire,  England, 
by  which  union  there  were  three  children, 
viz.:  Alice  and  Lena  (deceased  in  in- 

fancy) and  S.  G.  (who  now  conducts  the 
home  farm). 

Mr.  Clifton  was  a representative  self- 
made  man — a pioneer  of  the  truest  type — 
whose  courage  and  perseverance,  coupled 
with  sound  judgment,  judicious  economy 
and  untiring  industry,  aided  him  in  his 
hard  struggle  to  found  a home.  “ He 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
several  terms,  was  auditor  of  the  county 


LOB  AIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


891 


four  years,  and  was  also  county  commis- 
sioner for  a term  or  two,  all  of  which  offices  he 
filled  with  ability  and  integrity.  * * He 
was  withal  a great  reader,  and  kept  him- 
self thoroughly  informed  not  only  on  the 
affairs  of  this  country,  but  of  European 
countries  as  well.  A stanch  Republican, 
lie  always  gave  our  Government  his  hearty 
support.  In  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he 
was  very  active  in  the  work  of  procuring 
recruits,  giving  more  than  any  other  man 
in  the  township  toward  raising  the  quota 
of  soldiers,  though  on  account  of  his  age 
not  subject  to  the  draft.  On  account  of 
his  knowledge  of  law,  and  also  his  abili- 
ties  as  a financier,  his  advice  was  sought 
by  many  who  always  found  him  a willing 
and  safe  adviser.  Much  more  might  be 
truly  said  in  praise  of  him,  but  time  for- 
bids. His  place  is  not  easily  filled.”  In 
1861  lie  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
equalization.  Mr.  Clifton  died  February 
7,1883. 


Betsy 

1805 


[f  ATI1ANIEL  TOMPKINS,  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  early  pioneer 
families  of  Eaton  township,  was 
born  in  1829  in  Tompkins  county, 
N.  Y.  His  parents,  Samuel  and 
(Tellis)  Tompkins,  were  born  in 
in  Xewfield,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  in  early  pioneer  days  came  thence  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in  Eaton 
township. 

Nathaniel  Tompkins  was  about  four 
years  of  age  when  hecamewith  hisparents 
to  Eaton  township,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated.  Air.  Tompkins  was  first 
married  in  New  York,  in  1861,  to  Mary 
O.  Benedict,  who  died  in  Lorain  county 
in  1881,  and  in  1885  he  married,  in 
Eaton  township,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Esther  A.  Earl,  a native  of  Lorain  county. 
Mrs.  Tompkins  is  a daughter  of  Recom- 
pense Crowell  Earl,  who  was  born  March 
10,  1799,  in  Essex  county,  X.  J.  In 
1813  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Tomp- 


kins county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  till 
1825,  when  he  married  Miss  Anna 
Fauver.  In  1836  they  came  with  their 
five  children  to  Eaton,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  in  1828  Mr.  Earl  had  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1885. 
Mr.  T ompkins  rents  the  twenty  acres  of 
land  which  his  father-in-law  purchased, 
now  well  cultivated  and  highly  improved, 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  In  186-1  he 
went  to  Michigan,  where  he  resided  for 
some  years. 


ICIIARD  WELLS  ROMEO Y,  who 
is  prominent  in  social  and  Insur- 
|j  ance  circles,  is  a native  of  Bristol, 

•f)  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y„  where  he  was 

born  June  3, 1825,  the  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Penelope  (Allen)  Pomroy. 

His  father  was  a native  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  was  a man  of  remarkable  vigor, 
being  ninety-four  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Mr.  Pomroy  came  of  a family 
remarkable  for  their  longevity,  the  grand- 
father and  one  uncle  living  to  be  ninety- 
four  years  of  age,  while  two  other  uncles 
reached  the  age  of  ninety-three  and  ninety- 
five  respectively. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his 
education  at  the  Academy  at  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.  lie  then  taught,  school  for  a time, 
after  which  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  his  own  town,  reraainino-  in 
the  same  until  1857,  in  which  year  he 
came  to  Ohio.  Here  he  was  engaged  in 
the  same  business  until  1870,  when  he 
abandoned  that  line  and  took  up  the  In- 
surance business,  to  which  he  has  since 
given  his  entire  attention.  He  commenced 
exclusively  in  Life  Insurance,  which 
branch  lie  carried  on  for  three  years,  since 
when  he  has  been  in  Fire  Insurance  alone, 
having  built  up  a large  business. 

Mr.  Pomroy  was  married  April  10, 
1853,  to  M iss  Annie  L.  Sisson,  daughter 
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of  General  Horatio  and  Clotilda  laylor 
Sisson,  natives  of  Ontario  county,  N.  A ., 
and  seven  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
of  whom  the  following  is  a brief  record: 
Frances  L.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  IL.  Pomeroy, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Grace  S.  is  the  wife 
of  Watson  E.  Boise,  clerk  of  the  State 
Legislature  of  North  Dakota;  Mary  L. 
and  Alice  C.  are  both  teachers;  Charles 
AY.,  the  only  son,  is  connected  with  the 
Western  Automatic  Screw  Company,  of 
Elyria;  Annie  M.  is  a teacher  of  music  in 
the  Conservatory  at  Grand  Forks,  North 
Dakota;  and  Harriet  A. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Pomroy  was  originally 
a Whig,  and,  since  the  formation  of  the 
party,  has  been  a stanch  Republican. 


E1  THEW,  for  over  forty  years  a resi- 
dent of  Columbia  township,  is  a 
_i  native  of  New  York  State,  born  in 
Clinton  county  in  1810,  a son  of 
Daniel  and  Electa  (Nichols)  Thew,  also  of 
that  State,  who  both  died  in  Clinton 
county.  They  reared  a family  of  eleven 
sons  (three  of  whom  served  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion),  their  names  being  as  fol- 
lows: Robert,  Eleazar,  Gilbert,  Garret, 
Henry,  Charles,  Nathan,  John,  Josephus, 
Betbuel  and  James. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his 
education  at  the  schools  of  Clinton  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  those  early  days  held  in  a log 
cabin  with  very  primitive  furnishings. 
He  was  thoroughly  trained  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  has  been  a lifelong  farmer, 
having  now  a well-cultivated  piece  of  land 
of  some  ninety- five  acres  in  Columbia 
township.  He  was  married,  in  1837,  in 
Clinton  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Calkins,  a native  thereof,  and  in  1852 
they  came  to  Lorain  county,  where  Mr. 
Thew  bought  a partly-improved  farm,  on 
which  he  erected  a good  residence  and  i 
barn.  Two  children,  both  now  deceased, 
were  born  to  this  union,  viz.:  Cornelia, 


married  to  Lemuel  Osborne,  and  Eliza- 
beth. The  mother  of  these  died,  and  in 
1872  Mr.  Thew  wedded  Miss  Amanda 
McNichols,  a native  of  Vermont,  who 
came  when  a child  to  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  where  she  was  reared.  Politically 
Mr.  Thew  is  a Democrat,  and  served  his 
township  as  trustee  one  term. 


G/ II ARLES  AV.  SUMNER,  a retired 
school  teacher,  now  a prosperous 
) agriculturist  of  Eaton  township,  was 
born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  1851. 
Clement  Sumner,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  about  1853  came  to 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
the  vocation  of  a farmer.  For  some  years 
he  had  taught  school  in  Ashland  and 
Holmes  counties,  same  State.  In  Medina 
county  he  married  Mrs.  Almira  (Hier) 
Gardner  (widow  of  Lewis  Gardner),  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  and  their  only  child 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  They  died 
in  Aledina  county,  Ohio,  the  father  in 
1873,  the  mother  in  1888.  Clement 
Sumner  had  been  previously  married,  and 
his  children  by  that  union  were  Catherine, 
wife  of  Edwin  Helbert,  of  Ashland  county, 
Ohio;  Phebe,  wife  of  Samuel  Mullin,  of 
Jewell  county,  Ivans.;  and  Solon,  married, 
residing  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y. 
Airs.  Almira  (Hier)  Sumner  by  her  first 
husband  had  five  children,  as  follows: 
Andrew  (married),  a farmer  of  Brunswick, 
Aledina  Co.,  Ohio;  Lucas  (married),  a 
farmer  of  Page  county,  Iowa;  Lewis  (mar- 
ried), a farmer  of  Missouri;  Lucinda,  wife 
of  William  Johnson,  of  Preemption,  Aler- 
cer  Co.,  111.;  Julia  Ann,  wife  of  Christian 
AVinegar,  of  Saranac,  Ionia  Co.,  Alich. 
Grandfather  Sumner  was  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, while  grandfather  Hier  was  from 
Germany,  in  an  early  day  immigrating  to 
Alassachu setts,  thence  movino-  with  an  ox- 
team  to  Aledina  county,  Ohio,  where  ho 
died  in  1868,  being  preceded  to  the  grave 
by  his  wife. 
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Charles  W.  Sn inner  was  reared  and  j 
educated  in  his  native  county,  and  at  the  ■ 
age  of  twenty  years  commenced  teaching 
in  the  same  county,  continuing  three  suc- 
cessive terms  at  the  home  district  school, 
later  in  township  schools  in  Eaton  and  I 
Columbia  townships,  moving  to  Eaton  j 
township  in  1SS9.  In  Columbia  town- 
ship he  resided  some  ten  years.  In  1S88  | 
he  gave  up  teaching,  and  has  since  applied 
his  attention  solely  to  farming,  on  his 
place  of  ninety  acres,  which  he  owns. 

In  1878,  in  Eaton  township,  Mr.  Sum- 
ner was  married  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Long-  j 
bon,  a native  of  the  township,  daughter  of 
John  J.  and  Ellen  (Walker)  Longbon, 
earl}7  pioneers  of  Eaton,  where  the  father  j 
died  in  1888.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumner  t 
were  born  children  as  follows:  Ellen,  Irvin,  j 
Mary,  Earl  (deceased  at  the  age  of  five  ; 
years)  and  Grace  (deceased  at  the  age  of  i 
three).  Originality  and  good  judgment 
are  the  most  prominent  characteristics  of 
Mr.  Sumner,  who  is  a Republican  in  his 
political  sympathies,  and  is  a highly-re- 
spected citizen. 


W.  PIERCE.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life, 
one  among  the  most  active  business 


men  in  the  town  of  Lorain. 

H is  ancestors  were  of  Xew  England 
orio-in.  II is  father,  Philemon  Pierce,  who 

O r 

was  a native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
married  Miss  Diantha  Hoyey,  of  the  same 
State,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children, 
viz.:  George,  Ann,  Eliza,  John  and 

Fred.  W.  Those  sterling  characteristics 
of  the  New  England  people  Philemon 
Pierce  possessed  to  a great  degree — in- 
genuity, industry  and  economv.  His  trade 
was  that  of  a carriage  builder,  which  he 
followed  through  life.  In  1850  he  left  the 
place  of  his  birth  to  seek  for  himself  a 
home  in  Ohio,  which  was  then  considered 
the  “ Far  West.”  Location-  in  Brunswick, 
Medina  county,  he  here  lived  and  worked 


! 


at  his  trade  until  his  removal  to  Carlisle, 
Lorain  county,  where  he  resided  until  his 
deaths  which  occurred  in  1862. 

It  was  in  the  year  1855,  amid  those 
stirring  times  just  preceding  the  Civil  war, 
that  Fred.  W.  Pierce  was  born,  on  the  first 
day  of  November.  Early  bereft  of  his 
father,  he  was  required  to  depend  on  his 
own  resources  for  a livelihood.  When  fif- 
teen years  of  age  he  went  to  Owosso,  Mich., 
where  he  went  to  school  for  two  years. 
With  this  education,  and  that  other  equally 
important,  the  knowledge  of  a good  trade, 
he  was  well  prepared  for  the  practical 
duties  of  life.  When  he  came  back  from 
Michigan  he  located,  in  1872,  in  Lorain. 
His  natural  inclination  leading  him  into 
mechanical  pursuits,  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship as  a reoular  carriage  builder;  but 
not  satisfied  with  this  he  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  Gradually  he  discontinued 
the  trade  of  carriage  building,  and  came  to 
devote  his  whole  time  to  building  and 
contracting,  which  has  absorbed  his  whole 
attention  for  the  last  seven  years.  His 
skill,  industry  and  integrity  have  won  for 
him  his  well -deserved  success,  which  has 
come  during  these  busy  years.  The  many 

buildings  which  he  has  erected  stand  as 
©t 

substantial  evidence  of  the  work,  for  which 
he  has  no  reason  to  be  ashamed.  Promi- 
nent among  these  are  the  school  building 
in  South  Lorain  and  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  the  finest  building  in  the 
city,  erected  in  1892.  Mr.  Pierce  has  the 
knowledge  of  how  work  ought  to  be  done, 
and  the  fidelity  to  see  that  it  is  done  as 
the  contract  defines.  While  thus  occupied, 
opportunities  for  some  business  in  real 
estate  were  presented,  which  he  has  im- 
proved to  great  advantage,  so  that  as  a 
result  he  has  come  into  the  possession  of 
some  very  valuable  property,  which  in 
that  growing  town,  with  values  increasing, 
will  tend  to  enhance  his  wealth  largely  in 
tli e future.  At  times  his  business  assumed 
large  proportions,  when  he  had  under  his 
employ  twenty  men  working  on  public 
jobs  amounting  to  thousands  of  dollars. 
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That  which  is  not  the  least  item  of  im- 
portance is  the  home  which  he  lias  been 
permitted  to  build  and  enjoy.  The  young- 
lady  of  his  choice,  Miss  Addie  Bayless, 
resided  at  Kipton,  Ohio,  and  they  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
July  3,  1877.  In  both  toils  and  successes 
they  have  been  partners,  and  thus  know 
how  to  enjoy  the  results  of  their  labor  and 
success.  The  truest  independence  is  to 
make  your  own  fortune,  and  enjoy  it.  The 
number  of  Mr.  Pierce’s  family  is  exactly 
equal  to  that  of  his  father,  viz.:  five.  They 
bear  the  names:  Pearl,  Ray,  Frank,  Clara 
and  Blanche. 

Like  all  wide-awake  citizens  of  this  Re- 
public, Mr.  Pierce  possesses  his  positive 
convictions  and  party  affiliations.  This 
seems  unavoidable,  where  politics  are  in 
the  food,  and  in  the  very  air  we  breathe. 
We  grow  that  way.  Or  perhaps  the  well- 
known  law  of  heredity  may  account  for 
some  of  it.  His  father  was  identified  with 
that  party  which  had  the  honor  of  electing 
one  of  the  best  men  who  ever  occupied  the 
Presidental  chair— the  party  which  made 
the  most  brilliant  history  for  a quarter  of 
a century.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
it  was  the  Republican  party  which  had  ou 
its  roll  such  respectable  and  heroic  politi- 
cians as  Stanton,  Chase,  Sumner  and  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  Hence  we  need  not  be 
surprised  that  a son  of  Philemon  Pierce,  a 
Republican,  should  likewise  be  a Republi- 
can. Mr.  Pierce  is  thus  a well-established 
and  fixed  quantity  in  the  city  of  Lorain. 
It  is  no  small  honor  which  belongs  to  him, 
for  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  its  people. 
In  obedience  to  their  call  he  is  serving  them 
on  the  board  of  councilmen.  They  know 
that  such  a trust  will  be  held  in  his  hands 
with  safety.  One  of  the  most  useful  and 
beneficial  Orders  of  Lorain,  in  a business 
line,  is  that  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and 
there  are  many  widows  and  orphans  in 
the  town  to  bear  witness  to  its  benefits. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Pierce  was  the  twenty-fifth 
charter  member  of  the  Lorain  Lodge  of 
this  Order. 


Truly  the  outlook  for  Mr.  Pierce  is  en- 
couraging. Yet  but  a young  man,  he 
occupies  a good  position  among  his  fel- 
lows; he  stands  on  the  advantage  ground 
of  his  past  achievements,  and  certainly  has 
much  to  hope  for,  and  look  forward  to,  in 
the  years  to  come.  No  doubt  with  the 
same  careful  and  industrious  course  in  the 
future,  Time  will  dispense  his  gifts  with 
equal  generosity. 


BACON  JOHN  SEWARD  CASE, 
one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Well- 
ington township,  is  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, having  been  born  in  the 
town  of  Granby,  Hartford  county,  July 
11,  1808. 

He  is  a son  of  Dr.  Gideon  Case,  who 
was  born  in  Canton,  Conn.,  and  who  be- 
came an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon, 
educated  probably  in  Simsbury,  that  State. 
He  practiced  in  his  native  State  until  he 
came  to  Ohio,  in  1818,  when  he  resumed 
practice  in  Hudson,  Portage  county.  He 
was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a horse,  about 
the  year  1822.  His  entire  journey  from 
Connecticut  to  Ohio  was  made  in  a three- 
horse  wagon.  He  married  Miss  Persis 
Seward,  a native  of  Granville,  Mass,  (and 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  Seward,  of  Revo- 
lntionary  fame),  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
brief  record:  John  Seward  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch;  Gideon  W.  resides 
near  Nauvoo,  111.;  Otis  P.  resides  in 
Aurora,  Portage  county,  on  the  old  Grand- 
father Seward  homestead;  Jane  married 
Mr.  Nix,  and  died  in  Portage  county, 

Ohio;  Lucia  married  Mr.  Demmincr,  of 
7 . . 
Rootstown,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio  (she  is  now 

deceased);  Albert  died  in  Michigan  a year 
or  two  ago;  Dr.  Almon  Case  was  a mein- 
her  of  the  State  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
in  the  period  of  the  Civil  war,  during 
which  time  he  was  killed  by  bushwhack- 
ers, it  is  presumed  on  account  of  his  anti- 
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slavery  views.  The  mother  married,  for 
her  second  husband,  Arial  Case  (no  rela- 
tive of  her  first  husband),  and  they  after- 
ward lived  in  Rootstown,  Portage  Co., 
Ohio,  where  two  sons  were  born  to  them. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was,  as  will 
be  seen,  ten  years  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  Portage  county,  Ohio.  After  his 
school  days  he  commenced  learning  the 
trade  of  tanner  and  currier,  finishing  the 
same  at  Kent,  Portage  county.  In  No- 
vember, 1829,  he  came  to  Lorain  county, 
and  commenced  the  tanning  business,  in 
1880,  in  the  town  of  'Wellington,  opposite 
where  the  ice  house  now  stands,  and  suc- 
cessfully operated  the  same  until  some 
twelve  or  lifteen  years  ago,  when  he  re- 
tired from  business.  He  taught  school 
during  the  winter  of  1828-30  in  an  old 
log  house,  where  Mallory’s  store  now 
stands,  which  cabin  was  also  used  as  a 
church  at  the  same  time.  Shortly  after 
his  arrival  he  became  associated  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  lie  has 
been  a deacon  since  1846,  and  to  which  he 
has  contributed  liberally  of  his  means,  as 
well  as  to  all  charitable  institutions.  Mr. 
Case  has  been  twice  married:  First  time 
in  October.  1832,  to  Miss  Diantha  Blair, 
a daughter  of  James  Blair,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  sister  to  the  mother  of  Gov. 
Fairchild,  of  'Wisconsin.  The  record  of 
the  children  of  this  union  is  as  follows: 
(1)  Celia  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Stewart,  and 
lives  in  Romney,  Tippecanoe  Co.,  Tnd.; 
she  taught  school  for  many  years  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  in  Romney.  (2)  Helen  mar- 
ried Mr.  Luther  Miller,  of  Cedar  Hill, 
Ohio,  but  nearly  all  of  her  married  life 
was  spent  in  Romney,  Ind.,  where  she  was 
buried  in  18- — ; she  was  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  U.  Z. 
Moore,  of  Columbus;  Frank  Case,  a recent 
graduate  of  the  Ohio  State  University,  and 
a civil  encdneer  in  Columbus;  and  Cassius, 

n . 7_ 

named  after  Gen.  Cassius  Fairchild,  of 
W iseonsin,  a farmer  of  Cellar  Hill,  Ohio. 
(3)  Col.  Frank  S.  (now  deceased)  was 
an  officer  in  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  dur- 


ing the  Civil  war,  being  captain  of  a com- 
pany, and  was  shot  through  the  lungs; 
after  the  war  he  was  colonel  in  the  Sev- 
enth Ohio  State  Guards,  and  on  Gov. 

| Foster’s  stall’;  he  was  present  at  Garfield’s 
inauguration  at  'Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
his  was  the  largest  regiment  out  at  the 
funeral  of  that  President  in  Cleveland. 
He  was  born  December  21,  1838,  received 
his  education  at  Wellington  and  Oberlin. 
Fie  was  a good  stump  speaker,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Republican  committee  of 
Logan  county.  He  died  August  9,  1887, 
from  wounds  received  in  battle.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  treasurer  of 
Logan  county,  Ohio.  His  widow,  for- 
merly Miss  Clara  Burr,  of  Brighton,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1864  while  home 
on  leave  of  absence,  now  resides  in  Belle- 
fontaine.  (4)  Emma  married  Rev.  Charles 
E.  Manchester,  D.  D..  pastor  of  the  Broad- 
way M.  E.  Church,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  they 
have  children  as  follows:  William  C. 
(twenty-one  years  of  age)  and  Frank  S. 
(aged  seventeen).  The  mother  of  this 
family  was  born,  in  1807,  in  Blandford, 
Mass.,  and  died  October  19,  1848.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Case  married  Miss 
Lucinda  A.  Ely,  of  Elyria,  who  was  born 
December  25,  1819,  in  Deerfield,  Ohio, 
and  died  January  24,  1393.  To  this  union 
there  were  two  children,  both  of  whom 
! died  young — one  in  infancy,  the  other, 

| Mary,  at  the  age  of  six  years.  In  his 
: political  preferences  Deacon  Case  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  originally  an  Old-line 
Whig,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  John 
Quincy  Adams. 


DAM  KOLBE,  a prominent  farmer 
/ \ of  Black  River  township,  was  born 
/ L near  Ilersfeld,  Germany.  Aucrust 
/ A 18,1848. 

He  is  a son  of  Henry  W.  and 
Elizabeth’  Kolbe,  who  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  named  as  follows:  Eliza 
(Mrs.  Spiegelberg),  Henrietta  (Mrs.  Beeh- 
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stein),  Christina  (Mrs.  Smithkous), 
Adam  (subject  of  sketch),  Henry,  Cath- 
arine (Mrs.  Ilolstein),  Mary  (Mrs.  Xeid- 
ing),  Emma  (Mrs.  I lech  tel)  and  William. 
In  3 S5G  the  family  came  to  the  United 
States,  first  locating  in  the,  then,  village  of 
Lorain,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  afterward,  in 
1867,  settling  on  a farm  in  Black  River 
township,  same  county,  where  the  parents 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  till  advanced 
age  compelled  them  to  retire  from  active 
life.  The  father  died  October  8,  1893; 
the  mother,  now  in  her  seventy-seventh 
year,  is  living  with  her  son  Adam  on  the 
farm  in  Black  River  township.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association, 
as  was  also  her  husband. 

Adam  Kolbe  received  a liberal  education 
at  the  public  schools,  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  on  his  father’s  farm. 
In  1873  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Faber, 
who  died  in  May,  1891,  leaving  one  child, 
a son  named  Lawrence  A.  Mr.  Kolbe  has 
remained  on  a farm  ever  since,  and  in  the 
town  of  Lorain,  in  the  same  county,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  fishery  business  for  about  four 
years,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Kolbe 
Bros.  & Co.,  in  which  he  was  financially 
successful.  In  1889  he  withdrew  from  the 
firm,  and  has  since  been  living  on  the  farm 
in  Black  River  township.  In  religious 
faith  Mr.  Kolbe  is  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church;  socially  he  is  a member  of 
Lorain  Lodge,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees; 
politically  he  is  a Republican. 


E1  L.  BURGE,  an  enterprising  pro- 
gressive citizen  of  Oberlin,  was 

I born  in  September,  1837,  in  Orano-e 

township,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
he  passed  his  early  life. 

His  father,  John  Y.  Burge,  was  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  an  early  day 
came  to  Richland  (now  Ashland)  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  - remainder  of 
his  days.  He  was  a cooper  by  trade.  He 
married  Mary  Lowry,  a native  of  Vir- 


ginia, and  they  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  liv  - 
ing, namely:  Benjamin,  a farmer  of 

Greenwich,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  John  Y.,  a 
farmer  of  Brighton  township,  Lorain 
county;  E.  C.,  also  farming  in  Brighton 
: township;  Rachel,  a resident  of  Ashland, 
Ohio;  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Goldsmith,  of 
Richland  county,  Ohio;  and  E.  L.  The 
: father  of  this  family  died  in  1841,  the 
j mother  in  1878. 

E.  L.  Burge  received  his  education  in 
j the  district  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  in  1859  came  to  Lorain  county,  which 
has  since  been  his  home.  He  followed 
farming  for  a few  years  in  Brighton  town- 
ship,  and  in  August,  1861,  enlisted,  at 
j AVellington,  Ohio,  in  Company  II,  Second 
Ohio  Cavalry,  for  three  years.  He  was 
I mustered  in  at  Cleveland,  and  served  for  a 
! while  on  the  frontier,  in  January,  1S62, 
being  stationed  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Ivans., 

th  ... 

j and  later  at  Ft.  Scott.  He  participated  in 
i the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge  and  Diamond 
; Grove,  was  next  in  Kentucky,  and  after- 
ward took  part  in  the  Morgan  raid  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  In  1864  he  veteranized, 
at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  in  the  same  com- 
pany and  regiment,  and  was  subsequently 
in  the  engagements  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Cedar  Creek,  also  serving  under  General 
Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Mr. 
Burge  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at 
Washington,  thence  going  to  Springfield, 
Mo.,  and  on  September  20,  1865,  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
He  returned  to  Brighton  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1882, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a resident 
of  Oberlin. 

On  March  8,  1864,  Mr.  Burge  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  J.  Tucker,  a native  of 
Camden  township,  Lorain  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Matthew  and  Rosanna  (Martin) 
Tucker,  early  pioneers  of  the  county;  the 
father  died  in  1878;  his  widow  is  now  re- 
siding in  Pittsfield,  Lorain  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burge  was  born  one  daugh- 
J ter,  May  B.,  who  graduated  from  Oberlin 
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College  in  the  class  of  1891;  she  is  now 
principal  of  a school  at  Delta,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Burge  is  actively  interested  in  politics, 
and  supports  the  principles  of  the  Bepub-- 
lican  party;  he  has  been  delegate  to  va- 
rious conventions,  served  one  term  as 
deputy  sheriff  of  Lorain  county,  and  in 
1889  was  elected  city  marshal  of  Oberlin,  a 
position  he  still  occupies.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  Henry  Lincoln  Post  No. 
564,  G.  A.  If.,  and  in  religion  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Second  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Oberlin. 


) OWELL  CALVIN  ADAMS, dealer 
in  agricultural  implements,  seeds 
of  all  kinds,  fertilizers,  etc.,  Wel- 
lington, is  a native  of  Wellington 
township,  born  February  1,  1838, 
of  an  old  Connecticut  family. 

He  is  a son  of  Calvin  and  Eunice 
(Smith)  Adams,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a native  of  the  “ Nutmeu  State,  ” whence 

O 


including  dairying,  buying  and  selling 
stock,  etc.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Well- 
ington, after  a time  opening  out  his  pres- 
ent prosperous  business.  On  September 
29,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Melva 
A.  Whiting,  born  in  Pittsfield  township, 
Lorain  county,  October  15,  1849,  and 
four  children  have  come  to  this  union: 
Rosa  M.,  wife  of  Delmer  I.  Beckley;  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Wilcox;  Grace  M.,  and  Leon  R.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Adams  is  a lifelong  Republi- 
can, and  two  years  ago  he  united  with  the 
Prohibitionists.  He  is  not  identified  with 
any  particular  church;  his  wife  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society. 
During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  en- 
listed three  times,  but  on  each  occasion 
he  was  rejected  on  account  of  physical  dis- 
ability caused  by  an  accident  he  met  with 
when  fourteen  years  old,  whereby  his  leg 
was  broken,  and  he  has  been  slightly  crip- 
pled ever  since.  He  is  doing  an  excellent 
business,  thoroughly  understanding  the 
wants  of  the  community  in  his  line  of  trade. 


prior  to  his  marriage  he  came  west  to 
Ohio,  settling  on  a farm  in  Wellington 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  till  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1864.  lie  was  twice  married, 
and  by  his  first  wife,  Eunice  (Smith),  he 
had  five  children,  namely:  Edwin,  de- 

ceased in  childhood;  Fayette,  who  died 
when  young;  Marcia,  now  the  . widow  of 
R.  F.  Jones,  of  Wellington,  Ohio;  Rowell 
Calvin,  and  Lois,  who  died,  unmarried,  in 
1879. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch 
received  a liberal  education  at  district 
school  No.  4,  Wellington  township,  attend- 
ing a few  winter  terms,  the  remainder  of 
the  year  being  occupied  on  his  father’s 
farm,  where  he  continued  to  reside  till 
1865,  in  which  year  lie  removed  to  Hunt- 
ington township,  and  here  bought  a farm 
of  113  acres  prime  land,  where,  until  about 
1882,  he  carried  on  general  farming, 


FJRANCIS  N.  ELDRED  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  native-born  agri- 
culturists  of  Elyria  township,  where 
in  1850  he  first  saw  the  light. 

He  is  a son  of  Noah  and  Harmony 
(Redington)  Eldred,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
whence,  in  company  with  his  father,  Moses 
Eldred.  he  came  to  Ohio  in  1811,  settling 
in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county. 
Grandfather  Eldred  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolution;  by  occupation  he  was  a farmer, 
and  he  also  kept  a tavern  in  Ridgeville 
township;  he  died  in  Elyria,  his  wife  in 
Ridgeville.'  Noah  Eldred,  father  of  sub- 
jecf,  received  a limited  education  at  the 
subscription  schools  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship. In  Amherst  township  he  married 
Harmony  Redington;  then  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  our  subject,  and  here 
he  died  in  1882,  his  wife  having  preceded 
him  to  the  grave  in  1854. 
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The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his 
place  of  birth,  and  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  which  have  been  his  life- 
work.  He  has  a neat,  compact  farm  of 
eighty-two  acres  devoted  to  general  farm- 
ing.  In  1870  he  was  married  in  Elyria 
township  to  Miss  Nettie  Cochran,  a native 
of  same,  and  daughter  ot  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (Thompson)  Cochran,  pioneers  of 
Lorain  county  from  Vermont.  Six  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows,  have  been  born  to 
this  union,  Ray.  Nina,  Irwin,  Alta,  Lewis 
and  Orlo.  In  his  political  associations  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


Mr. 


E.  JLTMP  has  been  a resident  of 
Oberlin  for  the  past  thirty-five 
years,  having  established  himself 
in  the  town  in  1858,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  study  in  Oberlin  College. 
Jump  was  born  in  Westchester 
county,  Is.  Y..  in  1832,  a son  of  Ira  and 
Sarah  (Dan)  Jump,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  in  1835  moved  to  Norwalk,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  from  there,  about  1843,  to 
Vermillion,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  where  both 
died  at  a ripe  old  age.  Ira  Jump  was  a 
basket  maker,  and  his  son,  R.  E.,  was 
brought  up  to  that  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  some  time  in  Oberlin.  Mr.  Jump 
received  his  education  . at  the  common 
schools  in  Erie  county,  and  in  the  Prepara- 
tory Department  of  Oberlin  College.  Fail- 
ing health  prevented  him  from  continuing 
his  studies.  He  taught  several  terms  in 
the  schools  of  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  in 
Indiana.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company 
F,One  Hundred  andTwenty-eighth  O.V.  I., 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  serv- 
ino-  under  Gen.  Hooker,  on  Johnson’s  Is- 
land  and  Cedar  Point,  guarding  and  ex- 
changing prisoners  at  Fortress  Monroe  and 
other  points,  and  on  detached  duty  at  To- 
ledo, on  service  as  provost-guard,  and  in 


recruiting  service.  Mr.  Jump  was  hon- 
| orably  discharged  from  the  service  at  Camp 
j Chase,  in  July,  1865. 

In  1852  Mr.  Jump  was  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Chapin,  a native  of  New  T ork,  but 
reared  and  educated  in  North  Amherst, 
Ohio,  and  to  this  union  one  son  was  born, 
C.  Ellis  Jump. 

Mr.  Jump  in  politics  is  a Republican, 
having  cast  his  first  vote  for  Fremont  in 
1856,  and  voted  with  that  party  since.  He 
is  a member  of  Henry  Lincoln  Post,  No. 

! 364,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has  held  the 
j rank  of  surgeon  and  junior  vice-commader. 
During  the  past  fifteen  years,  in  his  leis- 
ure time,  he  has  done  considerable  taxider- 
mist work,  and  has  now  a very  fine  collec- 
tion of  stuffed  animals  and  birds.  He  is 
practically  interested  in  agriculture,  being 
the  owner  of  thirty  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  half  of  which  lies  within  the  corpor- 
ate limits  of  Oberlin.  He  also  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  bee  and  small  fruit  cul- 
ture. He  was  encraoed  in  the  Oberlin  and 

O © 

Wellington  Rescue  case. 

© 

Mrs.  Julia  Chapin  Jump,  M.  D.,  was 
born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1832.  the 
second  child  of  John  and  Eliza  (Clark) 
Chapin,  natives  of  New  England,  who  re- 
moved to  Brownhelm,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and 
from  there  to  North  Amherst,  Oido.  in 
1839.  [Seethe  following  sketch  of  John 
Chapin,  j 

Dr.  Jump  received  her  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  North  Amherst, 
Ohio.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  she  began 
to  teach.  This  profession  she  followed 
thirty  years.  For  the  first  two  or  three 
terms  she  taught  for  one  dollar  a week  and 
4i  boarded  round.”  In  1852  she  married 
R.  E.  Jump,  of  Erie  county,  Ohio.  They 
had  one  son,  C.  Ellis  Jump.  In  1858  they 
j removed  to  Oberlin,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curino-  a liberal  education.  During  the 
last  three  years  of  her  couse  of  study  Dr. 
Jump  taught  in  the  Academy.  After  six 
years  of  study,  she  graduated  from  Ober- 
lin College,  Lit.  in  1865.  She  then  taught 
seventeen  consecutive  years,  nearly  five  in 
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the  Grammar  School  of  Oberlin,  and  over 
twelve  years  in  the  Public  Schools  of 
Cleveland.  She  then  began  the  study  of 
medicine  in  The  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
Hospital  Colleo-e,  from  which  she  gradu- 
ated in  1884,  since  which  time  she  has 
been  practicing  medicine  in  Oberlin. 

The  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  was  con- 
ferred on  her  by  Oberlin  College,  in  1891, 
and  that  of  F.  II.  S.  by  the  Medical  Col- 
lege from  which  she  received  her  diploma. 
She  is  a member  of  the  board  of  Censors 
of  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Hospital 
Colleo-e;  a member  of  the  American  In- 
stitute  of  Homeopathy,  The  Ohio  State 
Homeopathic  Society,  and  The  Lorain 
County  Homeopathic  Society.  Dr.  Jump 
is  a member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  and  of  the  W.  R.  C.  of  Oberlin, 
Ohio. 


[OIIX  CIIAPIX  was  born  in  Sheffield, 
j Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  in  1804.  At 
I the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  a Mr.  Gatlin,  of  the  adjoin- 
ing town  of  New  Marlboro,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  tanner  and  currier. 

In  1827  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Clark,  a native  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  though 
reared  in  New  Marlboro.  They  had  live 
daughters  and  two  sons.  In  1836  Mr. 
Chapin  moved  to  Ohio,  then  the  “ Far 
w est,”  and  located  in  Brownhelm.  In 
1839  he  removed  to  North  Amherst,  where 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  Mr.  Chapin 
and  his  wife  united  with  a few  others  to 
organize  a Presbyterian  Church  in  North 
Amherst,  and  Mr.  Chapin  was  elected  dea- 
con, an  office  which  he  held  till  his  death 
in  1852.  Deacon  Chapin  was  a man  of 
strong  convictions,  a thorough  temperance 
man,  and  an  Old-line  Whig.  He  was 
strongly  anti-slavery  in  his  views  and  took 
the  ground  before  his  death,  which  became 
the  platform  of  the  Free-Soil  party  in  1856. 

The  Deacon  was  a strong,  well-built  man, 
and  was  considered  very  desirable  help 

47 


at  the  raisimr  of  buildings  in  those  days. 
"Whiskey  was  usually  served  freely,  and 
at  the  first  important  “raising”  to 
which  he  was  invited  the  men  were  nearly 
all  under  the  influence  of  whiskey  before 
the  work  was  half  done.  Deacon  Chapin 
and  a Mr.  Pose  were  the  only  total  abstain- 
ers in  the  party.  On  raising  a heavy 
“bent”  of  the  frame  the  men  allowed  their 
pikes  to  slip,  and  the  bent  fell,  crushing  Mr. 
Rose  under  the  heavy  timbers.  His  back 
was  broken,  and  though  he  lived  many 
years,  he  was  a cripple.  When  the  men 
were  sober,  Deacon  Chapin  urged  them  to 
oive  up  the  use  of  strono-  drink,  citing  the 
accident  to  Mr.  Rose  to  give  weight  to  his 
arguments.  Soon  after  this  the  Deacon 
prepared  to  build  a large  tannery.  The 
timbers  were  very  heavy,  and  the  building 
was  two  stories  on  one  side  and  three  on 
the  other.  While  the  timbers  were  being 
prepared  there  was  another  raising— a 
small  barn.  Three  brothers  owned  the 
property.  They  always  drank  freely  at 
raisings,  but  decided  from  motives  of  ecoti- 
oray  to  furnish  no  whiskey  for  their  own 
raising.  When  the  men  who  had  been 
invited  to  assist  arrived,  some  of  them 
called  for  whiskey  before  beginning  work. 
When  told  that  none  would  be  furnished, 
the  men  said  the  timbers  might  rot  before 
they  would  touch  them  without  whiskey. 
The  whiskey  was  sent  for  at  once,  and  the 
frame  went  up.  People  who  knew  Deacon 
Chapin’s  strong  temperance  principles,  and 
that  he  never  tasted  whiskey,  wondered 
what  he  would  do  at  his  raising.  In  those 
early  days  the  raisino-  of  such  a building 
was  quite  an  event.  The  builder  in  charge 
one  day  asked  the  Deacon  if  he  should 
furnish  whiskey  for  the  raising.  On  re- 
ceiving a reply  in  the  negative,  he  said  ho 
would  not  be  responsible  then  for  the  rais- 
ing of  it,  as  it  could  not  lie  raised  without 

c J 

liquor.  The  Deacon  then  replied  that  the 
raising  would  be  “ a cold-water  raising” 

O # D 

or  none.  Many  friends  in  the  adjoining 
town  of  Brownhelm  sympathized  with 
Deacon  Chapin  in  his  temperance  priii- 
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ciples,  and  sent  him  a message  saying  that  if 
the  Amherst  people  failed  him,  they  would 
come  to  his  aid.  When  the  time  for  the 
raising;  drew  near,  the  Deacon  started  on 
his  round  of  invitations.  Is  early  every 
man  invited  asked  if  lie  would  have  -whis- 
key, and  on  receiving  a negative  reply, 
answered:  “ Then  I will  not  come.”  As 
every  one  declined  the  invitation,  the  Dea- 
cou  invited  every  available  man  in  the  vil- 
lage and  the  adjacent  country.  Mrs.  Cha- 
pin prepared  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
men  by  brewing  a barrel  of  root  beer,  and 
the  brick  oven  was  kept  full  of  good  things 
— bread,  biscuits,  cakes  of  all  kinds,  pies, 
puddings,  chicken  pies  and  pork  and  beans. 
Roast  meats  of  all  available  kinds  were 
prepared  in  abundance.  The  day  set  for 
the  raisino-  dawned  bright  and  still.  At 
an  early  hour  the  invited  men  began  to  ar- 
rive singly  or  in  small  parties  until  every 
man  who  had  been  invited  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance. With  much  joking  about  a 
“ cold-water  raising  ” they  set  to  work  with 
hearty  good  will.  The  small  or  root  beer 
was  passed  in  pails,  and  one  man  told  the 
Deacon  that  he  had  a chunk  of  ice  as  big 
as  his  fist  in  his  throat  from  drinking  the 
beer,  and  he  wanted  something  to  thaw  it 
out.  When  the  bents  had  all  been  raised, 
and  were  supposed  to  be  securely  fastened 
in  place,  several  men  went  to  the  top  to 
fasten  the  large  wooden  plates  to  the  bents 
to  bind  them  in  position  and  to  support 
the  rafters.  Deacon  Chapin  and  Staunton 
Merriman,  a carpenter,  were  on  the  bent 
on  the  east  side  of  the  bnildincr  which  was 
three  stories  high.  The  ground  on  that 
side  was  covered  with  broken  stone,  the 
refuse  from  dressing  the  stone  for  the 
foundation.  Soon  after  they  reached  the 
toj^>  the  bent  began  to  sway  with  them,  but 
the  men  on  the  ground  were  all  sober,  and, 
rallying  with  their  pikes,  held  the  heavy 
timbers  in  position  till  they  were  securely 
fastened.  All  knew  that  the  fall  of  the 
bent  would  be  certain  death  to  the  men. 
When  the  work  was  completed  the  Deacon 
said:  “Comedown  to  the  house  now  and 


we  will  have  something  to  thaw  the  ice 
out  of  your  throats.”  Mrs.  Chapin  was  a 
good  cook,  and  her  heart  was  in  her  work. 
Long  tables  were  loaded  with  every  good 
thing  which  she  could  devise,  and  with  tea 
and  coffee  in  abundance.  Many  of  the  men 
said  to  the  Deacon:  “If  this  is  what  you 
call  a cold-water  raising,  I would  like  to 
go  to  one  every  day.”  They  said  they 
came  because  they  knew  he  was  acting  from 
principle,  that  although  he  was  one  of  the 
best  workers  always  at  a raising  he  never 
drank  whiskey.  Deacon  Chapin  died  in 
1852  of  typhoid  fever;  Mrs.  Chapin  lived 
to  he  eighty-six  years  old. 

The  family  was  well  represented  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  John  Clark  Chapin, 
the  youngest  son  of  Deacon  Chapin,  enlisted 
in  t tie  Forty-first  O.  Y.  I.,  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  regiment,  for  thine  years;  re- 
enlisted with  the  regiment,  was  engaged 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  the  regiment 
fought  except  Chickarnauga,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Two  sons-in-law,  J.  J.  Rillen  (the  husband 
of  the  eldest  daughter,  Eunice).  and  R.  E. 
Jump  (who  married  the  second  daughter, 
Julia),  were  also  in  the  Union  army,  and 
were  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  war. 


^ EORGE  L.  SEARS,  florist  and  man- 
v^.  ufacturer  of  pottery,  Elyria,  is  a 
ij  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
Xew  Lenox,  March  8.  1854,  a son 
of  L.  L.  Sears,  a prominent  agricul- 
turist of  Elyria  township. 

In  1861  the  family  came  to  Ohio,  and 
for  a time  located  in  Medina  county,  then 
in  1S67  settling  in  Lorain  county,  on  a 
farm  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Elyria. 
Our  subject  has  since  resided  in  Elyria, 
and  in  1881  he  commenced  business  as  a 
florist,  in  which  vocation  he  has  risen,  by 
industry  and  good  management,  to  consid- 
erable prominence.  lie  now  owns  seven 
large  greenhouses,  and  ships  all  kinds  of 
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flower  germs  to  every  part  of  tlie  United 
States.  He  makes  a specialty  of  wedding 
and  funeral  decorations,  liis  taste  in  designs 
being  considered  “ nulli  secundus.”  Hav- 
ing concluded  to  manufacture  li is  own 
flower-pots,  of  which  his  extensive  business 
demands  a vast  number,  he  opened  up  a 
pottery,  and  he  now  makes  from  18,000  to 
20,000  flower-pots  per  week,  supplying 
not  only  his  own  requirements,  but  also 
markets  in  Cleveland,  Chicago,  and  all  the 
great  cities  of  the  West. 

In  1878  Mr.  Sears  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  Bradbur,  and  three  children  have 
come  to  brighten  their  home,  named 
respectively:  Harry,  Roy  and  Grace  W.  j 
Our  subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the  | 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  lie 
is  a Republican. 


JTEf  XSEL  JEXXE,  for  over  half  a cen- 
f/\\  tury  a resident  of  Lorain  county, 
ff'ii  and  one  of  the  best  known  and 
fj  most  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Amherst  township,  was  born  in 
Cayuga  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1825. 

His  father,  also  named  Ansel  Jenne, 
was  a native  of  Xew  York,  where  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Brown,  and  from  there 
moved  to  Cayuga  county,  same  State,  in 
1825.  In  1826  lie  and  the  family  came  to 
Ohio,  making  their  home  in  Cuyahoga  coun- 
ty until  1841,  in  which  year  they  removed  to 
Lorain  county,  arriving  on  March  9,  locat- 
ing on  Middle  Ridge;  but  in  1815  they 
removed  to  a farm  where  the  parents 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the 
father  dying  in  July,  1872,  the  mother  in 
August,  1885,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of 
ninety-one  years.  They  reared  a family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  liv-  ! 
iug,  as  follows:  Alfred,  married  anil  living 
in  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio;  Ansel,  of 
whom  this  sketch  more  specially  relates; 
Bethia,  wife  of  F.  A.  Gridin,  of  Elyria 
township,  Lorain  county;  and  John  Ik, 


married  and  residing  in  Amherst  township, 
same  county.  The  deceased  are  A rad  Joy 
^the  eldest  in  family),  born  July  9,  1819, 
died  September  5,  1820;  Eliza,  born  April 
25,  1827,  who  was  married  to  Solon 
McElrath,  and  died  in  Lorain  county, 
September  18.  1871;  and  Annette,  born 
August  27,  1830,  died  in  1832. 

Ansel  Jenne,  whose  name  opens  this 
biographical  sketch,  received  his  education 
at  the  primitive  log  sclioolhouse  of  the 
early  days  of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  lie  came  witli  the  rest 
of  the  family  to  Lorain  county,  and  lias 
ever  since  been  a resident  of  Amherst 
township,  owning  now  the  old  homestead, 
consisting  of  sixty  acres  prime  land.  He 
and  his  brother  John  B.  cleared  in  all  some 
400  acres  in  Amherst  township. 

On  December  9,  1859,  Mr.  Jenne  was 
married,  in  Amherst  township,  to  Phoebe 
Wing,  a native  of  Wyoming  county,  X.  Y., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Polly  (Wes- 
cottj  Wing,  natives  of  Xew  York,  where 
the  father  died  in  September,  1857.  In  1858 
the  widowed  mother  came  to  Lorain  county, 
and  made  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jenne,  for  the  rest  of  her  days,  dying  in 
1868.  Two  of  her  children  came  to  Lorain 
county  besides  Mrs.  Jenne,  viz.:  Sterling, 
who  died  here  in  1874,  and  Dora,  wife  of 
Luman  Van  Tassel,  of  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ansel  Jenne  were 
born  five  children,  of  whom  the  following 
is  a brief  record:  Sarah  Ellen  married 

Bird  Richmond,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Frank  Harrison;  William  Henry  is  mar- 
ried, resides  in  Amherst  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  has  one  child,  Blanche;  George 
is  married,  has  his  home  in  Detroit,  Mich., 
and  has  two  children,  Willie  and  Winfield; 
Frank  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years; 
Albert  K.  is  married,  resides  on  the  home 
farm,  and  has  two  children,  Bertie  and 
Lucile.  In  politics  Mr.  Jenne  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. When  he  came  .to  Lorain  county 
fifty-two  years  ago,  the  now  flourishing  city 
of  Elyria  was  but  a hamlet  consisting  ,of 
nine  cabins,  surrounded  by  dense  woods. 
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wherein  roamed  the  Indian  and  wild  ani- 
mals innumerable.  He  has  seen  in  his 
township  the  old  rickety  stage  coach  rele- 
gated into  retirement  by  the  palatial  cars 
of  the  aggressive  railroads,  and  the  mail- 
carrier’s  weekly  or  semi-weekly  visits  meta- 
morphosed into  the  modern  mail  of  three 
or  four  deliveries  and  collections  everyday 
in  the  week;  not  to  speak  of  the  advent  of 
the  magic-like  universal  telegraph  and 
telephone,  which  had  their  birth  within 
comparatively  recent  years. 


f'DAYIN  HOBSON,  a representative 
and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Car- 
i lisle  township,  is  a native  of  York- 
shire, England,  born  in  1839. 

Our  subject  is  a son  of  Edward  and 
Ann  (Tran)  Hobson,  of  the  same  place, 
who  in  1843  came  to  the  United  States  \ 
and  made  a settlement  in  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  are  yet  liv- 
ing. They  were  the  parents  of  a large 
family,  as  under:  Emma,  who  married 
Seth  C.  Felt,  and  died  in  Huron  county; 
Edwin,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Alary  Jane, 
who  died  unmarried;  James,  deceased  in 
childhood;  David,  deceased  when  young; 
Henry,  also  deceased  when  young;  AYill- 
iam,  deceased  in  Grafton  township.  Lorain 
county;  John,  married,  residing  in  Graf- 
ton; and  Lizzie,  wife  of  Charles  Johnson, 
of  Grafton  township.  - ■ 

Edwin  Hobson  was,  as  will  be  seen,  four 
years  old  when  he  came  to  Lorain  county 
with  his  parents,  and  at  the  common 
schools  of  Eaton  township  he  received  a 
liberal  education,  in  the  meantime  work-  1 
ing  on  his  father's  farm.  He  now  owns  a 
tine  property  of  225  acres  in  a good  state  ! 
of  cultivation.  On  November  14,  1866, 
he  was  married,  in  Oberlin,  Russia  town-  I 
ship,  to  Miss  Ann  Johnson,  a native  of  I 
same,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (At-  ! 
kinson)  Johnson,  who  were  early  pioneers  I 
of' Lorain  county,  coming  here  in  1826;  | 


the  father  died  in  Elyria  in  1888,  the 
mother  in  Cleveland  in  1864.  To  them 
children  as  follows  were  born:  Jane,  wife 
of  Leroy  Rogers,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Bucher,  of  Ely- 
ria; Thomas,  who  died  during  the  Civil 
war,  in  Lexington,  Ivy.;  Ann,  Mrs.  Rob- 
son; John,  a resident  of  Eaton  township; 
James,  deceased  at  the  age  of  eighteen; 
George,  married,  living  in  Elyria;  Mary 
Ellen,  wife  of  AI.  A.  Pounds,  of  Elyria; 
and  Mary  and  William,  both  deceased  in 
infancy.  To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Hobson  have 
been  born  seven  children,  to  wit:  Charles 
Edmund,  James  Edward,  Adalbert  John- 
son, Mary  Louise,  Thomas  Putnam,  Thad- 
deus  Warren  and  Leroy  "Walter.  Our 
subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  LaPorte.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican, and  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board,  of  which  he  is  now  a director 
in  his  district. 


f ff  WIGHT,  owner  of  a fertile  farm 
'“•“'I  in  Eaton  township,  where  he  has 
j J.j  resided  for  nearly  threescore  years, 
•fj  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  in  St.  Lawrence  county  on 
Christmas  Day,  1821. 

He  is  a son  of  Reuben  and  Susannah 
(Van  Buren)  Wight,  the  mother  a native 
of  New  Amrk.  The  father  was  born  in 
Oxford,  AYorccster  Co.,  Mas's.,  and  in  1794 
moved  to  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  with 
his  father,  John  Wight,  who  was  born 
November  2,  1752,  and  married  Betsy 
Robinson,  born  in  1765,  and  died  in  1858. 
They  had  a family  of  children,  of  whom 
the  following  is  a brief  record:  Uzziah 
was  born  in  1781.  and  died  in  17s4; 
Abner  died  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  A .; 
Jason  was  born  in  1785,  died  January  20, 
1835;  Reuben  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Abigail  died  in  New  York  State  in 
1849;  Betsy  died  young;  John  died  in 
New  York  State  in  1863;  Alvin,  a car- 
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penter  and  builder,  came  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  in  1835, and  died  in  Ottawa  county, 
Ohio,  January  1,  1857;  Harvey  died  in 
Green  county,  Wis.,  in  1S76. 

Reuben  Mkdit  was  reared  and  educated 

O 

in  New  York  State,  and  was  married  in 
what  is  now  Fulton  county,  same  State, 
July  14,  1814.  In  1834  the  family  came 
to  Ohio,  arriving  August  9 in  Cleveland, 
but  settling  at  Kockport,  in  the  same 
county,  where  the  father  died  of  cholera 
same  year.  He  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  en- 
joyed a pension.  In  1836  the  widowed 
mother,  with  her  children,  came  to  Lorain 
county,  making  her  final  home  in  Eaton 
township,  where  she  died  April  21.  1882, 
aged  eighty-nine  years,  having  been  born 
in  1793.  The  following  is  a record  of  the 
children:  Leonard  was  married  in  Eaton 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  in  1858 
moved  to  Gratiot  county,  Mich.;  Almina 
is  the  widow  of  Daniel  Pearce,  and  resides 
in  Eaton  township,  Lorain  county;  Will- 
iam, who  became  one  of  the  early  teachers 
of  Lorain  county,  married  in  Eaton  town- 
ship, and  died  in  1853:  Segatia  died  in 
Cleveland  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
the  next  in  order  of  birth  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  of  whom  further  mention  will 
presently  be  made;  Adeline  C.  is  the  wife 
of  James  Duffy,  of  Charlotte,  Eaton  Co., 
Mich.;  Julius,  a widower,  is  a resident  of 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  county;  Reuben  is 
married,  and  dwells  in  LaGranoe  town- 
ship,  Lorain  county;  Mary  S.  is  the  wife 
of  James  W.  Fitch,  of  Milan,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio;  Ziel,  who  was  an  engineer,  born 
August  13,  1832,  married,  and  on  No- 
vember 12,  1892,  died  in  Delaware  county, 
Ohio;  Eosella  is  the  widow  of  John  King, 
of  Clark  county,  Wisconsin. 

H.  Wight,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly  relates,  was  reared  to  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  in  New  York  State,  and 
was  there  educated,  his  school  training  be- 
ing much  improved  by  his  native  ability, 
close  application  to  books,  and  general 
study  of  men  and  things.  He  was  remark- 


ably quick  at  figures  and  geometry,  and  he 
is  widely  known  throucdiont  northern  Ohio 
for  1 lis  ability  as  a mathematician.  In  his 
younger  days  he  taught  school  in  Lorain, 
Med  ina  and  Cuyahoga  counties,  and  then 
embarked  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1834  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  in  1836  set- 
tled in  Eaton  township,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Politically  he  has  been  a Repub- 
lican since  the  organization  of  the  party, 
and  he  served  as  real-estate  assessor  in 
1870,  and  on  the  school  board  several  years. 


iV  ATHIAS  NUIIN.  one  of  the  many 
W/g  industrious,  honest  and  loyal  citi- 
| ^1]  zens  the  Fatherland  has  given  to 
vj  Lorain  county,  is  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Riugeville  township,  of 
i which  he  has  been  a resident  since  1845. 

Mr.  Nulm  was  born  in  Germany  in  1838, 
a son  of  Peter  and  Anna  Mary  (Moss) 
Nuhn,  the  father  a native  of  France,  the 
mother  of  Prussia.  Peter  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade,  at  which  lie  worked  seven 
years  in  Paris,  France,  after  which  for  two 
years  he  was  coachman  for  Napoleon’s 
nephew.  In  1824,  while  working  at  his 
trade  in  Prussia,  he  married.  In  1845  he 
and  his  wife  and  family  emigrated  to 
America,  sailing  from  Havre,  France,  the 

O / 

voyage  to  New  York  occupying  sixty-two 
days.  From  there  they  proceeded  west- 
ward to  Ohio,  by  way  of  the  Hudson 
river,  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie  to  Cleve- 
land, and  from  that  city  by  wagon  to 
Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
Mr.  Nuhn  bought  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
which  he  cleared  and  improved,  at  the 
same  time  working  at  his  trade.  To  this 
first  purchase  of  land  he  added  forty  acres, 
and,  later,  twelve  acres.  Of  the  nine  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Nuhn  we  give 
record  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Mary, 
wife  of  Peter  Donenfelcer,  died  in  1854; 
Nicholas,  married,  resides  in  Ridgeville 
township;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Anton 
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Smith,  of  Center,  Ridgeville  township; 
Hannah  is  the  wife  of  John  Roth,  of 
Lorain;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Smith,  of  Avon  township;  Mathias  is  the 
subject  of  this  memoir;  and  Peter,  married, 
lives  in  Lorain.  The  father  died  March  8, 
1874,  a Democrat  in  politics,  a member  of 
the  school  board  and  supervisor;  he  was 
buried  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his 
marriage;  the  mother  was  called  from  earth 
in  1875. 

Mathias  Nuhn,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was,  as  will  be  seen,  about  six 
years  old  when  lie  came  to  Lorain  county, 
and  during  his  first  summer  his  home  was 
in  a barn  in  Stony  Ridge,  Ridgeville  town- 
ship,  while  a log  house  was  being  erected 
for  the  family.  He  received  his  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  locality,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  followed  exclusively  up  to  the 
time  of  the  breakincr  out  of  the  Civil  war; 
he  then  combined  farming  with  his  trade, 
and  he  has  met  with  well-merited  success. 
In  1862  Mr.  Nuhn  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  O.  Y.  I., 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  his 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the 
Potomac.  At  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  confined 
first,  in  Libby,  afterward  in  Belle  Isle, 
whence  he  was  taken  on  parole  to  Camp 
Annapolis,  Md.,  and  then  detailed  to  the 
pioneer  corps  that  served  through  Ten- 
nessee; to  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
stationed  at  Chattanooga  and  Kingston. 
In  1865  he  was  discharged,  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Ridge- 
ville township,  Lorain  county,  where  he 
resumed  the  pursuits  of  peace. 

In  I860  Mr.  Nuhn  was  married,  in 
Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Mary 
Magdalene  Kolb,  who  was  born  in  that 
county,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sophia 
(Gravensteter)  Kolb,  natives  of  Germany, 
who  about  the  year  1838  immigrated  to 
the  United  States,  settling  in  "Medina 

Q 

county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in 
1878,  and  the  mother  is  yet  living.  To 


this  union  children  as  follows  were  born: 
Rosa,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Douglas,  constable 
of  Lorain,  has  three  children — Mathias, 
Edith  and  Nora;  Catherine,  wife  of  Ma- 
thias Burkhart,  of  Lorain,  also  has  three 
children — Clara,  Lillian  and  Frank ; Marv, 
wife  of  Charley  Perry ^ of  Cleveland,  has 
one  child;  Hannah,  wife  of  John  Alfen.  of 
Cleveland,  has  two  children — Willie  and 
Mabel;  John,  married,  resides  in  Ridge- 
ville township;  Elizabeth,  a widow,  resid- 
ing with  her  father,  has  two  children — 
Olive  and  Bertha;  Lena;  Clara;  and  Ma- 
thias. Politically  our  subject  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  in  township  matters  he  votes  for 
whom  he  considers  the  best  man  for  office, 
regardless  of  party.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  eicrhteen  consecu- 
tive  years,  such  is  the  confidence  his  con- 
stituents repose  in  him,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Ridgeville.  Socially  he  i.-  a 
member  of  Wesley  Kibby  Post  No.  708, 
G.  A.  R.,  North  Ridgeville,  and  has  served 
as  assistant  quarter-master  two  terms.  lie 
is  owner  of  nearly  sixty  acres  of  land  in  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation,  on  which  in 
1888  he  built  his  present  residence — a 
two-story  frame  house,  35  x 28 — also  a 
commodious  barn,  56x36,  and  granary 
(with  workshop  combined),  16  x 22  feet. 


n LONZO  WRIGHT,  a highly  re- 
/ V spected  and  prosperous  agriculturist 
I X\  Russia  township,  hard-working, 
and  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his 
dealings,  is  a native  of  Essex  coun- 
ty, N.  V.,  born  November  11,  1825. 

His  father,  Alonzo  Wright,  Sr.,  was 
brought  up  to  farm  life,  and  served  for  a 
time  in  a woolen  factory.  He  married 
Philomilla  Andrews,  who  was  born  in 
Stillwater,  N.  V.,  and  children  as  follows 
were  born  to  them:  Charles  A.,  who  died 
in  California;  Bushnell  A.,  a physician  of 
San  Jacinto,  Cal.;  Alonzo,  Jr.,  subject  of 
this  memoir;  Harriet,  deceased  in  you t : ’ : 
Sarah  D.,  who  was  first  married  to  Charles 
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Lyman,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Lewis  Oz- 
mun  (they  reside  in  Amherst  township); 
Laura  B.,  who  married  Edwin  Durand, 
and  died  in  Wellington,  Ohio.  In  June, 
1834,  the  family  set  out  for  Ohio,  making 
the  trip  partly  by  sailing  vessel,  partly  by 
canal  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to 
Black  River  Harbor  (now  Lorain),  Ohio, 
by  steamer,  thence  to  Oberlin  by  wagon. 
In  Russia  township  the  father  bought 
ninety  acres  of  land  at  ten  dollars  per 
acre  (nine  hundred  dollars),  which  amount 
he  paid  in  cash,  part  of  the  proceeds  of  his 
farm  in  New  York  State,  which  he  had 
sold  prior  to  coming  west.  He  had  pre- 
viously visited  Ohio,  in  order  to  select 
land,  got  as  far  as  Cleveland,  but  returned 
east  without  succeeding  in  his  purpose. 
For  some  time  after  their  settling;  in  Bus- 
sia  township  the  family  lived  in  an  old  loo- 
cabin,  till  a new  one  was  built.  Here  was 
born  one  more  daughter,  Mary,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  On  this  farm 
the  father  passed  away  in  1883,  having 
been  preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife  in 
1862.  They  lie  buried  in  South  Amherst 
cemetery.  He  was  a Whig  and  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  a member  of  and  dea- 
con in  the  Congregational  Church. 

Alonzo  Wright,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  the  earlier  part  of  his 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  the  vicin- 
ity of  his  place  of  birth,  and  after  coming 
to  Lorain  county  attended  District  school 
Ho.  1,  his  first  teacher  here  being  Samuel 
Rossiter.  Later  he  attended  a few  terms 
at  Oberlin  College.  He  then  taught  school 
several  terms,  and  subsequently  attended 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati 
three  years.  He  had  previously  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  James  Fisher,  of  Tif- 
fin, Ohio;  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  he  was 
well  prepared  for  the  arena  of  medicine, 
which,  however,  he  never  entered.  After 
completing  his  course  he  returned  to  his 
home,  and  in  1848  commenced  agriculture 
on  his  father's  farm,  which  he  now  owns; 
of  late  years  he  has  added  the  cultivation 
of  small  fruits  to  general  farming. 


In  1861  Mr.  Wright  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Adelia  C.  Whipple,  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  them:  Doug- 
lass, deceased  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
Della,  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of 
Findlay,  Ohio;  Eddie,  deceased  in  infancy; 
Henry,  farming  on  the  home  place,  and 
Jessie,  still  living  with  her  parents.  The 
surviving  children  have  all  enjoyed  excel- 
lent educational  opportunities.  In  politics 
Mr.  Wright  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
until  the  organization  of  that  party  was  a 
Whig-;  his  wife  and  children  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

O O 


I I 1\  B.  BEDORTHA,  an  attorney  at 
\/y//  law,  of  Oberlin,  was  born  May  5, 
Jjfj  Eij  1854,  in  Russia  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  the  only  child  of 
Luther  and  Eliza  A.  (Brown)  Bedortha, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Shef- 
field, Mass.,  the  latter  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Luther  Bedortha,  father  of  subject,  came 
to  Lorain  county  with  his  parents  in  1824, 
and  they  made  a settlement  in  Sheffield 
township.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
time,  in  Sheffield  township,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Strong,  soon  after  which  they  moved  to 
Iowa,  where  they  remained  a few  months 
and  then  returned  to  Ohio,  Mr.  Bedortha 
in  1S52  establishing  his  residence  on  a 
farm  in  Russia  township,  Lorain  county. 
To  this  first  marriage  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: B.  S.  Bedortha,  Esq.,  of  Bridgman, 
Mich.,  and  Dr.  B.  T.  Bedortha,  of  London, 
England.  The  mother  of  these  died  at 
Joliet,  111.,  while  en  route  on  the  return 
trip  to  Ohio  from  Iowa,  and  on  February 
17,  1853,  Luther  Bedortha  married  Eliza 
A.  Brown,  who  had  come  to  Oberlin  in 
1852;  she  survives  him,  he  having  died 
December  29,  1864,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  to 
which  place  he  had  removed  but  a short 
time  previous  to  his  death. 

W.  B.  Bedortha  received  his  education 
at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town- 
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ship,  anil  in  18G8  entered  the  office  ot  the 
Lorain  Count//  j\rews,  at  Oberlin,  where 
he  learned  the  printers  trade,  continuing 
in  the  printing  business  either  as  employe 
or  proprietor  for  about  ten  years.  In  1877 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  J.  W.  Steele,  the  present 
postmaster  at  Oberlin,  and  in  October, 
1880,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  where  he  at 
once  commenced  the  general  practice  of 
his  profession. 

On  February  8,  1881,  W.  B.  Bedortha 
was  married  to  Fannie  J.  E.  Jenney.  He 
is  a Republican  and  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 


1 ll  'VlLLIAM  RIXIXGER.  Whatever 
\IX//  may  ^e  ^ie  f°rm  °f  government 
j£[  Ml  under  which  men  live,  it  is  the 
men  of  opinions  who  rule.  They 
have  circumscribed  the  power  of  kings, 
and  in  representative  governments  they 
are  the  leaders  of  the  common  people  in 
both  public  and  private  concerns.  They 
seldom  fill  official  positions.  Our  ablest 
statesmen  have  never  tilled  the  Presidential 
chair.  It  is  the  Utopian  ideal  of  Demo- 
cratic governments  that  broad,  intelligent, 
honest, partrician  citizenship,  with  financial 
independence,  unfettered  by  official  bur- 
dens, is  the  goal  of  the  best  man’s  am- 
bition. When  this  idea  is  adopted  by  our 
educators,  and  thoroughly  implanted  in  the 
bosoms  of  the  youth  of  our  land — when 
we  cease  to  be  hero  worshipers,  and  Xa- 
poleon  and  Alexander  become  object  les- 
sons of  less  importance  than  the  patrician 
citizen,  we  will  have  taken  the  first  great  step 
toward  the  millennium.  As  a type  of  the 
character  of  the  men  foreshadowed  above, 
we  introduce  a brief  sketch  of  Air.  William 
Rininger,  merchant  and  capitalist,  of  Well- 
ington, Ohio. 

Air.  Rininger  descends  from  German 
stock.  His  grandparents  emigrated  from 
Germany,  locating  in  Center  county,  Penn., 


when  the  father  of  our  subject,  Peter  Rin- 
inger, was  a boy.  There  the  grandparents 
lived  and  died.  Peter  Rininger  married 
Miss  Marv  Miller,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  two  children:  William,  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  and  Eliza.  The  latter  mar- 
ried in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  some  years 
since,  leaving  two  children.  Peter  Rin- 
inger died  when  his  son  "William  was  only 
two  years  of  age.  By  the  subsequent  mar- 
riage of  his  mother,  our  subject  was  thrown 
upon  the  charities  of  the  world  when  a 
mere  child.  He  was  born  April  2,  1823, 
and  at  the  age  of  eight  years  was  given  the 
choice  of  remaining  in  Pennsylvania  or 
emigrating  to  Ohio  with  his  uncle,  Will- 
iam  Miller.  He  chose  the  latter  expedient, 
and  they  located  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 
His  uncle  William  subsequently  purchased 
the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Attica, 
and  laid  out  the  plat  for  a town.  It  was 
with  this  uncle  that  the  boy  William  Rin- 
inger found  the  only  semblance  of  what 
his  early  days  knew  as  a home.  lie  alter- 
nated between  work  and  school,  and  was 
in  return  for  his  services  clothed  and  fed. 
His  uncle  entered  a variety  of  businesses 
besides  farming.  He  operated  an  ashery, 
built  and  carried  on  a hotel,  and  finally 
kept  a general  merchandise  store.  Com- 
ing in  contact  with  a variety  of  pursuits, 
William  Rininger  familiarized  himself  with 
the  leading  features  of  each,  meanwhile 
applying  himself  assiduously  to  mastering 
the  essential  elements  of  an  English  edu- 
cation. 

Thus  early  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, he  learned  the  most  important  les- 
son in  life— the  lesson  which  only  those 
strongly  endowed  bv  nature  can  learn — to 
think  independently,  to  think  for  himself 
— and  through  life  this  has  been  his  lead- 
ing personal  characteristic.  All  arbitrary 
laws  in  religion,  politics  and  elsewhere — 
all  theories  advanced  that  are  not  based 
upon  reason  and  humanity — have  ever  ap- 
peared to  him  the  schemes  of  duplicity 
formulated  to  dominate  the  minds  of  the 
weak  and  the  credulous. 
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Mr.  Rininger  made  his  first  money  with 
a paint  brush.  lie  had  watched  the  painters 
around  the  hotel,  and  took  up  the  trade. 
He  worked  at  that  business  for  a salary  of 
one  dollar  per  day,  subsequently  working 
in  the  harvest  field.  Saving  his  money  he 
went  to  making  brick,  and  subsequently 
made  investments  in  various  limited  ways, 
and  each  proved  a success.  He  not  only 
made  money,  but  saved  it,  and  invested  to 
the  best  possible  advantage.  By  making  the 
best  of  his  opportunities,  in  1844  he  found 
himself  possessed  of  a few  hundred  dollars 
in  cash,  which  he  invested  in  a store  in 
Attica  in  connection  with  his  uncles,  'Will- 
iam and  Samuel  Miller.  From  that  time 
forward  he  felt  his  success  assured.  He 
remained  personally  in  connection  with 
his  business  at  Attica,  Ohio,  until  1866, 
when  he  left  his  partner,  one  John  Silcox, 
in  charge  there,  came  to  'Wellington  with 
a view  of  establishing  himself  in  business 
here,  and  bought  the  store  of  Charles 
Foote.  In  Wellington  he  had  a partner, 
for  about  a year,  William  Barnard, 
but  bought  out  the  latter’s  interest,  and 
has  since  operated  his  general  merchandise 
store  with  the  assistance  of  clerks.  He 
still  retains  his  interest  in  the  store  at 
Attica.  Mr.  Rininger’s  practice  in  buying 
has  been  to  purchase  for  cash,  although  he 
has  constantly  had  to  tide  customers  over 
hard  periods,  as  his  books  will  show.  He 
is  generally  recognized  as  a just  but  lenient 
creditor. 

Mr.  Rininger  was  formerly  a Repub- 
lican, but  says:  “ When  that  party  diverged 
from  its  original  principles,”  he  did  not 
follow  it.  He  believes  in  principles  and 
in  men,  but  not  in  party  dominance.  He 
is  not  a church  member,  being  an  indepen- 
dent thinker  in  this  as  in  all  other  matters; 
but  he  is  philanthropic  in  its  broadest'sense, 
believing  that  to  be  just  and  humane  is 
the  highest  condition  of  consciousness. 

During  the  years  that  have  passed,  Mr. 
Rininger  has  been  an  intelligent  witness 
of  the  greatest  political  and  commercial 
changes  the  country  has  ever  experienced, 


and  is  one  of  the  soundest  and  best  versed 
men  in  its  financial  history  and  conditions 
that  can  be  found. 

Although  his  life  has  been  one  of  inde- 
fatigable work  and  constant  application  to 
business,  and  he  has  always  had  the  cour- 
age of  his  convictions  and  expressed  his 
opinions  freely,  it  is  not  in  public  but 
within  the  domestic  circle  of  his  home — - 
with  his  family  gathered  around  his 
hearth-stone — that  Mr.  Rininger  has  felt 
the  cup  of  life  most  nearly  full.  He  was 
married.  September  9,  1844:,  to  Miss  Eliza 
J.  King,  who  was  born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga 
Co.,  X.  \ .,  xVpril  2,  1820.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  are  five  daughters  and  one  son, 
viz.:  Lillian,  wife  of  Edward  Phelps,  now 
of  Scranton,  Iowa  (they  have  five  children: 
Mabel,  Edna, Homer,  Raymond  and  Hazel) ; 
Delphene,  wife  of  J.  1,.  Smith,  of  Dela- 
ware, Ohio  ftliey  have  three  children: 
Ward,  Will  iam  R.  and  Louise) ; Natella, 
wife  of  William  C.  Miller,  of  Gallipolis, 
Ohio,  now  at  Cincinnati  (they  have  one 
son,  Frank);  Augusta,  at  home;  Frank, 
who  died  at  the  ao-e  of  fourteen  vears;  and 
Cel  estia  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one 
year. 

Mr.  Rininger  is  a representative  self- 
made  man,  his  life  bearing  testimony  to 
what  it  is  possible  to  accomplish  with  will- 
ing heart  and  hands,  steadfast  integrity 
and  honest  toil.  In  brief,  he  started  in 
life  penniless;  to-day  he  commands  the 
highest  quotation  in  Dunn’s  Commercial 
Agency  of  any  individual  merchant  in  the 
State  of  Ohio. 


OSEPH  WESBECHER,  a member 
of  the  prosperous  firm  of  Wesbecher 
& Co.,  dealers  in  hardware,  North 
Amherst,  is  a native  of  Germany. 
He  was  born  February  25,  1S52,  in  Mug- 
ensturm,  Duchy  of  Baden,  the  seventh  in 
a family  of  eight  children  born  to  Aloysius 
and  Matta  (Melcher)  Wesbecher,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Mugensturrn,  Baden,  Ger- 
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many,  where  they  were  reared  and  married; 
tiie  father  was  a farmer,  and  died  in  the 
Fatherland;  the  mother  is  yet  living.  Of 
their  family  three  sons  came  to  America: 
John,  now  in  Botkins,  Ohio;  George,  a 
resident  of  Greensbnrgh,  Penn.,  and  Jo- 
seph, our  subject. 

Joseph  Mesbecher  was  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and,  not  wishing  to  enter  the 
German  army,  in  1869  came  to  America. 
He  learned  the  tinner’s  trade,  and  after 
working  at  different  places  for  three  years, 
came,  in  1872,  to  North  Amherst,  Ohio, 
where  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade 
until  1876,  when  he  embarked  in  the 
hardware  business  on  his  own  account;  the 
style  of  the  firm  was  Cook  & Wesbecher 
until  1880,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
Wesbecher  A Co.  Mr.  Wesbecher  was 
married  November  28,  1878,  in  North 
Amherst,  to  Miss  Matilda  C.  Plato,  and  they 
have  had  five  children:  Henry,  Edd,  Carl, 
Leo  and  Frank.  Politically  our  subject  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  o-ives 
Ins  entire  attention  to  his  business,  and  by 
industry  and  perseverance  has  succeeded 
in  building  up  a good  trade. 


S TOMPKINS,  a well-known,  highly 
respected  agriculturist  of  Eaton 
____  / township,  has  been  a resident  of 
same  for  over  sixty  years.  He  was 
born  in  1833  in  Tompkins  county,  X.  Y., 
son  of  Samuel  and  Betsy  (Tel  1 is)  Tomp- 
kins, natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  were 
reared  and  married  in  Xewfield,  Tompkins 
county,  X.  Y.  In  1833  they  came  with 
their  family  to  Eaton  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  opened  up  a farm. 
The  father  died  many  years  before  the 
mother,  who  passed  away  in  1885.  They 
reared  a family  of  four  children,  namely: 
John, married,  who  settled  near  his  parents; 
Nathaniel,  married,  who  resides  in  Eaton 
township;  S.  Tompkins,  subject  of  this 
memoir;  arid  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Dew- 
hurst,  of  Eaton  township. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Eaton  township,  and  has 
always  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
j owns  a highly  cultivated  farm  of  eighty - 
; four  acres.  Mr.  Tompkins  was  married 
in  Eaton  township,  to  Miss  Sarah  Jane 
Bassett,  a native  of  same,  and  to  this  union 
have  come  six  children:  Otis;  Charley, 
married,  residing  in  Eaton  township;  Ellen, 
wife  of  Bird  Farr,  residing  in  Amherst 
township  (they  have  two  children);  Fred, 
Ira  and  Ida,  all  three  residing  at  home.  In 
politics  Mr.  Tompkins  is  a member  of  the 
j Democratic  party. 


CAPTAIN  THOMAS  MILFORD,  a 

, well-known  lake  captain  and  prom- 
_ 1 inent  citizen  of  Lorain,  has  been 
identified  with  sailing  interests  on  the 
Lakes  for  the  past  thirty-four  years,  and  is 
still  in  active  demand.  His  father,  Joseph 
Milford,  a native  of  Northampton  shire, Eng- 
land, married  Mary  Ellen  Griffin,  also  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  they  had  a family 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  Thomas  was  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth.  They  came  to 
America,  locating  in  North  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain Co.,  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed 
farming,  which  was  his  life  vocation.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three;  Iris  widow 
passed  away  when  aged  seventy-three. 

Thomas  Milford  was  born  June  21, 
1841,  in  Northamptonshire,  England,  and 
remained  in  his  native  country  until  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  North  Amherst.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  for 
two  years  afterward  worked  on  a farm.  He 
began  life  on  the  Lakes  as  a common  sail- 
i or,  and  then  became  mate,  from  which 
position  he  was  promoted  to  captain.  He 
' was  master  of  sailing  vessels  for  eight 
i years,  first  of  the  schooner  “ Exile,”  and 
next  serving  for  two  years  on  the  steamer 
J “John  M.  Osborne.”  In  1884  the  latter 
I collided  with  the  steamer  “ Aberta,”  in 
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Lake  Superior,  and  went  down  in  five 
minutes,  three  of  the  crew  being  lost;  and 
it  was  only  due  to  Capt.  AVilford’s  prompt- 
itude, in  ordering  the  “Aberta”  to  keep 
forward  and  not  pull  oft’,  that  any  of  the 
passengers  were  saved,  lie  had  on  board 
his  wife,  his  two  little  girls,  and  a young 
lady  friend  from  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  he 
succeeded  in  saving  his  wife,  the  two  little 
girls  being  rescued  by  the  mate.  Capt. 
AYilford  spent  part  of  the  next  season  in 
superintending  the  building  of  the  steamer 
“ J.  II.  Devereaux,”  which  he  commanded 
for  five  years,  and  next  superintended  the 
building  of  the  steamer  J.  H.  AYade,” 
which  he  commanded  for  two  years.  lie 
afterward  had  charge  of  the  building  of 
the  steamer  u Samuel  Mitchell,”  of  which 
he  is  still  in  command. 

Capt.  AYilford  was  married  December 
29,  1870,  in  Lorain,  to  Aliss  Fannie  Gill- 
more,  a native^  of  that  place,  daughter  of 
Alanson  Gill  more,  aiid  they  have  had  two 
children:  Cora  E.,  wife  of  Charles  F.  Bar- 
tenfeld,  and  F.  Adelaide,  who  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever  May  28,  1893,  aged  sixteen 
years  two  months  and  seven  days.  In  po- 
litics our  subject  is  a Republican,  and 
socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum and  also  of  the  Ship  Masters  Asso- 
ciation. He  has  been  a resident  of  Lorain 
since  1861. 


A.  DEMING,  a highly  respected 
citizen  of  Camden,  now  retired 
from  active  public  life,  is  a native  of 
Washington,  Berkshire  Co.,  Alass., 
born  June  27,  1822.  He  is  the 
youngest  in  the  family  of  nine  children  of 
Absalom  and  Sarah  (Eames)  Deming,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  a farmer  by  occupation.  His  par- 
ents were  both  of  Puritan  stock,  he  beino- 
able,  on  his  father’s  side,  to  trace  his  an- 
cestry back  to  John  Deming,  Esq.,  who 
was  active  in  the  early  settlement  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  LTpon  his  mother's  . side  his 


lineage  runs  back,  by  direct  line,  to  George 
AVilliam  Bradford,  who  came  over  in  the 
“ Mayflower,”  hence  he  was  of  pure  English 
extraction. 

Our  subject  received  his  elementary 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  his  early 
day,  after  which  lie  attended  an  academy  at 
AYestfield,  Mass.,  and  in  this  way  prepared 
himself  for  teaching,  which  he  followed 
for  sixteen  terms  in  his  native  State.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  well 
trained  to  agricultural  pursuits.  AYhen  he 
had  attained  his  majority  (18-13)  his  father 
died,  and  young  Deming  took  charge  of 
the  home  place,  renting  the  portion  belong- 
ing to  the  other  heirs,  and  here  remained 
until  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Hinsdale, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Alass.,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  and  continued  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Finding  his  health  failing  at  the 
end  of  one  year,  he  gave  up  the  farm,  and 
entered  a dry-goods  store  in  Hinsdale,  as 
a clerk  and  bookkeeper,  but  after  a time 
he  embarked,  for  his  own  account,  in  the 
flour  and  feed  business.  Abandoning  this, 
he  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
in  a furniture  factory.  In  December,  1869, 
he  moved  to  Alattoon,  111.,  and  boucdit 
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property,  and  here  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  his  brother  as  loan  agents,  in 
which  they  continued  till  September,  1882, 
when  our  subject  came  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
in  order  that  his  adopted  daughter  might 
enjoy  the  best  of  school  advantages. 
AYhile  living  here,  in  retirement,  he  spent 
one  winter  in  Florida,  and  while  a resi- 
dent of  Illinois  passed  a winter  in  Alary- 
land.  In  1889  he  came  to  Kipton,  a 
village  in  Camden  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

Air.  Deming  has  been  twice  married, 
first  time  December  .4,  1850,  to  Isabel 
AI i liken,  born  Alarch  30,  1827,  in  Hins- 
dale, Alass.,  a daughter  of  Robert  Aliliken. 
This  wife  died  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  January 
25,  1886,  and  on  April  3,  1889,  Air.  Dem- 
ing was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss 
Carrie  Rowland,  born  in  Rochester,  Lo- 
rain county,  a daughter  of  Samuel  AY.  and 
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Harmony  (Blair)  Rowland.  Mr.  Deming 
lias  an  adopted  daughter.  Carrie  B.,  born 
July  3,  1864,  now  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hopkins,  of 
Lorain,  Ohio.  Politically  our  subject  was 
originally  a Whig,  then  a Republican,  and 
finally  a Prohibitionist.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  school  board  at  Washington,  Mass.,  on 
which  he  served  ten  years;  at  twenty-five 
he  was  elected  assessor,  overseer  of  the 
poor  and  select  man  of  the  town  during 
his  residence  in  Washington.  While  a 
citizen  of  Hinsdale  he  served  on  the  school 
board  thirteen  years  continuously,  as  as- 
sessor six  years,  and  treasurer  of  the  town 
three  years.  During  his  stay  in  Mattoon, 
111.,  he  was  a member  of  the  city  council 
four  years,  and  of  the  school  board  three 
years;  and  he  took  a leading  part  in  or- 
ganizing the  First  Congregational  Church, 
in  which  he  was  an  active  Deacon  for  ten 
years.  Mr.  Deming  has  been  a great 
reader  in  his  day,  is  well  posted  and  pos- 
sessed of  sound  judgment,  is  very  popular 
and  is  universally  respected. 


CHARLES  H.  HORTON.  This  gen- 
tleman, the  widely-known  inventor 
and  manufacturer,  and  formerly 
superintendent  of  the  Wellington 
(Brick)  Machine  Co.,  of  Wellington,  is  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  born 
April  25,  1845,  in  Holley,  Orleans  county, 
a son  of  Cbauncey  and  Nancy  (Masten) 
Horton.  The  father  was  born  in  the  New 
England  States,  and  died  while  our  sub- 
ject  was  young;  the  mother  passed  from 
earth  in  Rochester,  Lorain  county.  Our 
subject's  maternal  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother were  of  French  and  Yankee  birth, 
respectively;  his  father’s  grand  father  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

C.  H.  Horton  was  reared  on  a farm  to 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  receiving  during 
the  winter  months  a liberal  education  at 
the  common  schools,  chiefly  in  Hunting- 


ton  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  whither 
he  had  come  when  nine  years  old.  Later 
he  removed  to  Ripley,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio, 
where,  in  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  1),  Fifty-fifth  0.  Y.  I.  (for  three 
years  service,  or  during  the  war),  which 
regiment  was  sent  first  to  West  Virginia, 
and  afterward  assumed  to  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  Eleventh  Army  Corps.  It  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Cedar 
Mountain,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg, after  which  it  was  transferred  to  the 
army  of  the  West.  Mr.  Horton  was  in 
the  battles  of  Chattanooga  and  Buzzard’s 
Roost,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  Resaca, 
but  recovering  rapidly  rejoined  his  com- 
pany, and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march 
to  the  sea.  lie  participated,  in  all,  in 
twenty-eight  encragements,  chiefly  in  the 
rank  of  sergeant,  to  which  he  was  promoted 
soon  after  his  enlistment.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  his  regiment  took  part  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
where,  in  July,  1865,  he  received  his  dis- 
charge, having  been  in  the  service  about 
four  years.  He  returned  home  and  for  a 
time  lived  in  Rochester,  Lorain  county, 
and  then  came  to  Wellington,  which  has 
since  been  his  place  of  residence.  Mr. 
Horton  is  an  inventor  of  considerable  re- 
pute, and  his  first  invention  was  a thresh- 
ing  machine  which  had  a self- registering 
grain  measure.  This  patent  he  sold,  and 
the  machine  was  afterward  manufactured 
and  sold  very  extensively.  He  then  had 
the  sale  of  threshing  machines  and  en- 
gines for  several  years  till  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Wellington  Machine  Co. 
He  is  the  inventor  of  the  “ Monarch  Brick 
Machine,”  which  is  made  of  iron,  its 
capacity  being  six  thousand  bricks  per 
hour,  and  is  the  chief  article  turned  out  by 
the  Wellington  Machine  Company,  of 
whose  shops  Mr.  Horton  was  superinten- 
dent from  the  organization  of  the  com- 
pany  until  July  1,  1893,  when  he  sold  his 
interest  therein. 

On  November  8,  1877,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Amelia  Callin,  daughter 
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of  James  and  Many  Callin,  of  Monroe- 
ville, Ohio.  Politically  he  is  a Republican, 
socially  a Knight  Templar,  and  a member 
of  Hamlin  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Wellington.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  city  council  since 
the  spring  of  1S93,  at  which  time  he  was 
elected.  In  1889  he  built  a tine  block  in 
■Wellington,  north  side  of  Mechanic  street. 

D 7 


O’  W.  HARRINGTON,  a leading 
farmer  of  Columbia  township,  is  a 
native  of  same,  born  February  29, 
1818,  a son  of  Elisha  and  Jane  Har- 
rington, of  Vermont  birth,  who  in  an  early 
day  migrated  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  set- 
tling in  Columbia  township.  They  died 
here  on  their  farm,  the  mother  in  1858, 
the  father  in  January,  1884;  he  dealt  con- 
siderably in  live  stock,  was  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  served  as  trustee  of  his 
township.  They  had  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  George  (deceased  when 
three  years  old),  Hiram  (who  resides  with 
his  brother,  C.  W.),  C.  W.,  Wallace  (mar- 
ried, living  in  Columbia  township),  Julia 
(who  died  unmarried)  and  Sarah  (who  also 
died  unmarried).  The  grandfather  of  sub- 
ject had  fourteen  sons  and  two  daughters. 

C.  W.  Harrington  received  a liberal 
school  training  in  his  native  township,  and 
attended  an  educational  institute  in  Cleve- 
land one  term.  Rrought  up  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  he  has  made  farming  his 
life  work,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  ninety- 
four  and  three- fourths  acres  of  well-cul- 
tivated land  in  Columbia  township,  on 
which  he  settled  in  1 S G S . He  has  con- 
siderably improved  the  property,  erecting 
a comfortable  residence,  etc.  In  December, 
1867,  Mr.  Harrington  married  Miss  Susan 
Maria  Heath,  born  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  (Green)  Heath, 
natives  of  Vermont,  and  who  migrated 

westward  to  Ohio,  settlino-  in  Columbia 

© 

township,  Lorain  county,  where  they  are 
yet  residing.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harring- 
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ton  have  been  born  seven  children  —four 
sons  and  three  daughters — as  follows: 
Wallace  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
months  and  fourteen  days;  Willie  E.,  who 
resides  in  Chicago;  Bertha  G.,  who  died 
when  two  years  and  six  months  old;  Afton 
B.,  deceased  when  two  months  old;  Eva 
M.,  married  to  Charles  Putt,  and  has  one 
child,  Mamie;.  Julia  Frances,  who  died 
when  fourteen  years  and  six  months  old 
(she  united  with  the  M.  E.  Church  when 
nine  years  old,  and  was  a faithful  worker 
for  the  Lord  at  the  time  of  her  death;  she 
was  an  alto  singer  in  the  choir  from  the 
time  she  was  nine  years  old  up  to  her 
death);  and  Warren  C.,  who  resides  at 
home.  Politically  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  his  wife  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
They  are  rearing  an  adopted  child  named 
Lester  Leon  Lockwood. 


GH.  SXOW,  county  surveyor  of 
Lorain  county,  is  a native  of  Lorain 
__ > county,  Ohio,  born  in  the  town  of 
Avon,  September  22,  1848. 

His  father,  Edwin  Snow,  was  born 
in  Portage  county,  Oiiio,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Julia  Lewis,  a native  of 
Hew  Fork  State.  They  became  settlers 
of  Lorain  county,  where  the  father  fol- 
i lowed  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  a 
j farm  of  400  acres,  200  of  which  he  cleared 
j with  his  own  hands.  This  was  in  Avon 
j township,  and  one  of  the  roads  there,  still 
I known  as  “ Snow’s  road,”  wras  named  after 
him.  Edwin  Snow  was  a leading  farmer, 
enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  en- 
j tire  community.  He  died  in  1886,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  In  his  politi- 
cal preferences  he  was  a Republican.  His 
widow  is  still  living  in  Elyria,  now  aged 
seventy-four  years. 

C.  H.  Snow,  who  is  the  third  of  five 
children  born  to  Edwin  and  Julia  Snow, 
received  a liberal  education,  in  part  at  the 
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common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  in 
part  at  Oberlin  College.  His  school  days 
over,  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
there  spent  one  year  in  civil  engineering 
work.  Returning  to  Lorain  county,  he  mar- 
ried, May  24,  1880,  Miss  Mary  Sweet, 
and  settled  down  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  followed  several  years,  at  inter- 
vals working  at  his  profession.  In  this  i 
he  continued  from  1874  till  about  1880, 
in  J line  of  which  latter  year  ho  was  ap- 
pointed, without  any  solicitation  on  his 
part,  county  surveyor  of  Lorain  county; 
was  elected  in  the  following  fall  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  term.  He  still  operates  his  farm, 
although  attending  closely  to  his  profes- 
sional duties.  Since  1887  he  has,  by 
special  appointment,  been  serving  as  civil 
engineer  for  the  city  of  Elyria. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Snow  have  been 
born  two  children:  Franklin  and  Bricena. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 


fEYRY  SPICER,  one  of  the  well- 
known  old  residents  of  LaGrange 
township,  was  born  January  4,  1829, 
in  Lancashire,  England. 

He  is  the  son  of  Richard  and 
Harriet  (Upton)  Spicer,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a teamster,  and  drove  in  his 
day  the  usual  six-horse  team.  Their 
children  were  named  as  follows:  Alfred, 
Thomas,  Jesse,  Henry,  Mary  and  Harriet, 
of  whom  Alfred  and  Thomas  now  reside 
in  Charlotte,  Mich.;  Jesse  is  in  Iowa; 
Mary  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Jesse  Con- 
over; and  Harriet  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
Sheldon  Scares,  who  was  her  second  hus- 
band (she  was  first  married,  in  England,  to 
John  Pickwood).  In  1832  Richard  Spicer 
came  to  the  United  States  (bringing  our 
subject  but  not  the  entire  family),  landing 
at  Yew  York,  and  thence  proceeding  by 
river,  canal  and  lake  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
from  which  city  he  came  to  Lorain  county, 


locating  east  of  the  center  of  Ridgeville 
township.  By  that  time  he  had  only  a 
small  sum  of  money  left,  and  he  rented 
land  and  earned  his  livelihood  by  thresh- 
ing (in  the  old-fashioned  way),  in  which 
line  he  was  quite  expert,  being  able  to 
thresh  ten  bushels  of  grain  and  clean  un 
after  it  in  one  day,  a feat  at  that  time 
looked  upon  as  almost  phenomenal.  Later 
he  removed  to  Butternut  Ridge,  where  he 
resided  some  time,  and.  then  lived  for  a 
while  at  Grafton  Station,  Grafton  town- 
ship, moving  thence  to  Carlisle  township, 
where  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  land,  then 
all  in  the  woods.  He  removed  his  family 
thereon,  but  after  cleariug  it  and  making 
some  improvements  he  sold  the  tract  and 
invested  in  land  in  the  northern  part  of 
LaGrange  township,  on  which  a vast 
amount  of  clearing  also  had  to  be  done. 
He  was  a hard-working,  industrious  man, 
and  though  beginning  life  poor  he  owned 
at  the  time  of  his  death  one  hundred  acres 
of  land,  all  accumulated  by  his  own  untir- 
ing efforts,  lie  and  his  wife  both  died  on 
the  farm  in  LaGrange. 

Henry  Spicer  was  but  three  years  old 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United 
States  and  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  the  day. 
He  could  attend  even  these  for  only  a short 
period,  however,  as  his  eyes  became 
affected,  which  compelled  him  to  abandon 
study.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
during  his  boyhood  he  frequently  saw  wild 
animals — bears,  deer,  wolves,  turkeys,  etc., 
which  were  then  still  abundant  in  the 
region — in  the  clearings  on  the  farm.  He 
remained  on  the  home  place  until  his 
marriage,  January.  8,  1850,  to  Lucinda  P. 
Hastings,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  Y.  Y.,  daughter  of  Otis  Hastings, 
a pioneer  of  LaGrange  township.  At  this 
time  Mr.  Spicer’s  circumstances  were 
somewhat  limited.  Location  in  one  of  the 
wildest  portions  of  LaGrange  township,  he 
purchased  a tract  at  eight  dollars  per  acre, 
being  obliged  to  go  into  debt  for  the  land, 
which  was  heavily  timbered  and  difficult 
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to  clear.  He  next  removed  to  Henrietta 
township,  where  he  afterward  sold  out  at  a 
)rotitr  and  in  1870  came  to  his  present 
arm,  in  LaG range  township,  then  com- 
prising 111  acres,  part  of  which  he  has 
since  sold,  having  now  eighty-six  acres. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer  have  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Richard,  who  died  after 
reaching  adult  age;  Elbridge,  a farmer  of 
LaG  range  township;  Perry,  also  a farmer 
of  LaGrange;  Harriet,  now  Mrs.  Lewis 
Curtice,  of  LaGrange;  and  Carrie,  Mrs.  O. 
Nichols,  of  Lorain.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Spicer  was  a Democrat  until  1890,  since 
when  he  has  been  a Republican.  In  re- 
ligious connection  he  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  For  seventeen  years  he 
has  conducted  a threshing  business,  and  he 
is  unusually  well  acquainted  in  his  section. 
He  is  a much  respected  member  of  his 
community,  and  fully  merits  the  esteem 
and  regard  in  which  lie  is  held  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  From  a start  of  compara- 
tively nothing  he  has  made  a success  in 
life,  reared  his  family  well,  and  now  enjoys 
a comfortable  competence. 


j OBERT  SALISBURY,  a typical 
self-made  man,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
\\  ino- agriculturists  of  Grafton  town- 
fy  ship,  is  an  Englishman  by  birth, 
born  near  Hull,  Yorkshire,  July  7, 
1821,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Graspy) 
Salisbury.  They  had  three  children  born 
in  England,  viz.:  Robert,  subject  of  sketch ; 
Hannah,  now  Mrs.  John  Dunn,  of  Ne- 
braska; and  Graspy,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years,  and  is  buried  in  Belden 
cemetery. 

In  1827  the  family  took  passage  in  a 
sailing  vessel  from  Hull  for  the  New 
World,  and  after  a voyage  of  six  weeks 
and  three  days  they  landed  at  New  York. 
From  there  they  proceeded  by  river,  canal 
and  lake  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  thence  to 
Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  by 


wagon,  the  driver  being;  a man  who  had 
come  from  Spencer,  Medina  county.  The 
father  of  our  subject  had  borrowed  ten 
dollars  from  a companion  on  the  voyage, 
and  this  was  expended  in  bringing  the 
family  to  Grafton.  One  John  Langdon,  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Salisbury,  had  previously 
located  in  the  township,  and  the  latter  was 
on  that  account  the  more  resolved  to  come 
here,  although  while  at  Cleveland  he  re- 
ceived some  inducement  to  stay  there,  be- 
ing offered  not  only  work,  but  also  land  at 
four  dollars  per  acre,  which,  however,  he 
declined  for  the  reason  stated.  On  their 
arrival  in  Grafton  the  family  were  in 
needy  circumstances,  but  Mr.  Jonathan 
Rawson,  with  whom  they  staid  over  night, 
supplied  them  with  provisions  enough  to 
last  them  two  or  three  days.  At  last  Mr. 
Salisbury  secured  work  as  a farm  hand, 
working  for  Judge  Wells  for  twenty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  afterward  traded;  then 
bought  and  sold,  each  time  to  advantage, 
until  he  and  his  son,  our  subject,  found 
themselves  possessors  of  218  acres.  After 
coming  to  the  United  States  two  more 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Salisbury,  as  follows:  Betsey,  now  Mrs. 
Nelson  Knowles,  of  LaGrange,  Lorain 
county;  and  Miney,  now  Mrs.  Alonzo 
Ryan,  also  of  LaGrange.  The  father  died 
in  1869,  the  mother  on  February  13,1881, 
and  they  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at 
East  LaGrange. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  six  years 
old  when  the  family  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  he  well  remembers  crossing 
the  ocean,  and  of  being  corrected  by  the 
captain  of  the  ship  for  climbing  the  rig- 
ging. In  Grafton  township  he  attended 
the  first  schoolhouse  built  there,  a very 
primitive  one,  constructed  of  logs  and 
rudely  furnished.  He  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing, and  has  made  it  his  life  work,  for  a 

his  father  work- 
land  in  various 
places;  he  also  learned  the  trade  of  cooper, 
and  has  followed  it  in  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  age  of  nine- 


considerable  time  he  and 
ing  together,  clearing 
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teen  he  met  with  an  accident,  from  the  re- 
sult of  which  lie  lias  since  suffered  not  a 
little.  One  nio-ht  he  was  coon-hunting, 
and  having  climbed  a tree  after  one  of  the 
animals,  he  lost  his  hold , falling  to  the 
ground,  a distance  of  thirty-eight  feet,  and 
through  this  mishap  he  became  the  first 
patient  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Underhill,  in  Grafton 
or  LaGrunge  township. 

On  September  19,  1857,  Mr.  Salisbury 
was  united  in  marriage,  by  Elder  Nesbit, 
with  Miss  Haney  L.  McKenzie,  a native 
of  Grafton,  Ohio,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them,  as  follows:  Charles  F.,  mar- 
shal of  Grafton;  Franklin  G.,  deceased  at 
the  age  of  three  years;  and  a son  that  died 
in  infancy,  unnamed.  After  marriage  our 
subject  continued  to  reside  on  the  home 
place,  which  is  situated  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Grafton  township,  and  his  parents 
passed  their  declining  years  with  him.  At 
one  time  he  owned  235  acres  of  land,  but 
having  given  away  and  sold  some,  he  has 
now  168  acres  left,  besides  three  residences 
in  the  village  of  Grafton.  A Republican 
in  politics,  he  is  a stanch  member  of  the 
party.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  members 
for  twenty-seven  years  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  in  which  he  has  held  vari- 
ous offices. 


fjOHX  HOWK,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
k I iuent  and  affluent  of  Lorain  county’s 
vJfj  retired  agriculturists,  is  a native  of 
Hew  York  State,  born  in  Chenango 
county  December  13,  1820. 

David  Howk,  father  of  subject,  was  born 
in  Lee  township,  Berkshire  county.  Mass., 
of  Holland- Dutch  descent,  his  father  hav- 
ing come  from  that  land  of  pure  butter 
and  cheese  and  variegated  flowers  to 
America  in  an  early  day,  settling  in  Lee 
township,  above  referred  to.  Grandfather 
Howk  brought  his  wife  with  him,  and  in 
their  new  home  in  the  New  World  they 
reared  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
grandfather  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 


years.  His  son,  David,  married  AT iss  Pol- 
iie  Bradley,  a native  of  the  same  place,  and 
they  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Clara 

(who  died  in  infancy),  Fli  B.  (who  died  in 
February,  1884),  Hiram  II.,  John,  David, 
and  Mary  (who  died  in  1884).  After  mar- 
riage David  Howk  moved  to  Hew  York 
State,  locating  near  Oxford,  in  Chenango 
county,  and  there  resided  till  July  15, 
1834,  when  the  family  came  to  Welling- 
ton township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  making 
the  trip  by  canal  and  lake  to  Cleveland, 
thence  by  wagons  to  their  destination. 
They  were  pioneers  in  the  literal  sense,  for 
they  had  to  hew  their  way  in  the  woods, 
and  found  no  neighbor  less  than  two  and 
one-half  miles  distant,  excepting  wolves, 
bears,  panthers  and  many  other  wild  ani- 
mals. Here  the  father  died  in  1853  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  the  mother  in  1872  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one;  they  were 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  was  a Whig. 

John  Howk,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
' sketch,  was  fourteen  ‘years  old  when  he 
came  to  Lorain  county,  with  the  rest  of  the 
family,  and  nobly  did  his  share  toward  the 
clearing  up  of  the  wild  woods.  After  his 
marriage  he  settled  on  a farm  in  Welling-- 
ton  township,  which  now  comprises  236 
acres  of  prime  land.  On  September  27, 
1849,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Esther  A. 
Baird,  born  April  11,  1825,  a daughter  of 
Bidwell  and  Sophia  (Cheney)  Baird,  who 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the  father 
born  in  Berkshire  county  in  1796,  and  died 
Xovember  28,  1876;  the  mother  born  in 
1801,  and  died  August  21,  1S91.  They 
came  to  Ohio  in  1832,  settlino-  in  Well- 
ington  township,  Lorain  county.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz.: 
Kendal  W.,  Esther  A.,  Catherine  S., 
Robert  II.,  Sylvester  B.  (deceased),  Al- 
inena  A.,  Albert  E.  (deceased),  Lucinda  E., 
Adelaide  Ik,  and  Abram  P.  (deceased). 

The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  wife 
were  as  follows:  Addie  M.,  wife  of  II.  O. 

Barber  (they  have  three  children:  Jessie 

Bell,  Clara  May  and  John  L.);  Hattie,  in 
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the  auditor’s  office,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and 
Mary  Ella,  Emma  A.,  Willie  Perry  and 
Freddie  E.,  all  four  deceased.  Politically 
our  subject  was  first  a Whig,  then  a Re- 
publican, and  since  S.  J.  Tilden  ran  for  the 
Presidential  chair  he  has  been  a Democrat. 
He  has  been  a member  of  Congressional 
conventions,  also  senatorial  committees, 
and  served  as  trustee  of  his  township  nine 
consecutive  years,  part  of  the  time  during 
the  Civil  war.  In  church  matters  he  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  For  the 
past  twelve  years  Mr.  Howk  has  lived  are- 
tired  life  in  the  town  of  Wellington,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all. 


E.  CLARK,  who  was  born  May 
15,  1846,  in  Pittsfield  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  was  a grandson 
of  Nathan  Clark,  who  was  one  of 
the  first  two  settlers  in  LaGrange 

D 

township. 

Jonathan  L.  Clark,  son  of  Nathan,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  and  when 
eight  years  old  came  with  his  parents  to 
LaGrange  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared  to  farm  life.  He  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Dale,  a native  of  Vermont, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Julia,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

twenty-two  years;  II.  E.*;  Carrie,  Mrs. 
Richard  Gibbins,  of  Pittsfield  township, 
and  John  G.,  an  attorney  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics.  He  died  in  1877, 
and  was  buried  in  Pittsfield  cemetery. 
His  widow  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age. 


H.  E.  Clark  received  a common-school 
education,,  in  the  same  district  where  his 
children  now  attend  school,  and  resided  at 
home  until  his  marriage.  On  March  28, 
1873,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  M ary  Rogers, 
who  was  born  April  28,  1842,  in  Pittsfield 
township,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Ann 
(Bailey)  Rogers;  the  latter  were  the  par- 
ents of  three  children — one  son  and  two 


j daughters — and  came  to  Lorain  county, 
j Ohio,  from  Cornwall,  England.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Clark  settled  on  the  present 
; farm,  where  he  was  principally  occupied  in 
! general  farmino-  and  dairying;  he  also 
i took  considerable  interest  in  stock  raising, 
i and  was  formerly  engaged  in  breeding 
fancy  poultry,  Oxford-Down  registered 
sheep,  Ayrshire  cattle  (registered)  and 
Poland-China  hogs,  having  experimented 
with  various  strains,  all  eligible  to  record. 
He  also  raised  fine  doo-s — Scotch  collies, 
.Newfoundland  dogs  and  English  pugs — 
as  well  as  ferrets,  sending  his  stock  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  He 
owned  four  imported  horses,  one  Percheron 
and  one  Norman  stallion  (French  coach 
stallions),  and  two  mares.  The  farm  now 
comprises  253  acres,  and  the  stock  enter- 
prises netted  him  no  small  amount  of 
clear  annual  profit.  In  addition  to  general 
farming  he  carried  on  a creamery  of  his 
own,  having  regular  customers  who  bought 
the  products  of  the  same.  Ilis  extensive 
business  was  built  up  entirely  by  himself, 
and  his  fail1,  honest  dealing,  business-like 
methods,  and  complete  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  were  important  fac- 
tors in  his  success.  To  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Clark  had  been  born  four  children: 
Rhoda  A.,  Carrie  M.,  Edward  L.,  and  Ro- 
sella  M.  (who  died  when  five  years  old). 
Air.  Clark  died  July  21,  1893,  a member 
of  the  Alethodist  Church,  as  is  also  his 
widow. 


J.  BRAAIAN,  a well-known  and 
popular  citizen  of  Lorain,  is  a native 
of  Lorain  county,  born  in  1839,  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Belinda  (Fal- 
coner) Braman,  the  father  a native 
of  Afassachusetts,  the  mother  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  an  early  day  the  parents  came 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  but  in  1851  they 
migrated  to  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  so- 
journing there  until  1856.  in  which  year 
they  moved  to  Jackson  county,  Wis., 
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where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their  days  in 
farming  pursuits.  The  father  died  in 
1883,  the  mother  in  1891;  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  took  some  interest  in  politics. 

G.  J.  Braman  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Lorain  county,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years  moved  with  his  parents  to  Iowa, 
where  in  1S52  he  carried  the  chain  on  a 
survey  locating  the  boundary  line  of  Iowa 
and  Minnesota.  In  1857  he  located  at 
Bed  Wing,  Minn.,  and  was  a pilot  on  the 
Mississippi  river  until  1860,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Lorain  county,  and  again  at- 
tended school,  also  following  the  trade  of 
carpenter.  In  May,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  Twenty- third  (3.  Y.  I.,  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  serving  un- 
der Col.  B.  B.  (afterward  General)  Hayes, 
assigned  to  the  Eastern  army.  lie  was 
first  under  fire  September  10,  1861,  at  Car- 
nifex  Ferry,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Sewell  Mountain,  Cotton  Mountain 
(Ya.),  and  Xewberne  (X.  C.);  after  that 
he  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  was  in  the  battles  of  Fairfax 
Courthouse,  South  Mountain,  and  Antie- 
tam;  he  was  then  ordered  to  the  Kanawha. 
While  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  he  was 
detailed  in  charge  of  transportations.  Mr. 
Braman  was  honorably  discharged  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  in  July,  1864,  and  returned 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
till  1873,  in  that  year  moving  to  Michi- 
gan. For  a time  he  was  engaged  as  su- 
perintendent of  a bridge  gang  in  Texas, 
but  in  1882  he  again  came  to  Lorain 
county,  making  his  home  in  Lorain,  and 
was  engaged  on  the  C.  L.  & W.  for  some 
time.  Mr.  Braman  has  been  a member  of 
the  Lorain  police  force  since  1889,  and 
constable  since  1890. 

On  December  25,  1864,  Mr.  Braman 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  Grafton,  Ohio, 
with  Miss  Belle  M.  Crittenden,  also  a na- 
tive of  Lorain  county,  daughter  of  William 
H.  and  Clara  (Arnold)  Crittenden,  of 
Massachusetts,  who  became  early  settlers 
of  Lorain  county.  To  this  union  was 
born  one  daughter,  Bena  Belle,  now 


the  wife  of  William  II.  Ault,  of  Lorain 
county.  Mr.  Braman  is  a Bepublican, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics; 
in  1888  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
town  council.  He  is  a member  of  the  Q. 
A.  Gillmore  Post,  G.  A.  B.,  Lorain,  and 
of  the  K.  O.  T.  M. 


OF.  CABTEB,  proprietor  of  a flour- 
j ishing  hardware  establishment  in 
I Oberlin,  one  of  the  leading  business 
houses  in  that  line  in  Lorain  county, 

| # T j 1 

is  a native  of  Xew  York  State,  born  in 
Cattaraugus  county  in  1838. 

Thomas  Carter,  his  father,  was  a native 
of  Connecticut,  and  when  he  was  a child 
his  parents,  also  natives  of  the  “Xntmeg 
State,”  came  to  Onondaga  county,  X.  V., 
from  there  moving  to  the  western  part  of 
the  same  State.  The  father,  who  was  a 
tanner  and  shoemaker,  died  at  the  patri- 
archal age  of  eighty-three  years.  In  1854 
j Thomas  Carter  and  his  family  came  to  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  settling  on  a farm  in 
i Bussia  township.  By  trade  he  was  a tan- 
| ner  and  shoemaker,  but  after  coming  to 
! Ohio  he  followed  farming  exclusively.  An 
Old-line  Whig  in  his  vounoer  days,  he 
has,  since  the  organization  of  the  party, 
been  a stanch  Bepublican.  His  wife. 
Abi  (Hotchkiss),  died  in  1864,  the  mother 
of  six  children.  He  now  lives  with  a 
daughter  at  Bieeville,  Penn.,  at  the  great 
age  of  ninety-five  years. 

O.  F.  Carter,  whose  name  introduces 
this  biographical  sketch,  is  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  in  his  father's  family.  Hi s schorl 
training  was  received  in  part  in  his  native 
county,  and  in  part  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  IK’ 
remained  on  his  father’s  farm,  assisting 
thereon  until  his  mother’s  death,  after 
j which  he  bought  the  old  homestead  and 
cultivated  same  till  1866,  when  he  son* 
out  and  returned  to  Cattaraugus  county, 
X.  Y.  Here,  in  Bandolph  township,  he 
embarked  in  the  hardware  business  w ith  a 
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brother,  but  some  little  time  afterward  re-  | 
turned  to  Lorain  county  and  opened  in 
Oberlin  his  present  hardware  store,  the  i 
style  of  the  firm  being,  first— “ Carter,  j 
Franks  & Co.,”  and,  for  the  past  four  t 
years — “ Carter  & Iluckus.” 

In  I860  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Emily  M.  Ilrown,  and  one 
child,  Carrie  J.,  was  born  to  them;  she  is 
the  wife  of  Elmer  M.  Rice,  of  Eiceville, 
Penn.,  and  has  one  child,  named  Robert 
Hughes.  Politically  Mr.  Carter  is  an 
active  Republican,  and  has  been  a regular 
delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions 
for  several  years.  Socially  lie  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Knights  of 
Honor.  In  church  relationship  he  is  a 
Congregationalism 

O D 


fOHX  HAGUE,  a lifelong  farmer  and 
a highly  respected  citizen  of  Penfield 
' township,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  j 
Xovember  16,  1820,  in  Milton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  son  of  Frederick  j 
Hague.  Michael  Hague,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  of  German  extraction. 

Frederick  Hague,  father  of  John  Hague, 
was  a native  of  Washington  county,  Penn., 
where  he  was  married  to  Catherine  Harsh, 
also  born  in  Washington  county,  daughter 
of  Henry  Harsh,  and  in  1820  the  young  ; 
couple  migrated  westward  to  Ohio.  The  ; 
road  were  very  rough,  but  they  came  in  a 
wagon,  and  located  in  Wayne  county,  then 
a very  wild  section,  where  wild  animals — ; 
deer,  bears,  wolves,  etc. — abounded.  Here  j 
Mr.  Hague  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  all 
heavily  timbered  and  without  improve- 
ments of  any  sort,  erecting  thereon  a rude  | 
cabin,  with  puncheon  door,  stick  chimney, 
etc.  He  had  a family  of  eight  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  Pennsylvania,  and  six 
of  whom  still  survive,  viz.:  Frederick, 
John,  Henry,  Levi,  Sarah  and  Ann.  The 
uither  of  these  passed  his  remaining  years 
on  the  pioneer  farm  in  Wayne  county,  liv- 


ing to  see  the  transformation  of  his  prop- 
erty from  the  primeval  forest  to  a fertile 
farm.  Much  hard  labor  was  necessarily 
involved  in  accomplishing  this,  but  he  was 
assisted  in  the  work  by  his  family,  every 
member  of  which  worked  with  a will  to 
secure  a home,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  the  property  was  worth  several  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  made  many  substantial 
improvements  thereon  in  the  way  of  build- 
ings, putting  up  a fine  barn  and  outbuild- 
ings, also  a handsome  brick  residence,  and 
was  progressive  in  every  way.  He  acquired 
and  retained  universal  respect  and  esteem, 
and  instilled  into  the  minds  of  his  children 
those  sterling  principles  so  characteristic 
of  his  life,  and  now  so  apparent  in  theirs. 
He  lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  Mrs.  Cather- 
ine Hague  died  July  12,  1834,  and  Mr. 
Hague  subsequently  married  Margaret 
Baker,  who  had  come  from  Maryland; 
there  were  no  children  by  this  union. 

John  Hague  received  in  his  youth  a 
meager  training  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  early  day,  his  attendance  being  re- 
stricted to  live  days  during  one  winter 
term.  From  early  boyhood  he  engaged  in 
the  arduous  duties  of  farm  life,  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, assisting  in  the  clearing  of  the  pio- 
neer farm,  where  he  labored  zealously  to 
help  his  father  secure  a home.  On  Jan- 
uary 20,  1842,  he  was  united  in  tnarriao-e 
with  Miss  Barbara  Waltner,  who  was  born 
in  Oecember,  1816,  in  Adams  county, 
Penn.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Bowser)  Waltner,  who  came  by  wagon  to 
Ohio  in  1834,  the  family,  which  then  con- 
sisted of  three  daughters,  walking  the 
greater  part  of  the  way  to  Milton  town- 
ship. Wayne  county,  where  they  located. 
For  nine  years  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hague  rented  land,  and  he  worked 
for  fifty  cents  a day,  clearing  land  for 
others,  laboring  from  sunrise  to  sunset, 
his  wife  helping  all  the  while.  In  Feb- 
ruary,  1852,  they  came  to  Penfield  town- 
ship, purchasing  102  acres  at  five  dollars 
per  acre,  and  there  made  their  home  in  a 
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log  house,  the  walls  of  which  were  so  open 
that  the  snow  blew  through  the  cracks. 

t ZD 

Children  as  follows  were  born  to  them: 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- one 
years,  unmarried;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Alfred 
Brouse,  of  Penfield;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Har- 
vey Brouse,  of  Penfield;  Jacob,  a farmer, 
deceased;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Robert  Davidson, 
of  Wellington,  Ohio;  Fred,  a farmer  of 
Penfield;  John,  also  a farmer  of  Penfield; 
and  William,  a farmer  of  Spencer,  Medina 
Co.,  Ohio.  About  twenty-five  years  ago 
Mr.  Hague  lost  almost  entirely  the  use  of 
his  arm,  but  his  children  have  taken  hold 
of  the  manual  labor,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
farm  have  progressed  finely.  At  one  time 
he  owned  over  200  acres  of  land,  and  now, 
after  having  started  his  children  in  life,  he 
has  an  excellent  farm  and  a most  beauti- 
ful home,  and  enjoys  a comfortable  com- 
petence. His  noble  wife  deserves  no  small 
amount  of  credit  for  the  part  she  has 
taken,  and  now,  though  over  seventy-seven 

1 t O 

years  of  age,  she  is  still  in  the  enjoyment 
of  remarkably  good  health.  Mr.  Hague 
is  extremely  fond  of  his  home,  seldom 
leaving  it  for  more  than  a day  at  a time. 
He  is  a self-made  man  in  every  respect, 
and  from  small  beginnings  has  made  a 
complete  success,  having  acquired  during 
his  business  career  an  enviable  record  for 
fair,  honest  dealing.  In  politics  he  sym- 
pathizes with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
in  religious  connection  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 


HARLES  A.  FOWLER  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Charles  and  Eliza  (Ba- 
ker) Fowler,  and  was  born  January 
28,  1834,  in  Chestertown,  Warren 
Co.,  N.  Y.  (where  he  spent  his  boyhood 
days),  a very  picturesque  village  situated  a 
short  distance  from  the  Adirondack  Moun- 
tains. 

Here  during  his  leisure  hours  he  roamed 
at  will  down  through  the  deep  glens  or 
over  the  rugged  mountains.  After  having 


graduated  at  the  high  school,  and  receiv- 
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ing  a thorough  business  education,  he  en- 
tered his  father’s  mercantile  establishment, 
where  he  became  familiar  with  the  practi- 
cal works  of  a merchant.  About  the  year 
1854  he  came  to  Ohio  to  look  after  an  ex- 
tensive land  estate  in  the  townships  of 
Grafton  and  Eaton,  Lorain  county.  This 
estate  was  purchased  from  Jonathan  Raw- 
son,  it  being  a large  tract  of  land  situated 
on  both  sides  of  Black  river,  and  covered 
. nearly  all  the  territory  on  which  the  pres- 
ent prosperous  village  of  Grafton  Station 
now  stands.  After  remaining  in  Grafton  for 
a short  time,  Mr.  Fowler  went  to  Michi- 
gan and  engao-ed  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness,  but  in  about  one  year  returned  to 
Grafton  to  take  care  of  the  property  there, 
which  was  deeded  to  him  by  his  father. 
He  spent  his  time  in  general  fanning, 
stock  raising  and  so  forth.  There  was  a 
sawmill  on  the  premises  which  he  operated 
until  the  year  1862,  when  it  was  carried 
away  by  a flood,  after  which  he  devoted 
his  spare  time  to  local  politics,  and  filled 
some  of  the  most  important  offices  of  the 
place  with  great  credit;  was  mayor  of 
Grafton  one  term,  and  is  still  quoted  as 
the  honest  and  business-like  mayor.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Democrat.  While  he  was 
very  outspoken,  he  was  very  kind-hearted, 
generous  and  charitable  to  a fault.  In 
1891  he  rebuilt  his  home,  which  now  ranks 
among  the  finest  in  northern  Ohio.  Mr. 
Fowler  died  December  30,  1891,  in  La- 
Grange,  from  injuries  received  while  step- 
ping from  a moving  train.  His  remains 
rest  in  the  cemetery  in  Elyria,  in  a vault 
erected  by  his  wife  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, it  being  the  finest  in  Lorain  county 
The  business  part  of  the  community  feel 
the  loss  of  a good  councilor  and  citizen, 
and  the  poor  mourn  him  as  a benefactor. 

On  February  15,  1857,  in  the  city  of 
Adrian,  Mich.,  Charles  A.  Fowler  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  4- 
Hendee,  who  was  born  April -6,  1S35,  in 
Spencer,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Anna  (Hoover)  Hendee,  early 
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settlers  in  Medina  county,  formerly  resi- 
dents of  Monroe  county,  ]ST.  Y.  Mr.  Hen- 
dee  was  a lifeloncr  farmer,  a man  of 
moderate  means.  He  Had  a family  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  tive  at  this  date 
are  yet  living.  Mrs.  Fowler  is  a lady  of 
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sound  iudrrment,  and  manao-es  her  farm  of 
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140  acres  in  a manner  that  well  exempli- 
fies her  inuate  business  sagacity  and  acu- 
men. Her  residence  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  county,  and  is  elegantly  furnished, 
all  its  surroundings  giving  evidence  of  the 
exquisite  taste  and  refinement  of  its  owner. 


\ LFRED  FAUVER,  ex-commissioner 
of  Lorain  county,  and  retired  agri- 
i\-  culturist,  is  a native  of  the  county, 
born  in  Eaton  township  in  the  year 
1835. 


In  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  Mr. 
Fauver  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
at  which  he  was  working  when  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  broke  out.  He  was  the  first 
to  volunteer  into  the  service  of  the  Union 
from  Eaton  township,  enlistino-  in  the 
Eighth  O.  V.  L,  which  regiment  was  sent 
to  Camp  Dennison  from  Cleveland,  and 
there  being  no  accommodation  prepared 
for  them  the  men  had  to  bivouac  in  a field 
among  the  snow  and  mud;  in  consequence 
of  such  exposure  our  subject  was  seized 
with  pneumonia,  but  did  not  leave  the 
service.  The  regiment  then  proceeded  to 
West  Virginia,  to  guard  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Winchester,  where  Mr.  Fauver 
received  a musket-ball  and  three  buckshot 
in  the  leg,  which  wounds  necessitated  his 
confinement  in  hospital  at  Winchester  for 
some  time.  Returning  home  when  con- 
valescent, he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  August  19,  1802.  He 
then  settled  down  to  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Eaton  township,  which  he  carried  on 
successfully  till  1891,  in  which  year  he  re- 


tired from  active  life,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Oberlin,  in  order  the  better  to 
educate  his  children. 

On  October  24,  18G3,  Mr.  Fauver  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  King,  of  Eaton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  by  which  union  there 
are  six  children — five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, as  follows:  Lester  A.,  graduate  of  a 
civil  engineering  school,  and  now  city  en- 
gineer of  Lorain:  Louis  B., attending  Ober- 
lin College;  Clayton  K.,  in  college;  Edwin 
and  Edgar  (twins),  both  in  high  school  at 
Oberlin;  and  Mabel.  In  politics  Mr.  Fau- 
ver is  a stalwart  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  in  1884  was  elected  county 
commissioner,  in  which  incumbency  he 
served  nine  years  and  one  month.  He  has 
been  active  in  the  interests  of  the  county 
in  many  ways,  and  was  a member  of  the 
gubernatorial  'convention  that  nominated 
Foster  for  governor  of  Ohio.  He  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  First  Rational 
Bank  of  Lorain,  and  is  one  of  its  directors; 
he  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Savino-s 
Bank  of  Elyria. 


IjILLIAM  H,  SAXTON,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential 
of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Russia  township,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1827,  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y., 
a son  of  Elisha  Saxton,  also  a native  of 
New  York  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  married  Miss 
Ardelia  Cottrel,  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  they  then  settled  in  the  vicinity  of 
where  he  was  reared.  He  had  served  in 
the  capacity  of  coachman  (rising  to  that 
position  from  one  of  day  laborer)  for 
Joseph  Bonaparte,  a heavy  landowner  and 
prominent  man,  who  at  the  time  of  his 
death  crave  each  of  his  employes  fifty  acres 
of  land,  Elisha  Saxton  being  one  of  the 
beneficiaries.  This  he  commenced  farm- 
ing on,  but  it  was  new  land  ami  proved  to 
be  not  worth  much,  and  later  he  moved  to 
Otsego  county,  same  State,  to  a town  then 
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called  Butternuts.  Thence  he  proceeded 
to  Jefferson  county,  locating  for  a time  in 
Denmark,  and  from  there  the  family  came 
in  1835  to  Ohio,  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
from  Syracuse  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  boat 
to  Huron,  01) io,  from  which  place  they 
were  conveyed  by  wagon  to  Richland 
county,  where  they  sojourned  a month  or 
two.  From  that  county  they  moved  to 
LaGrange  township,  Lorain  countv,  where 
Mr.  Saxton  bought  for  cash  seventy-five 
acres  at  about  live  dollars  per  acre.  Here 
he  lived  for  some  years,  at  the  end  of' 
which  time  he  removed  to  Wellington 
township,  same  county,  whence  after  a 
time  he  returned  to  La  Grange  town- 
ship, where  he  died  in  July,  1863; 
his  widow  passed  from  earth  in  1870,  in 
Ohio,  at  the  home  of  her  son  Xelson.  They 
are  buried  side  by  side  in  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, Lorain  county.  He  was  a successful 
hard-working  fanner,  and  by  industry  and 
frugality  accumulated  a comfortable  com- 
petence. Politically  he  was  a Democrat 
until  the  Anti-slavery  movement,  when  he 
turned  Abolitionist;  he  held  various  offices 
of  trust  in  his  township.  When  he  first 
came  to  Ohio  he  was  a Baptist,  but  later 
became  an  adherent  of  the  Universalist 

faith,  remaining-  so  to  the  close  of  his  life. 

' ^ ^ 

The  children  bern  to  him  prior  to  his  re- 
moval to  Ohio  were  as  follows:  Elzina, 

who  married  Hiram  Jones,  and  died  in 
LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county;  Will- 
iam II.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Daniel,  who 
died  soon  after  coming  to  Ohio;  Xelson,  a 
minister  of  the  Universalist  faith,  who  died 
in  1890;  and  Emily,  who  married  Cyrus 
Batchelor,  and  died  in  LaGrange  town- 
ship. Those  born  in  Ohio  are  Albert  D., 
now  a resident  of  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich.; 
and  John,  a farmer  of  Deerfield,  Michigan. 

William  H.  Saxton,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  education  at 
the  subscription  school  of  LaGrange  town- 
ship, which  was  held  in  an  old  log  cabin, 
with  slab  seats,  puncheon  floor  and  greased 
paper  for  windows  in  lieu  of  glass,  the  first 
teacher  being  Lura  Cross.  Here  our  sub- 


ject drank  of  the  “Pierian  Spring”  dur 
i ing  the  winter  months  until  he  was  ebdi 
! teen  years  old,  working  on  the  farm  in  the 
j summer  season.  He  lived  at  home  till  lie 
was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  pur- 
chased a piece  of  land  containing  fifty 
acres,  price  three  hundred  and  fifty  doi- 
| lars,  paying  one  hundred  dollars  down,  and 
in  a few  years  by  hard  labor  and  judicious 
economy  be  was  enabled  to  pay  for  it  in 
full.  He  built  thereon  a log  cabin,  al- 
| most  entirely  with  his  own  hands,  the 
i chimney  being  made  of  mud  and  sticks, 
and  an  old  “hard-head  boulder”  consti- 
I tuted  the  back  of  the  fireplace. 

In  May,  1849,  Mr.  Saxton  was  married 
to  Mary  Allyn,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
horn  in  June,  1824,  daughter  of  Matthew 
Allyn,  and  they  commenced  their  wedded 
life  in  the  humble  log  house  just  described. 

I The  first  road,  in  those  parts,  between 
Cleveland  and  Toledo,  came  near  their 
home,  and  so  they  kept  boarders,  which 
' helped  Mr.  Saxton  toward  paying  for  his 
farm  ; and  he  also  sold  cross  ties  from  the 
land  he  was  clearing.  This  property  of 
! originally  ti f ty  acres  he  has  from  time  to 
| time  added  to,  and  he  now  owns  in  all 
I over  700  acres — some  in  Ohio,  some  in 
Michigan  and  some  in  Iowa.  For  five 
years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Saxton  lived  in  the  old  log  cabin,  and  then 
moved  into  a frame  house.  Their  children 
were  born  as  follows:  Clara,  Mrs.  Raphael 
Rogers,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio:  Judson,  a 
farmer  of  Humboldt  county,  Iowa;  'Will- 
iam, a farmer  of  LaGrange  township,  Lo- 
rain county;  Arthur,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 

; and  Edith,  Mrs.  M.  Mason,  of  Oberlin, 

; Ohio. 

Mr.  Saxton  has  been  a great  reader  in 
j his  day,  and  has  a very  retentive  memory 
| for  everything  he  finds  of  use  from  books. 
He  also  takes  a deep  interest  in  various 
branches  of  industry,  and  has  been  a patron 
of  all  the  leading  industrial  Expositions 
! held  in  the  United  States  for  the  pa-t 
j twenty-five  years,  including  the  Centennial 
| at  Philadelphia,  the  Xew  Orleans  Exposi- 
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tion',  the  World’s  Fair  at  Chicago,  etc.  In 
1889  lie  and  his  wife  made  a trip  to  the 
Pacific  Slope,  visiting  among  other  places 
San  Francisco  and  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and 
Seattle,  Wash.;  they  also  traveled  through 
the  Xew  England  States,  visiting  his  wife’s 
place  of  birth.  In  the  summer  of  1892 
he  visited  the  Western  States,  proceeding 
as  far  north  as  Alaska,  and  traveling 
through  various  parts  of  that  new  Terri- 
tory. In  his  political  preferences  Mr. 
Saxton  was  a Republican  up  to  the  time 
of  Horace  Greeley’s  campaign,  since  when 
lie  has  been  a Prohibitionist. 


QH.  ARNET,  retired,  who  enjoys  the 
, record  of  being  one  of  the  most 
j painstaking  and  successful  farmers  of 
X Russia  township,  a shrewd  manager 
and  sound  financier,  is  a native  of 
Western  Xew  York,  born  July  17,  1827, 
in  Jerusalem  township,  in  the  lake  country. 

James  S.  Arnet,  father  of  subject,  was 
bornXovember  26, 1783,  and  about  the  year 
1S35  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Hartland 
township,  Huron  county,  in  the  pioneer 
days  of  that  locality.  After  some  years 
residence  there  he  moved  to  Illinois,  but 
returning  to  Ohio  he  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days  among  his  children.  He  died  in 
Townsend  township,  Huron  county,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1868,  and  was  buried  at  Hartland 
Ridge  by  the  side  of  his  second  wife.  Po- 
litically he  was  for  several  years  a Whig, 
afterward,  on  the  organization  of  the  party, 
a steadfast  Republican.  lie  had  been  twice 
married,  first  time  September  11,  1804,  to 
Julia  Terry,  who  was  born  March  31, 
1785,  and  died  when  her  son  G.  H.,  our 
subject,  was  two  months  old.  Mr.  Arnet 
then  removed  to  Sheffield  township,  War- 
ren Co.,  Penn.,  where,  on  August  12, 
1830,  he  married  Rebecca  Shipman,  who 
died  in  Hartland  township,  Huron  county. 

G.  II.  Arnet,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  being  but  an  infant  when  his 
mother  died,  was  brought  up  by  his  sister 


Caroline,  and  attended  the  subscription 
schools  of  the  period.  At  about  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  began  to  work  out  for 
himself,  with  a lumber  company  (four 
years)  and  in  sawmills,  etc.,  in  Huron  and 
Lorain  counties.  On  December  28,  185-1, 
Mr.  Arnet  was  married  to  Elizabeth  West, 
who  was  born  September  7,  1831,  in  Gen- 
eva, X.  Y.,  and  in  1841  came  to  Welling- 
ton township,  Lorain  county,  with  her 
parents,  Horace  and  Susan  ( Weiser)  West. 
The  children  born  to  this  union  are  Mel- 
vin D.,  born  October  13.  1859,  a farmer 
in  Russia  township;  Helen  S.,  born  March 
17,  1863,  married  to  Manasses  Baker,  of 
Oberlin,  Ohio;  and  George  W.,  who  died 
young. 

Prior  to  his  marriage  our  subject  had 
bought  on  credit  121  acres  of  wild  land  at 
eight  dollars  per  acre,  where  he  is  yet  liv- 
ing, and  this  he  has  improved  and  from 
time  to  time  added  to  until  he  now  has  180 
acres  of  as  good  farming  land  as  can  be 
found  in  the  county.  For  some  years  he 
has  lived  retired  from  active  life,  his  son, 
Melvin  D.,  havino- charo-e of  the  place;  but 
he  can  not  remain  idle,  for  at  all  times  he 
is  to  be  seen  doing  light  work  of  one  kind 
or  another  about  the  premises.  He  has  a 
bright,  pleasant  home,  where  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  quietly  and  comfortably 
passing  the  declining  years  of  their  lives. 
Politically  Mr.  Arnet  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, formerly  an  Old-line  Whig. 


G.  IIUSTED,  senior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  II.  G.  and  D.  S. 
Husted,  dentists,  in  Oberlin,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneer  families.  His  grand- 
father, Samuel  Husted,  came  in  a very  early 
day  from  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  erected  the 
first  Jour  mill  in  the  county.  Hoyt  I lusted, 
father  of  subject,  was  born  in  Danbury, 
Conn.,  and  learned  the  milling  business, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years  in  Clarks- 
tield  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  For  his 
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first  wife  he  married  Sarah  Gray,  a native  j 
of  New  York  State,  who  came  with  her  I 
parents  to  Ohio  in  1825,  settling  in  Clarks- 
field,  Huron  county.  II is  second  wife, 
Anna  0.  Stone,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  removed  with  her  parents  to  Clarks- 
field  when  but  a child. 

II.  G.  IJ  listed,  son  of  Hoyt  and  Sarali 
(Gray)  Rusted,  was  born  April  6,  1851,  in 
Clarkstield  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving  his  ! 
primary  education  in  the  common  schools.  ] 
For  three  and  one-lialf  years  he  studied 
dentistry  under  a preceptor,  in  Norwalk,  i 
and  since  September,  1878.  he  has  resided  I 
in  Oberlin,  where  he  has  built  up  a good  | 
practice.  Air.  Rusted  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, November  11,  1879,  in  Norwalk, 
Huron  county,  with  Aliss  Alberta  Jackson, 
a native  of  Norwalk,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  three  children:  Walter, 
Clara  and  Hubert.  Politically  our  subject 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  two  terms  as  mem- 
ber of  the  town  council.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Congregational 

n o 

Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  Northern 
Ohio  Dental  Association. 


DS.  RUSTED,  junior  member  of  the 
; well-known  dentist  firm,  in  Oberlin,  i 

of  H.  G.  and  D.  S.  Rusted,  is  de-  j 

scended  from  an  early  pioneer  family  i 
of  this  section.  His  grandfather,  Samuel 
Husted,  came  in  a very  early  day  from 
Danbury,  Conn.,  and  erected  the  first  dour 
mill  in  the  county.  Hoyt  Husted,  father 
of  subject,  was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn., 
and  learned  the  miller’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  many  years  in  Clarkstield 
township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  For  his  first 
wife  he  married  Sarah  Gray,  a native  of 
New  York  State,  who  came  witii  her  par- 
ents to  Ohio  in  1825,  settling  in  Clarks- 
field,  Huron  county.  His  second  wife, 
Anna  C.  Stone,  was  a native  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  came  to  Clarkstield  with  her 
parents  when  but  a child. 


D.  S.  Rusted,  son  of  Hoyt  and  Anna  C. 
(Stone)  Husted,  was  born  Alarcli  17,  1801, 
in  Clarkstield  township,  Huron  county, 
where  he  was  reared,  and  where  he  received 
his  primary  education  at  the  common 
schools.  In  1885  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Dental  Department  of  the  University 
of  Alichigan,  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Troy,  Aliami  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  Later 
he  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother, 
II.  G.  Husted,  and  they  are  now  conduct- 
ing an  extensive  practice  in  Oberlin.  The 
Doctor  was  married,  April  25,  1889,  to 
Aliss  Lizzie  Hurlburt,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
and  they  have  had  two  children,  namely: 
Howard  and  Edith.  Politically  Air. 
Husted  is  a Prohibition-Republican,  and 
in  religion  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  AI.  E. 
Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  Northern 
Ohio  Dental  Association. 


VpY  AAHD  BURKE  is  one  of  the  most 
I'  I prominent  representative  agricul- 
L/  tuyists  of  Lorain  county,  his  resi- 
dence being  on  Butternut  Ridge, 
Eaton  township. 

He  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born 
in  1827,  in  the  town  of  De  Kalb,  a son 
of  David  and  Isabella  (Alclhve)  Burke,  the 
former  of  whom,  a native  of  Londonderry, 
Ireland,  when  a young  man  sailed  from 
Belfast  for  this  country,  and  after  his  ar- 
rival proceeded  to  De  Kalb,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  married,  and  his  children  were  born. 
From  there  in  Alarch,  1834.  the  family 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in 
Ridgeville  township,  where  the  father 
opened  up  a farm,  subsequently  purchas- 
ing the  Alcott  property  in  the  same  town- 
ship. He  died  in  August,  1875,  his  wife 
having  preceded  him  to  the  grave  in  1872. 
They  reared  a family  of  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  are  yet  living,  as  follows:  Samuel 
Burke,  married,  residing  in  Indiana;  Alat- 
thew  Burke,  married,  living  in  Chicago; 
Judge  Stevenson  Burke,  of  Cleveland; 
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David  Burke,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Henry  Smith, 
of  Olmsted  Falls,  Ohio;  James  Burke, 
married,  a resident  of  Ridgeville  township, 
Lorain  county;  and  R chel,  wife  of  Henry 
Marsh,  of  Summit  county,  Colorado. 

David  Burke  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  Ridgeville  town- 
fillip,  Lorain  county,  whither  he  had  come 
with  his  parents  when  seven  years  old.  In 
early  life  he  went  on  the  lakes,  first  as  tire- 
man  on  a steam  vessel,  in  course  of  time  be- 
ing promoted  to  engineer,  remaining  in  all 
nine  years,  during  “the  cholera  year,’’ 
working  on  the  Sandusky  line.  On  leav- 
ing  the  lakes,  he  came  to  Eaton  township, 
and  bought  six  acres  of  wild  land,  to 
which  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he 
now  owns  360  acres  in  Eaton  township, 
and  fifty  in  Ilidgeville  township.  All  his 
property  he  has  greatly  improved,  and  the 
barn  he  built — 86x46  feet — 24  foot  posts 
—lias  a capacity  of  200  tons  of  hay,  with 
basement  for  cattle  and  horses.  In  addition 
to  general  farming  operations,  Mr.  Burke 
trades  considerably  in  horses,  matching 
teams,  and  so  forth. 

In  1850  he  was  married  in  Ridgeville 
township  to  Miss  Hannah  Kemp,  who  was 
born  in  Kenninghall,  England,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Colley)  Kemp,  also 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  America 
and,  in  1830,  made  a permanent  settle- 
ment in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke  have  been 
born  two  children:  Albert  (married),  on 

his  father’s  farm,  and  Lyman,  attending 
school  in  Elyria.  In  his  political  predilec- 
tions our  subject  is  a Republican. 


Dv  ARIEL  AUBLE,  a widely  respected, 
j upright  citizen  of  Penfield  township, 

' is  a native  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  born 

July  6,  1S28,  near  Greentown.  Stark 
county.  His  father,  Christopher  Auble, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his  grand- 
father, Conrad  Auble,  was  a native  of 
Germany. 


Christopher  Auble  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to  Miss 
Mary  Crumbaugh,  also  born  in  that  State, 
of  German  parentage,  and  in  an  early  day 
they  came  west  to  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  resided  for  some  years.  In  1829 
they  moved  to  Wadsworth  township,  Me- 
dina county,  where  he  purchased  160  acres, 
all  in  the  woods,  erected  a small  log  house, 
and  immediately  set  to  work  clear!  no-  the 
land,  where  he  made  his  home  for  many 
years.  In  their  later  life,  after  their  chil- 
dren had  all  married,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Auble 
removed  to  Spencer  township,  Medina 
county,  where  he  passed  from  earth  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years,  she  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two,  both  members  of  theEvangeli- 
cal  Church.  They  now  lie  buried  in 
Spencer  cemetery.  Mr.  Auble  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812,  and  drew  a pen- 
sion for  his  services.  He  was  an  honest, 
industrious,  hard-working  farmer,  who  ac- 
cumulated an  ample  share  of  this  world’s 
goods,  and  lived  to  enjoy  a comfortable 
competence.  He  was  actively  interested 
in  religions  work,  and  became  a minister 
in  the  Albright  Church,  being  a naturally 
bright,  intelligent  man.  His  children,  ten 
in  number,  all  became  successful,  well-to- 
do  citizens. 

Daniel  Auble  was  but  an  infant  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Medina  county, 
where  he  was  reared  to  mandood  on  the 
home  farm,  receiving  an  education  in  the 
common  schools.  As  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  to  help,  he  was  put  to  work  clear- 
ing the  land,  and  he  continued  to  do  gen- 
eral farm  work,  remaining  at  home  until 
reaching  his  majority,  and  turning  over  all 
his  earnings  to  his  parents.  On  Septem- 
ber 19,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ruth  E.  Space,  who  was  born 
January  10,  1843,  in  Spencer  township, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Benja- 
min) Space,  and  they  first  located  on  a 
rented  farm  in  Spencer  township.  They 
then  rented  various  other  places  for  about 
live  years,  when  Mr.  Auble  purchased  a 
small  tract  of  land  near  Spencer  Mills, 
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whence  in  1866  they  came  to  Pentield 
township,  Lorain  county,  locating  on  the 
Smith  road.  Here  they  resided  tor  about 
twenty-live  years,  and  in  1891  came  to  the 
present  farm,  which  comprises  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  excellent  land.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Auble  are  as  fol- 
lows: Mary  E.,  Mrs.  William  Ilaulk,  of 

Wellington;  Alice  L.,  Mrs.  George  White, 
of  Pentield;  Ida  J..  Mrs.  Frank  England,  ! 
of  Huntington;  Aaron,  Francis  and  Lucius  i 
L.,  at  home;  and  Christopher,  deceased. 
By  hard  toil  and  the  practice  of  economy  j 
Mr.  Auble  has  met  with  encouraging  sue- 
cess  in  his  life  vocation,  and  though  be- 
ginning life  with  almost  nothing,  he  is 
now  a well-to-do  farmer  citizen,  highly  j 
esteemed  for  his  square,  honest  methods  ] 
in  dealing  with  his  fellow-men.  In  his 
political  predilections  he  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Church. 


and 


OH  A ST  A AG,  railroad  and  Govern- 
ment contractor,  Lorain,  is  a native 
of  Germany,  born  February  19,  1836, 
at  Kurhassen,  where  he  was  educated, 
learned  the  trade  of  manufacturer  of 
broadcloth.  At  the  aoe  of  nineteen  he 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  after 
landing  came  directly  to  Lorain,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  first  in  a shipyard,  in 
the  meantime  making  himself  master  of 

O 

the  English  language.  With  characteristic 
energy  and  his  well-known  ability  he  soon 
advanced  himself,  and  it  was  not  lono-  be- 

O 

fore  he  was  largely  interested  in  contract- 
ing and  building,  including  bridge  build- 
ing for  the  county,  as  well  as  for  railroads, 
in  connection  with  which  latter  the  first 
bridges  he  contracted  for  were  on  the 
Cleveland  & Akron  road,  and  on  the  Aickel 
Plate;  he  also  constructed  foundations  for 
iron  bridges.  Prior  to  this  he  had  done 
Government  work,  chiefly  building  piers 


and  breakwaters,  from  which  he  drifted, 
in  1881,  into  harbor  dredging.  Aor  did 
Mr.  Stang  confine  himself  to  contracting 

o ' tr> 

and  building,  for  in  1864  we  find  him  al- 
ready deep  in  the  timber  business,  shipping 
to  New  York,  Buffalo  and  Cleveland,  and 
to  Quebec  (Canada)  for  foreign  shipment; 
and  he  is  still  interested  in  that  line  of 
trade  in  Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
has,  in  connection,  sawmills,  stores  etc. 
He  more  closely  confines  himself  to  Govern- 
ment contracts  for  the  buildinu  of  dry- 
docks,  coal-docks  etc.,  also  the  raising  of 
sunken  vessels,  and  other  such  work  on  the 
lakes. 

Mr.  Stang  has  been  twice  married,  first 
time,  in  1862,  to  Miss  Mary  Brown,  by 
whom  he  has  four  children:  Christina  M., 
wife  of  11.  Little;  W.  F.  and  John  J.,  at- 
tending to  their  father’s  timber  interests, 
and  Lizzie,  wife  of  P.  Jackson.  The 
mother  of  these  dying  in  1S75,  Mr.  Stang 
married,  in  1876,  Miss  Catherine  Brown. 
In  his  political  sympathies  our  subject  is 
a Republican;  socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  Kniahts  of  the  Mac- 
cabees  and  Knights  of  Honor.  In  matters 
of  religion  he  is  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational  Church.  Mr.  Stang’s  parents, 
Augustus  and  Margaret  (Herwig)  Stang, 
were  also  natives  of  Kurhassen,  Germany, 
where  they  passed  their  lives,  and  where 
the  father  carried  on  a merchant  tailoring 
business.  They  were  Presbyterians.  Their 
family  consisted  of  six  children — four  sons 
and  two  daughters — of  whom  th'e  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 


^ HOMAS  ROACH,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Eaton  township,  is  a 
native  of  Aorthamptonshire,  Eng- 
yp  land,  born  Aovember  29,  1848,  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Ames) 
Roach. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  county  in  Emdand, 
and  in  1853  came  to  the  United  States, 


■ 


township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  In  1854  the 
family  removed  to  Ridgeville  township, 
and  thence  in  185G  to  Eaton  township, 
settling  on  the  farm  where  Thomas  Iioach 
now  resides,  which  at  that  time  was  but 
partly  improved.  The  father  afterward 
resided  in  Carlisle  township.  lie  died  in 
1888;  the  mother  preceded  him  to  the 
grave,  having  piassed  away  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  in  Amherst  township.  They  reared 
a family  of  seven  children,  all  born  in 
England,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  fol- 
lows:  Mary  was  married  in  England  to 
Samuel  Mad  dock,  and  now  resides  in  De- 
fiance county.  Ohio;  Joseph  is  married, 
and  resides  in  Nebraska;  Ann  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Townsend,  of  Carlisle  township; 
William  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  Amherst 
township,  as  a member  of  Company  K, 
Twenty-third  O.  Y.  I.,  for  three  years,  and 
was  accidentally  shot  and  killed  the  same 
year;  Betsy,  the  wife  of  Henry  Montague, 
resides  in  Xeosha  county,  Ivans.;  Sophia 
is  the  wife  of  Peter  Watts,  of  Knights- 
town,  Ind.;  Thomas  is  the  subject  of  this 
memoir.  John  Roach  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics,  and  held  various  local 
offices  of  trust,  serving  as  township  trustee, 
member  of  the  school  board  and  road 
supervisor.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church. 

Thomas  Roach  was  reared  in  England 

o 

until  five  years  of  age,  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Eaton  township,  and  has  since 
been  eno-ao-ed  in  agriculture,  which  he  has 
made  his  life  vocation.  He  now  owns  the 
homestead  farm,  consisting  of  fifty  acres 
of  good  land,  in  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
In  September.  1879.  Mr.  Roach  was  mar- 
ried, in  Eaton  township,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Artress,  a native  of  England,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Artress,  who 
were  also  born  in  England;  they  came 
from  their  native  country  to  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  removed  thence 
to  Elyria,  and  from  Elyria  to  Grafton  (all 


in  Lorain  county),  finally  returnino-  to' 
Elyria,  however,  where  Mrs.  Artress  still 
resides.  William  Artress  died  in  1881. 
Mrs.  Roach  died  July  1,  1891,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann.  In  politics  Mr. 
Roach  is  a Republican. 


LORENZ  HORN,  furniture  dealer, 
undertaker,  and  postmaster  at  North 

1 Amherst,  was  born  December  23, 

1839,  in  Ilessia,  Germany,  a son  of 
Andrew  and  Sophia  (Bechstein)  Horn,  also 
natives  of  Ilessia.  Their  parents  were 
born  in  France,  and  removed  to  Germany, 
where  our  subject’s  father  and  mother  are 
yet  living.  Andrew  Horn  served  in  the 
German  army  ten  years,  and  afterward  as 
a Government  employe. 

Lorenz  Horn  left  the  paternal  roof  in 
the  Fatherland  on  March  23,  1856,  and 
after  a voyage  of  forty-two  days  landed  in 
New  York,  whence  he  came  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  arriving  in  North  Amherst 
on  June  7 following.  Here  he  made  a stop 
of  one  week,  and  then  proceeded  to  Louis- 
1 ville,  Ivy.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaker,  following  same  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  at 
which  time  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty- 
second  Regiment,  Kentucky  Volunteer 
Infantry,  in  which  he  served  sixteen 
months;  then  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-eighth  Regiment,  O.  Y.  I., 

1 for  nineteen  months.  He  was  attached  to 
• the  army  of  the  Cumberland ; was  at  the 
siege  of  Charleston,  and  in  pursuit  of 
Morgan  at  the  time  of  his  raid.  On  his 
return  to  the  pursuits  of  peace,  Mr.  Horn 
followed  his  trade  of  shoemaker  until  1871, 
when  he  commenced  in  his  present  busi- 
ness, which  has  grown  to  considerable  pro- 
portions, and  proved  very  successful. 

Mr.  Horn  was  married,  August  16, 
1863,  in  North  Amherst,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Ray,  a lady  of  Scotch  and  German  parent- 
age, and  six  children— one  son  and  live 
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daughters — were  born  to  them,  as  follows: 
Lucy,  Emma,  Catherine,  Daisy,  Franklin 
G.  and  Pansy.  The  entire  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  all  assist  in  the  choir.  Mr.  Horn  is 
an  active  Republican,  and  has  served  his 
town  and  county  in  various  offices  of  trust, 
such  as  member  of  the  council,  three 
terms;  president  of  the  school  board,  three 
years;  treasurer,  six  years,  and  also  clerk. 
In  July,  1887,  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmaster  at  North  Amherst, 
which  incumbency  he  is  yet  tilling.  lie 
is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F . and  G.  A.  R. 


E>D.  HANCE,  a leading  native-born 
farmer  of  Eaton  township,  first  saw 

I the  light  December  13,  1836,  a son 

of  Hiram  and  Rhoda  Ann  (Ames) 
Hance,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
New  York,  the  latter  in  Massachusetts. 

Hiram  Hance  came  to  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  county,  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  On 
January  2,  1836,  he  was  married  in  Graf- 
ton township,  same  county,  to  Rhoda  Ann 
Ames,  and  they  at  once  settled  on  a farm, 
his  previous  business  having  been  distill- 
ing, which  he  carried  on  for  some  time  in 
Newburcr,  Cuyahoga  county.  Children  as 
follows  were  born  to  this  pioneer  couple: 
Ed.,  subject  of  this  memoir;  Grove,  mar- 
ried. residing  in  Eaton  township;  Jerome, 
who  died  in  Eaton  township  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  (he  attended  Oberlin  College, 
and  was  a teacher  in  Lorain  county ; he  died 
from  over-study);  Abbie,  residing  in  Phil- 
adelphia, Penn.;  Florence,  deceased  April 
7,  1883,  in  Eaton  township;  and  Oscar, 
married,  residing  in  the  township.  The 
father  died  January  22, 1886,  aged  seventy- 
six  years;  the  mother  July  2,  1885,  aged 
sixty-five.  In  politics  Mr.  Hance  was 
originally  a Democrat,  hi$  first  Republican 
vote  be  in  a-  cast  for  John  C.  Fremont, 
from  which  time,  however,  he  was  a 
Republican. 


Jeremiah  and  Abbie  Hance,  grandpar- 
ents of  subject,  were  natives  of  Holland, 
whence  in  an  early  day  they  immigrated 
to  America,  settling  on  Loim  Island,  lie 
was  a saltwater  sailor  for  over  twenty  years 
in  the  merchant  service,  and  after  leaving 
the  sea  carried  on  a shoemaking  business 
in  Long  Island  and  Jersey  City,  in  which 
latter  place  he  was  burned  out.  In  1821 
he  came  with  his  family  to  Eaton  town- 
ship, making  a settlement  in  the  woods, 
where  they  cleared  a farm.  Here  he  died 
in  1866,  aged  ninety-seven  years,  his  wife 
passing  away  in  1871.  The  names  of  the 
children  they  brought  with  them  to  Ohio 
are  Riley,  Hiram,  Ira,  Charles,  Abigail, 
Sterling,  Mary  (widow  of  Theron  Jackson, 
of  Delta,  Ohio),  and  Lloyd  (married  and 
residing  in  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio). 
Of  these  Hiram  died  January  22,  1886, 
Ira  January  25,  18S6,  and  Abigail  Jan- 
uary 26,  1886. 

Ed.  Hance,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biographical  sketch,  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  the  southern  part  of  Eaton 
township.  He  received  a limited  educa- 
tion at  the  district  schools  of  the  vicinity, 
giving  only  seven  months’  attendance,  but 
experience  and  self  application  brought 
him  up  to  a fair  standard  among  his  con- 
freres. His  first  business  experience  was 
as  a boatman  on  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
rivers,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  after  which  he 
took  up  general  farming,  and  has  since 
followed  same  with  marked  ability,  mak- 
ing a specialty  of  stock  raising.  In  186-1 
he  bouo-ht  130  acres  of  land  in  Eaton 
township,  on  which  he  has  erected  a com- 
fortable residence  and  commodious  barn, 
and  to  which  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  till  he  is  now  owner  of  300  acres  of 
prime  land  in  a good  state  of  cultivation. 

In  September,  1864,  Mr.  Hance  was 
married  in  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Letitia  Emerson,  a native  of  same, 
and  daughter  of  Asa  and  Louise  (Free- 
man) Emerson,  natives  of  Maine  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, respectively,  and  early  pioneers 
of  Cuyahoga  county;  Mr.  Emerson  died 
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there  June  17,  1890.  To  this  union  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born:-  George  (a 
sailor,  who  was  drowned  November  12, 
188G,  at  Avon  Point),  Jerome,  Willfred, 
Hubert,  Lucretia  and  Lloyd  (twins,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years),  and  Anna.  The  mother  of  these 
passed  from  earth  March  11,  1890.  She 
was  a lady  of  superior  literary  abilities, 
and  was  a writer  of  considerable  merit, 
several  of  her  productions  appearing  in 
Washburn's  paper.  She  was  also  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  fine  art,  and  served  on 
committees.  On  December  23, 1891,  Mr. 
Hance  wedded  Mrs.  Lucy  (Crane)  Sprague, 
widow  of  Charles  Sprague. 

In  his  political  associations  our  subject 
is  a straight  Republican,  and  has  served 
as  trustee  of  Eaton  township  eleven  years 
— nine  in  succession.  He  has  been  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  County  Association 
twenty-two  years;  president  of  the  County 
Fair  two  years,  where  he  invariably  makes 
an  exhibit,  and  has  been  superintendent  of 
exhibits  at  Columbus.  He  is  the  possessor 
of  the  largest  individual  collection  of 
stone-age  implements  in  the  county,  and 
has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the  study 
of  their  use  and  history. 


G/ II ARLES  S.  FERGUSON,  editor 
. and  proprietor  of  the  Lorain  JVews, 
) the  only  Democratic  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  that  town,  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  Milan,  Erie  county,  July  15, 
1863,  and  comes  in  a direct  line  from  an 
old  Scotch  family. 

P.  M.  Ferguson,  his  father,  was  born 
November  12,  1833,  in  Luzerne  count}", 
Penn.,  and  received  his  education  at  the 
schools  of  Dallas  in  the  same  county.  In 
1855  he  came  west  to  Ohio,  and  made  a 
new  home  in  the  town  of  Milan,  Erie 
county,  where  for  a time  he  followed 
butchering,  then  worked  in  a shipyard, 
and  afterward  became  a farmer.  In  1887 


he  moved  to  Lorain,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  is  now  engaged  in  the  livery  business. 
In  1862  Mr.  Ferguson  married,  at  San- 
dusky,  Ohio,  Miss  Mary  A.  Smith,  and 
three  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Charles  S.,  Nettie  M.  and  Ada  P. 
In  politics  the  son  of  whom  we  write  in 
no  way  differs  from  the  father,  who  is  a 
“true  blue”  Democrat. 

Charles  S.  Ferguson  received  a liberal 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  and  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, Ann  Arbor,  three  years.  On  his  re- 
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turn  home  he  took  up  the  profession  of 
civil  enodneerino-  and  became  surveyor  for 
Erie  county,  an  incumbency  he  tilled  from 
1885  to  1888,  in  which  latter  year  he 
came  to  Lorain,  and  in  1889  established 
the  first  and  only  Democratic  newspaper 
in  the  place.  The  JVews  is  a bright,  newsy 
weekly,  and,  under  Mr.  Ferguson’s  sole 
proprietorship  and  editorship,  it  is  bound 
to  succeed  and  make  its  mark  in  the  arena 
of  journalism. 


GLAPT.  ALEXANDER  McPHAIL, 

, a well-known  captain  on  the  Great 
■j  Lakes,  and  a citizen  of  Lorain,  was 
born  September  7,  1831,  at  Green- 
ock, on  the  Clyde,  Scotland,  son  of 
Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (McKennon)  Mc- 
Phail,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of 
Scotland.  The  father  wTas  a sailor,  and 
died  in  his  native  country  in  1838,  and  in 
1873  his  widow  came  to  America,  locating 
in  Lorain,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  she 
died  in  1889. 

Alexander  McPhail  was  reared  on  the 
banks  of  the  Clyde,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native  country. 
At  the  age  of  about  fourteen  he  com- 
menced to  lead  a sea-faring  life,  and  he 
has  made  sailing  his  life  vocation,  ror 
seven  years  he  served  on  vessels  sailing 
from  Liverpool  and  Glasgow  to  the  East 
and  West  Indies,  and  he  also  made  a trip 
around  the  world.  In  August,  1851,  he 
left  the  vessel  at  Montreal,  and  coming  to 
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Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  since  been  identified 
with  the  Great  Lakes,  for  many  years  as 
captain,  sailing  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago, 
and  along  the  entire  chain  of  the  lakes. 
Since  1852  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Lorain. 

On  December  20,  1858,  Mr.  McPhail 
was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Ludlum,  a na- 
tive of  Lorain,  this  county,  whose  father, 
Henry  Ludlum,  was  a native  of  Hew 
Jersey,  and  was  a mason  by  trade.  Lie 
married  Annie  Howsworth,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  they  located  in  Ridgeville, 
Ohio,  in  an  early  day,  thence  coming  to 
Lorain,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  To  the  union  of  Alexander 
and  Annie  McPhail  were  born  six  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Frances, 
wife  of  Lewis  Hoffman,  of  Lorain;  Charles, 
an  engineer,  residing  at  home;  Henry,  at 
home,  and  Elizabeth.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  November,  1891.  In  poli- 
tics the  Captain  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F.  In  religions 
faith  he  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
with  which  he  has  been  identified  since 
1857. 


AVID  A.  DAWSON,  one  of  those 
noble  old  pioneers  who  has  been 
spared  by  the  ravages  of  time,  was 
born  October  12,  1819,  in  Grafton, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Grindall  Paw- 
son,  was  born  in  AArest  Southbridge,  Mass., 
i in  1792,  a son  of  Samuel  Grindall  Raw- 
1 son,  who  was  by  trade  a wagon-maker,  and 
' from  Massachusetts  moved  to  Genesee 
i county,  N.  Y.,  whence  after  about  one 
! year  he  came  (in  1816)  to  Ohio,  landing 
! first  at  Cleveland,  then  a collection  of 
huts.  From  there  he  walked  to  Liver- 
i pool,  Medina  county,  thence  to  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  at  that  time  a 
primeval  wilderness,  where  yet  roamed  the 
Indian  and  many  a savage  wild  animal. 

I 
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His  father  had  traded  land  in  Connecticut 
for  a tract  in  Grafton  township,  and  his 
6ons  Grindall  and  Jonathan  selected  160 
acres  each  near  where  the  village  of  Graf- 

O 

ton  now  stands,  after  which  Grindall  re- 
turned to  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  and  for 
some  time  made  his  home  with  one  Han- 
ford Bouohton. 

In  1817  Grindall  Rawson  once  more 
came  to  Ohio,  and  permanently  located  on 
his  160  acres,  bravely  setting  to  work  to 

^ t/  O 

clear  the  land,  erecting  at  first-a  rude  log 
cabin.  Here  he  married  Maria  Ashley,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  daughter  of 
David  Ashley,  who  came  as  a pioneer  to 
Grafton  township,  settling  near  the  Center. 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  fol 
lows:  David  A.,  the  subject  of  sketch; 
Angelo  D.,  a farmer  of  Eaton  township;  a 
son  that  died  when  two  months  old  ; Henry, 
a farmer,  who  died  in  San  Dieo-o,  Cal., 
where  he  had  gone  in  search  of  health; 
Rachel,  M rs.  Sam  u el  Mil  son,  of  AVindsor, 
Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio;  Adaline,  of  Pres- 
cott, AVis. ; Phebe,  Mrs.  Cassana  Lovejoy, 
of  Cleveland,  and  Theodore,  who  died 
when  a young  man.  Air.  Rawson  followed 
his  trade  in  connection  with  farming,  and 

O’  . 

was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  time. 
AVhen  he  first  came  to  Grafton  township, 
in  order  to  get  his  milliner  done  he  had  to 
go  to  the  Tuscarawas  river,  a nine-days’ 
trip  through  the  woods,  and  oxen  were  the 
only  beasts  of  burden.  He  cleared  all  his 
land,  which  at  the  time  of  his  death 
amounted  to  over  300  acres,  and  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a hard-working,  thrifty 
man.  He  died  Alay  21,  1876,  his  wife 
about  two  years  afterward,  and  both  lie 
buried  in  Center  cemetery.  Politically  he 
was  originally  an  Old-line  AVTiig.  later  a 
Republican. 

David  A.  Rawson,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  was  educated  at  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  the  period,  one  Samuel 
Curtis  being  his  first  teacher,  and  his  at- 
tendance was  limited  to  a few  months  in 
the  winter  season.  In  January,  1815,  he 
was  married  to  Aliss  Amanda  AI.  J ad  win, 
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u native  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
daughter  of  Rensselaer  Jadwin,  who  came 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  pioneer  times. 
After  marriage  our  subject  and  his  young 
wife  located  on  eighty-four  acres  of  land 
which  he  paid  for  out  of  his  savings,  the 
amount  beino-  four  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars.  Here  lie  has  since  continued  to 
live,  and  has  seen  his  property  converted 
from  a howling  wilderness  into  a smiling,  | 
fertile  farm.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  ! 
born  four  children,  to  wit:  J.  Henry,  who  j 
died  when  four  years  old;  J.  A.,  a leading  : 
farmer  of  Grafton;  Eva.  Mrs.  George  | 
Cragin,  of  Grafton;  and  "William  T.,  who  | 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  1 he  i 
mother  of  these  departed  this  life  in  May,  ! 
1$70,  a consistent  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  In  his  political  preferences  Mr. 
Jiawson  is  a stanch  Republican,  formerly  : 
an  Old-line  Whig,  and  while  not  a mem- 
ber of  church,  he  is  a Universalist  in  senti-  i 
ment.  He  has  always  been  a hard  worker,  ! 
has  managed  well,  and  he  is  one  of  the  j 
successful  farmers  in  Grafton  township. 


( G.  COLE,  prominent  among  the 
successful  agriculturists  of  Colum- 
bia  township,  is  a native  of  same, 
born  December  31.  1812,  a son  of 
William  A.  and  Electa  A.  (Smith)  Cole. 

William  A.  Cole  was  born  in  Connecti-  ! 
cut  in  1S1G,  a son  of  John  and  Bethany  j 
(Cole)  Cole,  natives  of  the  same  State,  who  ! 
in  1S2S  came  with  their  family  to  Lorain  1 
county,  settling  in  Columbia  township  on  ! 
GOO  acres  of  wild  land.  The  journey  from  : 
Connecticut  to  Cleveland  was  made  by  ! 
water  and  occupied  three  weeks,  the  rest  ■ 
of  the  trip  being  made  on  foot.  John  Cole 
died  in  1S51,  his  wife  about  six  months  ; 
later.  A brief  record  of  their  children  is  j 
as  follows:  Constant  G.,  who  married  and 
lived  in  Elyria,  was  county  surveyor  for 
nine  years,  and  was  drowned  in  the  Black  , 
river;  W.  G.,  married,  resides  in  Ridgeville  j 


township;  William  A.  is  spoken  of  further 
on  in  this  sketch;  John  resides  in  Colum- 
bia township;  Mary  (twin  sister  of  John), 
who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Church- 
wood,  died  in  Berea,  Ohio;  Nathaniel  N. 
resides  in  Columbia  township. 

W.  A.  Cole  was  twelve  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Lorain  county,  so  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  was  received  in  Con- 
necticut, the  remainder  in  Columbia  town- 
ship. lie  is  a lifelong  agriculturist,  and 
he  is  now  owner  of  ninety-seven  acres  of 
prime'  land,  upon  which  he  makes  his 
home.  In  1841  he  was  married,  in  Colum- 
bia township,  to  Miss  Electa  A.  Smith,  a 
native  of  New  York,  whose  father  was  a 
sheriff  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  killed 
while  making  an  arrest.  Five  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  viz.:  S.  G.,  sub- 
ject proper  of  sketch;  Ezra,  residing  in 
Michigan,  who  is  married  and  has  seven 
children — Mary,  Stella,  Dolly,  Viola,  Ma- 
bel, Earl  and  Inez;  Ora,  married  and  re- 
siding in  Kansas,  who  has  one  son,  Clar- 
ence; Zelora.  residing  in  Eaton  township, 
who  is  married  and  has  two  children,  Boy 
and  Ralph;  and  Nettie,  the  wife  of  George 
Allen,  of  Columbia  township,  who  has  two 
children,  Bay  and  Floyd.  When  Mr.  Cole 
first  came  to  Columbia  township,  there 
were  only  a few  people,  in  it,  and  his  fam- 
ily is  now  the  oldest  extant.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  over  fifty  years. 

S.  G.  Cole  received  a liberal  education 
at  the  schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
three  years  at  Oberlin.  He  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  early  man- 
hood commenced  teaching  school,  a voca- 
tion he  followed  for  twenty  winters  in  Co- 
lumbia township,  all  the  time  in  adjoining 
districts,  his  summers  being  occupied  in 
farming.  He  owned,  at  first,  twenty-five 
acres,  which  has  since  been  added  to  until 
he  has  now  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
of  excellent  land.  On  December  2b, 
1S05,  Mr.  Cole  was  married,  in  Columbia 
township,  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Robinson,  a 
native  of  Summit  county,  Ohio,  daughter 
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of  Daniel  and  Julia  (Wilson)  Robinson 
lie  a native  of  Yew  York,  she  of  Yew  Jer- 
sey; in  an  early  day  they  came  to  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  'where  they  married,  after- 
ward, in  1842,  moving  to  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  settling  on  a farm 
where  the  father  is  yet  living;  the  mother 
died  in  1S74.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole,  as  follows: 
Willie  D.,  married,  and  living  on  a farm 
(he  lias  one  son,  Leon);  and  George  LL, 
living  at  home,  who  was  married  December 
25,  1893,  to  Miss  Jennie  Longbon.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  our  subject  has 
served  his  township  as  clerk,  also  as  trustee 
several  terms,  and  he  has  been  a justice  of 
the  peace  for  three  years.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Columbia  Center,  of  which  he  is  a trustee. 


| OHY  PORTER,  a retired,  honored 
b-  I]  resident  of  the  town  of  Rochester,  is 
(LJi  a native  of  Yew  York  State,  born  in 
Montgomery  county  July  IS,  1810. 

William  Porter  (father  of  subject),  also 
a native  of  Montgomery  county,  Y.  Y., 
was  born  July  19,  1789,  a son  of  John 
Porter.  He  (William)  learned  the  trade 
of  fanning-mill  maker  of  an  uncle,  Aaron 
Porter,  and  this  business  he  worked  at, 
more  or  less,  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 
On  April  24, 1808.  in  Montgomery  county, 
Y.  Y.,  he  married  Dolly  Smith,  who  was 
born  June  13,  1790,  a daughter  of  John 
Smith,  and  here  their  firstborn,  John,  the 
subject  of  these  lines,  came  into  the  world. 
In  1813  this  little  family  moved  to  Au- 
relius township,  Cayuga  county,  same 
State,  locating  on  a twenty-five-acre  tract 
about  six  miles  southwest  of  Auburn, 
which  land  William  cultivated,  at  the  same 
time  following  his  trade.  Here  the  home 

O 

circle  was  increased  by  two  more  children 
—Martha,  born  September  29,  1812,  mar- 
ried to  Jacob  Hershey  in  Genesee  county, 
Y.  Y.,  and  died  February  20,  1839,  in 
Ruggles  township,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio;  and 


Sanford,  born  June  4,  1815,  who  died 
April  6,  1862,  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa.  In 
the  early  part  of  1819  the  family  removed 
to  Livonia,  Livingston  Co.,  Y.  Y.,  where 
I Mr.  P orter  bought  twenty-five  acres,  hav- 
| ing  sold  his  property  in  Cayuga  county; 
and  here  he  labored  chiefly  on  his  farm, 
doing  but  little  at  his  trade.  Another  ray 
of  sunshine  entered  the  Porter  home  in 
the  coming  of  the  fourth  child  in  the  per- 
son of  Maria  A.,  who  was  born  April  25, 
1819,  and  died  August  26,  1849,  in  Rug- 
gles, Ashland  county.  After  a three-years 
residence  in  Livonia  the  family  again 
moved, -this  time  to  Lima,  same  county, 
and  for  a period  of  nine  years  the  husband 
and  father  continued  at  his  trade,  meeting 
with  very  fair  success.  The  remainder  of 
his  family  were  born  there,  to  wit:  Enoch, 
born  July  1,  1821,  now  of  Yew  London, 
Ohio;  William  George,  born  January  15. 
1823,  who  died  in  Ruggles,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio,  February  7,  1882;  and  Jacob,  born 
February  16,  1825,  who  died  Yovember 
20,  1857,  in  Rugcdes,  Ohio. 

About  the  year  1830  William  Porter, 
having  purchased  a farm  in  Genesee 
county,  Y.  Y.,  removed  his  family  thither, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1832  they  came  to  Ohio. 
In  the  previous  spring  the  father,  together 
with  his  eldest  son  (our  subject)  and  a 
brother-in-law,  Jacob  Ilershev,  had  come 
to  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  looking  up  land. 
To  Buffalo,  Y.  Y.,  they  traveled  by  team, 
thence  by  lake  vessel  to  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
from  which  town  they  walked  through  the 
woods  to  Ruggles,  Huron  ( now  in  Ashland) 
j county,  “ blazing”  their  way  as  they  went. 

In  what  was  then  the  northwest  corner  of 
j Ashland  county,  and  is  now  the  southeast 
j corner  of  Huron  county,  Mr.  Porter  bought 
i 200  acres  of  the  wildest  of  wild  land — 
j a four-mile  journey  from  the  nearest  gleam 
: of  civilization — for  which  he  paid  two  dol- 
! lars  per  acre.  Returning  to  Genesee  county. 

I Y.  l in  the  followino-  fall,  these  “ avant- 
| couriers  ” made  the  necessary  preparations 
to  transport  the  entire  Porter  family  to 
j their  new  Ohio  home.  They  all  made  the 
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journey  in  :i  wagon,  driven  by  William  Por- 
ter, except  our  subject  and  Mr.  Hershey,  who 
came  by  water,  arriving  in  advance  of  the  rest 
of  the  party.  The  latter  arrived  in  the  sec- 
tion of  where  their  new  home  was  to  be  on 
a certain  dark  night,  without  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  their  whereabouts;  but  find- 
ing  the  cabin  of  a settler,  by  name  Leebow, 
they  enquired  of  him  how  they  should  pro- 
ceed to  reach  the  settlement  of  Jacob  Rolir- 
back,  wvhich  was  to  be  their  temporary 
abiding  place.  Making  a torch  out  of  a 
kindled  strip  of  hickory  bark,  the  only 
light  to  be  had,  Leebow  set  out  in  front  of 
the  benighted  travelers;  but  though  com- 
paratively  well  acquainted  with  the  local- 
ity he  lost  his  way,  and  in  the  dense,  dark, 
wild-beast-haunted  forest  they  wandered 
about  until  dawn,  when  at  last  they  found 
the  long- sought  haven.  At  Rohrback’s 
place  they  remained  a short  time.-  while 
John  and  Hershey  were  building,  for  their 
reception,  on  their  own  land,  a rude  log 
cabin,  at  that  time  having  neither  door, 
floor  nor  window,  but  which  later  was  made 
more  complete  and  comfortable.  When 
the  family  came  to  Ohio  Mrs.  Porter 
brought  along  enough  soap  to  last  them 
through  the  first  year,  and  when  that  had 
been  exhausted  they  found  that  they  could 
get  no  grease  to  make  another  supply. 
This  difficulty,  however,  was  overcome  by 
young  Porter,  who  supplied  the  grease  by 
killing  hedgehogs,  and  dressing  them  and 
rendering  the  fat.  During  their  first  win- 
ter in  this  forest  home  the  family  cleared 
four  acres,  and,  following  spring,  planted 
corn,  sowing  it  in  depressions  made  in  the 
soil  by  sinking  an  old  axe  in  it  between 
the  numerous  beech  stumps  that  almost 
covered  the  surface  of  the  clearing.  Con- 
sidering the  primitive  condition  of  things, 
a remarkably  good  crop  was  gathered  the 
succeeding  fall;  and  so  year  by  year  these 
brave  pioneers,  nothing  daunted,  kept  im- 
proving their  little  farm,  clearing  it  gradu- 
ally of  both  trees  and  stumps,  and  erecting 
outbuildings  as  necessity  demanded.  The 
father  lived  to  see  that  entire  section 


transformed  from  its  primeval  state  into 
prosperous  farms  surrounded  with  blossom- 
ing gardens  and  smiling  fields  of  orain. 
lie  died  February  7,  1872,  and  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  New  London,  Huron 
county,  by  the  side  of  his  wife,  who  had 
preceded  him  to  the  “Land  of  the  leal” 
June  1,  I860.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Porter,  in  his  politi- 
cal sympathies,  was  originally  an  Old-line 
W hig,  and,  after  its  organization,  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Republican  party. 

John  Porter,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  being  the  eldest  in  his  father’s  fam- 
ily, had  the  lion’s  share  of  hard  work  to 
do,  but  he  found  time,  prior  to  coming  to 
Ohio,  to  secure  a good  subscription-school 
education,  besides  learning  the  trade  of 
fanning-mill  maker.  After  coming  to 
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Ohio  he  bought  of  his  father  (on  credit) 
one  hundred  acres  of  the  latter’s  original 
purchase,  and  this  by  untiring  energy  and 
hard  work  he  succeeded  in  clearincr  and 
convertinginto  a well-cultivated  farm.  Im- 
mediately after  marriage  he  and  his  bride 
took  up  their  residence  in  a newly  erected 
log  cabin  on  his  farm,  and  this  he  left  in 
1881,  coming  with  his  wife  into  the  town 
of  Rochester,  Lorain  county,  which  has 
since  been  his  home. 

On  September  26,  1837,  Mr.  Porter 
married  Miss  Sal ly  Clarke,  born  in  Cayuga 
county,  X.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Clarke,  who  came  to  Troyr  township,  Ash- 
land county,  in  an  early  day.  To  this  union 
children  as  follows  were  born:  William,  a 
Methodist  minister  of  Kansas;  Franklin, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years  in 
Rowlesburo'h,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  a merchant;  Leander  R.,  of  Troy, 
Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  a horseman;  Martha 
E.,  who  died  when  three  years  old;  and 
Alice  F.,  Mrs.  Joseph  Yacomb,  of  Welling- 
ton, Ohio.  Mrs.  Sally  Porter  died  May 
24,  1876,  and  was  buried  in  the  fam- 
ily lot  at  New  London,  Huron  county. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Porter  married 
June  16,  1878,  Miss  Martha  Beck,  a native 
of  Harrison  county,  Ohio. 
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Mr.  Porter  is  a living  example  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  industry,  resolu- 
tion and  thrift.  His  methods  through  life 
have  always  been  most  exemplary,  and  the  j 
motto  -‘The  Golden  Pule”  he  has  as- 
siduously observed,  lie  never  was  sued, 
and  never  sued  any  one.  Although  a time- 
honored  "Whig  and  Republican  from  prin-  j 
ciple,  his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  [ 
for  Andrew  Jackson,  but  that  was  his  last 
polling  for  a Democratic  administration. 
In  both  Ruggles  township  and  Rochester 
lie  has  served  in  offices  of  trust  faithfully 
and  satisfactorily.  In  religious  faith  he  i 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Aletliodist 
Church,  of  which  he  is  trustee. 


CHRISTIAN  SCHWARZ,  one  of  that 
class  of  indefatigable  Germans  who 
prosper  better  after  reverses,  and 
whose  motto  and  watchword  is 
“Verzage  nicht,”  was  born  March  14, 
1833,  in  Fraudenthal,  Wurtembero-,  a son 
of  Christian  Schwarz,  who  in  the  Father- 
land  was  by  trade  a confectioner.  There 
were  eleven  children  in  the  family,  eight 
of  whom  grew  to  be  men  and  women. 
The  father  died  in  1849,  the  mother  '•two 
and  one-half  years  before  him.  They  were 
much  respected  people,  honest  and  indus- 
trious, and  in  good  circumstances. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  all 
his  education  in  his  native  country,  uot 
having  attended  any  schools  since  coming 
to  America,  but  nevertheless  he  can  read 
and  write  English  fairly  well.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  partly  learned  the  trade  of  butcher, 
and  after  his  father’s  death  he  returned  to 
it,  to  serve  a regular  apprenticeship,  the 
premium  paid  by  him  for  same  being 
sixty-five  guilders,  equal  to  about  twenty- 
five  dollars  United  States  money.  At  the 
end  of  nine  months  he  passed  an  examina- 
tion, and  then  in  August,  1851,  with  some 
monev  he  had  received  from  his  Guardian, 
lie  started  for  the  United  States,  sailing 
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from  Havre,  France,  on  the  ship  “Balti- 
more” for  New  York.  He  was  without 
any  friend  or  relative  when  he  cast  his  last 
look  on  the  Fatherland,  but,  though  yet 
a lad  of  seventeen  summers,  was  possessed 
of  a stout  heart,  a strong  determination 
and  a willing  pair  of  hands.  At  the  end 
of  thirty  days  he  found  himself  in  New 
York — a stranger  in  a strange  land — and 
hastening  on  westward  he  reached  Cleve- 

o 

land,  Ohio,  on  September  25,  one  dollar 
in  debt,  for  he  had  been  assisted  by  a 
friend  whose  acquaintance  he  made  on  the 
voyage.  In  that  city  he  obtained  work  at 
his  trade,  and  for  five  years  was  with 
George  Ross.  Later  he  embarked  in  the 
butchering  business  for  his  own  account, 
and  prospered  beyond  his  expectations, for 
at  one  time  he  was  worth  as  much  as 
twenty  thousand  dollars;  but  later,  owing 
to  the  fall  in  price  of  cattle,  of  which  he 
had  a quantity  en  route,  he  suffered  severe 
loss.  In  Cleveland  he  remained  till  18G9, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  Liverpool, 
Medina  county,  whence  after  three  years 
he  moved  to  Grafton  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  has  since  resided,  en- 
gaged in  the  butchering  business  and 
farming.  He  has  bought  a great  deal  of 
cattle  in  Lis  day,  his  experience  eminently 
qualifying  him  for  being  an  expert  in  that 
line,  and  made  a great  deal  of  money;  but 
reverses  came  sufficient  to  discourage  al- 
most any  other  man,  yet  he  was  never  dis- 
couraged. He  now  owns  in  Grafton  town- 

CD  * . 

ship  150  acres  of  prime  land,  equipped 
with  good  buildings,  his  good  wife  having 
nobly7  done  her  share  toward  the  accumu- 
lation and  improvement  of  the  property. 
Politically  he  is  a zealous  member  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

In  1857,  while  residing  in  Cleveland, 
Mr.  Schwarz  was  married  to  Christina 
Bleil.  born  in  Liverpool  township,  Medina 
Co..  Ohio,  December  22,  1835,  daughter 
of  John  Bleil.  She  is  a typical  German- 
American  lady,  and  has  been  of  invaluable 
assistance  to  her  husband  in  both  pros- 
perity and  adversity.  She  was  on  a visit 
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to  a married  sister  in  Cleveland  when  she 
met  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Schwarz.  Her 
father  was  amonr  the  early  residents  of 
Liverpool  township,  whither  he  had  come 
from  Germany  in  1831.  In  1846,  with 
his  wife  and  six  children,  all  stowed  in  a 
two-horse  wagon,  he  made  a trip  to  Wis- 
consin with  tlie  intention  of  settling  there, 
and  arrived  at  the  end  of  a three- weeks’ 
pretty  rough  journey.  After  a two-years’ 
residence  in  Rock  county,  they  concluded 
to  return  fo  Ohio,  and  on  their  way  spent  a 
Sunday  in  Chicago,  the  “ World's  Fair  City,’’ 
. then  a very  unpromising  muddy  little  town, 
which  Mrs.  Schwarz  remembers  well.  The 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  wife  were 
as  follows:  Charles,  a butcher  by  trade, 

and  working  on  the  farm;  Frederick,  a 
carpenter,  of  Missouri;  Albert,  a farmer, 
also  of  Missouri;  Ida,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Mennells, 
of  California:  Caroline,  deceased;  Rosa, 
residing  at  home;  and  Bertha,  Mrs.  John 
Bezing,  of  Grafton. 
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FJ  A.  GREENE,  a retired  ship  captain, 
and  farmer  of  LaGrange  township, 
was  born  March  10,  1836,  in  St. 
Lawrence  county,  New  York. 

He  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  Betsey 
(Beverly  f Greene,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a farmer  in  New  York  State,  and  later 
moved  to  near  Watertown,  Jefferson 
county,  whence  in  1843  he  came  to  Ohio. 
He  had  four  children,  viz.:  Fordice  B., 

who  was  a soldier  in  the  Federal  army,  and 
died  in  the  service;  Vint  Roy,  now  of 
Mendon,  Mich. ; .Aurora,  now  Mrs.  Syl- 
vester Parsons,  of  Michigan;  and  F.  A., 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Frederick  Greene 
brought  his  family  in  a covered  waron 
drawn  by  one  horse,  and  they  located  in 
Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  had  bargained  for  forty  acres  of  land. 
He  intended  to  pay  for  that  land  and  make 
a home  there,  but  one  day  while  chopping 
in  the  woods  his  axe  was  so  caught  while 
he  was  carrying  it,  in  getting  away  from  a 


falling  tree,  that  it  struck  him,  the  wound 
causing  his  death.  lie  was  buried  in 
Ridgeville  cemetery.  The  mother  kept  the 
family  together  a short  while,  but  she  too 
was  soon  called  from  earth,  dying  June 
30,  1849. 

Being  thus  left  an  orphan  at  an  early 
age,  our  subject,  through  force  of  circum- 
stances, left  home  to  battle  with  the  world 
alone.  For  six  months  he  lived  with  Levi 
Tomlinson,  but,  being  dissatisfied,  left  and 
went  to  Avon  township,  concluding  after 
a short  stay  there,  however,  that  Cleveland 
would  be  a better  place  for  him.  Taking 
all  his  earthly  effects,  which  he  easily  car- 
ried in  a handkerchief,  he  set  out  on  foot 
for  the  city,  which  was  twenty-two  miles 
distant;  and  so  anxious  was  he  to  reach 
his  destination  that  he  ran  more  of  the 
way  than  he  walked.  Shortly  after 
going  to  Cleveland  he  shipped  on  board 
the  propeller  “ Oneida,”  bound  for  Chi- 
cago, carrying  principally  immigrants, 
and  made  eight  trips  on  her  that  season. 
He  next  went  out  on  the  scow  ‘•'Commo- 
dore Lawrence,”  as  cook,  where  he  served 
satisfactorily,  and  during  the  winter  sea- 
son, when  navigation  closed,  he  found  em- 
ployment carrying  cross  country  mails 
from  Vermillion  to  New  London.  For  a 
long  time  he  made  his  home  with  Capt. 
Judson,  of  Vermillion,  becoming  very 
much  attached  to  him  and  his  family. 
For  many  years  he  was  employed  by  Mr. 
Bradley,  then  so  well-known  among  vessel- 
men,  with  whom  he  remained  thirty-five 
years,  serving  as  cook,  mate  and  captain, 
and  proving  efficient,  thorough,  faithful 
and  trustworthy  in  all  these  positions.  In 
the  season  of  1892  he  shipped  for  three 
months  on  the  vessel  “ Ida  Keich,”  and 
this  was  the  last  work  he  did  on  the  lakes. 
Mr.  Greene  has  been  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful men  on  the  lakes;  he  was  sailing 
for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  during  that 
time  never  lost  a doller  for  either  the  un- 
derwriters or  his  employers. 

On  December  22,  1863,  Mr.  Greene  was 
married  to  Miss  Lucy  Underhill,  who  was 
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born  in  LaGrange,  daughter  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Un- 
derhill, the  well-known  medical  practi- 
tioner in  that  place;  they  had  met  at 
Berea  University,  which  institution  both 
attended.  To  this  marriage  came  three 
children,  as  follows:  Hettie  E.,  now  the 

wife  of  Rev.  W.  W.  Long,  a Methodist 
Episcopal  minister,  of  Ashland  county, 
Ohio;  Mary,  who  died  in  1881;  and  George 
Judson,  residing  at  home.  After  his  mar- 
riage our  subject  located  at  Vermillion, 
thehce  removing  to  Cleveland  and  later  to 
LaGrange.  In  1875  he  moved  to  Ober- 
lin.  returning  to  LaGrange  in  18S6,  in 
which  village  he  erected  a very  coini'orta- 
hie  house,  which  he  afterward  sold,  erect- 
ing another  dwelling,  which  he  still  owns, 
and  which  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  resi- 
dences in  the  town.  lie  now  resides  on 
eighty  acres  of  land,  bought  from  the  tract 
of  Dr.  G.  C.  Underhill,  where  he  now  finds 
pleasure  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr. 
Greene  is  a self-made  man,  having  by  hard 
work  and  incessant  toil  risen  to  his  present 
prosperous  position,  undergoing  all  the 
hardships  incident  to  the  lot  of  a twelve- 
year- old  boy  on  board  a vessel,  and  en- 
deavoring to  obtain  an  education.  Mr. 
Greene  is  a Democrat,  but  takes  little  in- 
terest in  politics;  he  was  formerly  a great 
admirer  of  Stephen  Douglas.  Mrs.  Greene 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 


Lester  j.  Richmond,  a pros- 

; perous,  self-made  citizen  of  Pen  field 

[ township,  was  born  November  22, 

1842,  in  Akron,  Ohio,  son  of  Charles 
B.  and  Matilda  (Welton)  Richmond.  He 
was  one  of  twins,  the  other  named  Lucy  J. 

Our  subject  received  the  greater  part  of 
his  education  before  reaching  the  ane  of 
sixteen,  m the  meantime  being  reared  to 
farming  pursuits  on  the  home  place,  and 
also  wo  J 'king  out  for  other  farmers.  In 
August,  1802,  he  enlisted,  at  Penfield,  in 
Company  B,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery, 


and  went  into  camp  at  Cleveland,  whemv 
the  command  was  sent  to  Louisville,  Kv. 
They  took  part  in  the  battles  of  PerrO 

ville,  Wild  Cat,  Murfreesboro,  and  Chicka 

mauga,  and  thence  went  to  Nashville. 
Term.,  where  they  remained  for  sometime. 
Mr.  Richmond  was  never  wounded,  hut 
he  lay  sick  three  months  with  fever  and 
other  camp  ailments  at  Hospital  No.  1. 
Nashville,  where  he  was  his  own  physician. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  discharged 
at  Nashville,  and  returned  to  Penfield, 
where  he  resided  with  his  parents,  and  in 
the  following  season  went  to  Geneva,  Ash- 
tabula county,  where  he  worked  as  a farm 
hand . 

On  November  13,  1866,  Mr.  Richmond 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A. 
Dolgleish,  who  was  born  December  10. 1843, 
in  Penfield  township,  daughter  of  Robert. 
Dolgleish,  who  came  hither  from  Scotland. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Richmond  lived  for  a 
short  time  with  his  father,  and  then  rented 
a farm  in  LaGrange  township,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  one  year.  He  next  re- 
moved to  the  center  of  Penfield  township, 
where  he  was  employed  one  year  in  a saw- 
mill. thence  goino-  to  Wellington  township, 
where  he  acted  as  superintendent  on  the 
farm  of  Edwin  Hensdale.  He  then  took 
up  his  home  in  Wake  man  township, 
Huron  county,  and  for  three  years  took 
contracts  for  furnishing  cordwood  for  the 
Lake  Shore  Railway  Company.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  purchased  sixty  acres 
of  land  in  Ross  township.  Wood  Co.,  Ohio, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and 
whereon  he  resided  for  seven  years,  when 
he  rented  it  and  returned  .to  Penfield  town- 
ship, taking  charge  of  the  home  farm  for 
a year.  He  next  rented  a farm  in 
the  northeast  corner  of  Penfield  township, 
later  removino-  to  Wellington  village  for 
the  benefit  of  his  children’s  education,  and 
finally,  in  March,  1889,  returning  to  Pen- 
field  township,  and  locating  on  the  farm 
of  198  acres  which  he  still  occupies.  lo 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richmond  have  been  born 
children  as  follows:  Elmer  A.,  who  lives 
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on  the  home  place,  which  is  the  oldest 
farm  in  the  township,  having  been  taken 
up  by  Peter  Penlield,  after  whom  the 
township  was  named  (the  first  sawmill 
built  and  operated  in  the  township  is 
on  this  place);  Frank  E.,  of  Huntington; 
Kora,  Mrs.  Waller  Hull,  of  Wellington, 
Ohio;  Mamie,  who  died  young;  and  Vic- 
toria and  Robert,  at  home.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  in  religious 
connection  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which 
he  is  a deacon. 


dfAMES  GAWN  (deceased)  was  born 
j in  the  Isle  of  Man,  in  August,  1829, 
1 and  died  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
January  23,  1885. 

When  three  years  old  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  United  States,  and  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio.  In  Black  River  township 
he  followed  blacksmithino-  and  far  miner 

• • to  o 

till  1848,  in  which  year  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  E.  Barnes,  and 
the  young  couple  then  for  seven  years 
made  their  home  in  the  village  of  North 
Amherst.  In  1855  Mr.  Gawn  purchased 
the  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Amherst 
township,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  and  where  his  widow  now  re- 
sides. Three  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage,  viz.:  Ellen,  wife  of  II.  N.  Steele, 
of  North  Amherst  (they  have  four  chil- 
dren); Henry  J.;  and  Marion  E.,  who  died 
September  6,  1888. 

Henry  J.  Gawn,  only  son  of  James  and 
Louisa  E.  (Barnes)  Gawn,  was  born  in 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  June 
25,  1855.  He  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  on  Middle  Ridge, 
Amherst  township,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  blacksmith  with  his  father,  at  which  he 
works  a little,  but  is  chiefly  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1888  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Melissa  Swartwood,  of  Amherst  township, 
and  one  child,  Frank,  has  been  born  to 
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them.  Henry  J.  Gawn  operates  a nice 
farm  of  thirty-six  acres  devoted  to  general 
agriculture.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  takes  a lively  interest  in  all  county 
affairs. 

Mrs.  Louisa  E.  Gawn  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  Amherst  township,  when 
there  was  little  else  than  wild  woods,  and 
settlers  were,  literally,  “few  and  far  be- 
tween.” She  was  born  August  27,  1828, 
a daughter  of  Ezekiel  G.  and  Elvira  (Har- 
rington) Barnes,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  September  1,  1799,  in  Old  Becket, 
Mass.,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Am- 
herst, Lorain  county,  in  1817.  In  1825 
he  revisited  the  East,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried same  year  to  Miss  Elvira  Harrington, 
who  was  born  March  5,  1805,  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Returning;  to  Amherst  town- 
ship,  he  continued  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  became  prosperous.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  viz..  Gil- 
bert TL,  a resident  of  Amherst  township; 
Louisa  E.,  widow  of  James  Gawn;  G. 
Monroe,  who  died  in  1891,  leaving  a 
widow;  Henry  D.,  deceased  in  1809,  and 
Sardis  N.,  a prominent  farmer  of  Amherst 
township.  The  father  was  called  from 
earth  December  18,  1881,  the  mother  on 
January  29,  1888. 


AVID  BRICKNELL.  The  stal- 
wart sons  of  England  are  to  be  found 
the  wide  world  over,  ever  aggressive, 
plodding,  loyal  and  honest.  Such 
an  one  is  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 

Mr.  Brieknell  was  born  March  8,  1840, 
in  Northamptonshire,  England,  a son  of 
John  and  Mary  Brieknell,  who  both  died 
in  that  county,  lie  received  his  education 
at  the  country  schools  of  his  native  parish, 
and  was  brought  up  a farmer  lad.  He 
hired  out  twelve  years  as  farmers’  serv- 
ant, and  in  1866  he  married,  in  England, 
M iss  Sarah  Ann  Townsend,  who  was  born 
May  13,  1841,  a native  of  Warwickshire, 
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a daughter  of  William  Townsend.  For  six 

O 

and  one-half  years  lie  iilled  the  position  of 
undpr  gardener  for  one  employer,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  two  children  had  been  born 
— Ellen  and  Emily.  In  1875  Mr.  Brick- 
nell  immigrated  to  the  United  States,  com- 
ing to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  living  and 
working  in  Elyria  the  first  year.  He  then 
rented  a small  farm,  and  also  worked  in 
Elyria  as  gardener.  For  the  next  live 
years  he  rented  farms,  and  during  that  time 
two  more  children  were  born— -Rosa  and 
Daisy  Josephine.  In  1882  he  bought  his 
present  farm  of  fifty  acres,  all  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  here  he  success- 
fully carries  on  general  farming.  Of  the 
children,  Ellen,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Bowman,  resides  in  Eaton  township  (they 
have  one  child,  Cora  May);  Emily,  wife  of 
Richard  Tran,  of  Grafton  township,  has 
three  children:  Goldie  May,  Sylva  Bell  and 
Roy  Richard. 

In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Brick- 
nell  is  independent;  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Disciple  Church  at  North 
Eaton.  He  is  a typical  self-made  man, 
having  from  a commencement  of  nothing 

D r? 

accumulated  all  he  owns  by  hard  labor, 
honest  toil,  and  judicious  economy. 


LEG  RAND  ROOT,  the  only  one  left 
| of  the  old  settlers  in  the  northeast 

) quarter  of  Wellington  township,  is 

a native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
Litchfield,  March  18,  1831,  a son  of  Will- 
iam R.  and  Serena  (Terrell)  Root. 

Grandfather  Root  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land, and  immigrated  to  the  American 
Colonies  before  the  Revolutionary  war. 
In  that  struggle  he  enlisted  in  the  cause 
of  the  patriots,  and  participated  in  the  en- 
gagement that  led  to  the  surrender  of 
Gen.  Burgoyne;  also  served  as  one  of 
"Washington’s  aids,  and  was  captured  by 
the  British,  but  subsequently  exchanged. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  leadino- 


his  regiment  on  a march,  and  in  crossing  a 
bridge  the  structure  gave  way;  killing  him 
and  several  of  his  men.  II is  son  William 
R.,  father  of  subject,  was  born  about  the 
period  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle  in  one 
of  the  New  England  States.  He  married 
Miss  Serena  Terrell,  and  when  their  son, 
i Legrand.  was  four  years  old,  they  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  first  in  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  county,  then  in  Wellington  town- 
ship, on  the  farm  now  owned  by  our  sub- 
ject. Finally  Mr.  Root  moved  to  Allegan 
county,  Mich.,  where  he  and  his  wife  died 
during  the  same  year,  she  at  the  age  of 
sixty- nine  years.  They  were  the  parents 
i of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  following  is 
a brief  record:  Eliza  married  L.  L.  West, 
of  Minnesota,  where  they  reside;  Legrand 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Leroy  lives 
in  Kansas  (during  the  Civil  war  he  entered 
] the  Union  army,  and  was  with  Sherman 
on  his  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea); 
Amarilla,  who  married  H.  Oliver,  resides 
in  Michigan;  Charlotte,  who  was  the  wife 
of  John  Everatts,  died  in  Michigan;  Finette 
died  when  about  eighteen  years  old; 

I Ro>ette  is  married  to  A.  D.  Wallers,  and 
resides  in  Dakota;  Sarah  Ann,  who  was  a 
school  teacher  in  Kansas,  married  Abner 
Folk,  of  Rich  county,  that  State;  Geo.rge 
is  deceased;  Benjamin  Franklin  died  in 
childhood. 

Legrand  Root,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly  relates,  was  married  in  1855 
to  Miss  Lucinda  Kelsey,  born  in  Ilunting- 
I ton  township,  Lorain  county,  in  September. 
I 1835,  and  the  young  couple  then  settled 
j on  his  present  farm  of  220  acres  well-im- 
! proved  land.  Prior  to  this  he  had  lived 
; for  a time  in  Eaton,  then  in  Huntington 
township,  same  county,  and  in  1851  went 
to  California  on  a prospecting  tour,  but 
! soon  returned.  In  addition  to  oeneral 
i farming  Mr.  Root  carries  on  dairying  to  a 
| considerable  extent,  and  he  is  progressive 
! and  prosperous.  The  children  born  to  this 
: marriage,  seven  in  number,  were  as  fol- 
lows: Those  deceased  are  Leroy,  who  died 
when  aged  four  years;  Aner,  when  aged 
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two  years;  Albert,  when  aged  twenty- 
seven  years  the  was  married  and  had  one 
child);  Dennis,  when  aged  sixteen  years 
(t*his  was  the  youngest  child);  those  living 
are:  Emery,  married,  who  has  one  child, 
Elmer;  Marv,  wife  of  Arnold  Taylor,  of 
Lodi,  Ohio;  Ada,  residincr  at  home,  who 
was  educated  in  "Wellington  township,  and 
is  now  teaching  school  in  Huntington 
township.  Politically  our  subject  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and,  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Rebellion,  showed  his  loyalty 
to  the  Union  cause  by  subscribing  to  the 
Government  liberally  of  his  means.  Mr. 
Root  is  a man  of  more  than  average  edu- 
cation and  ability,  and  is  well  informed  on 
all  the  public  issues  of  the  day. 


AYMOXD  HAVEN,  for  forty-six 
years  a resident  of  Eaton  township, 
where  his  name  is  “familiar  as 
household  words,”  is  a native  of 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  born  in 


Shalersville  in  1823. 

He  is  a son  of  John  Haven,  a native  of 
Vermont,  who  came  on  foot  to  Ohio  when 
a young  man,  settling  on  a farm  in  Port- 
age county,  and  becoming  prosperous  and 
comparatively  wealthy.  lie  here  married 
M iss  Julia  Sanford,  and  reared  the  follow- 
ing familv  of  children:  Annis,  deceased 

in  Portage  county;  Raymond;  John,  de- 
ceased in  Portage  county;  Julia,  living  in 
Ohio;  George,  married,  residing  in  Bloom- 
ingdale,  Mich.  The  father  of  these  died 
in  1882,  the  mother  in  1853.  Politically 
Mr.  Ha  ven  was  a Republican,  and  served 
as  township  trustee. 

Raymond  Haven  received  a liberal 
school  training  in  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
was  brought  up  a practical  farmer,  and  has 
always  made  general  agriculture  his  busi- 
ness, principally  dairying,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  unqualified  success.  In  1847  he 
came  with  a team  from  Shalersville  to 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  county, and  bought 


eighty  acres  of  partly  improved  land, 
having  thereon  a log  house  and  barn,  in 

O O 

lieu  of  which  Mr.  Haven  in  course  of  time 
erected  a one  and  one-half  story  house, 
24x  40,  with  two  L one-story  wings;  also 
a commodious  barn.  To  his  original  pur- 
chase of  eighty  acres  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  321  acres. 
In  1845  Mr.  Haven  married,  in  Portage 
county,  Miss  Lucinda  C.  Scouten,  a native 
of  that  county,  daughter  of  John  Scouten, 
an  early  pioneer  of  same.  To  this  union 
children  as  follows  have  been  born:  Ellen, 
wife  of  Locks  Lemert,  of  Kansas;  Alice, 
who  married  Laban  Lemert,  and  died  in 
Ohio,  July  23,  1873;  George,  who  died 
April  30,  1865;  Julia,  wife  of  Oscar  Dur- 
kee,  of  Eaton  township;  Frank,  married, 
residing  in  Eaton  township,  who  owns  a 
good  farm  given  him  by  his  father;  New- 
ton, married,  residing  in  Eaton  township 
(he  owns  a good  farm);  Hattie,  wife  of 
William  Sawyer,  of  Eaton  township;  Jen- 
nie, who  died  January  23,4867;  and  Myra, 
wife  of  Charles  Sawyer,  a merchant  of 
Grafton.  Politically  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, and  lie  has  served  as  trustee  of 
Eaton  township.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Disciple  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  a deacon  for  some  forty- five 
years.  He  has  made  all  he  owns  by  in- 
dustry and  frugality,  and  is  listed  among 
the  most  successful  of  Lorain  county’s' 
farmer  citizens. 


RTITUR  W A ETUDE  N,  a leader  in 
the  agricultural  community  of  Co- 
lumbia  township,  is  a native  of  Eng- 
land, a “Lancashire  lad,”  born  in 
that  county  in  November,  1823, 
third  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Blundell) 
Walkden. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives 
of  Devonshire,  England,  whence  in  1826 
they  emigrated  to  this  country,  locating 
first  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  they  worked 
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in  factories,  movino-  in  1833  westward  to 
Ohio,  living  in  Newburgli  one  year,  and 
then  settling  on  a farm  in  Cuyahoga 
county.  The  father  died  in  Berea,  Ohio, 
in  April,  1873,  aged  ninety-two,  the 
mother  in  September,  1857,  in  Cuyahoga 
county,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 
Air.  AValkden  had  been  twice  married,  and 
by  his  first  wife  had  three  children,  viz.: 
John,  who  remained  in  England;  Jane, 
Mrs.  John  Bainbridge,  who  died  in  Ridge- 
ville  township;  and  William,  who  came  to 
Lorain  county  in  1843,  died  on  the  ocean 
in  1879.  By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Alary 
Blundell  he  had  children  as  follows:  Alice, 
who  died  in  1890  in  Cuyahoga  county; 
James,  who  died  in  1875  in  Lowell,  Mass.; 
Thomas,  residing  in  Cuyahoga  county; 
Ann,  widow  of  Eastman  Bradford,  of 
Berea;  Mary,  widow  of  Joseph  Chevalier, 
of  Berea;  Arthur,  residing  in  Columbia 
township;  Peter,  who  came  to  Lorain  in  an 
early  day,  and  died  in  Ridgeville  township 
in  1880;  Richard;  Peggy,  deceased;  and 
Margaret,  widow  of  Henry  AVoods,  of 
Cuyahoga  county. 

Arthur  AValkden  was  a three-year-old 
boy  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  the 
United  States,  and  was  about  ten  vears 
old  when  they  came  to  Cuyahoga  county, 
where  he  was  educated  and  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for 
some  years  after  coming  to  Columbia 
township  in  1843.  Here  he  made  a settle- 
ment in  the  woods,  having  bought  thirty- 
seven  acres  of  improved  land,  to  which 
he  has  from  time  to  time  added  until  now 
he  has  226  acres  all  in  a good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. In  1846  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Tirzah  AVetton,  a native  of  Derbyshire, 
England,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Holden)  AVetton,  of  the  same  county,  ! 
who,  in  1833,  came  to  Hamilton,  N.  Ah,  | 
and  thence  in  1842  to  Columbia  town-  I 
ship,  Lorain  county,  settling  where  our 
subject  now  resides.  The  father  died  in 
1879,  aged  seventy-eight  years;  the  mother 
survived  him  till  March  31,  1893;  they 
were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 


politically  Mr.  AVetton  was  a Republican. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Tirzah,  Airs.  AValkden;  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Chamberlain,  and  died  in 
Columbia  township  in  1S56;  and  Saman- 
tha, wife  of  John  Aleehan,  of  Denver, 
Colorado. 

After  marriage  our  subject  resided  on 
his  present  farm  till  1857,  in  which  year 
he  went  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  there  re- 
mained two  and  one-half  years,  working 
at  his  trade,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
returned  to  Columbia  township.  Politically 
Air.  AValkden  is  a prominent  Republican, 
and  he  and.  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
AVesleyan  Alethodist  Church,  at  AVest  Anew, 
Cuyahoga  county,  in  which  he  has  been 
steward  for  several  years,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  trustee. 


5y.  R.  HOAVARD.  Prominent  in 
> the  front  rank  of  the  wealthy  and 
1 intelligent  agriculturists  of  Roches- 
ter township  is  found  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  is  here  recorded. 

lie  is  a son  of  Alorris  Howard,  a farmer, 
who  was  born  in  Andover,  AVindsor  C'o., 
AH,  where  he  married  Hannah,  daughter 
of  AVilliam  Smith.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children — three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. In  1836  Alorris  Howard  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  family,  making  the  journey 
with  three  horses  and  two  wagons,  their  first 
tarrying  place  being  Elyria.  Lorain  county, 
whence  after  a month’s  residence  with  a 
relative  there,  they  moved  to  Richland 
county,  now  Ashland  county,  locating  for 
a year  near  the  town  of  Ashland.  The 
father  at  this  time  made  a trade  with  one 
Smith  for  a farm  in  Rochester  township, 
Lorain  county,  the  same  one  whereon  our 
subject  now  resides.  At  that  time  but  a few 
acres  were  cleared  on  it,  and  for  some  years 
Alorris  Howard  lived  there.  Later  he 
moved  to  Racine,  AVis.,  and  died  there  at 
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the  age  of  seventy-seven  years;  his  wife 
had  passed  away  in  her  fifty-seventh  year. 

S.  Y.  R.  Howard  was  born  September 
3,  1817,  in  Andover,  Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  at 
the  subscription  schools  of  which  town  he 
received  his  education.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  in  early  youth  worked  from 
home  at  fifty  cents  per  day,  at  that  time 
considered  fair  wanes.  He  was,  as  will  be 
6een,  nineteen  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Ohio  with  the  rest  of  his  father’s  family, 
and  when  vet  a young-  man  he  set  out  on  foot 
Jor  Illinois,  his  purpose  being  to  make  a 
tour  of  that  then  new  territory,  but  re- 
turned eastward,  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
place  like  home.  On  December  11,  1843, 
he  married  Miss  Barbara  Bowman,  who 
was  born  June  11,  1821,  in  Orano-e  town- 
ship,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  a daughter  of 
John  N.  Bowman,  and  his  next  residence 
was  in  a house  erected  by  himself  imme- 
diately opposite  his  present  home.  Chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  the  fol- 
lowing being  a brief  record  of  same:  Mary 
J.  is  the  wife  of  H.  K.  Kob,  of  Findlay, 
Ohio;  Laurilla  is  the  wife  of  Chester  Chor- 
pening,  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. ; Lydia 
is  married  to  E.  M.  June,  of  Greenwich, 
Ohio;  Lillian  is  married  to  Thomas  Whit- 
ney, of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. ; Charles  G. 
is  a farmer  of  Rochester  township,  married 
to  .Miss  Emma  Fast,  of  Troy  township, 
Ashland  Co.,  Ohio;  Cynthia  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Landis,  of  Rochester.  The  mother 
of  these  died  October  11,  1882,  and  was 
buried  in  Rochester  cemetery;  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  On  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1885,  Mr.  Howard  married  Miss 
Emily  Bowman,  born  April  18,  1835,  in 
Green  township,  Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Mary  ( Reed)  Bow- 
man, who  came  from  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  to  Ohio,  being  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Ellsworth  township,  Mahoning 
county,  at  that  time  an  unknown  forest. 
Mrs.  Howard,  who  is  well  educated  and 
highly  cultivated,  taught  district  school  no 
less  than  twenty-nine  terms  in  Mahoning 
and  Columbiana  counties,  Ohio. 


Mr.  Howard’s  first  purchase  of  land  was 
seventy-five  acres  at  eleven  dollars  per 
acre,  which  still  forms  a part  of  his 
splendid  farm  of  over  five  hundred  acres, 
lying  partly  in  Lorain  county,  and  partly  in 
Huron.  lie  is  a typical  self-made  farmer, 
enjoying  the  most  robust  health,  and  still 
capable  of  doing  a long  day’s  work.  In 
his  political  predilections  he  was  originally 
a Whig,  of  later  years  a Republican,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  sev- 
eral jears.  Mrs.  Howard,  well-known, 
most  popular  and  highly  respected,  is  an 
exemplary  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 


q'EORGE  E.  LULL.  Prominent 
r,  among  the  citizens  of  Ridgeville 
I township,  in  both  public  and  private 
,4  life,  stands  this  gentleman,  who  is 
a native  of  the  county,  born  in 
Eaton  township,  October  16,  1852. 

Mr.  Hill  is  a son  of  Edward  and  Jane 
(Gulliford)  Hill,  natives  of  England,  who 
in  the  year  1849  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Eaton  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  Septem- 
ber 10,  1889;  the  mother  is  yet  residing 
at  the  old  homestead.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  received  a good  practical  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
farm.  In  1889  he  left  Eaton  township, 
and  moved  to  his  present  place  in  Ridge- 
v i lie  township,  comprising  some  seventy- 
six  acres  of  highly-cultivated  land,  the 
property  being  known  as  the  “Homer 
Terrell  Farm,”  though  it  was  improved  by 
Franklin  Terrell.  In  1S74  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Columbia  Center,  Lorain  county, 
to  Miss  Evalyn  Terrell,  a native  of  Ridge- 
ville township, who  was  born  July  26,1855, 
daughter  of  Ilomer  and  Mary  (Kelley) 
Terrell,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject;  the 
latter  was  born  August  11,  1823,  in  Taun- 
ton,  Mass.;  the  father  died  on  his  farm 
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here  August  1G,  1S88,  the  mother  July 
29,  18G9.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  Evalyn  (Mrs. 

Hill);  Irving,  born  September  24,  1857, 
married,  and  residing  in  Ridgeville  town- 
ship; and  Edward,  born  December  29, 
18G4,  residing  in  Elyria. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill 
settled  on  the  Wescott  farm  in  Eaton  town- 
ship, containing  148  acres  prime  land 
which  he  yet  owns,  and  here  remained  till 
1889,  as  already  related.  To  them  have 
been  born  live  children,  as  follows: 

' Freddie,  born  January  26,  1875,  died 
M arch  16,  1875;  George,  born  October  G, 
1879,  died  March  24,  1880;  Raymond, 
born  June  14,  1881;  Mary  Jane,  born 
January  23,  1884;  and  Ella  E.,  born 
January  25,  1888.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  a Republican,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  He 
has  served  on  the  school  board,  and  been 
trustee  of  Ridgeville  township  since  1889. 


BAKER,  the  well-known,  wide- 
awake and  enterprising  clothier  and 
tailor,  of  North  Amherst,  is  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  born  in  Mechlen: 
burg  May  22,  1857. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  to 
Illinois,  where  for  about  one  year  they  j 
lived  on  a farm  near  Mascontah,  St.  Clair  j 
county,  after  which  they  moved  to  town,  i 
where  our  subject  attended  school  one  j 
year.  About  this  time  lie  was  attacked 
with  hip  disease,  which  caused  permanent 
lameness,  although  he  went  to  St.  Louis 
for  treatment.  The  family  then  moved  to 
Elyria,  Ohio,  and  here  Mr.  Baker  finished 
hi  s school  days  in  the  German  Lutheran 
Parochial  School.  He  then  commenced 
business  life  in  a woolen  factory,  where  he  i 
partly  learned  the  cloth  manufacturing 
business,  which  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
followed  but  for  his  lameness.  Havinc  j 


now  learned  how  to  make  cloth,  it  was  a 
natural  transition  for  him  to  learn  tailor- 
ing. He  served  two  years  with  Moebius 
& Wi miners,  and  after  they  dissolved  part- 
nership, Moebius  came  to  Amherst,  Mr. 
Baker  remaining  with  Wi  miners  as  a 
journeyman  tailor,  for  another  year.  He 
then  concluded  to  go  to  Cleveland  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  more  about  his  trade; 
and  after  working  for  some  of  the  best 

# O 

tailors  in  the  city  four  years,  he  set  out 
on  a. business  tour  throuohout  the  States, 
in  course  of  which  he  worked  in  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee,  St.  Paul,  Omaha,  Den- 
ver, Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Memphis, 
Vicksburg,  Little  Rock,  Natchez,  New 
Orleans,  Mobile,  then  back  to  New  Or- 
leans, thence  down  to  Houston,  Texas. 
After  this  lie  returned  home  to  spend 
Christmas,  and  then  traveled  east,  stopping 
for  a time  in  New  York  to  attend  a 
cutting  school,  and  before  he  had  quite 
fi  nished  was  given  a situation  on 
Third  avenue  as  cutter.  While  holding 
this  latter  position  lie  attended  the  Peter 
Cooper  Institute  in  the  evening.  On  ac- 
count of  his  widowed  mother,  who  was 
still  living  in  Elyria,  he  came  nearer  home, 
and  accepted  a position  as  cutter  in  Clyde, 
Ohio;  after  about  tive  months  he  secured 
a position  as  cutter  in  Cleveland.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  this  situation  of  tilings, 
Mr.  Baker  concluded  to  start  in  business 
for  himself,  and  after  many  trials  and 
difficulties,  all  of  which  he  bravely  over- 
came, in  the  fall  of  1882,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  he  opened  up,  in  Elyria,  a 
merchant  tailoring  establishment  with  a 
capital  of  three  dollars,  and  a line  of 
woolen  samples  furnished  by  a Cleveland 
woolen  house. 

This  was  in  a room  upstairs  in  the 
M.  AT.  Pond  building,  opposite  the  old 
“ Beebe  House,”  and  here  he  remained 
about  two  years;  then  moved  in  the  old 
Perry  building,  where  now  stands  the  ele- 
gant Sharp  block.  Here  he  remained 
about  three  years,  by  which  time,  with 
hard  work  and  economy,  he  had  saved 
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encmo-li  to  build  him  a nice  house  on  Mid- 
die  avenue.  He  now  traded  his  property 
for  a clothing  store  in  North  Amherst, 

O # 

with  his  old  boss,  Mr.  Moebins.  It  is 
here  that  Mr.  Baker  begins  to  take  an 
active  part  in  business  and  public  affairs. 
He  talks  and  writes  in  public,  and  often 
differs  with  men,  but  he  has  the  respect  of 
his  community  for  honesty  and  fairness. 
He  is  a hard  worker,  and  although  he 
should  now  have  all  his  work  done,  he 
still  sticks  to  the  work-bench,  and  in  a 
little  time-book  to  advertise  his  business 
he  writes  and  encourages  all  laboring  men 
to  economize,  and  tells  them  that  he  him- 
self never  thought  that  he  would  some 
day  be  able  to  buy  out  his  boss.  He  is 
yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  unless  some 
unforeseen  misfortune  overtakes  him,  we 
predict  for  him  a prosperous  future.  Me 
know  that  the  men  who  move-onward  step 
by  step  are  the  safest  and  surest  in  the 
long  run. 

In  the  spring  of  1883  Mr.  Baker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie 
Rosenwald,  a native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Mabel,  Cora,  Alphabet,  Lillie  and 
Esther.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  is  very  active  in  munici- 
pal and  county  affairs.  In  1891  he  built 
a block  in  North  Amherst,  two  stories  in 
height,  of  which  he  occupies  one  of  the 
lower  rooms,  rents  the  other,  while  the 
upper  room,  a hall,  is  occupied  by  Jaeger 
Lodge,  1.  O.  O.  F. 


C.  BUNT,  a systematic  farmer  of 
] Penfield  township,  was  born  August 

y 19, 1832,  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y., 

a son  of  George  Bunt,  who  was  a 
native  of  eastern  New  York.  His  father 
came  from  Holland,  and  died  when  Georue 

O 

was  but  six  years  old. 

George  Bunt  was  married  in  early  man- 
hood to  Elizabeth  Cottrell,  and  followed 


farming  in  his  native  State,  where  children 
as  follows  were  born  to  him:  Stephen, 
Philip,  Henry,  and  David  C.,  our  subject, 
who  is  the  only  survivor.  In  1833  the 
family  removed  to  Ohio,  coming  by  water 
to  Cleveland,  and  thence  being  driven  to 
LaGrange  township,  where  Mr.  Bunt 
rented  land  for  six  years;  and  while  living 
there  one  child  was  added  to  the  family 
Lucy  Ann,  who  married  Alvin  Nichols 
and  died  in  Michigan,  lie  then  purchased, 
at  six  dollars  per  acre,  twenty-five  acres  of 
land  in  Penfield  township  where  our  sub- 
ject now  resides,  settling  thereon  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1839,  at  which  time  the  place  was 
entirely  in  the  woods,  and  abounded  with 
wild  animals.  At  the  time  of  their  com- 
ing there  was  no  bridge  over  the  stream 
which  they  were  obliged  to  cross  en  route 
to  Penfield  township,  but  they  contrived 
to  float  over.  Mr.  Bunt  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  preceded  to 
the  grave  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
when  aged  seventy-two;  both  are  buried  in 
Penlield  township  cemetery.  In  religious 
connection  they  were  members  of  theM.  E. 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  originally  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican. 

D.  C.  Bunt  was  but  an  infant  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived such  an  education  as  the  common 
schools  of  those  pioneer  days  afforded,  his 
first  teacher  being  Caroline  Blanchard.  On 
April  14,  1859,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  J.  Mosher,  who  was  born 
August  29,  1842,  in  New  York  State, 
daughter  of  Elihu  and  Rebecca  (Freeman) 
Mosher,  who  came  to  Ohio  in  1844,  set- 
tlingin  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  the  father,  who  was  a cooper,  fol- 
lowed his  trade.  Our  subject  held  an  in- 
terest in  some  land  with  his  father,  with 
whom  he  took  up  his  residence  after  mar- 
riage, and  here.,  with  the  exception  of  four 
years,  he  has  ever  since  resided.  Though 
having  but  twelve  acres  at  the  start,  he  now 
owns  a fine  tract  of  170  acres,  highly  im- 
proved  and  cultivated,  whereon  be  has 
erected  a number  of  substantial  buildings. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunt  have  had  four  children, 
as  follows:  Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years;  Grant  W.,  of  New  Mex- 
ico; Frank  C.,  who  died  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age;  and  Elmer  M.,  residing  at 
home.  Mr.  Bunt  has  been  encracred  all  his 
life  in  agriculture,  of  which  he  has  a 
thorough  knowledge,  and  for  some  time 
also  conducted  a dairy  business;  he  lias 
been  successful  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word. 
He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  in  his  political  pref- 
erences he  is  a stanch  Republican;  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He  is 
actively  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party,  and  has  served  as  trustee  and  in 
various  other  township  offices.  He  is  very 
popular  and  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
in  his  community. 


W)  R.  McCONNELL,  owner  of  a 
' highly-cultivated  farm  in  Roches- 
ter  township,  where  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known,  is  a native  of 
New  York  State,  born  in  Belfast  township, 
Allegany  county,  December  17,  1S23. 

His  father,  James  McConnell,  was  born 
in  1 ates  county,  N.  \ .,  where  he  was 
reared  to  pioneer  farming,  and  in  early 
manhood  married  Miss  Margaret  Eoora- 
back,  daughter  of  John  Rooraback.  The 
children  of  this  union,  eight  in  number, 
were  as  follows:  Martha,  who  married 
Jonathan  Bridge,  and  died  in  Quincy, 
Mich.;  Mary,  who  married  John  Corey, 
and  died  in  Quincy,  Mich.;  Nancy,  who 
married  xVmos  Darby,  and  died  in  New 
London.  Ohio;  Betsy,  who  married  Henry 
Close,  and  died  in  Williams  county,  Ohio; 
Alexander,  deceased  in  Clyde,  Ohio;  John, 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  who  enlisted 
from  Williams  county,  Ohio,  and  died  in 
Rochester  township  at  the  home  of  our 
subject;  W.  R.,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch;  and  Jane,  who  married  John 
Rooraback,  and  died  in  New  London, 


Ohio.  After  marriage  James  McConnell 
and  his  bride  moved  to  Allegany  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  for  some  years  he  conducted 
a farm,  small  in  extent,  as  he  was  a man 
of  but  limited  means.  In  1833  the  family 
came  to  Ohio,  making  a fresh  home  in 
New  London  township,  Huron  county, 
where  Alexander,  a brother  of  James  Mc- 
Connell, as  well  as  several  brothers-in-law, 
had  previously  made  a settlement.  The 
family  made  the  long  journey,  which  was 
a tedious  one  of  three  weeks’  duration,  by 
wagons  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  thence  to  Wakeman,  Huron 
county,  and  from  there  to  New  London 
township,  where  the  father  bought  fifty- 
six  acres  of  land  at  five  dollars  per  acre.  The 
family  found  a temporary  home  at  Alex- 
ander McConnell’s,  while  a rude  log  cabin 
was  being  built  for  their  reception,  kind- 
hearted  and  willing  neighbors  giving  all 
the  assistance  in  their  power  toward  its 
completion.  The  land  was  entirely  new, 
not  a tree  having  been  cut  from  the  dense 
growth  of  beech,  maple  and  black  walnut, 
and  wild  animals  were  abundant;  but 
bravely  did  the  family  set  to  work  to  make 
a clearing,  and  before  long  they  had  a 
small  tract  ready  for  a garden  which  the 
following  spring  produced  divers  kinds  of 
vegetable  foods.  Coming  to  the  new  home 
in  October,  there  was  no  time  to  grow  any 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  that  year,  and  the 
entire  support  of  the  family  for  the  ensu- 
ing winter  fell  on  the  father.  For  twro 
days’  labor  for  a neighbor  he  received  a 
bushel  of  corn,  which  he  had  to  carry  to 
a mill  in  Ruggles  township  to  be  ground, 
his  journey  there  and  back  taking  him 
along  the  Vermillion  river.  The  first  corn 
he  planted  on  his  farm  was  dropped  into  a 
“ gash  ” made  in  the  soil  with  an  old  axe, 
but  it  grew,  ripened,  and  was  harvested, 
and  was  found  to  make  a few  grists  from 
which  some  sturdy  johnny-cakes  were 
made.  The  abundance  of  sugar  maples 
around  the  clearing  afforded  them,  by 
tapping,  some  revenue,  and  game  being 
plentiful,  there  was  after  a time  no  lack  of 
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provisions  of  all  kinds.  On  this  farm  they 
lived  till  1849,  in  which  year  they  removed 
to  Rochester  township,  settling  on  the  100- 
acre  tract  where  yet  lives  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Here  James  McConnell,  the 
brave  pioneer,  died  September  28,  18G7, 
his  loving  and  faithful  wife  having  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  grave  October  28,  1862: 
they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  New  London 
cemetery.  Politically  James  McConnell 
was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  Church 
connection  he  and  his  wife  were  devout 
Methodists. 

W.  R.  McConnell,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  but  a limited  educa- 
tion in  his  boyhood  at  the  subscription 
schools,  and  in  later  life,  when  other  educa- 
tional systems  were  introduced,  he  attended 
school  a short  time  longer,  but  he  was  a 
studious  youth,  an  apt  scholar,  and  gar- 
nered not  a little  useful  practical  instruc- 
tion. Reared  to  pioneer  habits  and  cus- 
toms, when  but  a young  boy  he  was  put  to 
work  at  chopping  in  the  clearing,  experi- 
encing all  the  hardships  incident  to  back- 
woods  life. 

On  February  26,  1852,  he  married  Miss 
Lydia  L.  Carvy,  born  May  3,  1833,  in 
Rochester  township,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Eunice  (Thomas]  Carvy,  early  settlers 
in  that  township  from  New  York  State. 
The  young  couple  then  took  up  their  resi-  j 
deuce  in  a 14x18  addition  of  logs,  built 
to  the  old  home  cabin  of  his  parents  on  the 
100-acre  farm  already  alluded  to.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Mc- 
Connell were  as  follows:  Stewart  N.,  a 
farmer  of  Rochester  township;  Newell  J.,  J 
who  died  of  diphtheria  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years;  Edwin  L.,  a farmer  of  Rochester 
township;  Etta  L.,  at  home;  Ransom  C.,  at  j 
home;  Newell  C.,  who  attended  Berea  j 
(Ohio)  College, deceased  when  twenty-three 
years  old ; and  Nellie  E.,  at  home.  Mr.  J 
McConnell  has  now  410  acres  of  as  tine 
farm  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county,  j 
representing,  in  the  aggregate,  years  of 
honest  toil,  good  management  and  judi- 
cious thrift.  Besides  the  cereal  and  root 


crops  he  for  some  years  was  extensively 
engaged  in  dairying,  and  he  has  always 
made  the  rearing  of  sheep  a specialty.  A 
straight  Whig  and  Republican,  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  ho 
has  never  missed  his  franchise  at  the  polls 
except  once,  on  which  occasion  he  was  visit- 
ing outside  the  State.  Popular  in  his 
party  and  the  community  at  large,  he  has 
been  entrusted  with  various  township 
offices,  such  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
trustee, filling  all  with  characteristic  ability 
and  honesty. 


DC.  II  OLE  AD  AY,  a retired  agricul- 
turist of  Grafton  township,  was 
' born  October  25,  1827,  in  Berk- 
shire county.  Mass.,  son  of  James 
Holladay,  also  a native  of  Berkshire  county, 
where  he  followed  farming.  James  Holla- 
day  served  four  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  justly  deserved  a place  among  the 
patriots.  When  forty-five  years  of  age  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Gibson,  and  to  their 
union  was  born  one  child,  D.  C.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir.  The  mother  died  in 
December,  1827,  the  father  in  1829,  and 
both  are  buried  in  Massachusetts. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  was  reared  by 
a maiden  aunt,  Ruth  Holladay,  who  died 
in  1856.  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  whither 
she  had  gone  to  pass  her  declining  years. 
When  seven  years  old  he  came  west  to  Ohio 
with  his  aunt  and  an  uncle,  Moses  Holla- 
day, the  journey  being  made  by  canal  and 
lake  as  far  as  Cleveland,  whence  they  were 
driven  to  Litchfield,  Medina  county,  where 
they  settled.  Mr.  Holladay  was  early  put 
to  farm  work,  and  attended  school  but  little 
in  Medina  county,  as  the  schoolhouse  was 
four  miles  distant.  He  was  subsequently 
reared  by  relatives  who  came  to  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  in  1836,  and  re- 
sided at  Kingsley’s  Corners,  remaining 
with  them  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
He  was  soon  afterward  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Roxina  Sheldon,  who  was  born 
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in  Johnstown,  Penn.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Alvira, 
Mrs.  James  Tucker,  of  Eaton  township,  and 
Erastus,  on  the  home  farm  in  Grafton  town- 
ship. Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Holladay  purchased  the  farm  he  yet  resides 
on,  where  he  was  for  many  years  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  agriculture ; of 
late  years,  however,  he  has  retired  from 
active  farm  work,  leaving  the  management 
of  the  place  to  his  son.  Mrs.  ITolladay 
passed  from  earth  February  17,  1886,  and 
her  remains  are  interred  in  Nesbit  ceme- 
tery. Our  subject  is  a stanch  member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  no  desire  for 
political  preferments,  having  declined  to 
serve  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Holladay  is  an  excellent  type  of 
those  sturdy  old  pioneers  who  have  passed 
their  lives  in  Grafton  township,  to  whom 
too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  for  the 
assistance  they  have  rendered  in  the  im- 
provement and  advancement  of  the  coun- 
try. He  has  seen  the  dense  forest  give 
place  to  fertile  fields  of  grain,  and  has 
himself  been  instrumentalin  effecting  these 
changes. 


W'lLLIAM  H.  JOHNSON,  an  eu- 
' terprising  agriculturist,  and  rep- 
resentative citizen  of  LaGrange 

— * — 1 . O 

township,  is  the  oldest  male 
representative  of  his  father’s  family, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in 
Lorain  county.  He  was  born  May  30, 
1831,  in  LaGrange  township,  a son  of 
Hon.  Nathan  Porter  and  Laura  (Waite) 
Johnson. 

Hon.  Nathan  P.  Johnson  was  of  New 
England  stock,  his  parents,  Stephen  and 
Phebe  Johnson,  having  been  born  in  Old 
Haddam,  Conn.,  whence  in  1785  they  re- 
moved to  Hartford,  Washington  Co., 
N.  Y.,  finally  in  April,  1801,  migrating  to 
Champion,  Jefferson  C'o.,  same  State. 
Nathan  P.  was  born  in  Hartford,  N.  Y., 
January  30,  1801,  and  was,  as  will  be 


seen,  an  infant  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Jefferson  county.  He  received  but 
a limited  education,  the  schools  of  those 
earl}'  days  being  very  primitive  in  their 
character,  but  being  an  apt  scholar,  and  of 
a bright  and  studious  disposition,  he  made 
wonderful  progress.  In  Jefferson  county 
he  was  married  October  20,  1822,  to  Miss 
Laura  Waite,  who  was  born  in  February, 
1801,  in  Champion,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Dorastus  and  Sally  (McNitt)  Waite. 
"While  residing  in  New  York  State  the 
following  children  were  born  to  them, 
their  names,  dates  of  birth,  etc.,  beiim 
given:  Sarah  Li,  September  11.  1823. 

now  living  in  LaGrange,  the  widow  of 
William  F.  Hubbard;  William  H.,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1825,  died  October  11,  1829; 
Cynthia  A..  September  25,  1827,  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Wilcox,  of  LaGrange;  Mary 

L. ,  June  29,  1830.  now  the  widow  of 
Spencer  Lincoln,  of  LaGrange;  and  Phoebe 

M. ,  April  21,  1832,  married  Henry  Ster- 
rot,  and  died  April  1,  1866.  In  Ohio 
were  born  as  follows:  William  H.  (subject 
of  sketch);  Elizur  G.,  November  21,  1836, 
living  in  Elyria;  Ellen  M.,  January  25, 
1810,  married  Henry  Noble,  and  died  in 
LaGrange;  and  Ann  Eliza,  February  11, 
1812,  twice  married,  first  time  to  Andrew 
J.  Lemore,  second  time  to  Harry  Nichols, 
and  died  in  New  York  State  December  1. 
1869. 

In  1833  Nathan  P.  Johnson  traded  land 
in  New  York  State  for  a tract  in  Lorain 
county,  Ohio;  in  November,  same  year, 
came  here  with  his  family,  a two  horse 
wagon  conveying  them,  while  their  house- 
hold effects  were  transported  by  water  as 
far  as  Cleveland.  The  journey  occupied 
twenty-one  days,  and  on  their  arrival  in 
Lorain  county  they  made  their  temporary 
home  at  the  house  of  Sylvester  Merriams, 
a brother-in-law  of  Nathan  Johnson.  In 
the  meantime  a log  house  was  erected  on 
the  farm  south  of  the  center  of  LaGranao 
township,  into  which,  when  completed, 
the  family  removed.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
originally  an  ardent  "Whig  of  the  old 
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school,  later  a Republican,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  in  1844,  reelected  in 
1845;  was  a member  of  the  Ohio  Senate, 
1847-48,  from  the  Districts  composed  of 
Lorain  and  Medina  counties;  was,  after  his 
removal  in  1862  to  the  village  of  La- 
Grange,  appointed  postmaster  there  by 
Abraham  Lincoln;  in  fact  he  was  a 
thoroughly  representative  man,  a useful 
citizen,  honored  and -respected.  He  died 
December  22,  1874,  and  was  interred  in 
LaGrange  cemetery.  At  the  time  of  his 
$leath  he  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  but  was  in  the  earlier  days  of  his 
life  a Congregationalist.  Mr.  Johnson’s 
first  wife  died  in  1846,  and  he  afterward 
married  Miss  Mary  Hart,  of  Elyria,  by 
whom  there  was  no  issue. 

William  H.  Johnson,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  his  primary  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  township, 
his  sister  Sarah  L.  being  his  first  teacher, 
and,  later,  he  attended  the  higher  schools 
of  Oberlin  and  Elyria.  He  was  reared  to 
farming  pursuits,  and  lived  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  his  marriage,  at  which  time  he 
moved  to  his  tine  property  situated  south 
of  LaGramre,  and  there  remained  till  1891, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  his  farm,  lying 
in  the  center  of  LaGrange  township,  and 
which  comprises  141  acres  prime  land, 
highly  cultivated.  On  September  15,  1856, 
Mr.  Johnson  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Ear- 
sons,  born  in  Windham,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them: 
Laura  V.,  now  wife  of  M.  W.  Ingalls,  and 
Mary  A.,  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
was  called  from  earth  in  1860,  and  in 
1862  our  subject  married  Mrs.  Lucy  II. 
Bruce  ( nee  Bradley),  widow  of  O.  Bruce. 
By  this  union  there  were  three  children, 
viz.:  William  II.  (1)  (deceased  in  infancy), 
William  II.  (2)  (also  died  in  infancy),  and 
Anita  S.,  now  Mrs.  C.  II.  Curtis,  of  Berea, 
Ohio.  In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  is  a leader 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  held  various  township  offices  with 
credit  and  ability,  such  as  assessor,  trustee, 
etc.  Formerly  he  was  a Congregationalist, 


but  of  late  years  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  is  a class- 
leader.  He  is  remarkably  temperate  in 
his  habits,  never  having  used  tobacco  in 
any  form,  and  alcoholic  liquor  only  occa- 
sionally for  its  medicinal  properties. 


B.  BELDEN  is  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  born  in  Brownhelm  town- 
ship in  1846.  His  father,  Martin 
Beiden,  was  a native  of  Landisfield, 
Mass.,  born  in  1810,  and  was  mar- 
ried May  1,  1833,  in  Colebrook,  Conn.,  to 
Eliza  Murray,  who  was  born  in  Delhi, 
N.  \ .,  in  1811.  In  1834  they  came  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Amherst 
township  till  1842,  in  which  year  they 
moved  to  Brownhelm  township,  same 
county,  and  in  1854  proceeded  to  the  vil- 
lage  of  North  Amherst,  where  for  two 
years  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  business.  In  1860  they  moved  to 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  they  resided 
till  1872,  in  which  year  they  returned  to 
Lorain  county.  The  father  died  Novem- 
ber 6,  1888;  he  was  a Democrat  and 
served  as  county  commissioner.  The 
| mother  is  yet  living.  They  had  a family 
| of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet 
i living,  namely:  Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  Albert 
i Aldrich,  of  East  Amherst,  Ohio;  Pru- 
| deuce  B.,  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
i Philadelphia,  who  is  a practicing  physi- 
i cian  in  Chicago.  111.;  R.  B.,  the  subject  of 
! sketch;  Clara  L.,  the  wife  of  Warren 
j Bulsey,  a druggist  of  Napoleon,  Henry 
j Co.,  Ohio. 

R.  B.  Beiden  received  his  education  at 
' the  public  schools  of  North  Amherst,  and 
i was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  which  he 
has  successfully  followed.  He  has  re- 
j sided  in  Lorain  county  all  his  life  with  the 
j exception  of  nine  years  spent  in  Trumbull 
and  Portage  counties,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
! engaged  in  the  cheese  business.  He  now 
j devotes  his  attention  exclusively  to  his 
j farming  interests. 
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On  April  20,  1887,  Mr.  Belden  was 
united  in  marriage  with  AI rs.  Arthur  Carr, 
a native  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Mary  (Wright)  Curtis,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Vermont,  the 
latter  in  Hew  York  State.  Robert  Curtis 
came  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  locating  in 
North  Fairfield  township,  where  he  kept 
hotel;  he  died  in  1873  in  the  village  of 
North  Fairfield.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  in  I860.  Mr.  Belden  is  a Democrat, 
and  has  served  as  trustee  of  Amherst.  He 
is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Stoning- 
•ton  Lodge  No.  503,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Plato  Lodge,  No.  203,  having  passed  all 
the  Chairs.  Mrs.  Belden  is  a member  of  i 
the  Daucditers  of  Rebekah,  Lodge  No. 
257,  of  which  she  is  a charter  member; 
she  is  also  a member  of  the  Ladies  of  the 
Maccabees. 


If  T.  HENDERSON.  The  Oberlin 
w 1 1 Business  College  has  for  many  years 
held  an  exalted  place  among  the 
business  schools  of  this  country,  and  j 
many  young  men  and  women,  now  prom- 
inent in  the  business  world  or  as  teachers,  J 
received  their  training  in  this  school.  WTe 
are  pleased  to  be  aide  to  present  to  the 
readers  of  this  book  a brief  biography  of 
J.  T.  Henderson,  whose  portrait  appears  i 
upon  the  opposite  page,  and  whose  ability 
as  a teacher,  good  judgment  and  character 
as  a man  have  had  much  to  do  in  building 
up  this  useful  school. 

About  four  miles  north  of  McConnels-  j 
ville,  Morgan  Co.,  Ohio,  is  found  a quiet 
country  home,  surrounded  by  fertile  hills 
and  valleys,  in  which  was  born  the  subject  | 
of  this  sketch  May  18,  1862.  lie  is  the  ! 
son  of  John  and  Cecelia  (Richardson) 
Henderson,  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Morgan 
county  in  1884,  where  his  widow  is  yet 
residing.  His  early  life  was  very  much  as  ! 

cj  J %t 

that  of  other  country  boys,  the  summers  ; 
being  &pent  in  work  upon  the  farm,  and  j 


the  winters  in  the  district  school,  except 
that  he  early  manifested  an  unusual  inter- 
est in  his  studies,  and  made  such  rapid 
progress  in  them  that  before  he  was  six- 
teen years  old  he  had  secured  a county 
teacher’s  certificate.  This  opened  the  way 
for  him  to  a broader  and  more  useful  life, 
and  after  this  the  farm  had  little  attrac- 
tion for  him. 

He  began  teaching  when  seventeen  years 
old,  and  continued  to  teach  in  country 
schools  for  several  years,  with  a degree  of 
success  not  often  attained  by  even  older 
instructors.  As  evidence  of  this  success, 
lie  was  retained  in  his  first  school  seven 
terms.  During  these  years  he  developed 
an  extraordinary  fondness  for  fine  writing, 
and,  by  long  and  faithful  practice,  consider- 
able ability  to  execute  the  same.  To 
gratify  this  fondness,  and  to  improve  him- 
self in  thischosen  profession,  he  was  induced 
to  attend  the  Muskingum  Valley  Normal 
School  for  four  summers  in  succession. 
This  school  was  under  the  able  manage- 
ment of  Prof.  Jacob  Schwartz,  for  twenty 
years  superintendent  of  penmanship  in  the 
public  schools  of  Zanesville,  Ohio.  This 
gentleman  was  a penman  of  rare  ability, 
and  to  his  competence  as  a teacher  is  due 
the  great  number  of  penmen  and  business 
educators  which  Morgan  county  has  pro- 
duced. As  might  well  be  supposed,  in 
this  association  Mr.  Henderson  found 
plenty  of  fuel  for  his  burning  passion  for 
penmanship,  and  his  indefatigable  labors 
were  rewarded  at  the  close  of  the  last  term 
by  receiving  the  prize  for  being  the  best 
penman  in  the  school,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  competitors.  This  seems  to 
have  been  the  flood-tide  in  the  affairs  of 
this  energetic  young  man,  for  the  prize 
was  a scholarship  in  the  Zanesville  Busi- 
ness Collece.  MTe  find  that  Mr.  Hender- 
son  completed  the  business  course  in  this 
institution  in  the  spring  of  1883,  thereby 
climbing  one  round  hicdier  on  the  ladder 
which  has  brought  him  such  abundant 
success.  The  summer  of  1883  was  spent 
in  traveling  through  different  parts  of  the 
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East,  visiting  Chautauqua,  Niagara  Falls, 

Ocean  Grove,  Coney  Island,  Asbury  Park, 

Long  Branch,  New  York  and  other  cities, 

a part  of  his  expenses  being  defrayed  by 

card  writ! nor  at  the  summer  resorts. 

© . 

The  year  1883-1884  found  our  subject 

occupying  bis  first  position  as  teacher  of 
commercial  brandies  in  Baldwin  Univer- 
sity, Berea,  Ohio.  While  connected  with 
this  college  he  devoted  his  spare  time  to 
further  study,  completing  such  branches 
as  Geometry,  English  Literature,  Rhetoric, 
efc.  Pres.  Schuyler  says  of  his  work  in 
this  institution:  “He  understands  his  busi- 
ness, is  an  excellent  teacher  and  a worthy 
man.”  During  the  latter  part  of  this  year 
he  was  employed  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  that  city  as  bookkeeper,  which 
position  was  filled  ably  and  to  the  entire 

satisfaction  of  the  management  of  the  bank. 
© 

The  dream  of  his  life  now  becran  to  take 

O 

definite  shape,  and  possessing  a mind  quick 
to  perceive  and  readv  to  appropriate  useful 
information,  he  here  obtained  much  prac- 
tical knowledge  that  has  been  of  inestima- 
ble  value  to  him  in  the  work  upon  which 
he  was  soon  to  enter- — that  of  a business 
educator.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  purchased 
of  Uriah  McKee  a half-interest  in  the 
Oberlin  Business  College,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  devoted  his  whole  time  and 
energy  to  building  up  and  improving  this 
old  and  well-known  institution. 

Business  education  has  had  an  interest- 
ing history  in  Oberlin.  The  history  of  such 
work  dates  back  to  the  very  earliest  period 
when  such  instruction  was  given  anywhere, 
and  many  men  who  are  now  occupying 
eminent  places  in  the  world  have  been  as- 
sociated with  the  work  in  this  place  as 
teachers,  among;  whom  we  might  mention 
William  Warren,  author  of  the  Warren ian 
System  of  Penmanship;  Platt  R.  Spencer, 
author  of  the  Spencerian  System  of  Pen- 
manship, now  famous  the  world  over; 
Charles  Griffeth.  S.  S.  Calkins,  Drake 
Brothers,  Platt  R.  Spencer,  Jr.,  W.  F. 
Lyon,  Mr.  Ilowlaod,  Mr.  Cobb,  U.  Mc- 
Kee, and  many  others.  It  was  the  mantle 
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of  such  men  as  these  that  fell  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Mr.  Henderson,  who  has  for 
ten  years  demonstrated  his  ability  to  carry 
to  a successful  issue  the  work  for  which 
these  men  laid  the  foundation. 

In  June,  1SS5,  be  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  with  Miss 
Ada  Lawrence,  a native  of  that  county, 
and  four  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Fred  (who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years),  Elmer  Clinton,  Harold  Lawrence 
and  Alice  Estelle.  In  politics  Mr.  Hender- 
son is  a Republican-Prohibitionist,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  of  which  he  is  treasurer,  as  well 
as  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

The  partnership  between  McKee  and 
Henderson  continued  until  June,  1892, 
when  Mr.  McKee  was  compelled  to  with- 
draw-from  the  school  on  account  of  failino- 

• G1 

health,  his  entire  interest  being  purchased 
by  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  who 

since  that  time  has  had  the  entire  manage- 

- . © 

ment  of  the  institution.  Since  Principal 
Henderson  was  first  associated  with  the 
Oberlin  Business  College,  the  patronage 
has  almost  doubled,  and  its  present  prom- 
inent position  among  similar  colleges  is 
largely  due  to  his  untiring  efforts.  He 
has  been  a close  student  of  all  subjects 
bearing  upon  bis  work,  and  for  several 
years  has  been  giving  his  students  the 
benefit  of  his  researches,  in  what  is  termed 
the  “ Wednesday  Afternoon  Lecture 
Course,”  when  such  subjects  as  “Elements 
of  Success  in  Life,”  “ Life  Insurance,” 
“Building  and  Loan  Associations,”  “Our 
Domestic  System  of  Exchange, ” u Post 
Office  Money  Order  System,”  “ Banking,” 
“ New  York  Clearing  House,”  etc.,  are 

discussed  in  a manner  which  has  long 

© 

been  popular  with  the  students,  not  so 
much  because  of  rhetorical  flourish  as  be- 
cause of  the  abundant  practical  informa- 
tion contained. 

Mr.  Henderson  takes  a deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  occu- 
pies a high  place  in  the  estimation  of  his 
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fellow  citizens.  The  mayor  of  Oberlin 
said  of  him  recently:  “He  is  known  here 
as  an  upright  and  conscientious  teacher,  a 
patriotic  citizen,  and  an  enthusiastic 
worker  in  the  Church  and  benevolent  Socie- 
ties of  the  place.”  For  several  years  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Oberlin  Y.  M.  0.  A.,  and  for  some  time 
past  an  efficient  member  of  the  Board 
of  Health.  lie  is  also  a member  of  the 
Executive  Board  of  Associated  Charities 
for  Oberlin.  and  has  recently  been  elected 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Education.  His 
superior  skill  as  a penman,  his  practical 
experience  in  the  banking  business,  to- 
gether with  bis  ability  as  a teacher  and 
character  as  a man,  render  him  an  able  in- 
structor in  the  college  over  which  he  pre- 
sides, a useful  citizen  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lives,  and  place  him  in  the 
front  rank  of  business  educators  of  the 
present  time. 


EY.  NICHOLAS  PFEIL,  pastor 
of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Avon, 
was  born  November  4,  1859,  in 
Cleveland,  on  the  so-called  West 
Side,  formerly  known  as  Ohio  City, 
house  in  which  he  for  the  first  time 
the  light  of  day  is  still  standing  on 
southeast  corner  of  the  intersection 
of  Penn  and  Chatham  streets.  He  is  the 
second  youngest  of  seven  children — five 
boys  and  two  girls — all  of  whom  with  their 
parents  are  still  among  the  living.  They 
reside  in  and  about  Cleveland,  except  his 
youngest  brother,  who  at  present  is  so- 
journing in  England,  near  Liverpool,  being 
a priest  of  the  Society  of  Jesus. 

Llis  parents  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
Cleveland,  having  immigrated  in  the  fall 
of  1847.  They  came  from  the  northern 
part  of  Baden,  in  Germany,  and  are  de- 
scendants of  that  loyal  race  of  sturdy 
Franks,  who  through  all  the  storms  of 
centuries  remained  faithful  to  the  Catholic 
Church,  ever  since  the  days  of  Franconia’s 


apostle,  St.  Kilian,  who,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  seventh  century,  converted  the 
j Franconian  people  from  heathenism  to 
I catholicity. 

llis  father,  Lawrence  Pfeil,  hails  from 
the  town  of  Koenigsheim  on  the  Tauber, 

o 

and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Franciska  Reinhart,  comes  from  Gissig- 
henn,  a picturesque  little  village  in  the 
uplands  of  the  so-called  Taubergrund. 

Lawrence  Pfeil  was  a baker  by  profes- 
sion,‘and  upon  arriving  in  Cleveland  began 
to  ply  his  trade  for  a time;  but,  seeing  that 
ship  carpenters  were  in  greater  demand 
and  better  paid,  he  joined  their  ranks,  to 
earn  a living  for  his  little  family.  After 
several  years  of  trials,  sickness  and  suffer- 
ing, which  were  the  common  lot  of  pio- 
neers in  those  terrible  days  of  fever  and 
ague,  he,  being  assisted  by  his  saving  and 
diligent  wife,  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
little  home  on  Pear  street  hill.  Later  on 
he  invested  his  hard-earned  savings  in  a 
more  comfortable  home  on  Chatham  street. 

Here  the  subject  of  this  sketch  spent 
his  early  youth,  watched  over  by  a pious 
1 mother  who  tauoht  him  the  first  know- 

I ^5 

I ledge  of  God,  and  folded  his  hands  in 
childlike  prayer.  When  seven  years  of 
age,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Mary’s  school  on 
Jersey  street,  then  as  now  taught  by  the 
Christian  Brothers  of  Dayton,  who  enjoy 
a wide  reputation  as  clever  teachers. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  “sixties,”  the 
family  removed  from  Chatham  street  on  to 
a little  farm  near  the  crossing  of  Lorain 
and  Ilenley  streets.  Though  the  distance 
to  the  parochial  school  was  now  three  miles, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  very  seldom 
missed  a day,  despite  rain  and  storm,  foot- 
! ing  it  regularly  there  and  back,  summer 
! and  winter,  and  often  through  what  now- 
a-days  would  be  called  impassible  roads. 
From  his  eleventh  year  on  he  attended  St. 

! Stephen’s  school,  which  was  opened  on 
| Courtland  street  in  the  spring  of  1870. 
i Here,  in  1872,  he  made  his  First  Com- 
j munion  under  the  guidance  and  direction 
I of  a pious  and  zealous  pastor,  the  Rev. 
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Casimir  Reichlin,  for  whom  he  entertains 
filial  affection  and  devotion  to  this  day. 
For,  next  to  the  grace  of  God,  it  was,  in 
great  measure,  owing  to  the  beautiful, 
priestly  life  of  this  good  man  that  he 
gradually  felt  an  earnest  desire  of  conse- 
crating himself  one  day  to  the  service  of 
God  by  entering  the  priesthood. 

Agreeably  to  his  request,  Nicholas,  with 
his  younger  brother,  was  sent  by  his  par- 
ents, in  the  fall  of  1873,  to  Canisius  Col- 
lege, Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  under  the  able  man- 
agement of  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  where,  for 
five  years,  he  applied  himself  closely  to 
the  study  of  Christian  doctrine,  Latin, 
Greek,  German,  English,  French,  mathe- 
matics and  other  branches  usually  taught 
during  a collegiate  course.  He  was  gradu- 
ated in  June,  1878,  and  the  following 

o 

September  entered  St.  Mary’s  Theological 
Seminary  on  Lake  street,  Cleveland.  Here 
he  remained  five  years,  studying  philosophy 
and  theology,  church  history,  exegesis, 
canon  law,  rubrics,  etc.,  in  preparation  for 
the  reception  of  Holy  Orders— the  dream 
of  his  life. 

After  so  many  years  of  patient  and 
laborious  study  he  received  minor  orders 
on  the  17th  of  March,  subdeaconship  on 
the  17th,  and  deaconship  on  the  ISth  day 
of  May,  and  priesthood  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1883,  being  then  in  his  twenty-fourth  year. 
On  the  following  Sunday,  July  8,  he  cele- 
brated his  first  public  Mass  in  St.  Stephen’s 
Church,  amidst  great  solemnity  and  a vast 
outpouring  of  people,  who  had  known  him 
from  boyhood  days  up. 

His  first  pastoral  charge  was  St.  Patrick’s 
congregation,  Hubbard,  Trumbull  county, 
where  he  remaiued  seven  months,  when  he 
was  transferred  to  the  pastorate  of  Holy 
Trinity  congregation,  Avon,  Lorain  county. 
It  is  now  closely  upon  ten  years  that  he 
has  directed  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
affairs  of  this  congregation,  haviug  arrived 
February  29,  1881. 

During  this  period  he  also  attended  St. 
Peter’s  congregation,  North  Ridgeville,  for 
somewhat  over  four  years,  holding  services 


in  both  congregations  every  Sunday  and 
Holy-day.  He  is  now  solely  pastor  of 
Avon,  having  been  relieved  of  the  arduous 
work  of  the  Ridgeville  mission  by  Bishop 
Horstmann,  November  12,  1893. 

The  present  pastor  of  Trinity  Church 
loves  to  spend  his  leisure  moments  in  his 
library  among  his  books.  He  is  fond  of 
solitude  because  of  the  opportunity  it  af- 
fords h itn  for  reading  and  mental  improve- 
ment, but  he  also  loves  the  company  of 
his  friends,  and  highly  appreciates  a good 
joke  when  he  hears  it.  Although  born  in 
the  city,  he  prefers  to  live  in  the  country, 
regards  with  affection  its  plain  people 
and  their  simplicity  of  life,  delights  in 
flowers  and  birds,  and  is  passionately  fond 
of  music.  Ilis  great  pleasure,  however,  is 
to  come  to  the  relief  of  some  poor  suffer- 
ing soul,  and  is  ever  ready,  at  any  hour  of 
i the  day  or  night,  to  exercise  his  priestly 
ministrations. 


M.  VANTILBURG,  M.  D„  a pop- 
ular physician  and  surgeon  of  Lorain, 
was  born  January  19,  1849,  in  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  and  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of 
that  county. 

His  grandfather,  Daniel  Yantilburg, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  and 
in  1812  entered  land  in  Ashland  county, 
same  State.  Lie  returned  to  Jefferson 
county,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Clinton,  and  in  1813 
settled  permanently  in  Ashland  county, 
where  he  became  a prominent  citizen,  re- 
siding on  his  farm  until  his  death,  which 
© 

occurred  in  1866.  He  took  part  in  the 
war  of  1812,  serving  six  months  in  an 
Ohio  regiment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vantilburg 
reared  a family  of  six  children — three  sons 
and  three  daughters;  two  of  the  sons, 
John  and  Henry  (twins),  are  practicing 
physicians  in  Ashland  county.  The  Van- 
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tilburg  family  was  originally  from  Holland, 
and  Grandfather  Vantilburg  was  of  Penn- 
sylvan  ia-German  descent. 

Daniel  Vantilburg,  son  of  this  old 
pioneer,  was  born  on  the  farm  in  Ashland 
county  (one  mile  south  of  Ashland),  where 
he  passed  his  entire  life.  He  was  married 
in  Jefferson  county,  this  State,  to  Miss 
Clarinda  Myers,  a native  of  same,  and  they 
had  a family  of  four  children  (three  yet 
living),  namely:  Margaret,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Dr.  Charles  Campbell,  of  Ashland, 
and  died  in  1S79;  J.  M.,  subject  of  sketch; 
William,  residing  at  Ashland,  and  George, 
living  on  the  home  farm  in  Ashland 
county.  The  father  of  this  family  died  in 
1878,in  Ashland  county,  where  his  widow 
still  resides. 

J.  M.  Vantilburg  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Ashland  and  in  the 
college  at  Hayesville.  In  186T  he  en- 
listed, for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 
in  Company  G,  Twenty-third  O.  Y.  I., 
under  Gen.  R.  B.  Hayes,  Captain  William 
McKinley  (afterward  Governor  McKinley). 
He  was  mustered  into  service  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  being  assigned  to  the  army  of  West 
Virginia,  and  participated  in  the  engage- 
ment of  Cedar  Creek  and  in  many  skir- 
mishes. He  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Cumberland,  Md.,  in  July,  1865,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Ashland  county, 
Ohio.  In  1S85  he  entered  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  in 
October,  1888,  came  to  Lorain,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession. From  1881  to  1883  the  Doctor 
resided  in  western  Texas  and  Mexico, 
assisting  for  some  time  in  the  construction 
of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad  from  Ft. 
Worth  west.  For  nine  months  he  was 
engaged  on  the  construction  of  the  Mex- 
ican Central  Railroad,  from  El  Paso  to 
Zacatecas,  and  then  located  for  a short 
time  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  Mexico, 
aftec  which  he  returned  to  Ashland  county. 

Socially  Dr.  Vantilburg  is  a member  of 


Q.  A.  Gillmore  Post  Ho.  752,  G.  A.  R , 
and  has  been  commander  of  same  since  its 
organization  (this  post  at  the  prerent 
writing  has  twenty-three  members);  lie  is 
also  a member  of  Woodland  Lodge  No. 
226,  K.  of  P.,  of  Uniformed  Rank  No. 
117  Loyal  Legion,  and  Lorain  Lodge  No. 
552,  F.  and  A.  M.  For  many  years  lie 
has  been  a member  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guards,  of  which  he  was  the  first  lieu- 
tenant. Politically  he  is  a Republican, 
and  has  served  as  member  of  the  town 
council. 


jOHN  SAVE,  farmer  and  keeper  of 
j boarding  stable,  Ridgeville  township, 
I is  an  Englishman  by  birth,  born 
December  7,  1839,  in  Yorkshire,  a 
i son  of  James  and  Ann  (Colley)  Saye,  of 
the  same  county,  where  they  married.  In 
1850  they  came  to  the  United  States, 
crossing  the  ocean  in  six  weeks,  and  from 
their  port  of  landing  came  westward  to 
Ohio,  taking  the  Hudson  river,  Erie  Canal 
i and  Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland,  thence  pro- 
ceeding by  wagon  to  their  destination— 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
they  lived  many  years;  they  died  in  Ridge- 
ville township,  the  father  in  February, 
1881,  the  mother  in  1871.  They  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  viz  : Watson,  residing  in  Ridge- 
ville township;  Ann.  widow  of  Albert 
Adams,  of  Saginaw,  Mich. ; Harriet,  wife 
of  John  Watson,  of  Ridgeville  township; 
Mary,  wife  of  Ambrose  Snow,  of  Cali- 
fornia; John,  our  subject;  and  Hannah, 
widow  of  Joseph  Peterson,  of  Berea,  Ohio. 

John  Saye,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  a boy  when  he  came  with  the  rest 
of  the  family  to  America,  and  his  education 
was  received  partly  in  England  and  partly  in 
Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  was  also  trained  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1872  he  bought  his  present  tine  farm 
of  forty-five  acres  in  Ridgeville  township, 
and  here  he  has  since  been  successfully 
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gaged  in  general  fanning  and  boarding 
horses,  in  connection  with  which  latter 
branch  of  his  business  lie  has  had  the  care 
of  horses  of  all  kinds,  from  various  parts 
of  the  county.  Mr.  Save  has  been  twice 
married:  first  time  in  1863  to  Miss  Miriam 
Parker,  a native  of  Henrietta  township, 
Lorain  county,  by  which  union  were  born 
three  children — all  daughters — viz.:  Amy, 
Ella  (wife  of  Douglas  Proudfoot;  they 
have  one  child,  Lester),  and  Miriam.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1879,  and  in  1883 
Mr.  Saye  married  Miss  Ellen  Gay  ton,  a 
native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  useful,  loyal  citizens  of  his  locality. 


LORRIN  EMMONS,  member  of  an 
j early  pioneer  family  of  Ridgeville 
\ township,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
in  December,  1823,  son  of  Chauncey 
and  Charlotte  (Porter)  Emmons. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both 
natives  of  Connecticut,  the  mother  born 
August  26,  1789,  and  in  1810  they  mi- 
grated westward,  coming  with  an  ox-team 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  they  passed 
the  rest  of  their  long  lives.  They  located 
in  Ridgeville  township,  first  on  Butternut 
Ridge,  and  subsequently  on  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Chauncey  Emmons  took  an  active  interest 
in  the  politics  of  the  day.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Ridgeville  township,  June  24, 
1874,  his  wife  dying  September  21,  1847. 
These  pioneers  reared  a family  of  eight 
children,  a brief  record  of  whom  follows: 
Marilla  was  first  married  to  Newton 
Adams,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Brandy- 
burg;  they  live  in  Lansing,  Mich.  Beecher 
Porter  removed  to  Missouri,  where  he  died 
in  1890.  Caroline  is  the  widow  of  Fred- 
erick Hall,  of  Olean,  N.  Y.  Susan  is  the 
widow  of  David  Brainerd,  of  Wisconsin. 
Edmond  died  in  Lorain  county.  Lorrin 


is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  memoir. 
Harlow  Chauncey  resided  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Elyria;  his  death  occurred  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  Spencer  died  in  Elyria. 

Lorrin  Emmons  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive township,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Ridgeville 
Center.  He  has  made  fanning  his  life 
vocation,  and  now  owns  the  old  homestead 
of  twenty-five  acres,  to  which  he  has  added 
twenty-five  more,  making  a fine  farm  of 
fifty  acres  in  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
On  March  27,  1849,  Mr.  Emmons  was 
married,  in  Ridgeville  township,  to  Miss 
Mary  Burrell,  daughter  of  lligbyand  Ann 
(Conrad)  Burrell,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  who  in  an  early  day  came  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio;  the  father  died  in  Ridgeville 
township  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  the 
mother  many  years  before.  To  Mr.  and 
M rs.  Lorrin  Emmons  have  come  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Lois,  wifeof  Orrin  Herrick, 
of  Cleveland,  has  four  children;  Ada  A., 
who  married  Elson  Dye,  died  in  January, 
1893,  leaving  two  children;  Alice,  wife  of 
Howard  Knevels,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.;  and 
Arthur  L.,  married  and  living  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad.  Mr.  Emmons  is  a member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  been  elected 
to  the  offices  of  assessor  and  trustee  of  his 
township,  serving  in  the  latter  position 
manj7  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church. 


SH.  SHAW,  a leading  agriculturist 
, of  Ridgeville  township,  and  a repre- 
/ sentative  citizen,  is  a native  of 
New  York  State,  born  in  Bristol 
township,  Ontario  county,  in  1829,  a son 
of  Samuel  and  Charlotte  (Hale)  Shaw,  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State. 

In  the  fall  of  1829  the  family  migrated 
to  Ohio,  making  a settlement  in  Bath 
i township,  Summit  county,  the  fourth  or 
fifth  family  to  come  into  that  locality. 
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Here  the  father  died  January  31,  1837, 
and  in  1839  his  widow  married  Lyman 
Doolittle,  who  died  in  Summit  county, 
Ohio.  To  Samuel  and  Charlotte  Shaw 
were  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Allen, 
who  died  young;  S.  II. , our  subject;  Cor- 
inthia,  who  died  young;  Lorenzo,  who  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  Summit  county,  died 
about  1S90;  Dency,  who  married  Walter 
Simmons,  and  moved  to  Medina  county, 
died  in  September,  1891  (he  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1890);  and  Richmond,  married, 
residing  in  Bath  township,  Summit  county. 
By  the  mother’s  second  marriage  there 
were  five  children,  to  wit:  Eliza,  who 
married  William  Wylie  (they  came  to 
Kidgeville  township,  where  she  died  in 
1S75);  Erwin,  who  died  young;  Lucy,  who 
died  young;  Orpha,  wife  of  Virgil  E. 
Shaw,  living  on  the  old  home;  and  Gen- 
evieve. wife  of  Virgil  E.  Shaw,  also  resid- 
ing on  the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  his  boyhood  home,  and  was 
reared  to  farming  pursuits.  In  1851  he 
came  from  Summit  county,  Ohio,  toEidge- 
vi lie  township,  Lorain  county,  where  he 
cleared  a farm  from  out  of  the  woods,  at  a 
time  when  wild  animals,  including  all 
kinds  of  game,  were  yet  plentiful.  He 
bought  eighteen  acres  of  land,  and  after 
improving  it  sold  out  and  moved  into  Me- 
dina county,  where  he  resided  till  1856; 
then  returned  to  Lorain  county  and  bought 
a ten -acre  tract  of  wild  timber  land,  which 
he  cleared,  and  from  time  to  time  added  to 
till  now  he  is  the  owner  of  sixty-five  acres 
all  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
a comfortable  residence,  ample  barn  and 
other  outbuildings,  and  confines  himself 
now  exclusively  to  mixed  farming,  although 
at  one  time  he  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  for  twelve  years 
followed  the  business  of  building  mover. 

In  1851  Mr.  Shaw  was  married,  in  Sum- 
mit county,  to  Miss  Juliette  Wylie,  a native 
of  Erie,  Penn.,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Anna  (Shaw)  Wylie,  both  of  Connecticut 


birth,  who  in  an  early  day  moved  to  Erie, 
Penn.,  and  thence  in  1839  to  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Bath  township. 
The  father  died  in  Erie  in  1838,  the  mother 
in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  in 
1872.  Their  family,  seven  in  number, 
were  as  follows:  Andrew,  who  has  resided 
on  his  present  farm  in  Medina  count}’  since 
1848;  Mary  Ann.  wife  of  Isaac  Warren, 
residino-  in  Oklahoma;  Warren,  who  died 
young;  William, deceased  in  1887  in  Eido-e- 
• ville;  Favian;  Jane,  who  died  young;  and 
Juliette,  Mrs.  Shaw.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Shaw  were  born  seven  children,  a 
brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Zimri, 
ao-ent  at  Shawville.  where  he  resides,  is 
married  and  has  two  sons,  Archer  and 
Stanley;  Arthur,  agent  at  Olmsted  Falls, 
is  married  and  has  one  son,  Glenn;  Dora 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Diana,  wife 
of  Lafayette  Phillips,  residing  in  Carbon, 
Ind.,  has  one  son,  Claude;  Oscar,  married, 
resides  in  Clarksville,  Tenn.  (he  has  two 
children,  Hattie  and  Cecil);  Alfaretta,  wife 
of  Morris  Bills,  residing  at  Collins.  Ohio, 
has  two  children,  Grace  and  Stella;  Lola  is 
i a graduate  of  Elyria  High  School.  Po- 
litically our  subject  is  an  ardent  Republi- 
can, and  has  served  as  township  trustee 
and  in  other  offices  of  trust.  At  one  time 
there  was  in  Ridgeville  township  a post- 
office,  Shawville,  named  for  the  family, 
which  was  changed,  however,  but  there  is 
still  a station  on  the  L.  S.  & 41.  S.  R.  E. 
of  that  name. 


1 fl  jILLIAM  F.  ESKEET.  Among 
\ y the  well-known  agriculturists  of 
Ml  Mj  Elyria  township  stands  prominent 
this  gentleman.  He  is  a native 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  born  July  26,  1849.  a 
son  of  Georcre  and  Elizabeth  (Abbenzeller) 
Eskert,  who  came  from  Germany  to  the 
United  States,  and  were  married  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  The  father,  who  was  a rope 
maker  by  trade,  died  at  the. early  age  of 
twenty-nine  years;  the  mother  is  yet  living 
in  Elyria. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  in  Boston,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  boiler  maker,  which  he  followed  in  his 
native  city  till  1868,  in  which  year  he 
came  to  Lorain  county,  and  commenced 
farming,  a vocation  he  lias  since  prospered 
in.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
of  County  Infirmary  directors  since  1890, 
having  been  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  he  was  trustee  of  Elyria  town- 
ship for  several  years. 

On  April  30,  1870,  Mr.  Eskert  married 
Miss  Frances  Hoadlev,  daughter  of  Luther 
and  Hannah  (Smith)  Hoadley,  who  are 
among  the  oldest  pioneers  of  Lorain  county. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eskert;  Helen,  wife  of  Allen  E.  Griffin,  of 
Oberlin,  Ohio.  Mr.  Eskert  is  a member 
of  the  F.  & A.  M. 


ENRY  WARNER  was  born  Octo- 
ber 17,  1801,  in  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex Co.,  Conn.  On  April  21, 
1825,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Whitcom,  of 
"Wayne  county,  X.  Y.,  by  which  union 
there  were  eleven  children,  viz. : William 

II.,  John  V.,  Esther  A.,  Maria  J.,  Alai ita 
A.,  Augustus  A.,  Jerome  B.,  Cyrenias  P., 
Vandalia  S.,  Irving  X.,  and  Valeria  E., 
two  of  whom  are  living,  Auoustus  A.  and 
Cyrenius  P. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  moved  to 
Brownhelm,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1847, 
having  previously  purchased  the  stone 
quarry  nowr  owned  by  the  Worthington 
Brothers.  From  this  quarry  he  shipped, 
it  is  believed,  the  first  stone  that  was 
shipped  from  Lorain  county;  this  shipment 
was  to  Canada.  Some  time  in  1854  or 
1855  he  was  associated  with  Baxter  Clough 
in  the  quarry  business,  and  was  owner  of 
the  Ilaldeman  quarry  in  1859.  He  spent 
his  days  on  the  farm  where  he  died,  which 
is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son-in- 
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I law,  J.  R.  Miller,  and  located  about  one 
mile  west  of  North  Amherst  village,  on  the 
Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road. Mr.  Warner  died  January  25,  1876, 
in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age.  His 
wife  died  August  25,  1872. 


r[  ’ EXRY  FOWL,  one  of  the  represent- 
ative native-born  agriculturists  of 
Lorain  county,  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  of  day  in  Amherst 
township  in  1843. 

Iiis  father,  Henry  Fowl,  came  from 
Germany  to  Ohio  when  about  eleven  years 
old,  with  his  father, Godfrey  Fowl,  and  for 
a year  they  had  their  residence  in  Cleve- 
land, thence  moving  to  Amherst  township, 
Lorain  county.  Here  Henry  Fowl  re- 
mained till  1864,  when  he  came  to  Elyria 
township,  settlingon  the  farm  nowoccupied 
by  our  subject.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Baker,  who  came  to  Lorain  county  when 
five  years  old,  and  they  reared  a family  of 
eicdit  children,  of  whom  the  following  is  a 
brief  record:  Henry  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Charles  E.  is  on  a farm  in  Elyria 
township  ; Catherine,  the  wife  of  L. 
Ilaserodt,  of  Elyria,  died  March  S,  1873; 
Lucy,  who  married  Conrad  Brandt,  of  Ely- 
ria township,  died  in  November,  1383; 
Leonard  died  in  January,  1892;  Lena  is 
the  wife  of  Emanuel  Eckler,  of  Elyria; 
Andrew,  married,  resides  in  Elyria;  Philip 
lives  in  Carlisle  township.  The  parents 
both  died  in  1890,  of  “ la  grippe,”  the 
father  on  May  13,  the  mother  on  Septem- 
ber 22. 


Henry  Fowl  was  reared  in  Amherst 
township,  and  received  his  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  at  the 
! same  time  being  trained  to  the  practical 
; duties  of  farm  life.  In  1889  he  came  to 
his  present  place  in  Elyria  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
onmed  in  general  agriculture.  In  1870  he 
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was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Pangborn,  a na- 
tive of  Amherst  township,  Lorain  county, 
an  adopted  daughter  of  Anson  and  Ida 
(Squires)  Pangborn,  he  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, she  of  Whitehall,  X.  Y.  Mrs.  Pang- 
born came  to  Lorain  county  in  1816,  Mr. 
Pangborn  in  1827,  and  they  both  died  in 
Elyria  township  in  1SS0  and  188S  respect- 
ively. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fowl  have  been 
born  six  children,  as  follows:  Sydney,  Elfa 
(wife  of  E.  Denman,  of  Elyria,  who  has 
one  child,  Ena  P.),  J.  M.,  Ida,  Leonard 
and  Urr  C.  Our  subject  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  in 
his  political  sympathies  he  is  a strong 
Prohibitionist. 


(EXRY  A.  PLATO,  vice-president 
of  the  Savings  Deposit  Bank,  and 
dry-goods  merchant,  Xorth  Am- 
herst, is  a native  of  Germany,  born 
December  28,  18-15,  a son  of  John 
and  Wilhelmina  (Bodmann)  Plato,  also 
natives  of  Germany. 

In  1856  they  came  totheUnited  States, 
and  to  Ohio,  making  a stay  of  four  or  five 
months  in  Vermillion,  Erie  county;  then 
came  to  Amherst  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  they  followed  farming  about  three 
years,  after  which  they  moved  into  the 
village  of  Xorth  Amherst.  Here  for 
some  eight  or  ten  years  the  father  operated 
a livery,  assisted  by  his  sons;  also  erected 
a grocery  store,  and  conducted  a business 
there  till  his  retirement  from  active  life, 
at  which  time  his  sons  took  charge  of  the 
grocery.  He  died  in  December,  1890, 
aged  seventy-six  years;  his  widow  is  yet 
living,  now  sixty-nine  years  old.  Their 
family  comprised  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  viz.:  Henry  A.,  John  E.  (part- 
ner in  business  with  Henry  A.),  Herman  J. 
and  Matilda  C.,  wife  of  Joseph  AVesbecher, 
partner  in  the  hardware  business  with 
Henry  A.  and  John  E.  Henry  A.  com- 
menced the  grocery  business  with  his 


brother,  John  E.,  in  1869,  and  continued 
therein  about  twelve  years,  or  till  1881,  in 
which  year  his  brother-in-law  (Joseph 
AVesbecher)  being  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness, our  subject  and  brother,  J.  E.,  bought 
an  interest  in  same.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Plato,  in  conjunction  with  his  partners, 
built  a brick  block,  and  up  to  January  1, 
1892,  he  saw  to  the  interest  of  the  brothers 
in  the  hardware  branch,  which  grew  to  be 
a thriving  concern, while  J.  E.,  the  brother, 
attended  their  dry-goods  store;  but  being 
sickly  changed  positions  with  his  brother, 
and  went  back  to  the  dry- goods  store  on 
January  1,  1892,  at  the  same  time  retain- 
ing his  connection  with  the  hardware  busi- 
ness. About  two  years  ago  the  Savings 
Deposit  Bank  was  organized  in  Xorth 
Amherst,  and  Mr.  Plato  has  ever  since 
been  vice-president  of  same.  About  four 
years  ago  he  was  instrumental  in  organ- 
izing the  Xorth  Amherst  Furniture  Co., 
which  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  enter- 
prises of  the  kind  in  Xorthern  Ohio, 
putting  up  the  building  which  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  concern. 

In  I860  Henry  A.  Plato  and  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Hilderbrand  were  united  in  mar- 
riage, and  six  children  were  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Matilda,  a clerk  in  her  father’s  store; 
Albert  D.,  who  was  educated  at  Xotre 
Dame,  Ind.,  and  is  connected  with  his 
father  in  the  dry-goods  business;  AVil- 
helmina,  also  educated  at  Xotre  Dame, 
Ind.;  Cecelia,  Louisa  and  Florence,  all  of 
whom  have  had  the  best  possible  educa- 
tional advantages.  They  are  possessed  of 
rare  musical  abilities,  and  furm  within 
their  own  circle  a talented  band.  They 
have  for  some  years  furnished  the  music 
in  the  Catholic  Church  at  Amherst,  and 
are  in  much  demand  at  both  public  and 
private  entertainments.  The  “ Plato  Band,” 
as  it  is  sometimes  called,  consists  of  two 
violins  (played  by  son  and  one  of  the 
daughters);  piano  and  cornet  (two  other 
daughters),  and  Jute  (Mr.  Plato  himself). 

Mr.  Plato  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  a 
leader  of  the  party  in  his  vicinity.  In 
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1887  he  was  elected  township  clerk,  a po- 
sition he  still  tills.  In  18G1  (then  but 
sixteen  years  of  age)  lie  wished  very  much 
to  enlist  as  a tiler,  but  his  father  pre- 
vented his  going  out,  being  too  young; 
however,  in  December,  1868,  he  enlisted, 
this  time  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-eighth  0.  Y.  I.,  and  served 
till  July,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Camp  Chase,  the  war  coming  to  a 
close. 


DAY  BERRES,  Jk.,  one  of  the  in- 
/ V dustrious  and  progressive  farmer 
I r citizens  of  Ridgeville  township,  is 

JJ  a native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  born 
in  1837,  a son  of  Adam  and  Mary 
(Jacobs)  Berres,  also  natives  of  the  Father- 
land. 

In  1857  the  family  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  settling  on  a farm  in 
Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
the  parents  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives 
there,  the  father  dying  January  28,  1892, 
the  mother  in  1877.  Their  children,  nine 
in  number,  were  as  follows:  Peter,  mar- 
ried, a resident  of  Wood  county,  Ohio; 
John,  married,  residing  in  Ridgeville 
township;  Adam,  our  subject;  Gertrude, 
wife  of  Joseph  Schneider,  of  Michigan; 
Matt,  a farmer  of  Avon  township;  Mary, 
wife  of  Mathias  Myers,  of  Ridgeville  town 
ship;  Joseph,  a farmer  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship; William,  residing  in  Elyria;  and 
Casper,  who  resides  in  Ridgeville  township. 

Adam  Berres,  Jr.,  was  twenty  years  old 
when  he  came  with  the  rest  of  the  family 
to  this  country,  and  he  has  always  followed 
farming.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  an  ex- 
cellent property  of  ninety-one  acres  of 
land  all  in  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation, 
His  first  residence  thereon  beincr  a loo 
shanty,  which  was  superseded  by  a house 
18x36,  two  stories  in  height,  with  an 
“L”  16x26,  two  stories;  there  is  also  a 
commodious  and  well-built  barn  24x32. 
In  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company 


G,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  O.  Y.  I., 
army  of  the  Potomac,  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  but  served  only  eleven 
months,  being  honorably  discharged  in 
1863  in  the  convalescent  camp  near  Alex- 
andria, Ya.,and  returning  home  to  Lorain 
county,  where  he  has  since  carried  on 
general  farming.  In  1867  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Catherine  Myer,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, and  daughter  of  Andreas  Myer, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  ten  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows:  Peter,  Gertrude, 
Mathew,  Joseph,  William,  Casper,  Kate, 
Jacob,  Christian  and  Frank.  Politically 
Mr.  Berres  is  a Democrat.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Rido-e- 
v i lie,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 


T ACOB  MYERS,  well  - known  and 
y I highly  respected  as  a well-to-do  farmer 
citizen  of  Lorain  county,  was  born  in 
Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1814,  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Snyder  Myers, 
who  were  of  Dutch  descent. 

Joseph  Myers  was  born  March  11,1760, 
in  Yew  Jersey,  and  was  there  married  to 
Mary  Snyder,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
State  January  27,  1770.  In  an  early  day 
they  removed  to  New  York  State,  where 
the  father  died  April  24,  1829,  the  widowed 
mother  afterward  removing  to  Ohio,  and 
dying  in  Elyria  township  in  1853.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them,  named  re- 
spectively: Margaret,  Andrew,  Catherine, 
Julia  and  Jacob.  Of  these,  the  youngest, 
who  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  subscription 
schools  of  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.  In 
the  winter  of  1833  he  came  on  foot  to 
Ohio,  first  locating  in  Carlisle  township, 
Lorain  county,  thence,  in  1834,  moving  to 
Elyria  township.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  in  course  of  time 
became  a contractor  and  builder,  a business 
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he  followed  for  years.  In  1835  he  bought 
his  farm  in  Elyria  township,  whereon  he 
now  resides,  and  built  himself  a modern 
comfortable  home. 

On  November  15,  1835,  Mr.  Myers  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  M ary  Bur- 
rell, a native  of  New  York  State,  and 
daughter  of  Arnold  and  Mary  (Hitchcock) 
Burrell,  of  Vermont  birth,  who  removed 
to  New  York  State,  whence,  in  1833,  they 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  becoming 
pioneers  of  Sheffield  township,  where  they 
both  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Myers 
were  born  seven  children,  to  wit:  Andrew, 
who  died  when  eight  years  old;  Mary  L., 
wife  of  Judson  Kinney,  of  Sheffield  town- 
ship (they  have  three  children:  Lena,  Elmer 
and  Edith);  Lorin,  married,  living  in  Ely- 
ria; Esther,  wife  of  William  Cox,  has  two 
children — -Francis  and  Lorin;  Andrew, 
living  on  a farm,  who  is  married  and  has 
three  children — -Alta,  Grace  and  Miles; 
Alonzo,  residing  at  La  Porte,  Ohio,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children — Jacob  and 
Eva;  and  Alligan,  wife  of  Charles  Cox, 
has  four  children — Lottie,  Mary,  Sumner 
and  George.  The  parents  celebrated,  in 
1885,  their  “golden  wedding,”  in  the  old 
home  where  they  had  first  settled  as  man 
and  wife,  and  Judge  Day,  who  officiated 
at  the  marriage,  was  among  those  present. 
Politically  Mr.  Myers  is  a pronounced  Re- 
publican, casting  his  first  vote  for  Van- 
Bnren.  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
township  school  board. 


El  DWARD  S.  FITCH,  who  for  three- 
score years  has  been  a resident 

j of  Avon  township,  Lorain  county, 

where  he  has  prospered  well  as  a 
general  farmer,  is  a native  of  Rutland, 
Vt„  born  in  1829. 

He  is  a son  of  Cyrus  and  Camilla  (Gar- 
rett) Fitch,  also  of  Vermont,  where  they 
were  married,  and  whence  in  1834  they 
migrated  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  locating 


in  the  woods,  and  there  cleared  the  farm 
now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
They  purchased,  at  first,  sixty  acres,  built 
a log  house,  and  continued  to  live  there  the 
rest  of  their  days,  the  father  dying  in  1875; 
he  was  prominent  in  political  affairs,  first 
as  a Whig,  later  as  a Republican.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  taught  the  first 
school  in  the  district  where  the  latter  now 
lives,  for  the  first  six  months  of  that  oner- 
ous work  receiving  no  salary;  she  died  in 
April,  1892,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Three 
children  were  born  to  this  pioneer  couple, 
viz.:  James, deceased  when  young;  Edward 
S.,  subject  of  sketch;  and  Candace,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Edward  S.  Fitch,  who  is  the  only  living- 
representative  of  the  family,  was  reared  on 
his  present  farm,  and  educated  at  the 
schools  of  Cuyahoga  county.  In  1856  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Barrows,  daugh- 
ter of  Adnah  and  Clarissa  (Day)  Barrows, 
and  three  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union,  namely:  (1)  Daniel,  married 

and  residing  in  Avon  township  (has  two 
children:  Scott  and  Camilla  Louise);  (2) 

Charles,  deceased  in  1878;  and  (3)  Delia, 
wife  of  Michael  Henson  (they  reside  in 
Avon  township,  and  have  one  child, 
George).  Politically  Mr.  Fitch  is  a Re- 
publican, taking  a lively  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  his  party. 


II.  LAMPMAN,  prominent  in 
mercantile  affairs  in  Lorain  coun- 
l[  ty,  and  proprietor  of  a general 
merchandise  store  in  the  town  of 
Lorain,  is  a native  of  the  county, 
born  in  Avon  township  April  16,  1814. 

M.  Z.  Lampman,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York  of  Ger- 
man parents,  and  his  father,  who  was  a 
hatter  by  trade,  came  west  many  years  ago, 
dying  in  Wisconsin.  M.  Z.  Lampman  in 
early  life  came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and 
found  employment  on  the  lakes,  at  one 
time  sailing  on  the  old  steamship  “ Bun- 
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ker  Hill,”  long  since  passed  away.  After 
Icavino-  the  lakes  he  married  Elizabeth 
Churchill,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  A.  Y., 
in  1820,  and  he  then  carried  on  fanning 
till  1850,  in  that  year  removing  to  a hotel 
at  French  Creek,  which  he  kept  till  the 
spring  of  1853,  when  he  came  to  Lorain. 
Here  he  kept  hotel  for  some  time,  first 
in  a building  which  stood  opposite  the 
new  “Griffin  House;”  he  then  boughtthe 
place  where  the  “Griffin  House”  now 
stands,  and  in  that  hostelry  did  a flourish- 
ing business  till  about  1872.  Mr.  Lamp- 
man  was  collector  for  the  port  of  Lorain  for 
about  twenty-one  years,  from  Buchanan’s 
time,  and  he  kept  a store  in  the  town  for 
some  twenty-five  years,  up  till  1865  or  ’67. 
About  three  years  before  his  death  he 
opened  a hotel  at  Lake  Breeze,  Lorain 
county,  and  he  also  owned  a farm  there. 
Politically  he  was  first  a Jackson  Demo- 
crat, and  then  a Republican  from  the  time 
of  Buchanan.  He  died  at  Lake  Breeze  in 
1875,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  his  widow  in 
the  fall  of  1892.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  all  of  whom  crew  to  ma- 
turity,  viz.:  C.  A.,  deceased  wife  of  E.  K. 
Porter;  M.  II.,  subject  of  sketch;  Augusta 
M.,  wife  of  Harry  Jones,  and  George,  born 
in  1847,  a painter  by  trade,  who  was  un- 
married, and  died  in  Lorain  in  April, 

• 1892. 

M.  H.  Lampman,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  a thoroughly  practi- 
cal school  training,  and  from  the  age  of 
sixteen  till  two  years  after  his  marriage 
was  engaged  as  store  clerk.  In  1869  he 
went  into  the  butchering  business  for  a 
time,  then  worked  at  carpentry,  remaining 
in  the  C.  L.  & W.  R.  R.  shops  at  Lorain 
nine  and  one-half  years,  or  till  1887,  since 
when  he  has  been  conducting  his  present 
business,  in  which  he  has  met  with  un- 
qualified success.  In  1867  Mr.  Lampman 
married  Miss  Julia  A.  Miller,  who  was 
born  in  1842  in  Avon  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Peter  Miller,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  the  hero  of  the  story 
related  in  the  old-time  school  primers, 


to  wit:  There  was  once  a bear  that  chased 
a boy  up  a tree,  following  him  so  closely 
that  he  was  enabled  to  grab  the  boy’s  foot 
in  his  mouth,  whereupon  the  latter  let  o-0 
his  hold  on  the  tree  and  came  topplinn- 
down  to  the  ground,  bear  and  all,  but  boy- 
on  top;  and  so  great  was  the  surprise  of 
Bruin,  who  was  partially  stunned,  that  he 
was  unable  to  pursue  the  lad,  who  it  is  un- 
necessary to  add  took  to  his  heels  without 
wishing  his  bearsh ip  any  ceremonial  adieu. 
In  his  political  predilections  Mr.  Lamp- 
man  is  a Republican.  He  is  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  of  the  F.  & A M 
K.  P.  and  K.  O.  T.  M. 


*TJ  ' A.  SMITH,  for  nearly  half  a century 
Fj J an  honored  resident  of  Ridgeville 
township,  whither  he  came  from 
Connecticut  in  1840,  is  a native  of 
that  State,  born  in  1823. 

Our  subject  is  a son  of  Edward  and  Sally 
(Hotchkiss)  Smith,  also  of  the  “Autmeo- 
State,”  the  former  of  whom  died  there  in 
1823.  The  widowed  mother  continued  to 
reside  at  her  old  home  till  our  subject  was 
seventeen  years  old,  so  that  he  received  his 
elementary  education  at  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  of  his  place  of  birth.  In 
1840,  as  above  intimated,  the  family  came 
west  to  Ohio,  making  for  themselves  anew 
home  in  the  wild  woods  of  Ridgeville 
township,  Lorain  county;  and  here  our  sub- 
ject labored  with  the  rest  in  clearing  away 
the  timber  and  underbrush,  and  converting 
the  somber  forest  into  sunny  fields.  He 
had  learned  the  trade  of  bone  and  horn  but- 
ton maker,  which  he  followed  in  Ridge- 
ville township.  He  is  now  owner  of  fifty- 
nine  acres  of  land,  all  highly  cultivated 
and  well  improved.  In  1855  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Ridgeville  township  to  Miss  Mel- 
vina  Terrell,  a native  of  same, and  daughter 
of  4\  i 1 1 is  and  Sarepta  (Phelps)  Terrell,  of 
Connecticut  birth,  who  many  years  before 
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marriage  became  settlers  of  Ridgeville 
township,  Lorain  county.  Mr.  Terrell 
came  here,  when  a boy,  with  his  father, 
Major  Willis  Terrell,  and  clearly  remem- 
bered the  news  of  Perry’s  victory  on  Lake 
Erie.  He  died  in  1881;  his  widow  is  yet 
living  in  Ridgeville  township.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  one  child  has  been  born, 
named  Charles  P.,  now  married  and  re- 
siding in  Ridgeville  Center.  Politically 
our  subject  has  been  a lifelong  Democrat, 
and  has  served  his  township  as  trustee,  real- 
estate  assessor  (1870-lS90j  and  treasurer. 


B.  SHEAHAN,  of  North  Amherst, 
is  a native  of  Hamilton  county,  On- 
tario, Canada,  born.  June  21,  1863,  a 
son  of  John  and  (Ann)  Fox  Sheahan. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Limerick,  Ireland,  and  about  the  time  of 
his  marriage  went  to  Canada  by  way  of 
Quebec,  whence  he  and  his  wife  came 
farther  west.  About  the  year  1850  they 
came  to  the  United  States,  where  he  fol- 
lowed various  pursuits,  all  of  a mechanical 
nature,  till  1856,  when  they  returned  to 
Canada,  and  part  of  the  time  resided  in 
Hamilton  county,  Ontario,  until  1865. 
In  that  year  they  came  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  locating  west  of  North  Amherst  till 
1872,  when  they  removed  to  East  Quar- 
ries, where  the  father  died  in  1876.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
The  mother  of  subject,  who  was  born  in 
Limerick,  Ireland,  November  1 (xVll  Saints 
Day),  1839,  is  yet  living,  a resident  of 
North  Amherst.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  is 
a brief  record;  Cornelius  is  foreman  in 
quarries  in  Jackson  county,  Mich.;  is  j 
married  and  has  one  child,  Geraldine.  I 
Stephen  is  in  Chicago,  yardmaster  for  the  i 
Chicago  & Great  Western  Railroad,  oper-  i 
ated  by  the  Chicago,  Kansas  City  & Ne- 
braska R.  R.  Co.;  is  married  and  has  live 


children,  viz.:  Mamie,  Charley,  John, 
Annie  and  Mao-ode.  Mao-ode  is  living  at. 
home.  The  fourth  in  order  of  birth  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Lizzie  and  Jere- 
miah are  still  living  at  home.  Patrick  F. 
died  in  Michigan  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  Mamie  is  a teacher  in  the 
parochial  school  at  North  Amherst.  Dan- 
iel died  May  24,  1893,  when  eighteen 
years  of  age. 

J.  B.  Sheahan  received  his  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  North  Amherst.  For 
eight  years  he  operated  a stone  sawmill  in 
Michigan,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  Lorain  county,  in  March,  1893, 
and  is  now  in  business  in  North  Amherst. 
He  is  popular  in  the  town,  and  is  an  ac- 
tive member  of  and  otlicial  in  Catholic 
Societies,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  C.  M.  B.  A.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat. Mr.  Sheahan  was  married  Septem- 
ber 7,  1886,  and  has  two  children:  Edith, 
aged  five  years,  and  Bernard,  aged  two  years. 


[ OAH  H.  PECK,  one  of  the  prom- 
i inent  representative  farmer  citizens 
) of  Ridgeville  township,  is  a native 
of  New  York  State,  born  in  Oswego 
county,  August  17,  1833,  a son  of 
Harmon  and  Lydia  (Conkling)  Peck. 

Harmon  Peck  was  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Noah  and  Belinda 
(Roe)  Peck,  who  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  named  as  follows:  Hiram,  Ed- 
ward, Harmon,  Lewis,  James,  Albert,  La- 
vina  G.  T.  The  father  of  these  died  in 
New  York  State;  he  was  a farmer,  also  a 
shoemaker,  and  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Harmon  Peck,  who  followed  the 
same  vocations  as  his  father,  married  in 
New  York  State,  and  from  there  in  1833 
moved  to  Ohio,  via  water  to  Cleveland, 
and  thence  by  wagon  to  Lorain  county, 
where  he  bought  wild  prairie  land  in 
Pittsfield  township.  This  he  improved  and 


' 


LOR  A IX  COUNTY , OHIO. 


981 


later  sold,  purchasing  a farm  in  Ridgeville 
township,  whither  he  moved  in  1842;  he 
died  in  1870,  his  wife  in  1880.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  as  follows:  Noah 
II.,  James,  Harriet  ( now  Mrs.  George  Bur- 
rell), and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Noah  II.  Peck,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  an  infant  when  his  parents  brought 
him  to  Lorain  county,  and  he  received  his 
education  at  the  schools  of  Ridgeville 
township.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  have  been  his  life  work, 
and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  sixty  acres  of 
prime  land,  all  well  improved.  In  1860 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Vesta  Plain,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Plain,  and  children  as  fol- 
low’s have  been  born  to  them:  Edith  (now 
Mrs.  Joseph  Cutler,  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship), Ida,  Ella  (deceased),  Lydia  (wife  of 
Albert  Hoftizer),  Ernest  (in  Cleveland), 
Eddie  and  Lora,  at  home.  Mr.  Peck  is 
independent  in  his  political  sympathies, 
and  in  matters  of  religion  he  is  a member 
of  the  Disciple  Church. 


T V D.  JOY,  a prominent  progressive 
/ I agriculturist  of  Carlisle  township, 
engaged  also  in  housemoving,  is  a 
//  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
Aurora,  Portage  county,  March  22, 
1836,  a son  of  Nehemiah  ' and  Elizabeth 
(Frost)  Joy,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1811.  He  came  in 
1831  to  Parkman,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  married  in  1834  to  Elizabeth 
Frost,  a native  of  Vergennes,  Vt.,  who 
came  with  her  parents  to  Portage  county. 
In  1837  Nehemiah  Joy  came  with  his 
family  to  Lorain  county,  making  a settle- 
ment in  Carlisle  township,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  till  1871,  at  which  time  he 
moved  to  Lee  county,  Iowa,  where  he  died 
in  1883;  his  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the 
grave  in  Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county, 
in  1882.  They  reared  a family  of  three 
children,  viz.:  A.  I).;  Marcia  M.,  wife  of 


Rev.  William  King,  a minister  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  now  in  Michigan ; and 
Orlando  F.,  married,  and  residing  in  Car- 
lisle township. 

Noah  and  Marcia  (Williams)  Joy,  pa- 
ternal grandparents  of  our  subject,  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  whence  they  came 
to  Elyria,  Ohio,  in  1837.  He  was  a mill- 
wright by  trade,  and  in  1849  went  to  Wal- 
worth county,  Wis.,  where  his  wife  died 
the  following  year;  later  he  returned  to 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the 
rest  of  his  days.  Levi  and  Elizabeth 
(Slocum)  Frost,  maternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and 
in  about  1831  came  to  Portage  county, 
Ohio;  subsequently  they  moved  to  St. 
Charles,  111.,  where  they  both  died;  he  had 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

A.  D.  Joy,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
schools  of  Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county. 
For  a trade  he  learned  carpentry,  which  he 
worked  at  for  some  time;  for  about  seven 
years  he  was  railroading,  from  1852  to 
1858,  commencing  as  brakeman  on  the 
Cleveland  & Norwalk  Railroad;  then  went 
west,  and  was  employed  on  the  Illinois 
Central,  after  which  he  was  on  the  St.  Paul 
A Fond  du  Lac  Railway,  as  fireman,  and 
later  as  eno-ineer  on  the  Racine  A Missis- 

O 

sippi  Railway.  In  1858  he  returned  to 
Lorain  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  carpentry,  and  since  1863  has  done 
a considerable  amount  of  business  in  house- 
moving.  He  owns  a farm  of  fifty-one  and 
a half  acres,  all  in  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  has  accumulated  what  he  owns  by 
his  unaided  efforts,  sound  judgment  and 
judicious  economy. 

Mr.  Joy  has  been  thrice  married,  first 
time  in  1858  to  Miss  Groveline  C.  Thorpe, 
a native  of  Carlisle  township,  daughter  of 
Abel  M.  and  Emily  (Squires)  Thorpe, 
early  pioneers  of  that  township,  both  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  sons:  Elba,  married,  and  resid- 
ing in  Elyria;  William,  married,  and  liv- 
ing in  Llenver,  Colo.;  and  Frank,  married. 
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manager  of  the  Denver  (Colo.)  College. 
The  mother  of  these  departed  this  life  May 
4,  1805,  and  in  1874  Mr.  Joy  married 
Miss  Charlotte  Saylor,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, daughter  of  David  and  Margaret 
Saylor,  who  were  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
and  came  to  America,  settling  in  Carlisle 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they 
both  died.  The  children  by  this  marriage, 
six  in  number,  are  named  as  follows:  Ida, 
Charles,  Alice,  Edwin,  Edith  and  Amy. 
Mrs.  Charlotte  (Saylor)  Joy  died  April  14, 
1887,  and  on  September  25,  1887,  Mr. 
Joy  married,  for  his  present  wife,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Peinber.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


^,Jfj  ATHIAS  MYERS,  one  of  the 
y | leading  native-born  residents  of 
j ~ Ridgeville  township,  of  which  he 

J/  is  a trustee,  first  saw  the  1 ght  in  I 

1848. 

His  father,  Mathias  Myers,  was  a na- 
tive of  Coblentz,  Germany,  where  he  mar-  j 
ried  Miss  Mary  Dehn,  of  the  same  place, 
and  they  then  set  sail  from  Antwerp  for 
the  United  States.  After  a voyage  of 
seventy-two  days  they  landed  in  New 
York,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Ridgeville  town- 
ship in  1847,  the  place  being  at  that  time  j 
wild  woodlands.  Here  they  opened  up  a 
farm  of  six  acres,  clearing  and  improving 
it  until  it  became  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county.  They  had  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Mathias;  Philip,  a car- 
penter of  Elyria;  Peter,  married,  residing 
in  Ridgeville  township;  Emma,  wife  of 
M.  Pitts,  Jr.,  residing  in  Ridgeville  town- 
ship>;  Joseph,  married,  also  in  Ridgeville 
township;  Maggie,  wife  of  Joseph  Blazer,  j 
of  Dover,  Cuyahoga  county;  Adam,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  his  death  re- 
sulting from  the  kick  of  a horse;  Clara, 
deceased  when  three  or  four  years  old; 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  The  father 
was  called  from  earth  in  March,  1898;  the 
mother  is  yet  living. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  French  Creek,  and  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  commenced  working  by  the 
month,  since  when  he  has  continued  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  successfully  conduct- 
ing the  homestead  farm,  which  has  been 
added  to  till  now  it  comprises  fifty- three 
acres.  In  1874  he  married,  in  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  Miss  Mary  Berres,  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Mary  Berres,  who  about  the  year  1858 
immigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Ridge- 
ville township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  two  children — John 
Matthew  and  Amelia.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Myers  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Ridgeville,  of  which  he  is 
treasurer;  politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  is  now  serving,  in  a Republican  town- 
ship, his  second  term  as  trustee  of  same. 


E1  NORTON,  a representative  farmer 
of  Amherst  township,  is  a native  of 
I Connecticut,  born  in  1810  to  Sey- 
mour and  Anna  (Clark)  Norton. 
The  parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Nut- 
meg State,  and  in  1813  moved  to  Genesee 
county,  N.  Y..  where  the  father  followed 
farming,  and  died  at  the  advanced  arm  of 
ninety  years;  his  wife  passed  away  acred 
seventy-eight.  Seymour  Norton  wras 
drafted  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  father 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
received  his  education  at  the  schools  of 
the  vicinity.  In  1833  he  came  to  Lorain 
county,  and  made  his  home  for  a time  in 
Elyria.  For  some  years  he  lived  in  the 
South,  and  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  was 
foreman  of  a large  foundry  about  three 
years;  then,  in  1848,  started  one  in  Hunts- 
ville, Ala.  He  is  the  inventor  of  various 
kinds  of  cotton  machines.  He  also  traded 
in  coal,  having  shipped  the  first  coal  from 
East  Tennessee  to  Chattanooga  by  flat- 
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boats,  and  was  the  first  to  make  coke  in 
Tennessee.  From  the  South  lie  went  to 
New  York,  and  thence  in  18(50  came  again 
to  Lorain  county,  and  in  1863  took  up 
and  improved  the  farm  whereon  he  now 
resides,  in  Amherst  township,  a line  piece 
of  property  of  one  hundred  acres,  all  in  a 
good  state  of  cultivation. 

In  1856  Mr.  Norton  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Adaline  Matthews,  of  At- 
tica, N.  Y.,  and  to  this  union  four  children 
have  been  born,  as  follows:  Grove,  a real- 
estate  ao-ent,  who  is  a resident  of  Utah: 

<T 

Charles  E.,  in  the  real-estate  business  at 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.:  Elnora,  wife  of  George 
Snyder,  of  Lorain,  and  Seymour,  at 
home.  Mrs.  Norton  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Norton,  in  his  po- 
litical predilections,  is  a straight  Democrat. 


rJRED  WISE,  a leading  and  well- 
known  general  farmer  and  stock 
breeder,  of  Eaton  township,  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  in  the 
Duchy  of  Baden  in  1851,  son  of  Peter  and 
Louisa  (Miller)  Wise,  also  of  Baden. 

The  parents  of  subject  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  about  1854,  and  coming  to 
Ohio  made  their  home  in  Medina  county 
four  years;  then  moving  to  Grafton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  active  lives  in  farm  work, 
the  father  dying  in  1888,  the  mother  pass- 
ing away  in  Grafton  township  in  1882. 
The  record  of  their  family  of  children, 
nine  in  number,  is  in  part  as  follows: 
Recka  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Clinet,  of 
Grafton;  Louisa,  who  married  John  Kline, 
died  about  1873  in  Cuyahoga  county; 
Ilenrv  (married)  lives  in  Grafton  town- 
ship; Louis  (married)  is  a farmer  of  Graf- 
ton township;  Fred  is  the  subject  of  sketch ; 
Chris  (married)  resides  in  Illinois; 
Hannah  resides  in  Grafton;  Katie  is  the 
wife  of  William  Law,  of  Liverpool  town- 
ship, Medina  county;  Jacob  (unmarried) 
resides  at  Grafton. 


The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  two  and 
a half  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Ohio, 
and  received  his  education  at  the  schools 
1 of  Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  gain- 
ing as  well  a thorough  insight  into  the 
arduous  duties  of  farming,  which  he  has 
made  his  life  vocation.  In  1884  he  moved 
to  Eaton  township,  and  here  bought  of 
W.  II.  Rowe  the  farm  he  now  owns,  com- 
prising some  ninety-two  acres  of  valuable 
! land,  which  he  improved  and  subsequently 
' added  to  until  he  now’  owns  one  hundred 
I acres  of  prime  land,  all  in  a good  state 
of  cultivation.  He  is  proprietor  of  the 
full  registered  Belgian  stallion,  “Gen. 
Chanzy,”  imported  by  Douglas  & Howell. 

In  1873  Mr.  Wise  was  married  in  Graf- 
ton township,  Lorain  county,  to  Sarah 
Goodman,  a native  of  Grafton,  and  daugh- 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Euga)  Goodman, 
early  settlers  of  Grafton  township,  both 
now  deceased,  the  former  of  wdiom  wras 
born  in  Seneca  Falls,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y., 
| in  1818.  By  this  union  there  are  four 
j children:  Nellie,  Charles,  Burt  and  Ella. 
I Our  subject  takes  a lively  interest  in 
i politics,  invariably  voting  the  straight 
J Democratic  ticket;  socially  he  is  a mem- 

1 of  Leonard  Tent  No.  31,  Knbdits  of  the 
. . * © 

I Maccabees,  in  which  he  has  held  office. 


IfAMES  M.  JAYCOX,  a well-known 
y i fruit  grower  of  Avon  township,  is  a 
V,/  native  of  same,  born  in  1849,  son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Madison)  Jaycox. 

: both  of  whom  w'ere  born  in  New  York 
i State. 

George  Jaycox,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  in  his  native  State  up  to  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  and  in  1828  migrated 
west  with  his  parents,  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Jaycox,  who  were  also  natives  of  New 
York.  They  settled  in  an  early  day  in 
Avon  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
George  Jaycox  al  o took  up  a farm  in  the 
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woods  of  Avon  township,  where  he  be- 
came a prominent  citizen.  He  was  a life- 
long Republican,  an  active  member  of  the 
party,  and  held  various  township  offices. 
He  died  in  1873,  his  wife  surviving  him 
three  or  four  years.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  viz.:  Charles,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Jane,  wife 
of  J.  Bure,  of  Avon  township,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Eliza,  wife  of  O. 
Moore,  of  Avon  township,  who  also  served 
in  the  Civil  war;  James  M.;  Emily,  wife 
of  J.  Ivetcham,  residing  in  Lorain;  Alice, 
wife  of  H.  G.  Brown,  of  Lorain;  Anson, 
married,  who  makes  his  home  in  Dover 
township,  Cuyahoga  county;  Henry,  a resi- 
dent of  Lorain;  Minnie,  wife  of  J.  Brown, 
of  Lorain;  and  William,  living  in  Avon 
township. 

James  M.  Jaycox  was  brought  up  on 
the  home  farm  in  Avon  township,  in  the 
common  schools  of  which  place  he  received 
his  education,  and  later  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  Lorain.  lie  now  gives 
his  attention  to  the  culture,  as  well  as  the 
buying  and  selling,  of  grapes,  and  since 
embarking  in  this  business  has  handled  ! 
over  400,000  baskets  of  that  fruit.  Since 
1880  he  has  resided  on  his  present  farm 
in  Avon  township,  where  he  lias  eight 
acres  devoted  to  grapes,  and  he  also  raises 
other  fruit;  he  is  the  owner  of  forty-one 
acres  of  land  in  Avon  township.  In  1879 
Mr.  Jaycox  was  married,  in  Elyria,  to 
M iss  Ida  L.  Hilliard,  a native  of  Wiscon-  j 
sin,  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  Hilliard,  who 
was  a blacksmith,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Avon  township,  whence  he  subsequently  j 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  died.  To  i 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jaycox  have  been  born  three 
children,  namely : Ethel,  Lora  and  Frances. 
Politically  our  subject  is  a stanch  member  j 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  held  the 
position  of  postmaster  at  Avon  Lake  for  i 
seven  years.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  | 
Avon  Tent  No.  1,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  French  j 
Creek.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  ; 
the  Lorain  County  Grape-growers  Ship- 
ping Association,  which  organization  has  j 


a membership  of  125,  and  in  1893  shipped 
150  carloads  of  grapes  from  Avon  Station. 
Our  subject  and  wife  are  both  active 
workers  in  all  religious  movements;  Mrs. 
Jaycox  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  temper- 
ance cause,  and  is  president  of  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  of  Avon  Lake.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Jaycox  holds  the  offices  of  steward  and  trus- 
tee, and  he  has  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school  for  many  years. 


djOILN  E.  PLATO,  of  the  hardware 
! firm  of  J . Wesbecher  & Co.,  in  JSTorth 
1 Amherst,  was  born  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Hanover  November  11,  1848,  a 
son  of  John  and  Wilhelmina  (Bodmann) 
Plato,  also  natives  of  Hanover. 

The  family  came  to  America  in  1857, 
and  after  landing  proceeded  westward  to 
Ohio,  locating  first  at  Vermillion,  Erie 
county,  later  settling  permanently  in  IS  orth 
Amherst.  The  father  was  a professional 
musician,  in  his  native  land,  but  in  this 
country  he  conducted  a livery  business. 
He  died  December  5,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years;  his  widow,  now  in  her 
seventy-sixth  year,  is  living  with  her  son 
John  E.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth,  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  parochial  schools  of  New  York, 
his  attendance  there  covering  some  four 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  North 
Amherst  and  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness. Later  he  commenced  in  the  grocery 
and  dry-goods  business,  and  for  the  past 
ten  years  has  been  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Plato  Bros.,  in  that  line;  also  one  of  the 
firm  of  J.  Wesbecher  & Co.,  in  hardware, 
at  North  Amherst,  and  connected  with  the 
North  Amherst  Furniture  Co.  Of  all 
these  interests  Mr.  Plato  now  give's  his 
sole  attention  to  the  hardware  business. 
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Tlie  firm  carry  a full  and  complete  line  of 
shelf  and  heavy  woods.  lie  is  also  a stock- 
holder in  the  Savings  Deposit  Bank  of' 
North  Amherst. 

On  Xovember  29,  1877,  Mr.  Blato  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lena  Menz, 
who  was  born  at  North  Amherst,  Ohio, 
July  26,  1856,  a daughter  of  John  Peter 
and  Matilde  Menz,  natives  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  May  2, 
1853.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plato  have  been 
born  five  children,  namely:  Leonora, 

Agatha^ John,  Henry  and  Ruth.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Plato  are  stanch  members  of  the  | 
Catholic  Church,  and  influential  pillars 
thereof.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  and  is  active  in  municipal 
affairs. 

Mr.  Plato  has  for  years  been  one  of  the 
leadino-  business  men  of  North  Amherst, 

O > ... 

and  is  progressive  and  public-spirited. 


^ pGlOMAS  FOX,  an  enterprising  and 
wide-awake  farmer  of  Sheffield  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  County  Roscom- 
-fj  moil,  Ireland,  born  in  1833,  a son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Dowd)  Fox, 
farmers  in  that  county,  where  they  both 
died.  They  reared  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  came  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio— Thomas  and  John,  the  latter  of 
whom  arrived  in  about  1816,  settling  in 

O 

Sheffield  township,  where  he  cleared  a farm 
and  passed  the  rest  of  his  days. 

Thomas  Fox  came  from  his  native  Ire- 
land to  Lorain  county  in  1851,  and  worked 
by  the  month  for  some  time.  In  1858  he 
bought  thirty-five  acres  of  land  in  Shef- 
field township,  to  which  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  till  he  now  owns  sixty-six 
acres  of  highly  improved  land.  The  old 
log  cabin  in  which  he  and  his  wife  first 
lived  has  given  place  to  a comfortable  two- 
story  house,  18  x 28,  with  an  “ L ” 11  x 21, 
equipped  with  a good  barn  and  outhouses, 
and  all  modern  improvements. 

51 


lu  1858  Mr.  Fox  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Coughlin,  and  two  children — 
Anna  and  Katie — have  been  born  to  them. 
The  mother  was  called  from  earth  March 
11,  1889.  Politically  our  subject  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church. 


T'  J.  SQUIRES,  a representative  agri- 
culturist of  Carlisle  township,  is  a 
native  of  Lorain  county,  born  in 
1835  in  Elyria  township. 

lie  is  a son  of  Amasa  and  Jerusha 
(Carter)  Squires,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a native  of  New  York  State,  the  latter  of 
Vermont.  In  early  manhood  Amasa  Squires 
came  westward  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
during  pioneer  days,  and  here  followed 
farming  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dyiim 

O # A O 

at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Mrs. 
Squires  died  in  Lorain  county  when  aged 
fifty-five  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Jegertha,  de- 
ceased when  sixteen  years  old;  Grazelda, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  T.  J., 
subject  of  this  memoir;  Fitzgerald,  who 
was  shot  during  the  Civil  war;  Amasa, 
who  died  on  Johnson's  Island;  Marcella, 
married  to  Thomas  Sherwood;  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  an  active  politician,  and  was  an  ardent 
member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

T.  J.  Squires  wras  reared  on  the  home 
farm  to  the  manifold  duties  of  agricultural 
life,  in  the  meantime  receiving  an  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  the  district. 
When  twenty-three  years  old  he  went  to 
Nebraska,  thence  to  Colorado,  remaining 
in  the  West  eight  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  engaged  in  mining,  and  aho 
in  cattle  dealing  and  droving,  crossing  the 
plains  twelve  times  with  stock.  Mr.  Squires 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three,  with  Miss  Perscis  Farr,  a native  of 
Carlisle  township,  and  they  have  five  chib 
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clren,  namely:  Arthur,  Eubie,  Orlin.  Greta 
and  Ehvin.  Since  his  return  to  Lorain 
county  our  subject  lias  been  engaged  in 
general  agriculture,  and  is  now  owner  of  a 
well-improved  farm  of  103  acres.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  a stanch  member 
of  the  Democratic  party. 


JM(  RS.  PIIEBE  L.  FARR,  who  has 
Aeon  a resident  of  Lorain  county 
_\  for  the  past  three-quarters  of  a 
/ century,  and  has  been  an  eye- 

witness to  its  full  development, 
deserves  more  than  a passing  notice  in  the 
pages  of  this  volume. 

She  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born 
in  1812  in  the  town  of  Ovid,  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Eliza  (Glazier)  Halford,  who 
were  married  in  New  York  State.  In 
1817  the  family  set  out  with  a team  on  a 
journey  to  the  then  uFar  West,”  arriving 
in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  February,  1818, 
and  settling  in  what  is  now  Carlisle  town- 
ship, where  they  followed  agriculture.  The 
father  died  in  Carlisle  township  in  1859, 
the  mother  in  1S62,  in  her  eightieth  year. 
To  Henry  and  Eliza  Halford  were  born 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Reuben,  married, 
died  in  Lorain  county  in  1858;  Phebe  L. 
is  the  subject  proper  of  this  memoir; 
Henry  S.  was  married  in  Lorain  county, 
and  died  in  Michigan  in  1892;  Jeremiah, 
a widower,  resides  in  Eaton  township; 
Louisa  and  Laura  are  both  deceased; 
Humphrey  served  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion, and  died  from  the  effects  of  a 
wound;  Rebecca  is  deceased,  and  Lorenzo 
died  young.  Grandfather  Edwin  Halford 
was  a native  of  England,  whence  at  the 
aoe  of  sixteen  he  came  to  New7  York.  He 

O 

was  a soldier  in  both  the  Revolution  and 
the  French  and  Indian  war. 

Phebe  L.  Halford  was  about  six  years 
old  when  she  came  to  Lorain  county  with 
her  parents,  and  she  was  educated  at  the 


schools  ot  the  locality.  In  1832  she  was 
married,  in  Carlisle  township,  to  Lowell 
Farr,  son  of  Abel  and  Polly  (Smith)  Farr, 
all  natives  of  Vermont,  who  in  1817  came 
to  Lorain  county,  where  they  passed  from 
earth,  Mrs.  Farr’s  husband  in  1801.  Our 
subject  is  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  the  following  is  a brief  record: 
Eliza  is  the  widow  of  William  Pern  her,  of 
Eaton,  Lorain  county,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Odelpha  and  William;  Rosalie  is 
the  wife  of  Elias  Disbro,  of  Michigan,  and 
they  have  six  children:  Minerva,  Phebe, 
Emma,  Ellsworth,  Euba  and  John;  Han- 
nah is  the  widow  of  George  Seeley,  and 
has  four  children:  Esther,  Lemuel,  Eliza 
and  Frank;  Perscis  is  the  wife  of  T.  J. 
Squires,  of  Carlisle  township;  Lowell, 
married,  resides  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  and  has  three  children:  Cora, 
William  and  George;  Ephraim  is  married, 
lives  in  Michigan,  and  has  five  children: 
Eddie,  Emma,  Florence,  Lena  and  Hazel; 
Lauren  is  married  to  Hermina  Drusen- 
dohl,  and  they  have  four  children:  Edna, 
Earl,  Herschel  and  Ruby  (they  all  reside 
at  the  old  home);  Phebe  was  married  to 
Lafayette  Dumas,  and  died  in  1871; 
Laura  died  in  childhood:  Bird  is  married, 
has  two  children— Ethel  and  Phebe — and 
lives  in  Amherst  township,  Lorain  county. 


/pT  HESTER  A.  PRESTON,  a prosper- 

yous  farmer  of  Carlisle  township,  is  a 
) native  of  Ohio,  born  in  York  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  in  1840. 
Adolphus  Preston,  father  of  subject,  of 
Connecticut  birth,  married,  in  New  York 
State,  Miss  Charlotte  Shaw,  a native  ot 
same,  and  in  an  early  day  they  came  to 
Ohio.  For  a time  they  resided  in  Me- 
dina county,  in  18-47  moving  to  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  later  locating  in 
LaGrange  township  and  finally  in  Carlisle, 
where  they  died,  the  father  in  1878,  the 
mother  in  1874.  He  served  in  the  war  of 
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1S12  in  a battery  of  artillery.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  namely:  Eliza, 
who  married  Joshua  Wilbur,  and  died  in 
1850  in  Medina  county;  Emily,  who  died 
in  Medina  county  in  18-13;  Horace,  who 
died  in  1852  in  Grafton  township,  Lorain 
county;  and  Chester  A.,  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  and 
conveyed  to  Van  Dieman’s  land;  after  the 
war  he  was  released  and  sent  home,  and 
died  in  New  York  State. 

Chester  A.  Preston  received  a good 
practical  school  training  in  the  educational 
institutions  of  the  vicinity  of  his  boyhood 
home,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, which  have  been  his  life  work.  He 
now  owns  a good  farm  of  eighty-two  acres 
in  Carlisle  township.  In  1865  he  was 
married,  in  LaGrange  township,  to  Miss 
Mary  Goodman,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  a daughter  of  Georoe  and 
Betsy  (Leversee)  Goodman,  of  New  York, 
who  came  to  Ohio  in  1852,  settling  in 
Grafton  village,  Lorain  county,  where  the 
father  died  in  March,  1866,  the  mother 
some  years  before.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pres- 
ton have  been  born  three  children:  Mary, 
Bertie  and  Grace.  In  his  political  sym- 
pathies our  subject  is  a Republican.  Mrs. 
Preston  is  a member  of  the  Union  Church. 


GA.  REAMER,  general  merchant, 
and  one  of  the  most  energetic  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  North  Am- 
herst, is  a native  of  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  born  near  Norwalk  September  16, 
1859.  He  is  a son  of  Anthony  and  Mary 
(Eisenbeis)  Reamer,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Peru  township,  Huron  Co., 
Ohio.  He  was  a merchant,  in  Norwalk  for 
some  sixteen  years,  then  in  Monroeville, 
same  county,  eighteen  or  twenty  years, 
from  which  place  he  moved  to  Toledo, 
where  he  now  lives. 
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The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  in  Monroe- 
| ville,  after  which  he  lived  in  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
i for  two  years.  In  188-1  he  came  to  North 
j Amherst,  worked  six  months  at  the  dry- 
! goods  business,  and  then  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  Plato  Bros.,  in  mercan- 
tile business,  which  continued  three  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  commenced 
for  his  own  account  in  North  Amherst. 
In  1889  he  put  up  his  present  brick  build- 
ing,-and  in  1891  added  thirty-four  feet  to 
it.  the  dimensions  at  present  being  30x90 
feet,  two  stories  in  height,  while  his  stock 
in  trade  consists  of  dry  goods,  carpets,  cur- 
tains, wall-paper,  boots  and  shoes,  etc. 
Five  clerks  do  the  sellino-  for  this  large 
concern.  Mr.  Reamer,  himself,  speaks 
German  as  well  as  English. 

On  April  28,  1885,  C.  A.  Reamer  and 
Miss  Maggie  Weisenberger  were  united  in 
marriage,  and  the  following  named  four 
children  were  born  to  them:  Esther,  Leona, 
Norbert  and  Victor.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  independent,  and  he  is  a member  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  active  in  all 
public  affairs,  and  wields  much  influence 
in  the  community. 


^ EORGE  MTCKENS,  funeral  director 
and  furniture  dealer,  Lorain,  and 
president  of  the  Funeral  Directors 
Association  of  Ohio,  was  born  July 
19,  1852,  in  the  south  of  England. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  commenced 
working  in  a furniture  store,  learning  the 
trade  of  cabinet  maker  and  joiner,  and 
fully  completing  his  apprenticeship  when 
about  nineteen  years  old.  At  that  time 
(1871)  he  came  to  America,  and  for  a time 
sojourned  in  St.  Catherines,  Ontario,  Can- 
ada, whence  in  1873  he  came  to  Lorain, 
Ohio,  making  here  a permanent  settle- 
ment. He  first  engaged  in  carpenter  work 
— contracting  and  building — which  he  car- 
ried on  till  1883,  in  which  year  he  em- 
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barked  in  his  present  undertaking  and  fur- 
niture business  in  Bowens  Hall.  He  then, 
in  order  to  further  qualify  himself  for  the 
profession  of  funeral  director,  attended 
lectures  at  the  Embalming  College,  Cleve- 
land,  Ohio,  and  at  Clark’s  School  of  Em- 
balming, from  which  he  graduated  in 
August,  1S88.  lie  had  also  become,  in 
1886,  a member  of  the  Funeral  Directors 
Association  of  Ohio,  and  at  the  meeting 

. O 

of  June  2,  1892,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  was 
elected  its  president.  In  1891  he  erected 
on  Broadway,  Lorain,  a brick  building, 
86x11-1,  three  stories  high  with  basement, 
two  floors  of  which  are  occupied  with  his 
business,  the  upper  floor,  which  is  a hall, 
being  rented  by  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

In  1875  Mr.  Wickens  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Celia  E.  Chapman, 
and  they  had  one  child,  George  B.  This 
wife  dying  in  1876,  our  subject  married, 
in  England,  in  1877,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Colly,  and  three  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  viz.:  William  A., 
Elizabeth  M.  and  Edward  M.  In  politics 
Mr.  Wickens  is  a Republican,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  and  local 
preacher  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  the  Sun- 
day-school of  which  he  has  been  superin- 
tendent for  many  years.  He  has  visited 
his  native  land  many  times,  on  one  occa- 
sion remaining  there  four  years.  Mr. 
Wickens  is  a representative  self-made  man, 
one  who  from  absolutely  nothing  has,  by 
intelligence,  energy,  business  acumen  arid 
unquestionable  probity,  worked  his  way 
from  the  bottom  rung  of  the  ladder  to 
prosperity  and  comparative  affluence.  He 
is  now  a leader  in  both  branches  of  his 
business,  in  northern  Ohio,  and  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  en- 
tire State.  “In  all  local  matters,  he  is 
always  to  be  found  on  the  right  side,  aiming 
constantly  to  build  up  and  improve  the  in- 
terests of  his  fellows  and  the  city  in  which 
he  lives.  In  addition  to  his  many  duties  in 
connection  with  several  Fraternal  organiza- 
tions, he  is  faithful  in  thedischarge  of  there- 
sponsibilities  which  come  to  him  as  a di- 


rector in  the  Lorain  Savings  and  Banking 
Co.,  and  also  of  the  Citizens  Home  and 
Loan  Association  of  Lorain.  In  all  things 
Mr.  Wickens  has  endeavored  to  exemplify 
all  that  is  contained  in  one  sentence,  namely : 
An  industrious  Christian  gentleman.” 


[j  ENRY  BICKEL,  a prominent,  well- 
to-do  agriculturist  of  Black  River 

p 

township,  was  born  on  his  present 
farm  March  27.  1844. 

He  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (Wetzel)  Bickel,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many to  Ohio  at  an  early  day  where  the 
father  worked  for  a time  on  the  Maumee 
Canal  and  at  other  employment.  They  then 
settled  on  a farm  in  Black  River  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  they  passed  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  When  they  came  here  Indians 
and  wild  animals  roamed  the  forest,  and 
the  country  was  a comparative  wilderness. 
The  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years  and  eleven  months;  the  mother  is  yet 
living,  now  aged  seventy-one  years.  Of 
their  children  our  subject  is  the  only  sur- 


vivor. 

Henry  Bickel  received  his  education  in 
the  public  and  district  schools,  and  when  a 
youth,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
was  drafted  into  the  army,  but  had  not 
proceeded  toward  the  seat  of  hostilities 
farther  than  Cleveland,  when  he  secured  a 
substitute,  and  returned  home.  On  March 
22.  1866,  he  married  Miss  Sophia  C.  Hilde- 
brand, who  was  born  in  Black  River  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  March  16,  1846,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza  (Appe- 
mann)  Hildebrand,  natives  of  Germany. 
Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bickel,  viz.:  Frances  E.  (wife  of 

George  Horn,  car  inspector  for  the  C.  L. 
& W.  R.  R.  Co.),  Emma  E.,  Charley  F., 
George  M.,  Reuben  E.  and  Arthur  II. 
Mr.  Bickel  in  his  political  predilections  is 
a Democrat,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
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Evangelical  Church.  lie  has  been  town- 
ship trustee  for  three  years,  and  school  di- 
rector, twenty-two.  His  line  farm  of  123 
acres  gives  evidence  of  the  care,  thrift  and 
sound  judgment  of  the  owner,  who  justly 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his 
neighbors. 

o 


CITRUS  L.  WHITTLESEY, of  Brown- 
Y helm  township,  is  a native  of  same, 
))  having  been  born  on  his  present 
farm  August  8,  1831.  He  is  a son 
of  Solomon  and  Sarah  (Sherman)  Whit- 
tlesey, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Stockbridge,  Mass.,  April  30,  1786,  the  lat- 
ter in  Hew  Haven,  Conn.,  March  23,  1796. 

Solomon  Whittlesey,  father  of  subject, 
was  twice  married,  first  time  in  1811  to 
Miss  O.  Kirby,  who  was  born  in  1784. 
They  came  to  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  settled  on  the  farm  on 
which  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  By  this  marriage  there  were  four 
children,  viz.:  Mary,  born  February  6, 
1812,  now  the  widow  of  Rev.  L.  I).  Butts, 
and  residing  in  Erie,  Penn.;  Edmund, 
born  June  17,  1814,  married  and  residing 
in  Winnebago  county,  111. ; Eliphalet,  born 
April  7,  1816,  married  and  residing  in 
Calhoun  county,  Iowa;  and  Calista,  born 
May  29,  1819,  deceased  wife  of  H.  Wood- 
ruff. The  mother  of  this  family  died  in 
1823,  and  in  1824  Mr.  Whittlesey  married 
Miss  Sarah  Sherman.  Solomon  Whittlesey 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  re- 
ceived bounty  land.  In  an  early  day  he 
worked  in  an  ashery  in  Lorain  county,  and 
he  was  a noted  hunter.  In  politics  he  was 
originally  an  Abolitionist,  but  in  his  later 
years  he  voted  the  straight  Republican 
ticket.  Among  other  public  offices  he  held 
the  position  of  township  trustee.  He  died 
February  22,  1871;  his  widow  was  called 
from  earth  in  1873.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  as  follows:  David,  born 
September  15,  1S23,  died  at  the  age  of 


nineteen:  Solomon,  born  February  27, 
1827,  died  aged  fifteen  years;  Parmelia, 
born  May  24,  1829,  wife  of  Henry  Stod- 
dard, lives  at  Olmsted  Falls,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio;  Cyrus  L.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Sarah,  born  March  11,  1833.  was 
married  to  Irvin  French,  of  Winnebago,  111., 
and  died  in  May,  1890;  John  M.,  born  April 
If),  1837,  died  in  March,  1838;  and  James 
Monroe,  born  November  10,  1840,  died 
March  5,  1842. 

Cyrus  L.  Whittlesey  enlisted  in  1861  in 
the  Union  army,  three  months’  service,  and 
when  the  call  was  made  for  three  years’ 
men  he  enlisted  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
Company  Iv,  Twenty-third  O.  V.  I.  His 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  our  subject  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Carnifex  Ferry,  the  second 
fought  in  West  Virginia;  was  at  the  cap- 
ture of  Morgan;  Second  Bull  Hun;  South 
Mountain;  Antietam;  on  scouting  service 
in  West  Virginia,  thence  to  Stanton,  Va., 
after  which  they  took  prisoners  to  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  He  was  shot  through  the  hand 
while  in  pursuit  and  capture  of  Morgan. 
He  was  discharged  at  Columbus,  July  6, 
1864,  and  returned  home. 

In  1869  Mr.  Whittlesey  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain 
county,  with  Miss  Lucy  Bacon,  a native  of 
that  township,  and  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Ruth  ( Davis)  Bacon,  the  father  a na- 
tive of  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  the  mother  of 
Connecticut;  he  was  a manufacturer  in  the 
East,  and  coming  to  Lorain  countv.  Ohio. 

o . 

in  1828,  followed  farming  until  his  death 
in  1865;  his  widow  followed  him  to  the 
grave  in  1875.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  viz.:  Jane  H.,  wife  of  Ed- 
mund West,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio;  George, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Henry, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  three;  Samuel,  who 
died  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  when  forty 
years  old;  Eliza,  residing  in  Oberlin, 
Ohio;  Benjamin,  who  during  the  Civil 
war  enlisted  in  the  one  hundred  days’  serv- 
ice, and  now  lives  in  Anderson  county, 
Ivans.;  Henry  Clay,  who  in  1862  enlisted 
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in  Brownhelm  township.  Lorain  county,  in 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
O.  Y . I.,  and  was  in  the  army  of  the  West 
with  Sherman  (he  now  lives  in  Wood 
county,  Ohio);  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth 
is  Lucy,  wife  of  our  subject;  Charles  B., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six,  and  Ruth 
A.,  whose  home  is  now  in  Oberlin,  Ohio. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whittlesey  have  one  child 
living,  Llayes  B.,  at  home. 

In  his  political  preferences  our  subject 
is  a Prohibitionist.  lie  is  a member,  and 
has  been  commander,  of  Rice  Post,  No. 
148  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  as- 
sociated with  the  Congregational  Church. 
They  have  a fine  farm  of  112  acres  con- 
fined to  general  agriculture.  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey  is  a crack  rifle  shot,  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county,  and  takes  great  delight 
in  hunting. 


B.  MARTIN  DALE,  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Martindale  & 
Leonard,  dealers  in  general  mer- 
chandise, hardware,  tinware,  to- 
bacco, etc.,  F rencli  Creek,  where  they 
commenced  business  in  1890,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Avon  township  since  1873. 
He  was  born  in  1849  in  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
son  of  Harrison  L.  and  Ann  E.  (Brown) 
Martindale,  also  natives  of  that  corrnty, 
where  the  father  still  resides;  the  mother 
died  in  1859.  Grandmother  Laura  M. 
(Babbett)  Reynolds,  who  is  a daughter  of 
David  Babbett,  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
who  came  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  came  to  Mentor,  Lake 
county,  where  she  yet  resides  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-five. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Lake  county,  where  lie  received  his  early 
education,  and  then  engaged  in  farming 
and  tree-grafting  until  1873,  when,  as  above 
related,  he  came  to  Avon  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  now  owns  a snug  little 
farm  of  eleven  acres  in  a good  state  of  cul- 


tivation. In  1879  Mr.  Martindale  was 

married,  in  Avon  township,  to  Miss  Carrie 

L.,  daughter  of  David  L.  Sawyer,  an  early 
• • * m m ' 
pioneer  of  the  township,  and  to  their  union 

have  been  born  two  children:  Laura  E. 

and  Mary  Eleanor,  who  died  when  twenty- 
three  months  old.  In  politics  our  subject 
is  a Republican,  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  which  position  he 
has  held  for  seven  years.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  King  Solomon  Lodge  No.  5G, 
Elyria;  and  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  Tent  18, 
French  Creek,  in  which  he  is  past  com- 
mander. 


DL.  SAWYER,  a well-known  pioneer 
farmer  of  Avon  township,  where  he 
has  resided  since  September,  1838, 
was  born,  in  1821,  in  Schoharie 
county,  New  York. 

John  and  Rhoda  (Lynes)  Sawyer,  parents 
of  this  gentleman,  were  also  natives  of  New 
York  State,  where  they  were  married,  and 
whence,  in  1838,  they  removed  to  Lorain 
county.  Ohio,  settling  near  French  Creek 
in  Avon  township,  where  they  made  a per- 
manent home.  The  father,  who  was  a 
blacksmith,  died  in  1868,  the  mother  in 
1872.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children, 
a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  D,  L. 
is  the  subject  of  these  lines;  James  died  in 
Avon  township  in  1848;  Polly  became  the 
wife  of  Riley  Barrows,  of  Avon  township, 
where  she  died;  Philip  died  in  Elyria, 
Lorain  county;  Henry,  who  was  a sailor, 
was  drowned  in  the  St.  Clair  river;  Am- 
brose, married,  resides  in  Lorain;  Betsy 
Ann  died  unmarried;  Sturgia  died  in  Avon 
township;  Adeline  lives  in  Avon  township; 
Phebe  died  in  Michigan.  Grandfather 
Lynes  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and 
was  with  Gen.  St.  Clair  at  the  time  of  his 
defeat. 

D.  L.  Sawyer  received  his  literarv  train- 
ing in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 

O 

State,  and  was  reared  in  New  York  up  to 
his  eighteenth.  year,  when  he  came  with  his 
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parents  from  Oneida  county  to  Avon  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  he  has  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  farming.  lie  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  thirty  years,  since  when  he  has  given 
his  exclusive  attention  to  agriculture.  He 
owns  a good  fruit  farm  of  twenty-seven 
acres,  besides  another  tract,  his  lands  com- 
prising iii  all  seventy-two  acres.  On  Oc- 
tober 19,  1313,  Mr.  Sawyer  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Avon  township,  with  Miss 
Eliza  Lyon,  a native  of  New  York  State, 
daughter  of  Elexander  and  Alice  Lyon, 
who  came  from  NewY  ork  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  in  1830,  beino-  among  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  LaGrange  township.  The  i 
father  subsequently  removed  to  Nauvoo, 
ill..  and  thence  to  Ogden,  Utah,  where  he  j 
now  resides.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sawyer  have 
been  born  live  children,  namely:  David, 
married,  who  resides  in  Avon  township;  j 
Carrie  L.  and  Emma  (twins),  the  former  j 
of  whom  is  the  wife  of  11.  B.  Martindale, 
of  Avon  township,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Rev.  F.  N.  Phelps,  a Baptist  minister  of 
Tiro, C rawfordCo.,Ohio;  Delia;  and  James,  j 
married,  a resident  of  Ridge ville  township. 
In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Sawyer  is 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
township  trustee;  he  cast  his  first  ballot  for 
James  G.  Birney,  and  later  voted  for  John  j 
C.  Fremont.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
King  Solomon  Lodge  No.  56,  Elyria.  In 
religious  connection  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  French 
Creek. 


CHARLES  H.  GLENN,  a well-known 
contractor  and  builder,  of  Oberlin, 

1 was  born  December  20,  1857,  at 
Delphos,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio,  a son  of 
George  M.  and  Augusta  L.  AY.  (King) 

o t ~ / 

Glenn,  the  former  a native  of  AUrginia,  the 
latter  of  Prussia. 

He  received  his  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  Oberlin,  then  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  1884  he  em- 


barked in  the  contracting  business  with 
the  firm  known  as  Glenn  & Copeland,  in 
which  lie  has  since  continued,  and  lie  has 
done  contracting  in  various  places,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  Colorado  Springs, 
his  work,  however,  lying  chiefly  in  Ober- 
lin, where  he  resides.  He  makes  a spe- 
cialty of  dwelling  houses,  and  conducts 
quite  ail  extensive  business,  giving  em- 
ployment to  from  five  to  thirty  men. 

Mr.  Glenn  was  united  in  marriage  De- 
cember 20,  1881,  with  Aliss  Elbe  Ar.  Tuck, 
who  was  born  in  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  and 
reared  in  Oberlin,  a daughter  of  John  C. 
and  Eliza  (Dyer)  Tuck.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  three  children,  namely: 
Lncretia,  AYilhelmina,  Frankie  D.  and 
Charles  A.,  of  whom  Frankie  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  months.  Our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics;  he  is  now  serving  a second  terra 
as  member  of  the  city  council.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Glenn  are  both  members  of  the  First 
Conoreo-ational  Church  at  Oberlin. 

O O 


( RTEMAS  BEEBE,  proprietor  of 
i\  book-store  and  dealer  in  books, 
stationery  and  mouldings,  Elyria, 
is  a native  of  that  city,  born  May 


26,  1869,  Et  grandson  of  Artemas 
Beebe,  who  came  of  an  old  New  England 
family,  and  son  of  Artemas  and  Nancy 
(Fisher)  Beebe. 

Artemas  Beebe,  second  son  of  the  late 
Artemas  Beebe,  who  came  here  from  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1817  with  the  late  Hernan 
Ely,  and  assisted  in  making  an  opening  in 
the  wilderness  where  Elyria  now  stands, 
died  at  his  farm  residence  on  Cleveland 
street,  August  27,  1891.  Deceased  was 
born  in  Elyria,  October  10,  1825.  and 
spent  ail  of  his  nearly  sixty-three  years  in 
Elyria.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
until  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age. 
when  he  entered  the  dry-goods  store  ot 
the  late  Seymour  M.  Baldwin,  where  he 


■ 
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was  employed  as  clerk  for  a few  years,  and 
then  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  On 
November  25,  1S47,  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  L.  Fisher,  of  Grafton,  and  soon 
after  moved  to  his  farm  near  the  city, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  lie 
spent  his  remaining  life.  On  the  death  of 
his  father  in  18 SO,  he  became  the  owner  of 
the  “Beebe  House,”  which  he  leased  until 
1SS6,  when  he  took  possession  as  manager 
and  remained  two  years,  then  returning  to 
his  farm,  which  comprised  200  acres,  and 
wras  located  entirely  inside  the  corporation 
of  Elyria.  The  children  born  to  him  were 
"William  A:,  Mary,  Frank  and  Artemas. 
Flis  widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

The  origin  of  Mr.  Beebe’s  illness  dated 
from  the  winter  of  1890,  when  he  suffered 
from  a severe  attack  of  La  Grippe,  from 
which  he  recovered  in  a few  weeks;  but  in 
January,  1891,  he  had  a recurrence  of  the 
same  disease,  his  heart  becoming  affected, 
resulting  in  dropsy,  which  terminated  his 
life. 

In  all  his  duties  of  husband,  father  and 
neighbor,  he  occupied  a high  place  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens;  and  while 
his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  will  more  deeply 
feel  their  bereavement,  the  Church  and 
more  especially  the  Sunday-schools  of  Lo- 
rain county,  in  which  for  many  years  he 
has  taken  an  active  interest,  will  miss  his 
presence  and  counsel.  Mr.  Beebe  was  a 
member  and  a regular  attendant  of  the 
Congregational  Sunday-school  of  Elyria 
for  sixty  years.  For  ten  years  he  was  its 
assistant  superintendent.  He  has  also  for 
many  years  been  the  Chairman  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  the  Lorain  County 
Sunday-school  Union,  and  the  success  of 
its  annual  meeting  has  been  owincr  more 
to  his  constant  and  efficient  labor  than  to 
any  other  cause.  Mr.  Beebe  was  an  active 
and  honored  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Elyria  for  thirty-three 
years.  In  his  official  duties;  in  his  inter- 
course with  his  fellow-members;  in  the 


largeness  of  his  Christian  charity  and  fel- 
lowship, as  well  as  in  his  daily  social  and 
business  life,  he  aimed  to  be  true  to  his 
high  calling  of  God. 

Artemas  Beebe,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1890.  In  April, 
1891,  he  opened  out  his  present  business, 
and  has  met  with  well-merited  success. 
On  December  1G,  1891,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Minnie  Mapes,  also  a 
native  of  Elyria,  and  who  had  been  a 
schoolmate  of  Mr.  Beebe’s.  In  political 
preferences  our  subject  is  a Republican, 
and  in  church  connection  he  is  a Congre- 
gationalist. 


native, 

His 


[j  G.  REDINGTON,  a prominent 
and  widely  esteemed  attorney  at 
law  of  North  Amherst,  is  one  of 
the  rising  young  barristers  of 
Lorain  county,  of  which  he  is  a 
born  July  10,  1858. 
father,  R.  N.  Redington,  a native 
of  Massachusetts,  came  to  Amherst  town- 
ship in  1819,  being  at  the  time  three  years 
old.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  He 
married  Miss  M.  E.  Tyler,  who  was  born 
in  1823  of  Connecticut  people,  and  she  is 
yet  living;  she  is, as  was  also  her  husband, 
a member  of  the  Disciple  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch 
received  his  elementary  education  at  the 
district  schools,  afterward  attending  Ober- 
lin  College,  where  he  completed  the  junior 
year;  thence  went  to  Cornell  (N.  1 .)  L ni- 
versity,  one  term,  after  which  he  com- 
menced to  read  law  wTith  Hon.  J.  F. 
Burket,  now  on  the  supreme  court  bench. 
On  June  4,  1884,  he  was  admitted  to  the 


bar,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  in  North 
Amherst,  Lorain  county,  wdiere  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  has  successfully  carried 
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through  cases  versus  railroads,  involving 
a considerable  amount  of  litigation,  and 
succeeded  in  securing  the  compromise  be- 
tween .North  Amherst  and  the  Lake  Shore 
A:  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company, 
the  nature  of  which  was  as  follows:  The  ; 
question  involved  was  whether  the  railway 
company  could  raise  the  grade  of  its  rail-  « 
way  thromdi  the  village  and  over  the 
streets  and  narrow  the  streets  at  the  inter- 
sections, without  consent  of  the  village  or 
the  payment  of  damages  to  abutting  own- 
ers. The  question  was  decided  in  favor 
of  the  village,  that  the  railway  company 
could  not. 

In  1885  Mr.  Redington  was  elected 
mayor  of  North  Amherst,  serving  till 
1893,  in  all  four  continuous  terms.  He  is 
president  of  the  Savings  Deposit  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  chief  organizers; 
is  president  of  the  North  Amherst  Shear 
Company,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the 
North  Amherst  Furniture  Company,  of 
which  he  is  a stockholder.  Politically  he 
is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  a pro- 
nounced Cleveland  man  on  the  Tariff  ques- 
tion. Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  P.,  the  K.  O.  T.  M„  and  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  was  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master. 

In  1884  Mr.  Redington  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lulu  C.  Moore, 
daughter  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Moore,  of  North 
Amherst,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Ilarry  M.,  Blanche  G.  and 
Horace  Raymond. 


[ ICIIAEL  EPPLEY,  one  of  the 
thrifty  and  prosperous  agricul- 
turists of  Elyria  township,  is  a 
native  of  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
born  December  7,  1821,  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Catherine  (Keller)  Eppley,  also 
natives  of  the  Fatherland. 

In  April,  1832,  the  family  set  sail  from 
Holland  for  the  New  World,  and  after  a 


voyage  of  fifty -live  days  landed  at  Phila- 
delphia. From  there  they  proceeded  west- 
ward to  Ohio,  locating  at  Zanesville,  INI  us- 
kingum  county,  where  the  parents  passed 
from  earth,  the  father  at  the  ace  of  eighty- 
six,  the  mother  when  seventy-six  years  old. 
They  had  eleven  children — nine  sons  and 
two  daughters — and  seven  of  the  sons  are 
now  living,  all  near  Zanesville,  Ohio,  ex- 
cept our  subject,  while  the  two  daughters 
reside  in  Michigan. 

Michael  Eppley  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he  received,  his 
education,  and  worked  hard  to  make  a 
little  money  which  he  saved  in  his  boy- 
hood. At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  com- 
menced carpentry,  a trade  lie  followed  for 
twenty-one  years;  also  farming,  in  con- 
*nection  doing  a considerable  amount  in 
contracting  and  building.  He  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  constructing 
dams  and  docks  in  the  Muskincrum  river. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosina  Harseh 
(daughter  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  John  Ilarsch). 
a native  of  Wittenberg,  Germany,  coming 
with  her  parents  to  America  when  six 
years  old.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to 
this  union — five  sons  and  eight  daughters 
— namely:  William,  who  went  west  and 
died  (he  was  married  to  Mary  Mauer;  left 
two  children) ; Mary,  wife  of  Mose  Beal, 
also  died  at  an  early  age  (left  seven  chil- 
dren); Katherine,  wife  of  Samuel  Beal,  has 
eight  children;  Caroline,  wife  of  Jacob 
Schaible,  has  two  children;  Jacob,  mar- 
ried to  Kate  Martin,  has  four  children; 
Rosa,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Solomon,  married  to  Nellie  Bender,  and 
has  one  child;  Christens,  wife  of  Henry 
Martin,  has  four  children;  Abram,  mar- 
ried Mary  Martin,  has  four  children; 
Matilda,  wife  of  Ernest  Drunagle,  has  one 
child;  Mose.  married  to  Mary  Spiegelberg, 
and  has  one  child;  Lydia,  wife  of  William 
Spiegelberg,  and  Cora,  residing  at  home. 

Shortly  after  marriage ' Mr.  Eppley 
purchased  a farm  in  York  township. 
Morgan  county,  containing  240  acres  of 
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land,  which  he  improved  and  then  sold 
just  before  coming  to  Elyria.  lie  came 
to  Lorain  county  in  1874,  and  bought  his 
present  farm,  containing  one  hundred 
acres  (in  Elyria  township),  bordering 
on  the  town  of  Elyria  (on  Murry 
Ridge,  southwest  of  town),  paying  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  cash  per  acre 
for  same.  After  two  years  the  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  tifty-one  years,  which 
was  a sore  loss  to  the  whole  family,  and 
here  he  has  since  "remained  as  a widower 
(his  daughter  Cora  keeping  house  for  him). 

Mr.  Eppley  always  was,  and  is  to  this 
day,  for  his  age,  an  active  man  as  well  as 
ambitious;  honest  in  all  his  dealings.  In 
religion  he  is  an  earnest,  steadfast  follower 

A ^ 

of  Christ,  and  has  been  from  early  life, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 
II is  greatest  aim  is  to  reach  his  heavenly 
home. 


LFREI)  E.  HALE,  farmer  and 
cheese  manufacturer  of  Carlisle 
township,  is  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  born  March  23,  1802,  on 
Henrietta  Hill.  He  is  a son  of 
George  and  Anna  M.  (Smith)  Hale,  the 
former  of  whom  was  among  the  pioneers 
of  Carlisle  township,  having  settled  there 
when  his  son,  Alfred  E.,  was  but  ten  days 
old. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  father's 
farm,  received  his  literary  training  in  the 
common  schools  of  Carlisle  township  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then  studied  for 
one  term  at  the  Elyria  high  school.  For 
the  next  two  years  he  was  employed  in 
the  Hart  Cheese  Factory,  at  that  time 
operated  by  William  A.  Braman,  and  then 
worked  in  Sullivan  and  Ashland  counties, 
Ohio.  When  nineteen  years  old  he  pur- 
chased, in  partnership  with  a brother,  the 
farm  on  which  his  brother  resides,  and  on 
which  they  have  since  made  many  im- 


provements, and  there  Mr.  Hale  carries  on 
a prosperous  cheese-making  business,  keep- 
ing twenty  cows.  He  manufactures  a full 
cream  cheese,  and  receives  New  York- 
State  prices  for  all  his  dairy  products,  for 
which  there  is  a constant  demand. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hale  was  united  in  mar- 
. ri age  with  Miss  Buda  Bell  Peabody,  and 
they  have  two  children,  namely:  Gilbert 
N.  and  Cassie  B.  Our  subject  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  political  questions.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  thorough-going, 
progressive  business  men  of  Carlisle  town- 
ship, where  he  has  established  himself  in 
a profitable  line  of  trade. 


CHARLES  II.  WARBURTON,  mas- 
ter mechanic  for  the  Cleveland, 
' Lorain  & Wheeling  Railroad,  at 
Lorain,  was  born  September  17. 
1846,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  father, 
Thomas  War  burton,  a native  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  married  Martha  Rum  m acre,  who 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  five  children — four  sons 
and  one  daughter — of  whom  Charles  II.  is 
the  eldest.  The  mother  died  in  1878,  the 
father  is  now  residing  at  Birmingham, 
Ohio. 

Charles  II.  Warburton  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  city,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  same.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  engaged  with  the 
Lake  Shore  A Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road Company  to  learn  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist, and  served  some  five  and  a half 
years.  For  some  time  after  he  worked  as 
contractor  in  the  Wilson  Sewing  Machine 
Shops  at  Cleveland,  but  again  returned  to 
the  railroad  business.  In  1873  he  came 
to  Lorain  county,  engaged  with  the  Cleve- 
land, Lorain  & Wheeling  Railroad  as  gang 
boss,  and  afterward  as  general  foreman,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  1882,  after 
which  time  he  held  the  position  of  master 
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mechanic,  being  superintendent  of  334 
men.  In  July,  1893,  he  resigned  his  posi- 
tion on  the  railroad  to  embark  in  his  pres- 
ent business  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  part- 
nership with  E.  C.  Angell,  the  style  of  the 
firm  beincr  “ Viaduct  Machine  and  Tool 

O 

Co.” 

On  November  13,  1873,  Mr.  Warbur- 
ton  was  married,  at  Cleveland,  to  Miss  May 

J.  Angell,  and  to  their  union  have  been 
born  six  children:  Charles,  Lewis,  Henry, 
Katie,  Cora  and  Frank.  Politically  our 
subject  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  in  whose  welfare  he  takes 
an  active  interest;  he  has  served  in  various 
positions  of  trust,  has  been  a member  of 
the  city  council,  and  for  live  years  was 
president  of  the  City  Water  Works.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Woodland  Lodge 
No.  226,  K.  of  P.,  and  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.; 
he  is  also  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 

K.  T.,  and  of  the  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. 


d'OHN  RILEY,  Jr.,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent representative  young  men  of 
Amherst  township,  is  a native-born 
Ohioan,  having  first  seen  the  light  of 
day  in  Erie  county  in  1856. 

He  is  a son  of  John  and  Brido-et 
(Welch)  Riley,  the  father  born  in  Ireland. 
Coming  to  America  in  1844  he  made  his 
home  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  a number  of 
years.  About  1868  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Lorain  county,  and  he  now  re- 
sides in  Elyria  township.  He  has  been  a 
lifelong  farmer,  and  in  politics  a stanch 
Democrat.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
Jbhn  and  Bridget  Riley,  all  yet  living. 

John  Riley,  Jr.,  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Elyria  and  Berlin 
Heights.  For  some  years  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  now  owns  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Am- 
herst township.  In  1882  he  commenced 
contracting  for  the  Toledo  & Cleveland 


Railroad,  northern  and  southern  division, 
and  later  has  been  employed  in  getting 
out  ship  timber. 

Mr.  Riley  has  been  twice  married:  first 
time  in  1880  to  Miss  Jennie  Davis,  who 
died  in  1883,  and  he  subsequently,  in  1889, 
married  Miss  Carrie  Armert.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  is  a 
strong,  useful  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Since  September,  1893,  he  has 
been  the  efficient  and  courteous  postmas- 
ter at  North  Amherst. 


ENRY  HITCHCOCK,  prominent 
in  the  farming  community  of  Co- 
lumbia township,  of  which  he  is  a 
native,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Amelia  (Osborne)  Hitchcock. 

Samuel  Hitchcock  was  born,  in  1786,  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  whence  in  1810  he 
came  to  Columbia  township,  Lorain  coun- 
ty, traveling  the  entire  distance  with  a 
team,  the  journey  occuping  some  six 
weeks.  Here  he  opened  up  three  farms, 
and  became  a prosperous  agriculturist.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  a Whig,  later  a 
Republican.  His  wife,  Amelia  (Osborne), 
was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and  died  in 
April,  1892,  a daughter  of  Asel  and  Mary 
(Hoadley)  Osborne,  who  came  to  Colum- 
bia township,  Lorain  county,  from  Con- 
necticut in  1810.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
Hitchcock  were  born  seven  children,  of 
whom  the  following  is  a brief  record: 
Alma,  who  married  James  R.  Ruple,  died 
in  Olmsted  township,  Cuyahoga -county, 
in  June,  1892;  Julia,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Cyrus  Ruple,  died  in  about  1882;  Mi- 
nerva, the  wife  of  James  Warnoek,  died  in 
1893;  Marietta,  widow  of  Winslow  Shaw, 
resides  in  Michigan;  Amanda,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Abner  Houston,  died  in  Ridge- 
v i lie  township  at  the  age  of  twenty-five; 
Amelia,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Doane,  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1890;  and  Henry  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 
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Henry  Hitchcock,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  was  born  in  1830,  and  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  his  schooling 
being  obtained  in  the  primitive  log  cabin 
of  the  period,  in  Columbia  Center.  He 
has  always  followed  farming,  and  has  met 
with  well-merited  success,  being  now  the 
owner  of  108  acres  of  excellent  land  in  one 
tract,  and  also  a twenty-four-acre  farm 
elsewhere,  while  Mrs.  Hitchcock  owns  a 
good  farm  of  thirty-two  acres;  he  is  also 
guardian  for  thirty-two  acres.  In  1807 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  with 
Emeline  Peachey,  a native  of  that  township, 
and  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Philemela 
(Smith)  Peachey,  of  Massachusetts  birth, 
early  settlers  of  Columbia  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  they  died.  To  this 
union  two  children  were  born,  viz.:  Aman- 
da, wife  of  William  Martin,  residing  on 
the  home  farm;  and  Charley,  living  at 
home.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr. 
Hitchcock  is  a Republican;  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  At.  E.  Church. 


YJ)  OBERT  X.  GOODWIN,  one  of 
tfv)  the  best  known  and  most  popular 
||  citizens  of  Lorain  county,  is  a na- 
•fj  tive  of  Ohio,  born  in  Granger, 
Medina  county,  May  13,  1828. 

Nathaniel  A.  Goodwin,  father  of  our 
subject,  a native  of  Connecticut,  whence 
he  first  moved  to  Genesee  county,  X.  Y., 
and  then  to  Ohio,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Granger  township,  Medina 
'county,  traveling  the  entire  distance  from 
Genesee  county  with  an  ox-sled,  it  beiim 
the  winter  season;  at  that  time  there  was 
only  one  other  family  in  the  township,  and 
his  sister  Deborah  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Granger  township.  He  married 
Miss  Levinia  II.  Lowe,  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  A.  ork,  who  bore  him  ten 
children,  of  whom  the  following  is  a brief 
record:  Charles  A.,  who  died  at  the  ao-e  of 


seventy-four  in  Medina  county,  was  for 
some  time  a resident  of  Michigan;  Alvira, 
who  married  Earl  Salsberre,  died  May  3, 
1893,  aged  seventy-nine  years;  Mary  L. 
is  the  widow  of  William  Hopkins,  of 
Sharon  township,  Medina  county,  and  is 
now  seventy-eight  years  old;  Seth,  who 
lived  in  Sharon  township,  Medina  county, 
died  of  paralysis  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years;  Deborah  died  in  1871  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three  years.;  Levinia  is  the  widow  of 
Foster-  Young,  of  La  Porte,  Iowa,  and  is 
nearly  seventy-one  years  old;  Hiram,. now 
sixty-seven  years  old,  resides  in  Medina, 
Ohio,  arid  is  clerk  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas;  Robert  X.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  William  G.,  now  sixty-three  years 
old,  is  a farmer  in  Iowa,  and  resides  near 
La  Porte,  that  State;  Marshall  AC.,  born 
in  1836,  now  a farmer,  lives  in  Granger, 
Medina  county,  Ohio.  The  father  died  of 
cancer  January  21,  1843,  aged  fifty-five 
years,  the  mother  February  5,  1867,  aged 
seventy-six  years. 

The  subject  under  present  consideration 
attended  school  in  his  boyhood  winters,  at 
the  nearest  log  schoolhouse  (in  which  the 
seats  were  made  of  slabs,  with  wooden  pins 
for  legs),  which  was  a mile  away  from  his 
home,  his  summers  being  passed  in  work- 
ing on  the  farm.  He  also  learned  the  trade 
of  cooper,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years  both  in  his  native  town  and  five 
years  in  Lorain  county,  whither  he  came 
in  1861.  lie  then  clerked  in  a grocery 
store  in  the  town  of  AVellington,  at  the 
same  time  attending  to  some  insurance 
business,  which  was  the  nucleus  to  his 
present  extensive  connection  in  that  line. 
Mr.  Goodwin  has  served  in  various  public 
capacities  with  characteristic  ability  and 
fidelity,  and  among  the  positions  he  has 
held  may  be  mentioned:  secretary  of  an 
agricultural  society,  twelve  years:  justice 
of  the  peace,  two  terms;  city  clerk  (AVell- 
ington), fourteen  years;  township  and  cor- 
poration assessor,  nineteen  consecutive 
years  (he  is  elected  each  year  as  assessor, 
and  every  two  years  as  city  clerk).  Politi- 
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cally  he  is  a straight  Republican.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Rebellion  five  men  were 
drafted  on  his  street,  he  being  one  of  them, 
and  he  reported  himself  at  Elyria,  but 
they  were  not  ready  to  receive  him,  and  he 
finally  sent  a substitute,  lie  had  made 
preparations,  however,  to  fill  a position  as 
clerk  in  the  commissary  office,  but  was 
taken  ill  with  fever,  and  reluctantly  had  to 
remain  at  home.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  grandfather, 
Seth  Goodwin,  served  'throughout  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  a portion  of  that  of 
1812,  being  a lieutenant  at  the  time  of  the 
burning  of  Buffalo  by  the  British.  His 
father  served  throughout  the  war  of  1812 
as  a lieutenant,  and  saw  an  Indian  killed 
by  an  officer  of  the  army,  for  touching  a ! 
torch  to  a buildincr,  setting  it  on  tire. 
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In  1850  Mr,  Goodwin  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  M.  Harris,  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  born  in  Gene- 
see county,  June  2,  1830.  No  children  | 
have  been  born  to  them.  He  and  his  ! 
wife,  Louisa  M.  Goodwin,  have  resided  in 
Wellington,  Ohio,  since  1861,  when  there 
were  only  215  buildings  that  were  used  in 
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any  part  for  dwellings;  at  this  time  (1891) 
there  are  many  elegant  d well i no-  houses, 
besides  the  many  beautiful  churches, 
schoolhouses,  business  buildings  and  as  tine 
a town  hall  as  is  not  often  seen  in  cities.  As 
he  has  tine  property  in  Wellington,  he  ex- 
pects to  remain  there  during  his  natural  life. 


ILLARD  HART,  than  whom 
there  is  no  better  or  more  favor- 
ably known  resident  of  Penfield 
township,  is  a native  of  same, 
born  October  12,  1S10,  son  of  Hawley 
Hart. 

Hawley  Hart  w7as  born  February  10, 
1807,  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  son  of 
Samuel,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  father  of  our  subject  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  during  his 


early  manhood  was  engaged  in  peddling 
clocks  for  Lewis  Hart,  throughout  the 
Western  Reserve,  in  1831  coming  through 
Penfield  township,  Lorain  county.  On 
January  12,  1810,  he  married  Miss  Lucy 
Hart,  who  was  born  September  17,  1821, 
in  the  town  of  Winchester,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Persus 
(Swift)  Hart,  who  came  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  settling,  in  June,  1838,  in  Penfield 
township,  where  the  marriage  took  place, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Justice 
Samuel  Knapp.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Hart  always  followed  farming,  and  made 
his  home  in  Penfield  township;  he  first 
took  up  a farm  in  Lot  No.  15,  which  con- 
tained but  a few  rude  improvements,  and 
resided  for  two  years  on  that  place,  where 
two  children  were  born  to  him,  namely: 
Willard,  our  subject,  and  Chester,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  From 
this  farm  he  removed  to  Lot  37,  and 
there  remained  for  eight  years,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Lot  No.  17, 
living  there  for  some  time.  Then,  in 
later  years,  he  moved  to  a place  two  miles 
south  of  the  center  of  Penfield  township, 
where  he  died  August  5, 1881,  of  apoplexy, 
and  was  buried  in  Center  cemetery.  He 
was,  in  politics,  a Jacksonian  Democrat, 
and  attended  the  elections  reo-ularly.  He 
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was  a successful  farmer.  Since  his  decease 
his  widow  has  made  her  home  with  her 
son  'Willard.  She  has  been  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  since  1869. 

Willard  Hart  attended  during  his  boy- 
hood the  common  schools  of  the  district, 
and  received  his  first  knowledo-e  of  aori- 

o O 

cultural  work  under  the  direction  of  his 
father.  On  January  15.  1861,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  E. 
Sooy,  a native  of  Spencer,  Medina  Co., 
Ohio,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  one 
child,  Carrie  L.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
W.  B.  Lindsley,  a farmer  of  Penfield  town- 
ship, and  has  two  children,  Marion  A.  and 
Dot  II.  Our  subject  has  always  followed 
farming,  and  after  Ids  marriage  took  up 
his  residence  with  his  parents  on  the  home 
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place,  where  he  lias  ever  since  contin- 
uously made  his  home,  and  he  now  owns 
the  excellent  farm  he  resides  on,  besides 
two  hundred  acres  which  he  rents.  In 
addition  to  farming  he  has  also  conducted 
an  extensive  dairying  business,  an  industry 
in  which  he  has  met  with  well-deserved 
success,  and  which  has  proved  exceedingly 
profitable.  He  has  constantly  on  his  farm 
about  thirty-five  milch  cows,  and  it  is  due 
chiefly  to  his  efforts  that  Lorain  is  one  of 
the  principal  dairy  counties  in  the  State. 
He  was  the  first  to  introduce  Holstein 
cattle  into  the  county.  Mr.  Hart  is  a life- 
long Democrat,  takea  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs,  has  served  as  township 
trustee,  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of 
township  treasurer.  He  is  a warm  friend 
of  the  public-school  system,  and  has  served 
as  director  of  his  special  school  district, 
where  he  labored  hard  for  the  schools 
they  now  have,  in  the  advancement  of 
which  he  takes  o-reat  interest.  Both  he  ■ 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  j 
Church,  in  which,  since  his  union  there-  j 
with  in  1SG9,  he  has  been  a leading  j 
factor,  holding  numerous  offices  in  the  j 
Church,  and  being  also  prominently  iden-  j 
tified  with  the  Sunday-school.  He  is 
highly  thought  of  in  his  community. 


EX  BY  BRADFORD,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  affluent  of  the 
many  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Lorain  county,  and  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  finest  and  best-equipped 
farms  in  Rochester  township,  is  a native 
of  the  county,  born  August  14,  1849,  in 
Columbia  township. 

Hiram  X.  Bradford,  his  father,  was  born 
May  31,  1821,  in  Olmsted  Falls,  Cuya- 
hoga Co.,  Ohio,  a son  of  Hosea  and  Han- 
nah (Eastman)  Bradford,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, who  moved  to  Canada,  and  from 
there  to  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of 


ten  children,  seven  of  whom — five  sons  and 
two  daughters — grew  to  naturity,  their 
names  being  Philo,  Lester,  Eastman,  Hiram 
X.,  Myron,  Cynthia  and  Laura. 

Hiram  X.  Bradford  received  a common- 
school  education,  and  being  a natural  me- 
chanic,  in  early  youth  turned  his  attention 
in  that  direction,  learning  the  trade  of 
stonemason.  His  first  work  in  this  line 
was  laying  the  walls  for  wells,  which  was 
considered  ordinary  labor;  but  his  ability 
.soon  asserting  itself,  he  was  given  more  dif- 
ficult work,  such  as  laving  cellar  walls,  in 
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which  in  course  of  time  he  became  very 
proficient,  and  he  was  widely  known  as  a 
skilled  mechanic.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage  (at  which  time 
he  was  a comparatively  poor  man),  after 
which  he  and  his  young  wife  made  their 
home  in  Columbia  township,  Lorain  coun- 
ty, for  a short  time;  then  lived  with  his 
wife’s  parents,  who  were  getting  advanced 
in  years,  and  here  Mr.  Bradford  died 
March  20,  1856,  his  remains  being  inter- 
red in  Columbia  township.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  originally  a 
Whig,  at  the  time  of  his  death  a Repub- 
lican, which  party  had  just  been  organized. 

On  July  20,  i842,  Hiram  X.  Bradford 
and  Eunice  Eddy  were  united  in  marriage. 
She  first  saw  the  light  February  22,  1822, 
in  Columbia  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Sher- 
dine)  Eddy,  born  February  1,  1783,  in 
Xew  Jersey,  and  April  1,  1785,  in  "Wash- 
ington county,  Penn.,  respectively.  Mrs. 
Eddy’s  father  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 
David  Eddy  came  to  Ohio  before  his  mar- 
riage, and  beincr  in  Cuyahoga  county  dur- 
ing  the  war  of  1812,  assisted  in  building 
blockhouses  there.  He  died  in  Columbia 
township,  Lorain  county.  At  Hiram  X. 
Bradford’s  death  he  left  three  children, 
viz.:  Sylvia,  now  Mrs.  Herbert  Mills,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Viola,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  and  Henry,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Mrs.  Bradford  kept  the  chil- 
dren together  on  the  farm  left  by  her  hus- 
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band,  and  February  1. 1 S60,  married  Samuel 
Hanley,  a farmer  of  Lorain  county.  Fora 
short  time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanley  made  their 
home  in  New  London  township,  Huron 
county;  then,  April  15,  i860,  removed  to 
the  farm  in  Rochester  township  her  son 
Henry  now  owns  and  lives  on.  Mrs.  Han- 
ley is  a member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  her  declining  years  is 
honored  and  respected  by  all. 

Henry  Bradford,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  on  a farm,  receiv- 
ing his  elementary  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  home, 
later  attending  select  school.  When  a 

O 

young  man  he  made  a trip  to  Michigan, 
and  in  the  “ pineries  ” there  worked  for 
some  time;  returning,  he  labored  in  the 
lime  quarries  of  northwestern  Ohio.  On 
October  16,  1872,  having  once  more  come 
to  his  native  county,  Mr.  Bradford  manned 
Miss  Ella  A.  Storrow,  born  April  12, 1853, 
in  Brighton  township,  same  county,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sophia  (Baird) 
Storrow,  and  the  young  couple  then  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  Brighton  town- 
ship. From  there  at  the  end  of  a year 
they  removed  to  Rochester  township, 
where  Mr.  Bradford  bought  the  home- 
stead  of  his  stepfather.  The  children 
born  to  our  subject  and  wife  are  Alton 
L.,  Lansing  A.  and  Carrie  Y.  — all 
living. 

cl’  ^ 

Mr.  Bradford  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being  a systematic  and  thoroughly  practi- 
cal fanner  and  stockman,  as  well  as  an  ex-  ] 
tensive  wool  grower.  In  1876  he  became  I 
identified  with  the  Poland-China  Hog  | 
Breeding  Association,  from  which  time  j 
he  has  vastly  improved  his  own  stock,  be-  ; 
sides  increasing  its  number;  and  he  can  i 
boast  of  not  only  having  some  of  the  tinest  1 
animals  on  his  farm,  but  also  of  having  1 
been  the  means  of  improving  the  breed  j 
of  swine  all  over  northern  Ohio.  In  1889 
he  built  at  a cost  of  about  three  thousand 
dollars,  one  of  the  handsomest  farm  resi- 
dences in  Rochester  township,  furnished 
throughout  in  hardwood,  and  in  elegance 


and  comfort  surpassing  anything  of  the 
kind  in  his  part  of  the  county.  In  his 
political  preferences  Mr.  Bradford  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  is  now  serving  his 
township  as  trustee. 


GF.  HOPKTHS,  a worthy  member  of 
one  of  the  early  families  of  Brown- 
_j  helm  township,  is  a native  of 
Oneida  county,  X.  Y.,  born  Decem- 
ber 5.  1838,  a son  of  Fred.  M.  and  Phila 
M.  (Barnes)  Hopkins. 

The  family  came  west  to  Ohio  in  1849, 
settling  in  the  ridge  in  Brownhelm  town- 
i ship,  Lorain  county,  where  the  father  had 
bought  a partly-improved  farm,  clearing 
the  remainder  himself.  He  was  a pro- 
nounced Abolitionist,  and  took  part  in  the 
J agitating  movements  of  that  period.  He 
, died  in  September,  1866,  his  wife  in  May, 

! 1867.  Two  children  were  born  to  them: 
j C.  F.,  and  George  M.,  who  is  chief  engineer 
on  a lake  steamer,  having  his  home  in  Bay 
City,  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  his 
education  in  partin  Oneida  county,  X.  Y., 
and  in  part  in  Brownhelm  township,  Lo- 
rain Co.,  Ohio.  In  his  youth  he  assisted 
in  improving  the  home  farm,  and  has  fol- 
lowed fruit  farming  and  o-ardenincr.  In  the 
spring  of  1863  lie  bought  his  present 
property,  then  consisting  of  thirty-four 
acres,  which  he  has  since  increased  to 
eighty  acres,  and  which  he  has  planted 
with  apples,  cherries,  peaches,  all  varieties 
of  berries,  etc.  In  1863  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sophronia  Vincent,  a daugh- 
ter of  Levi  and  Polly  ( Austin)  Vincent, 
natives  of  Canada,  and  early  pioneers  of 
Henrietta  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 
The  father  died  in  1886  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five,  the  mother  surviving 
him  three  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mis.  C.  F. 
Hopkins  have  been  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: Edna  C.  (wife  of  Charles  L.  West, 
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of  Oberlin),  Frederick  M.,  Thyrza  II., 
Gertrude  S.,  Eleanor  V.  (wife  of  E.  S. 
Cook,  of  Bowling  Green,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio), 
Marcia  J.  and  Ada  G.,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mr.  Hop- 
kins is  a Republican,  and  is  a member  of 
the  F.  & A.  M.,  Stonington  Lodge  Xo. 
503,  North  Amherst,  also  of  Marshall 
Chapter  Xo.  47,  Elyria,  Ohio. 


B)EXJAMIN  REDFERX,  retired 
harness  manufacturer  and  farmer, 

y is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 

South  Amherst.  He  is  a native  of 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  born  March  31, 
1827,  a son  of  Robert  and  Ellen  (Mc- 
Clarnen)  Redfern,  both  also  natives  of  the 
Land  of  Erin. 

The  father,  who  was  a weaver  by  trade, 
in  1830  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Canada,  locating  near  Toronto,  Ontario, 
where  they  resided  till  1852,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Olmsted  Falls,  Ohio,  whence 
after  about  two  years  they  came  to  Hen- 
rietta township,  Lorain  county,  making 
their  new  home  on  a farm.  In  1868  they 
moved  to  Amherst  township,  same  county, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1883,  the  father 
in  1886.  They  had  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  is  a brief 
record:  Benjamin  is  the  subject  of  this 

sketch;  Barbara  R.  is  the  widow  of  Alfred 
Chandler,  and  lives  in  Elyria;  Margaret  S. 
is  the  wife  of  David  B.  Wrhdit,  of  Olmsted 
Falls,  Ohio;  Robert  is  married,  and  resides 
in  Columbia  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio; 
James  II.  is  married,  and  has  his  home 
in  Elyria  (he  enlisted  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  in  1862,  in  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Third  O.  Y.  I., 
for  three  years,  and  served  to  the  close  of 
the  war);  Mary  was  the  wife  of  Jefferson 
Ormsby,  who  was  killed  bv  lightning  in 
1871  (she  died  in  1892):  Elizabeth  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Anson  Cooper,  of  Strawberry 
Point,  Iowa;  Ellen  died  in  Canada  in  1851. 
Benjamin  Redfern,  whose  name  opens 


this  sketch,  received  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Canada,  learned 
the  trade  of  harness  maker,  and  worked  at 
same  there  until  1849,  when  he  came  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and,  locating  first  in 
Elyria,  remained  in  that  town  till  1852, 
in  the  spring  of  which  year  he  moved  to 
North  Amherst,  whence  in  1856  he  came 
to  South  Amherst.  He  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Lorain  county  till  1863,  and  then  com- 
menced agricultural  pursuits,  having  pur- 
chased a farm.  In  1865  he  bought  out  the 
store  of  Henry  Jackson,  in  South  Am- 
herst, and  conducted  a general  mercantile 
and  harness  business  till  1867,  when  he 
abandoned  that  line  and  resumed  farming 
till  1887,  retiring  in  that  year.  Mr.  Red- 
fern owns  twenty-two  and  one-half  acres 
of  land  in  South  Amherst,  besides  a good 
farm  of  ninety  acres  in  that  town,  although 
he  has  sold  several  lots  off  this  property. 

On  January  17,  1852,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  Ilv- 
land,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha 
(West)  Hyland,  all  natives  of  Sussex,  Eng- 
land. who  in  1841  immigrated  to  Canada, 
locating  at  Port  Stanley,  Ontario,  whence 
in  1848  they  came  to  Elyria,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  settlincr  on  a farm  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship.  The  father  died  in  September,  1849; 
the  mother  is  yet  living  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship, now  aged  eighty  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
Ellen,  wife  of  Benjamin  Redfern;  Henry, 
married  in  Lorain  county,  and  moved  to 
Ionia.  Mich.,  where  he  died  in  February, 
1893;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Stall,  of  Car- 
lisle township,  Lorain  county;  D.  W.,  who 
was  married  in  Michigan,  and  now  resides 
in  Elyria,  Lorain  county  (he  enlisted,  in 
1862,  in  Company  F.  One  Hundred  and 
Third  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years,  and  served 
to  close  of  the  war);  and  Sarah  A.,  wife  of 
J.  Jonas,  of  Carlisle  township,  Lorain 
county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Red- 
fern have  been  born  two  children:  Eva, 

wife  of  G.  W.  Hazel,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
and  Ella  May,  wife  of  William  E.  Par- 
sons, of  An^herst  township. 
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Mr.  Redfern  in.  his  political  sympathies 
is  a Republican,  and  has  served  his  town- 
ship as  trustee  four  terms;  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Plato  Lodge  No.  203, 1.  0.  O.  F. 
He  has  been  a Notary  Public  for  some 
seven  years.  Although  practically  retired, 
he  still  carries  on  a snug  business  in  gen- 
eral insurance,  representing  among  other 
companies  the  “Phoenix”  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  In  Church  connection  he  and  his 
wife  are  Baptists.  In  their  lifetime  in  Lo- 
rain they  have  been  eyewitnesses  to  many 
nineteenth-century  changes,  some  of  them 
marvels  of  science,  for  at  the  time  of  their 
settlement  here,  less  than  half  a century 
ago,  there  was  no  railroad  west  of  Elyria. 
Mr.  Redfern  has  always  been  active  in 
public  matters,  and  has  taken  a genuine 
interest  in  everythin^  tendino-  to  the  ad- 
vanccment  and  prosperity  of  his  county. 


AURICE  GOSS.  Among  the  many 
progressive  and  skilled  agricultur- 
ists  of  Brighton  township,  this 
gentleman  holds  a prominent 
place.  He  is  of  the  seventh  gen- 
eration of  a family  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1631,  same  time  that  Gov.  Win- 
throp's  party  came  from  England. 

Mr.  Goss  is  a son  of  David,  a son  of 
Philip,  who  was  born  July  13,  1755,  and 
married  Esther  Yale,  who  bore  him  nine 
children,  of  whom  three  sons — Clark, 
David  and  Philip — came  to  Ohio.  Philip 
Goss,  grandfather  of  subject,  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Washing- 
ton, and  at  White  Plains  was  commissioned 
major;  he  died  June  23,  1840.  David, 
one  of  his  three  sons  who  came  to  Ohio, 
was  educated  at  the  subscription  schools  of 
the  period  in  his  native  town  ^Boston, 
Mass.),  where  he  afterward  worked  as  a 
drayman.  In  1832  he  married  Aurelia, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Porter,  of  Dummers- 
town,  Vt.,  soon  after  which  event  the 
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young  couple  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Cuyahoga  county.  He  was  then  compara- 
tively poor,  for  he  had  lost  all  his  prop- 
erty by  signing  for  others.  In  later  years 
he  moved  to  Brighton  township,  where  he 
and  his  wife  passed  the  rest  of  their  pio- 
neer days,  dying  August  C,  1871.  and  Oc- 
tober 17,  1874,  respectively;  their  remains 
were  interred  in  Brighton  cemetery.  In 
Cuyahoga  county  were  born  to  them  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Maria,  deceased  at  the  age 
of  thirty-four  years;  Maurice,  subject  of 
this  memoir;  Edmund  G.,  deceased  Jan- 
uary 20,  1855;  Otis  F.,  a fanner  of 
Brighton  township;  Julia  S.,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Field,  of  Carbondale,  111.;  Ellen  A.,  Airs. 
J.  J.  Lawrence,  of  St.  Mary’s,  Ohio.  Po- 
litically Air.  Goss  was  a Free-soiler  and 
Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Ilis  chief  vocation  was  that  of  farming,  and 
in  connection  therewith  he  also  conducted 
a saw  and  grist  mill  in  Brighton  township. 
Though  unfortunate  in  business  in  early 
life,  yet  he  succeeded  by  incessant  toil  in 
accumulating  a comfortable  competence. 

Alanrice  Goss,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  born  November  20,  1835,  in 
Aliddleburgh  township,  Cuyahoga  Co., 
Ohio,  at  the  common  schools  of  which  lo- 
cality he  received  a meager  education.  He 
was  early  in  life  inducted  into  the  mys- 
teries of  farm  labor,  and  a considerable 
portion  of  his  time  was  passed  in  his 
father’s  gristmill,  the  buhrstones  for 
which  were  found  along  Charlemont  creek 
in  "Wellington  township.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  nine- 
teen years  old,  when  he  commenced  life 
for  his  own  account.  His  first  business 
transaction  was  the  sale  of  a calfskin  his 
father  had  given  him,  with  the  proceeds 
of  which  he  bo  ught  two  sheep,  which  in- 
creased in  value,  and  gradually  adding 
others  he  soon  found  himself  the  possessor 
of  a tine  flock,  lie  then  rented  land,  and 
before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  he  had 
bought  fifty  acres  on  credit,  which,  being 
industrious  and  indefatigable,  he  soon  was 
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enabled  to  pay  for.  This  tract  ot'  fifty 
acres  he  disposed  of  at  a profit  some  time 
after  his  marriage,  and  he  then  bought 
seventy  acres  on  which  lie  built  a house 
and  barn,  and  where  he  remained  until 
1868,  at  which  time  he  removed  into 
Pittsfield  township.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
he  returned  to  Brighton  township,  and 
from  his  uncle,  Philip  Goss,  he  purchased 
his  present  farm,  which  has  been  added  to 
until  it  now  contains  195  acres  of  excel- 
lent farming  land,  since  much  improved, 
new  buildings  havincr  been  erected,  and 
the  old  ones  enlarged  and  remodeled. 
Some  years  ago  Mr.  Goss  erected  a cheese 
factory  on  his  farm,  which  he  successfully 
operated  for  some  years,  when  he  disposed 
of  it  to  Richmond  & Tracy,  who  retained 
his  services  as  superintendent  for  one  year. 
After  various  changes  this  factory  again 
fell  into  Mr.  Goss’  hands,  and  later  was 
sold  to  Lanndon,  W indecker  & Co.,  of 
Wellington,  Ohio.  In  1871  he  erected  a 
warehouse  at  Rochester,  Ohio,  a one- half 
interest  in  which  he  sold,  and  the  style  of 
the  firm  is  now  M.  Goss  ifc  Co.  In  1886 
pur  subject  moved  to  Rochester,  where  he 
made  his  home  till  1893,  in  which  year  he 
returned  to  Brighton  township,  where  he 
now  resides,  retaining  his  interests  at 
Rochester. 

On  December  8,  1856,  M.  Goss  and 
Josephine  M.  Judd  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. She  was  born  in  January,  1834,  in 
Brighton,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Erasmus 
Judd,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to 
them:  Nettie,  who  was  married  to  F.  Twin- 
ing, and  died  in  Henrietta  township,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Maud;  Herbert  S.,  a farmer 
of  Spink  county,  S.  D. ; May,  residing  at 
home;  and  Lindsey  E.,  who  died  young. 
The  mother  of  these  died  November  5, 
18S3,  and  was  buried  in  Brighton  town- 
ship. In  1885  Mr.  Goss  married  Mrs. 
Ezilda  Bridgman,  a widow,  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  she  died  in  1891,  her  re- 
mains being  taken  to  Atchison,  Ivans., 
where  they  were  laid  to  rest.  Mr.  Goss  in 
his  early  political  preferences  was  a straight 


Republican,  and  as  such  served  with  credit 
as  a justice  of  the  peace;  of  late  years  he 
has  been  a zealous  Prohibitionist.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon.  A typi- 
cal self-made  man,  he  is  a leader  and  ad- 
viser in  the  community,  being  possessed 
of  good  judgment  and  sound  common  sense. 


H(  LBERT  IL.  SMITH,  manager  and 
f|\  city  editor  of  the  Elyria  Republican , 
ji  l\  was  born  in  Chepstow  (originally  a 
//  Norman  stronghold  and  fortifica- 
tion), Monmouthshire,  England, 
June  11,  1848,  a son  of  George  Frederick 
and  Elizabeth  (Chidgey)  Smith,  the  former 
of  whom  was  descended  from  Norman- 
Welsh  ancestry,  the  latter  of  Saxon  or 
English  stock.  George  F.  Smith,  who  was 
a custom-house  officer,  died  when  the  sub- 
ject  of  these  lines  was  a lad  of  some  nine 
summers. 

A.  II.  Smith  after  leaving  school  en- 
tered  the  office  of  the  West  Somerset  Free 
Press , a well-known  weekly  paper  pub- 
lished at  Williton,  Somersetshire,  England, 
and  here  he  learned  the  ' profession  of 
printer  and  journalist,  subsequently  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  paper.  In  June,  1870, 
he  emigrated  to  America,  and,  locating  in 
Corry,  Erie  Co..  Penn.,  took  chaio-e  of  a 
daily  paper  there  till  the  fall  of  1S7‘2, 
when  he  moved  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  manager  of  the 
Standard  of  the  Cross,  the  Episcopal 
organ  for  the  diocese  of  Ohio.  With  this 
paper  he  was  connected  till  1875,  a period 
of  about  three  years,  during  which  time 
it  was  removed  to  Cleveland.  Mr.  Smith 
then  came  to  Elyria  and  bought  a half 
interest  in  the  Republican , which  he,  how- 
ever, sold,  remaining  with  the  paper  a." 
city  editor.  Again  becoming  a stock- 
holder, in  September,  1891,  a joint-stock 
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company  was  organized,  and  our  subject 
lias  since  continued  in  the  dual  capacity  of 
general  manager  and  city  editor. 

In  1871  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Amanda  H.  Fuller.  In  church  connec- 
tion he  is  an  Episcopalian,  in  politics  a 
Republican,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
F.  & A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F. 


THOMAS  LINE.  Ranking  among 
the  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  Columbia  township  is  this 
gentleman,  who  is  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  having  been  born,  in  1823, 
in  West  Iladdon,  Northamptonshire. 

He  is  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Facer)  Line,  who  in  1848  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  sailing  from  Liverpool, 
and  arriving  at  New  York  after  a voyage 
of  five  weeks.  From  there  they  proceeded 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  j 
cleared  a farm  out  of  the  dense  forests  and 
became  a prosperous  agriculturist;  lie  was 
a builder  by  trade,  but  in  this  country  fol- 
lowed farming  exclusively  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  September  11, 
1872,  when  he  was  eighty-two  years  old, 
his  wife  passing  away  February  27,  1887, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Charles,  who  died  in  Ridgeville  township 
in  1892;  Thomas;  John,  a resident  of 
Columbia  township;  and  Sarah,  wife  of 
George  Robinson,  postmaster  at  North 
Ridgeville,  Lorain  county. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  at 
the  schools  of  his  native  parish  in  Eng- 
land, and  learned  the  trade  of  mason.  He 
was  married  in  that  country  February  8, 
1848,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Gare,  and  the  same 
year  they  emigrated  with  the  rest  of  his 
family  to  the  United  States.  By  this 
union  there  were  four  children,  viz.:  Sarah 
J.,  wife  of  John  Cole,  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship; Fred  William,  residing  at  Millbury, 


Wood  Co.,  Ohio;  John  T.,  married,  who  is 
in  the  hardware  business  at  Matta  Bend, 
Mo  . ; and  Lue,  wife  of  Ernest  Mitchell,  of 
Ridgeville  township.  The  mother  of  these 
died  May  1,  1882,  aged  fifty-six  years,  four 
months,  and  September  1,  1884,  Mr.  Line 
married,  in  New  York,  Miss  Martha 
Watts,  also  a native  of  England.  Our 
subject  worked  at  his  trade  in  Lorain 
county,  in  the  South,  and  in  various  other 
places,  till  settling  down  to  farming  pur- 
suits. He  now  owns  a well-cultivated 
place  of  eighty-one  acres  in  Columbia 
township  where  lie  lives,  and  seventy-four, 
in  Eaton  township.  Fie  has  erected  on  his 
farm  a good  brick  residence.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  was  postmaster  at 
North  Eaton  some  years.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  England. 
The  male  members  of  the  family  have  been 
masons  for  hundreds  of  years  back. 


T^RANK  1).  JOHNSON,  foremost  in 
' the  ranks  of  the  leading  engineers 
in  the  employ  of  the  Wheeling  & 
Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company,  is  a 
native  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  born  March 
30,  1852,  a son  of  John  II.  and  Elizabeth 
P.  (Snyder)  Johnson. 

Our  subject  received  a liberal  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
working  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was 

o 

twenty  years  old.  At  that  time,  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  life  of  a husbandman, 
he  left  the  paternal  roof,  and  proceeding 
to  Cleveland  entered  the  employ  of  the 
i Atlantic  & Great  Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany, remaining  ten  years.  At  first  he 
fired  an  engine,  and  then  was  promoted  to 
engineer,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since 
served  with  characteristic  carefulness  and 
fidelity.  Removing  to  Norwalk,  Huron 
county,  he  at  once  commenced  as  engin- 
eer for  the  Wdieeling  A Lake  Erie  Railroad 
Company,  his  present  position. 
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On  June  17,  1870,  Mr.  Johnson  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  E.  Miller,  born  September 
20,  1852.  in  Chester  county,  Penn.,  and  ! 
three  children  have  come  to  brighten  their 
home,  as  follows:  Flora  V.,  Oliver  E.  and  j 
Edessa  M.  Politically  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, a hearty  worker  in  his  party,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  a man  of  magnificent 
physique,  standing  six  feet  in  his  stockings, 
and  weighing  220  pounds.  He  is  one  of  • 
the  oldest  and  most  trustworthy  engineers 
on  the  road,  none  more  popular,  and  his  I 
agreeable  and  jovial  disposition  makes  him 
friends  wherever  he  goes.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  Norwalk  Lodge  K.  of  P. 
His  residence  is  No.  82  Prospect  street, 
Norwalk,  Ohio. 


'ijjj  RS.  L.  A.  OSBORNE,  a resident 
iV'l!  ot  North  Amherst,  was  born  in 
Orwel,  Vt.,  daughter  of  Ira  W. 
4/  and  Lucy  Smith,  also  natives  of 
Y ermont,  where  they  were  married, 
and  where  ten  children  were  born  to 
them. 

In  the  fall  of  1832  Ira  W.  Smith  came 
west  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio  (the  trip  being 
made  fur  the  most  part  by  water),  and  pur- 
chased a considerable  amount  of  land  about 
one  mile  from  the  present  village  of  North 
Amherst.  Later  on  the  rest  of  the  family 
joined  him;  but  he  was  not  fated  to  long 
enjoy  his  new  home,  for  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year,  just  six  weeks  after 
the  arrival  of  his  wife  and  children,  he 
was  killed  by  a falling  tree  while  out  in 
the  woods  making  a roadway  through,  on 
his  land,  which  is  now  called  the  Middle 
Ridge.  He  was  in  his  fifty-second  year  at 
the  time,  and  his  sudden  taking  off  was  a 
terrible  blow  to  the  family;  Ids  widow  died 
about  twenty  years  ago  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  They  had  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  is  a brief 


record:  (1)  Lucy  married  Daniel  Cuts,  and 
settled  in  Windham,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  she  died.  (2)  Ira  Wr.  was  a land- 
owner,  farmer  and  stockman  at  Kankakee, 
111.,  and  died  there  leaving  a numerous 
family.  (3)  M.  D.  was  a stockman  and 
landowner  at  'Wellington,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  leaving  a large  family.  (4)  Sarah 
Ann  married  a Mr.  Streator  in  Vermont, 
and  died  in  Licking  county,  Ohio.  (5) 
Mariette  is  the  wife  of  Orlnm  Winton,  of 
North -Amherst,  Ohio.  (6) ‘Russell  was  a 
ranchman,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  the 
city  of  Stockton.  Cal.  (7)  John  (deceased) 
was  a farmer  in  Iowa.  (8)  Jane  married 
Samuel  Vining,  and  died  in  Illinois.  (9) 
Charles  died  in  Kansas.  (10)  L.  A.,  the 
subject  proper  of  this  memoir,  born  in 
1832,  was  married  in  1850,  at  the  acre  of 
seventeen,  to  "William  Walker,  who  was 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  reared 
at  North  Amherst,  Ohio.  He  died  sixteen 
years  after  marriage,  leaving  three  children, 
viz.:  Zuleina  L.,  wife  of  A.  V.  Kent,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  by  whom  she  has  three  chil- 
dren: Loula  L.,  Grace  E.  and  Amos  Ross; 
Charles,  a farmer  on  Middle  Ridge,  Am- 
herst township,  Lorain  Co..  Ohio  (he  has 
one  child,  Bertie);  and  William  Iv.,  who 
died  in  October,  1892.  aged  thirty-two  years. 

Our  subject  was  married,  thesecond  time, 
in  1868,  to  Henry  A.  Osborne,  a native  of 
Lorain  county,  born  in  Avon,  but  most  of 
whose  early  life  was  passed  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  marriage  they  made  their 
home  in  Amherst  township.  lie  was  a 
soldier  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  in  the  service  contracted  consumption 
of  which  he  died  July  26,  1871.  One 
child  was  born  to  this  union:  Maude  E., 
now  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Wright,  of  Grind- 
stone City,  on  Lake  Huron.  For  the  past 
sixteen  years  Mrs.  Osborne  has  lived  on 
Church  street,  North  Amherst,  and  among 
her  children.  She  is  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church;  her  second  hus- 
band was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Osborne’s  early  education 
was  limited  to  the  common  schools,  but  an 
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ambition  to  excel  caused  lier  to  attain  in- 
telligence and  culture  rapidly,  and  this, 
coupled  with  a handsome  appearance  and 
genial  disposition,  made  her  an  early  favor- 
ite in  society.  Her  first  husband  was  an 
excellent  business  man,  and  the  Walker 
family  became  known  as  one  of  the  pros-  j 
perous  and  leading  families  of  Lorain 
county.  Mrs.  Osborne  had  grave  respon- 
sibilities left  upon  her  by  her  first  bus-  j 
band’s  death;  but  she  succeeded  well.  She  j 
is  still  young  lookincr,  and  still  among  the  : 

V O ^ 1 

social  leaders  of  North  Amherst.  She  is 
an  active  church  worker,  and  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Ladies’  Relief  Corps  of 
Xorth  Amherst. 


CHARLES  BOWERS,  well  known 
and  highly  respected  in  Wellington 
__  1 and  vicinity,  where  for  several  years 
he  has  industriously  pursued  his 
trade,  that  of  carpenter,  is  a native  of  the 
town,  born  August  13.  1836.  a son  of 
Sylvester  and  Esther  (Cheney)  Bowers. 

Sylvester  Bowers,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, born  in  1S05,  came  west  to  Ohio  in 
1834,  settling  on  a farm  in  Wellington 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  here  reared 
a hardy  and  intelligent  family.  Of  late 
years  he  has  lived  a retired  life  in  Well- 
ington, on  Tayler  street.  Politically  he 
was  originally  a Whig,  and  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  party  has  been  a Repub- 
lican; in  Church  connection  for  some  years 
he  was  a Baptist,  but  for  a considerable 
time  back  has  been  a Congregationalist. 
'His  wife,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  born 
in  1804,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  Their  children,  four  in  number, 
were:  John,  who  joined  Company  H,  One 
Hundred  and  Third  O.  V.  I.,  and  was 
killed  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville;  Charles, 
our  subject;  Victoria,  deceased  wife  of 
Oscar  Herrick,  county  auditor,  living  in 
Elyria;  and  Harriet,  residing  with  her 
father. 


Charles  Bowers,  of  whom  this  sketch 
more  particularly  relates,  attended  in  his 
boyhood  the  district  schools,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  in  his  native  town. 
In  June,  1803,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Eightv-sixth  Recnment  O.  V.  I.,  which 
was  ordered  to  Cumberland  Gap;  he  was 
discharged  there  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service,  and  returned  home.  The 
following  season  he  served  in  the  Govern- 
ment employ  as  carpenter  in  the  vicinity 
of  Nashville,  Term.,  and  after  the  war  he 
worked  six  months  longer  for  the  Govern- 
ment, since  when  he  has  been  a constant 
resident  of  Wellington,  Lorain  county.  In 
1870  Mr.  Bowers  married  Miss  Emma  J. 
Webster,  who  was  born  in  Wellington, 
Ohio,  October  13,  1838,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Ida,  married  to  David 

Gammell,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  Clayton. 
Mrs.  Bowers  is  a daughter  of  Oliver  and 
Melissa  (Babcock)  Webster,  New  England 
people,  the  latter  of  whom  was  eighty- 
five  years  of  age  in  November,  1893.  The 
‘ father,  who  passed  away  in  1870  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years,  was  a Whig  and 
Republican,  and  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Their  children  were: 
Emerson,  in  Denver,  Colo.;  Henry,  in 
Wellington,  Lorain  county;  Alonzo, 
Amelia,  Philena  (deceased)  and  Emma. 
Mrs.  Bowers’  paternal  grandfather,  David 
Webster,  came  to  Lorain  county  in  a very 
early  day,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
Our  subject  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post;  in 
Church  connection  he  and  his  wife  are 
Congregationalists. 

O O 


GJ.  COLE,  the  genial  and  popular 
clerk  of  Columbia  township,  was 
! born  on  his  present  farm  August  19, 
1860,  a son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Ban- 
croft) Cole,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
t M assachusetts,  respectively. 

John  Cole  came  to  Columbia  township 
when  a boy  of  nine  years,  along  with  seven 


„ 


' 


1012 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


other  members  of  the  family,  and  was  here 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Bancroft,  who  had 
migrated  hither  in  her  girlhood,  settling  in 
Ridge vi lie  township.  They  are  yet  living, 
the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Eliza- 
beth A.,  wife  of  A.  EL  Perry,  of  Colum- 
bia township;  Harriet  A.,  wife  of  F.  J. 
Hinman,  of  Cleveland;  Fred  E.  (married), 
died  in  Kansas  in  1884;  and  C.  J.,  our 
subject.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, a Prohibitionist- Democrat  in 
politics,  and  filled  various  township  offices, 
including  those  of  clerk  and  trustee. 

C.  J.  Cole,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  township,  and  aft- 
erward attended  Oberlin  College  six  years, 
graduating  with  the  class  of  1886.  On  ac- 
count of  failure  in  health  he  returned  to 
his  father’s  farm  immediately  after  grad- 
uating, where  he  has  since  remained.  His 
chief  occupation  has  been  farming  and 

school  teaching,  which  latter  he  followed 
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some  five  years  in  Olmsted  and  Columbia 
townships,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  sixty-five 
acres  of  prime  land,  all  in  a good  state  of  cul- 
tivation.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican; has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
6ome  years,  and  as  township  clerk  six  years, 
with  ability  and  fidelity,  having  been  elec- 
ted to  the  office  in  1887.  Mr.  Cole  is 
justly  recognized  as  a useful  member  of 
society,  and  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
citizens  of  his  township.  He  is  deeply 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  an 
avowed  advocate  of  free  schools  and  free 
speech. 


ORIEL  M.  BEMIS,  a well-known  re- 
spected citizen  of  Lorain,  was  born  in 
1829  in  Massachusetts.  His  parents, 
Charles  II.  and  Aznbah  (Perry) 
Beinis,  were  also  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
and  in  1850  moved  westward,  locating  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio.  They  had  children 
as  follows:  Uriel  M.,  our  subject;  Francis, 
of  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  who  enlisted 
in  1863  in  an  Ohio  Regiment,  and  served 


through  the  remainder  of  the  war;  M arcus, 
now  living  in  Iowa  county,  Mich. ; Henry, 
deceased;  Charles  and  Luther,  who  both 
died  in  the  army.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily died  in  Tennessee  in  1857;  the  mother 
died  in  1881,  in  Lorain  county. 

Uriel  M.  Bemis  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  State,  and  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  came  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  locating  in  Black  River  township, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
operated  a sawmill.  In  1865  he  removed 
to  Sheffield  township,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  milling,  and  in  1886 
came  to  Lorain,  where  he  has  since  been 
employed  as  engineer  in  the  car  shops.  In 
1853  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Shef- 
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field  township,  with  Miss  Mary  Standee, 
a native  of  England,  daughter  of  James 
and  Julia  (Upton)  Standee,  also  natives  of 
England,  and  who  came  to  Sheffield  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  in  an  early  day. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beinis  have  been  born  the 
following  named  children:  Eva  M.,  wife 

of  Thomas  C.  Burlingame;  Ella,  widow  of 
Edwin  Abels;  Celia,  married  to  James 
Wh  ite;  Hattie,  married  to  Daniel  Dodge, 
of  Dayton,  Ohio;  Nettie,  wife  of  Fred 
Olkey,  of  Lorain;  and  Harry  L.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Bemis  is  a Republican,  and  he 
takes  an  interest  in  everything  tending  to 
improve  and  advance  the  community  in 
which  he  resides. 


©THOMAS  C.  BURLINGAME,  fore- 
man of  the  Car  Shops  at  Lorain, 
is  the  oldest  employe  in  same,  hav- 
ing  worked  there  the  past  twenty 
years. 

His  father,  William  Burlingame,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  about  1836 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  farming,  also  conducting  a saw- 
mill  for  a few  years.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain 
county,  with  Melissa  Baker,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  reared  eight  ehil- 
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dren,  as  follows:  Sarah,  married  to  Will- 

iam Smith,  of  Lorain;  Henry,  "'ho  resides 
in  Wisconsin;  Thomas  Corwin;  Eunice, 
wife  of  Daniel  Ball,  Cleveland;  Maria, 
wife  of  Harry  Packham,of  Chicago;  Lucy, 
wife  of  B.  Shaw,  of  Geneva,  Ohio;  Will- 
iam, Jr.,  of  Geneva;  and  Martha,  Mrs. 
Brainard,  of  Geneva.  They  have  a half- 
sister  named  Mina.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  Sheffield  township  in  1865, 
and  in  1872  the  father  moved  to  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1892. 
Politically  he  was  first  a Whig,  and  after- 
ward, on  the  formation  of  the  party,  a Re- 
publican, being  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  his  party;  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  early  history  of  the  county.. 

Thomas  Corwin  Burlingame  was  born 
December  22,  1846,  in  Sheffield  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated.  He  followed  milling  in  the 
township  in  an  early  day,  and  in  1873 
moved  into  Lorain,  here  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  & Wheeling 
Railroad  Company.  On  November  28, 
1871,  he  was  married,  in  Sheffield  township, 
to  Miss  Eva  M.  Bemis,  a native  of  Lorain, 
and  they  have  had  one  child,  Gertie.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  a Republican. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  Tent  No.  1. 
K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  of 
the  Order  of  Tonti,  of  which  he  is  treas- 
urer. In  religion  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burlingame 
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are  members  of  the  Disciple  Church. 


G.  SPRAGLE,  a well-to-do  farmer 
citizen  of  LaGrange  township,  is  a 
native  of  Livingston  county,  N.  Y., 
born  August  2,  1841,  in  the  town 
of  York. 

His  father,  William  G.  Sprague,  son  of 
William,  was  born  February  23,  1812,  in 
Covington,  N.  Y.,  and  on  November  17, 
1836,  married  Miss  Pamelia  Root,  who 
was  born  January  1,  1819,  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  whence  her  parents,  Chester  and 


Clarissa  Root,  moved  to  New  York,  where 
she  met  and  married  Mr.  Sprague.  The 
latter  learned  the  trade  of  miller,  and  fol- 
lowed it  in  New  York  State,  where  three 
children  were  born  to  him,  viz.:  Chester, 
born  February  15,  1838,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 8,  1840;  William  Chester,  born  Janu- 
ary 30,  1840.  who  was  killed  by  a horse 
March  1,  1891;  and  Edward  G.,  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch.  In  the  spring  of 
1842  the  family  came  to  Ohio,  whither  the 
father  had  preceded  them  a few  months, 
spending  the  winter  near  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  he  had  better  health.  When  the 
family  joined  him  in  the  spring,  he  pur- 
chased land  in  Copley,  Summit  Co.,  Ohio, 
residing  thereon  for  ten  years,  and  then 
removing  to  Lorain  county,  where  he  in- 
vested in  135  acres  of  land.  Here  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  except 

one  year,  when  he  bought,  and  conducted 
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a gristmill  at  La  Porte.  He  died  on  his 
farm  February  3,  1893,  preceded  by  his 
wife  June  23,  1883,  and  they  now  lie 
buried  in  East  cemetery,  LaGrange  town- 
ship. The  children  born  to  them  after 
coming  to  Ohio  were  Oliver  R.,  born 

o 

March  14,  1846,  in  Copley,  who  died  May 
28,  1864;  and  Charley,  born  December  6, 
1848,  in  Copley,  who  died  October  12. 
1879  Mr.  Sprague  was  an  active  man, 
and  traveled  considerably,  visiting  the 
Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in 
1876;  he  owned  some  property  in  Michi- 
gan, which  he  also  visited  frequently.  He 
was  well  informed  on  various  questions, 
and  though  he  had  but  limited  educational 
advantages  in  his  youth  he  acquired  much 
practical  learning  by  reading,  travel  and 
observation.  He  conducted  systematically 
anything  which  he  undertook,  and  was 
much  respected  in  his  community.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  held  the 
office  of  township  trustee. 

E.G.  Sprague  received  a common-school' 
education,  and  during  his  boyhood  and 
youth  was  inducted  into  the  mysteries  of 
farm  life.  Upon  reaching  his  majority  he 
left  home  and  went  to  Michigan,  where  he 
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worked  in  the  pineries,  but  being  dissatis- 
fied returned.  On  March  14,  1807.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Malissa  Dale, 
who  was  born  November  10,  1840,  in 
LaGrange  township,  daughter  of  Orrie 
and  Cliarille  (Clark)  Dale,  and  for  one  year 
thereafter  they  lived  on  land  in  Grafton 
township,  which  he  rented  from  his  father- 
in-law.  They  then  moved  into  LaGrange 
township,  where,  with  the  exception  of  a 
year  and  a half  they  lived  inLaPorte,  they 
have  ever  since  had  their  residence,  on 
April  7,  1892,  coming  to  the  home  farm, 
where  they  now  are.  He  is  administrator 
of  his  father’s  estate,  and  controls  over 
three  hundred  acres  of  land.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Sprague  have  children  as  fol- 
lows: Linnie,  born  March  5,1872;  George 
E.,  born  July  1,  1877;  and  Ora  M.,  horn 
February  26,  1883.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  a Republican,  but  is  not  active  in 
party  affairs.  He  has  been  a lifelong 
agriculturist,  and  besides  general  farming 
is  extensively  engaged  in  raising  horses 
and  sheep,  a large  number  of  which  he 
usually  has  on  baud. 


FJ  E.  GRIFFIN,  a thoroughly  repre- 
sentative self-made  man,  and  a pros- 
perous  agriculturist  of  Amherst 
township,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
October  15,  1S47,  a son  of  Frederick  A. 
and  Bethia  L.  (Jenne)  Griffin. 

Frederick  A.  Griffin,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, stands  prominent  among  the  practi- 
cally self-made  agriculturists  of  Lorain  ! 
county.  He  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  ; 
N.  Y.,  March  5,  1824,  a sou  of  Morris  and  ! 
Maria  (Brownell)  Griffin,  natives  of  the 
same  place.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and  | 
died  in  New  York  about  the  year  1827;  i 
the  widowed  mother  then  married  Paul  j 
Nichols,  and  they  lived  in  Cayucra  county 
till  1875,  when  they  came  to  Lorain  county 
and  made  their  home  with  Frederick  A. 


The  mother  died  in  Michigan  in  1890. 
Grandfather  Samuel  Brownell  was  a native 
of  New  York,  and  followed  droving  between 
that  city  and  the  West;  he  died  in  Wyoming 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 
On  the  maternal  side  of  the  house  the  fam- 
ily are  of  Holland  extraction,  and  on  the 
paternal  side  they  are  of  Scotch.  Three 
Griffin  brothers  came  from  Scotland  in 
Colonial  days,  and  settled  in  New  York. 

Frederick  A.  Griffin  was  reared  in  part 
in  Cayuga  and  in  part  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y„  at  the  schools  of  which  place  he  re- 
ceived a liberal  education.  In  1844  he 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  locating  on 
rented  land  in  Amherst  township.  In 
1847  lie  moved  into  Erie  county,  thence 
in  1852  to  Russia  township,  where  he 
cleared  a farm  of  160  acres  of  wild  land. 
Here  he  lived  until  1878,  when  he  came 
to  Elyria  township,  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm.  On  September  4,  1846,  Mr. 
Griffin  was  married  in  Ridgeville,  Lorain 
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Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Bethia  L.  Jenne.  a na- 
tive of  Cuyahoga  county.  Ohio,  a daughter 
of  Ansel  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Jenne,  of 
whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere.  Two 
sons  have  been  born  to  this  union,  viz.: 
Frederick  E.,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  and  Charles  B.,  married  to  Mary 
Gawn,  and  residing  in  Amherst  township 
(they  have  four  children,  viz.:  Charles, 
Frederick  A.,  Gertrude  and  Eugene).  In 
politics  Mr.  Griffin  is  a Prohibitionist,  and 
he  is  a strong  advocate  of  temperance 
principles.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Elyria.  Mr.  Griffin 
at  one  time  owned  good  farms  in  Rus- 
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sia  and  Amherst  townships,  aggregating 
200  acres,  which  he  sold  prior  to  coming 
to  Elyria  township. 

Frederick  E.  Griffin  attended  in  his  boy- 
hood and  early  youth  the  public  schools  of 
his  township,  and  was  reared  to  farming, 
which  has  been  his  life-work.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Emma  Bassett,  who  was  born  April  26, 
1847,  in  Russia,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Emma  (Parsons)  Bassett, 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


10J  7 


% 

t 


I 


the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Chili,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y..  March  10, 
1820,  the  latter  in  Wiltshire,  England, 
July  28,  1819.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick 
E.  Griffin  has  been  born  one  child,  Allen 
E.  Mr.  Griffin  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  and  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican;  recently  he  was  nominated  for 
the  County  Republican  Committee.  At 
the  last  election  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  county  commissioner  of  Lorain 
county,  and  took  office  January  1,  1894. 
In  matters  of  religion  he  was  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a productive  farm  of  ninety 
acres,  all  well  improved,  whereon,  in  addi- 
tion to  cereals,  etc.,  he  raises  sheep  and 
fine-bred  horses. 


AY.  KEENER,  leading  capitalist, 
and  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
business  men  in  LaGrange  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  same,  born  June 
20,  1850. 

Eeter  Kelner,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  came  to  this  country  from  Ger- 
many in  about  1787,  and  first  made  a 
temporary  location  in  the  State  of  New' 
Jersey.  In  1788  he  brought  his  family  to 
Jefferson  county,  X.  Y.,  and  took  up  his 
residence  near  the  town  of  Champion, 
where  he  and  Ids  wife  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  Of  their  children 
four  sons  and  one  daughter  grew  to  ma- 
turity, among  whom  was  one  named  Will- 
iam, the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

William  Kelner  was  born  September  1, 
1787,  in  New  Jersey,  and  w’as  reared  to  the 
multitudinous  duties  of  farm  life  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  X.  Y.  He  had  but  limited 
educational  opportunities,  and  learned  to 
read  after  his  marriage,  having  attended 
school  in  his  youth  but  six  weeks.  In 
1818  he  was  married  in  Jefferson  county, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Cynthia  Phelps,  a native  of 


that  county,  born  November  13,  1792,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children, 
namely:  Elmira,  born  June  20,  1819, 

who  was  married  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
to  Sandrus  Rockwood,  and  after  Ins  decease 
to  James  Waite  (she  died  in  LaGrange 
December  24,  1848);  and  Charles,  born 
January  3,  1823.  Air.  Kelner  was  a well- 
to-do  farmer,  and  owned  a good  place  in 
Jefferson  county.  In  the  spring  of  1835 
he  set  out  for  Ohio,  with  a view  of  locat- 
ing, walking  the  entire  distance,  and  after 
looking  over  the  land  and  makino  a selec- 
tion  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  sold 
his  farm  and  farming  utensils.  Mrs.  Kel- 
ner died  June  2,  1835,  and  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  started  for  Ohio  with  his 
two  motherless  children;  making  the  trip 
in  a covered  wagon  drawn  by  two  horses. 
After  a wearisome  journey  they  arrived  in 
LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
for  a short  time  they  were  guests  of  Nathan 
Clark,  LaGrange  township’s  first  perma- 
nent settler,  later  making  their  home  with 
one  Joseph  Phelps,  a brother-in  law.  Air. 
Kelner  purchased  one  hundred  acres  in 
Lot  19,  N.  AY.  Section  of  LaGrange  town- 
ship), for  which  tract  he  paid  one  thou- 
sand dollars  in  cash,  and  which  land  he 
cleared  and  improved,  also  adding  to  it  as 
circumstances  permitted.  He  was  twice 
married  after  coming  to  Lorain  county: 
first  to  Aliss  Mary  Chase,  who  was  born 
November  26,  1783,  and  died  November 
23,  1842,  but  had  no  children  by  either 
union.  He  passed  from  earth  Alarch  28, 
1878,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety  years, 
dying  in  LaGrange  township,  where  he  was 
buried.  He  was  a successful  farmer,  and 
accumulated  a very  comfortable  compe- 
tence, being  a most  active  man  even  in  his 
old  age,  never  content  unless  occupied  with 
labor  of  some  kind.  He  was  constantly 
reading  and  studying  the  Scriptures,  and  in 
religious  connection  was  a member  of  the 
Af.  E.  Church,  which  he  joined  in  his  later 
years. 

Charles  Kelner,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  about  twelve  years  old  when  he  came 
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with  his  father  to  Ohio,  and  drove  the 
horses  durino- most  of  the  journey.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  received  an  education 
in  the  common  schools,  and  then  worked 
on  the  home  place  until  his  marriage.  On 
October  19,  1840,  he  wedded  Miss  Martha 
A.  Clark,  who  was  born  May  13,  1820,  in 
Jefferson  county,  X.  Y.,  third  daughter  and 
fifth  child  of  Nathan  and  Anna  (Loomis) 
Clark,  who  came  to  LaGrange  township  in 
1825,  and,  as  previously  stated,  were  the 
first  permanent  settlers  there.  To  the  union 
of  Charles  and  Martha  A.  Kelner  came 
children  as  follows:  George  II.,  born  June 
6,  1842,  a cheese  maker  and  farmer  of  La- 
Grange  township;  Cynthia  M.,  born  Oc- 
tober 7,  1844,  now  Mrs.  Richard  Rounds, 
of  Barry  county,  Mich.;  Emma  M.,  born 
November  3,  1846,  now  Mrs.  Nelson  Wil- 
son, of  Penfield,  Ohio;  Stowell  AY.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Frank,  born  July  29, 
1855,  a farmer  of  LaGrange  township;  and 
Charlie,  born  August  13,  1860,  a resident 
of  LaGrange  township.  The  family  re- 
sided on  the  homestead  many  years,  mak- 
ing their  home  there  until  1875,  when  he 
built  in  LaGrange  village  the  finest  resi- 
deuce  in  the  township,  and  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  August 
14,  1880.  He  was  buried  in  a cemetery 
near  the  home  farm  in  LaGrange  town- 
ship. In  his  political  affiliations  he  was 
a stanch  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  held  the  office  of  township  trustee 
when  the  town  hall  was  built.  He  was 
very  successful  in  his  agricultural  affairs, 
and  accumulated  a very  comfortable  com- 
petence, leaving  to  his  widow  an  elegant 
home,  which  she  now  shares  with  our  sub- 
ject. 

Stowell  AY.  Kelner  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
place,  his  first  teacher  being  A\Tilliam  A. 
Braman.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pur- 
suits, and  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  December  17,  1872,  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah 
E.  Nichols,  who  was  born  December  3, 
1853,  in  LaGrange,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and 


Henrietta  (Pierce)  Nichols,  who  came  from 
AYatertown,  N.  Y.,  to  LaGrange  township 
in  an  early  day.  Children  as  follows  have 
blessed  the  union  of  Stowell  AY.  and  Han- 
| nah  E.  Kelner:  Two  sons  that  died  in  in- 
fancy; Cassie  M.,  born  October  30,  1881; 
Mattie  M.  II.,  born  August  1,  1885;  Earl 
AY.,  born  June  14,  1889;  and  Rowan  B., 
born  January  26,  1891.  After  marriage 
Mr.  Kelner  settled  on  the  home  place, 
which  had  been  divided  between  two  sons, 
and  - for  five  years  conducted  the  stone 
quarry  which  had  been  discovered  on  the 
farm.  But  in  1884  a switch  from  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad  was  built  from  Ober- 
lin,  Ohio,  and  the  stone  business  (a  very 
profitable  one)  and  the  farm  of  140  acres 
were  sold  to  the  Cleveland  Stone  Co.  at  a 
handsome  figure.  Mr.  Kelner  had  also 
erected  buildings,  and  carried  on  a general 
store,  which  were  disposed  of  at  the  same 
time.  He  still  owns  fifty  acres  of  valuable 
stone  land.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  village  of  LaGrange, 
and  here  he  has  since  resided  in  the  beauti- 
ful and  luxuriously  furnished  home  erected 
i by  his  father.  He  buys  and  sells  wool, 

| and  also  deals  in  various  kinds  of  stock, 
i being  a shrewd,  well-known  business  man, 
| popular  in  the  commercial  circles  of  Lorain 
i county.  He  is  a member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  takes  no  particular  interest  in 
political  affairs.  Mrs.  Kelner  is  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


IfOSEPH  TURLEY,  retired  merchant, 
w I and  a representative  self-made  man, 
i Vw/.  having  his  residence  in  AYellington, 
is  a native  of  Manchester,  England, 
j born  in  1814. 

He  is  a son  of  Francis  and  Alice  (Eckels- 
I ley)  Turley,  of  Irish  and  English  birth, 
respectively,  the  former  of  whom  went  to 
Encdaud  when  a young  man,  and  there 
i married.  He  was  a weaver,  a trade  he  fol- 
i lowed  in  England  till  his  death,  which  oc- 
, curred  when  he  was  seventy  years  of  age; 
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bis  wife  also  died  in  the  mother  country, 
aged  about  sixty-five.  Of  their  children 
the  following  is  a brief  record:  James 
Lionel  is  a weaver  in  Manchester,  England; 
John  was  also  a weaver  in  Manchester, 
where  he  died;  Joseph  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Frank  resided  in  Manchester; 
Isabel  O.  died  in  England;  and  one  died 
young. 

Joseph  Turley  received  his  education  at 
the  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  worked 
in  a large  cotton-factory  there.  At  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  landing  at  Boston,  Mass., 
and  worked  in  the  East  some  two  years 
before  coming  West,  part  of  the  time  as  a 
mechanic  at  Springfield,  Mass.  While  so 
employed  he  received  a hurt  in  an  acci- 
dent, and  it  was  then  that  he  turned  his  at- 
tention, through  a friend,  to  Wellington, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  This  was  in  1850,  al- 
most half  a century  ago,  when  the  bear, 
the  panther,  the  wolf  and  many  other  wild 
animals  still  roamed  the  imperial  forest. 
Here  Mr.  Turley  resolved  to  go  into  the 
grocery  business,  and  after  securing  a suit- 
able building  found  he  had  only  twelve 
dollars  left  wherewith  to  buy  goods;  from 
which  small  beginnings,  by  close  applica- 
tion to  business,  shrewdness  and  economy,  j 
he  made  in  the  course  of  a few  years  a com- 
fortable competence.  His  first  week’s  re- 
ceipts amounted  to  between  twenty  and 
thirty  dollars,  and  the  last  bill  he  paid,  for 
sugar  and  molasses  alone,  amounted  to  two 
thousand  dollars.  In  1860  he  visited  Eno-- 
land,  being  about  fifty  weeks  there,  and  ! 
after  his  return  located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  j 
where  for  two  years  he  operated  a grain  i 
and  produce  business.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  opened  a cooperative  store  in  Wel- 
lington, and  one  in  Oberlin,  but  in  about 
a year  and  a quarter  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness. In  March,  1893.  he  again  visited 
England,  but  returned  in  the  following 
June,  having  been  taken  sick  there.  . On 
both  his  trips  he  happened  to  be  the  oldest 
passenger  on  board  the  vessel,  although  he 
was  one  of  about  twelve  hundred  souls. 


Mr.  Turley  was  married,  on  May  18, 
18-10,  to  Miss  Anna  Smith,  who  died  in 
1851,  and  in  1852  he  wedded,  for  his 
second  wife,  Miss  Anna  Vincent,  who  died 
November  15,  1892.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  strictly  independent;  in  church 
matters  he  is  a Congregational ist.  He 
has  been  liberal  in  his  contributions  to 
various  charitable  institutions.  Aside  from 
a temporary  affliction,  he  is  remarkable  for 
mental  and  physical  vigor. 


1816, 


MIOMAS  COX,  for  nearly  half  a cen- 
tury a resident  of  Elyria  township, 
where  he  has  been  a prosperous 
farmer,  is  a native  of  England,  born 
in  Northamptonshire,  in  November, 
in  the  village  of  Naseby,  near 
where  was  fought,  in  J une,  164-5,  the 
memorable  battle  between  Cromwell  and 
the  Royalists,  in  which  the  latter  were  de- 
feated with  the  loss  of  five  thousand  men. 

Thomas  Cox,  father  of  our  subject,  a na- 
tive of  the  same  place,  and  by  occupation 
a laborer  and  farmer,  sailed  in  1833  for  the 
United  States  with  his  family,  landing  in 
Philadelphia  July  8,  of  that  year,  and  first 
locating  in  Allegheny  county,  Penn.  From 
there  he  proceeded  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  made  a settlement  in  Elyria  town- 
ship, east  of  the  river.  In  England  he  had 
married  Miss  Catherine  Luck,  of  the  same 
county,  and  they  had  five  children,  viz.: 
William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  in  Allegheny  county,  Penn.;  Robert, 
who  resided  in  Allegheny  county,  Penn., 
and  died  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-two; 
Joseph,  living  in  Allegheny  county,  Penn.; 
John,  in  Elyria  township,  and  Thomas,  our 
subject.  The  mother  died  in  England  be- 
fore the  family  came  to  this  country;  the 
father  died  in  August,  1851,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years. 

The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
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lias  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his 
life.  IJe  now  owns  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  has 
prospered  well.  In  1840  he  married  Miss 
Isabella  Aldridge,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  March,  1820,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Crisp)  Aldridge,  natives  of  War- 
wickshire, and  who  came  to  this  country 
in  1831.  landing  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  thence 
proceeding  to  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  where 
they  both  died  i n 1834,  of  cholera.  They  had 
two  sons:  Thomas,  living  in  Steubenville, 
Ohio,  and  John,  who  died  in  Newport,  Ivy. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  have  been  born  two 
children,  namely:  Samuel,  who  is  married 
and  has  two  children,  Burton  and  Howard; 
and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Richard  Henson,  also 
has  two  children,  Thomas  II.  and  Alfred 
C.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a straight  Re- 
publican, and  cast  his  first  vote  for  W.  II. 
Harrison.  [Since  the  above  was  written 
we  have  been  informed  of  the  death  from 
La  Grippe  of  Thomas  Cox,  the  subject  of 
the  sketch,  the  sad  event  taking  place  De- 
cember 20,  1893. 


J.  RICHMOND,  one  of  the  thor- 
ough-going representative  farmers 
of  Amherst  township,  is  a native  of 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born  in  Black 
River  township,  April  15,  1831. 
He  is  a son  of  Freeman  and  Eunice  Rich- 
mond, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  August  29,  1791,  the 
latter  in  New  York. 

The  father  was  twice  married,  the  first 
time  to  a Miss  Nancy  Arnold,  of  Chau- 
tauqua county,  N.  Y.  Soon  after  marriage 
they  moved  to  Sheffield,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
arriving  there  December  1,  1815.  One 
child,  Philinda,  was  born  September  14, 
1817,  being  the  first  white  child  born  in 
Sheffield.  Mrs.  Nancy  Richmond  died 
August  12,1819.  The  daughter,  Philinda, 
married  Schuyler  Strong,  and  died  Novem- 


ber 4,  1844.  In  the  course  of  time  Mr. 
Richmond  was  married  to  Mrs.  Eunice 
Fox,  a widow  with  four  children — Gilbert, 
Orpha,  Hannah  and  Nancy.  The  children 
of  the  second  rnarriao-e  are  six  in  number, 
viz.:  Sylva,  born  July  15,  1824,  and  mar- 
ried to  Albert  Arnold;  Minerva,  wife  of 
Isaac  Shape,  born  July  21,  1826;  Jane, 
born  February  19, 1829;  Albert,  born  April 
15,  1831;  Milo,  born  January  2.  1837; 
Elmeda,  wife  of  James  Rankin,  born  July 
24,  1839.  Freeman  Richmond  moved 
from  Sheffield  to  Black  River  township 
February  15,  1825,  and  afterward  removed 
to  Amherst.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
one,  his  wife  surviving  him  two  years. 

A.  J.  Richmond,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  Amherst  township,  where 
he  was  reared  to  farming,  which  lias  al- 
ways been  his  occupation,  excepting  in  his 
younger  days,  when  he  worked  for  a time 
at  vessel  calking  at  Lorain,  Milan  and 
Huron. 

On  October  9,  1852,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  L.  Gilmore,  daughter  of  Aretus  and 
Orra  Gilmore,  early  pioneers  of  Black 
River  township,  Lorain  county,  and  to  this 
uliion  one  son,  Bird,  was  born. 

Bird  Richmond  was  born  October  16, 
1853.  and  was  married,  October  16,  1877, 
to  Sarah  E.  Jenne,  daughter  of  Ansel  and 
Phebe  Jenne,  by  which  union  one  son, 
Frank,  was  born  July  16,  1880. 

A.  J.  Richmond’s  wife  died  October  11, 
1886,  and  in  1888  Mr.  Richmond  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Emaretta  Tenery,  of  Clyde, 
Ohio.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  lie  has  always  taken  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  of  which 
he  is  a useful  and  loyal  citizen. 


T A.  MEREDITH  is  a son  of  William 
y I Meredith,  who  was  born  August  8, 
1813,  in  Herefordshire,  England, 
eldest  child  of  James  Meredith,  who 
was  a farmer. 
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William  Meredith  was  reared  to  the 
duties  of  agricultural  life,  and  received  but 
a common-school  education,  his  opportuni- 
ties in  that  direction  beiim  limited,  as  his 
parents  were  poor.  For  a time  he  found 
employment  working  in  noblemen’s  gar- 
dens, etc.,  but  in  1S4S  left  England,  sail- 
ing from  Liverpool  in  the  vessel  “ Cala- 
grimcha,”  which  was  some  time  afterward 
burned  at  sea.  Along  with  William  came 
a friend,  Thomas  Jones,  who  had  been 
here  before,  and  after  landing  at  New  York 
they  proceeded  to  Pittsfield  township,  Lo- 
rain Co.,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Meredith  in- 
vested in  forty-seven  acres  of  land  at  nine 
dollars  per  acre,  for  which  he  was  obliged 
to  go  into  debt.  On  April  23,  1849,  he 
married  Esther  Gurney,  who  was  born 
February  S,  1816,  in  Worcestershire,  Eng- 
land, and  passed  the  earlier  part  of  her  life 
in  Herefordshire,  same  country.  She  was 
a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Wheeler) 
Gurney,  who  were  poor  people,  and  Esther 
was  early  in  life-  obliged  to  work  for  a 
living,  being  thus  deprived  of  even  the 
smallest  opportunity  to  obtain  an  educa- 
tion. She  had  met  Mr.  Meredith  in  Eng- 
land, where  they  were  engaged,  and  he 
started  for  the  United  States  to  seek  a 
home,  concluding,  if  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments could  not  be  made  here,  to  return  to 
England.  But  in  about  a year  he  had 
made  a home,  and  sent  for  Miss  Gurney, 
who  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  a vessel  of 
the  “Black  Star  Line,”  landing  in  New 
YMrk  after  a voyage  of  thirty-three  days. 
:She  immediately  proceeded  to  Pittsfield 
township,  where  sire  was  joined  by  Mr. 
Meredith,  and  here  immediately  after  mar- 
riage they  began  life  in  a rude  frame 
house,  where  they  resided  seven  years, 
after  which  they  moved  to  the  farm.  To 
their  union  were  bom  children  as  follows: 
Mary  Ann.  deceased  in  infancy;  James  A., 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Alice,  Mrs.  John 
White,  of  Wellington,  Ohio;  and  Reuben 
and  Arthur,  both  farmers  of  Pittsfield 
township.  He  was  a strong  Republican, 
and  took  great  interest  in  political  issues, 


reading  considerably  and  keeping  himself 
well  posted.  At  the  time  of  his  dearh, 
which  occurred  July  3,  1885,  he  owned 
280  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  he  had  ac- 
quired by  patient,  honest  toil,  working 
part  of  the  time  as  a farm  hand.  He  and 
iiis  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  England.  Mr.  Meredith  was 
buried  in  the  South  cemetery  at  Welling- 
ton. Since  his  death  the  widow  has  re- 
sided on  the  home  farm,  and  is  a highly 
respected  lady  in  her  community. 

J.  A.  Meredith  was  born  July  29,1854, 
in  Pittsfield  township,  and  received  his 
literary  training  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
agricultural  life,  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  his  marriage,  working 
out  in  the  summer  seasons.  Chi  Decem- 
ber 25,  1876,  he  wedded  Miss  Alice  Par- 
sons. a daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Armitta 
(Corkins)  Parsons,  and  immediately  there- 
after settled  on  his  present  farm,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  carrying  on  a general 
farming  and  dairying  business.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
young  farmers  in  his  section,  and  is  a 
well-known  member  of  the  locality.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Republican,  and  has  held 
various  township  offices,  refusing  others. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  Lorain  Lodge, 
No.  281,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Camp  No.  247. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meredith  have  come 
children  as  follows:  Clara  E.,  Frank  A., 
Charles  (deceased),  Mabel  A.,  Lena  A., 
Bessie,  Belle  R.  and  Howard  Edmund. 


V A1  I W WIRE,  late  superintendent  of 

V A /y  the  C.  L.  A W.  R.  R.  docks,  Lo- 
M(  M(  rain,  deservedly  one  of  the  most 

popular  of  men,  is  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  born  April  17,  1831. 

He  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Sher- 
man) Wire,  the  former  of  whom  was  for 
some  time  a contractor  on  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad.  He  was  also  a preacher 
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in  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  having 
commenced  exhorting  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
one.  When  our  subject  was  three  years 
old  the  family  moved  to  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  locating  on  a farm  for  a time,  after 
which  they  again  returned  to  New  York 
State,  and  for  six  years  made  their  home 
in  the  town  of  Canandaigua.  The  mother, 
who  was  of  Scotch  lineage,  died  in  Potter, 
Yates  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  the  father  then  re- 
sided for  a short  time  in  Wayne  county. 
He  lived  to  he  eighty-one  years  old,  and  a 
short  time  before  his  death  was  cradling 
grain,  something  not  to  bo  so  much  mar- 
veled at  when  it  is  remembered  that  he 
came  from  a long-lived  hardy  Scotch-1  rish 
race.  His  grandfather  was  one  of  Wash- 
ington’s body  guard  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war. 

W.  A.  AY  ire,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  j 
in  his  boyhood  attended  school  in  Xew 
York  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
commenced  railroading,  first  as  a fireman 
for  a locomotive  on  the  Cleveland  & Co- 
lumbus Railroad;  at  the  end  of  a year  he 
was  appointed  brakeman  on  the  Cleveland  i 
& Erie  Railroad,  which  position  he  filled 
also  one  year.  For  the  following  eighteen 
years  he  was  conductor  on  the  Cleveland 
& Erie  road,  after  which  for  three  years  he 
ran  the  yard  at-.nights  in  Cleveland  for 
the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road. His  next  experience  was  in  the 
Pennsylvania  oil  fields,  tvro  years  speculat- 
ing in  oil.  From  there  he  came  to  Lorain, 
having  received  the  appointment  of  yard- 
master  for  the  Cleveland,  Tuscarawas  A7al- 
ley  A AVheeling  (now  the  Cleveland, 
Lorain  A AVheeling)  Railroad.  On  his 
retirement  from  this  incumbency  in  the  i 
spring  of  1884,  to  vo  to  Cleveland,  Air. 
AVire  was  presented  by  the  city  and  rail- 
road employes  with  a handsome  gold 
watch  as  an  expression  of  esteem.  Ilis  j 
call  to  Cleveland  at  that  time  was  to  ac-  ! 
cept  the  position  of  dockmaster  on  the  j 
“ Biff  Four,”  remaining  thereon  for  seven  1 
and  a half  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  j 
November  1,  1888,  he  returned  to  Lorain  to  j 


fill  the  then  vacant  position  of  assistant 
superintendent  for  the  C.  L.  A AY.  road, 
in  which  capacity  he  remained  one  year, 
and  was  then  given  charge  of  the  docks  as 
superintendent.  In  April,  1893,  he  left 
the  railroad  business,  and  moved  to  Glen- 
ville,  Ohio. 

In  1853  Air.  AVire  was  married  in  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  to  Aliss  Caroline  Rosette 
Powers,  of  Perry,  Lake  Co.,  Ohio,  a lady 
of  French  origin,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Samuel,  a machinist  in 
the  employ  of  the  C.  L.  & W.  Railroad 
Company  (he  is  married  to  a daughter  of 
Capt.  Coney,  of  Lorain),  and  Laura,  who 
is  a singing  Evangelist,  traveling  through- 
out  the  country.  Air.  AVire  is  a member 
of  the  F.  A A M.,  K.  of  H.  and  R.  A., 
and  of  the  Disciple  Church.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Republican. 


’ ICHOLAS  GRABEXSTETTER,  a 
well-known  farmer  citizen  of  Graf- 
ton township,  was  born  June  29, 
1820,  in  Baden,  Germany,  son  of 
Paul  and  Rosa  (Gross')  Grabenstet- 
ter,  farming  people  of  that  place. 

In  June,  1833,  the  family,  which  then 
consisted  of  the  parents  and  three  children 
— Xicholas,  Sophia  and  Alice — left  their 
native  country,  the  father  havino-  saved 

»//  # o 

enough  from  his  earnings  to  bring  them  to 
the  United  States.  They  embarked  at 
Havre,  France,  in  a full-rigged  sailing 
vessel,  and  after  a voyage  of  thirty-live 
days  landed  in  Xew  l'ork,  where  they  re- 
mained one  week,  strangers  in  a strange 
land.  They  then  took  a steamboat  to  Al- 
bany, thence  to  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  where 
they  remained  over  winter,  the  father 
doing  any  honest  labor  he  could  there  find, 
but  as  times  were  hard  Xicholas  could  find 
nothing  to  do.  In  May,  1834,  they  left 
Rochester,  traveling  by  canal  to  Buffalo, 
X.  Y.,  thence  by  steamboat  to  Cleveland, 
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Ohio,  where  they  remained  two  weeks, 
searching  for  land.  As  his  capital  was 
small,  Mr.  Grabenstetter  concluded  to  go 
to  Stark  county,  and  traveling  by  canal  to 
Bethlehem  (near  Massillon),  that  county, 
remained  three  weeks,  but  finding  himself 
unable  to  purchase  land  there,  returned  to 
Cleveland,  taking  the  same  route.  lie 
then  went  to  Liverpool  township,  Medina 
county,  where  he  purchased  forty-seven 
acres  at  four  dollars  per  acre,  which  land 
was  entirely  in  the  woods,  not  a tree  having 
been  cut,  or  a single  improvement  made 
thereon.  A rude  house,  constructed  of 
rough  boards  and  a couple  of  forked  stocks, 
was  put  up,  which,  though  wet  and  un- 
comfortable, served  as  a shelter  all  sum- 
mer. Setting  to  work  they  began  to  clear 
the  land,  though  during  the  first  year  they 
could  raise  nothing  but  garden  stuff,  and  a 
log  house  was  built,  which  was  later  sup- 
planted  by  one  of  hewn  logs.  Although 
wild  game  was  plentiful,  the  forest  teem- 
ing with  deer,  turkeys,  etc.,  they  could  not 
take  advantage  of  the  abundance,  as  they 
could  not  afford  firearms,  and  thus  they 
were  obliged  to  struggle  on  till  crops  grew 
better.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grabenstetter  re- 
sided on  this  farm  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  dying;  at  the  ages  of  eighty-five  and 

«/  c?  CJ  , l * 1 

eighty-three  years,  respectively,  and  were 
buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  in  Liver- 
pool township.  They  were  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  In  Rochester,  X.  Y., 
the  family  was  increased  by  one  child, 
Frank,  who  is  now  a farmer  in  Litchfield, 
Medina  county. 

Nicholas  Grabenstetter  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  attended  school  in  his  native 
country  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  LMited 
States.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  the  woods 
of  Liverpool  township,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  became  inured  to  hard  work,  and 
he  resided  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage. Our  subject  was  not  only  employed 
at  farm  labor,  but  also  worked  on  the  canal 
then  in  course  of  construction  at  Milan, 
Ohio,  before  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 


He  was  afterward  employed  on  various 
other  canals,  the  Tuscarawas  Canal,  the 
Erie  Canal,  the  Maumee  Canal,  etc.,  toiling 

.,  , t t O 

from  sunrise  to  sunset  tor  fifty  cents  a 
day,  and  all  his  earnings  went  to  assist  his 
father. 

In  1841  he  was  wedded  to  Mary  Yeager, 
a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  daughter  of 
Lawrence  Yeager,  who  came  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  Liverpool  township, 
Medina  county,  in  pioneer  times.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Grabenstetter  located  on  the 
farm  of  his  mother-in-law,  remainincr 
there  for  eight  years,  when  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  forty-five  acres  in  Grafton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county;  this  land  cost  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  he  was  obliged  to  o-o 
four  hundred  dollars  into  debt  for  same, 
but  by  hard  work  the  loan  was  soon  paid 
off.  lie  resided  thereon  until  1863,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  place,  then  com- 
nrisincr  ninety-eio-ht  acres,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  following  agricultural  pur- 
suits.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born 
eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
namely:  Odelia,  Sophia,  Alouys,  Andrew, 
Rosa  and  John.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  May  6,  1870,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Catholic  cemetery;  she  was  a member 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Grabenstet- 
ter has  been  a hard-working  man,  and  by 
his  industry  has  accumulated  a comfort- 
able property.  He  is  an  excellent  farmer, 
and  an  honest,  upright  business  man, 
highly  respected  and  esteemed.  lie  is  a 
lifelong  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  does  not  mix  in  politics;  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church. 


| M.  SEELYE,  a well-to-do  farmer  of 
k I!  Ridgeville  township,  where  he  owns 
\nJ  forty- four  acres  all  in  a good  state  of 
cultivation,  is  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  born  in  Avon  township,  July 
26,  1836. 
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He  is  the  son  of  Cornelius  and  Rachel 
("Smith)  Seelye,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York  State,  where  they  were  married,  and 
whence  in  an  early  day  they  came  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  the  woods  of  Avon  township, 
Lorain  county,  near  French  creek,  where 
Mrs.  Seelye  died  in  1843.  They  remained  , 
here  till  1847,  and  then  moved  to  Craw- 
ford county,  Mis.,  where  the  father  con- 
tinued to  live  until  1854,  in  which  year  he 
returned  to  Lorain  county,  taking  up  his 
home  in  La  Porte.  ILe  died  in  Avon  town- 
ship in  1866.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Seelye  married,  in  Avon  township,  Mary  ! 
Cadwell,  who  died  in  Elyria  in  1888.  By  j 
his  first  marriage  he  had  fourteen  children 
— seven  sons  and  seven  daughters — as  fol- 
lows: Humphrey,  married,  residing  in 
Wellington;  Esther,  who  married  John 
Cockrell,  and  died  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio; 
Joseph,  deceased  in  Iowa;  Thomas,  who 
resides  in  Michigan';  Phebe,  deceased  wife 
of  Hart  Smith,  of  New  York;  Elmira, 
who  was  the  wife  of  William  Hubbard, 
died  at  French  Creek;  Daniel,  married,  ; 
residing  in  Crawford  county,  Mis.; 
Phineas,  also  residing  in  Crawford  county, 
W is.;  J.  M.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Flor-  i 
entine,  who  married  Asa  Frary,  and  died 
in  Wayne  county,  Ohio;  Ursula,  wife  of 
William  Vandeveer,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.; 
McKindre,  who  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war  in 
Avon  township,  and  died  from  the  effects  of 
disease  contracted  in  the  service;  and  two 
others  whose  names  have  not  been  given. 
By  his  second  marriage  there  were  no 
children.  Politically  Mr.  Seelye  was  first 
a Whig,  later  a Republican. 

J.  M.  Seelye,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  part  at 
the  schools  of  Avon  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  in  part  at  those  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  whither  he  had  removed  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  After  a four 
years’  residence  there  he  returned  to  Lo- 
rain county,  and  in  Ridgeville  township 
worked  by  the  month  for  Randall  Stetson 
for  about  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  moved  to  Crawford  county,  Wis., 


sojourning  there  one  winter,  and  then 
coming  back  to  his  old  home  in  Ridgeville 
township.  Again  he  worked  for  Mr.  Stet- 
son, getting  out  lumber,  until  May,  1860, 
when  he  went  to  California,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business  till  1864,  in 
which  year  he  once  more  found  himself  in 
Ridgeville  township.  In  1866  he  made  a 
trip  to  Michigan,  where  in  Van  Buren 
county  he  bought  120  acres  of  land,  and 
farmed  three  years;  then  in  the  city  of 
Lawrence,  same  county,  he  conducted  a 
butchering  business  eight  years.  Next  we 
find  our  Protean  friend  in  the  lumber 
business,  buying  and  selling  until  1889, 
when  he  once  more  came  to  Ridgeville 
township  to  finally  remain. 

In  1866  J.  M.  Seelye  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Jane  M.  Stetson,  born 
in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  a 
daughter  of  Randall  and  Adeline  Stetson, 
and  by  this  union  there  was  one  son,  Ran- 
dall, who  died  in  Michigan  at  the  age  of 
six  years.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
straight  Llemocrat,  and  is  a member  of  the 
school  board. 


ENRY  A.  BARNES.  One  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  Rochester  town- 
ship, and  one  of  her  best  known 
and  most  honored  citizens,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  second  to  none  in  these 
respects. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  in  Worcester  county  April  23,  1827, 
a son  of  Moses  Barnes,  whose  nativity  was 
Becket,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.  W hen  the 
latter  was  nine  or  ten  years  old  his  father 
died,  leaving  ten  children,  some  of  whom 
were  bound  out  as  apprentices,  while 
Moses  and  others  of  the  younger  members 
of  the  family  were  kept  at  home.  In  his 
boyhood  he  suffered  from  a severe  attack 
of  fever,  which  resulted  in  his  being  left 
a cripple  for  life.  When  a young  man, 
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after  leaving  school,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  cloth  dresser.  In  1S33  Moses,  with  his 
wife  and  children,  set  out  for  Lorain  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  making  direct  for  Rochester 
township,  he  and  his  brother  Sumner  hav- 
ing traded  land  in  Massachusetts  for  200 
acres  in  that  township,  receiving  also  two 
hundred  dollars  as  “ boot  money.”  The  J 
journey  was  made  via  canal  and  lake,  and  i 
they  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Black 
river  in  Lorain  county,  where  they  hired 
an  ox-team  to  convey  them  to  Huntington 
township,  and  here  the  party  remained  at 
the  home  of  Jesse  Johnson,  an  acquaint- 
ance, during  the  illness  and  death  of  Silas, 
a son  of  Moses  Barnes  (Silas  was  the  first 
to  be  buried  in  Huntington  cemetery). 
They  then  settled  on  their  own  property  in 
Rochester  township,  where  they  had  hasti- 
ly built  a log  cabin,  which  at  first  had 
neither  door  nor  chimney,  but  was  soon 
afterward  much  improved,  both  in  appear- 
ance and  comfort.  The  land  was  all  cov- 
ered with  timber,  chiefly  beech  and  maple, 
and  wild  animals  were  numerous.  For 
their  milling  they  had  to  go  to  Hayesville, 
Ashland  county,  the  trip  occupying  two 
days. 

When  a young  man  Moses  Barnes  had 
married,  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  Miss  Eliza 
Stone,  a native  of  the  same  county,  and 
who  worked  in  a cotton  factory,  and  in 
that  State  were  born  to  them  children  as 
follows:  Henry  A.  (subject  of  sketch), 

Milo,  Silas  (already  referred  to),  and  Orin, 
who  died  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Milo  had 
rather  an  adventurous  life.  At  the  time 
of  the  breakincr  out  of  the  Civil  war  he 

O 

was  living  in  Arkansas,  where  he  was  ar- 
rested by  the  Confederates  as  a spy,  and 
was  confined  to  prison  three  months  and 
five  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
released  on  condition  of  his  enlisting  in 
the  Southern  army,  which  he  did,  serving 
one  year  as  a teamster.  But  securinor  a 
pass  one  day,  he  escaped  to  Fort  Scott, 
Kans.,  where  he  found  the  Third  Wiscon- 
sin Cavalry,  for  whom  he  acted  as  guide, 
but  was  shot  at  by  some  Confederates  and 

53 


wounded;  after  convalescence  he  enlisted 
in  the  Twelfth  O.  V.  I.  His  regi  merit 
was  sent  to  Johnson’s  Island  at  the  time 
of  the  “ Canada  scare,”  and  he  was  on  duty 
eight  hours  that  cold  New  Year’s  nhdit  of 

O . O 

18(33,  which  brought  on  a violent  cold  that 
settled  on  his  lungs,  causing  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  Island. 

In  Rochester  township  there  were  born 
seven  children  to  Moses  Barnes,  namely: 
Rachel,  who  married  Charles  Day,  and 
died  in  New  London,  Ohio;  William,  de- 
ceased at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
Alvira,  deceased  when  young;  John,  who 
died  during  the  Civil  war  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  of  smallpox,  while  a member  of  the 
Third  Ohio  Cavalry;  Johan,  deceased  when 
five  years  old;  Lecta,  deceased  in  infancy, 
and  Lewis,  now  living  on  the  old  home- 

O 

stead,  Rochester  Station,  Lorain  county. 
The  father  died  in  September,  1SSS,  in 
his  eighty-seventh  year,  the  mother  in 
March,  same  year,  at  the  age  ol  seventy- 
eight  years,  and  they  are  buried  in  Roch- 
ester cemetery.  They  were  exemplary 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  of  the 
first  class  formed  in  Rochester;  politically 
Mr.  Barnes  was  originally  a AY  big,  after- 
ward a Republican. 

Henry  A.  Barnes,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  was  six  years  old  when  the 
family  came  from  Massachusetts  to  Lorain 
county,  consequently  his  education  was 
limited.  He  attended  the  first  school 
taught  in  Rochester  township  by  Martha 
Fay,  she  receiving  one  dollar  a week,  and 
boarding  from  bouse  to  house;  the  funds 

O 

were  raised  by  subscription.  Her  walk 
to  the  schoolhouse,  never  less  than  two 
miles,  was  through  the  woods,  the  direc- 
tion being  found  by  marked  trees.  The 
old  school-buikliim  was  made  of  logs  about 
sixteen  feet  square.  Mr.  Barnes’  school- 
ing consisted  of  about  three  months  a year 
until  he  was  eighteen.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  began  working  away  from  the  pa- 
ternal roof,  first  on  the  farm  of  Dr.  Seager. 
of  Clarkstield  township,  Huron  county, 
later  for  Benjamin  Perkins,  of  Rochester, 
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Ohio,  four  years,  and  then  working  nearly 
a year  at  the  building  of  the  Cleveland 
& Columbus  Railroad.  After  his  marriage 
lie  settled  on  seventy  acres  of  dense  timber- 
covered  land  in  Rochester  township,  for 
which  he  paid  seven  dollars  per  acre,  and 
here  he  built  a rude  log  cabin,  12x16 
feet  inside.  This  was  the  happiest  era  of 
his  life,  and  from  time  to  time  he  added 
to  this  purchase  till  he  now  owns  180 
acres  of  as  rich  farm  land  as  can  be  found 
in  this  vicinity;  for  a part  of  this  he  paid 
fifty  dollars  per  acre,  and  had  placed  on  it 
all  of  the  modern  improvements. 

On  January  23.  1848,  Mr.  Barnes  was 
married  to  Miss  Polly  Day,  who  was  born 
in  New  London  township,  Huron  Co., 
Ohio,  June  20,  1S32,  and  died  May  31, 
1892,  in  her  sixtieth  year.  She  was  the 
youngest  child  of  Dr.  Samuel  Day,  who 
was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  New 
London  township.  She  was  left  an  or- 
phan at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  after 
which  she  took  care  of  herself,  making  her 
home  mostly  with  her  half-sister,  Mrs. 
Hendrix,  until  she  was  married  and  set- 
tled on  the  farm  in  Rochester  township, 
Lorain  county.  Here  by  their  united  ef- 
forts they  built  up  the  beautiful  home  and 
surroundings,  and  here  she  was  residing 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  viz.:  Samuel 

M.,  who  is  now  a farmer  in  Michigan; 
Eliza  (now  Mrs.  A.  G.  Fisher),  Rosina  1 
(M  rs.  John  Dagnan),  and  Matilda  (Mrs. 
Xelson  Robinson),  all  living  in  Welling- 
ton, Lorain  county,  Ohio;  Henry  AC.,  a 
farmer  on  the  homestead;  Clarence,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and  two  de- 
ceased in  infancy.  Five  of  these  yet  re- 
main to  comfort  their  father. 

Mrs.  Barnes  experienced  religion  thirty- 
seven  years  ago,  and  united  with  her  hus- 
band in  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Rochester, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  Although  in  poor 
health,  and  being  prevented  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  from  attending  public 
worship,  she  ever  lived  a faithful  and  con- 
sistent Christian  life.  She  was  a loving  I 


and  devoted  wife  and  mother.  Realizing 
that  her  end  was  near,  she  made  needful 
preparations  for  her  funeral,  which  was 
held  at  her  late  home  June  2,  1892,  and 
was  attended  by  a large  number  of  rela- 
tives and  friends,  after  which  she  was  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  at  Rochester. 

In  his  political  associations  our  subject 
is  a Republican,  and  he  served  his  township 
as  trustee  four  years.  He  is  a member  of 
and  steward  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  the 
Sabbath-school  of  which  he  was  superin- 
tendent some  five  years.  On  September 
10,  1893,  Mr.  Bai  ■ties  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Lina  Braman  (the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Belinda  Braman),  a resi- 
dent of  Rochester  and  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 


J 


ASSO  DELOS  PIIELON,  a resi- 
dent of  Huntington  township,  is  a 
native  of  same,  born  Auo-ust  31, 

7 O' 

1843,  a son  of  Delos  and  Louisa  Al. 

(Perkins)  Phelon. 

Thefatherof  our subjectw’as born  in  1812, 
in  Hartford  county,  Conn.,  whence  in  1833 
he  came  to  Ohio,  and  built  the  first  ware- 
house at  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  where 
is  now  the  thriving  town  of  Lorain  (he  had 
previously  visited  Cleveland  with  the  in- 
tention of  remaining,  but  returned  to  Con- 
necticut). At  this  place  he  carried  on  a 
forwarding  and  commission  business  from 
1S33  to  1837,  after  which  he  had  his  resi- 
dence for  a time  in  Sheffield  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  and  then  moved  to  Hunting- 
ton  township,  where  he  kept  a general 
merchandise  store,  and  also  farmed,  dying 
October  4,  1888;  his  wife  had  passed  away 
June  19,  same  year,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  seven  months,  ten  davs;  she 
was  born  in  Becket,  Berkshire  Co., 
Mass.  Air.  Phelon  in  his  political  asso- 
ciations was  originally  an  Old-line  Whig, 
but  in  later  years  changed  to  a Democrat. 
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They  were  the  parents  of  children  as  fol- 
lows: Daniel  W.,  who  resides  in  Kansas; 

Joseph  V.,  in  Huntington;  Deette,  wife  of 
L.  Chapman,  of  Rochester;  Mary,  wife  | 
of  G.  W.  Wilbur,  of  Hartland,  Huron  | 
county,  had  one  child,  George  J.,  who  died  j 
when  about  twelve  years  old;  and  T.  D.  j 
Grandfather  Phelon  was  born  in  Suffield,  ' 
Conn.,  and  died  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 

T.  D.  Phelon,  whose  name  opens  this  j 
sketch,  was  educated  at  the  common 
schools  of  Huntington,  his  summer  months  I 
being  occupied  in  learning  the  practical 
lessons  of  farm  life.  In  December,  1862,  | 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-eighth  O.  V.  I.,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  conflict,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  by  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment,  July  13,  1865.  On  his  return  home  j 
after  the  war  lie  took  up  agricultural  j 
pursuits,  and  has  since  successfully  con-  | 
tinue.d  in  same.  In  1869  he  married  Miss  i 
Adelaide  Koony,  born  in  Huntington  I 
township,  Lorain  county,  August  12,  1816,  ! 
and  one  child,  Flora  X.,  still  under  the  : 
parental  roof,  was  born  to  them.  Mr. 
Phelon  is  a Republican,  and  served  his  j 
township  as  trustee  two  or  three  terms;  he  j 
is  in  his  tenth  year  as  justice  of  the  peace,  i 
and  was  school  director  some  fifteen  years. 

Iu  1888  he  was  elected  county  cominis-  | 
sioner,  an  incumbency  he  is  vet  filling  with 
ability  and  fidelity.  Mr.  Phelon  owns  a 
large  tract  of  land,  on  which  part  of  the  i 
village  of  Huntington  now  stands.  He  is 
regarded  as  one  of  Lorain  county’s  stroncr- 
est  and  most  popular  citizens,  and  is  a 
prosperous  representative  agriculturist. 


OnRRIN  T.  BAKER,  retired  agricul- 
| turist,  and  a leading  prominent 
/ citizen  of  Lorain  county,  is  a native 
of  the  State  of  Hew  York,  born 
in  1818. 

His  father,  Elisha  Baker,  was  born  in 
Vermont  July  25,  1782,  and  died  in  Hew 


York  State  when  his  son  Orrin  T.  was  a 
child.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Davids,  who 
was  born  Kovember  11,  1787,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  children  as  follows:  Mary,  born 
December  23,  1812,  who  was  married  to 
Lucas  Adams,  and  resided  in  Michigan, 
where  she  died  January  11,  1891;  David, 
born  January  10, 1814,  who  died  in  Illinois; 
Elisha,  born  September  18,  1815,  who  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  shortly 
afterward,  in  Illinois,  from  the  effects  of 
exposure;  Hiram,  born  October  16,  1816, 
who  lives  in  Chittenden  county,  Vt.;  Orrin 
T.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch)  and  Alvin 
(twins),  born  in  1818;  and  George,  born 
February  6,  1819,  who  lives  in  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
at  the  public  schools  of  the  locality  of  his 
place  of  birth,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
was  bound  out  to  learn  the  trade  of  car- 
penter and  joiner  with  A.  L.  Cook,  serv- 
ing a seven  years’ apprenticeship  in  Hunt- 
ington township,  Chittenden  Co.,  Vt., 
whither  he  had  removed,  his  residence  be- 
ing in  an  adjoining  township.  In  1835  he 
came  to  Ohio  with  Mr.  Cook,  and  located 
in  Fitchville,  Huron  county,  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Huntington  and 
resumed  work  with  his  former  employer. 
In  course  of  time  he  formed  a partnership 
with  Mr.  Cook,  and  at  the  end  of  a year 
commenced  journeyman  work  for  himself. 
On  October  11,  1844,  he  married  Miss 
Lydia  O.  Perkins, a native  of  Bucket,  Berk- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  born  in  1S24.  a daughter 
of  Col.  Darius  and  Polly  (Dewey)  Perkins, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut. lie  was  a carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
in  1833  came  to  Ohio,  making  a settle- 
ment in  Huntington  Center,  Lorain  county, 
where  he  cleared  a farm  out  of  the  wild 
woods,  game  at  that  time  being  plentiful 
and  wild  animals  numerous.  Here  Mr. 
Perkins  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  his  wife  when  seventy-two  years 
old;  they  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Perkins 
was  a Whig.  They  were  the  parents  of 
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seven  children,  to  wit:  Milton  1).,  who 
married,  and  died  in  1873,  leaving  a 
family;  Mary  L.,  who  married  Delos 
Phelon,  both  now  deceased;  Orrin  M.,  who 
died  young;  Lydia  O.  and  Abel  Dewey 
(twins),  of  whom  Abel  died  in  1S92; 
Samuel  John,  who  died  in  1879;  and  Sarah 
J.,  wife  of  VV.  W.  Wells. 

After  marriage  our  subject  and  wife  re-  j 
mained  in  Huntington  township,  Lorain  i 
county,  till  1SG8,  when  they  came  to  the 
town  of  Wellington,  same  county,  and 
have  lived  in  their  present  home  twenty- 
two  years.  Durincr  his  entire  life  Mr. 
Baker  has  followed  his  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  made  sash,  doors  and 
blinds  in  the  winter  season,  also  contract- 
incT  for  the  building  of  houses,  etc.  When  1 
he  first  commenced  business  in  Huntington 
township,  there  were  some  fifteen  carpen-  j 
ters,  but  they  all  left,  leaving  him  in  un- 
disputed possession  of  the  field,  and  as  a 
result  he  put  up  more  buildings  in  Hunt- 
ington than  any  other  man.  In  that  town- 
ship he  owns  115  acres  of  land,  besides 
the  five  acres  on  which  his  home  stands  in 
Wellington.  Politically  Mr.  Baker  is  a 
Republican,  his  first  Presidential  vote 
being  cast  for  William  Henry  Harrison, 
while  in  principle  he  has  always  been 
anti-slavery  and  a Prohibitionist.  In  mat- 
ters of  religion  he  is  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  his  wife  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  She  is  a charter  member 
of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  and  was 
first  noble  grand  of  Lily  wood  Lodge,  of 
'Wellington.  Socially  Mr.  Baker  is  a mem- 
ber of  Lorain  Lodge  Xo.  281,  I.  O.  0.  F., 
and  has  passed  all  the  Chairs  of  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodge.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  this  honored  couple,  namely:  Ed- 
gar D.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows,  and 
Rosa  Ophelia,  born  in  April,  1852,  and 
married  to  M.  N.  Hill,  of  Kipton,  Ohio 
(they  have  two  children:  Leo  X.  and  Ora). 

Edgar  D.  Baker  was  born  in  Huntington 
township,  Lorain  county,  September  6, 
1845,  and  in  his  boyhood  winters  attended 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 


On  December  10,  1863,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  1,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
eighth  0.  Y.  L,  and  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  term  of  service  did  duty  on 
Johnson’s  Island  as  a private  orderly;  he 
was  discharged  in  July,  1865,  and  returned 
home.  In  1867  he  married  Miss  Ella 
Moore,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
three  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Maude  (born  August  31,  1870,  mar- 
ried to  Arthur  D.  Eglin,  of  Wellington, 
Ohio),  Lelia  Belle  and  Ray  O.  Mr.  E.  D. 
Baker  is  now  farming  on  the  homestead 

O 

in  Huntington  township.  He  is  a straight 
Republican,  and  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
in  which  he  has  filled  various  offices.  He 
is  agent  for  the  P.  A.  W.  Railroad,  and 
postmaster  at  Baker’s  Crossing. 


Jl  AMES  WYATT,  who  for  a quarter 

dot'  a century  has  been  one  of  the  suc- 
j cessful  farmers  of  Amherst  township, 
is  an  Englishman  by  birth,  born  in 
Devonshire  in  1825,  a son  of  James  and 
Hannah  (Rich)  Wyatt,  also  of  Devonshire, 
where  they  were  married,  and  where  the 
latter  died  in  1854. 

In  1854,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  the 
bereaved  father  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  children,  making  a settlement  in 
Chautauqua  county,  X.  Y.,  where  he  died 
the  same  year.  He  was  the  father  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Francis,  married,  and  liv- 
ing in  Minnesota;  James,  subject  of  sketch; 
John,  married,  a resident  and  pioneer  of 
Dodge  county.  Minn.;  Mary,  wife  of 
Samuel  .Kingston,  living  in  Decatur  coun- 
ty, Iowa;  Harriet,  wife  of  Edward  Dow, 
of  Corry,  Penn.;  Nancy,  widow  of  Charles 
Hines,  of  Evansville,  Wis. ; Anna,  married 
and  living  in  Dodge  county,  Minn.;  and 
Samuel  S.,  married,  and  a resident  of  Clay 
county,  Iowa. 

James  Wyatt,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
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native  county  in  England,  and  in  1854 
came  with  his  father  to  America,  and  to 
Chautauqua  county,  A.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  till  1867;  he  then  came 
westward  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  whence 
in  I860  he  moved  to  Lorain  county,  where 
he  has  since  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  18o5  our  subject  was  married  in 
Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Mrs.  Phinna 
N.  (Culver)  Arnold,  widow  of  Chauncey 
Arnold,  and  a native  of  New  York.  Two 
sons  were  born  to  this  union,  viz.:  George 

C. ,  married,  and  residing  in  Butler  county, 
Iowa  (he  has  three  children),  and  Frank 

D. ,  married,  and  living  on  a farm.  The 
mother  of  these  passed  away  July  9,  1892, 
and  on  November  6,  1893,  Mr.  Wyatt 
married  Mrs.  Ann  E.  Wilber.  Mr.- Wyatt 
in  National  elections  votes  the  Republican 
ticket.  He  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 


OYAL  HARRIS,  a prosperous  and 
substantial  agriculturist  of  Brown- 
SL  helm  township,  is  a native  of  same, 
born  on  his  present  farm,  April  4, 
1849. 


Thomas  Harris, .father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1797  in  Vermont,  whence 
when  eighteen  years  old  he  came  to  Erie 
county  (then  a part  of  Huron  county), 
Ohio,  with  his  parents.  His  father,  Nathan 
Harris,  after  a residence  of  some  years  in 
Ohio,  removed  to  Indiana,  where  he  died. 
Thomas  Harris  came  to  Lorain  county  in 
1847,  making  a settlement  in  the  woods, 
where  he  cleared  a farm.  He  was  married 
to  Sarah  Call,  a native  of  Essex  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  had  a family  of  thirteen 

children,  of  whom  the  following  is  a brief 

( 1 

record:  Betsy  married  Ambrose  Willard, 
and  died  in  Kansas  in  1890;  Harriet  mar- 
ried Henry  Barber,  of  Marshall  county, 
Iowa;  Sarah  was  the  wife  of  Richard  Dim- 
mick,  and  died  in  March,  1883;  Susan 
married  Obed  Noble,  of  Clay  county, 
Kans.;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  L.  Brown,  of 


Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  county;  Al- 
ma is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Hu  nicker,  of 
California;  Adelaide  is  married  to  David 
Neal,  of  Dallas  county,  Iowa;  Angeline  is 
the  wife  of  James  Bacon,  of  Marshall 
| county,  Iowa;  Fannie  died  at  the  age  of 
I three  years;  Cyrus  died  when  one  year 
j old ; Essex  resides  in  Brownhelm  township, 
j Lorain  county;  Charles  died  when  aged 
I thirteen  years;  Royal  is  the  subject  proper 
j of  this  memoir. 

Royal  Harris  received  his  education  in 
| the  public  schools  of  his  native  township, 

: and  was  reared  to  farming,  which  has 
I been  his  life  vocation.  In  1877  he  was 
married  to  Ella  Tappenden,  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Eliza  (Moody)  Tappenden,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Kent,  England,  the  latter  in  Montgomery 
county,  N.  Y.  The  father,  who  was  a 
cabinet  maker  by  trade,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  immigrated  to  New  York, 
whence  in  1872  he  removed  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  in  1873  to  Brownhelm  town- 
ship. Lorain  county,  where  he  died  in  1892 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years;  his  wife 
had  preceded  him  to  the  grave  in  1889. 
Mrs.  Royal  Harris  was  their  third  child. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  was  born  one 
child,  Jessie.  (Mrs.  Ella  Harris  died  in 
1878,  and  in  1882  Mr.  Harris  married 
Alice  Tappenden,  sister  to  his  first  wife, 
and  second  child  of  her  parents.  By  this 
union  there  are  two  children — Earl  and 
Nellie.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  is  a member  of  Ely  Lodge, 
No.  424,  F.  & A.  M. 


L.  COTTON,  widely 
prosperous  fruit 


known  as  a 


grower  and  gar- 
dener,  having  his  residence  in  North 
Amherst,  was  born  in  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  county,  in  1829. 
a son  of  George  Washington  and  Rachel 
(Smith)  Cotton. 
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The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Warren,  New  Hampshire,  in  1798.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  started  from  his  na- 
tive placeon  foot  for Trnxton,  N.  Y.,  whence 
be  paid  his  way  to  Ohio  by  driving  and 
caring  for  cattle.  After  his  arrival  he  did 
farm  labor  for  Jabez  L.  Burrell.  In  Shef- 
field township  he  married  Rachel  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Berkshire  county,  Mass., 
and  in  1832  they  moved  to  Elyria  town- 
ship, same  county,  and  opened  up  a fine 
farm.  lie  died  there  in  1865;  his  wife 
was  called  from  earth  in  September,  1850; 
in  politics  he  was  a strong  Whig.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Jerome  G.,  born  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship, Lorain  county;  died  in  Elyria  town- 
ship, in  1852,  was  one  of  the  first 
shorthand  reporters,  and  at  one  time  owned 
the  paper  in  Elyria,  now  edited  by  William 
A.  Braman  (he  was  employed  as  a reporter 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  about  three  years, 
for  the  New  York  Tribune  and  Cleveland 
Herald );  Charles  W..  also  born  in  Shef- 
field township  (he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war, 
in  Company  E,  Eirst  Ohio  Battery,  three 
years’  service);  Martha  R.  (widow  of 
Francis  A.  Younglove).  residing  in  Vir- 
ginia; X.  L.,  subject  of  sketch;  and  George 
J.,  born  in  Elyria  township,  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
O.  Y.  I.,  now  residing  in  Lansing,  Mich. 

Grandfather  Benjamin  Noys  Cotton,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  was  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  serving  eight  years;  was 
with  Gen.  Warren  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  and  was  present  through  the  winter 
at  Valley  Forge;  served  to  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  was  present  at  Washington’s 
farewell  address.  He  represented  his 
District  in  the  New  Hampshire  Legisla- 
ture four  times,  and  was  known  as  “old 
’76.”  He  came  to  Lorain  county  in  1836, 
making  his  home  in  Elyria  township,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

N.  L.  Cotton  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  of  Elyria  township,  Lorain  county, 
and  at  the  academy  in  the  town  of  Elvria, 


after  which  he  taught  school  for  a time  in 
Avon  township,  same  county.  Moving  to 
Kendall  county,  111.,  he  was  there  engaged 
in  fanning  about  two  years.  On  August 
6,  1862,  Mr.  Cotton  enlisted  in  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  county,  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  O.  V.  I.,  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  service  at  Camp  Mitch- 
ell, Ivy.,  September  7,  1S62.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Blue  Springs 
(Tenn.),  Armstrong  Hill,  Resaca,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Norse  Creek,  Atlanta,  right 
of  Atlanta,  and  Spring  Hill.  After  the 
Atlanta  campaign  his  regiment  was  made 
head-quarters  guard  for  the  Twenty- third 
Corps,  their  colonel  being  provost-marshal 
general  of  the  Department,  under  General 
Scofield,  whose  corps  moved  from  Flor- 
ence, Tenn.,  to  Cincinnati;  thence  to  Wasli- 
inoton,  D.  C.;  thence  by  steamer  to  Fort 
Fisher;  thence  through  Wilmington  and 
Goldsboro  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  where  it  was 
mustered  out.  Our  subject  was  discharged 
June  23,  1865,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
returned  home  to  Lorain  county,  and  to 
the  pursuits  of  peace.  For  some  years  he 
farmed  in  Sheffield  township,  and  in 
March,  1882,  he  moved  to  Amherst,  where 
he  embarked  in  his  present  business. 

On  November  27,  1851,  Mr.  Cotton 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  with  Miss  Caroline 

M.  Hecock,  a native  of  Herkimer  county, 

N. YL,  and  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sarah 
(Davis)  Hecock,  of  New  York  State,  who 
settled  in  Sheffield  township  in  1831.  The 
father  served  in  the  war  of  1812  as  a 
drummer  boy;  he  died  in  1876,  his  wife 
in  1875.  Grandfather  Silas  Hecock,  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  died  in  New  York; 
Grandfather  Davis  also  served  in  that 
struggle.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  L.  Cotton 
were  born  children  as  follows:  Clara  M., 
wife  of  Thomas  C.  Foote,  of  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  county;  Elmer  F.,  mar- 
ried and  livingin  Sheffield  township;  Cora 
B.,  wife  of  William  E.  Hart,  of  Lincoln, 
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Neb.;  Nellie  B.  and  Lillie  D.  (twins),  the 
former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  Stillman 
Cotton,  and  resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio 
(Lillie  D.  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years); 
Martha  II.,  married  to  Charles  Straw,  of 
Elyria,  Ohio;  Ina  S.,  a teacher,  and  Minnie, 
attending  school  at  Granville,  Ohio  (she 
had  been  teaching  for  a time  in  Lorain 
county).  In  his  political  sympathies  Mr. 
Cotton  is  a Republican;  for  ten  years  he 
served  as  trustee  of  Sheffield  township,  and 
for  several  years  as  j ustice  of  the  peace.  lie 
is  a member  of  Rice  Post  No.  118,  G.A.R., 
of  which  he  has  been  commander  and  chap- 
lain. In  church  relationship  he  and  his 
wife  are.  Baptists. 

Joshua  Smith,  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Cotton,  came  to  Lorain  county  in  1812, 
and  was  the  first  white  man  to  die  in  Shef- 
field township,  the  year  of  his  death  being 
1813.  His  daughter,  the  mother  of  Mr. 
Cotton,  was  the  first  white  woman  to  come 
into  the  township  of  Sheffield. 


E.  PARKER,  M.  D.,  the  pioneer  of 
the  medical  profession  at  Lorain, 
since  it  became  a town  of  any  prom- 
inence, was  born  November  20, 
1851,  at  Berea,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio, 
son  of  Dr.  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Sher- 
wood) Parker. 

The  father  was  born  in  Brunswick,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared,  and  received  his  medi- 
cal education  at  a college  in  Cincinnati, 
where  he  graduated.  lie  at  once  settled  in 
Berea,  Ohio,  and  there  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  in  which  to  some  ex- 
tent he  still  continues.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  was  a member  of  the  con- 
vention which  nominated  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  President.  Grandfather  Parker, 
who  was  an  early  pioneer  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  was  descended  from  emigrants  of 
the  same  name  who  came  from  England 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  settling  in 
Massachusetts. 


Dr.  II.  E.  Parker  was  reared  in  Berea, 
Ohio,  at  the  public  schools  of  which  place, 
and  at  Baldwin  University,  he  received  his 
early  education.  He  attended  his  first 
course  of  lectures  in  1876,  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  Hudson  School,  Cleveland, 
and  then,  in  1877,  began  a course  at  the 
Bennett  Medical  College,  Chicago,  whence 
he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1878.  He 
commenced  practice  at  Berea,  in  partner- 
ship with  his  father,  and  continued  in  same 
for  three  years,  or  until  June  7,  1881, 
when  he  located  in  Lorain,  South  End, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  The  Doctor 
is  practically  the  pioneer  of  the  South  End, 
having  erected  the  first  house  in  that  sec- 
tion, before  the  streets  were  even  opened, 
and  all  the  improvements  have  been  made 
since  his  settlement.  On  March  5,  1878, 
he  was  married, in  Medina  county,  to  Miss 
Cora  I.  McConnell,  a native  of  that  county, 
where  her  parents  (both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased)  were  early  settlers.  To  this 
union  has  been  born  one  child,  Lulu  V. 
Socially  our  subject  is  a member  of  Wood- 
land Lodge  No.  226  Iv.  of  P.,  in  which  he 
is  past  chancellor.  In  his  political  predi- 
lections he  is  a Republican,  and  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  board. 


El 


W.  SEMPLE,  proprietor  of  fash- 
ionable tonsorial  parlors  in  the  town 
of  Wellington,  is  a native  Virgin- 

O.  r? 

ian,  born  in  Fredericksburg,  May 
10,  1857,  a son  of  James  and  Rosa 
(Atkins)  Semple.  His  father,  by  profes- 
sion a French  chef  cle  cuisine , is  yet  living; 
his  mother  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  named  respectively:  John,  Delila, 
Daniel,  Maria,  James,  H.  W.  and  Lucinda. 

In  1858.  while  yet  an  infant,  our  sub- 
ject was  taken  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
here  he  was  reared  and  educated,  graduat- 
incr  in  1877;  he  also  learned  and  worked 
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at  his  trade  in  that  city.  In  1879  lie  en- 
tered the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  and  his  first 
experience  in  that  branch  of  the  public 
service  was  in  New  York  with  Prof.  Agas- 
siz, of  the  Zoological  Comparative  Mu- 
seum, at  Cambridge,  X.  Y.  Ilethen  went 
to  South  America,  Hay ti,  Jamaica,  and 
other  West  India  islands,  also  New  Or- 
leans and  many  other  seaports  and  water- 
ing places,  serving  over  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  was  offered  a posi- 
tion in  the  State  Department  in  Washing- 
ton, but  arrived  there  a day  too  late,  where- 
by he  not  only  did  not  get  the  new  position 
but  lost  the  old  one.  In  consequence  of  i 
this  he  returned  home,  coming  by  way  of 
Detroit,  where  he  had  relatives,  and  on  his  | 
arrival  in  Wellington  he  resumed  his  trade,  j 
working  for  eio-ht  years  for  one  man,  after 
which,  August  26,  1889,  he  opened  out  his  j 
present  place  of  business,  and  has  met 
with  unprecedented  success,  having  already 
four  chairs  in  his  establishment.  While  a 
resident  of  Washington  he  shaved  many 
prominent  men.  In  1884  Mr.  Semple 
married  Miss  Laura  A.  Shepherd.  A Re- 
publican  in  politics,  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  workings  of  his  party;  in  i 
matters  of  religion  he  and  his  wife  are 
Baptists. 


II-  HASTINGS,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  native-born  agri- 
culturists  of  LaGrange  township, 
was  born  June  20,  1827,  son  of 
Curtis  H.  Hastings. 

The  father  was  born  December  1,  1796, 
in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  eldest  of  ten 
children  born  to  Thomas  Hastings,  who 
first  saw  the  light  April  3,  1776.  Curtis 
H.  Hastings  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
and  was  married  in  his  native  county  to 
Miss  Pattie  Graves,  who  was  born  October 
23,  1S00.  While  residents  of  New  York 
State  they  had  children  as  follows:  Ashley, 
who  died  when  eighteen  or  nineteen  years 


old;  Wesley,  of  Penfield  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  Diana  S.,  now  Mrs.  Lyman 
C.  Crane,  of  Chatham,  Ohio.  In  June, 
IS 26,  lie  came  to  LaGrange  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.,  into  which  he  drove  the 
first  horse- team.  He  had  visited  Lorain 
county  before  settling,  walking  the  entire 
distance  from  New  York,  and  later  traded 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  that  State  for  a farm 
in  LaGrange  township,  whereon  he  located. 
But  little  of  this  land  had  been  cleared,  and 
his  cabin  was  the  third  , in  the  township, 
but  on  this  farm  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  After  coming  to  Ohio  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hastings  had  children  as  follows:  E. 
G.  and  E.  II.  (twins'),  who  were  the  first, 
white  male  children  born  in  LaGrange 
township;  a daughter  that  died  in  infancy 
unnamed;  Samuel,  a farmer  of  LaGrange; 
another  daughter  that  died  in  infancy  un- 
named; and  J.  Edson,  a farmer  of  La- 
Grange. The  mother  of  these  died  at  the 
age  of  forty  years,  and  Mr.  Hastings  then 
manned  Miss  Asenath  Amy,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  Frank,  who  married  and  died 
leaving  four  children. 

E.  II.  Hastings  was  born  one-fuurth  of 
a mile  from  his  present  farm,  ami  during 
his  youth  attended  the  common  schools  of 
the  vicinity  a few  weeks  each  year.  He 
was  reared  to  agricultural  life  on  the  home 
farm,  and  when  eighteen  years  old,  being 
of  a roving  disposition,  he  left  home  and 
hired  out  at  ten  dollars  a month  to  John- 
ston Rawson,  by  whom  he  was  employed 
for  five  seasons.  Then,  being  anxious  to 
return  to  school,  he  went  home,  but  after 
attending  for  only  a few  days  found  he  had 
not  time,  as  he  was  busy  threshing;  thus 
he  continued  to  work,  and,  saving  his 
money,  was  able  by  hard  work  to  pay  for 
some  land.  Havino-  cauo-ht  the  “ gold 

O O ' __ 

fever,”  he  started,  on  December  29,  1851, 
for  California,  going  from  LaGrange, 
Ohio,  by  rail  to  New  York,  where  he  took 
passage  on  a boat  going  around  Cape  Horn, 
with  two  companions,  William  Rockwood 
and  L.  L.  AYest,  who  went  as  far  as  Riode 
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Janeiro,  Brazil,  where  they  took  passage 
on  another  vessel,  while  the  “ Racehound 
lay  in  tliat  port  twelve  days  for  repairs. 
After  a voyage  of  six  months  and  three 
days  our  subject  landed  at  San  Francisco, 
where  he  was  taken  sick,  and  found  him- 
self, after  paying  a week’s  board  in  ad- 
vance, nearly  out  of  funds.  lie  entered 
the  State  Marine  Hospital  until  he  re- 
covered, and,  while  in  California,  he  had 
some  rather  hard  experiences,  being  with- 
out money  among  strangers.  Later, 
through  the  efforts  of  a farmer,  he  secured 
work  as  an  overseer,  aud  remained  away 
from  home  five  years,  also  working  in  the 
lumber  business  (on  Government  land), 
in  which  he  made  money.  On  the  way 
home  he  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Panama 
at  Aspin  wall,  and  after  remaining  in  his  na- 
tive place  for  two  weeks  he  returned  west 
in  company  with  three  others,  going  to  Mis- 
souri. Here  they  purchased  five  thousand 
head  of  sheep,  which  were  driven  across 
the  plains  to  California,  and  during  the 
trip  they  occupied  fifteen  days  in  crossing 
one  river,  the  South  Platte.  The  entire 
journey,  which  took  six  months,  was  very 
satisfactory,  being  comparatively  free  from 
loss,  and  after  reaching  their  destination 
Mr.  Hastings  kep>t  the  sheep  one  year.  Re- 
turning to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  he  passed 
the  winter  in  Pentield  township,  where  lie 
had  fifty  acres  of  land. 

There* he  was  married,  September  15, 
1859,  to  Rosanna  Dalton,  who  was  born  in 
Hew  York,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Dalton, 
and  the  young  couple  began  married  life 
in  a log  house,  on  a farm  in  Pentield  town- 
ship. In  the  spring  of  1860  they  located 
in  LaGrange  township,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  encraaed  in  farmino- and  stock 

o o o 

raising.  He  now  owns  226  acres  of  land 
in  LaGrange  township,  a house  and  three 
lots  in  Wellington  township,  and  one  and 
three-fourths  acres  in  the  corporation  of 
Mr.  Hastings  is  a successful 
and  shrewd  financier.  He 
voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  but  otherwise 
he  is  always  a Democrat  in  National  af- 


Wellington. 
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fairs.  On  April  12,  1891,  Mrs.  Hastings 
passed  from  earth,  and  was  buried  in  the 
East  cemetery  in  LaGrange  township;  she 
was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


GEORGE  W.  NOBLE,  a resident  of 
Elyria,  was  born  August  10,  1821, 
in  the  town  of  Warren,  Herkimer 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Llervey  and 
Phoebe  (Wilkinson)  Noble,  He  is 
descended  from  one  of  three  brothers  who 
in  a very  early  day  came  from  England  to 
the  New  World,  settling  in  Massachusetts. 


Hervev  Noble,  also  a native  of  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  April  1,  1795,  moved 
from  there  in  1819  to  Wilna,  Jefferson 
Co.,  same  State,  and  there  resided  till  June, 
1827,  when  he  came  to  Ohio,  settling  about 
one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  LaGrange, 
in  LaGrange  township,  and  there  followed 
farming.  He  died  June  16,  1871.  On 
December  15,  1815.  he  married  Miss 
Phoebe  Wilkinson,  who  died  in  LaGrange, 
Lorain  county,  April  23,  1870.  They  had 
a family  of  eight  children,  our  subject  be- 


ing second. 

Georo-e  W.  Noble  received  a limited 

O 

education  at  the  district  schools  of  La- 
Grange township,  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  till  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
acre,  at  which  time  he  commenced  house 

to  # 

building,  and  many  other  kinds  of  mechani- 
cal work;  for  eight  years  he  was  engaged 
in  a carriage  works  in  LaGrange;  then,  for 
five  years,  was  in  a store.  After  that  he 
bought  a foundry  and  machine  shop  at 
Liverpool,  Ohio,  conducting  same  nine- 
teen years,  doing  all  kinds  of  foundry 
work,  including  the  complete  making  ot 
engines.  He  has  made  carriages,  wagons, 
plows,  and  wood-sawing  machines,  with 
crreat  success,  a large  n umber  of  them  being 
sold.  In  this  he  continued  until  December 
6,  1881,  when  he  had  to  abandon  work  on 
account  of  his  failing  eyesight,  and  con- 
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eequently  sold  out.  He  then  moved  to 
Berea,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  eight  years, 
thence  proceeding  to  Cleveland  and  there 
remaining  till  October,  1891,  when  he 
came  to  Elyria,  Lorain  county. 

In  1845  Mr.  Noble  married  Miss  Jane 
E.  Garritt,  who  was  born  in  Saratoga  coun- 
ty, X.  Y.,  January  15,  1829,  and  three 
daughters  were  born  to  them,  as  follows: 

O 

Amanda  Helen,  now  the  widow  of  Erotus 
M.  Dixon,  has  her  residence  at  130  Herald 
St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio  (she  has  no  children); 
Melissa  Ellen,  the  wife  of  "William  Edgar 
Parmelee,  of  Elyria,  Lorain  Co..  Ohio,  has 
two  daughters  and  one  son : Charlotte 

CO 

Phoebe,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Rufus  V.  Gam- 
ble, of  Xew  London,  Ohio,  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Grace.  Politically  our  subject  has  al- 
ways been  a Republican,  but  says  that  he 
“ is  now  utterly  disgusted  with  all  parties. ” 
He  believes  in  “equal  rights  of  man  and 
woman  Liberty  for  all.  He  belongs  to 
no  Church,  Creed,  or  Lodge,  “ To  do 
yood ” being  his  only  religion:  Hoping, 

doubting,  and  trying  to  investigate  the 
great  mysteries  of  this  and  a future 
existence. 


E'DWIN  HALL,  a well-known  and 
widely-respected  retired  citizen  or 

I Elyria,  now  in  his  seventy-ninth 

year,  was  born  in  the  old  town  of 
Meriden,  Conn.,  in  April,  1S15,  and  when 
seven  years  old  was  brought  by  his  father 
to  Ohio. 

Avery  and  Lucy  (Bacon)  Hall,  parents 
of  Edwin  Hall,  were  of  Xew  England  de- 
scent,  and  the  more  remote  ancestors  of 
the  father  came  from  England,  while  those 
of  the  mother  (who  was  from  Connecticut), 
claimed  the  land  of  Scott  and  Burns  as  the 
place  of  their  nativity.  Avery  Hall  was 
born  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  in  1776,  whence 
he  removed  with  his  wife  (whom  he  had 
married  in  Meriden)  to  Berkshire  Hills, 
Mass.,  and  from  there  to  Xew  Connecti- 
cut, “Western  Reserve”  (now  Ohio), 


where  he  died  at  the  asm  of  eighty-five 
years.  He  had  been  an  industrious  and 
well-to-do  farmer  all  his  life.  He  was  a 
member  of  and  for  a long  time  chorister 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
denomination  at  Meriden  his  oreat-grand- 
father  had  been  a preacher.  Politically  he 
was  an  Old -school  Democrat,  and  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  Andrew  Jackson.  At 
the  time  of  the  burning  of  Xew  London, 
Conn.,  by  the  British  during  the  war  of 
1812,  he  was  living  at  Meriden,  and  with 
others  went  to  see  the  conflagration. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  primitive 
schools  of  Lorain  county,  whither,  as 
already  related,  he  had  come  when  a lad. 
The  country  was  wild  and  uncleared  of  the 
timber  and  underbrush,  and  Mr.  Hall  re- 
j members  of  having  been  chased  by  wolves 
on  two  different  occasions,  but  he  came  to 
learn  the  habits  of  these  animals  and  so 
knew  how  to  elude  them.  He  remained 
a few  years  on  the  farm  with  his  father  in 
what  is  now  the  southern  extremity  of  Lo- 
rain county,  and  then,  having  a desire  to 
revisit  the  scenes  of  his  early  boyhood,  re- 
turned to  Connecticut;  but  his.  health 
failing  after  a short  time,  by  the  advice  of 
his  physician  he  set  out  on  a sea  voyage  on 
a merchantman,  for  China.  This  trip 
lasted  one  and  one-half  years,  and  in  1837 
he  returned  to  Lorain  county,  again,  how- 
ever, after  a short  sojourn,  to  pay  a visit 
to  his  native  place  in  Connecticut.  In 
1838  he  once  more  returned  to  Lorain 
county,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
In  1840  he  entered  mercantile  business,  in 
which  he  remained  a number  of  years. 

In  1840  Mr.  Hall  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Beebe,  daughter  of  A.  Beebe,  who 
| was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Elyria, 

! who  built  the  “ Beebe  House,”  which  had 
a good  reputation  among  the  traveling 
men.  Mr.  Hall  was  the  successful  pro- 
prietor of  this  house  for  more  than  twelve 
years,  and  was  known  as  a temperance 
man  in  principle  and  practice,  never  using 
or  selling  liquor  himself,  or  renting  any  of 
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li is  buildings  for  the  sale  of  it.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  viz.: 
Mary  Beebe,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years;  and  Helen  F.,  who  married 
Rush  R.  Sloane,  and  has  two  children, 
Helen  and  Mary.  Politically  Mr.  Hall  is 
a stanch  Republican.  He  and  his  wife 
live  on  the  spot  in  which  they  began  life 
together  in  18-10,  enjoying  life  amid  the 
scenes  of  early  days. 


If  AMES  S.  BALDWIN,  one  of  the 
k.  f leading  farmers  of  Pittsfield  town- 
U ship, was  born  August  5, 1839,  in  Corn- 
wall, Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  He  is  the 
fifth  son  and  seventh  child  in  a family  of 
nine  children  born  to  William  and  Julia 
(Trafford)  Baldwin,  as  follows:  William  LI., 
a lumber  dealer  of  Lee,  Mass. ; Mary  E.,  de- 
ceased at  the  age  of  twenty;  Noah,  died  in 
infancv;  Leeta,  who  married  Joseph  W. 
Gaines,  of  Cleveland  (both  are  now  de- 
ceased); Horace  F.,  a retired  citizen  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.;  Russell  P.,  of  Pen- 
field,  Ohio;  James  S.,  who  will  receive 
mention  farther  on;  Edward  D.,  a grain 
dealer  of  Detroit  City,  Minn.;  and  Frank 
C.,  a mechanic  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

James  S.  Baldwin  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools,  and  was  reared  to 
the  duties  of  agricultural  life.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty-one  years 
old,  and  then  resided  for  some  time  with 
John  Adams,  of  Salisbury,  Conn.,  working 
a farm  on  shares.  On  December  31,  1SG3, 
he  was  married  to  Delphene  L.  Gray,  who 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Augustus  B.  Gray,  a farmer,  and  after 
marriage  the  young  couple  spent  two  years 
in  their  native  State,  one  year  on  a farm, 
the  other  in  Falls  Village.  In  the  spring 
of  1866  they  migrated  to  Ohio,  and  rented 
a farm  in  the  western  part  of  Pittsfield 
township,  where  they  resided  two  years. 
They  next  took  up  their  residence  in 


Wellington  township,  where  they  remained 
three  years,  and  in  1872  bought  eighty 
acres  in  Pittsfield  township,  from  Horatio 
Gates,  to  which  they  removed;  Mr.  Bald- 
win has  since  added  to  this  farm,  which 
now  comprises  205  acres  of  excellent  land. 
He  has  erected  several  farm  buildings,  and 
his  residence  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  in 
the  township.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
Republican,  though  not  strictly  partisan, 
and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
in  various  other  local  positions  of  trust. 
He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  also 
takes  great  personal  interest  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  business  men  of  his  township; 
he  deals  extensively  in  poultry,  shipping 
mostly  to  New  Haven.  Conn.,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  Lorain  county  in  tin's 
line.  He  also  deals  in  stock  and  produce, 
which  he  ships  to  larger  markets;  he  has 
reared  some  fine-bred  Chester  White  hoo-s 
and  registered  cattle,  and  his  stock  of  ail 
kinds  is  excellent.  His  father  being  a 
poor  man,  Mr.  Baldwin  started  in  life  with 
a capital  of  thirty-seven  cents,  and  his  suc- 
cess has  been  due  to  his  energetic,  pro- 
gressive and  industrious  habits,  his  enter- 
prise being  well  known  throughout  the 
county.  He  is  fond  of  reading,  and  keeps 
himself  well  abreast  of  the  times. 


[fICHOLAS  DIEDERICII,  one  of 
the  leading  representative  agricul- 
turists of  Sheffield  township,  is  a 
native  of  same,  born  in  1819. 

Ilis  father,  John  Diederich,  was 
born  November  28,  1805,  in  Germany,  and 
was  there  married  October  29,  1832,  to 
Gertrude  Sauerence,  also  a native  of  the 
Fatherland,  born  June  22,  1814.  In  1843 
the  family  sailed  from  Antwerp  to  New 
York,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  reaching  the  city  August  4. 
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In  November  of  the  same  year  t lie  father 
boucrht  and  settled  on  the  farm  in  Sheffield 
township,  now  occupied  by  his  son  Nicho- 
las. Nine  children — four  sons  and  live 
daughters — were  born  to  John  and  Ger- 
trude Diederich,  as  follows:  Matthias, 
born  November  15,  1833,  now  a ship  car- 
penter in  Cleveland;  Catherine,  in  Shef- 
field; Peter,  in  Cleveland;  Margaret,  who  j 
died  in  December,  1874.  in  Tennessee;  j 
Nicholas;  Gertrude,  in  Milan,  Ohio;  Anna 
C.,  wife  of  Anton  Born,  of  Avon  town- 
ship, Lorain  county;  Frank,  at  North 
Ridgeville;  and  Mary  C.,  living  in  Cuya- 
hoga county,  Ohio.  The  parents  are  yet 
living. 

Nicholas  Diederich,  the  subject  proper 
of  these  lines,  received  a fair  common- 
school  education,  and  was  trained  to  the 
pursuits  of  the  farm.  He  now  owns  a tine 
property  of  seventy-six  acres  highly  cul- 
tivated land,  and  does  an  extensive  general 
farming  business. 

In  1878  Mr.  Diederich  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Burkhart,  who  died  November 
7,  1880,  and  in  1885  our  subject  wedded 
Catherine  Schneider,  to  which  union  six 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  Theresa, 
October  2,  1885;  Juliet,  January  11, 1887. 
died  March  17,  same  year;  Lidwina,  July 
3,  1888;  Zitta,  October  20,  1889;  Amanda, 
November  6,  1891,  and  Leonardo,  March 
23,  1893.  In  politics  Mr.  Diederich  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  served  as  township 
trustee  since  1881,  having  been  recently 
reelected  for  another  term;  for  several 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board. 


If  F.  HASERODT,  a popular  and 
v IJ  progressive  citizen  of  Elyria,  where 
vy  lie  carries  on  a prosperous  harness 
business,  was  born  in  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  July  8.  1836,  a son  of  II.  C.  and 
Margaret  (Berdz)  Ilaserodt,  natives  of 
Prussia. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to 
America  in  1834,  and  made  a permanent 


settlement  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where 
the  father  carried  on  harness  making  and 
farming;  he  was  born  in  1799,  and  died 
in  1887,  aged  eighty-eight  years  and  four 
months;  the  mother  was  born  in  1807, 
and  passed  away  in  1891.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  Ilase- 
rodt received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools,  which  was  supplemented  with 
considerable  private  study  and  close  obser- 
vation of  men  and  things.  He  learned 
his  trade  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  being  ap- 
prenticed to  it  at  the  age  of  about  seven- 
teen years.  In  1857  he  proceeded  to  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  and  there  remained  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
when  he  came  north  to  Pittsburgh,  Penn., 
and  after  a sojourn  there  of  some  eight 
months  returned  to  Cleveland,  becoming 
foreman  of  a harness  shop  in  that  city. 
His  business  was  such  that  he  could  not 
join  the  Union  army,  but  he  furnished  a 
substitute.  In  1867  lie  went  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Medina  county,  and  there  remained 
thirteen  years,  in  1880  moving  thence  to 
Elyria,  where  he  opened  out  his  present 
business.  He  makes  a specialty  of  light 
harness,  and  his  trade  is  not  confined  to 
Lorain  county,  for  lie  ships  full  harness 
sets  to  Chicago,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  other  cities.  Mr.  Ilaserodt  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  expert  harness 
makers  in  the  country,  and  commands  a 
wide  custom. 

In  1862  he  was  married,  in  Cleveland, 
to  "Miss  Johanna  NT.  Meyer,  and  eleven 
children  have  blessed  their  union,  viz.: 
Lillie,  George,  Henry,  Edmund,  William, 
Otto,  Oscar,  Paul,  Violet.  Mauuel  and 
Elmer.  Mr.  Ilaserodt  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  in  1389  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council  from  the  Fourth 
Ward,  to  which  position  lie  has  since  been 
twice  reelected,  his  third  term  expiring 
in  1895.  In  church  connection  he  is  an 
Evangelical  Lutheran,  and  has  occupied 
the  position  of  elder  in  St.  John’s  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  for  six  years,  at 
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present  serving  his  third  term.  On  Mr. 
Haserodt’s  settlement  in  Elyria,  he  bought 
a lot  on  which  his  father  built  a house. 
ITe  then  removed  his  aged  parents  to  the 
house,  ad  joining  his  own.  and  to  the  day 
of  their  death  he  cared  for  them  with  true 
filial  devotion. 


A.  BARNES,  M.  D.,  a practicing 

Li  physician  and  surgeon  of  Lorain,  is 
j a native  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  born  in 
1853,  a son  of  Dr.  L.  and  Julia 
(Moulton)  Barnes,  the  father  a native  of 
Connecticut,  the  mother  of  Vermont. 

When  a boy  Dr.  L.  Barnes  came  from 
his  native  State  to  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared,  and  where  he  mar- 
ried. He  has  been  a practicing  physician 
for  over  forty  years,  and  he  and  his  wife 
now  reside  in  Lorain,  Ohio,  whither  they 
had  come  in  188S.  Grandfather  Mallory 
Barnes,  a native  of  Connecticut,  became  an  i 
early  pioneer  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  of  ! 
which  he  was  in  his  day  a prominent  citi-  i 
xen,  closely  identified  with  its  best  inter- 
ests. He  and  his  wife  both  died  there. 
The  parents  of  subject  reared  a family  of 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing. One  son,  Lerov,  enlisted  in  Delaware 
county,  Ohio,  in  1861.  in  Company  C, 
Fourth  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  four  years  in 
the  army  of  the  West;  he  is  now  a prac- 
ticing physician  in  Laramie.  Wyoming. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio, 
after  which  he  attended  the  college  at 
Delaware.  On  completing  his  course  there, 
he  entered  Columbus  (Ohio)  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1878,  and  afterward  further  con- 
tinued the  study  of  medicine  in  Cleveland 
Medical  Institute,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1880.  The  Doctor  then  prac- 
ticed his  chosen  profession,  in  connection 
with  his  father,  in  Delaware,  two  years, 


and  continued  in  same,  alone,  at  Mechanics- 
burg,  Champaign  county,  same  State, 
until  1882,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Lo- 
rain county,  locating  in  Ivipton,  whence, 
in  1888,  he  removed  to  Lorain,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  now  been  some  thir- 
teen continuous  years  in  the  profession,  and 
is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a large  and  lucra- 
tive practice. 

In  1882,  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio, 
Dr.  L.  A.  Barnes  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  Davis,  of  that  county, 
i daughter  of  Martin  Van  Buren  and  Eliza- 
beth (Miller)  Davis,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maine,  respectively,  and  early 
pioneers  of  Champaign  county,  where  the 
j father  died  in  1891;  the  mother  now  re- 
i sides  in  Mechaniesburg.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

| Barnes  have  been  born  three  daughters: 
; Clara,  Ida  and  Lucille.  Our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 

r -T  *P  . 7 

lent  No.  1,  Lorain,  and  is  examining 


of  Woodland  Lodo-e  No.  226,  Lorain, 

. O 

Knights  of  Pythias. 


C.  FOSTER.  The  gentleman  here 
p named  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
known,  well-to-do  citizens  of  North 
Amherst.  He  is  a native  of  the 
township,  born  September  1,  1827,  a son 
of  Elisha  Foster,  Jr.,  and  Anna  Maria 
1 (Mason)  Foster. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  Oc- 
tober 15,  1795,  in  Vermont,  whence  when 
a young  man  he  moved  to  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y.  Here  he  resided  until  1815, 
when  he  came  west  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Avon  township,  Lorain  county,  having 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
cleared  and  cultivated;  but  in  about  a 
; couple  of  years  (in  1817)  he  came  to  Am- 
herst township,  where  lie  passed  the  rest 
of  his  days,  dying  January  23',  1812,  the 
owner  of  309  acres  of  excellent  farm  land. 


1042 


L GRAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


In  his  political  preferences  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. His  widow  is  jet.  living  on  the  home 
farm  with  her  daughter,  Mary  M.,  and  is 
one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Amherst 
township.  They  had  five  children — three 
sons  and  two  daughters — viz. : Leonard, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  E.  C., 
subject  of  tins  sketch;  Parks,  a resident  of 
Elyria;  Mary  M.,  wife  of  Ezra  Straw,  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead;  and  Martha, 
wife  of  S.  Porter,  of  St.  Louis,  Michigan. 

Elisha  Foster,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  sub- 
ject,  was  a native  of  Boston,  Mass.  lie 
came  from  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
Lorain  county,  in  1815,  with  his  wife,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  He  died  in  1833 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  his  wife  having  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  grave  in  September,  1828. 

E.  C.  Foster,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his  place 
of  birth,  and  was  reared  to  fanning  pur- 
suits, which  he  followed  until  18C7.  In 
that  year,  he  and  his  bother,  Parks,  bought 
out  a stone  quarry  which  they  successfully 
operated  some  time,  and  then  sold  out. 
On  June  10,  1847,  Mr.  Foster  married 
Miss  Mary  M.  Aiken,  who  was  born  in 
Brooklyn  township,  Cuyhoga  Co.,  Ohio, 
August  25,  1831.  Fourchildren  were  born 
to  this  union,  namely:  (1)  Orlando  E.,  now 
on  a farm  in  Amherst  township,  was  born 
March  23,  1848,  married  Sophia  Lesley, 
and  has  two  children:  Edwin  E.  and  Cora 
U.,  of  whom  Edwin  E.  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  Elyria  High 
School,  and  is  now  teaching  school;  (2)  As . 
Franklin  was  born  June  23,  1849,  married 
Lillian  A.  "Wolcott  March  17,  1872,  and 
lives  on  the  old  homestead;  (3)  Ella  XJ. , 
born  May  22,  1851,  was  married  to  "Will- 
iam Hutton,  foreman  in  a stone  quarry, 
and  they  have  two  sons:  Willie  and  Frank; 
(4)  Mrs.  F.  M.  Barber,  of  Amherst,  whose 
husband  is  a traveling  man,  has  one  son, 
Joseph  E.  Barber,  now  in  Elyria  High 
School. 

Mr.  Foster  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful in  all  his  business  enterprises,  of  which 


there  were  some  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  also 
real-estate  interests.  He  is  a stockholder 
in  the  Lorain  Steamship  Company,  etc. 
Politically  he  has  been  a Republican  since 
the  birth  of  that  party,  and  he  is  an  hon- 
ored citizen,  respected  for  his  integrity 
and  moral  worth,  and  for  the  valuable  as- 
sistance he  has  rendered  in  developing  the 
resources  of  his  native  county. 


L.  SEARS,  prominent  and  infiuen- 
j « tial  among  the  prosperous  agricul- 
LJL  turists  of  Elyria  township,  is  a native 
of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Lenox, 
Berkshire  county,  April  8,  1825. 

The  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
worthy  member,  come  of  English  ances- 
try, two  brothers,  Paul  and  Silas  Sears, 
havino  emiorated  from  England  to  Amer- 
ica  about  the  year  1600,  and  from  Paul  our 
subject  is  descended.  Zachariah  Sears, 
father  of  L.  L.,  also  a native  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He 
married  Miss  Almira  Butler,  also  of  the 
Bay  State,  and  they  both  died  there.  2s  ine 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  three 
are  yet  living,  viz.:  James,  who  resides  in 
Pittsfield,  Mass.;  Polly,  who  was  married 
to  George  Whittaker,  and  resides  in  Marl- 
borough, Mass.:  and  L.  L.,  subject  of  this 
memoir. 

L.  L.  Sears,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly  relates,  was  educated  in  his 
native  Sfate,  and  was  trained  to  the  duties 
of  the  farm.  He  has  been  twice  married: 
first  time  in  1848  to  Miss  Sarah  Schofield, 
by  whom  he  has  one  son,  George  L..  a fio- 
rist  and  manufacturer  of  pottery  in  Elyria. 
Mr.  Sears’  second  wife  was  Miss  Charlotte 
Schofield,  whom  he  wedded  in  1858,  and 
by  this  union  there  is  one  child,  Lillian,  a 
young  lady  of  bright  natural  ability,  and 
well  educated;  she  is  a popular  school 
teacher,  having  taught  first  in  Carlisle 
township,  Lorain  county,  then  in  the  high 
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school  at  Mentor,  same  State,  and  is  now 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  in 
Mentor.  She  graduated  in  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
class  of  1890. 

In  18G1  Mr.  Sears  came  to  Ohio,  first 
locating  in  Medina  county,  then  in  1867 
settling  in  Lorain  county  on  a farm  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  Elyria,  which  he 
subsequently  sold,  purchasing  his  present 
fine  property.  A Republican  in  politics, 
he  is  one  of  the  active  and  influential  adher- 
ents of  the  party,  is  a member  of  the  school 
board,  and  has  served  as  township  trustee. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Elyria. 


? OS  EE  II  GANNETT,  Wellington. 

d||  This  gentleman  is  descended  from 
) Benjamin  Gannett,  one  of  three 
— stalwart  brothers  who  in  an  early  day 
came  from  England  to  America,  he  settling 
in  Suffolk  county,  Mass.,  the  other  two  in 
Virginia,  but  of  whom  nothinc  is  known 
than  that  they  both  died  bachelors,  intes- 
tate, and  their  property  went  to  the  State. 

Jacob  Gannett,  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  born  in  Suffolk  county.  Mass.;  he  was 
a millwright  by  trade,  went  to  New  York 
State,  and  died  there  at  the  advanced  age 

. O 

of  eighty  four  years.  Joseph,  his  son, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  July  3,  1776, 
and  died  March  10,  1847,  in  Spencer, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  When  a child  his 
parents  moved  to  New  York  State,  where 
he  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Ontario  county, 
near  Palmyra,  receiving  hut  a limited  sub- 
scription-school  education.  He  was  mar- 
ried there  to  a Miss  Craft,  by  which  union 
there  were  three  children:  El  lit,  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  A.  Hill,  and  resided  in  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  and  Genesee  county,  N.  Y., 
finally  moving  to  Spencer,  Medina  Co., 
Ohio,  where  she  died;  Ruth,  who  married 
R.  Smith,  and  they  lived  near  Spencer, 
Medina  county,  afterward  in  Wisconsin, 


where  she  died;  and  Olive,  the  deceased 
wife  of  S.  Smith,  lived  in  Wellington  vil- 
lage. The  mother  of  these  died,  and  the 
father  then  married  Miss  Martha  Stone, 
by  whom  there  were  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch;  Hannah,  who  was  married  to  Mr. 
Nooney,  and  died  of  pneumonia  in  No- 
vember, 1893;  Alvin,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years,  resided  in  Spencer, 
Medina  county  (lie  left  a family),  and  Mary 
Jane  (who  never  married),  killed  in  a run- 
away when  she  was  thirtj7-four  years  of 
age.  When  the  family  came  to  Ohio,  the 
journey  was  made'  in  a wagon,  the  dis- 
tance being  over  300  miles,  and  occupying 
about  three  weeks.  They  arrived  in  the 
month  of  .November,  and  at  once  located 
in  Spencer  township,  Medina  county,  the 
father  having  taken  up  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  there  by  trading  his  New  York 
farm  for  same.  Here  the  parents  of  our 
subject  passed  the  rest  of  their  days,  the 
mother  dying  in  1869  aged  eighty-four 
years,  having  been  born  in  1785;  the 
father  was  a Close  Communion  Baptist, 
and  in  his  political  sympathies  a Whig  and 
Republican.  He  was  a very  strong  man, 
of  tine  physique,  standing  six  feet  in  his 

stockings. 

© 

Joseph  Gannett,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Ontario  county,  N.  Y., 
near  Palmyra,  February  6,  1819.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  came  with  the  rest  of  the 
! family  toSpencer  township,  Medina  county, 
and  after  leaving  school,  which  in  those 
early  days  was  of  a very  primitive  nature, 
he  took  up  the  private  study  of  sciences, 
including  philosophy,  astronomy,  etc.  In 
Medina  county  he  carried  on  mixed  farm- 
ing, including  dairying,  and  owned  160 
acres  of  good  land.  In  1871  he  moved 
from  there  to  Wellington  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  228 
acres,  all  in  one  body,  located  in  the  corner 
of  the  corporation  of  the  village  of  Welling- 
ton. In  1841  Air.  Gannett  was  married  to 
Miss  Orra  Warner,  sister  to  S.  S.  Warner, 
ex-treasurer  of  Ohio,  and  they  had  one 


' 


1044 


LORA  IN  COUNTY , OIUO. 


child,  Channcey  "Warner,  who  married,  and 
had  four  children:  Orra  E.,  Jo,  Elmer  K. 
and  Channcey  AY. ; he  died  June  5,  1800. 
aged  thirty  nine  years.  This  wife  was 
called  from  earth  in  September,  1850,  at 
the  early  age  of  twenty-six  years,  and  in 
1851  Mr.  Gannett  wedded  her  sister,  Aliss 
Emma  C.  Warner,  by  which  union  there 
were  two  children;  Cora  E.  and  Mary  Eliza, 
the  youngest  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  months.  Politically  our  subject 
was  a straight  AVhig  and  Republican  til! 
the  last  State  election,  when  he  voted  the 
Prohibition  ticket  ; he  cast  his  first  vote  for 
W.  II.  Harrison,  and  supported  Birney  and 
Hall.  In  matters  of  religion  he  is  liberal, 
with  leanings  toward  the  Unitarian  faith. 
[Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  been 
informed  of  the  death  of  Air.  Joseph  Gan- 
nett. He  died  November  2,  1893,  of 
pneumonia,  after  three  days’  illness;  his  sis- 
ter, Hannah,  died  of  the  same  disease  two 
weeks  later. — Editor. 


RECKEN  RIDGE.  Norman  Breck- 
enridge,  a native  of  Vermont,  when 
/ a young  man  came  to  New  York 
State,  and  in  Orange  county  mar- 
ried Triphena  Rosencrans,  who  was  born 
in  that  State. 

In  Oswego  county  Norman  Brecken- 
ridge  carried  on  farming,  and  here  three 
children  were  born  to  him,  as  follows: 
Alonzo  L.,  living  in  Kipton;  Norman,  who 
was  a member  of  the  Twenty-third  O.  V.  I., 
and  was  killed  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion: 
and  Alary,  now  Airs.  Arnold,  of  Oberlin, 
Ohio.  In  1831  the  family  came  to  Ohio 
by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie, 
first  locating  in  Wakeman  township.  Huron 
county,  and  then  in  the  spring  of  1835  re- 
moving to  Camden  township,  Lorain 
county,  settling  east  of  the  center,  where 
the  father  bought  sixty-six  acres  of  wild 
land  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre, 


which  by  steady  industry  he  was  not  long 
in  converting  into  a fine  farm.  Here  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1800. 
Airs.  Breckenridge,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  removed  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where 
she  remained  until  her  death  in  1876,  and 
they  now  repose  side  by  side  in  Camden 
cemetery.  The  children  born  to  them  in 
Ohio  are  as  follows:  Daniel  AY.,  B.  F., 
J.  A.,  Henry  C.  and  Frances  (Mrs.  R.  II. 
Lamphier),  all  in  Michigan  (except  B.  FA, 
where  the  first  named  is  a merchant.  Po- 
litically the  father  was  a stanch  Whig  and 
Republican,  and  served  with  fidelity  and 
ability  in  various  offices  of  trust  in  his 
township.  He  was  a devout  and  liberal 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church  (which 
was  removed  from  the  center  of  Camden 
township  to  Kipton),  and  was  a highly 
esteemed  citizen. 

Alonzo  L.  Breckenridge  (eldest  son  of 
Norman  Brec  ken  ridge),  well  known  in 
the  Commercial  circles  of  northern  Ohio, 
more  especially  in  Lorain  county,  where 
his  business  for  the  most  part  has  been 
conducted,  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  in  Oswego  county  October  20,  1831. 

In  1834,  then  a three-year-old  boy,  he 
was  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  father,  the 

D _ . rrr  ^ 

family  locating  in  Wakeman  township. 
Huron  county,  and  then  in  rhe  spring  of 
1835  removing  to  Camden  township.  Lo- 
rain county,  where  the  father  bought  sixty- 
six  acres  of  wild  land  at  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  which  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  family  he  ere  long  converted 
into  a fertile  farm.  Here  young  Alonzo 
attended,  a few  months  in  the  winter  time, 
the  primitive  subscription  schools  of  those 
early  days,  his  first  teacher  being  a Aliss 
Parker,  while  his  summer  months  were 
devoted  to  workincr  on  his  father’s  farms. 

O 

At  the  acre  of  eighteen  he  hired  out  to 
farm  work  at  nine  dollars  per  month. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  in  Henrietta 
township  on  a farm  of  seventy-eight  acres, 
which  he  bought  at  twenty-eight  dollars 
pei1  acre,  going  into  debt  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  here  lived  ten  years, 
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at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Kip- 
ton  and  commenced  the  business  of  fur 
buying,  conducting  at  the  same  time  a 
grocery  store  for  some  years.  The  firm  of 
Breckenridge  Bros.,  general  storekeepers, 
was  then  formed,  and  continued  twelve 
years,  our  subject  then  embarking  in  the 
elevator  business,  and  buying  grain,  etc., 
in  which  he  has  since  continued;  has  also 
a half  interest  in  an  elevator  in  Elyria.  Of 
late  years  he  has  been  somewhat  retired 
from  active  work,  but  superintends  his 
business  affairs.  Forty  years  ago  he  re- 
ceived a kick  on  the  leg  from  a horse,  and 
the  hurt  has  ever  since  troubled  him, 
keeping  him  at  times  from  attending  to 
business. 

On  June  15,  1857,  Mr.  Breckenridge 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Ara villa  Bo- 
hall,  who  was  born  in  Lewis  county,  X.  Y., 
in  1828,  a daughter  of  John  Bohall,  and 
to  this  union  there  is  one  child,  Nina,  now 
M rs.  Milliard  Granger,  of  Kipton.  Po- 
litically our  subject  is  a Republican,  his 
first  vote  being  cast  for  John  P.  Hale,  and 
he  has  held  various  offices,  such  as  town- 
ship treasurer  over  eighteen  years. 

B.  F.  Breckenridge  (fourth  son  of  Nor- 
man Breckenridge),  one  of  Lorain  county’s 
leading  merchants,  carrying  on  a prosper- 
ous business  in  the  town  of  Kipton  and 
elsewhere,  was  born  in  Camden,  Ohio, 
November  11,  1840. 

For  a time  he  attended  the  common 
schools  and  Oberlin  College,  which  pre- 
pared him  for  teaching,  a profession  he 
followed  some  time.  In  1803  he  bou  ght 
a farm  in  Camden  township,  Lorain 
county,  on  which  he  went  to  live,  leaving 
the  paternal  roof,  and  this  he  conducted 
until  1868,  when  he  moved  into  the  town 
of  Kipton,  and  purchased  the  general  store  j 
of  Thomas  La  Nell,  which  he  at  once  took  ; 
charge  of,  and  under  his  direction  and  i 

<D 

management  the  business  has  increased  to  i 
mammoth  proportions.  He  has  erected 
several  good  business  blocks  in  the  town, 
and  his  own  store  occupies  a substantial 
and  commodious  room.  In  addition  to  this 


extensive  concern  Mr.  Breckenridge  is  in- 
terested in  several  other  stores  in  Kipton, 
and  is  owner  of  one  in  Lorain. 

On  June  4,  1864,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Arnold,  born  in  Cam- 
den township  in  1844,  daughter  of  George 
and  Mary  Ann  (Moore)  Arnold.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Breckenridge  adopted  the  following 
children:  Earl  N.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years,  and  Georgie  M.,  a highly  edu- 
cated young  lady.  Politically  Mr.  Breck- 
enridge was  a Republican  till  1872,  when 
he  voted  for  Horace  Greeley,  since  when 
he  has  been  a straight  Democrat.  He  in- 
variably declines  office,  as  his  various 
commercial  interests  demand  and  receive 
his  undivided  attention. 


(OHN  HAWKE,  an  extensive  aori- 

O 

I culturist  and  landowner  of  Eaton 
/ township,  has  been  a resident  of  Lo- 
rain county  since  1858.  He  was  horn 
in  1833  in  Cornwall,  England,  son  of 
Richard  and  Grace  (ILugglow)  Hawke,  both 
natives  of  England,  where  the  father  died; 
in  1858  the  widowed  mother  came  with  her 
son  John  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  whence 
she  subsequently  moved  to  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, Wisconsin. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  country.  In  1858  he 
was  married,  in  England,  to  Miss  Ann 
Sheer,  who  was  also  born  in  that  country, 
daughter  of  John  and  Margery  (Denis) 
Sheer,  natives  of  Cornwall,  who  lived  and 
died  in  their  native  land.  In  the  year  of 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  came  to 
the  United  States,  locating  first  in  Ridge-, 
ville  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
they  lived  some  years,  and  then  coming  to 
Eaton  township,  settling  near  North  Eaton. 
Here  Mr.  Hawke  purchased  a cleared  farm, 
where  he  has  since  been  successfully  en- 
gagedin  agricultural  pursuits,  and  his  place 
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now  comprises  200  acres  of  land  in  a good  j 
state  of  cultivation,  upon  which  he  has 
erected  a good  barn.  Mrs.  Ann  Hawke 
died  in  1878,  and  in  1890  he  married,  in 
Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  Miss 
Clara  Holbrook,  who  was  born  in  Eaton 
township;  her  parents,  Charles  and  Phebe 
(Hathaway)  Holbrook,  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  who  in  an  early  day  came 
to  Lorain  county,  where  the  father  died 
August  1,  1893;  the  widowed  mother  now 
makes  her  home  on  the  old  farm.  To  the 
union  of  John  and  Clara  Hawke  have  come 
two  children : One  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Esther.  Mr.  Hawke  has  also  reared  an 
adopted  child,  Ernest  James,  now  of  Cleve- 
land. In  politics  our  subject  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  party;  Mrs.  Hawke  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


^ EORGE  LYON,  a prominent  and 
progressive  farmer  of  Elyria  town- 
ship, was  born  in  1836,  in  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Thurston)  Lyon. 

John  Lyon,  father  of  subject,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Rockland  county,  X.  Y., 
where  he  married  Elizabeth  Thurston.  In 
an  early  day  they  moved  westward  to  Buf- 
falo, whence  they  proceeded  by  iake  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  from  there  by  road 
to  Huron  county,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  carpentry.  After  a time  they  re- 
moved to  Cleveland,  where  the  mother 
died.  She  had  children  as  follows:  Jane 
(deceased  in  Cleveland),  who  was  married 
to  George  W.  Shepherd;  Eleanor,  who 
died  in  Michigan;  Jacob,  deceased  in  Cuya- 
hoga county,  Ohio,  about  1850;  George, 
subject  of  sketch;  and  Elizabeth,  who 
died  in  Cleveland.  John  Lyon  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  Clarissa  Huntington, 
and  by  her  had  two  children:  Melissa,  who 
died  in  Brooklyn  township,  Cuyahoga  Co., 


Ohio,  and  Charles,  married,  and  residing 
in  Elyria  township,  Lorain  county.  The 
father  was  called  from  earth  in  1880,  in 
his  eighty-ninth  year. 

George  Lyon,  whose  name  introduces 
this  biographical  sketch,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  boy- 
hood period.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted 
for  three  months  in  an  independent  com- 
pany at  Cleveland,  which  served  chiefly  in 
western  Virginia,  lie  participated  in  the 
engagements  at  Carrick’s  Ford  and  Laurel 
Hill,  and  in  July,  1861,  received  his  dis- 
charge in  Columbus,  Ohio.  In  1864  he 
re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Capt.  Babcock’s 
Light  Artillery,  which  was  sent  to  San- 
dusky  and  to  Johnson’s  Island,  guarding 
prisoners;  at  Sandusky  he  was  discharged 
in  November,  1864,  and  returned  to 
Cleveland.  In  1866  he  came  to  Elyria 
township,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm 
of  fifty-five  acres,  where  he  has  since  been 
actively  engaged  in  general  agriculture, 
including  the  rearing;  of  Hereford  cattle. 

In  1866  Mr.  Lyon  was  married,  in  Me- 
dina county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Jennie  E. 
Blanchard,  to  which  union  were  born  three 
children:  Ulysses  G.,  married,  and  living 
in  Elyria,  Ohio;  Ida  A.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  and  William  R.,  at  home. 
The  mother  of  these  died  in  1882,  and  in 
1888  Mr.  Lyon  married  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Fitzgerald,  a native  of  Canada.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  is  a Republican;  socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Elyria,  and  of  the  American 
Hereford  Cattle  Breeders  Association. 


Tj  B.  CHAPMAN,  vessel  owner  and 
V j - hardware  man,  Lorain,  is  a native  of 
V»/  that  town,  born  in  the  year  1859,  a 
son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Burk) 
Chapman. 

He  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  his  place  of  birth,  and 
at  the  age  of  nine  years  commenced  sail- 
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ing  on  the  lakes  as  cook  on  his  father  s 
boat.  After  leaving  the  water,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen,  he  entered  a hardware  store  in 
Lorain,  in  which  he  remained  twelve  con- 
secutive years,  less  one.  For  some  time 
past  he  has  been  engaged  in  F.  W.  Edi- 
son’s hardware  store  in  Lorain,  and  is  at 
present  employed  there,  lie  has  held  in- 
terests in  the  following  vessels:  The“C. 
II.  Burton,”  u Itasca.”  “ St.  Lawrence,” 
‘•Gen.  Sigel,”  and  the  Selkirk.” 

Mr.  Chapman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Carrie  Il.Bemis,  of  Lorain, Ohio. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  party  ever  since 
castino-his  first  vote,  and  lie  is  a member 

O 

of  the  city  council.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  K.‘0.  T.  M. 


ARRISOX  A.  CRAGIX,  a pros- 
perous farmer,  an  unpretentious 
citizen  and  an  agreeable  neighbor, 

O O 

is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
popular  men  in  LaGrange  town- 
ship, of  which  he  may  be  said  to  be  a life 
resident. 

Mr.  Cragin  was  born  in  May,  1835,  in 
Weston,  Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  a son  of  Ben- 
jamin Cragin,  a farmer,  who  married  Miss 
Mahala  Boyington.  In  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State  they  had  children,  as  follows: 
Lorena,  Benjamin  X.,  Charles  C.,  Adna  A., 
Esther,  Horace  B.,  and  Harrison  A.;  in 
Ohio  was  born  Elizabeth,  the  youngest  in 
the  family. 

In  September,  1835,  the  family  set  out 
from  Vermont  in  a wagon  for  Buffalo, 
X.  Y.,  whence  they  proceeded  by  Lake 
Erie  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  from  there 
by  road  to  Lorain  county.  Here,  while 
stopping  with  an  acquaintance  to  rest  after 
their  long  journey,  they  became  so  im- 
pressed with  the  country  that  they  decided 
to  remain,  and  Mr.  Cragin  purchased  a part 
of  Lot  Xo.  Cl,  in  Grafton  township,  con- 


taining 160  acres  of  woodland,  at  four 
dollars  per  acre;  there  was  no  house  of  any 
kind  on  the  place,  but  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore a dwelling  22x32  feet,  and  one  and 
one-half  stories  high,  was  erected,  all  the 
timber  for  it  being  cut  by  Mr.  Cragin  him- 
self. Here  this  pioneer  toiled  and  pros- 
pered, assisting  in  the  development  of  the 
country,  and  witnessing  the  onward  march 
of  civilization  close  on  the  heels  of  the 
retiring  Red  Indian  and  the  vet  more  fierce 
panther,  wolf  and  bear.  He  died  July  31, 
1865,  his  wife  in  1855,  and  they  were  buried 
in  West  Grafton  cemetery.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
he  was  trustee,  steward  and  class-leader, 
and  in  politics  he  was  originally  an  Old- 
line  Whig,  afterward  a Republican.  He 
was  a very  robust  man,  and  at  sixty  years 
of  age  could  rake  and  bind  all  day  after  a 
•cradler  in  the  harvest  field. 

Harrison  A.  Cragin,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  was  about  five  months  old 
when  the  family  came  to  Lorain  county. 
He  received  such  education  as  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  those  early  times  afforded, 
was  reared  to  the  onerous  duties  of  farm 
life,  and  has  passed  his  entire  life  on  the 
old  homestead. 

On  September  6,  1855,  he  wedded,  in 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  Miss  Fanny  Richard- 
son, born  in  February,  1837,  in  Franklin 
county,  Maine,  a daughter  of  Asa  and  Jane 
(Staples)  Richardson,  who  came  to  Ohio  in 
1850,  and  later  moved  to  Michigan,  where 
the  father  died  in  1878,  and  the  mother 
is  yet  living.  The  record  of  the  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  A.  Cragin 
is  as  follows:  Flora,  born  March  24-,  1856, 
now  Mrs.  Frank  Foster,  of  LaGrange;  Fred, 
born  December  11,  I860,  of  Grafton  town- 
ship; Earl,  born  July  7,  1803,  a farmer  of 
LaGrange  township;  and  Ernest,  born  Oc- 
tober 24,  1874,  who  resides  at  home.  Mr. 
Cragin  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  prime 
land,  where  he  carried  on  general  farming 
until  a few  years  ago,  since  when  he  has 
lived  a comparatively  retired  life.  He  had 
bought  the  old  home  farm,  satisfying  the 
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claims  of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  con- 
siderably remodeled  and  improved  the 
dwelling  and  outbuildings.  lie  is  a Re- 
publican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for -John  C. 
Fremont,  but  is  no  politician,  though  he 
has  never  missed  a vote  since  his  first 
ballot.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  held 
various  oifices,  for  a considerable  time 
serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 


OBERT  J.  COWLEY,  whose  name 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  wherever  they 
||  can  be  navigated,  is  the  synonym 
/J  of  carefulness  and  superior  seaman- 
ship, is  a native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  born  in  Cleveland,  November  2, 
1889. 

Ilis  parents,  Robert  A.  and  Catherine 
(Cain)  Cowley,  were  natives  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  the  father  born  in  the  town  of  Peel, 
the  mother  in  the  village  of  Ballaugh. 
They  immigrated  to  America  about  the 
year  1S26,  and  settled  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  followed  shipbuilding. 
He  was  the  youngest  of  seven  brothers,  all 
of  whom  were  sea  faring  men;  he  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  the  mother  when 
sixty-seven  years  old. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  biographical 
notice  received  a sound  practical  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland, 
and  when  old  enough  learned  the  trade  of 
shipbuilder,  which  he  followed  afterward, 
for  some  time,  during  the  winter  months; 
sailing  the  lakes  as  a man  before  the  mast 
in  the  summers  of  open  seasons.  In  1858 
he  removed  from  Cleveland  to  Black  Lake, 
near  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  fishing  and  -lumbering  for 
three  years.  Late  in  the  summer  of  the 
year  preceding  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  he  went  South,  first  to  St.  Louis, 
then  to  New  Orleans,  working  at  his  trade 
in  shipyards,  and  he  was  in  the  latter  city 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  As 


soon  as  possible  in  the  spring  of  1861  he 
returned  North,  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Black  River  (now  Lorain).  In  the 
summer  of  1864  ho  entered  the  navy  in 
the  service  of  the  U.  S.  Government,  and 
assisted  in  the  blockade  of  the  West  Gulf 
under  Commodore  Farragut.  While  at- 
tempting the  capture  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  the 
gunboat  on  which  our  subject  served  was 
blown  up  by  a torpedo,  causing  a loss  of 
one  half  the  crew  in  killed  and  wounded, 
Capt.  Cowley  himself  having  a narrow 
escape.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Lorain,  and  in  the  summers 
sailed  the  lakes,  in  winter  time  working  at 
his  trade,  until  1879,  in  which  year  he 
entered  into  an  engagement  with  the 
Menominee  Transportation  Co.,  with 
whom  he  was  employed  winters  until 
1885,  superintending  repairs  on  their  ves- 
sels; during  the  summer  seasons  sailing 
one  of  their  steamers.  Since  then  he  has 
been  employed  by  Corrigan  & Co.,  and 
also  by  H.  J.  Webb  & Co.;  both  of  Cleve- 
land, on  their  steamers  as  master.  The 
first  steamship  he  ever  sailed  on  was  the 
“David  W.  Rush,”  and  many  a fine  pro- 
peller has  he  since  commanded. 

In  1866  Capt.  Cowley  was  married,  in 
Lorain,  to  Miss  Celia  E.  Lyons,  who  was 
born  in  Lorain,  as  were  also  her  parents, 
Winfield  Scott  and  Mary  (Brooks)  Lyons. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union,  viz.:  Scott  L.,  Rittie  C.  and  Robert 
II.  In  politics  the  Captain  is  a Republi- 
can, and  he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. 


L.  FISHER,  a prominent  and  enter- 
j prising  farmer  and  dairyman  of  H un- 
I tington  township,  was  born  June  11. 
1839,  in  Brighton  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  a son  of  Danforth  and  Lucinda 
(Wilcox)  Fisher. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  sketch  -was 
born  in  Burlington,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  J uly 
9,  1807,  and  was  married  in  Henderson, 
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Jefferson  county,  January  1,  1832,  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Wilcox,  born  in  that  county  April 
14,  1812.  In  New  York  State  they  had 
born  to  them  two  children,  and  then,  in 
1836,  they  came  by  water  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  the  southeast  corner  of  Brighton  town- 
ship, then  a wilderness,  and  here  were  born 
to  them  nine  children.  In  1863  the  par- 
ents removed  to  Michigan,  and  made  their 
final  home  in  Johnstown,  Barry  county, 
dying  there,  the  mother  May  12,  1888,  the 
father  April  16,  1889.  Mrs.  Fisher  was  a 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church ; Mr.  Fisher 
was  a strong  Republican  in  his  political 
preferences.  Their  family  numbered  in  all 
eleven  children,  one  of  whom  Phoebe  Alice 
died  in  infancy,  the  rest  being  as  follows: 
Eliza,  wife  of  Joseph  Powers,  residing  in 
Michigan;  H.  Clinton,  who  was  a resident 
of  Michigan,  now  deceased;  Edward  B.,  a 
farmer  of  Huntington  township,  served  one 
year  in  the  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry;  O.  L., 
subject  of  sketch;  Alma,  who  was  married 
to  Hiram  Wilson,  and  lived  in  Cleveland, 
and  who  is  now  a widow,  residing  in  Cali- 

-T-  . O 

fornia;  Newton  D.,  late  a resident  of  Cleve- 
land, where  he  was  a lumber  merchant,  who 
served  four  years  in  the  Second  Ohio  Cav- 
alry (he  died  November  17,1893);  George 
F.,  a carpenter,  of  Chicago;  Oren  D.,  who 
was  educated  at  Oberlin  College,  at  Olivet 
(Mich.)  College,  and  later  at  l’ale  College, 
and  is  now  a minister  in  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Toledo,  Ohio;  Peter,  a farmer 
in  Michigan;  and  YViibur,  in  the  lumber 
business  at  Cleveland. 

O.  L.  Fisher,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  attended  during  the  winter  months 
the  district  schools  of  Wellington  town- 
ship,  Lorain  county,  and  worked  on  his 
father's  farm  summers.  In  1862,  in 
Brighton  township,  he  enlisted  in  Battery 
I,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  and  was  sent 
to  Eastern  Virginia.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Ohancellorsville,  Gettysburg, 
Lookout  Valley,  Rocky  Face,  Eesaca,  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  bombardment  of  Fredericks- 
burg. Peach  Tree  Creek  and  Atlanta,  Ga., 
in  fact  all  the  engagements  his  battery  took 


part  in.  On  June  13,  1865,  ho  was  dis- 
charged, after  having  been  in  hospital  five 
months,  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Brighton  township,  Lorain  county,  whence 
after  a month’s  stay  he  went  to  Michigan, 
whither  his  parents  had  gone,  as  above 
stated.  At  the  end  of  six  years  he  again 
came  to  Lorain  county,  and  bought  his 
present  farm  of  127  acres  in  Huntington 
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township,  where  he  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming,  including  a lucrative 

o _ tv  O 

j dairying  business.  On  December  27, 1865, 
Mr.  Fisher  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Led- 
yard,  a native  of  Huntington  township, 
born  July  11,  1846,  and  they  have  two 
children,  viz.:  Louis,  at  present  residing  at 
home,  and  Erva. 


Fit  LLEN  SANDERS.  Among  the 
// 1\  several  prosperous  and  enterprising 
k)  native-born  agriculturists  of  Lorain 
■fj  county,  none,  probably,  is  deserving 
more  prominent  notice  in  this  vol- 
ume than  the  gentleman  whose  name  here 
appears. 

Mr.  Sanders  was  born  in  LaGrange 
township  in  1835,  a son  of  Horace  and 
Maranda  (Clark)  Sanders,  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  who  came  before  mar- 
riage to  Ohio.  They  were  wedded  in  La- 
Grange  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
settled  on  a farm  which  he  had  purchased 
in  1826.  Here  they  passed  the  rest  of 
their  pioneer  lives,  the  father  dying  in 
1879  aged  seventy-two  years,  the  mother 
in  1883,  also  aged  seventy-two.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Horace  Sanders  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, as  followsj  W.  B.,  Allen,  Melinda 
(deceased),  De  Loss  (deceased  in  LaGrange 
township),  Eber  (a  farmer  of  LaGrange 
township),  and  Clark  (who  died  in  New- 
j burgh,  Ohio).  Grandfather  Sanders  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  Grandfather 
Nathan  Clark  was  a pioneer  of  LaGrange 
township,  subsequently  moving  to  Eaton 
county,  Mich.,  where  he  died. 


* 
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Allen  Sanders,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  LaGrange  township,  and 
was  practically  reared  to  farm  life.  I’p 
till  1883  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  La- 
Grange  and  Pittsfield  townships,  and  then 
came  to  Elyria  township,  buying  an  im- 
proved farm  known  as  the  “Cochran 
farm.”  In  1858  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Amelia  Thorpe,  a native  of  Carlisle  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  daughter  of 
Maletus  and  Emily  (Squires)  Thorpe,  na- 
tives of  Vermont,  who  came  to  Lorain 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  died  here.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders  was  born  one  child 
that  died  at  the  aoe  of  three  months.  In 

O 

politics  our  subject  is  a Democrat  of  in- 
fluence, active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party, 
and  he  is  noted  for  his  industry  and  fru- 
gality, and  liberality  toward  schools, 
churches  and  all  public  enterprises. 


I) W 1 V H.  BACON,  than  whom 
- probably  no  one  in  Lorain  county 
L«i  is  better  known,  is  a native  of 
Brownhelm  township,  born  Xovem- 
ber  19,  1838,  only  son  of  John  C.  and 
Mary  (Peck)  Bacon. 

The  father  of  subject  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, June  10,  1811,  and  died  in 
Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  county, 
whither  he  had  come  in  the  spring  of 
1818,  being  brought  by  his  parents.  His 
father,  George  Bacon,  bouo-ht  land  from 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  carried  on 
farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  eighty  years 
old.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  father,  also  named  George  (great- 
grandfather of  E.  II.  Bacon),  received  a 
life  pension  for  services  rendered  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  part  of  which  was, 
being  diso-uised  as  an  Indian,  the  throwing 
of  the  tea  overboard  the  English  ships  in 
Boston  harbor.  John  C.  Bacon  was  a 


j well-known  business  man  in  Brownhelm 
j township,  and  built  up  the  place  known  as 
Bacon’s  Corners.  lie  married  Mary  Peck, 
i by  which  union  there  was  but  one  child — 
Ed  win  H.  John  C.  Bacon,  in  his  political 
predilections,  was  a Republican,  ever  active 
in  the  interests  of  his  party. 

Edwin  H.  Bacon  received  a liberal  edu- 
| cation  in  the  schoolsof  the  vicinity  of  his 
place  of  birth.  In  September,  1861,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Celia  S.  Haw- 
ley, who  is  also  a native  of  Brownhelm 
township,  Lorain  county,  born  Eebruary 
! 19,  1862.  She  is  a daughter  of  J.  K.  and 
J Margaret  ( Wells)  Hawley,  the  former  of 
i whom  was  born  February  19,  1807,  in 
! Jefferson,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  the  latter 
j on  July  11,  ISOS,  in  Hartford,  Conn.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  have  come  eight  chil- 
dren,  as  follows:  Alice  M.,  wife  of  John 
Shotton;  Edith  M. ; Elizabeth  F. ; Edna 
C.,  wife  of  L.  A.  Busche;  Bertha  M., 
wife  of  W.  E.  Fisher;  Minerva  S.,  Grace 
A.  and  Edwin  Iv.  After  marrian-e  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bacon  made  their  home  on  a 
farm  in  Brownhelm  township  for  three 
I years,  and  then  moved  to  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  resided  a few  years,  re- 
turning to  Brownhelm  township,  and  re- 
suming farming  there.  After  about  fif- 
teen years  they  proceeded  to  Vermillion, 
Ohio,  but  at  the  eud  of  four  years  returned 
to  Lorain  county  and  took  charge  of  the 
“Farrell  House”  in  the  town  of  Lorain, 
| for  two  and  one-half  years.  In  1891  they 
moved  into  Elyria  (where  they  yet  reside), 
and  for  one  year  kept  the  old-established 
“Beebe  House”  in  that  town.  Politically 
Mr.  Bacon  is  a Republican. 


IRAM  PRENTICE,  one  of  Cam- 
den township’s  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens,  is  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  born  Septem- 
ber 15,  1824,  in  Lewis  county,  a 
son  of  William  and  Sallie  (Bates)  Prentice. 
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William  Prentice,  father  of  subject,  was 
a miller  by  trade  in  .New  York  State,  con- 
ductincr  saw  and  grist  mills.  In  1835  he 
came  to  Ohio  with  bis  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren, the  journey  being  made  with  wagons, 
and  they  brought  with  them  such  house- 
hold goods  as  were  necessary  for  them  by 
the  way,  the  bulk  of  the.  effects  being  con- 
veyed by  water  to  Huron,  at  that  time  a 
port  on  Lake  Erie.  Coming  to  Camden 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  the  family 
located  one  half  mile  south  of  the  present 
village  of  Kipton,  where  Mr.  Prentice 
bought  one  hundred  acres  of  uncleared 
land  for  eight  hundred  dollars  cash,  and 
had  sufficient  money  left  to  equip  the  farm 
with  all  necessary  outhouses,  etc.,  for  there 
was  nothing  in  the  way  of  buildings  on  it 
save  two  small  huts.  lie  also  conducted 
a gristmill.  On  May  1,  1836,  less  than 
one  year  after  settling  on  his  purchase,  he 
passed  from  earth,  and  was  buried  on  his 
farm,  but  his  remains  were  afterward  re- 
moved to  Camden  cemetery.  His  widow 
died  in  February,  1886,  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  his  side.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  born 
in  New  \ ork  State,  as  follows:  Diantha, 
widow  of  Obediah  Bowen,  of  Elyria; 
Obadiah,  late  a physician  of  Nor  wail-: ; 
William,  of  Iiice  county,  Minn.;  Hiram, 
subject  of  this  memoir;  and  Harvey,  of 
New  York  City. 

On  Friday,  December  29,  1893,  died 
Dr.  Obadiah  Prentice,  at  his  home  in  Nor- 
walk. He  was  born  at  Lowville,  Lewis 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  November  6,  1819.  In  1835, 
with  his  parents, ' he  moved  to  Camden 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  he  lived 
for  many  years.  In  1848  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College, 
and  began  to  practice  in  Ashtabula,  where 
he  remained  for  six  years;  thence  removed 
to  Monroeville,  where  he  lived  until  1881, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  Norwalk,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  In  1844  he  married 
Miss  Harriett  I).  Webster,  of  Jefferson, 
Ohio.  His  wife  and  two  children  — Dr. 
C.  M.  C.  Prentice,  of  Chicago,  and  Mrs. 


L.  D.  Lindsley,  of  Norwalk — survive  him. 
Ilis  life  is  too  well  known  to  need  eulogy, 
for  by  his  death  the  community  has  lost  a 
helping  friend  in  all  kinds  of  trouble. 

“ Life’s  work  well  done, 

Life’s  race  well  run, 

Life’s  crown  well  won, 

Now  comes  rest.” 

The  remains  were  interred  in  Camden 
cemetery,  where  his  father  and  mother  are 
sleeping,  Camden  being  his  old  boyhood 
home. 

"Hiram  Prentice,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  reared  a farmer  boy,  and  re 
ceived  a liberal  education  at  the  public 
schools.  A good  deal  of  his  boyhood  time 
was  spent  in  his  father’s  mills,  and  being 
abright  mechanic  he  was  able  to  dress  buhrs 
in  the  gristmill  before  he  was  twelve  years 
old.  In  1835  he  came  to  Ohio  with  the 
rest  of  the  family,  as  above  related,  and 
was  at  once  put  to  work  at  the  plow,  driv- 
ing and  steering  the  oxen  between  the 
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many  stumps  that  remained  in  the  ground. 
Wild  animals  were  still  plentiful,  and  deer, 
turkeys  and  occasional  bears  were  to  be 
seen  in  the  woods.  He  was  at  that  time 
aged  about  twelve  years,  and  when  a little 
older  he  entered  Oberlin  College,  where  he 
made  considerable  progress  in  his  studies. 
Having  fitted  himself  for  teaching,  he  fol- 
lowed the  profession  in  Camden  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  also  in  Lyme 
township,  Huron  county.  For  seven 
years  he  studied  medicine  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  his  brother,  in  Ashtabula, 
Ohio,  but  circumstances  compelled  him  to 
give  it  up  and  return  to  the  home  farm, 
which  gradually  fell  into  his  possession, 
he  buying  out  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs,  and  he  has  resided  thereon  ever 
since. 

On  March  17,  1853,  Mr.  Prentice  was 
married  to  Laura  A.  Webster,  who  was 
born  October  3,  1831,  in  Kingsville.  Ash- 
tabula  Co.,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Smith  and 
Margaret  (Blodgett)  Webster.  She  is  a 
well-educated  lady,  and  for  seven  or  eight 
terms  taught  school  in  Ashtabula  county, 
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at  which  time  it  was  she  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Mr.  Prentice.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were  Eugene  S., 
agent  for  the  Michigan  Southern  and  Lake 
Shore  Railroad  at  Ivipton;  Minnie  R.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and 
Jennie  E.,  at  home.  Politically  Mr.  Pren- 
tice was  originally  a Whig  (his  first  Pre- 
sidential vote  being  cast  for  John  1’.  Hale), 
then  a Free-Soiler,  later  a Republican 
until  1881,  when  he  united  with  the  Pro- 
hibitionists. While  under  the  Republican 
banner  he  served  his  township  in  several 
oflices.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  mem-" 
bers  and  liberal  supporters  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  Kipton,  in  which  he  is  an  elder. 


|OHN  WOLF.  One  of  the  represen- 
| tative  thorough  business  men  and 
) shrewd  financiers  of  Lorain  county, 
and  not  the  least  of  Rochester  town- 
ship’s systematic  and  progressive  farmer 
citizens,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  here 
appears. 

Mr.  Wolf  was  born  July  27,  1832,  in 
Knox  township,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  a 
grandson  of  Adam  Wolf,  who  in  1805 
came  from  Virginia  to  Ohio,  and  died  in 
Indiana.  William  Wolf,  father  of  John, 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  born  in  Loudoun 
county,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
where  in  Columbiana  county  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  Fetterhoff,  who  was  born  in 
the  Keystone  State,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
Fetterhoff.  In  1848  the  family  removed  to 
Troy  township,  Ashland  Co.,  same  State, 
thence  after  a time  to  Steuben  county,  Ind., 
where,  near  Pleasant  Lake,  William  died 
in  1888;  he  lies  buried  in  Mt.  Zion  Church 
cemetery  in  that  county.  His  widow,  now 
wrell  advanced  in  life,  resides  in  DeKalb 
county,  Ind.,  with  her  eldest  daughter, 
Susanna  Smith.  Of  their  large  family  of 
seventeen  children,  fifteen  married,  and 


fourteen  are  yet  living  in  various  parts  of 
the  United  States,  the  sons  for  the  most 
part  being  farmers. 

John  Wolf,  of  whom  this  sketch  chiefly 
relates,  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  day,  which  in  some  re- 
spects, he  avers,  are  superior  to  those  of 
the  present  time.  He  was  practically 
trained  to  farming  under  the  tuition  of  his 
father,  and  at  the  same  time  learned  car- 
pentry, although  not  apprenticed  to  the 
trade.  From  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
reared  in  Troy  township,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio,  and  remained  under'  the  paternal 
roof  till  he  was  twenty-two.  at  which  time 
he  commenced  working  out  as  a farm  hand. 
In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Troy  town- 
ship, Ashland  county,  in  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Second  O.  V.  I.,  which  went 
into  camp  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  was  then 
detailed  to  do  guard  and  scout  duty  in 
Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Alabama.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, and  returned  home,  arriving  in 
July,  1865.  Not  prepared  to  at  once  set- 
tle down  to  the  pursuits  of  peace,  he  mar- 
ried, in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Sponsler,  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  November  24,  1839,  a daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Sponsler,  at  that  time  a 
farmer  of  Sullivan  township,  Ashland  Co., 
Ohio.  The  children  born  to  this  union  are 
as  follows:  Charlie,  a farmer  of  Rochester 
township;  Phoebe  E.,  deceased  in  infancy; 
Carrie,  Mrs.  Winter  Close,  of  Orange 
township,  Ashland  county;  John  F.,  a 
farmer  of  Rochester  township,  and  Min- 
ner,  Mrs.  Eminer  Hileman. 

In  Troy  township.  Ashland  county,  Mr. 

Yfiolf  bought,  out  of  his  savings  at  the  time 

he  was  working  by  the  month  at  thirteen 
£8 

dollars  per  month,  a farm  which  he  after- 
ward  resold.  Later,  out  of  his  savings 
from  his  pay  while  in  the  army,  he  pur- 
chased ninety-seven  acres  near  his  father’s 
place.  In  the  following  year,  after  making 
a home  on  his  last  purchase,  he  bought  of 
Cephas  Clark  a farm  of  153  acres  in 
j Rochester  township,  Lorain  county, whereon 
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lie  now  lives,  and  to  this  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  has  100  acres  of  as  line 
agricultural  land  as  can  be  seen  in  his  sec- 
tion. This  has  all  been  accumulated,  not 
by  speculation,  but  by  assiduous,  honest 
toil,  backed  by  sound  judgment  and  care- 
ful economy,  in  which  he  has  been  loyally 
aud  valuably  assisted  by  his  amiable  and 
thrifty  wife.  They  are  worthy  leading 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  he  is  trustee.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  in ..  Rochester  township, 
though  largely  Republican,  he  has  tilled 
the  office  of  trustee  for  a number  of  terms 
with  acknowledged  ability. 

o * 


FJ  W.  MARTIN,  for  about  sixteen 
months  a member  of  the  firm  of 
_ Martin  A Smith,  of  Elyria,  Ohio, 
and  still  of  Martin  Brothers,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  now  doing  business  as  F.  W. 
Martin,  at  Elyria,  is  a native  of  Rhenish 
Bavaria,  born  May  4-,  1S61,  about  four 
miles  from  Landau. 

In  that  city  he  was  reared  and  educated 
up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  at  which  time 
he  emigrated  to  America.  Having  no 
knowledge  of  English,  he  proceeded  to  Illi- 
nois in  order  to  attend  the  Northwestern 
College  at  Naperville  in  that  State.  At 
the  end  of  one  term  he  left  that  institution, 
expecting  to  spend  the  vacation  in  Chicago 
and  then  return  to  school;  but  instead  he 
came  to  Elyria,  where  he  had  a brother  liv- 
ing, a clergyman  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Church.  After  attending  school  six  weeks 
here,  in  order  to  become  better  acouainted 
with  the  English  language,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  I).  C.  Baldwin  & Co.,  with 
whom  he  remained  fifteen  months,  and  then 
found  employment  in  the  dry-goods  estab- 
lishment of  Goldberg  Brothers,  Elyria. 
With  them  he  also  remained  some  fifteen 
months,  after  which  he  accepted  a position 
with  Strauss  A;  Kupfer,  till  September, 


1885,  when  he  commenced  business  on  his 
own  account,  in  carpets,  wall  paper,  curtains, 
oil-cloth,  etc.  He  had  purchased  the  stock  of 
Strauss  & lvupfer,  and  commenced  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  F.  W.  Martin  & 
Co.,  his  father-in-law,  W.  F.  Hurlbut,  beino- 
associated  with  him.  At  the  latter’s  death 
Mr.  Martin  changed  the  firm  to  F.  W. 
Martin,  which  so  continued  from  Decem- 
ber 18,  1886,  to  October  1.  1892,  when 
he  formed  a partnership  with  II.  II.  Smith, 
and  opened  out  an  establishment  on  Cheap- 
side,  in  Elyria,  at  which  place  he  was  in 
business  until  January  12,  1894.  He  sold 
his  interest  in  this  firm,  and  opened  up  in 
the  same  line  at  No.  27  Broad  street  as 
F.  W.  Martin.  Mr.  Martin,  early  in  1888, 
opened  a branch  business  in  Lorain,  but  in 
May  his  health  failed,  so  that  he  could  not 
properly  attend  to  it,  and  he  consequently 
sold  this  branch  out  the  following  July, 
lu  September,  1891,  he  commenced  busi- 
ness in  Chicago,  111.,  at  No.  503-5  West 

O 7 \ 

Madison  street,  the  firm  name  being  Mar- 
tin Brothers  (he  having  received  his  broth- 
er into  partnership),  their  line  of  trade 
being  furniture  and  household  goods  on 
the  installment  plan.  On  May  1,  1892, 
he  opened  another  branch  in  that  city,  at 
No.  307  Ogden  avenue,  for  the  sale  of 
wall  paper,  paints,  oils,  etc.,  which  latter 
he  discontinued  after  one  year’s  trial. 

On  January  13,  1885,  our  subject  was 
: united  in  marriage  with  Alice  G.  Hurlbut. 

r> 

He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Blue 
Lodge.  Air.  Martin  continues  to  reside  in 
Elyria,  as  his  Chicago  house  is  in  a flour- 
ishing condition,  and  does  not  require  his 
personal  attention. 


C.  BURGE.  This  well-known  resi- 
le dent  of  Brighton  township  is  a 

1 native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Orange 

township.  Richland  (now  Ashland) 
county,  September  11,  1830,  a soil  of  John 
Y.  and  Alary  (Lowry)  Burge. 
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The  father  of  our  subject  was  borri  in 
Loudoun  county,  Va.,  a son  of  William 
Burge,  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  early 
days,  residing  for  some  years  in  Greene 
county.  In  the  early  part  of  this  century 
he  moved  to  Ohio,  finally  settling  in  Ricli- 
land  county,  where  he  died.  He  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  a brief  record:  John  Y.  is 

the  father  of  our  subject;  Henry,  who 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  remained  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  died;  Mary  mar- 
ried Andrew  Newman,  and  died  near 
Jeromesville,  Ohio;  Benjamin  M.  died  in 
New  Haven  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio 
(he  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  following 
manner:  He  and  others  were  logging, 

and  had  several  logs  rolled  together.  They 
were  putting  a single  log  on  the  top  of  the 
pile,  and  Benjamin  Burge  had  one  end  of 
it  held  up  with  a handspike,  one  end  of 
this  lever  being  under  the  log,  the  other 
restino-  on  his  shoulder.  When  the  rest 
of  the  men  were  lifting  up  the  far  end  of 
the  log,  Burge’s  foot  slipped  and  he  fell, 
the  handspike,  being  suddenly  released 
from  his  shoulder,  striking  him  on  the 
neck  with  great  force,  dislocating  it  and 
producing  death);  Ruth  married  Usher 
Goldsmith,  and  died  near  Mansfield,  Ohio;  j 
Sarah  married  Christopher  Lamberton,  a ! 
lawyer  of  Mansfield,  Ohio;  William  L., 
who  was  well  educated,  died  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

John  Y.  Burge  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  cooper  under  his 
father.  Lie  was  married  in  Pennsylvania 
to  Mary  Lowry,  who  wTas  born  in  Loudoun 
county,  Va.,  a member  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing families  of  that  State.  After  marriage 
they  remained  in  the  Keystone  State  some 
time,  and  then  came  with  his  family  to 
Ohio,  locating  on  a farm  in  Stark  county, 
where  Mr.  Burge  stopped  temporarily,  and 
engaged  with  a farmer  to  work  his  place 
for  a period  of  three  years;  then  moved  to 
Richland  county,  whither  his  parents  had 
preceded  him,  and  in  the  township  of 
Orange  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  re- 


mainder of  their  lives.  They  had  a family 
of  fourteen  children,  as  follows:  Lemuel 
G.,  who  died  in  Orange  township  after 
reaching  adult  age;  William  W.,  who  died 
in  infancy,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio;  Samuel 
AY.,  who  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  Orange 
township;  Benjamin  M.,  of  Greenwich, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  John,  a farmer  of 
Brighton  township;  Elizabeth,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  Sarah,  who 
married  John  Goldsmith,  and  now  lives  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio;  Ruth,  who  died 
unmarried;  Mary,  who  died  in  youth; 
E.  C.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Rachel,  un- 
married, residing  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio; 
Ezra  L.,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio;  Eilzey  K.,  who 
died  in  Lawrence  county,  Penn.;  and  one 
that  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  Air.  Burge 
followed  his  trade,  coopering,  with  much 
success  in  the  various  places  where  he 
lived,  and  succeeded  in  accumulating  a 
pleasant  home,  comprising  158  acres  of 
prime  land,  and  an  elegant  house.  In  his 
political  associations  he  was  a Whig,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

E.  C.  Burge,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
when  a young  man  came  to  Lorain  county 
with  his  brother  John  Y.  He  took  up  his 
residence  in  Brighton  township,  where  he 
worked  as  a farm  hand  at  first-class  wanes, 
and  after  his  marriage  located  on  the  old 

r> 

homestead  in  Orange  township,  Ashland 
county,  then  consisting  of  153  acres,  con- 
siderably encumbered,  however,  and  here 
resided  three  years.  In  1858  he  again 
came  to  Brighton  township,  Lorain  county, 
and  worked  as  a hired  man  until  1859,  sav- 
ing money  sufficient  to  buy  the  land  where 
he  now  lives,  and  in  1860  he  moved  there- 
on. Here  he  has  since  carried  on  general 
farming,  and  built  a new  residence,  barn, 
etc.;  for  some  years  he  has  also  done  a very 
profitable  dairy  business.  In  addition  to 
all  this  Air.  Burge  taucrht  school  durino- 
the  winter  months  in  various  parts  of  Ohio 
— Lucas,  Ashland,  Huron  and  Lorain 
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counties — in  all  thirty- three  terms,  giving 
eminent  satisfaction  to  all  concerned;  hut 
lie  had  to  retire  from  the  profession  on 
account  of  impaired  eyesight. 

On  October  17,  1852,  Mr.  Burge  was 
married  to  Nancy  Thompson,  who  was  born 
February  13, 1830,  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  William  and  Rachel  (Kearnes) 
Thompson,  and  the  children  born  to  them 
are  as  follows:  John  Y.,  a school  teacher; 
Martha  A.,  Mrs.  John  Burrows,  of  Brigh- 
ton; Mary,  Mrs.  O.  L.  Rolfe,  of  Brighton ; 
and  Yernie,  a school  teacher,  also  of  Brigh- 
ton. Our  subject  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  held  va- 
rious offices  of  trust  in  his  township.  In 
matters  of  relio-ion  he  and  his  wife  are 

7~) 

members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  in  all  things  remarkably 
temperate,  and  never  drinks  intoxicating 
liquors. 


\ ALTER  SMITH,  a native-born 
' agriculturist  of  Lorain  county, 
was  born  September  5,  1843,  in 
Penfield  township,  on  the  same 
farm  which  he  now  owns  and  resides  upon. 

Levi  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  December  23,  1815,  in  Camden, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Joel  B.  Smith, 
a cabinet  maker,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  During  the  winter  season 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  but 
he  was  actively  engaged  as  well  in  farm 
work  even  in  his  early  boyhood,  when  he 
was  so  small  that  he  could  not  hold  the 
plow  handles,  or  yoke  the  oxen  without 
standing  on  a box;  and  from  the  time  he 
was  sixteen  years  old  he  had  charge  of  a 
small  farm  which  his  father  owned. 
About  1836  he  came  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio  (the  passage  over  Lake  Erie  being 
very  rough),  accompanied  by  his  parents, 
wdio  first  located  in  Amherst  and  then  in 
Penfield  township.  He  remained  with 
them  until  1840,  wdien  he  returned  to  his 
native  county  in  New  York,  and  there 


married  Miss  Harriet  Johnson,  an  old 
schoolmate,  who  was  born  July  9,1819,  in 
Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Russell 
Johnson,  a farmer.  Immediately  after 
marriage  the  young  couple  set  out  for  the 
home  in  Ohio,  where  they  located  on  a 
tract  of  forty-six  acres,  all  of  which,  with 
the  exception  of  the  riverland,  was  in  the 
woods,  and  here  erected  the  house  our  sub- 
ject now  resides  in.  Here  were  born  to 
them  two  children,  as  follows:  George, 

wdio  enlisted  August'9, 1862,  at  Cleveland, 
in  Battery  B,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery, 
and  died  December  9,  1862,  of  typhoid 
fever,  in  Hospital  Ho.  9,  Nashville,  Term., 
where  he  was  buried  in  the  National 
cemetery,  the  day  before  his  father  arrived; 
and  Walter,  wdio  is  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch.  Mr.  Smith  was  a lifelono 
farmer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned 
228  acres  of  land,  which  property  he  had 
accumulated  by  hard  work  and  good  man- 
agement, and  he  kept  500  head  of  sheep 
wdien  wool  sold  at  one  dollar  per  pound. 

Levi  Smith  was  one  of  the  best  finan- 
ciers of  his  time,  and  was  a close  observer 
of  men  and  events.  Politically  he  was  ori- 
ginally a Whig,  later  a Republican,  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  all  elections,  and 
served  for  many  years  as  township  trus- 
tee. He  wras  very  patriotic,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  contributed  much  toward 
freeing  the  towmship  from  the  draft.  When 
about  forty-five  years  of  age  he  united  with 
the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  remained  a 
member  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  6, 1884.  After  his  decease  his  widow 
removed  to  Wellington,  where  she  passed 
a retired  life  until  her  death,  December 
11,  1888,  when  she  wras  buried  by  the  side 
of  her  husband  in  Center  cemetery.  She 
was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  for 
over  forty-five  years. 

Our  subject  obtained  such  an  education 
as  the  common  schools  of  his  time  afforded, 
meantime  receiving  his  agricultural  train- 
ing  on  the  home  farm.  On  August  23, 
1866,  he  married  Alice  M.  Crane,  also  a 
native  of  Penfield  township,  and  they  had 
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two  children,  as  follows:  Blanche,  now  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Smith,  of  Cleveland.  Ohio;  and 
George,  now  a resident  of  California.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1870,  and  in  1872 
Mr.  Smith  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Pierce,  who  was  born  near 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  James  M. 
Pierce,  who  removed  to  Ohio  in  his  later 
years.  To  this  union  came  four  children, 
namely:  Guy  E.,  Mary  Etta,  Harry  H. 

and  Levi.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith 
located  in  Penfield  township,  and  worked 
the  farm  owned  by  his  father,  after  whose 
death  he  moved  to  his  present  place,  where, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  passed  in 
Welli  ngton  for  the  benefit  of  his  children’s 
education,  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  member  of  the 
Kepublican  party,  and  is  well  posted  on 
the  issues  of  the  day.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


C.  SMITH,  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful business  men  in  Penfield  town- 
I ship,  was  born  April  9,  1827,  in 
Camden,  Oneida  Co.,  Xew  York. 

Joel  B.  Smith,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  February  2,  1788,  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  when  a young  man  was  bound  out 
fur  six  years  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpen- 
ter and  joiner.  lie  was  married  in  Con- 
necticut, on  February  13,  1811,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Bronson,  who  was  born  in  that 
State  January  1,  1791,  and  they  shortly 
afterward  removed  to  Oneida  county,  X.  Y., 
locating  in  the  town  of  Camden,  where  he 
worked  steadily  and  industriously  at  his 
trade.  He  purchased  property  and  owned 
a farm,  and  here  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  him:  Myron  B.,  born  Xovember 

30,  1811,  now  of  Lapeer,  Mich,  (he  was  at 
one  time  State  surveyor  of  Michigan): 
Levi,  born  October  13,  1812,  who  died 
Xovember  27,  1812;  Sarah  S.,  born  March 
'6,  1§14,  who  was  married  in  Xrew  YYrk 


State  to  Edward  Ackley,  and  died  June  0, 
1839  (she  was  the  second  woman  interred 
in  Penfield  cemetery);  Levi,  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1815;  Ilervey  P.,  who  was  a resi- 
dent of  Michigan  many  years  ago,  but  left 
that  State  to  locate  some  coal  mines  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  has  never  since  been 
heard  from;  George  L.,  a farmer,  who  died 
in  Lapeer,  Mich.;  Harriet,  who  married 
William  Hart, and  died  in  Grafton;  Hiram, 
a very  successful  lumberman,  who  died  in 
Flint,  Mich.;  J.  C.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Henry,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

During  the  winter  of  1836-37  Joel  B. 
Smith  had  come  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
and  passed  a short  time  in  Amherst  town- 
ship) with  his  brother  Isaac,  who  was  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  while  there 
making  some  arrangements  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a farm,  while  the  snow  was  on  the 
ground.  He  next  went  to  Michigan  on  a 
visit  to  hisson  Myron  B.,  and  then  returned 
to  his  home  in  Xew  York,  in  the  spring  of 
1837  bringing  his  family  to  Lorain  county. 
They  came  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
from  Utica  to  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  and  thence 
by  Lake  to  Cleveland;  during  their  pas- 
sage through  the  ice  in  the  lake  the  paddle- 
wheel  of  the  vessel  was  broken,  but  Joel 
Smith,  being  a carpenter,  repaired  it.  Their 
progress  was  still  very  slow,  however,  three 
days  and  three  nights  being  occupied  in 
traveling  twenty  miles,  but  they  finally 
landed  at  Black  River  (now  Lorain),  from 
which  town  they  drove  their  own  team  to 
the  home  of  Isaac  Smith  in  Amherst  town- 
ship. By  this  time  the  snow  had  melted 
from  the  ground,  and  Mr.  Smith,  seeing 
that  the  land  he  had  partially  bargained 
for  was  stony,  declined  totakeit,  but  hear- 
ing of  a farm  for  sale  in  Penfield  township 
he  came  hither  and  boucdit  150  acres  at 
thirty  dollars  per  acre,  the  place  on  which 
our  subject  now  resides.  The  bottom-land 
on  this  tract  had  been  partly  cleared,  but 
the  rest  was  all  in  the  woods,  and  here  Mr. 
Smith  resided  until  his  death,  from  heart 
disease,  on  May  13,  1850.  He  was  buried 
in  Center  cemetery,  and  his  widow  then 
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made  lier  home  with  her  son  J.  C.  for 
seven  years.  She  next  went  to  Michigan, 
to  live  with  her  son  Myron  13.,  where  she 
died  in  1849;  she  was  buried  by  the  side 
of  her  husband.  After  coming  west  Mr. 
Smith  followed  Ins  trade,  and  erected  the 
residence  on  iiis  own  farm  and  various 
other  buildings  in  the  township.  He  was 
also  able  to  make  tine  furniture  and  manu- 
factured a number  of  coffins.  lie  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  t he  old  j 
musket  he  carried  at  Sacket’s  Harbor  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  our  subject.  He 
was  a Republican  in  politics,  formerly  a 
Whig,  and  kept  himself  posted  on  the 
issues  of  the  day. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  of  his  boyhood  home 
up  to  the  age  of  ten  years,  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  at  which  time 
there  was  no  schoolhouse  in  his  district. 
Later,  however,  he  attended  a school  one 
and  a half  miles  south  of  his  home,  taught 
by  J.  13.  Wilson,  in  the  meantime  being 
trained  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  the 
home  farm,  where  lie  remained  until  his 
marriage.  On  April  9,  1851,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Knapp,  a native 
of  Penfield  township,  daughter  of  Schuble 
Knapp,  an  early  pioneer  of  same,  who  was 
killed  by  the  falling  of  a hollow  log,  which 
struck  him  on  the  head  while  he  was  build- 
ing a smoke-house.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Smith 
died  March  3,  1852,  leaving  one  child, 
Mary  E.,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Lang,  of  Pen- 
field,  and  on  April  24,  1853,  Mr.  Smith 
married  Miss  Minerva  Starr,  who  was 
horn  November  6.  1827.  in  Harperstieid, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Orrin 
and  Abigail  (Ilickok)  Starr,  pioneers  of 
Pentield  township.  To  this  union  were 
born  children  as  follows:  Burton,  of  Graf- 
ton, Ohio,  in  the  employ  of  the  C.  C.  C. 
A St.  L.  R.  R.  Co.;  Josephine  M.,  now 
Mrs.  William  Mander,  of  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Alonzo  B.,  a farmer  of  Yati  Buren  county, 
Mich.;  and  Marian,  widow  of  Edward 
Worrell,  of  Port  Clinton,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Smith  has  made  fanning  his  principal  vo- 


cation in  life,  and  for  five  years  also  en- 
gaged in  droving,  buying  cattle  throughout 
southern  Ohio.  For  forty  years  he  con- 
ducted a dairy,  and  tor  two  years  was  also 
in  the  milling  business  at  Grafton  Station, 
having  won  success  in  all  his  business  en- 
terprises. During  the  season  he  makes 
maple  syrup  and  molasses.  Politically  he 
is  a lifelong  Republican,  but  is  not  an  as- 
pirant for  public  office.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
in  which  he  has  held  various  positions 
of  trust. 


GrJ  13.  CHAPMAN,  a well-known  early 
. resident  of  Lorain  county,  is  a son 
__J)  of  James  Chapman,  who  was  reared 
in  Lorain  county.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Bark,  a native  of  Germany,  who  came 
to  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and 
they  had  six  children,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living,  namely:  C.  P.,  Bird  (clerk  in 
a hardware  store  at  Elyria,  Ohio)  and  T.  B. 
(editor  of  the  Lorain  Times).  The  father 
of  this  family  followed  sailing  on  the  lakes 

o 

for  some  time;  he  died  in  1868.  ILis 
widow  is  still  living. 

C.  B.  Chapman  was  born  April  12, 
1S45,  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio.  In  1849  he  came  to  Lorain,  where 
he  received  his  education,  and,  in  1857,  at 
the  early  age  of  eleven  years,  commenced 
sailing  on  the  Lakes,  a vocation  in  which 
he  has  ever  since  continued,  beino-  now 
captain  of'  a tug-boat  plying  between 
Sandusky  and  Lorain.  Mr.  Chapman  has 
also  dealt  in  real  estate;  he  owns  two 
dwelling  houses  in  Lorain  besides  his  own, 
and  has  also  several  lots  in  the  West  End. 
He  sold  five  acres  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  the  town. 

In  1866  the  Captain  was  married,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Snider, 
a native  of  Germany,  who  in  an  early  day 
| came  with  her  parents,  Henry  and  Mary 
I (Brown)  Snider,  also  natives  of  Germany, 
j to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
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died;  her  mother  died  in  June,  1893,  at 
the  ago  of  eighty-six  years.  Socially  our 
subject  is  a member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  JNI.,  of 
the  Excelsior  Marine  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion, of  Cleveland,  of  Black  River  Lodge 
ISTo.  680,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  t lie  Order  of 
Rebekah.  Politically  he  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party,  and  served 
one  term  as  member  of  the  town  council 
his  brother  has  also  served  in  the  same 
capacity.  Mr.  Chapman  is  a member  of 
one  of  the  early  families  of  Lorain,  and 
has  watched  her  growth  and  progress  from 
a village  of  600  people  to  her  present  pros- 
perous condition. 


LF.  CLIFFORD,  a leading  and  pro- 
, gressive  farmer  of  Wellington  tovvn- 
\ ship,  is  a native  of  same,  born  April 
18,  1834,  of  German  ancestry  on  the 
paternal  side,  his  great  grandfather  hav- 
ing come  from  Germany-  to  America  in 
time  to  serve  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  received  a regular  discharge  from  the 
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army;  his  wife  died  December  9,  1844, 
aged  ninety-three  years. 

John  Clifford,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  1777,  in  Providence,  R.  I. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Williamson, 
who  bore  him  children  as  follows:  John, 
Jr.,  born  September  8,  1797,  died  Decem- 
ber 25,  1857;  Daniel,  born  February  7, 
1799,  died  January  31,  1886  (he  was  the 
father  of  our  subject);  Luther  L.,  born 
March  8,  1801,  died  Marc!)  12,  1864; 
Hannah,  born  July  15,  1803,  died  April 
28,  1857;  Theodocia,  born  May  15,  1805, 
died  May  31,  1880;  George  W.,  born  June 
18,  1807,  died  September  28, 1861 ; Elijah, 
born  March  13,  1810,  died  in  July,  1880; 
Pollie  M.,  born  June  6,  1813,  died  July 
1,  1849;  Benjamin  F.,  born  January  19, 
1816,  died  December  21,  1885;  Harriet, 
born  May  30,  1819,  died  December  5, 
1869;  and  Adeline  E.,  born  in  Ohio  Sep- 


tember 23,  1821,  died  September  2,  1841. 
The  mother  of  these  was  born  March  15, 
1779.  and  died  May  22,  1845. 

In  1818  John  Clifford,  leaving  his  fam- 
ily behind,  came  west  to  Ohio  in  company 
with  foui-  others — Ephraim  Wilcox,  Will- 
iam Welling,  Joseph  Wilson  and  Charles 
Sweet — the  entire  journey  being  made 
with  a horse  and  cutter.  Having  selected 
a suitable  location  for  a settlement,  on  the 
banks  of  Wellington  creek,  about  half  a 
mile  from  where  the  town  of  Wellington 
now  stands,  Mr.  Clifford  returned  east  for 
his  family,  consisting  of  wife  and  ten  chil- 
dren, and  they  all  arrived  safely  at  their 
new  home  in  March,  1820.  One  week  after- 
ward they  had  cut  the  timber  and  erected 
a log  house,  covered  it  with  shakes,  chinked 
and  “ mudded  ” it,  and  laid  the  floor,  ul- 
timately finding  themselves  comfortably 
settled.  This  building  also  became  the 
first  schoolbouse,  the  first  meeting  house 
and  the  first  tavern.  It  was  the  first  point 
immigrants  would  reach  as  they  entered 
the  settlement,  and  its  doors  were  always 
open  to  welcome  new  comers.  There  the 
first  sermon  was  preached  by  Presiding 
Elder  McM  ahon,  a Methodist,  and  at  that 
meeting  Adam  Poe  received  his  license  to 
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preach.  Mr.  Clifford  was  proverbial  for 
liis  industry  and  thrift.  In  addition  to  Lis 
labors  in  clearing  land,  cutting  roads  and 
raising  crops,  he  plied  his  trade  of  shoe- 
maker, for  many  years  supplying  the  wants 
of  his  neighbors  for  many  miles  around, 
being  the  only  shoemaker  in  the  settle- 
ment. One  dauobter  was  born  to  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Clifford  shortly  after  doming  here, 
making  the  eleventh  in  the  family.  Mr. 
Clifford  died  September  17,  1869,  after  a 
few  weeks’  illness  from  cancer  under  the 
left  arm;  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  there 
had  been  of  his  family  of  eleven  children 
seventy-nine  grandchildren,  ninety-seven 
great-grandchildren  and  one  great-great- 
grandchild- 188  in  all. 

Daniel  C.  Clifford,  father  of  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  February 
7,  1799,  at  Tyringham,  Berkshire  Co., 
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Mass.,  and  was,  as  will  be  seen,  a young 
man  of  twenty-one  when  he  arrived  with 
the  rest  of  the  family  in  Wellington  town- 
ship, where  all  his  life  he  followed  fann- 
ing. On  March  13,  1825,  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  P.  Hall,  of  Brecksville,  Ohio, 
and  twelve  children  were  born  to  them, 
named  as  follows:  Edward,  Henry,  Elvi- 
ra, Jane,  Christopher,  Franklin,  x-Vndrew, 
Charles,  Harriet,  Adeline  and  Ageline 
(twins)  and  Francis,  all  yet  living  except 
two.  On  March  18,  1875,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  C.  Clifford  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding,  and  there  were  present  at  the  fes- 
tival many  of  those  who  had  attended  the 
marriage  half  a century  before.  On  Jan- 
uary 31,  188G,  within  one  week  of  his 
eighty-seventh  birthday,  Mr.  Clifford  was 
summoned  to  his  long  home.  He  had  lived 
on  the  same  farm  sixty-six  years,  and  “ was 
a man  of  a remarkably  vigorous  frame,  in 
domitable  energy  and  independence  of 
character,  industrious,  thrifty,  provident, 
a fair  type  of  the  men  who  conquered  the 
difficulties  of  pioneer  life.”  He  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society  of  Wellington,  but  did  not  until 
shortly  before  his  death  sympathize  with 
or  appreciate  modern  innovations  or  recent 
methods.  His  widow  survived  him  a little 
less  than  one  year,  dying  January  23, 
1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  She  was 
a woman  of  remarkable  energy  and  ability, 
and  heroically  braved  the  toils,  dangers  and 
privations  of  pioneer  life.  She  possessed 
a cheerful,  happy  disposition,  and  “ Aunt 
Sarah  ” (as  she  was  familiarly  called)  was 
universally  loved  and  respected. 

L.  F.  Clifford,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  his  education  at  the 
subscription  schools  of  Wellington  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  his  attendance  there 
being  confined  to  a few  months  in  the 
winter  seasons,  the  balance  of  the  year  be- 
ing devoted  to  farming  operations,  in  which 
he  became  remarkably  successful.  In  1S6G 
lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Alice 
Houghton  Drake,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, viz. : Paul  Carlton,  born  August  18, 


1870,  and  educated  at  the  high  school  of 
Wellington,  and  Robert  Houghton,  born 
December  28,  1872,  who  graduated  at  the 
high  school  of  Wellington,  and  is  now 
taking  a four  years’  course  in  the  “ Case 
School  of  Applied  Science,”  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  In  his  political  preferences  Mr. 
Clifford  is  a Republican,  and  in  matters 
of  religion  he  is  a member  of  the  M.  F. 
Ch  urch. 


D ANIEL  TOLHHEST,  whose  name 
i is  intimately  associated  with  the 
__  agricultural  interests  of  Lorain 
county,  more  particularly  of  Am- 
herst township,  is  a native  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  of  Kent,  England,  born 
March  18,  1836. 

His  father,  John  Tolhnrst,  was  born  in 
the  same  county  in  1800,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Standen;  in  1851 
they  emigrated  with  their  family  to  the 
United  States  and  to  Ohio,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Amherst  township.  The  father 
died  iu  1885;  the  mother  is  yet  living, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Daniel, 
who  is  the  only  survivor  of  her  family  of 
children.  The  voyage  across  the  ocean 
took  five  weeks,  while  now  it  can  be  made 
in  about  that  number  of  days.  Daniel’s 
fifteenth  birthday  was  passed  on  the  water. 
A particularly  sad  event  on  the  trip  was 
the  death  and  burial  at  sea  of  an  only  sis- 
ter, not  quite  two  years  old. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  was  a youth 
of  fifteen  summers  when  he  came  to  Lo- 
rain county,  and  has  been  a resident  ever 
since  of  Amherst  township,  where  he 
owns  a well-cultivated  farm  of  seventy-two 
acres.  In  1861  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Harriet  Standen.  a native  of 
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England,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them,  both  of  whom  died  when  young. 
This  wife  departed  this  life  in  1865,  and 
in  1866  Mr.  Tolhnrst  married  Miss  Ame- 
lia Chapman,  who  was  born  in  Michigan, 
and  reared  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  Four 
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children  came  to  bless  their  union,  viz.: 
Cora,  deceased;  Ward,  born  in  October, 
1871,  who  received  a liberal  commercial 
education  at  Oberlin,  and  lives  on  his 
father’s  farm;  Mary,  wife  of  Howard 
Walker,  of  Amherst  township,  and  Arthur, 
attending  school.  In  politics  our  subject 
is  independent,  invariably  voting  for  the 
best  men  and  most  salutary  measures,  irre- 
spective of  party. 

Mrs.  Amelia  Tolhurst  is  a daughter  of 
William  Henry  and  Jane  (Sackett)  Chap- 
man, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
New  York  State  in  181G,  and  died  May 
26,  1891.  He  lived  in  Michigan  for  a 
time,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Jane 
Sackett,  who  was  a resident  of  Lorain 
county.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chapman,  as  follows:  Celia,  l 
wife  of  Captain  S.  Gilmore,  of  Lorain  ; 
county,  Ohio;  Amelia,  wife  of  Daniel  Tol- 
hurst; Arthur,  who  was  lost  on  the 
schooner  “Clough,”  when  aged  twenty-six 
years;  William,  deceased  in  childhood;  j 
Ella,  wife  of  Dr.  Smith,  of  Olmsted  Falls,  j 
Ohio;  Cora  and  Alice,  both  of  whom  died  | 
young,  and  one  that  lived  not  beyond  the 
days  of  infancy. 


HABLES  A.  FINLEY,  prominent 

I v at  one  time  among  the  general  agri- 
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culturists,  stock  and  dairy  men  of 
Lorain  county,  and  now  a leading 
capitalist  of  Camden,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  December  23,  1847,  a son  of  Thomas 
A.  Finley,  a native  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, whose  father  was  a sailor. 

Thomas  A.  Fin  lev  received  a good  edu- 
cation, and  on  leaving  school  entered  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  in  which  he  served  some  time. 
He  was  married,  December  30,  1846,  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  Lucretia  Spooner,  who 
was  born  in  Penobscot  county,  Maine. 
She  died  August  12,  1849,  leaving  one 
child,  Charles  A.  The  father  then  re- 
turned to  the  sea,  and  for  a short  time 
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thereafter  wrote  home  occasionally  till  all 
at  once  his  letters  ceased,  and  he  has  never 
been  heard  of  since;  he  may  be  dead,  but 
his  fate  is  enshrouded  in  mystery. 

Charles  A.  Finley,  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  was  taken  to  be  reared  under  the 
care  of  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Lewis 
Spooner,  whose  husband  died  of  cholera  in 
1849.  With  her  Charles  continued  to  live 
until  lie  was  six  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
placed  in  a boarding  school  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  remained  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  thirteen  years,  at  which  time 
he  was  bound  out  to  Levi  House,  a farmer 
of  Marilla  township,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
with  him  remained  till  he  was  twenty 
years  old,  part  of  the  time  attending  school. 
After  this  he  obtained  work  on  a farm,  but 
did  not  remain  long,  as  in  1867  he  came 
to  Ohio,  locating  in  North  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain county,  for  a couple  of  years,  still  en- 
gaged in  farm  work.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  moved  into  Wellington  township, 
same  county,  working  as  a farm  hand  for 
S.  D.  Bacon,  whose  daughter,  Euphemia, 
he  married  January  13,  1874.  One  son, 
Archer  S.,  was  born  to  them,  but  died  in 
infancy,  the  mother  following  to  the  grave 
in  January,  1875;  her  remains  are  interred 
in  Wellington  cemetery.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Finley  married  on  March  8, 
1877,  Miss  Emma  O.  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  Greenwich  township,  Huron 
county,  December  26,  1853,  daughter  of 
John  and  Betsy  (Snyder)  Johnson,  who 
came  to  Brighton  township,  Lorain  county, 
in  1860.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
two  children:  Mabel  L.  and  Erwin  E.,  both 
living  at  home. 

In  April,  1877,  our  subject  came  to 
Camden  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
bought  121  acres  of  land  at  forty-two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  going  in  debt  over  four  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  nine  years  he  lived  on 
this  farm,  eno-aged  in  agriculture,  stock 
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raising  and  dairying  and  then  moved  into 
Kipton,  for  two  years  thereafter  retaining 
his  farm,  which  he  then  sold.  In  1887  he 
started  a broom  factory,  a new  industry, 
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which  lie  successfully  carried  on  two  years, 
and  then  disposed  of  his  interest  in  it.  He 
has  since  been  engaged  in  various  enter- 
prises,  meeting  in  all  his  ventures  with 
unqualified  success.  lie  is  a shrewd  dealer 
and  a good  financier,  and  is  possessed  of 
more  than  ordinary  business  qualifications, 
as  his  entire  career  amply  testifies.  He 
controls  a considerable  amount  of  capital, 
and  much  credit  is  due  him  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  accumulated  property 
and  wealth,  and  controlled  what  he  has. 
A Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  held  several 
^offices  of  trust  in  his  township,  for  six 
years  being  trustee  thereof.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  Tent  No.  92,  Kip- 
ton.  Mrs.  Finley  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Camden  Center. 


11.  XICHOLL,  druggist  and  phar- 
macist, was  born  October  10,  1867, 
g at  Brownhelm,  Lorain  county,  the 
sixth  child  of  James  and  Jane 
(Lawson)  Xicholl. 

When  our  subject  was  four  years  of  age 
his  parents  moved  to  North  Amherst, 
where  he  attended  school  and  studied 
pharmacy.  They  are  prominent  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  that  place,  and  the 
father,  who  has  always  been  interested  in 
the  stone  business,  is  now  general  super- 
intendent of  the  Cleveland  Stone  Co.  At 
the  acre  of  seventeen  E.  H.  Xicholl  went 
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into  partnership,  in  the  drug  business, 
with  J.  F.  Uthe,  who  died  two  years  later, 
when  Mr.  Xicholl  continued  alone  in  the 
business.  Shortly  afterward,  owing  to  ill 
health,  he  took  a trip  through  the  south- 
ern States,  returning  greatly  improved. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Ohio 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  is  licensed 
by  that  State. 

In  1892  he  married  M iss  Anna  Miller, 
of  North  Amherst,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Alson.  Politically  Mr.  Xicholl  is 
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inclined  toward  the  Democratic  party,  but 
does  not  take  much  interest  in  political 
affairs,  as  he  spends  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  in  study  and  in  making  his  business 
j a success.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. 

| and  K.  O.  T.  M.  Lodges,  and  is  one  of  the 
! leading,  progressive  and  enterprising 
! young  men  of  North  Amherst.  In  the 
spring  of  1892  he  was  elected  member  of 
the  town  council  for  a term  of  two  years. 


OEL  DUBKEE,  Jr.,  an  enterprising, 
native-born  farmer  of  Eaton  town- 
ship, was  born  December  2,  1814,  a 
son  of  Oel  and  Betsy  (Terry)  Dur- 
kec,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1808 
in  New  York  State,  the  latter  in  1809  in 
Vermont. 

Oel  Durkee,  Sr.,  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  where  he  married  Betsy 
| Terry,  and  in  1832  they  came  westward  to 
j Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in  the  woods 
| of  Eaton  township,  where  they  yet  reside, 
j They  had  a family  of  nine  children  (five  of 
! whom  are  still  living),  viz.:  Mason,  mar- 
ried, residing  in  Henry  county,  Ohio; 
Nancy,  who  was  the  wife  of  Josiah  Lind- 
ley,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio,  died  in  1881; 

' Cordelia,  who  married  Nelson  Cornwell, 
of  Henry  county,  died  in  1878;  Hiram, 
who  enlisted  in  1861,  in  Company  D, 
Twenty-third  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  two 
years,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Antie- 
! tarn;  Pucis,  deceased  when  eight  or  nine 
years  old;  Oel,  Jr.,  mentioned  farther  on; 
Evaline,  Mrs.  Myers,  residing  in  LaPorte, 
Ohio;  Horace,  married,  residing  in  Graf- 
ton, Ohio;  and  Oscar,  married,  residing  in 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  county.  The 
father  of  this  family,  though  now  over 
fourscore  years  of  age,  is  still  a strong, 
active  man.  He  is  a member  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  takes  considerable  interest 
in  politics,  and  served  for  many  years  as 
trustee  of  Eaton  township. 
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Ocl  Durkee,  Jr.,  was  reared  in  Eaton 
township,  received  Ids  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  same,  and  has  devoted 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  agriculture,  | 
engaging  also  in  the  manufacture  of 
cheese.  In  lbGl  he  enlisted,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  in  Company  E, 
Forty-second  O.  A".  I.,  and  served  with 
the  army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  engagements  in  Kentucky, 
siege  of  ABcksburg,  Jackson,  and  New 
Orleans,  was  through  the  Red  River  cam- 
paign,  and  subsequently  at  Brownsville, 
Texas.  In  1S65  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  imme- 
diate!}' returned  to  Lorain  county,  where 
he  resumed  farm  life.  In  December, 
I860,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Eaton 
township,  with  Miss  Emma  Phillips,  a 
native  of  same,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Betsy  (AVilmott)  Phillips;  the  father,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  who  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  Eaton  township,  was  drowned  about  I 
1857,  while  sailing  on  the  “Henry  Clay.” 
His  widow,  who  afterward  remarried,  died 
in  Eaton  township  in  1891. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oel  Durkee  were  born 
eight  children  (six  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing), viz.:  May  (deceased  at  the  age  of 
three  years),  Juna  (deceased  at  the  age  of 
seventeen),  Edward,  Leo,  Stella,  Blanche, 
Elza  and  Flossie.  Our  subject  owns  a 
farm  of  eighty-three  acres  of  good  land, 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming.  In  \ 
politics  he  is  a Republican;  socially  he  is  i 
a member  of  Richard  Allen  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
Elyria. 


j J E.  HOLCOMB,  farmer  and  stock  1 
raiser,  and  a popular  citizen  of  La-  ! 
fi  Y\  Grange  township,  is  a native  of 
Jy  same,  born  September  28,  1840. 

He  is  a son  of  Asal  and  Fannie  i 
(Hastings)  Holcomb,  the  former  of  whom  j 
was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  X.  Y.,  son  of  j 
Noah  Holcomb.  Asal  Holcomb  received 
an  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  j 


learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  having  a 
natural  aptitude  for  mechanical  work. 
When  a young  man  he  came  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Atiss  Fan- 
nie Hastings,  up  to  which  time  he  had 
been  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  labor. 
He  then  bought  land  in  LaGrange  town- 
ship (the  farm  our  subject  now  resides  on), 
and  here  all  their  children  were  born,  as 
follows:  A.  I.,  a farmer  of  LaGrange; 
R.  E.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jeanette, 
Mrs.  D.  C.  Nichols,  of  LaGrange;  AVesley, 
who  died  young;  and  Fannie,  Airs.  Ed- 
ward Nichols,  of  Penfield,  Ohio.  Airs. 
Holcomb  died  at  the  birth  of  her  daimTiter 
Fannie,  and  was  interred  in  Last  cemetery, 
and  Air.  Holcomb  subsequently  married 
Aliss  Maria  Hunter,  of  Richland  county, 
Ohio.  There  were  no  children  by  this 
union.  Air.  Holcomb  was  a lifelong  aori- 
culturist,  and  met  with  considerable  suc- 
cess in  his  vocation,  accumulating  a com- 
fortable competence.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religion  they  were  Chris- 
tians— though  not  members  of  any  Church. 
He  passed  from  earth  in  1807,  and  he  and 
his  wife  lie  buried  in  East  cemetery. 

R.  E.  Holcomb  was  educated  first  in  the 
common  schools,  and  later  at  select  school, 
being  a pupil  of  E.  G.  Johnson  at  La- 
Grange Center.  He  was  trained  to  agri- 
cultural  life,  and  remained  on  the  home 
farm  until  his  enlistment,  September  5, 
1861,  at  LaGrange,  in  Company  B,  First 
Ohio  Artillery,  with  which  he  went  to 
Camp  Dennison,  near  Cincinnati.  Ilis 
first  active  service  was  at  Wild  Cat,  Ivy. 
(theirs  being  the  first  artillery  discharged  in 
Kentucky  during  the  war),  and  subse- 
quently he  was  in  the  battles  of  AI ill 
Springs,  Stone  River,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Crawfish  Springs,  following  his  command 
throucrh  to  the  close  of  the  war,  during 
which  time  he  was  never  obliged  to  be  in 
hospital.  He  had  studied  while  in  camp, 
sending  home  for  books,  and  thus  prepar- 
ing himself  to  teach,  and  after  coming 
home  to  LaGrange  he  taught  school  three 
terms  in  that  township.  On  December  10, 
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1863,  Mr.  Holcomb  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Hertderside,  who  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
James  Henderside,  who  came  from  Scot- 
land. lie  then  bought  out  the  other  heirs 
of  the  home  place,  being  obliged  to  go  into 
debt  therefor,  and  here  he  has  ever  since 
been  eimao-ed  in  oeneral  tanning  and  stock  j 
raising.  He  is  a self-made  man  in  every 
respect.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  has  served  in  various  local  positions, 
but  is  not  an  active  partisan.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holcomb  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Belle  F.,  now  Mrs. 

George  Nichols,  of  LaGrange;  and  Bertie 
A.,  who  is  living  at  home. 


H.  REMINGTON,  for  over  sixty 
years  a resident  of  Lorain  county, 
having  been  born  herein  1828,  comes 
of  old  Massachusetts  stock,  his  parents 
— Henry  J.  and  Matilda  (Williams)  Re- 
mington— being  natives  of  that  State. 

In  February,  1822,  the  parents  set  out 
for  Ohio,  with  a yoke  of  oxen  and  one 
horse,  and  after  a journey  of  six  weeks  ar- 
rived in  Lorain  county,  and  made  a settle- 
ment in  Pittsfield  township.  Chauncey 
Remington,  brother  of  Henry  J.,  accom- 
panied them,  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Williams), 
was  the  first  white  woman  to  enter  Pitts- 
field township,  where  she  died  in  1823.  In 
1828  our  subject’s  father  moved  to  Am- 
herst township,  where  he  cleared  a farm, 
but  in  1836  he  migrated  to  Steuben  county, 
Ind.,  returning  thence  in  1839  to  Amherst 
township,  and  passing  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  the  county,  dying  January  7,  1889. 
He  was  a lifelong  Democrat,  and  filled 
several  township  offices;  in  church  connec- 
tion he  was  a Baptist.  His  wife  died  in 
Amherst  township  in  1881.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Fannie,  born  in  Massachusetts,  widow  of 
O.  D.  Worden,  of  Grinnell,  Iowa;  H.  W., 


born  August  9,  1823,  the  first  male  white 
child  born  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  who  now  lives  in  Wood  county, 
Wis.;  Amanda,  wife  of  Horace  Steele, 
living  in  California;  J.  H.,  subject  of 
sketch;  Benedict  Bliss,  who  died  in  Ash- 
tabula county,  Ohio,  in  1885;  Sarah  Ann, 
deceased  in  infancy;  and  Lydia,  who  was 
married  to  William  Kelley,  of  Kelley's 
Island,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

J.  11.  Remington  was  born  in  Amherst 
township,  where  he  received  his  education 
and  was  reared,  excepting  for  about  three 
years  which  he  passed  in  Steuben  county, 
Ind.  For  his  trade  lie  learned  carpentry, 
and  in  early  manhood  worked  at  same  in 
Dane  county,  Wis.  While  there  he  en- 
listed, in  1861,  in  Company  A,  Eleventh 
W isconsin  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Madison,  the  regiment  being 
assigned  to  the  Western  Department. 
During  the  first  winter  they  guarded  pris- 
oners at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  after  which  they 
were  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  the 
engagements  at  Magnolia  Church  and  Port 
Gibson,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  and  then  returned  to  Vicks- 
burg. Our  subject  then  came  home  on  a 
thirty-days’  furlough,  after  which  he  re- 
joined Ids  regiment  at  New  Orleans.  In 
their  second  campaign  they  marched  215 
miles,  and  they  served  in  the  campaign  of 
western  Tennessee  and  northern  .Missis- 
sippi, thence  going  to  Mobile,  Ft.  Morgan 
and  Ft.  Blakeley,  where  Mr.  Remington 
captured  a revolver  from  a Confederate 
officer.  After  this  the  regiment  was  sta- 
tioned  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  etc.  At 
Mobile,  Ala.,  our  subject  received  his  dis- 
charge in  September,  1865,  and  returned 
to  Madison,  Wis.,  having  seen  over  four 
years’  hard  service. 

In  1852  Mr.  Remington  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Amherst  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Maria  Spencer,  who 
was  born  in  LaGrange,  Lorain  county, 
daughter  of  E.  C.  and  An  celine  (Rock- 

O.  # O ^ v 

wood)  Spencer,  natives  of  New  York. 
Grandfather  Asa  Rockwood  came  to  La- 
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Grange  township  in  182G,  being  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  place.  Mrs.  Rem- 
ington’s  father  came  to  Lorain  county 
in  1832,  was  married  in  1833,  and  after 
some  years  moved  to  Henry  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  in  1892;  the  mother  had 
passed  away  in  1885.  To  our  subject  and 
wife  were  born  seven  children,  namely: 
Frank,  married  and  living  in  Pottawat- 
tamie county,  Iowa;  Ella,  deceased  at  the 
age  of  one  year;  Addie,  wife  of  L.  L.  Jack- 
son,  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  Lydia,  wife  of  A. 
A.  Sharp,  of  Centerville,  Ivans.,  Willie  and 
Lillie  (twins),  the  former  living  at  home,  the 
latter  married  to  G.  Id.  Coleman,  of  Omaha, 
Neb.,  and  Angie,  at  home.  In  politics 
Mr.  Pemincrton  is  an  ardent  Republican, 

C1  * 1 t 

and  takes  a live  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
his  county  and  township.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Union  Veteran  League,  quarter- 
master of  Post  No.  118  G.  A.  R.,  now 
servino-  his  fifth  term,  and  has  been  com- 
mander  of  the  Post.  Prior  to  coming  to 
North  Amherst,  he  followed  farming  in 
Lorain  county.  [Since  the  above  was  writ- 
ten, we  have  been  informed  of  the  death 
October  1,  1S93,  of  Mr.  Remington. — Ed. 


v-lpHIOMAS  II.  JOXES.  The  land  of 
the  Cymri  has  given  to  America 
many  of  her  most  stalwart,  loyal 
and  honorable  citizens,  such  as  was 
the  gentleman  whose  name  here 
appears.  He  was  born  in  Wales  in  1843, 
a son  of  John  and  Maria  (Monroe)  Jones, 
also  natives  of  that  country,  whence  they 
came  to  the  United  States  when  our  sub- 
ject was  a boy,  making  their  new  home  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  the  father  died; 
the  mother  is  now  living  in  Cuyahoga 


county,  same  State. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in 
Cleveland,  and  October  6,  1862,  he  en- 
listed, in  that  city,  in  Company  II,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  O.  V.  I.,  three 
years’  service,  or  during  the  war.  His 


regiment  was  attached  to  the  army  of  the 
East,  and  participated  in  many  blood v 
battles,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Gettysburg,  Wilderness  and  Atlanta.  On 
July  9,  1865,  Mr.  Jones  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  re- 
turned home  to  Cleveland,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1870,  when  he  came 
to  Lorain,  Lorain  county,  with  which 
thriving  town  he  was  closely  identified  up 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  April  4,  1891. 

Thomas  H.  Jones  and  Miss  Augusta  M. 

I Lampman  were  united  in  marriage  in  1868. 

| She  is  a native  of  Lorain  county.  Ohio,  a 
| daughter  of  Mark  and  Elizabeth  (Church- 
ill) Lampman,  of  New  York  and  Connect - 
i icut,  respectively.  Her  father  was  a sailor, 
j then  a hotel  and  store  keeper,  later  custom- 
house officer  for  over  twenty  years  at  Lorain, 
and  he  is  yet  remembered  as  one  of  the 
early  merchants  of  Lorain  county.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  died  in 
July,  1885,  his  wife  surviving  him  till 
| August,  1892.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
II.  Jones  were  born  two  children:  Mark, 
sketch  of  whom  follows,  and  Gussie.  Mr. 
Jones  was  for  some  time  encaged  in  the 
real-estate  business,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  collector  for  the  Port  of  Lorain. 
Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and  he 
was  a member  of  the  Protected  Home 
Circle.  His  grandfather,  Stephen  Church- 
ill, was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 


[f  ARK  JOXES,  who  for  the  past 
two  years  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  & Wheel- 
ing Railroad,  as  time-keeper,  is  a 
native  of  Lorain,  born  June  10, 
1869,  a son  of  T.  II.  Jones.  Our  subject 
was  reared  in  his  native  city,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  same. 
He  was  for  some  time  in  the  emplov  of 
the  Cleveland  Paper  Company,  and  later 
studied  stenography  in  Chicago,  after 
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which  he  became  bookkeeper  in  a foundry 
at  Lorain,  and  has  held  his  present  posi- 
tion since  March  9, 1891.  On  July  14,  1891, 
Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rowena  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Lo- 
rain, Lorain  county,  daughter  of  Captain 
Truman  Moore;  her  parents  reside  in  Lo- 
rain. M r.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  trustee. 


FJ  FI.  BACON.  This  gentleman,  who  for 
many  years  has  been  recognized  as  a 
leader  among  the  leading  business 
men  of  Lorain  county,  is  a native  of 
same,  born  in  Brownhelm  township.  March 
13,  1840. 

Benjamin  Bacon,  father  of  subject,  was 
a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Old 
Stockbridge,  whence  in  ISIS  he  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  in  Brownhelm  township, 
Lorain  county.  lie  made  the entirejourney 
with  a one-horse  wagon,  and  had  but  four 
dollars  in  money  when  he  arrived  in  Brown- 
helm. He  made  his  settlement  where 
William  Bacon  now  lives,  havincr  bought 
wildland  from  one  William  Brown.  In  1820 
lie  erected  a mill  at  what  is  known  as 
“ Mill  Hollow,”  on  the  Vermillion  river, 
and  about  1S35  enlarged  it  from  a one-burr 
to  a four-burr  capacity.  Ten  years  later  he 
equipped  it  with  modern  improvements. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
(mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch!  be- 
in  or  M iss  Anna  W.  Wells,  a native  of  West 
Hartford,  Connecticut. 

F.  H.  Bacon,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Brownhelm  township,  and 
at  Norwalk  High  School,  after  which  he 
commenced  the  million  business  with  his 
father.  In  this  he  continued  until  1860, 
when  he  engaged  in  shipping  grain  to  vari- 
ous points.  On  May  13,  1861,  he  joined, 
as  first  lieutenant,  Company  K,  Twenty- 


third  O.  V.  I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the 
army  of  the  West,  and  he  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain 
and  Antietam,  after  which  the  regiment 
returned  to  West  Virginia.  In  January, 
1864,  he  resigned  his  commission,  and  re- 

o 

turned  to  Lorain  county,  once  more  en- 
gaging in  the  milling  and  shipping  busi- 
ness. In  1873  he  sold  the  mill;  in  1879 
rebought  it;  in  1882  rebuilt  it,  putting  in 
rollers  and  making  it  a 150-barrel  mill;  in 
1892  acrain  sold,  but  now  (1893)  once  more 
owns  it.  This  is  the  same  mill,  in  Brown- 
helm township,  which  his  father  had  built 
and  enlarged.  For  some  years  he  has  had 
large  interests  in  southern  Indiana — 800 
acres  of  the  best  coal  and  grain  land. 

In  1860  F.  H.  Bacon  and  Miss  Abide 
S.  Wells  were  united  in  marriage.  She 
was  a daughter  of  George  and  Maria  B. 
(Butler)  Wells,  who  came  from  Connecti- 
cut to  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  county, 
about  the  year  1821,  and  here  passed  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon 
were  born  eight  children,  as  follows:  Sarah, 

( i 

assisting  her  father  in  the  office,  as  amanu- 
ensis, etc.,  and  who  is' considered  one  of 
the  best  all-round  business  women  in  Ohio; 
Anna,  who  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen; De  Wight,  Martha  W.,  Melvin  S., 
Lewis  C.,  Charles  and  Julia  W.  The 
mother  was  called  to  her  long  home  in 
1882.  Mr.  Bacon  is  a member  of  Rice 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  North  Amherst,  and  is 
a Republican.  In  thoughts  and  acts  he  is 
thoroughly  metropolitan,  perfectly  famil- 
iar with  Boards  of  Trade  and  other  busi- 
ness interests,  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
He  is  now  mauacring  two  mills  of  150- 
barrels  capacity  each,  and  is  largely  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  shipping  stock. 


Tl  C.  BIGGS.  England  has  given  to 
k.  j the  United  States  many  stalwart  and 
vjo  loyal  citizens,  plodding  and  indus- 
trious in  time  of  peace,  and  cour- 
ageous and  resolute  in  the  tight  for  liberty 
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and  right.  Such  an  one  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  recognized  as  a “typical 
lighting  common  soldier.”  lie  is  of  me- 
dium height,  very  hardy  and  muscular,  the 
doo-o-ed  determination  peculiar  to  the  Brit- 
on,  being,  perhaps,  his  strongest  charac- 
ter  i stic. 

Mr.  Biggs  was  born  in  Northampton- 
shire, England,  in  1830,  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Frances  (Paxton)  Biggs,  the  former  of 
whom  carried  on  farming  in  Pittsfield 
township,  this  county,  south  of  Elyria. 
Here  the  parents  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  the  father  dying  in  1876  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years,  the  mother  in  18S9, 
aged  sixty-eight  years.  They  had  a family 
of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  our  subject 
being  the  eldest,  and  the  only  one  born  in 
England;  the  youngest  son  now  owns  the 
old  homestead. 

J.  C.  Biggs,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  but  a boy  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  America,  and  to  Pittsfield 
township,  Lorain  county,  at  the  common 
schools  of  which  he  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation. lie  also  attended  for  a time  the 
high  school,  and  while  a student  there  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  which 
turned  his  attention  from  the  schoolroom 
to  the  field  of  Mars.  On  April  18,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I.  Eighth  O.  Y.  I., 
Capt.  E.  G.  Johnson,  which  was  the  first 
company  to  go  out  from  the  county.  He 
served  four  years,  ten  months,  fifteen  days 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  Hancock’s 
corps,  and  participated  in  the  following 
battles:  Winchester,  Antietam.  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg, 
besides  numerous  minor  enmao-ements.  At 

” CD 

Gettysburg  (his  last  battle)  he  was  severe- 
ly wounded  in  the  arm,  which  necessitated 
his  confinement  to  hospital  for  six  months. 
He  then  reentered  the  service,  enlisting 
this  time  in  Company  K,  Ninth  Regiment 
Hancock’s  Veteran  Corps,  in  which  he 
served  till  March  3,  1866,  at  which  date  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Washington.  D.  C., 
having  served  a much  longer  period  in  the 
army  than  most  of  his  comrades.  Return- 


ing home  to  the  pursuits  of  peace,  he  fol- 
lowed farming  for  a few  years;  then  em- 
barked in  the  newspaper  agency  business 
in  Elyria,  and  has  had  the  sale  of  the  lead- 
ing newspapers  for  over  fifteen  years.  He 
now  disposes  of  about  100  papers  per  day, 
and  is  agent  for  twenty-three  dailies.  Mr. 
Biggs  was  married  March  3,  1869,  to 
Emma  Clark,  also  a native  of  England,  and 
five  children  have  come  to  bless  their  home: 
Clark,  Elsworth,  Norris,  Harry  and  Edith. 
Our  subject  is  a Republican  and  an  Episco- 
palian. He  is  a vice-commander  in  the 
G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a mem  her  of  the  Union  Vet- 
eran Legion,  No.  41,  Elyria,  Ohio,  of  which 
he  is  colonel  and  presiding  officer,  and  in 
which  he  has  served  as  officer  of  the  day, 
past  commander  and  in  other  prominent 
positions.  Lie  is  also  a member  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
was  the  only  member  of  it  from  the  State 
of  Ohio  to  attend  the  reunion  held  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  in  June,  1892. 


J|  If  ENRY  F.  BEESE,  one  of  the  en- 
terprising  proprietors  of  the  far- 
[1  famed  “Boston  Store,”  in  Lorain, 
J)  is  a native  of  Elyria,  born  September 
19,  1867. 

His  father,  Frederick  Beese,  was  born 
in  1825,  in  Germany,  where  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Stark,  also  a native  of  Ger- 
many, born  in  1827.  In  1856  they  im- 
migrated to  the  United  States,  and,  settling 
in  Elyria  same  year,  have  here  since  re- 
sided. They  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Henry  F.  is  the  youngest. 
Frederick  Beese  was  a private  in  Company 
G,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Regiment 
O.  V.  I.,  serving  three  years. 

Until  the  age  of  fourteen  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  German 
Lutheran  School  at  Elyria,  afterward  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  the  same 
place  some  three  and  one-half  years.  On 
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completion  of  his  literary  education  Mr. 
Beese  entered  the  employ  of  Straus  & 
Kupfer,  dry-goods  merchants,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  same  store  until  September 
1,  1892,  during  which  time  it  changed 
hands  three  times:  first  to  M.  Straus; 

then  to  Biggs,  Bowen  & Co.,  and  lastly  to 
Geo.  T.  Biggs  & Co.  In  the  fall  of  1892, 
in  company  with  Max  Morehouse  and 
William  E.  Carter,  Mr.  Beese  opened  out 
a dry-goods  store  in  the  new  “Smith 
Block,”  Lorain,  occupying  the  first  floor 
and  basement,  the  dimensions  of  the  large 
store  room  beiim  40  x 80  feet,  and  here 
with  characteristic  push  and  energy,  close 
attention  to  business,  they  have  since  con- 
ducted a thriving  trade.  Politically  Mr. 
Beese  is  a Democrat;  socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  Knights 
of  Pythias. 


1^  I|[  1LAN  COKE  (deceased).  Koger 
||\/ 1:  Cone,  the  father  of  this  gentleman, 

It  -‘li  was  born  August  17,  1803,  in 
Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  son  of 
Frederick  Cone,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  learned  the  millwright’s  trade. 
He  was  married  to  Emeline  Brown,  who 
was  born  April  21,  1803,  in  Tyringham, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Lyman 
Brown,  and  while  in  Massachusetts  two 
children  were  born  to  this  union,  namely: 
Marshall,  a farmer,  who  died  in  1870  in 
Penfield,  Ohio;  and  Mary,  who  resides  in 
Wellington,  Ohio. 

In  1843  Roger  Cone  came . west  to 
Charlestown,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  drivinor 
the  entire  distance  with  a covered  one- 
horse  wagon,  and  en  route  stopping  at 
various  places  in  New  York  and  other 
States.  He  remained  in  Portage  county 
one  year,  and  in  1844  removed  to  Penfield 
township,  Lorain  county,  locating  on  the  j 
farm  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  j 
life,  and  which  he  purchased  at  sheriff’s  | 
sale  at  nine  dollars  per  acre;  it  was  form-  | 


erly  the  property  of  an  early  settler,  Dr. 
Hall,  who  had  met  with  reverses,  losinc 
his  sawmill  and  other  property.  Here 
Mr.  C lone  erected  a residence,  which  is 
still  standing.  After  coming  to  Ohio,  the 
following  members  were  added  to  the  fam- 
ily: Mercy,  now  the  wife  of  David  Peters, 
of  Wellington,  Ohio,  who  has  one  child, 

O # 7 # ^ 

La vina;  Merritt,  who  died  in  1853,  and 
Milan,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch. 
The  father  of  these  was  a systematic  agri- 
culturist, and  took  great  interest  in  the 
neatness  of  his  farm  and  surroundings. 
He  was  very  successful,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  owner  of  252  acres  of 
excellent  land.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  though  not  an  active 

7 # # O 

politician,  and  in  religious  connection  he 
and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  at  Penfield.  He  passed 
from  earth  March  11,  1884.  preceded  to 
the  grave  by  his  wife  March  12,  1876,  and 
they  now  lie  buried  in  Penfield  cemetery. 

Milan  Cone,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  April  4,  1848,  on  the 
farm  in  Penfield  township  where  he  passed 
his  entire  life.  He  obtained  his  elemen- 
tary education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  this  was  afterward 
supplemented  with  a short  term  of  study 
in  a school  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  On  De- 
cember 25,  1871.  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, by  Rev.  A.  Pollock,  with  Miss 
Esther  Drake,  who  was  born  November 
20,  1851,  in  the  town  of  Ames,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  David  and 
Julia  (Alger)  Drake,  who  came  to  Ohio  in 
1862,  locating  first  in  Harrisville  town- 
6hip,  Medina  county,  and  later  in  Penfield 
township,  Lorain  county.  After  marriage 
our  subject  located  on  the  home  farm,  liv- 
ing in  a small  house  near  the  family  resi- 
deuce,  whither  he  removed  after  the  death 
of  his  father.  To  the  union  of  (Milan  and 
Esther  Cone  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Letha  E.,  bookkeeper  for  a wholesale 
house  at  Chicago,  111.;  Kate  W.,  attending 
school  at  Penfield;  Mercy  A.,  and  Fred 
M.;  all  living.  Mr.  Cone  engaged  chiefly 
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in  the  breeding  of  fine  cattle,  especially 
Jerseys,  and  was  a most  excellent  judge  of 
stock.  In  politics  he  was  a leader  in  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  section.  He  died 
January  19,  1892,  of  consumption,  after  a 
lingering  illness,  and  was  buried  in  Pen- 
field  cemetery.  Since  his  decease  his 
widow  has  had  charge  of  the  farm,  in  the 
management  of  which  she  has  shown  con- 
siderable ability.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Penfield  Center,  and 
is  highly  respected  in  the  community. 


AMUEL  NAYLOR,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  landholders  and  wealthiest 
^ farmers  of  Penfield  township,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1823,  in  Carlisle,  Cumberland 
county. 

He  is  a son  of  Samuel  Naylor,  who  was 
born  in  what  was  then  known  as  Little 
York,  Penn.,  a son  of  Jacob  Naylor,  who 
was  a farmer  and  a distiller.  .Our  sub- 
ject’s father  was  reared  on  a farm,  and 
when  a young  man  followed  teaming, 
haulincr  whiskey  from  his  father’s  and 

(A-  ^ * 

other  distilleries  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where 
was  found  the  best  market  for  that  com- 
modity. In  those  days  it  took  six  horses 
to  haul  thirty  barrels  of  whiskey.  Samuel 
Naylor,  Sr.,  was  married  in  Cumberland 
county  to  Elizabetli  Uhler,  a native  of  that 
county,  born  of  German  ancestry.  After 
marriage  the  young  couple  located  on  a 
small  farm  in  Cumberland  county,  which 
he  rented.  In  Pennsylvania  children,  as 
follows,  were  born  to  them:  Mary,  now 
the  widow  of  Amos  Fritz,  residing  at  Me- 
dina,  Ohio;  Samuel,  our  subject;  Benja- 
min K.,  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  now  of 
Lucas  county,  Ohio;  Jacob,  a farmer  of 
Spencer,  Ohio;  and  Rebecca,  Mrs.  AY.  W. 
Hutchisson,  of  \Vood  county,  Ohio.  In 
the  fall  of  1829  the  family  came  to  Ohio 
over  the  Alleghany  Mountains  in  a cov- 


ered two-horse  wagon,  bringing  with  them 
considerable  household  effects,  including 
their  bedding,  which  they  found  of  the 
greatest  use  on.  their  two  weeks’  wearisome 
journey.  Mr.  Naylor,  the  father,  had  pre- 
viously visited  Ohio,  and  in  Guilford  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  had  selected  land 
then  looked  after  by  Judge  Ileinan  Ely,  of 
Elyria,  Lorain  county.  On  the  occasion 
of  that  visit  Mr.  Naylor  had  hired  a man 
to  build  a loo-  house  for  the  convenience  of 
the  family  when  they  should  arrive,  but 
they  -found  it  in  such  an  unfinished  state 
that  they  had  to  rent  another  cabin  in  the 
neighborhood,  wherein  to  pass  the  winter. 
In  the  meantime  their  own  was  made  habi- 
table, and  in  the  following  spring  they 
moved  into  it.  While  the  family  were  en 
route,  one  child,  named  Eliza,  was  born  at 
Lancaster.  Penn.,  which  interesting  event 
delayed  them  three  days.  In  Medina 
county  the  family  were  further  increased 
by  four,  to  wit:  John,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one;  William,  of  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war;  Sarah, 
deceased;  and  Henry,  of  Wood  county. 
On  this  farm  in  Medina  county  the  mother 
of  these  children  passed  from  earth,  and 
the  father  then  moved  into  the  village  of 
Seville,  same  county,  having  purchased  in 
the  vicinity  a farm  of  thirty  acres,  and  also 
a residence  in  the  village.  In  Guilford 
township  he  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Harriet  Sheldon,  and  one  child  was 
born  to  this  union,  Harriet,  now  Mrs. 
James  Ross,  at  the  frontier  teaching  In- 
dians. Mr.  Naylor  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
Lutheran,  cemetery,  Guilford  township. 
Politically,  he  was  originally  a Whig,  and 
after  the  formation  of  the  party  was  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  had  traveled  all 
through  the  Southern  States,  and.  from 
observations  he  made  during  his  visit,  pre- 
dicted the  Civil  war  many  years  before  it 
broke  out. 

Samuel  Naylor,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  received  but  a limited  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools  of  Guilford 
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township,  Medina  county,  as  in  early  boy- 
hood he  was  put  to  work  to  help  clear  his 
father’s  farm  of  heavy  timber  and  under- 
growth, and  in  reality  he  was  able  to  do  a 
man’s  work  while  yet  a boy.  Besides 
working  at  home  he  hired  out  to  different 
parties  to  make  shingles,  at  which  he  be- 
came very  expert,  being  able  to  turn  out 
in  a single  day  one  thousand  shingles,  28 
inches  long  by  6 wide.  Up  to  the  time  of 
his  marriao-e  he  lived  at  home,  and  turned 
all  his  earnings  over  to  his  father.  In  Au- 
gust, 1845,  Mr.  Naylor  was  married  in 
Guilford  township,  Medina  county,  to  Bar- 
bara Long,  who  was  born  in  September, 
1824,  near  Toronto,  Canada,  a daughter  of 
John  Lono  a farmer  of  Wadsworth  town- 

O 

ship,  Medina  county,  and  for  a time  there- 
after the  young  couple  made  their  home 
with  Mr.  Long.  Our  subject  then  rented 
land  in  Litchfield  township,  same  county, 
where  he  lived  for  three  or  four  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  Penfield  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  where  he  bought  1U7  acres  of 
wild  land  at  six  dollars  per  acre.  At  that 
time  not  a road  led  to  the  spot,  and  he  had 
to  cut  his  way  through  as  he  came  along. 
The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  erect  a cabin, 
and  then  commenced  to  make  a clearing 

O 

for  purposes  of  cultivation.  This  land  be 
bought  entirely  on  credit,  and  with  but  a 
rude  equipment  of  farming  implements  he 
heroically  set  to  work  to  convert  the  al- 
most impenetrable  forest  into  smiling  fields 
of  grain,  and  the  land  was  soon  all  paid  for. 

The  record  of  the  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  Baylor  is  as  follows:  Jacob, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war  before  he  was 
seventeen  years  old,  died  at  Camp  Dennison 
while  in  the  service;  Henry  died  young; 
Elizabeth  is  Mrs.  Stewart  Loner, of  Penfield; 
Rebecca  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Andrew 
Sigourney;  Harriet  A.  lives  at  home;  Lany 
E.  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Emma 
(Mrs.  William  Bradstock)  lives  in  Penfield; 
Mary  died  when  seventeen  years  old  ; Har- 
vey G.,  a farmer,  is  living  in  Spencer, 
Ohio;  and  Dora  (Mrs.  Lemuel  Hower)  also 
lives  in  Spencer.  The  mother  died  Janu- 


ary 7,  1S74,  and  was  buried  at  Spencer, 
Medina  county.  She  was  a member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Chufch.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Naylor  wedded  Miss  Nancy 
E.  Yocom,  who  died  in  1882  leaving  no 
issue;  she  is  buried  in  Congress,  Wayne 
Co.,  Ohio.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a lie- 
publican,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
to  office,  his  own  affairs  demanding  and  re- 
ceiving  his  undivided  attention.  He  now 
owns  about  400  acres  of  superior  farming 
land,  on  which  in  1892  he  erected  a line 
modern  residence.  He'is  a leader  in  edu- 
cational matters,  and  in  an  early  day  was  a 
prime  mover  in  the  formation  of  the  school 
district  in. his  section,  he  and  his  brother 
Jacob  contributing  the  land  where  the  first 

O 

school  building  stood  in  their  section.  For 
several  years  Mr.  Naylor  has  been  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 


G/'IIABLES  BEATER,  a prominent, 
I representative  agriculturist  of  Eaton 
) township,  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1828,  a son  of 
William  and  Rebecca  (Matthews)  Beaver, 
natives  of  Long  Island  and  Genesee  county, 
New  York. 

About  the  year  1841  the  parents  of  our 
subject  came  to  Lorain  county,  first  lo- 
cating in  LaGrange  township,  afterward 
moving  to  Eaton  township,  where  they 
continued  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
had  been  their  life  work.  The  father  died 
in  Grafton  in  1878,  the  mother  in  Adrian, 
Mich.,  in  1892.  They  reared  a family  of 
nine,  of  whom  seven  are  yet  living,  as  fol- 
lows: Benjamin,  a farmer  of  Lenawee 
county,  Mich.;  James,  a farmer  of  La- 
Grange  township;  Charles;  Edward,  a car- 
penter, residing  in  LaGrange  township; 
Catherine,  wife  of  S.  C.  M.  Hardy,  of  Mon- 
roe county,  N.  Y.;  Alice,  wife  of  C.  Jen- 
nings, of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  Susan,  wife 
of  S.  W.  Sharp,  of  Adrian,  Michigan. 
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Charles  Beaver  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation at  the  schools  of  h is  native  place, 
and  was  brought  up  a fanner’s  boy.  At 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county, 
and  from  there  moved  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
where  he  engao-ed  in  the  livery  business. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  for  three  years,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Second  Bull  Run  (where  he  received 
a gun-shot  wound  in  the  right  hand)  and 
Strasburg,  after  which  he  was  detailed  as 
wagon  master  on  a waoon  train.  lie  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
J uly  3,  1865,  and  returned  to  the  pursuits 
of  peace  in  Lorain  county.  In  September, 
same  year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriet  Felt,  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Voman  and 
Julia  (Peck)  Felt,  natives  of  Vermont  and 
early  settlers  of  Lorain  county;  the  father 
died  in  1872,  the  mother  is  still  living, 
now  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Beaver  were  born 
three  children:  George;  Nora,  wife  of 
Bernard  Worthington,  of  LaPorte  (they 
have  two  children);  and  Natha.  Politi- 
cally our  subject  is  a zealous  Republican; 
socially  he  is  a member  of  Richard  Allen 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Elyria. 


1IOMAS  KING,  than  whom  no  one 
is  better  known  as  an  agriculturist 
and  breeder  of  tine  stock  in  Lorain 
county,  is  a native  of  Massachu- 
setts, born  November  25,  1828,  in 
Taunton,  where  he  resided  until  twelve 
years  of  age.  He  then  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Columbiana  county,  Ohio;  thence 
to  Eaton,  Lorain  Co..  Ohio.  He  received 
a common-school  education,  and  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  Farming  has  been 
his  life  work,  lie  has  made  a specialty  of 


rearing  Cotswold  sheep  and  Holstein 
cattle,  which  have  frequently  taken  prizes 
at  county  fairs. 

On  March  7,  1871,  Mr.  King  was  mar- 
ried at  Niagara  Falls  to  Harriet  Van- 
Wagnen,  of  Eaton,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
daughter  ot  G.  11.  Van  Wagnen.  The 
following  named  seven  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Eva,  Grace,  Myrtle,  Minnie, 
Clara,  Richard,  and  Nellie. 

Mr.  King  is  owner  of  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  acres,  all  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  interested  in 
politics  and  votes  the  Republican  ticket; 
has  been  township  trustee  three  terms,  and 
is  a member  of  the  school  board. 

Richard  King,  father  of  the  above,  was 
born  in  Leicestershire,  England,  in  1796, 
and  was  there  married  to  Elizabeth  Bali,  of 
the  same  town.  In  1826  they  moved  to 
Launton,  Mass.  Mr.  King  was  engaged 
in  the  Taunton  print  works  until  1840, 
and  then  moved  to  East  Liverpool,  Colum- 
biana Co.,  Ohio.  In  1841  he  came  with 
his  family  to  Eaton,  Lorain  county,  at 
that  time  an  hncultivated  forest  tract. 

! Here  he  set  to  work  with  a will,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  his  older  children  soon 
cleared  a tine  farm.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  in  the  settlement  to  build  a brick  kiln 
and  sell  brick  to  other  pioneers.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety-two,  and  his  wife  at 
eighty-two.  In  his  political  predilections 
he  was  an  anti-slavery  Whig  until  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  party,  when  he 
enrolled  himself  under  its  banner.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  this  honored 
couple,  four  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
The  following  is  a record  of  the  six 
remaining: 

The  first,  George  W.,  was  born  in  1822; 

! went  to  Galena,  111.,  thence  to  Clark 
j county,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 

| where  he  married.  He  was  admitted  to 
! the  bar  in  Wisconsin;  was  prosecuting  at- 
| torney  in  Clark  county,  and  represented 
I same  in  the  State  Legislature.  Later  he 
! engaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  busi- 
! ness,  but  sustained  serious  reverses  in  the 
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panic  of  1873.  Being  in  Idaho  at  the 
time  that  Territory  was  admitted  as  a 
State,  lie  was  elected  a delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention.  lie  now  re- 
sides in  Colorado,  where  he  is  interested 
iu  mining,  and  is  widely  known  as  a 
>olitical  speaker  and  writer  on  free  silver. 
Ie  has  three  children,  one  of  whom, 
George  R.,  served  for  two  years  in  the 
Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Regiment. 

The  second,  Myra,  was  born  in  1825, 
and  married  Charles  II.  Merrick  who 
served  for  three  years  in  the  Eighth  0.  V.  I. 
She  studied  medicine,  graduating  in  1852 
from  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of 
Rochester,  X.  Y.  Later  she  adopted 
Homeopathy,  becoming  a member  of  the 
American  Institute.  She  was  the  first 
woman  physician  in  Ohio.  From  1852  to 
1892  she  practiced  in  Cleveland,  having 
an  extensive  and  very  lucrative  business. 
She  was  actively  connected  with  college, 
hospital  and  dispensary  work.  She  has 
now  retired  and  lives  in  Cleveland  with 
her  only  child,  Richard  L.  Merrick,  a me- 
chanic and  contractor,  lie  married  Eliza 
Johnson,  daughter  of  A.  C.  Johnson,  of 
II  uron  county,  Ohio.  She  is  a physician, 
a graduate  of  Oberlin  and  of  the  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  College  of  Cleveland,  and 
now  a professor  in  the  Cleveland  Medical 
College. 

The  third,  Thomas,  is  the  subject  of  this 
memoir. 

The  fourth,  John,  born  1830,  married  in 
1860,  and  moved  to  Clark  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lum- 
bering. He  enlisted  in  1862  for  three 
years,  in  the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry, and  served  with  the  army  of  the 
West  in  Louisiana;  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  1865  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
lie  died  in  1886  in  Clark  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, leaving  widow  and  six  children. 

The  fifth,  Elizabeth,  born  in  1836,  was 
married  in  1863  to  Alfred  Fanver  on  his 
return  from  the  war.  He  had  received  a 
very  severe  wound  at  the  battle  of  Win- 
chester. They  are  now  living  at  Oberlin, 


educating  five  of  their  children.  The 

tD 

eldest  son,  Lester,  is  City  Civil  Engineer 
of  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 

The  sixth,  Sara  Ellen,  was  born  in  1840. 
She  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  John  Booth, 
who  was  a soldier,  serving  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Third  O.  V.  I.  They  now 
live  on  the  Booth  homestead  in  Carlisle 
township.  Mrs.  Booth  is  an  active  church 
worker.  They  have  three  children,  one  of 
whom  is  being  educated  at  Oberlin. 

The  King  family  has  been  intimately 
and  honorably  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  county  in  its  war  record,  its  anti- 
slavery, temperance,  and  educational  senti- 
ment, and  in  all  that  makes  for  good  citi- 
zenship. 


/George  battle,  who  from  in- 

|!  fancy,  with  the  exception  of  five 
years,  has  been  a resident  of  AY  ell  - 
ington  township,  is  an  agriculturist 
of  no  6inall  prominence.  He  is  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Great 
Barrington,  Berkshire  county,  October  5, 
1823. 

Ithel  Battle,  his  father,  also  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  a farmer  by  vocation,  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Smith,  and  when  our  sub- 
ject was  some  six  months  old  they  came 
west  to  Ohio,  traveling  with  a two-horse 

(j 

wagon.  They  settled  in  Wellington  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  the  father  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  died  in  May,  1869, 
when  he  was  seventy-seven  years  old;  his 
wife  passed  away  in  October,  same  year, 
aged  seventy-two  years.  They  were  honored 
people  of  the  Old-school  Presbyterian  per- 
suasion, industrious  and  frugal  in  their 
habits;  politically  the  father  was  a Repub- 
lican at  the  time  of  his  death,  originally  a 
Whicr,  and  he  was  a very  robust,  erect 

- O # */  ^ 

man,  even  in  his  old  age.  Our  subject's 
maternal  grandfather,  Smith,  was  from 
Orange  county,  X.  Y.,  and  when  he  was 
twenty  years  old  he  (Mr.  Battle)  visited 
his  grandmother  there. 
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George  Battle,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  reared  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns  and  resides  on,  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  during  the  winter  months  for 
a few  seasons.  For  some  five  years  he  re- 
sided in  Brighton  township,  then  six  years 
in  the  village  of  Wellington,  and  finally 
on  his  present  farm  of  112  acres  of  prime 
land.  He  also  at  one  time  owned  land  in 
Hardin  county,  Ohio.  In  1850  he  married 
Miss  Arvilla  Dyar,  who  was  reared  in 
Hanover,  Ind.,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Viola,  and  Durell,  who 

married  a Miss  Johnson,  by  whom  he  has 
five  children,  namely:  George  C.,  Darwin 
Blake,  Clyde,  Carl  and  Bernice  L.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Battle  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  was  a strong  Abolitionist  and  Union 
man  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 


ALYIK  SAGE,  insurance  agent, 
k Wellington,  is  one  of  the  leading, 

y e*  o 7 

f)  pushing  business  men  of  the  town. 

He  is  a native  of  Lorain  county, 
born  in  Huntington  township,  October  15, 
1837,  and  comes  of  long-lived  ancestry, 
his  grandparents  having  reached  patri- 
archal ages,  the  grandmother  being  over 
one  hundred  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
death. 

Martin  L.  Sage,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  and  came 
as  a pioneer  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  build- 
ing the  first  frame  house  put  up  in  Hunt- 
ington township,  and  becoming  a success- 
ful farmer.  In  Connecticut  he  had  married 
M iss  Hulda  Sanford,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  namely:  Luther,  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  now  about  sixty-five  years  of 
age,  who  is  living  a retired  life  with  his 
children  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Orrin, 
who  passed  all  his  life  in  Lorain  county, 
where  he  died;  Ellen,  wife  of  James  A. 
Newton,  of  Brunswick.  Medina  Co.,  Ohio; 
and  Calvin,  our  subject.  The  father  died 


at  Huntington  Center  in  1800,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four;  the  mother,  born  near  Tor- 
rington, Conn.,  died  in  1888,  aged  eighty- 
eight  years. 

Calvin  Sage,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  the  graded 
schools  of  his  native  township,  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  harness  maker.  In  1801  he  enlisted, 
in  the  first  call  for  three  years’  volunteers, 
in  Company  H,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry, 
which  was  attached  to  the  army  of  the 
Frontier  during  the  first  year;  half  of  the 
following  year  in  the  Western  Depart- 
ment, during  which  it  participated  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes,  including  the  fight  at 
Lone  Jack  and  other  points.  In  the  streets 
of  Independence,  Mo.,  February  22,  1802, 
it  had  a short,  sham  and  decisive  fight 
with  Quantrell’s  Cavalry,  in  which  the  lat- 
ter was  routed  in  fifteen  minutes,  and  for 
several  months  thereafter  they  followed 
him  up.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered 
back  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  recruited  at 
Fort  Smith,  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Fort 
Scott,  after  which  it  took  part  in  Burn- 
| side’s  campaign,  including  the  siege  of 
Knoxville,  where  they  lay  six  months. 
Mr.  Sage  was  on  detailed  service  a con- 
siderable part  of  the  time,  and  for  the  last 
six  months  of  his  term  of  enlistment  was 
in  the  quartermaster’s  department.  At  the 
close  of  his  service  he  received  an  honora- 
ble discharge,  and  returned  home  to  the 
pursuits  of  peace,  which  was  at  the  time  of 
the  assassination  of  Lincoln.  For  fifteen 
| years  thereafter  he  was  with  Horr,  War- 
ner & Co.,  Wellington,  Lorain  county,  and 
on  leaving  this  he  took  up  his  present  in- 
surance business,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  well -merited  success. 

In  1858  Mr.  Save  married  Miss  Cerrin- 

C # 

tha  Chamberlain,  who  was  born  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  in  1830,  and  three  children 
were  the  result  of  this  union,  viz.:  Walter, 
a partner  with  his  father  in  the  insurance 
business,  and  representing,  as  traveling 
a vent  throughout  Ohio,  the  German-Amer- 
iean  Insurance  Company  (he  is  owner  of  a 
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ranch  in  California);  Florence,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen;  and  Emily  C., 
stenographer  in  her  father’s  office.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Sage  is  a Republican;  socially  he 
is  a member  of  the  F.  A A.  M.,  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter,  and  of  the  G.  A.  B.  Post  at 
Wellington. 

CD 


LH.  WADSWORTH,  a prominent 
young  business  man  of  the  county, 
_ was  born  in  1864-  at  Rochester, 
Ohio,  and  is  descended  from  an  old 
Massachusetts  family. 

He  passed  his  boyhood  at  Wellington, 
Ohio,  received  a primary  education  there, 
and  then  was  enrolled  as  a studeut  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  that  University,  graduating  with 
the  law  class  of  1882.  lie  did  not  pursue 
his  law  studies  with  any  intention  of  mak- 
ing it  his  pryfesssion,  but  rather  as  a mat- 
ter tending  to  mental  discipline.  Some 
short  time  after  completing  this  liberal 
education,  he  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness at  Wellington,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  carried  on  a large  and  successful  busi- 
ness until  1885.  In  that  year  he  removed 
to  Greenwich,  established  his  lumber  yard 
and  planing-mill,  and  eimao-ed  in  the 
business  of  contractor  and  builder.  At 
the  death  of  his  father  he  removed  to 
Wellington,  and  during  the  period  of  one 
year  was  manager  of  the  estate.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  purchased  the  lumber 
plant  at  Wellington,  and  is  now  running 
it  for  himself,  having  sold  out  at  Green- 
wich, and  Wellington  will  probably  he  his 
home  in  the  future. 

As  a business  man  Mr.  Wadsworth  ex- 
emplifies the  true  value  of  such  a college 
training  as  that  which  he  received.  Not 
only  does  he  attend  to  his  own  affairs 
closely,  but  also  to  the  public  affairs  of  his 
town,  which  are  studied  by  him.  lie  is 
justly  accepted  as  a leader  in  all  move- 


ments, the  object  of  which  is  the  improve- 
ment of  the  town  or  the  better  government 
of  the  township  and  county.-  His  personal 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  town  cannot 
be  questioned.  A large  employer  of  labor, 
having  sixty-eight  men  on  his  pay-roll, 
and  transacting  an  extensive  business,  it  is 
but  natural  that  municipal  affairs  should 
claim  a good  deal  of  his  thouodit.  The 
yards  are  well  stocked  with  standard  lum- 
ber, shingle  and  lath,  while  the  planing- 
mill  is  thoroughly  equipped  with  modern 
machinery.  The  enterprise  of  this  young 
business  man  is  well  known. 

Mr.  Wadsworth’s  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  E.  Trinter,  took  place  at  Vermillion, 
Ohio,  October  14,  1885,  and  to  this  union 
one  child,  William  Luther  W.,  was  born. 
Mr.  Wadsworth  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  and  K.  T. ; of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  of  the  National  Union,  in  all  of  which 
organizations  he  is  popular. 


C larence  g.  washburn,  a ris- 
ing young  attorney  at  law  of  Lorain, 

I is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  February 
19,  1807,  in  Huron  county,  a son  of 
Henry  C.  and  Charlotte  (Griffin)  Wash- 
burn, who  came  to  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
from  the  State  of  New  York. 

Clarence  G.  Washburn  received  his  lit- 
erary training  at  the  schools  of  Green- 
wich, in  his  native  county,  and  on  complet- 
ing his  studies  became  a traveling  man,  his 
business  taking  him  over  as  many  as  seven- 
teen States, besides  Canada  and  the  Indian 
Territory.  In  1887  he  gave  up  traveling, 
and  proceeding  to  Kansas  served  as  deputy 
postmaster  at  Wendell,  a town  near  Kins- 
ley. Returning  to  Ohio,  he  there  for  a 
year  carried  on  a boot  and  shoe  store,  in 
both  New  London  and  Plymouth,  for  a 
Cleveland  firm,  conducting  a safe  and  pro- 
fitable business.  Mr.  Washburn  then 
studied  law  a year  and  a half,  in  Green- 
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wich,  Huron  county,  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  T.  K.  Strimple,  after  which  he  took 
a law  course  at  Ann  Arbor,  A1  ich.,  which 
he  completed  June  30.  1892,  after  having 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession in  Lorain  April  10,  1892.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  real-estate  firm  of 
Buell,  Washburn  A Co.,  in  the  same  town. 
In  his  political  predilections  he  is  a liberal 
Republican ; socially  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  since  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 


If OHN  DUNNING,  who  for  many 
v I years  has  successfully  conducted  a 
general  farming  and  grape-growing 
business  in  Avon  township,  has  been 
a resident  of  same  since  October,  1838. 
He  was  born  in  1830  in  County  Down, 
Ireland,  and  when  eight  years  of  age  came 
to  America  with  his  parents,  Alexander 
and  Margaret  (Smith)  Dunning,  also  na- 
tives of  County  Down. 

Immediately  after  their  arrival  in  the 
United  States  they  proceeded  to  Avon 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  settling  in  the 
woods  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our 
subject,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  father  died  in  1878,  the 
mother  in  1862.  They  had  a family  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  David,  married, 
who  first  resided  in  Avon  township,  thence 
moving  to  Michigan  and  later  to  Kansas, 
where  he  died;  Catherine,  who  married 
Charles  Ketcham,  of  Avon  township, 
where  she  died  in  1869;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Wolcott  Mitchell,  of  Avon  township;  Jane, 
Mrs.  William  Lucas,  who  died  January 
25,  1853;  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Alexander,  who  died  November  19, 
1852. 


the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  which 
he  followed  for  many  years.  In  1855  he 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  Avon  township, 
to  Miss  Mahala  Moore,  who  was  born  in 
Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Ruth  (Sheldon)  Moore,  natives,  re- 
spectively, of  Massachusetts  and  New 
1 ork,  in  which  latter  State  they  were  mar- 
ried. In  1816  they  came  west  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  locating  on  the  lake  shore  in 
Avon  township,  thence  removing  in  1864 
to  Wisconsin,  where  they  both  died.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Orlena,  wife 

of  Charles  Jarvis,  of  Lorain;  Mahala,  Mrs. 
Dunning;  Ransom,  of  Waupaca  county, 
Wis. ; and  Dwight,  married,  who  resides  in 
Minnesota. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunnino-  have  been 

O 

born  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
now  living,  namely:  Alfred  and  Ernest, 
both  married,  and  living  in  Avon  town- 
ship; Eva,  wife  of  Frank  Masten,  of  Roch- 
ester township,  Lorain  county;  Edson,  a 
resident  of  Avon  township;  Bertha,  wife 
of  Floyd  Crandall,  of  Huntington,  Ind. ; 
Allen,  also  in  Huntington,  Ind.;  and 
Carl,  residing  at  home.  Those  deceased 
are  Harriet  Augusta,  who  died  when 
eighteen  months  old;  Rose  May,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  four  months;  a 
twin  of  Rose  May,  deceased  in  infancy; 
and  May,  a twin  sister  of  Ernest,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Dunning  is  actively 
engaged  in  general  farming,  and  owns  a 
nice  farm  of  100  acres  in  a good  state  of 
cultivation,  fourteen  acres  of  which  are 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  culture  of 
grapes.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, and  in  religious  faith  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  French  Creek. 


John  Dunning,  whose  name  appears  at 
the  opening  of  this  sketch,  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Avon 
township,  and  in  his  early  youth  aided  in 
clearing  the  pioneer  farm,  also  learning 


T^JRNEST  S.  JACKSON,  county  sur- 
veyor  for  Lorain  county,  having  his 
residence  in  Elyria,  was  born  July 
24,  1861,  in  Avon  township,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio. 
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llis  father,  Ezra  S.  Jackson,  born  in 
181G,  in  New  York  State,  came  to  Ohio  in 
1834,  settling  in  Avon  township,  where 
lie  has  since  remained,  with  the  exception 
of  a three-years’  residence  in  Oberiin, 
where  he  was  educating;  his  children,  lie 
married  Miss  Cordelia  Moon,  who  was 
born  in  Avon  township,  Lorain  county, 
in  1S26,  and  children  as  follows  were  born 
to  them:  Lillie,  wife  of  H.  A.  Kinney,  of 
Milwaukee,  4Yis.;  Jennie,  wife  of  K.  E. 
Loveland,  of  Freeport,  111.;  Lena,  at  home; 
and  Ernest  S.  The  parents  are  yet  living, 
hale  and  hearty,  in  Avon  township;  they 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Jackson  is  a Repub- 
lican. 

Ernest  S.  Jackson,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his 
place  of  birth,  and  he  developed  a natural 
talent  for  mathematics.  lie  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm,  but  in  youth  turned 
his  attention  to  civil  engineering,  making 
a study  of  the  practical  part  of  the  profes- 
sion at  Akron,  Ohio,  and  he  did  his  first 
surveying  work  in  Lorain  county.  In 
November,  1892,  he  was  elected,  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  county  surveyor  of 
Lorain  county,  a position  he  tills  with 
eminent  ability  and  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion. Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  Miss 
Sylvia  Moon  (in  no  way  related  to  his  j 
mother’s  family),  and  they  have  three  j 
children,  to  wit:  Roy,  Leon  and  Herbert,  j 
The  family  are  adherents  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  socially  Mr.  Jackson  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  and  the 
Chapter. 


E1  C.  SCHULER,  manager  of  the 
North  Amherst  Furniture  Co., 

i which  has  been  in  active  operation 

since  1889,  is  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  in  Easton,  Northampton 
county,  in  1845.  He  is  a son  of  Georo-e 

•>  J b O 

and  Anna  Catherine  (Luezler)  Schuler, 


natives  of  Germany,  the  father  of  Baden, 
the  mother  of  Ilessia.  Georo-e  Schuler 

C8 

was  a locksmith  by  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  this  country  fora  time,  and  then 
revisiting  Germany,  remained  there  seven 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned 
to  the  United  States,  making  his  perma- 
nent residence  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
died  ; his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  Ger- 
many, passed  from  earth  in  18S7,  also  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  George  Theodore, 
a graduate  of  Heidelberg  College,  Ger- 
many, now  in  business  in  Georgia;  Amelia, 
widow,  living  in  Allentown.  Penn.; 
Aurelia,  wife  of  J.  Rohrer,  in  South 
Easton,  Penn.;  Isabella,  widow,  a resident 
of  Allentown,  Penn.;  Harmon,  living  in 
Arkansas  (he  enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth 
P.  4 . C.,  and  served  throughout  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  Veteranizing),  and  E.  C., 
subject  of  sketch. 

E.  C.  Schuler  received  his  elementary 
education  at  the  schools  of  Heidelberg, 
Germany,  to  which  country  the  family  re- 
turned when  he  was  two  years  old.  After 
staying  seven  years  in  Heidelberg  the 
family  again  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  for  three  years  resided  in  Mauch 
Chunk,  Penn.,  and  then  at  Easton  (where 
E.  C.  was  born),  at  which  place  he  finished 
his  education,  passing  finally  through 
Easton  High  School.  In  1S67  he  came  to 
Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  he  worked  for  Rice  & Co.,  as  rnolder, 
having  previously  learned  the  trade,  and 
in  1868  came  to  Amherst,  continuing  in 
the  same  line  of  business  for  some  time. 
He  then  carried  on  a meat  market  about 
eight  or  ten  years.  In  1889  he  commenced 
in  the  furniture  manufacturing  business, 

O 

in  which  he  has  met  with  much  success. 

In  1869  Mr.  Schuler  was  married,  in 
Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  county,  to 
Mary  E.  Shotton,  a native  of  that  town- 
ship, daughter  of  John  and  Irene  (Thrall) 
Shotton,  the  father  a native  of  France,  both 
now  deceased.  To  this  union  four  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  viz.:  Frances,  wife  of 


. 
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II.  R.  Hart,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Fred;  and 
Anna  and  George,  twins.  Our  subject 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
of  the  Sunday-school  of  which  he  is  super- 
intendent. Politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  during  Cleveland’s  first  administration 
served  four  years  as  postmaster  at  North 
Amherst.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
town  council,  and  of  the  school  board  twelve 
years.  Socially  Mr.  Schuler  is  a member 
of  the  F.  ife  A.  M.,  Stonington  Lodge,  No. 
508,  of  which  he  was  W.  M.  three  times; 
also  of  the  Marshall  Chapter,  NTo.  19,  Ely- 
ria, Ohio;  is  a member  of  Amherst  Lodge 
No.  17  K.  of  P.,  of  Plato  Lodge  No.  301, 
I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M. 


q'EOEGE  JACKSON.  This  gentle- 
, man,  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
j being  the  most  extensive  and  pros- 
.1  porous  agriculturist  of  Penfield 
township,  is  deserving  of  more  than 
a passing  notice  in  the  paces  of  this  work. 

He  is  a great-grandson  of  Reuben  Jack- 
sou,  and  a grandson  of  Daniel,  who  was 
born  in  1775  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  where  he 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  under  his 
father.  Daniel  was  married  in  his  native 
State  to  Patty  Kellogg,  who  was  born  in 
Pittsfield  in  1785,  and  while  residing  in 
Massachusetts  three  children  were  born  to 
them,  as  follows:  Jane,  who  married  Har- 
vey Birdseye,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years  in  Trenton,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y. ; 
Pliny,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Sally, 
who  married  William  Gillett.  and  died  in 
Penfield,  Ohio,  when  aged  thirty-six  years. 
Between  1812  and  1815  the  family  re- 
moved west  to  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
bought  the  farm  whereon  the  parents 
passed  the  remaining  years  of  their  lives, 
the  father  engaging  chiefly  in  agriculture, 
although  he  also  followed  his  trade  to  some 
extent.  In  New  York  State  were  born  the 
following  named  children:  Susan,  the  wife 


of  William  Chapman,  who  died  in  Chicago 
at  an  advanced  ace;  Maria,  who  married 
! Ferdinand  Turnicliff,  and  died  in  Pitts- 
j field,  Ohio;  Elisha,  a farmer  of  Penfield 
i township,  Lorain  county;  Jason,  a farmer, 

| who  died  in  Champion,  Jefferson  Co., 

1 N.  Y.;  Daniel,  who  also  died  in  Champion, 

J N.  Y.;  James,  a farmer  of  Penfield  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio;  Chari  lie,  who 
married  Hiram  Hopkins,  and  died  in  Well- 
ington, Ohio;  Jesse,  late  a farmer  of  Hum- 
boldt county,  Iowa,  where  hediedNovem- 
ber  29,  1893;  and  Belab,  who  died  after 
reaching  adult  age.  in  Champion,  Jeffer- 

o ^ o r 

son  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Jackson  was  a very 
successful  farmer.  He  was  a man  of 
wonderful  vitality,  active  and  capable  of 
performing  a hard  day’s  work  to  the  very 
end  of  his  life;  he  died  suddenly,  while 
chopping  wood,  in  his  eighty- fourth  year. 
He  frequently  remarked  that  he  did  not 
know  what  it  was  to  feel  tired.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  an  Old-line  Whig,  a stanch 
member  of  the  party.  His  wife  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-three  years,  and  now  lies 
buried  by  his  side  in  Champion  cemetery; 
they  were  devout  members  of  the  Old- 
school  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was  a 
man  so  highly  respected,  esteemed  and 
loved  everywhere,  that  it  could  almost  be 
said  he  had  not  an  enemy  in  the  world. 

Pliny  Jackson,  father  of  subject,  was  born, 
in  1806,  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  near 
Carthao-e,  was  educated  at  the  common 
schools  and  reared  to  farming  pursuits. 

| When  a young  man  he  was  married,  near 
; Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Rowlin, 
who  bore  him  two  children  in  New  York 
State,  viz.:  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Rey- 
nolds, of  LaGrange,  Ohio,  and  Martha, 
wife  of  Eli  Griffith,  also  of  LaGrancre.  In 
the  early  spring  of  1835  the  family  set  out 
for  Ohio  with  a sled,  drawn  by  oxen,  which, 
the  snow  having  in  the  meantime  melted, 
stuck  in  a deep  mud  hole,  and  they  had  to 
; hire  another  yoke  of  oxen  to  drag  out  the 
| sled.  Pliny  Jackson  had  previously  visited 
| Ohio,  prospecting  for  land,  but  made  no 
[ definite  purchase.  They  landed  in  Penfield 
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township,  Lorain  county,  after  a Ion"  and 
tedious  journey,  and  here  t tie  father 
traded  his  oxen,  sled  and  the  entire  outfit 
for  120  acres  of  wild  land,  the  same  our 
subject  now  owns  and  lives  on.  Here  they 
made  a clearing,  built  a loo-  house,  and  set 
to  work  to  make  further  improvements  on 
their  -new  home.  The  nearest  neighbor 
.was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from 
the  Jacksons,  while  the  next  nearest  was 
three  miles  distant.  Game  was  plentiful, 
and  the  family  larder  was  always  well  pro- 
vided with  venison,  wild  turkey,  pheasants, 
quail,  rabbits,  etc.  By  and  by  Mr.  Jack- 
son added  to  this  property  121  acres  ad- 
joining. Here  were  born  to  Pliny  Jackson 
and  his  wife  children  as  follows:  George, 

our  subject;  Alonzo,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five;  Malissa,  now  Mrs.  "William 
Snow,  of  Oakland,  Cal..;  Harriet,  Mrs. 
Ed.  Rockwood;  and  Eliza,  who  died  of 
smallpox  when  young.  The  father  in  af- 
ter years  moved  into  Wellington  village, 
thence  to  LaG  range,  where  he  died;  for 
several  years  lie  had  been  a sufferer  from 
rheumatism.  His  wife  survived  him  a few 
years,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Griffith.  They  were  buried  in  Pitts- 
field township  cemetery,  near  the  farm 
whereon  they  had  first  settled.  Mr.  Jack- 
son  was  a hard-workino-,  industrious  man, 
and  a leading  farmer  of  his  day,  in  his 
political  proclivities  a stanch  Democrat. 

George  Jackson,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  J uly  6,  1835,  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  lives  on  in  Penfield 
township,  Lorain  county.  He  received  a 
liberal  education  at  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  which  in  those  early  days 
of  the  county  were  most  primitive  in  their 
furnishings  and  educational  facilities.  On 
his  father's  farm  he  was  thoroughly  trained 
to  the  arduous  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
agricultural  pursuits  in  all  phases  have 
been  his  life  work.  In  August,  1861,  he 
married  Miss  Mercy  Hoxley,  of  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  in  1840, 
and  children  as  follows  were  the  result  of 
this  union:  Arthur,  of  LaG range;  Alonzo, 
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of  Penfield;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Ford  Gott,  of  La- 
Grange;  William,  of  Penfield  township; 
Frances,  who  is  married  to  Frank  Brad- 
stock,  of  Penfield,  and  Bernice,  who  died 
young.  The  mother  of  these  died  Octo- 
ber 21,  1873,  and  lies  buried  in  Pittsfield 
cemetery.  In  September,  1874,  Mr.  Jack- 
son  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Frances  E.  Hull,  who  was  born  in  Pen- 
field  township,  Lorain  county,  a daughter 
of  Joel  and  Polly  (Huxley)  Hull,  and 
four  children  have  come  to  this  marriage, 
all  yet  living  and  named  respectively: 
Mabel,  Jay,  Ernest  and  Sylvester. 

Mr.  Jackson  may  truly  be  said  to  be  a 
representative  self-made  man,  as  from 
small  beginnings,  by  dint  of  indefatigable 
energy,  coupled  with  sound  judgment, 
good  management  and  unsurpassed  finan- 
ciering, he  has  attained  a comfortable 
competence.  He  now  owns  431  acres  of 
prime  farm  land,  well  equipped  with  com- 
modious buildings,  is  a thoroughly  practi- 
cal as  well  as  theoretical  agriculturist,  and 
is  an  excellent  judge  of  stock.  Demo- 
cratic in  politics,  he  has  held  various  town- 
ship offices  in  a strongly  Republican  com- 
munity, and  he  has  proven  himself  as 
capable  as  he  is  popular.  For  a few  years 
the  family  lived  in  the  town  of  Welling- 
ton, in  order  that  the  children  might  there 
be  educated. 


AAS  HEINRICH  JULIUS 
IvROHN,  city  marshal  of  Elyria, 
is  a native  of  Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany,  born  April  24,  1841. 

His  father,  Henry  William 
Krohn,  was  born  in  Flensborg,  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  where  he  married  Miss  Lucy 
Muellerstedt,  a native  of  the  same  city. 
Here  he  died;  his  widow  is  now  living  in 
Denmark,  with  her  son  Henry  ' Ernst 
Georg,  who  is  in  the  service  of  the 

o 

Government  as  mail  agent.  Three  mem- 
© 

bers  of  this  family,  incuding  our  subject, 
came  to  America  in  1869,  but  prior  to  that 
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lie  Lad  served  Lis  time  as  florist  and  land- 
scape gardener.  After  Lis  arrival  in  tliis 
country  lie  first  located  in  XortL  AmLerst, 
Lorain  county,  and  in  September  immedi- 
ately following  moved  to  Lake  Forest,  111., 
where  lie  Lad  charge  of  the  horticulture 
and  floriculture  at  a family  residence. 
From  Lake  Forest  he  went  to  Clinton, 
same  State,  where  he  followed  farming,  af- 
ter which  he  came  to  Elyria,  and  has  here 
since  made  his  home.  Mr.  lvrohn  from 
the  time  he  came  to  Elyria  has  been  en- 
gaged in  various  capacities,  railroading 
being  one  of  his  experiences,  but  finding 
• that  his  age  stood  in  the  way  of  promotion, 
he  abandoned  that,  and  took  a position  on 
the  night  police  force.  He  made  an 
efficient  officer,  gaining  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  Elyria,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1890,  after  one  year’s  service  as  night 
policeman,  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
position  of  city  marshal,  and  is  ex-officio 
chief  of  police.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he 
was  reelected  for  two  years,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1893,  Elyria  having  been  changed 
from  a village  to  a city,  his  term  of  office 
was  nullified,  and  he  was  reelected  for  two 
years  under  the  city  ordinance. 

In  1866  Mr.  lvrohn  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elise  C.  Freese,  a native 
of  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  and 
three  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years;  Edith,  wife  of  E.  J.  Moser;  and 
Elizabeth,  recently  married  to  Reno  F. 
Mussey.  In  his  political  preferences  our 
subject  is  a Republican;  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  the 
K.  of  P.,  Uniform  Rank. 


WjTLLIAM  A.  SAL  LES.  The  sub- 
■ ject  of  this  sketch,  William  Allen 
__  o Sayles,  was  born  June  11,  1847, 
in  Onondaga  county,  New  York. 
His  father.  Smith  F.  Sayles,  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island  in  1822,  but  moved  with  his 


parents  to  the  State  of  New  York  in  his 
early  boyhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  married  Evalyn  Allen,  and  William  A. 
was  tiie  only  child  of  this  marriage.  Hav- 
ing lost  his  first  wife,  he  married  Clara 
Van  Slyke  in  1853,  and  soon  after  moved 
to  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  For  the  first  five 
years  he  lived  first  in  Ridgeville,  then  in 
Eaton  township,  and  finally  bought  140 
acres  for  his  permanent  home  in  Carlisle 
township,  a most  beautiful  tract  of  land  on 
the-  banks  of  Black  river.  Two  children 
were  the  fruit  of  this  second  marriaore, 
neither  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  matur- 
ity. The  father  died  April  22,  1890,  sur- 
vived only  by  his  wife  and  son,  William 
A.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  Then  lie 
became  a Republican  and  remained  such 
until  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  when  he 
gave  his  support  to  the  Prohibition  party. 

William  A.  Sayles  spent  his  boyhood 
upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Lorain  county.  On 
November  5,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany L,  Twelfth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  served 
until  April  25,  1865,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  He  then  spent  some  time 
in  study  at  Berea  College.  After  leaving 
school  he  remained  with  his  father  upon 

the  home  farm  until  the  time  of  his  mar- 
* 

riage,  except  a part  of  three  years  spent  in 
Wisconsin,  near  Kenosha.  In  1872  he  mar- 
ried Lillian  Brush,  daughter  of  'William 
Brush,  a pioneer  of  Lorain  county.  T7 n t i 1 
the  death  of  his  father  he  lived  in  a home 
upon  the  bank  of  the  river  near  the  home 
of  his  father.  Here  his  three  children — 
Clare,  Lynne  and  Bertrand — were  born. 
Upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  moved  with 
his  household  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
lie  now  lives. 

Air.  Sayles  is  a successful  farmer,  his  farm 
being  one  of  the  best  kept  and  most  fruitful 
in  the  neighborhood.  An  ardent  lover  and  a 
good  judge  of  horses,  he  has  given  some 
attention  to  horse  raisin c,  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction  of  having  sold  to  the  Royal  stables 
of  Austria  an  animal  now  pronounced  by 


_ 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


competent  authorities  to  be  the  finest  trot- 
ting horse  in  Europe.  Our  subject  takes 
a prominent  part  in  the  polities  of  the 
county,  and  is  a stanch  Republican.  He 
is  one  of  the  foremost  in  a community  of 
progressive  and  prosperous  farmers. 


D,  CROWELL,  for  over  sixty  years  a 
resident  of  Eaton  township,  is  a son 

J of  Richard  and  Mary  E.  (Little) 

Crowell,  who  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey,  where  they  were  married  in  1824. 

In  1832  they  came  west  to  Ohio  with  a 
team  owned  by  Alvah  Brooks,  and  settling 
in  the  woods  of  Eaton  township,  Lorain 
county,  set  to  work  to  open  up  a farm. 
Here  they  made  their  home  several  years, 
then  moved  to  Grafton  township,  same 
county,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  pioneer  lives,  dying,  the  father  in 
1875,  the  mother  in  1879.  They  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Re- 
becca, wife  of  Isaac  B.  Ross,  of  Eaton 
township;  Mary  Louisa,  wife  of  Chandler 
Eaton,  died  in  Michigan  in  1873;  I). 

Crowell,  subject  of  this  memoir;  Aaron 
and  Moses  (twins),  the  latter  of  whom  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  (Aaron  married,  and 
made  his  home  in  Eaton  township,  where 
he  died  in  1882);  one  deceased  in  infancy; 
Silas,  married,  residing  in  Grafton  town- 
ship; and  Phebe,  who  married  David  Phe- 
lan (a  soldier),  and  died  in  Eaton  township 
in  1863. 

D.  Crowell,  whose  name  appears  at  the 
opening  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  in  December,  1829,  and  was  two  and 
a half  years  old  when  his  parents  brought 
him  to  Eaton  township,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  ably  assisted  in 
clearing  up  the  home  farm  till  he  came  of 
age,  when  he  bought  156  acres  of  wild 
land  in  the  same  township,  whereon  to 
build  up  a home  for  himself.  This  he  has 
so  well  improved  and  cultivated  that  it  is 
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now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county, 
and,  by  additions,  at  this  time  comprises 
1651,-  broad  acres.  He  has  erected  resi- 
dences thereon,  both  two  stories  high, 
16x28  and  an  L 16x28;  also  a crood 
horse  barn  30x44.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  pays  considerable  at- 
tention to  dairying,  and  in  all  his  under- 
takings success  has  followed  his  efforts. 

In  1849  Mr.  Crowell  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Eaton  township,  with  Miss  Sarah 
Smith,  a native  of  England,  daughter  of 
T.  P.  Smith,  who  came  from  that  country 
to  America,  making  his  first  home  in  the 
United  States  at  Olmsted  Falls,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio,  afterward  moving  to  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  county,  then  to  Elyria, 
and  finally  to  Henry  county,  same  State; 
he  died  in  1866,  his  last  days  being  spent 
at  the  home  of  our  subject.  To  this  union 
has  been  born  one  child,  Smith  Ebenezer, 
who  is  married  and  is  the  father  of  three 
children:  A.  1).,  Bertrand  M.  and  Richard 
Hubert.  Politically  Mr.  Crowell  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 


/G  eorge  mathews,  one, of  the 

I;  |v  most  prosperous  of  the  native- 
born  agriculturists  of  Eaton  town- 
11  ship,  was  born  in  1S42,  a son  of 
Edward  and  Ellen  (McDermot) 
Mathews,  natives  of  Ireland. 

Edward  Mathews  when  a young  man 
emigrated  from  his  home  in  Erin  to  Can- 
ada,  whence  after  his  marriage  he  came  to 
Lorain  county,  sojourning  for  a time  in 
Columbia  township,  thence  moving  to 
Eaton  township,  and  making  his  final  home 
on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides, 
which  locality  was  then  all  wild  woodland, 
teeminc  with  game  of  all  sorts.  He  died 
in  1855;  he  was  a strong  Democrat  for  a 
time,  but  in  later  years  supported  the  Whig 
party.  His  widow  is  yet  living,  making 
her  home  now  with  her  son  George.  The 
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record  of  their  children  is  ns  follows:  James 
E.  went  to  Michigan  when  a young  man, 
where  he  married,  and  died  in  1890;  Ann 
is  the  widow  of  II.  R.  Steele,  of  Milwaukee, 
Wis.;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Tyler, 
and  resides  in  St.  Joseph,  Berrien  Co., 
Mich.;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  lienr.y  Foster, 
of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  George;  William  is 
married,  and  residing  in  Berrien,  Mich,  (he 
enlisted  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  served 
two  years  in  the  Civil  war);  Ellen  is  the 
wife  of  Reuben  Learn,  and  resides  at  Og- 
den, Utah;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Martin 
Terry,  of  Elyria,  Ohio. 

George  Mathews,  the  subject  of  our  pres- 
ent writing,  received  a fair  education  at 
the  schools  of  his  native  township,  which  in 
those  early  days  were  somewhat  primitive 
in  their  character,  both  in  their  furnishings 
and  in  the  quality  of  the  literary  pabulum 
provided  therein.  He  was  thoroughly 
trained  to  the  pursuits  of  the  farm,  and  has 
all  his  life  carried  on  general  agriculture 
on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  owns,  and 
which  comprises  some  seventy  acres  of  land, 
all  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  In  1869 
he  was  married  in  Eaton  township  to  Miss 
Emma,  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet 
(Wilson)  Shadford,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union, 
namely:  Leon,  who  received  his  education 
in  Elyria,  is  now  in  the  employ  of  Salyer 
& Allen,  clothiers,  Elyria;  and  Mamie. 
Politically  Mr.  Mathews  is  a loyal  member 
of  the  Republican  party. 

J.  Shadford,  father-in-law  of  Mr. 
Mathews,  was  born  in  181J  in  Lincoln- 
shire. England,  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Collinson)  Shadford,  of  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, the  latter  of  whom  died  in  her  native 
land. 

John  Shadford,  father  of  subject,  came 
in  1828  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States,  first  locating  in  Grafton  township, 
Lorain  county,  thence  in  1881  moving  to 
Eaton  township,  where  he  cleared  up  a 
farm  out  of  the  woods,  and  which  after- 
ward came  to  be  known  as  the  “ Wilson 
farm.”  Here  he  died  some  time  before 


the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. He  had  two  brothers  who  came 
to  the  United  States,  viz.:  William,  who 
enlisted  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the  Civil 
war,  serving  as  orderly  sergeant  (he  is  now 
residing  in  the  West,  it  is  thought  in 
Iowa);  and  Major,  who  lived  in  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  nearly  all  his  life,  dying 
about  the  year  1873. 

J.  Shadford,  of  whom  this  writing 
chiefly  relates,  received  his  education  in 
the  - schools  of  his  native  place,  and  after 
coming  to  this  country,  which  he  did  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  attended  the  schools 
of  Grafton  and  LaPorte,  in  Lorain  county. 
The  main  business  of  his  life  has  been 
farming,  but  he  owned  and  for  some  years 
operated  steam  mills  at  Grafton,  which  he 
had  erected  about  the  year  1879.  He  is 
now  owner  of  ninety-one  acres  of  first-class 
land,  all  improved  from  the  woods,  and 
under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1836  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Wilson,  a native  of  England,  and  daugh- 
ter  of  Thomas  Wilson,  who  died  in  that 
country.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
this  marriage,  viz.:  Edward  W.,  and 

O 

Emily,  wife  of  George  Mathews.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Shadford  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  served  on  the  school  board. 


EREMIAII  MARTIN,  Jr.,  a well- 
to-do  agriculturist  of  Columbia  town- 

O ^ _ 

ship,  was  born  October  8,  1850,  in 
Devonshire,  England. 


His  parents,  Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Sheer) 
Martin,  were  also  natives  of  England,  the 
father  of  Devonshire,  the  mother  of  Corn- 
wall, whence  in  1867  they  came  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Columbia  town- 


ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin died  in  1868;  Mr.  Martin  now  resides 
in  Jabper  county,  Mo.  They  had  seven 
children,  namely:  Jeremiah,  subject  of 

this  sketch;  William,  married,  residing  in 
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Columbia  township;  Nathaniel,  married, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Missouri;  John 
Thomas,  married,  also  living  in  Missouri; 
Jane,  wife  of  Clifton  Baker,  in  Missouri; 
Alary,  wife  of  Lafe  House,  of  Hillsbor- 
ough, Oregon;  and  Charles  Wesley,  mar- 
ried, a resident  of  Missouri. 

Jeremiah  Martin,  Jr.,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch,  passed  his  early  years 
in  England,  where  he  received  an  educa- 
tion  in  the  common  schools.  In  1867  he 
came  with  his  parents'  to  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  in  1869  went 
to  jasper  county,  Mo.,  residing  there  until 
1873,  when  he  returned  to  Columbia 
township.  Here  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  1875,  with  Lucy  R.  Peachey, 
who  was  a native  of  Columbia  township, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Philomela 
(Smith)  Peachey,  early  pioneers  of  same, 
where  they  both  died.  In  1881  Mr. 
Martin  located  on  his  present  farm,  com- 
prising 145 4 acres  of  land  in  a good  state 
of  cultivation,  upon  which  he  has  erected 
a good  barn,  40  x 72  feet,  with  ten-foot 
basement  and  milk  house  94x16  feet,  two 
stories  high,  with  a geared  windmill  and 
water  tank  on  top  of  it;  here  he  conducts 
a general  farming  business.  In  politics 
our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  on  the  school  board. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Martin  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  of  Columbia,  in  which  he  is 
trustee  and  treasurer.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  namely:  B.  A., 

Alonzo  B.,  Charles  Wesley  and  Philomela. 


ISAAC  B.  ROSS,  well-known  in  Eaton 
township  as  a solid,  practical  farmer, 
was  born  in  1826  in  New  Jersey,  a son 
of  William  R.  and  Hannah  W.  (Du- 
rand) Ross,  natives  of  the  same  State.  The 
father,  who  was  by  trade  a surveyor,  died 
in  February,  1877,  in  good  circumstances; 
his  widow  came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 


and  here  passed  the  rest  of  her  days,  dying 
July  5,  1887.  They  had  a family  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Isaac  B.,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Harriet,  wife  of  Lucian  Bur- 
rett,  of  Lorain;  Alary,  residing  in  Lorain; 
Juliet,  wife  of  Zadoc  Reeve,  of  New  Jer- 
sey; John,  residing  in  Eaton  township, 
and  George,  who  died  in  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  county. 

Isaac  B.  Ross,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  educated  in  New  Jersey, 
and  there  resided  till  1848,  when  he  came 
to  Eaton  township,  Lorain  county.  lie 
was  originally  a shoemaker,  a trade  he  fol- 
lowed successfully  until  about  the  year 
1855,  when  he  turned  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  agriculture.  In  that  year  he 
moved  to  his  present  fine  farm  in  Eaton 
township,  comprising  137  acres  of  as  good 
land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county.  In 
1849  Air.  Ross  was  married,  in  Eaton  town- 
ship, to  Aliss  Rebecca  Crowell,  a native  of 
New  York,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Alary 
(Little)  Crowell,  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
who  about  1831  came  from  New  York 
State  to  Lorain  county,  settling  in  Eaton 
township,  where  they  made  their  home  for 
many  years;  they  died  in  Grafton,  the 
father  October  25,  1875,  aged  seventy- three 
years,  the  mother  February  24,  1879,  aged 
seventy -eight.  They  were  tire  parents  of 
eight  children,  as  follows:  Rebecca,  Airs. 
Ross;  Daniel,  residing  in  Eaton  township; 
Silas,  married,  residing  in  Grafton ; Aloses, 
who  died  in  1844;  Phebe,  the  wife  of 
David  Phelan,  died  in  1863;  Alary  L.,  wife 
of  Chandler  Eaton,  died  about  1872;  Aaron, 
deceased  December  1,  1882;  and  one  de- 
ceased in  infancy.  In  1832,  when  Airs. 
Ross  was  a little  girl,  she  got  lost  in  the 
woods  of  Eaton  township,  while  on  her 
way  to  visit  a neighbor — the  only  one  for 
miles  around.  On  being  missed  a search 
party  set  out,  and  after  a long  and  patient 
hunt  found  her  about  1 o’clock  the  next 
morning.  She  had  waded  in  water  up  to 
her  arm-pits,  and  although  she  often  heard 
i her  mother  and  others  calling  her  name, 

I she  was  so  frightened  that  she  thought  the 
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sounds  came  from  the  howling  wolves,  of  | 
which  there  were  many  in  those  pioneer 
days.  To  Mr.  and  Mi  s.  Isaac  B.  Boss  were 
born  three  children,  namely:  Moses  C., 
married,  residing  in  Eaton  township; 
M.  D.,  married,  living  on  the  home  farm; 
and  Perry,  married,  who  died  in  Eaton 
township  in  1880.  In  politics  our  subject 
is  a Prohibition-Republican,  and  he  is 
serving  as  a member  of  the  school  board, 
lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Eaton,  of  which  he  is  steward. 


d[ OIIdST  LANTSBERY,  who  for  over  a 
] quarter  of  a century  has  been  among 
) the  leading  successful  agriculturists 
of  Carlisle  township,  is  a native  of 
England,  born  in  Little  Creaton,  North- 
amptonshire, July  26,  1842.  His  parents, 
John  and  Ann  (Haddon)  Lantsbery,  na- 
tives of  the  same  county  in  England, 
were  farming  people,  industrious  and 
economical.  The  father  died  there  in 
1846,  the  mother  in  Lubenham,  England, 
November  24,  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  years.  They  had  four  children,  our 
subject  being  the  only  survivor. 

He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  in  1864  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  arriving  in  December  of  j 
that  year  in  Elyria,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  resided  till  1867,  in  which  year 
he  came  to  Carlisle  township,  agriculture 
having  been  his  occupation  in  both  town- 
ships. His  first  land  purchase  was  seventy- 
one  acres  partly  improved,  but  he  now 
owns  ninety-six  acres,  all  in  a good  state 
of  cultivation. 

In  1863  Mr.  Lantsbery  was  married  in 
England  to  Mary  Ann  Eady,  a native  of 
Cottesbrook,  Northamptonshire,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Susan  (Holt)  Eady,  of  the 
same  county,  where  her  father  died  in  1862, 
her  mother  in  1884,  at  the  acre  of  seventy- 
eight  years  (for  her  second  husband  the 


latter  had  married  a Mr.  Kil worth).  Of 
their  six  children,  William  now  resides  in 
New  Zealand;  John  died  in  England; 
Francis  lives  in  London,  England;  Thomas 
is  also  in  England,  and  Henry  J.  is  a drug- 
gist in  Elyria,  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lantsbery  were  born  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: John  Thomas  died  of  pneumonia  in 
1891,  aged  twenty-six  years;  Henry  ML, 
born  in  1867,  is  married,  and  resides  near 
his  parents;  Alice,  born  in  1869;  AnnaS., 
born  May  20,  1874,  is  attending  school  in 
Elyria;  Fannie,  born  in  1877,  died  in  1883; 
Nellie  McE.,  born  May  22,  1880.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Disciple 
Church  at  Elyria,  of  which  Mrs.  Lantsbery 
has  been  organist  for  several  years,  and  for 
a long  time  she  taught  music  throughout 
the  county;  she  is  correspondent  for  the 
Republican , the  Democrat  and  the  Ober- 
lin  Neves.  In  his  political  sympathies 
Mr.  Lantsbery  is  a Republican. 


S.  CRAMTFORD,  who  for  some  five 
years  was  a prominent  merchant  in 
Lorain,  South  End,  but  has  been  re- 
tired since  1887,  came  to  the  town  in 
3.882  from  Seville,  Medina  county,  Ohio. 

He  was  born  in  Medina  county  January 
15,  1847,  a son  of  "William  and  Rebecca 
(Smith)  Crawford,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  father  of  Washington  county,  the 
mother  of  near  Philadelphia.  In  1821 
they  came  to  Ohio,  settling  on  a farm  in 
Medina  county,  which  is  still  in  the  family 
name.  The  father  was  a sergeant  in  the 
Home  Guards.  He  died  in  1877,  the 
mother  in  August,  1888.  Our  subject 
was  educated  in  part  at  the  district  schools 
j of  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace,  and  in 
; part  in  the  schools  of  Seville.  On  August 
9,  1882,  he  came  to  Lorain  county  and 
j opened  a grocery  store  at  Lorain,  South 
End.  He  put  up  a frame  building  which 
j was  destroyed  by  tire  February  2,  1883, 
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and  he  afterward  erected  a double  brick 
store,  two  stories  high,  50\48  feet,  and 
continued  in  business  till  1887 — five  years. 
Prior  to  this  he  followed  fanning  till  1809; 
then  went  west,  remaining  away  some 
eight  years,  part  of  the  time  in  Missouri 
(Henry  county),  Mississippi,  Illinois  and 
Michigan. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  married  in  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Chestina 
Hay,  a native  of  that  county,  and  daughter 
of  Henry  Hay,  and  to  this  union  has  been 
born  one  child,  Mary  K.  Mrs.  Crawford 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Crawford  is  independent,  in- 
variably voting  for  the  best  men  and 
soundest  measures.  He  is  a member  of 
Woodlawn  Lodge  No.  220,  K.  of  P.,  and 
of  Lorain  Lodge  No.  552,  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M., 
of  which  he  is  treasurer.  His  present  fine 
residence  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Franklin  streets,  Lorain,  he  erected  in 
1891.  Grandfather  James  Crawford  came 
to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  from  Washington 
county,  Penn., in  1821,  and  made  his  future 
home  there. 


W I D DRAKE,  a leading  farmer 
and  dairyman  of  Carlisle  township, 
is  a native  of  Schoharie  county, 
N.  Y.,  born  April  20.  1820,  a son 
of  Alexander  and  Lucy  (Benson)  Drake,  of 
Vermont,  who  migrated  to  New  York 
State  in  an  early  day.  The  Drake  family 
are  of  English  descent,  and  in  early  Colo- 
nial days  three  granduncles  of  Mr.  Drake 
—Benjamin,  Cyrus  and  Alexander — came 
from  Englaud  to  Vermont,  where  they 
settled  as  farmers.  The  father  of  David, 
who  was  by  trade  a blacksmith,  was  born 
in  the  year  1706,  and  died  in  Montgomery 
county,  N.  Y.,  July  2,  1838,  being  buried 
July  4.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his 
first  wife  had  three  children — Preserve, 
Polly  and  Sally.  The  children  by  the 
second  marriage  Were:  Apollos,  Pliny, 


Gilbert,  Abram,  David,  Dennis  (of  Iowa, 
now  deceased),  and  Caleb  (living  in  Mis- 
souri); of  whom  Apollos,  about  the  year 
1830,  came  from  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  died  at 
Hamilton’s  Corner  in  1883,  a lifelong 
Democrat. 

David  Drake,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  his  education  in  Scho- 
harie and  Montgomery  counties,  N.  Y., 
and  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  old 
worked  on  farms  by  the  month  or  day, 
two  seasons  for  twenty  shillings  per 
month.  In  1862  he  migrated  from  New 
York  State  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where 
lie  remained  one  year,  and  then  moved  to 
Spencer  township,  same  county,  whence 
in  1S67  he  came  to  Pentield  township,  Lo- 
rain county.  Here  he  bought  an  improved 
farm  which  he  lived  on  and  conducted 
eighteen  years,  and  then  moved  to  La- 
Grange  township,  same  county,  making 
his  home  there  one  year.  In  1885  he 
finally  settled  in  Carlisle  township,  where 
he  owns  the  old  Golden  farm,  bought  by 
him  from  William  A.  Braman,  and  which 
consists  of  144  acres  of  highly-improved 
land;  he  also  owns  ninety  acres  in  Carlisle 
besides  the  tract  he  resides  on,  making,  in 
the  ao-oregate,  234  acres. 

On  February  7,  1848,  in  New  Y’ork 
State,  Mr.  Drake  was  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Alger,  of  New  York,  daughter  of 
William  and  Casadena  Alger,  natives  of 
England,  who  when  young  came  to  New 
York,  where  they  married  and  died.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  children,  viz.: 
William,  married,  and  living  in  Carlisle, 
has  three  children:  Olivia,  Ray  and  Lulu: 
Esther,  widow  of  Milan  Cone,  of  Penfield 
township,  has  four  children:  Letha,  Kate, 
Mercy  and  Fred;  Hattie,  wife  of  George 
Blase,  in  Carlisle  township,  has  one  child 
— Claude — by  a former  marriage  with 
Charles  Spicer.  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Drake  died 
October  10,  1875,  and  February  13.  1878, 
Mr.  Drake  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Aurelia 
Graham,  a native  of  that  county,  daughter 
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of  Andrew  Graham,  an  early  settler  of 
Medina,  who  died  August  IS,  1892.  By 
that  marriage  there  is  one  child,  Lucy, 
living  at  home.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions our  subject  is  a Republican.  lie  is 
a representative  self-made  man,  having  ac- 
cumulated all  he  owns  by  his  individual 
perseverance  and  industry. 


G'  D.  STOCKING,  a prominent  and 
prosperous  agriculturist  of  Brighton 
) township,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
November  17,  1840,  a son  of  Jona- 
than S.  Stocking. 

Joseph  Stocking,  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  born  in  Ashfield,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass., 
November  1,  1781,  and  in  1815  came  to 
Dover  township,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  with 
his  family,  including  Jonathan  S.  They 
traveled  with  an  ox-team,  the  journey 
occupying  six  weeks,  other  immigrants 
com  ins  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Stocking 
had  visited  the  locality  twice  before  bring- 
ing his  family— once  in  1811  or  T2,  and 
again  in  1814.  lie  built  a log  house  on  j 
the  site  where  he  last  resided.  When  he  j 
first  came  to  Dover  township  there  was  but  j 
one  frame  building  in  Cleveland,  that  | 
place,  in  fact,  being  a mere  point,  a nucleus 
around  which  a village  afterward  grew  up. 
from  which  was  evolved  the  great  city  of 
Cleveland.  Mr.  Stocking  was  prominent 
and  active  in  the  township,  and  was  equally 
active  in  its  religious  and  educational  in-  j 
terests.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  , 
cast  for  Jefferson,  and  it  is  said  he  voted  | 
at  every  Presidential  election  afterward, 
his  last  vote  being  cast  for  Hayes.  He  1 
died  February  23,  1877.  aged  ninety-five 
years,  three  months,  twenty-two  days, 
having  been  a resident  of  Dover  township, 
Cuyahoga  county,  over  sixty  years.  He 
lived  to  see  the  wilderness  transformed 
into  fruitful  fields,  and  towns  and  cities  I 
rise  up  out  of  the  dense  forest;  he  lived  to  j 


hear  the  rush  and  roar  of  the  railroad  train 
where  once  could  be  heard  naught  but  the 
howling  of  wolves,  the  angry  growling  of 
no  less  ferocious  bears,  and  the  war-whoop 
of  the  Indian.  But  to  essay  to  mention 
what  was  consummated  in  those  three- 
score years  would  be  to  attempt  a history 
of  all  the  Northwest,  with  its  most  won- 
derful growth  and  marvelous  development. 

In  Dover  township,  Cuyahoga  county, 
in  November,  1836,  Jonathan  S.  Stocking 
married  Sabrina  Lilly,  born  in  Ashfield, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Austin  Lilly,  who 
came  from  New  England  in  pioneer  times. 
Jonathan  S.  Stocking  lived  in  Cuyahoga 
county  till  1836,  in  which  year  he  moved 
to  Brighton  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
in  company  with  Harry  Hawes  bought  222 
acres  of  heavily-timbered  land,  and  they 
felled  the  first  tree  that  ever  felt  the  axe 
on  that  farm.  This  land  cost  them  six 
dollars  per  acre,  but  it  proved  a valuable 
property.  Jonathan  Stocking  died  here  in 
1890,  aged  eighty  years,  two  months,  seven- 
teen days,  his  wife  in  1887,  aged  seventy- 
two  years,  four  months,  five  days,  and  they 
are  interred  at  Brighton  Center.  He  was 
very  successful,  not  only  in  general  farm- 
ing  but  also  in  stock  raising,  and  was  a 
hard-working  man  up  to  within  two  years 
of  his  death.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  and,  after  the  formation  of  the 
party,  a stanch  Ilepnblican.  Mrs.  Stock- 
ing, in  Church  relationship,  was  an  Epis- 
copalian. They  were  parents  of  children 
as  follows:  C.  D.,  subject;  Byron,  de- 

ceased in  infancy;  Elmus  B.,  who  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
eighth  O.  V.  I.,  was  detailed  to  hospital 
work  at  Wilmington,  S.  C..  and  while 
handling  corpses  in  the  dead  house  became 
poisoned  (he  died  at  home  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years);  Abigail,  who  died  in 
1865  when  sixteen  years  old;  Ralph  G., 
deceased  in  infancy;  and  Darwin,  a farmer 
of  Brighton  township. 

C.  D.  Stocking,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  received  a good  practical  edu- 
cation at  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
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township,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  lias  always  lived  on  the  old 
homestead  with  the  exception  of  the  few 
months  during  the  Civil  war  lie  worked 
for  his  uncle,  Joseph  Stocking,  in  Cuya- 
hoga county.  His  farm,  the  largest  in  the 
township,  now  comprises  331  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land,  equipped  with  as  line  resi- 
dence and  outbuildings  as  can  be  seen  in 
the  county. 

On  January  7,  1874,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Fish,  who  was 
born,  in  1838,  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Fisli,  and  two  children 
— Abigail  M.  and  Jane  R. — have  been 
born  to  them.  Airs.  Stocking  is  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Brighton. 
Politically  Mr.  Stocking  is  a Republican, 
and  has  served  as  township  trustee  ten 
consecutive  years;  socially  he  is  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 


L.  REED,  widely  known  in  the 
county  as  a thorough  business  man, 
• and  an  active  member  of  the  enter- 
prising firm  of  Teasdale  & Reed, 
proprietors  of  Re  People’s  Shoe  Store,  and 
of  the  livery  firm  of  Moysey  & Reed,  Elyria, 
is  a native  of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio, 
born  February  7,  1846.  in  Strongsville. 

* r5 

Joseph  Reed,  father  of  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Cornwall,  England,  a son  of 
Thomas  Reed,  who  was  born  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Agnes,  in  the  same  county,  and  was 
a farmer  and  landowner  there.  In  an  early 
day  he  (Thomas)  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  bringing  with  him  his  family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  Joseph  was  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth.  They  settled  in 
Strongsville  (near  Cleveland),  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  the  father  of  this  large 
family  followed  farming  to  the  close  of  his 
life,  which  was  a long  and  active  one,  he 
being  close  on  ninety  years  of  a^e  at  the 

• , t'  J d) 

time  of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of 


the  Congregational  Church.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Hitchens),  was  nearly  eighty  years 
old  at  the  time  of  her  death,  and  all  the 
ancestry,  on  both  sides,  seem  to  have  been 
long-lived.  Joseph  Reed,  their  son,  was 
barely  twenty  years  old  when  he  came  to 
America.  He  was  married  in  Strono-sville, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Tamar  Lyman,  and  six 
children  were  born  to  them,  J.  L.  being 
the  eldest.  The  father  of  these  was  born 
in  1818,  and  died  August  14,  1880;  the 
mother,  now  in  her  seventy-fourth  year, 
is  living  in  Columbia.  After  marriage 
Joseph  Reed  settled  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, where  he  followed  farming.  By  trade 
he  was  a shoemaker,  which  he  followed  in 
England,  and  to  a limited  extent  in  this 
country. 

J.  L.  Reed,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biographical  memoir,  in  his  boyhood 
worked  about  the  quarries  in  Berea  and 
Columbia,  and  chopped  wood  by  the  cord, 
in  order  to  earn  money  to  pay  for  his 
schooling.  His  elementary  education  he 
received  at  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place,  which  he  supplemented  with 
three  terms  study  at  Oberlin,  and  three 
terms  at  Baldwin  University,  Berea,  Ohio, 
besides  a course  at  Oberlin  Commercial 
School.  He  then  took  up  farming,  secnr- 
mg  a lease  ot  his  wife's  father’s  farm  in 
Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  now  owns  110  acres  of  well-cultivated 
land.  He  also,  in  connection  with  his 
farming  interests,  deals  in  wagons,  agri- 
cultural implements,  etc.,  and  runs  a shop 
in  which  repairing  of  wagons  and  imple- 
ments, in  all  of  its  branches,  is  done.  In 
1889  he  became  associated  with  the 
People’s  Shoe  Store,  in  Elyria,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Teasdale,  as  successors  to  Stone 
& Campbell.  In  May,  1891,  he  became 
a partner  with  Mr.  Moysey  in  the  present 
livery  business,  both  of  which  enterprises 
are  in  a sound  flourishing  condition. 

In  1869  Mr.  Reed  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Healy,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  viz.:  Fred,  at  present 
a student  at  Garfield  School,  in  Portage 
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county,  Ohio,  and  Elsie,  better  known  as 
“ Kittie”  among  her  many  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. In  his  political  affiliations 
he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  nine  years,  declin- 
ing to  accept  further  election.  He  is  a 
notary  public,  a member  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  at  North  Eaton,  and  is  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  in  said 
church.  He  is  now  vice-president  of  the 
Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society,  of 
which  he  has  been  a director  four  years. 


Ol,  REX  MOORE,  a prominent  repre- 
Sj  sentative  farmer  of  Sheffield  town- 
J ship,  was  born  February  13,  ISIS, 
in  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 

He  is  a son  of  X orman  Moore,  a native 
of  Massachusetts,  who  came  to  Ohio  when 
a young  man.  lie  was  married  in  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  to  Jlonore  Messenger,  and 
later  settled  at  Avon  Point,  Lorain  county. 
He  was  a sailor  and  farmer,  and  also  con- 
ducted a saw  and  orist  mill.  He  built  two 

O 

vessels;  one  of  these,  the  ‘‘Rainbow,”  sev- 
enty-live tons  burden,  at  the  time  created 
considerable  excitement, people  coming  for 
miles  to  see  it  launched.  He  afterward  built 
the  “Young  Leopard,”  125  tons  burden, 
which  he  sold  at  Oswego.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  had  five  children,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity,  namely:  Amaneer,  who  be- 
came a sailor,  and  died  of  cancer  at  the  aoe 

O 

of  fifty-eight  (he  was  a custom-house 
officer  at  Put-in-Bay  for  about  three  years 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life);  Oswell, 
who  enlisted  at  Elyria  in  the  Civil  war 
and  was  killed  at  Gettysburg,  being  shot 
through  the  heart;  Oren,  our  subject; 
Charles,  and  Amanda,  widow  of  John 
Nesbitt,  who  died  on  his  return  home 
from  the  army.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
his  life  Mr.  Moore  was  an  invalid;  he  died 
when  about  seventy-five  years  old. 


Oren  Moore  was  reared  at  Avon  Point, 
Lorain  county,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  When  yet  a 
young  man  he  was  married  to  Miss  Abbie 
Jaycocks,  a native  of  Xew  York,  and  they 
have  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Lo- 

renzo, who  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three;  William,  a farmer  of  Michigan; 
Marietta,  wife  of  L.  Cahoon;  Hattie,  wife 
of  Harry  Haylor;  Horace,  a farmer  of 
Michigan;  Sadie,  wife  of  L.  Robinson,  of 
Lorain;  Millie,  married  to  Harry  Groene, 
and  Lennie,  wife  of  John  Faragher.  After 
his  rqarriage  Mr.  Moore  lived  in  a log 
house  in  Avon  township,  on  the  Center 
road,  later  coming  to  Sheffield  township, 
where  he  now  owns  a o-ood  farm  of  one 

t"' 

hundred  acres.  His  wife  died  of  cancer  at 
the  age  of  sixty  four.  Our  subject  is  a life- 
long farmer,  progressive  and  enterprising  in 
every  respect.  Politically  he  is  a Repub- 
lican; socially  he  is  a F.  & A.  M.  Mr. 
Moore  has  eighteen  grandchildren. 


F'ETER  MEYER,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent, progressive  and  prosperous 
German  agriculturists  of  Lorain 
county,  is  a native  of  Bavaria,  born 
in  1844,  a son  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
Catherine  (Wack)  Meyer,  also  of  Bavaria, 
and  in  1846  they  set  sail  with  their 
family  from  Havre,  France,  for  the  Xew 
World. 

After  a voyage  of  forty-eight  days  they 
landed  at  Xew  York,  from  which  city 
they  proceeded  westward  to  Ohio,  making 
a settlement  on  a farm  in  Ridgeville  town- 
ship, Lorain  county.  For  eleven  years 
the  parents  resided  in  the  town  of  Elyria, 
and  here  the  father  died  in  1SS2,  the 
mother  in  February,  1892.  By  trade  An- 
drew Meyer  was  a carpenter,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  his  native  land,  but  in  this 
country  he  carried  on  agriculture  almost 
exclusively.  He  had  a family  of  eight 
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children,  of  whom  we  give  a record  of 
seven,  as  follows,  the  eldest  two  being  by 
a former  wife,  and,  consequently,  half- 
brother  and  half-sister  to  the  others:  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Henry  Neipfoot,  of  Elyria 
township;  John,  who  enlisted  during  the 
Civil  war  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred 
and  Seventh  O.  Y.  I.,  and  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg;  Peter,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Catherine,  wife  of  Adam 
Berres,  of  Ridgeville  township;  Mathias, 
a resident  of  New  York  City;  Gertrude,  de- 
ceased; Adam,  married,  a resident  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Gas 
& Electric  Light  Company,  near  San- 
Francisco,  Cal. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch 
was  two  years  old  when  he  came  to  Ridge- 
ville township,  and  he  here  received  a fair 
English  education,  in  the  meantime  being 
trained  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventh  O.  Y.  I.,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  his  regiment  be- 
ing first  attached  to  the  army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  later  to  the  Department  of  the 
South.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Gettysburg  and  St.  John’s  Island  (S.  C.) ; 
was  in  the  charge  on  Fort  Wacrner,  and 
then  with  Sherman  in  the  Carolina  cam- 
paigns;  was  present  at  the  destruction  of 
the  Columbia  & Georgetown  Railroad  at  ; 
Sumter,  S.  C.,  in  the  campaign  in  which 
State  he  served  over  ten  months.  At 
Gettysburg  he  was  wounded,  but  not  in- 
capacitated. In  June,  1865,  he  was  dis- 
charged at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  mustered  out 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  same  year,  and  re- 
turned to  the  pursuits  of  peace  in  Ridge- 
ville township,  Lorain  county,  farming  be- 
ing his  lifework.  although  he  was  engaged 
two  and  one  half  years  at  carpenter  work. 

Mr.  Meyer  was  married  in  Ridgeville 
township,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Stander,  and  twelve  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  all  yet  living,  named  as  fol- 
lows:  Barbara,  Emma,  Peter  Jacob,  Mary  ; 
Magdalene,  Bridget,  Rosa,  Henry,  Mary, 
Clara,  Lawrence,  Henry,  and  Gregory,  j 


Politically  our  subject  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat; socially  he  is  a member  of  Mreslcy 
Kibby  Post  No.  708,  G.  A.  R.,  Ridgeville. 
His  wife  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Meyer  is 
owner  of  121  acres  of  land,  all  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved. 


T^LDEN  WORTHINGTON  is  one  of 
the  most  substantial  and  well-to-do 
iLL^  of  the  agriculturists  of  Carlisle 
township,  of  which  he  is  a native. 

He  was  born  March  9,  1833,  a son  of 
Jonathan  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Orr)  Worth- 
ington, natives  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 

| the  father  born  January  16,  1S07,  the 
i mother  October  23,  1813.  They  were 
married  in  that  county,  and  shortly  after- 
ward came  with  a one-horse  wao-on  to 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  thence  moving  to 
Lorain  county,  locating  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship. Llere  the  father  opened  up  a farm, 
then  bought  land  in  Eaton  township,  near 
La  Porte,  and  some  years  later  moved 
thereon.  He  died  in  LaPorte  September 
5,  188-1,  the  mother  in  Carlisle  township 
October  25,  1869.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  afterward,  on  the  organization 
of  the  party,  a Republican;  lie  was  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  for  many  years  town- 
ship trustee.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonathan  B.  Worthington, 
as  follows:  Maria,  widow  of  Alfred  Bug- 
gies, of  Norwalk;  Ehlen,  subject  of  sketch; 
Benjamin,  born  in  Carlisle  township,  served 
in  the  Civil  war,  three-months’  service, 
and  died  in  Cleveland  in  May,  1880;  Eli- 
jah, married,  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  in  Cleveland;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
i O.  Humphrey,  of  Eaton  township.  Lorain 
county;  Henry,  married,  and  living  in  La- 
Grange  township.  Lorain  county;  Erwin, 
who  served  in  the  Civil  war,  three-months’ 
service,  is  married,  and  lives  in  Norwalk, 
Ohio;  Augusta,  who  married  Charles 
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Warner,  of  Eaton  township,  and  died  June 
16,  1891;  and  Mary,  deceased  in  July, 
18S8.  The  'Worthington  family  are  of 
English  lineage.  Grandfather  Worthing- 
ton  was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  a school 
teacher  hv  occupation,  and  in  an  early  day 
moved  to  Pennsylvania.  Grandfather  Orr 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  of  German  an- 
cestry, and  became  a pioneer  of  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

Elden  'Worthington  received  his  educa- 
‘tion  at  the  common  schools  of  Carlisle  and 
Eaton  townships,  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaker,  and  worked  at  same  with  his 
lather  some  ten  years  at  LaPorte.  lie  then 
commenced  fanning  in  Eaton,  and  in 
course  of  time  owned  a farm  in  that  town- 
ship, and  one  in  Carlisle.  In  his  political 
predilections  he  is  a Republican,  and  for 
several  terms  was  trustee  of  Eaton  town- 
ship, as  well  as  member  of  the  school 
board,  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  of  Elyria.  In  addition 
to  his  regular  agricultural  interests  Mr. 
Worthington  deals  considerably  in  real 
estate — both  buying  and  selling. 

On  September  16,  1857,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  in  Carlisle  township 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Cornell,  a native  of 
Eaton  township,  daughter  of  James  and 
Betsy  (Dolbee)  Cornell,  of  New  York, 
who  came  to  Lorain  county  in  1831,  lo- 
catingin  Eaton  township, but  subsequently, 
in  1838,  removing  to  Carlisle  township, 
where  the  father  passed  from  earth  in 
April,  1860;  the  mother  died  in  June, 
1888.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children, 
six  of  whom  are  yet  living,  viz.;  Louisa, 
wife  Rev.  N.  S.  Worden,  of  Ridgeville, 
Henry  Co.,  Ohio;  Heiro,  married,  and 
living  in  California;  Nelson,  married,  and 
residing  in  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa;  Fan- 
nie, wife  of  Rev  B.  D.  Jones,  of  Coshoc- 
ton county,  Ohio;  Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of 
Elden  Worthincrton ; and  Fidelia,  widow 
of  Walter  Earner,  of  Ridgeville,  Henry 
Co.,  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elden  Worth- 
ington have  been  born  five  children,  of 
whom  the  following  is  a brief  record: 


Edith  is  the  wife  of  Anson  E.  Pinney,  of 
Ithaca,  Mich.,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Clyde,  Lila,  Charles  E.  and  Ruth  Eliza- 
beth; Clara  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  1 lew- 
hurst,  of  Carlisle  township,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Yd  If  red,  Mabel  and  James 
E. ; Frank  A.  resides  in  Michigan ; Nelson 
Orr  is  married,  and  makes  his  home  at 
Avon  Lake,  Lorain  coitnty  (he  has  one 
child,  Carlotta);  Lila  died  in  1888  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years. 


JJiENRY  DE  LLOYD,  who  for  the 
pHh  past  twenty-five  years  has  been 
j A prominently  identified  with  Lorain 
■fj  county,  and  known  far  and  near  as 
a successful  fast-horse  trainer  and 
j speeder,  is  a native  of  England,  born  May 
26,  18-16,  in  Shropshire.  lie  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Capper)  De  Lloyd,  of 
the  same  county,  both  of  whom  died  there. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  his 

education  at  the  narish  schools  of  his 
1 . 

native  county,  and  from  early  boyhood  has 
; been  with  and  among  horses;  indeed,  it 
' may  truly  be  said  of  him  that  what  he 
does  not  know  about  that  noble  animal  is 
not  worth  knowing.  In  England,  where 
fast  horses  are  run  less  “mechanically,” 
probably,  than  in  this  country,  he  followed 
the  business  of  trainer,  and  also  rode  in 
j steeple  chases  and  other  races,  when  a boy, 

I sitting  the  saddle  with  the  ease  and  confi- 
; dence  of  a veteran.  In  1867  he  immi- 
| grated  to  the  United  States  and  to  Ohio, 

1 making  a settlement  in  Ridgeville  town- 
j ship,  Lorain  county,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  connection 
: with  his  other  business  interests.  He 
: owns  a good  half-mile  track,  laid  out  about 
i eight  years  ago,  and  at  the  present  time 
has  some  nine  or  ten  horses,  besides  colts, 
training  on  it.  He  has  some  animals  with 
good  records,  including  a colt,  “ Dolwood,” 
i a “Standard,”  one  of  the  best-bred  in 
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Northern  Ohio.  Mr.  De  Lloyd  has  made 
several  races  in  both  Ohio  and  Michigan. 
Ilis  farm  in  Ridgeville  township  is  all 
well  improved  and  highly  cultivated,  and 
is  devoted  to  cereals  and  root  crops. 

Mr.  De  Lloyd  was  united  in  marriage 

with  Miss  Emma  J.  Hudson,  born  in 

Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county,  a 

daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Colly) 

Hudson,  natives  of  England,  the  father  of 
• • ^ r . 
Cambridgeshire,  the  mother  of  Yorkshire, 

and  both  early  immigrants  to  Ohio,  their 
first  home  in  the  New  World  being  in 
Cleveland,  their  last  one  in  Ridgeville 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  they  died. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  De  Lloyd,  namely:  Leonard  (married 
to  Miss  Esther  Fortune,  and  now  residing 
in  Ridgeville  township),  Hudson,  Martin 
and  Lee.  Politically  our  subject  is  a 
prominent  Republican,  active  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  party,  and  served  as  president 
of  the  school  board  nine  consecutive  years. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  Elyria  Lodcre, 
No.  103,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  the  Encamp-  i 
ment;  also  of  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees at  Ridgeville,  being  a charter  member 
of  both  Societies. 


H NDREW  OSBORN,  one  of  the 
/ l oldest  and  most  prominent  of  the 
|Pi\  agricultural  citizens  of  Columbia  ; 
{J  township,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  j 
in  Summit  county  in  1823,  a son  ] 
of  Joseph  and  Pliila  (Ball)  Osborn,  of 
Connecticut. 

About  the  year  1811  Joseph  Osborn, 
father  of  subject,  came  from  the  “Nut-  j 
meg  State'’  to  Ohio,  making  the  journey  j 
in  four  weeks  on  foot,  and  after  locating 
in  Brimfield  township.  Portage  county,  re-  ! 
turned  for  his  wife,  whom  he  had  left  be-  j 
hind  in  Connecticut.  From  Portage  they  | 
moved  to  Summit  county,  same  State,  ! 
whence  they  came,  in  1836,  to  Columbia  ! 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  hewed  out  a 


new  home  in  the  wild  woods,  lie  was  a 
useful  man  in  his  day,  serving  as  trustee 
and  assessor  of  Columbia  township,  of 
which  he  was  a resident  half  a century. 
He  was  born  at  Waterbury,  Conn.,  May 
13,  1794,  and  died  August  27,  1887,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
three  months;  he  had  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  was  the  recipient  of  a pension. 
Before  coming  to  Columbia  township  he 
built  the  locks  at  Akron,  Ohio,  and  helped 
to  raise  the  first  building.  Mr.  Osborn 
was  twice  married,  first  time  to  Pliila  Ball, 
who  bore  him  three  children:  Andrew, 
subject  of  sketch;  Phebe  Ann,  deceased  at 
the  age  of  thirteen;  and  Hannah,  wife  of 
Ormal  Smith,  of  Olmsted  township,  Cuya- 
hoga county.  The  mother  of  these  died 
in  1831,  and  in  1832  Mr.  Osborn  married, 
in  Summit  county,  Roba  Harrington,  who 
died  April  17,  1875.  Grandfather  An- 
drew Osborn  was  a native  of  Connecticut, 
born  of  English  ancestry. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  thirteen 
years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Lorain  county,  and  as  a consequence  he 
received  part  of  his  education  in  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  and  part  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county.  Since  coming  to  Co- 
lumbia he  has  lived  with  his  father  upon 
the  old  homestead,  his  present  place,  com- 
prising 180  acres  of  well-cultivated  land, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  agriculture. 
In  September,  1843,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Ives,  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  and  Betsy  (Russell)  Ives, 
natives,  the  father  of  Connecticut,  the 
mother  of  New  York,  who  became  early 
settlers  of  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their 
days.  Nine  children  have  been  born  to 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Osborn:  George,  married  to 
Mrs.  Mary  (Hill)  Harrington;  Joseph, 
married  to  Jessie  Jasper,  and  has  one 
child,  Bertha;  Charley,  who  married  Liz- 
zie 7 urman,  and  has  two  children,  Lilly 
and  Leon;  Phila,  married  to  Warren  Good- 
man, and  has  two  children,  Guyand  For- 
est; Mary,  wife  of  George  Howard,  of 
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Columbia  township,  lias  three  children, 
Emma,  Vivian  and  Clare;  Frank,  born 
November  6,  1851,  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  and  three  that  died  in  infancy. 
In  his  political  predilections  Mr.  Osborn 
was  originally  a Whig,  and,  since  the 
formation  of  the  party,  has  been  a straight 
Republican.  He  and  his  wife  have  now 
for  half  a century  traveled  together  the 
highway  of  life;  and  it  is  the  earnest  wish 
of  their  many  friends  that  they  may  be 
spared  to  see  many  more  anniversaries  of 
the  commencement  of  their  married  life. 


J.  SNYDER.  This  gentleman, 
//l\  who  for  many  years  was  a success- 
ful  tradesman,  is  now  justly  classed 
fj  among  the  progressive  farmer  citi- 
zens of  Lorain  county. 

He  was  born  November  12,  1828,  in 
Upper  Augusta  township,  Northumber- 
land Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph 
Snyder,  a farmer,  who  was  born  in  Lancas- 
ter, Penn.,  July  1,  1791,  and  died  January 
8,  1872.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  He  was  twice  married,  the  name 
of  his  first  wife  being  unknown.  For  his 
second  he  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Millet,  a 
widow,  nee  Noaker,  who  was  born  July  5, 
1792,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  parents  both 
died  in  Schuylkill  county,  Penn.  Grand- 
father Snyder,  whose  name  was  also  Joseph, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  Lan- 
caster, Penn.,  immediately  after  marriao-e. 

A.  J.  Snyder  received  a good  prac- 
tical common-school  education  in  reading 
and  writing,  mathematics  beincr  entirely 
omitted.  When  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  was  bound  out  as  an  apprentice  for 
three  and  one-half  years  to  Edward  Finney, 
a shoemaker  in  Danville,  Columbia  (now 
in  Montour)  Co.,  Penn.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained from  June  23,  1845,  to  March  1, 
184S,  at  which  time,  having  effected  a 


compromise  with  Finney,  he  purchased  his 
freedom.  With  what  little  money  he  had 
saved  from  his  earnings  he  proceeded  to 
Northumberland,  then  to  Port  Carbon, 
thence  to  Pottsville,  in  all  of  which  places 
he  followed  his  trade,  successfully.  While 
in  Port  Carbon  he  was  married,  August 
21,  1849,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  Plunket, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Plunket. 
Their  wedding  tour  was  made  with  a horse 
and  buggy,  and  by  the  time  they  reached 
home'  they  found  themselves  absolutely 
penniless,  so  poor  was  he  when  he  plunged 
into  the  sea  of  matrimony.  In  the  spring 
of  1850  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  came  to 
Ohio,  being  accompanied  by  her  parents, 
making  among  themselves  quite  a party  of 
immigrants.  They  had  some  time  pre- 
viously started  for  Ohio,  but  were  detained 
at  Ilollidaysburg,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Sny- 
der worked  at  his  trade.  On  their  jour- 
nejT  westward  the  party  passed  through 
Canton,  New  Lisbon,  Massillon,  Wooster 
and  Ashland,  finally  halting  at  Plymouth, 
where  our  subject  found  himself  forty 
dollars  in  debt.  He  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Norwalk  and  New  Haven,  and  again  at 
Plymouth,  in  the  latter  place  for  eleven 
years,  saving  a little  money  there,  and 
providing  a home  for  the  family.  Here 
he  lost  his  first  wife,  she  dying  January  1, 
1859,  and  here  she  was  buried;  she  left 
three  children,  viz.:  Lucinda  A.,  now  Mrs. 
Samuel  Markle,  of  Ashland,  Ohio;  Willis, 
a farm  laborer  of  Miami  county,  Ohio;  and 
Antoinetta,  now  Mrs.  Morris  Risser,  of 
Ashland,  Ohio.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Snyder  married,  October  15.  1859,  Mrs. 
Melinda  Shorter,  a widow,  and  two  chil- 
dren, both  deceased  in  infancy,  were  born 
to  this  union.  Mrs.  Melinda  Synder  died 
December  18,  1861,  and  our  subject  on 
March  31, 1863,  married  Miss  Mary  Quinn, 
who  bore  him  two  children  (twins):  One 
deceased  in  infancy,  and  William,  now  in 
Bloominggrove  township,  Richland  Co., 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Mary  Snyder  died  January  4, 
1864,  and  January  1,  1865,  the  thrice- 
bereaved  husband  wedded  Miss  Lydia 
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Simonson,  by  whom  there  were  two  chil- 
dren: Joseph  G.,  a farmer  of  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  and  Bertha  M..  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  This  wife  passed 
away  December  21,  1872,  and  for  his  fifth 
and  present  spouse  Mr.  Snyder  married, 
September  4,  1873,  Miss  Victoria  Mc- 
Millen,  of  Oliversburg,  Richland  Co., 
Ohio.  To  this  last  marriage  live  children 
were  born,  to  wit:  Etta  A.,  deceased  at  the 
age  of  nine  years;  and  Carlos  L.,  Leroy  V., 
Autlia  P.  and  Ralph  V.,  all  at  home. 

In  Plymouth  our  subject  made  his  home 
until  1861;  then  lived  on  a farm  a short 
time,  after  which  he  moved  to  Shelby, 
Ohio,  where  for  a brief  period  he  worked 
at  his  trade;  thence  went  to  a farm  in 
Blooininggrove  township,  Richland  county, 
and  then  again  resided  in  Shelby  a short 
time.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  came  to 
Lorain  county,  settling  in  Rochester  town- 
ship, where  he  had  purchased  of  Erastus 
Knapp  150  acres  of  prime  land  (his  present 
home),  on  which  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements. Mr.  Snyder  is  not  only  a 
good  farmer,  but  a systematic  business 
man,  keeping  a regular  set  of  books,  show- 
ing expenditure  and  revenue  in  all  his  deal- 
ings ever  since  he  commenced  on  his  pres- 
ent farm.  Politically  he  is  a zealous  Re- 
publican, taking  a lively  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  party,  and  has  been  a dele- 
gate to  various  county  conventions.  In 
Church  relationship  he  is  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  his  wife  being  a Baptist. 


I B.  PARKER,  a prominent  business 
! man  of  North  Amherst,  well-known 
I in  insurance  circles,  is  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  born  October  28, 
1830,  in  Lexington,  Greene  county.  lie  is 
a son  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  (Buel) 
Parker,  of  the  same  county,  the  former  of 
whom,  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  died  in  April,  1852,  the 


latter  dying  in  Williamstown,  Oswego 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1864,  and  was 
buried  in  Jewett,  Greene  county,  N.  Y. 

J.  B.  Parker  received  his  education  at 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  place, -and 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  In  1856 
he  moved  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  had  charge  of  a store,  and  was  book- 
keeper  for  Morse,  Martin  & Co.  (later 
Morse,  Cook  & Co.)  until  1862,  when  he 
proceeded  to  Williamstown,  Oswego  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising, continuing  in  business  there 
until  1869,  the  year  he  came  to  New  Lon- 
don, Ohio.  In  that  town  he  remained  till 
1874,  and  then  moved  to  North  Amherst, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  intimately 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the 
place. 

In  1851  Mr.  Parker  was  married,  in 
Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Louisa  Ben- 
jamin, who  died  without  issue,  and  in  1855 
he  became  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Pain,  nee  Wolcott,  by  which  union 
there  were  four  children  (two  of  whom  are 
yet  living),  viz.:  (1)  Metta  A.,  widow  of 
J.  B.  Norton,  of  Amherst;  (2)  Lillie  and 
(3)  Willie,  twins  (the  former  of  whom  died 
in  Williamstown,  Oswego  county,  N.  Y., 
the  latter  in  Ledge  Dale,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.),  and  (4)  Carrie  E.,  wife  of  E.  E. 
Ivimmel,  residing  at  Cedar  Valley,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Parker  is  a Democrat  of  the  fir^t  water, 
and  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace  in 
1891;  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as 
notary  public,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  town  council.  In  his  fire,  life  and 
accident  insurance  business,  in  which  he 
has  been  engaged  the  past  six  years,  he 
represents,  among  other  offices,  the  Glens 
Falls,  Manchester,  North  Western  and 
National  and  Wayne  County  Fire  Com- 
panies, besides  the  New  York  Life  and 
National  Life  of  Vermont.  In  addition  to 
all  this  he  is  secretary  of  the  North  Am- 
herst Shear  Co.,  incorporated  December 
18,  1890,  with  which  lie  has  been  con- 
nected since  its  organization.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in 
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the  Sunday-school  work  of  which,  and  in  the 
choir,  he  has  taken  much  personal  interest. 

Mrs.  Parker  was  born  September  4, 
1830,  in  Lexington,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Reuben  I.  and  Artemesia 
(Buell  Wolcott,  natives  of  Xew  York,  who 
in  1831  came  west  to  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
making  their  residence  for  a time  in  Fitch- 
ville,  thence  moving  to  Ru erodes  township 
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(now  in  Ashland  county).  The  mother 
departed  this  life  in  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
in  1842,  the  father  in  Rug-odes  township  j 
(then  in  Huron  county)  in  1863  or  ’64.  ! 
He  was  a farmer  of  prominence,  and  in  his  J 
day  an  active  politician,  first  as  a Whig, 
afterward  as  a Republican.  Mrs.  Parker 
waj-  educated  in  Oberlin,and  has  been  twice 
married,  as  already  recorded.  Mr.  Parker’s 
grandfather,  William  Parker,  a native  of 
Connecticut,  was  a drummer  boy  in  the 
Revolutionary  war;  in  after  life  he  settled 
in  Lexington,  Greene  Co.,  X.  Y.  Her 
grandfather,  Munson  Buel,  also  a native 
of  Connecticut,  moved  in  an  early  day  to 
Lexington,  Greene  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  died  at 
the  advanced  ace  of  eighty-two;  he  was  a 
cloth  dresser  by  trade,  and  also  owned  a 
flour  and  grist  mill. 


TjACOB  SCHAIBLE,  in  his  day  awell- 
w I;  known  Lorain  county  pioneer,  was 
born  March  27,  1807,  in  Boulanden, 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  died 
February  7,  1874. 

When  but  five  or  six  years  old  he  lost 
both  of  his  parents  by  death,  leaving  him  and 
his  only  brother,  Michael,  orphans.  After 
the  death  of  the  parents,  his  grandmother, 
on  the  mother’s  side,  undertook  the  care 
of  the  two  little  boys,  and  gave  them  both 
a common-school  education. 

Jacob  took  up  the  pursuit  of  farming 
(and  it  was  in  this  career  that  he  grew  up 
to  manhood),  in  which  he  was  eminently 
successful.  In  January,  1834,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catharine  B. 
Rams&yer,  oranddaughter  of  the  then  emi- 
nent  physician  and  surgeon,  C.  H.  von 


Ottein,  who  had  engaged  the  best  teachers 
money  could  procure  and  gave  her  a good 
education.  Mr.  Schaible,  with  his  young 
wife,  settled  on  his  estates,  on  which  he  had 
made  many  improvements  after  his  major- 
ity, and  as  they  both  liked  country  life 
their  home  life  was  attractive  and  pleasant. 
Xothing,  in  fact,  marred  their  every-day 
life  until  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1846,  when 
Mr.  Schaible  was  suddenly  stricken  down 
with  an  illness  so  severe  that  his  life  hung 
in  the  -balance  for  many  a day;  finally, 
however,  his  strong  constitution  prevailed 
over  the  disease,  although  he  did  not  fully 
recover  his  former  health.  Then  his  at- 
tending physician  and  several  other  phy- 
sicians held  a consultation,  and  their 
unanimous  decision  was  that  Mr.  Schaible 
should  take  a sea  voyage  for  the  restoration 
of  his  health. 

Accordingly  in  May,  1848,  with  his  wife 
and  five  children,  Mr.  Schaible  wended  his 
way  toward  the  seaport  of  Havre,  took  pas- 
sage there  on  a sailing  ship,  and  after  a tem- 
pestuous voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed  at 
Xew  York.  Their  stay  there  was  of  short 
duration,  for  they  soon  turned  in  the  di- 
rection of  Ohio,  taking  steamer  on'  the 
Hudson  river  as  far  as  Albany;  from 
there  in  a canal  boat  to  Buffalo,  thence  to 
Cleveland,  whence  they  came  directly  to 
Elyria,  arriving  there  August  1,  1848. 
The  three  months’  travel  restored  Mr. 
Schaible  to  his  former  health.  Elyria  was 
then  but  a mere  village,  strageding  out 
over  several  streets  of  mud  and  under- 
! brush,  and  the  only  approaches  at  that  time 
! were  by  the  way  of  lake  and  stage  coach. 

Mr.  Schaible  soon  after  his  arrival  pur- 
j chased  land  one  mile  west  of  Elyria,  built 
; a small  house  and  settled  on  his  farm, 

■ which  was  nearly  all  covered  with  under- 
; brush  and  forest.  He  immediately  began 
to  clear  and  improve  his  property  until  he 
had  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county, 
also  buying  more  land  from  time  to  time 
until  he  had  some  three  or  four  hundred 
acres  of  well-improved  land  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  honest  and  indus- 
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trious,  kind  and  obligino-  and  his  name  be- 
came  the  synonym  for  integrity  and  up- 
rightness. Being  temperate  in  his  habits, 
he  was  a rare  specimen  of  the  hardy  pio- 
neer. lie  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  from  early 
youth,  and  for  many  years  was  its  stanchest 
supporter.  In  the  family  he  was  a loving 
husband,  a kind  and  indulgent  father.  His 
faithful  wife,  who  had  so  long  shared  his 
joys  and  sorrows,  preceded  him  but  eight 
weeks  in  death.  His  remains  were  placed 
beside  those  of  his  wife  in  Murry  Ridge 
Cemetery,  in  the  bosom  of  mother  earth,  in 
full  hope  of  a glorious  resurrection. 

Mr.  Schaible  left  four  sons  and  five 
daughters  to  mourn  his  loss,  viz.:  Agnes 
B.  Theiss,  of  Cleveland;  Margaretha  M. 
Limb,  of  Wooster;  J.  Frederich  Schaible, 
who  died  February  12,  1S75;  C.  Hen- 
rietta Krieger,  of  Wooster,  Ohio;  Jacob 
E Schaible,  of  Elyria;  Carrie  Schaible, 
Charles  II.  Schaible,  John  G.  Schaible  and 
Sophia  C.  Schaible,  all  of  Elyria. 


J ACOB  E.  SCHAIBLE  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  was  but  two  years  old 
I when  he  came  with  his  father  to  this 
country.  lie  now  lives  on  his  farm 
of  140  acres  on  IVest  Ridge,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  thorough  farmers  in  Lorain 
county.  Mr.  Schaible  has  over  sixteen 

thousand  tile  under  around,  and  has  one 
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of  the  best-improved  farms.  He  and  his 
two  children  are  members  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church. 

In  1886  he  took  a trip  across  the  ocean, 
and  visited  the  principal  cities  in  England, 
France  and  Germany,  spending  some  time 
in  his  native  country. 


^ LIAS  BAUMHART,  one  of  the 
leading,  most  prosperous  and  enter- 
prising agriculturists  of  Black  River 
township,  is  a native  of  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  born  in  1845. 
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llis  father,  Capt.  Adam  Baumhart,  was 
born  in  Ilessia,  Germany,  whence  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  came  to  America 
and  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  with  his  father, 
Elias  Baumhart.  In  1846  Adam  moved  to 
Black  River  township,  Lorain  county.  He 
was  married  in  Erie  county  to  Christina 
Ilerwig,  daugher  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
(Blech)  Ilerwig,  all  of  Ilessia,  Germany, 
who  came  to  tho  United  States  when 
Christina  was  eight  years  old.  They  were 
nine  weeks  crossing;  the  ocean.  Jacob 
Ilerwig  was  a miller  in  the'  Fatherland, 
but  in  this  country  he  followed  farming, 
lie  died  iu  1873,  his  wife  in  1853.  Capt. 
Adam  and  Christina  Baumhart  are  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  viz.:  Emeline, 
wife  of  Benjamin  Claus,  of  Brownhelm 
township;  Elias,  subject  of  sketch;  Jacob, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Henry, 
who  died  when  aged  fifteen  years;  Cather- 
ine, wife  of  Charles  Holm,  of  Black  River 
township,  Lorain  county;  Armina,  at  home 
with  her  parents;  Martha,  wife  of  Henry 
Furber,  of  Erie  county,  Ohio;  Adam,  Jr., 
studying  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan;  Edward,  who  died 
when  five  years  old;  Jacob,  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Brownhelm  township,  and  James, 
also  a farmer  in  that  township.  The  par- 
ents are  yet  residing  in  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, highly  respected  and  honored. 

Elias  Baumhart  received  his  education 
at  the  district  schools  of  Black  River  town- 
ship, whither  he  was  brought  when  an  in- 
fant. He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  after  attaining  his  majority  bought 
fifty-six  acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared. 
This  he  subsequently  rented,  and  bought 
his  present  fine  farm  of  240  acres,  well  • 
watered  by  a good  creek  and  equipped  with 
all  necessary  buildings.  In  December, 
1869,  Mr.  Baumhart  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain 
county,  with  Miss  Amelia  Lutz,  who  died 
March  16,  1873,  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren: Charles  and  Thomas,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  when  eight  months  old.  On 
April  12,  1874,  our  subject  married,  in 
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Black  River  township,  Lorain  county,  for  I 
his  second  wife.  Miss  Margaret  Jacobs,  a ! 
native  of  that  township,  and  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Dora  (Smith)  Jacobs.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  six  children,  viz.: 
Della,  Ben  will,  Nelson,  Arinina.  Robert, 
and  Edward,  who  died  when  seven  months 
old.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church;  in  politics  Mr.  Baum-  | 
hart  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  his 
township  as  trustee. 


WHLLIAM  A.  BATES.  William  j 
' Bates,  the  paternal  grand  sire  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Connecticut,  but  passed  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Lewis  county, 
N.  Y.,  near  the  town  of  Lowville.  Ilia 
vocation  in  life  was  that  of  a farmer.  lie  j 
married  Mrs.  Sarah  Woods,  and  the  results 
of  this  union  were  ten  children;  by  a pre-  i 
vious  marriage  live  were  born. 

In  about  183G,  then  in  his  seventy-fifth 
year,  he  removed  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Ohio,  whither  several  of  his  sons  had  pre- 
ceded him  a year.  The  journey  was  made  ; 
overland,  the  means  of  locomotion  being  j 
four  strong  horses,  and  the  conveyance  a 
laro-e  covered  wagon,  into  which  were 
crowded  the  family  and  many  personal 
effects.  The  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  with  his  children,  all  of  whom 
were  located  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  He 
was  a veteran  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
bravely  fought  for  liberty  as  a trooper, 
and  was  commended  by  his  officer  for 
gallantry  and  bravery  in  the  battle  against 
the  British  at  Sachet’s  Harbor.  lie  de- 
parted this  life  in  1848,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  11  is  good  wife  sur- 
vived him  some  thirteen  years,  and  was  a 
like  number  of  years  his  junior.  She  also 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  was 
remarkably  well  preserved  and  hale,  in 
fact,  a few  months  previous  to  her  demise 
she  thought  but  little  of  a walk  of  a half 
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mile.  They  were  formerly  Presbyterians, 
but  after  removing  to  Ohio  they  joined 
the  Methodists,  and  they  were  exemplary 
Christian  people.  The  following  children 
accompanied  and  located  in  Lorain  county, 
with  their  father:  Francis,  Ottis,  Bennett, 
Hannah,  Moses,  Lyman,  Thaxter,  Norton 
and  Charles,  all  now  deceased,  Bennett  be- 
ing the  last  to  pass  away,  dying  in  De- 
cember, 1892.  The  father  of  these  was  a 
Highland  Scotchman,  and  was  a man  of 
giant-like  dimensions,  being  six  and  one- 
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half  feet  in  stature,  and  weighing  over 
three  hundred  pounds.  His  sons  averaged 

six  feet  in  height,  and  were  of  massive 
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proportions. 

Francis  Bates,  the  father  of  subject, 
was  born  in  Lewis  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1800, 
and  was  there  reared.  He  was  possessed 
of  skill  in  the  use  of  tools  of  any  sort,  but 
his  attention  chiefly  turned  toward  farm- 
ing, and  the  trade  of  shoemaking.  In 
1835,  at  the  age  of  about  thirty-five  years, 
he  gathered  together  his  savings  and 
started  for  the  then  wilds  of  Ohio,  almost 
immediately  on  his  arrival  locating  upon 
a tract  of  fifty  acres  in  the  western  portion 
of  Lorain  county.  To  pay  for  the  land  he 
was  employed  at  working  for  others,  his 
leisure  being  used  in  the  clearing  of  his 
own  land.  At  that  period  the  wages  re- 
ceived “at  clearing”  were  fifty  cents  to 
seventy-five  cents  per  day.  At  the  time 
of  his  advent  into  this  then  “wilderness” 
there  were  several  log  houses  in  Camden 
township.  In  1820  he  married  Miss  Maria 
Obits,  a lady  of  German  parentage,  though 
of  American  birth,  and  a native  of  the 
same  county  as  her  husband.  To  this 
union  were  born  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely:  Nelson,  Sallie  Ann,  Justin, 
Elbirge  and  "William  A.  Of  these  the 
last  mentioned  and  Justin,  a prominent 
citizen  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  are  the  only 
ones  living.  Francis  Bates  was.  politically. 

an  Old-line  Whig,  an  earnest  Abolition- 
• ^ , 
ist,  and  religiously  a devout  member  of  the 

Methodist  Church,  as  was  also  his  faithful 

wife.  Both  were  well  and  kindly  known 
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throughout  a large 'community,  and  their 
deeds  of  charity  are  traditional  in  many  of 
the  pioneer  homes  of  the  county.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1858,  Francis  Bates  departed  this 
life,  his  wife  following  him  to  eternal  rest 
in  18G9. 

William  A.  Bates,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  there  reared  to  the  age 
of  fourteen,  when  he  came  west  with  his 
parents  to  Ohio.  Here  he  attended  school 
in  the  old  loo  school  building  with  its  slab 
benches  and  other  primitive  furnishings. 
Soon,  however,  he  was  compelled  to  shoul- 
der his  portion  of  the  labor  of  clearing  his 
father’s  land,  and  working  for  others  to 
assist  in  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness, 
into  which  his  father  had  gone  in  the  pur- 
chase of  same.  For  such  work  he  received 
twelve  dollars  per  acre  cleared,  and,  for  only 
chopping  or  felliug  the  timber,  six  dollars 
per  acre.  Mr.  Bates’  health  was  never  ro- 
bust, and  he  received  many  setbacks  in  his 
progress  even  in  his  youth,  because  of  this 
misfortune.  When  about  twenty-seven  he 
had  about  two  hundred  dollars,  all  saved 
from  his  earnings,  and  he  then  linked  his 
fortunes  with  those  of  Miss  Sarah  Sigs- 
worth,  the  date  of  their  marriage  being 
June  29,  1848.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Sigsworth  (now  deceased),  who 
was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  of 
Camden  township’s  citizens.  lie  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  by  many  of  the 
older  residents  of  Camden  he  is  remem- 
bered as  an  industrious,  loyal,  thoroughly 
esteemed  citizen.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
were  born  children  as  follows:  S.  Olive, 
William  Duane,  Ella  M.,  Mary  A.,  Fran- 
cis W.,  Elma  R.,  Willnettie  and  L.  Clem- 
ant;  the  first  three  were  born  in  Ohio  and 
died  in  infancy,  the  others  were  born  in 
Iowa.  Of  these  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Floyd  Twining,  of  Henrietta  township; 
Francis  W.  and  Elma  IF  reside  at  home 
with  their  parents;  Willnettie  (Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Bell)  is  a resident  of  North  Royal- 
ton,  Ohio;  L.  Clemant  is  a successful  clerk 
in  Lorain,  Lorain  county.  In  October,  | 


1854,  thinking  a change  of  climate  would 
benefit  his  health,  he  removed  to  the  then 
new  State  of  Iowa;  accompanied  by  his 
wife  he  made  the  trip  in  a covered  wagon. 
After  remaining  in  Iowa  thirteen  years,  he 
returned  to  Ohio  in  May,  1867. 

Mr.  Bates  has  been  a successful  agri- 
culturist,  and  is  highly  respected  through- 
out his  wide  acquaintance.  lie  has  given 
his  children  the  advantage  of  a good  edu- 
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cation,  and  that  they  appreciate  the  efforts 
of  their  parents  in  their  behalf  is  shown 
in  their  devotion  to  them,  in  these  their 
declining  years.  Mr.  Bates  is  a Republi- 
can. politically,  and  takes  an  active  and  in- 
telligent interest  in  local  and  national 
affairs,  and  has  held  several  local  offices. 
Ilis  farm  displays  the  hand  of  enterprise 
and  thrift,  the  many  improvements  bespeak- 
ing well  his  praise.  Mrs.  Bates  and  other 
members  of  the  family  are  earnest  and  de- 
vout members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


ESLEY  HASTINGS,  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  earli- 
est pioneer  families  of  Pen  field 
township,  is  a native  of  Wilna, 
Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  December  21, 
1822. 

He  is  a son  of  Curtice  and  Pattie 
(Groves)  Hastings,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Vermont,  and  when  a young 
man  removed  to  NYw  York  State,  where 
he  married  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Ashley,  who  was  accidentally  killed  by  the 
explosion  of  a signal  gun  in  LaGrange 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio;  Wesley,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  Submit,  Mrs.  Ly- 
man Crane,  of  Chatham  Center,  Medina 
Co.,  Ohio.  Curtice  Hastings  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  for  which  he  had  a na- 
tural inclination,  and  in  1825  came  west 
to  Ohio,  in  company  with  Henry  Towns- 
end, walking  the  entire  distance  from 
New  York  State.  He  visited  in  Harris- 
ville  and  Lodi,  and,  after  looking  over  the 
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land  in  Lorain  and  Medina  counties,  re- 
turned home.  In  June.  1S26,  he  set  out 
for  Ohio  with  his  family,  being  a long  time 
on  the  road,  as  they  drove  the  entire  dis- 
tance, and  their  team  was  the  first  one  to 
enter  the  township.  They  made  their  home 
at  the  house  of  a family  named  Holcomb 
until  their  cabin  of  logs  and  bark  was 
erected  on  the  tract  which  Mr.  Hastings 
had  bargained  for,  which  at  that  time  was 
a dense  wilderness,  abounding  with  wild 
animals;  and  many  were  the  exciting  ad- 
ventures and  narrow  escapes  which  the 
pioneers  had  in  these  forests.  Their  cabin 
was  a rude  one,  and  for  the  first  year  had 
no  floor,  and  neither  door  nor  window.  At 
first  they  had  to  go  a long  distance  east  to 
have  their  milling  done,  hauling  the  grist 
on  a sled  drawn  by  oxen,  the  journey  oc- 
cupying five  days  and  nights,  and  marked 
trees  being  their  only  guide,  as  there  were 
no  roads. 

After  locating  in  LaGrange  township 
the  family  was  increased  by  the  following 
members:  E.  II.  and  E.  G.  (twins),  who 
were  the  first  white  male  children  born  in 
the  township ; Samuel,  a farmer  of  La- 
Grange  township;  a daughter  that  died  in 
infancy;  Edson,  now  a farmer  of  LaGrange 
township;  and  a son,  who  was  adopted  in 
infancy,  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  by  the 
Dreher  family  of  Grafton  township,  who 
moved  to  LTtah  and  joined  the  Mormons, 
which  was  the  last  heard  of  them  and  the 
child.  Mrs.  Hastings  was  interred  in  East 
cemetery,  LaGrange  township,  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mr.  blastings  married  Asenath 
Amie,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Frank,  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war  (he  died  in  La- 
Grange township).  After  coming  west 
Mr.  Hastings  engaged  in  agriculture,  and 
also  continued  to  follow  the  carpenter  trade, 
erecting  many  of  the  first  gristmills  in  his 
section.  He  also  conducted  the  sawmill  at 
Rawsonville  for  some  time,  and  he  was  the 
builder  of  the  Jonathan  Rawson  mill  that 
stood  ac  Grafton  Station.  He  began  to 
prosper,  accumulated  property,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  in  very  comfortable 


circumstances.  His  second  wife  preceded 
him  to  the  grave.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

Wesley  Hastings  was  but  a child  of  four 
years  when  he  came  to  Ohio,  at  which  time, 
and  for  several  years  following,  there  were 
no  schools  of  any  kind  in  his  district.  The 
first  one  opened  was  of  the  subscription 
variety,  but  he  was  unable  to  attend  even 
this  regularly,  as  his  services  were  needed 
at  home.  lie  was  reared  to  agricultural 
life  on  the  pioneer  farm,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a carpenter  under  his  father.  On 
April  2,  1S42,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  (Miss  Elmira  Loomis,  a native  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Justin 
and  Sally  (Sillick)  Loomis,  who  came  to 
LaGrange  township  in  an  early  day,  locat- 
ing on  Vermont  street.  To  this  union 
were  born  children  as  follows:  Charles,  a 
carpenter,  in  the  employ  of  the  D.  L.  W ads- 
worth  Lumber  Co.,  of  Wellington,  Ohio; 
and  Irwin,  who  died  young.  After  his 
j marriage  our  subject  located  on  Vermont 
I street,  LaGrange  township,  where  he  re- 
j mained  for  a year,  and  then  removed  to  a 
; farm  directly  opposite  this  place  and  sepa- 
rated from  it  by  the  Black  river.  Here 
he  lived  four  years,  with  Dorias  Holcomb, 
a brother-in-law,  in  a house  which  they 
j erected,  thence  moving  to  his  present  farm 
in  Penfield  township,  where  he  has  now 
j had  his  home  for  over  fifty  years.  The 
section  was  then  a vast  wilderness,  and 
| here  Mr.  Hastings  purchased  fifty  acres  at 
j six  dollars  per  acre,  to  which  he  has  since 
added,  and  all  of  which  has  been  cleared 
and  improved  by  his  own  labor.  In  con- 
nection with  farming  he  continued  to  fol- 
j low  his  trade  until  1S75,  and  he  has  erected 
more  buildings  in  his  section  than  any 
other  man  living;  he  has  also  worked  in 
other  parts  of  the  county.  For  a number 
of  years  he  has  given  his  principal  atten- 
tion to  farming,  and,  though  he  has  passed 
his  threescore  and  ten  years,  he  is  yet 
capable  of  doing  a good  day’s  work.  In 
political  matters  Mr.  Hastings  has  always 
sympathized  with  the  Democratic  party, 
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although  lie  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln; 
in  former  years  he  took  considerable  inter- 
est in  party  affairs,  and  served  in  various 
local  offices.  He  is  a highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  the  community,  and  now,  after  many 
years  of  toil  and  hardship,  enjoys  a com- 
fortable competence. 


ig5-1  A.  TURNEY,  a thoroughly  repre- 
sentative  farmer  and  influential  eiti- 
. zen  of  Amherst  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  in  Lake  county, 
March  23, 1815. 

The  father  of  subject  was  born  in  Fair- 
field,  Conn.,  October  15,  1759,  and  was 
married  to  Polly  Downes,  who  was  born  in 
Reading,  same  State,  December  2,  1768. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
his  first  enlistment  being  in  1777,  and  his 
first  battle  at  Danbury,  his  second  at  Black 
Rock,  both  in  Connecticut;  later  he  served 
in  the  bao-o-age  train  of  the  army  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  From  the  year  1832  to 
thecloseof  his  life  he  was  in  receipt  of  a pen- 
sion from  the  Government  of  eight  dollars 
per  month.  "While  a resident  of  Connecticut 
he  was  for  a time  a sailor  on  merchant  ships, 
trading  with  the  West  Indies.  In  1809  he 
came  to  Ohio,  and  bought  100  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Madison  township,  Lake  county, 
which  he  improved;  later  he  purchased  160 
acres  in  Perry  township,  Lake  county,  and 
finally  another  seventy  acres  in  Madison 
township,  aggregating  330  acres,  of  which 
he  gave  to  each  of  three  sons  100  acres. 
In  politics  he  was  an  Old-line  Whig,  his 
first  vote  being  cast  for  George  Washing- 
ton, in  Connecticut;  after  coming  to  Madi- 
son, he  served  as  trustee  of  that  township. 
He  died  April  5,  1833,  aged  seventy- three 
years,  five  months  and  twenty  days;  his 
wife  on  October  9,  1835,  aged  sixty-six 
years,  ten  months  and  twenty-three  days; 
they  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
To  this  honored  pioneer  couple  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Daniel  Turney,  a \ 

farmer,  born  May  11,  1788,  died  March  9,  j 


1841,  in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  whither  he  had 
come  on  foot  from  Connecticut;  Phebe 
Turney,  born  March  9,  1791,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Erial  Cook,  and  died  in  Lake  county, 
March  4,  1852;  David  Turney,  born  De- 
cember 25, 1794, died  in  Lake  county,  March 
5,  1826,  aged  thirty-one  years,  two  months 
ten  days;  George  Washington  Turney,  born 
March  13,  1797,  died  in  Lake  county, 
February  19,  1830;  Charlany  Turney,  born 
August  20,  1799,  married  James  Gage,  and 
died  in  Lake  county,  in  June,  1829;  Asa 
Squire  Turney,  born  March  20,  1804,  died 
in  Lake  county,  February  16, 1886  ;he  was 
a minister  of  the  Disciple  Church) ; Marvin 
Turney,  born  in  Connecticut,  August  11, 
1807,  who  resided  on  a farm  in  Dearborn 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Mich.,  where  he  set- 
tled in  1834,  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  28,  1893,  when  he  was  aged  eightv- 
six  years;  and  Eli  A.,  subject  of  sketch. 

Eli  A.  Turney  received  his  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
which  were  first  held  in  a blockhouse,  after- 
ward in  a log  house,  and  lie  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed  for 
some  time.  He  then  engaged  in  ship- 
building at  Black  River,  Sandusky,  Yer- 
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million,  Huron  and  Milan,  lake  port  towns 
of  Lorain  and  Erie  counties,  Ohio.  Subse- 
quently he  entered  the  Freewill  Baptist 
ministry,  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1850, 
and  ordained  in  June,  1856.  ever  since 
which  he  has  been  a minister  in  that  church 
as  a member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  As- 
sociation. In  1833  Air.  Turney  moved  to 
Lorain  county,  and  to  Amherst  township, 
where  he  bought  118  acres  of  wild  land, 
which  he  improved,  erecting  thereon  the 
first  Log  house  he  ever  saw  built,  and,  con- 
trary to  the  prevailing  custom  of  those  days, 
no  whiskey  was  used  during  the  work.  Prior 
to  coming  to  Lorain  county  he  resided  for 
a time  in  Geauga  county,  same  State. 

On  May  12,  1833,  our  subject  married, 
in  Ridoeville,  Ohio,  Minerva  Seelev.  a na- 
tive  of  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  born  Septem- 
! ber  15,  1815.  The  result  of  this'  union 
j was  seven  children,  of  whom  the  following 
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is  a brief  record:  Albert  Turney,  who  was 
educated  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Bowling  Green,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio; 
lie  married  Hannah  Harris,  of  Oberlin,  and 
has  two  daughters:  Sophia  and  Cory.  Cyrena 
It.  Turney  became  the  wife  of  Perry  Belden, 
of  Amherst,  and  died  in  1S60.  La  Fayette 
Turney,  born  April  0,  1838,  was  educated 
at  Amherst,  and  lives  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Ohio,  where  he  is  a salesman;  he  has  three 
children,  one  of  whom,  E.E.  Turney,  is  study- 
ing for  the  ministry.  David  M.  Turney, 
born  March  20,  1848,  a railroad  man,  lives 
in  Kansas.  Mary,  born  J uly  10,  1853,  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Bissell,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio.  Henry  Turney  died  in  Lorain  county 
October  21,  1858.  Charles  Wesley  Turney, 
born  October  1,  1841,  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  months.  The  mother  of  these 
died  May  29,  1868,  and  September  11, 
1869,  Mr.  Turney  married  Mrs.  Arvilla 
(Crocker)  Branch,  who  was  born  in  North 
Amherst,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Roswell  and 
Perlina (Barnes)  Crocker,  the  father  a native 
o'f  New  York,  the  mother  of  Becket,  Mass. 
They  came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1817, 
locating  near  Amherst,  but  in  1834  moved 
to  Madison,  Lake  county,  where  Mr.  Crocker 
died  in  1868,  his  widow  in  1880,  at  the  acre 
of  eighty  years.  They  reared  a family  of 
eight  children,  as  follows:  Eliza,  widow  of 
O.  Barney,  of  North  Amherst;  Alonzo  and 
Lorenzo  (twins),  born  in  1819,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight;  Ar- 
villa, wife  of  subject;  Fannie,  whose  hus- 
band, Dr.  Martin  Luce,  died  of  cholera  on 
Sand  Bar  in  the  Ohio  river;  John  ML,  a 
resident  of  Lake  county,  Ohio;  Ilulda, 
wife  of  D.  L).  Fox,  of  Doylestown,  MTis. ; 
and  Erastus  ML,  a resident  of  Hawaii,  Sand- 
wich Islands.  Mrs.  Turney  is  the  oldest 
living  lady  born  in  Amherst  township.  In 
1840  she  was  married  to  S.  G.  Branch,  of 
Madison,  Lake  Co.,  Ohio,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  viz.:  E.  P.,  mar- 
ried and  residing  in  Florida  (he  served  in 
the  Civil  war);  ML  S.,  in  Dakota;  and 
Fannie.,  wife  of  C.  M.  Parsons,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  Mr.  Branch  died  in  1863. 


In  politics  Mr.  Turney  is  a Republican- 
Prohibitionist,  and  cast  his  vote  for  ML  FI. 
Harrison  in  1840;  he  has  been  a member 
j of  the  school  board  for  years.  He  is  a mem- 
; ber  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  Mrs 
Turney  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


IIILIP  SIPPEL,  well-known  in  Lo- 
rain county  and  elsewhere  as  a prom- 
inent contractor  and  builder,  is  a 
native  of  Hessia,  Germany,  born 
July  20,  1831.  He  is  a son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Schaffer)  Sippel,  who 
both  died  in  Germany,  the  father  in  1836, 
the  mother  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years;  they  were  members  of  the 
German  Presbyterian  Church. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  in  1853 
came  to  the  United  States',  landing  in  New 
j York  with  but  three  dollars  left,  which  he 
afterward  gave  to  a less  fortunate  com- 
rade, who  was  unable  to  secure  work.  Our 
subject,  finding  employment  in  New  York, 
saved  his  earnings,  and  when  he  had  laid 
j by  enough  to  carry  him  westward,  set  out 
for  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and,  in  about 
; three  months  after  first  setting  foot  on 
I American  soil,  he  found  himself  settled  in 
the  then  village  of  North  Amherst,  which 
lias  since  been  his  home.  In  the  Father- 
land  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  for  some  time  followed  it 
in  this  country.  Having  bought  a farm, 
he  laid  aside  his  trade  for  a time,  and  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  but  selling  the 
property  he  resumed  carpentry,  at  which 
j lie  made  a success.  Mr.  Sippel  is  now 
recognized  as  the  leading  contractor  and 
builder  of  North  Amherst,  having  the  full 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  has  been 
| the  architect  and  builder  of  the  M.  E.  and 
: Presbyterian  churches,  besides  various 
j business  blocks. 

in  1856  Mr.  Sippel  was  united  in  mar- 
j riage  with  Miss  Catherine  Iveller.  Pol  it- 
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ically  lie  is  a Democrat,  and  for  nine  years 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  education, 
was  township  trustee  one  term,  and  served 
his  town  as  treasurer  six  years.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  lv.  of  P.  and  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  in  which  latter  he  has  passed  all  the 
Chairs. 


E1  BIGLOW,  proprietor  of  the  West 
Aiew  Tile  and  Brick  Works,  is  a 

I native  of  Lorain  county,  born  in 

Columbia  township  in  1845,  a son 
of  Daniel  and  Martha  L.  (Stranahan)  Big- 
low, also  of  Columbia  township,  where 
both  are  yet  living. 

Ephraim  Biglow,  grandfather  of  sub-  ! 
ject,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  whence  j 
when  a boy  he  moved  to  Maine,  from  there  j 
to  New  York,  and  from  there  migrated  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in  Colum- 
bia township,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of 
his  days. 

E.  Biglow,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
lived  on  a farm  up  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  when  he  embarked  in  mercantile 
business  in  AVest  View,  Cuyahoga  county, 
continuing  in  same  till  the  spring  of  1893. 
In  1880  he  became  the  proprietor  of  the 
AVest  View  Tile  and  Brick  Works,  which 
were  built  in  1880  for  the  manufacture  of 
all  kinds  of  brick  and  tile;  they  do  the 
most  extensive  business  and  have  the 
largest  plant  of  any  concern  of  the  kind  in 
the  county.  The  capacity  of  the  works  is 
400,000  brick  each  season,  with  a corre- 
sponding capacity  for  tile,  and  they  gener- 
ally have  on  hand  a large  supply  of  both 
products.  The  storage  room  is  three  stories 
high,  40x64,  with  a wing,  two  stories, 
24x80;  engine-room  20x24;  drying  shed 
18  x 64,  heated  by  steam  pipes  throughout; 
clay  house,  a brick  building,  26x30,  lo- 
cated on  the  Big  Four"  Railroad,  with 
side  track  running  to  the  works.  There  is 
also  an  iron  track  for  carrying  clay. 


In  1874  Air.  Biglow  was  married  in 
Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  to 
Aliss  C.  II.  Osborn,  daughter  of  Asahel 
Banner  and  Sophronia  (Scales)  Osborn,  all 
natives  of  that  township;  both  parents  are 
deceased.  To  this  union  there  is  one 
child,  Ernest  O.,  at  present  attending 
Berea  College.  In  politics  Air.  Biglow  is 
a Republican,  and  for  eighteen  years  he 
served  as  postmaster  at  West  View,  lie 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  AI.  E. 
Church  of  that  town,  and  they  are  held  in 
the  highest  respect  by  all  who  know  them. 


, ANIEL  BIGLOW,  a prominent,  na- 
I tive-born  agriculturist  of  Columbia 

j ^5 

' township,  first  saw  the  light  in  the 
year  1820. 

His  parents,  Ephraim  and  Haney  (Frink) 
Biglow,  were  natives  of  Alassachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  New  York  State,  whence,  in  1816, 
they  migrated  westward  to  Ohio,  coming 
with  a team.  They  located  in  the  woods 
of  Columbia  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  in  1838,  the  mother 
in  1861.  He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  AVhig  party,  voting 
for  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  politics  of  his  day.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Biglow  had  a family  of  eight 
children,  but  two  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz.:  Daniel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  Amasa.  married,  who  resides  in  Olm- 
sted Falls,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio. 

Daniel  Biglow  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  township,  and  during  his 
I early  youth  aided  in  clearing  the  home 
; farm.  He  has  made  agriculture  his  life 
i vocation.  In  1852  lie  settled  on  his  pres- 
I ent  farm,  then  consisting  of  seventy-eight 
j acres,  which  he  has  since  improved  and 
i from  time  to  time  added  to  until  lie  now 
j has  137  acres,  110  of  which  are  cleared 
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and  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  In  1844 
Mr.  Biglow  was  married,  in  Columbia 
township,  to  Miss  M.  L.  Stranahan,  daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  C.  and  Mary  (Mason)  Strana- 
han, natives  of  Connecticut,  where  the 
mother  died;  in  an  early  day  t lie  father 
came  to  Columbia  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  passed  away  in  1859.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Ephraim, 
residing  in  West  View,  who  is  married 
and  has  one  child,  Ernest;  and  G.  J.,  re- 
siding at  home.  In  political  matters  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  has  served 
as  trustee  of  Columbia  township.  lie  is 
one  of  the  three  oldest  residents  of  same. 
Mrs.  Biglow  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


^r^  ETER  EORTHOFER,  a prominent 
^ ' ' farmer  citizen  of  Avon  township,  and 
trustee  of  same,  is  a native  of  Bava- 
ria, Germany,  born  July  14,  1841. 

He  is  a son  of  John  and  Joanna 
(Schwartz)  Eorthofer,  of  the  same  locality, 
who  in  1853  immigrated  with  their  family 
to  the  United  States,  coming  to  Ohio  and 
locating  in  Dover  township,  Cuyahoga 
county,  for  live  years,  and  thence  moving 
to  Avon  township,  Lorain  county.  Here 
the  father,  who  was  a lifelong  farmer,  died 
in  1880,  the  mother  in  1885.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Joseph,  who  died  in  Avon  township  in 
1891;  John,  married,  residiim  in  Avon 
township;  Mary  Susan,  wife  of  George 
Nagel  (both  deceased  in  1893).  and  Peter. 

The  subject  of  this  commemorative  ar- 
ticle was  twelve  years  old  when  he  came 
from  Bavaria  to  America,  so  that  he  was 
partly  educated  in  his  native  land  and 
partly  in  this  country.  On  coming  to 
Avon  township  he  engaged  in  farm  labor, 
and  was  so  employed  until  1898,  when  he 
settled  in  same  township  on  his  present 


farm,  which  then  consisted  of  fifty-four 
acres  of  partly-improved  land,  which  he 
has  since  improved  and  added  to  until  now 
it  is  a line  property  of  193  acres,  all  under 
excellent  cultivation.  In  1865  Mr.  Eortho- 
fer was  married,  in  Sheffield  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  to  Miss  Margaret  Friedman, 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Miller) 
Friedman,  all  natives  of  Bavaria,  who  im- 
migrated to  America,  first  locating  in 
Ravenna,  Ohio,  and  thence  in  1852  moving 
to  Sheffield  township.  In  1865  they 
finally  settled  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Friedman  died  in  1869,  Mrs. 
Friedman  in  April,  1885.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  were  born  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Bohland,  of  Dover, 
Ohio;  George;  Joseph,  married,  residing 
in  Avon  township;  John;  Anna,  wife  of 
George  Conrod,  of  Avon  township;  Peter; 
Andrew;  Maggie;  Anton,  and  Jacob.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
at  Avon,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Eorthofer  is  a 
sound  Democrat. 


H.  VAN  WAG  A EX,  who  for  the 
past  fifty-five  years  has  been  a lead- 
ing  agriculturist  of  Lorain  county, 
^1  is  a native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  born  May  5,  1817,  a son  of 
Garrett  C.  and  Mary  (Welton)  Van- 
Wagnen,  natives  of  New  Jersey. 

They  were  married  in  New  York  State, 
whence  in  1832  they  moved  to  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  carried  on  farm- 
ing, and  reared  a family  of  fifteen  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely: 
Sally  Ann,  wife  of  Samuel  Voorhees,  of 
Elmira,  X.  Y. ; Mary,  widow  of  Ambrose 
Johnson,  of  Sullivan.  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio; 
G.  IT. , our  subject;  Alonzo,  married,  and 
residing  in  Missouri;  E valine,  widow  of 
Madison  Johelyn,  late  of  Brown  helm 
township,  Lorain  county;  Agnes,  wife  of 
Edward  Frost,  of  Mantua,  Portage  Co., 
Ohio;  Charles,  • married,  residence  Chi- 


■ 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


1113 


cago,  111.;  and  Sabrina,  wife  of  Albert 
Hastings,  of  Kent,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio. 
The  father  of  this  family  passed  from 
earth  in  1S51,  the  mother  surviving  him 
till  1876. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on 
a farm  in  X ew  York  State,  and  received 
his  education  at  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  place  of  birth.  In  1832 
he  came  west  to  Ohio,  making  his  home 
for  a time  in  Portage  county,  and  in  the 
following  year  proceeded  to  Cleveland, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
at  which  he  worked  thirty  years.  In  1838  i 
he  came  to  Lorain  county,  plying  his  trade  j 
in  Grafton  and  Eaton  townships  till  1848, 
in  which  year  he  bought  ninety-six  acres 
totally  unimproved  land  in  the  wild  woods 
of  the  last  named  township.  This  he  set 
to  work  to  reduce  to  a state  of  cultivation, 
subsequently  adding  to  it  thirty-eight 
acres,  now  presenting  in  the  aggregate 
as  tine  a farm  as  can  be  found  in  the  | 
county.  Here  he  carries  on  general  agri-  : 
culture,  including  the  rearing  of  Holstein 
cattle. 

In  1840  Mr.  Yan  Wagnen  was  married 
in  Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  to 
Miss  Lucinda  Cornning,  a native  of  New 
York,  daughter  of  Xathan  and  Clarissa 
(Smith)  Cornning,  both  of  Connecticut, 
whence  in  1832  they  came  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  settling  in  Grafton  town- 
ship, and  here  the  father  followed  his 
trade,  that  of  mechanic,  up  to  the  day  of 
his  death;  he  passed  away  about  the  year 
1854,  his  wife  surviving  him  some  years, 
and  dying  in  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Wagnen  were  born  seven  children,  as 
follows:  (1)  Welton,  married,  and  residing 
in  Michigan.  (2)  Clarissa,  wife  of  C.  G. 
Reynolds,  of  Tuscola  county,  Mich.;  have 
four  children : Ida  Ettie,  wife  of  Georo-e 
Clark,  of  Brighton,  Lorain  county  (have 
two  children:  Tracey  and  an  infant,  un- 
named), Ilattie,  Clark  and  Delos.  (3) 
Irving,  married  and  residing  in  Tuscola 
county,  Mich.;  have  children  as  follows: 
Martin,  Henry  (married,  and  living  in 


Michigan),  Katie,  Lo,  Olive  and  Frederick. 
(4)  Hattie,  the  wife  of  Thomas  King,  of 
Eaton  township;  their  children  are  Eva, 
Grace,  Myrtle,  Clara,  Minnie,  Richard 
and  Nellie.  (5)  Henry,  a resident  of 
Eaton  township,  a sketch  of  whom  follows 
this.  (6)  Frank,  married  to  Susan  Cham- 
bers, and  has  three  children,  Lura,  Cora 
and  Gertrude.  (7)  Charles,  twice  mar- 
ried, first  time  to  Elmira  Bingham,  and 
by  her  had  one  child,  Ida;  second  wife 
Martha  Bingham;  he  is  a painter  by 
trade,  and  they  reside  in  Lorain.  In  poli- 
tics our  subject  is  an  ardent  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  H.  Har- 
rison; he  served  his  township  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  as  trustee  several  terms. 


EXRY  VAX  WAGXEX,  a prom- 
inent farmer  of  Eaton  township, 
was  born  February  5,  4848,  in  La- 
Porte,  Lorain  county,  son  of  G.  H. 
and  Lucinda  (Cornning)  Van- 
Wagnen,  early  pioneers  of  Lorain  county. 

Henry  Yan  Wagnen  was  reared  in 
Eaton  township,  where  he  received  his 
education,  and  he  has  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1884  he  pur- 
chased a tract  of  sixty  acres,  which  had 
been  improved  by  John  Allen,  and  here 
engaged  in  general  farming.  He  was 
first  married,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Clara  Ben- 
nington, a native  of  Eaton  township, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Robson) 
Bennington,  early  pioneers  of  Eaton  town- 
ship, where  they  died.  To  this  union  were 
born  six  children:  Ada,  George,  Jennie 
(who  married  Edward  Johnson,  and  has 
one  child,  Clara),  Minnie,  James  and 
Alonzo.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  Michigan  in  1881,  and  on  July  3. 
1884,  Mr.  Yan  Wagnen  married,  in  Hen- 
rietta township,  Miss  Florence  Kelly,  a 
native  of  Henrietta  township,  Lorain 
county,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Jane 
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(Peabody)  Kelly,  who  reside  in  that  town- 
ship. To  this  union  has  been  born  one 
child,  Dolly.  In  1876  Mr.  Van  Wagnen 
went  to  Michigan,  and  engaged  in  farming 
in  uuscola  county,  where  he  remained  I 
ontil  1881;  he  was  burned  out  in  1880. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming 

tp  O O 

and  stock  raising,  and  makes  a specialty 
of  Cotswold  sheep.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Republican  party. 


'RUM AX  MOORE,  for  about  thirty 
years  a mariner  on  the  Great  Lakes, 
fifteen  as  captain,  is  a native  of  Lo- 
rain  county,  born  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship December  1,  1844. 

Theron  Moore,  grandfather  of  subject, 
came  to  Lorain  county  in  about  1816,  lo- 
cating in  what  is  now  Avon  township, 
whence  he  afterward  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  died.  His  son,  Theron,  was 


born  in  Plattsburgh,  X.  Y.,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Lorain  county,  where  he 
was  reared  and  educated.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Avon  township  to  Miss  Delia  Ann 
Case,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  after  marriage 
they  made  their  home  at  a place  called 
Lake  Breeze,  in  Sheffield  township.  He 
was  by  occupation  a sailor  and  ship  builder 
in  his  younger  days,  but  later  in  life  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  on  a farm  in 
the  la^t  mentioned  township.  He  died 
Xovember  28,  1877,  on  board  a vessel  at 
Detroit.  He  was  a Republican  and  a 
Methodist;  his  wife  survived  him  till 
1SS0,  being  called  to  her  long  home  while 
living  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  Eleven 


children — four  sons  and  seven  daughters — 


were  born  to  them,  of  whom  the  following 
is  a brief  record:  Menzies  died  in  Kansas 
Xovember  6,  1881  (he  was  a sailor); 
Leonard  is  married  and  resides  in  Lorain; 
Elmina  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Gawn,  of 
Lorain;  Amelia  is  the  widow  of  John  Far- 
aglier,  of  Sheffield  township;  Melvina  died 


I 
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in  childhood;  Truman  is  the  subject  ot 
this  sketch;  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  Bert 
Brigcs,  of  Xew  York;  Maria  is  the  wife  of 
Mail*  Poynton,of  Yellow  Medicine  county, 
Minn.;  Bert  died  in  childhood;  Rowena  is 
the  wife  of  Theron  Merry,  of  Kansas; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Jewett,  of 
Cleveland. 

The  subject  of  these  liues  received  a lib- 
eral education  at  the  public  schools  of  his 
township,  and  early  in  life  commenced 
sailing  on  the  lakes,  serving  in  different 
capacities  on  board  ship  till  his  appoint- 
ment as  captain  some  fifteen  years  ago.  He 
is  captain  of  the  “Robert  Rhodes,”  pro- 
peller, and  has  a controlling  interest  in  the 
“Alice  B.  Xorris  ” and  the  “ Kate  Wins- 
low.” In  1881  the  Captain  moved  to  Lo- 
rain and  bought  a residence  lot,  whereon 
he  built  a two-story  house,  in  addition  to 
which  he  owns  three  other  houses,  which 
he  rents. 

In  1863  Capt.  Moore  was  married  to 
Miss  Esther  Carron,  a native  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  by  which  union  three  children  were 
born,  viz.:  Edward,  married,  and  having 
his  home  in  Green  Bay,  Wis.  (he  is  cap- 
tain of  the  schooner  “ Kate  Winslow,” 
plying  between  Buffalo  and  Green  Bay); 
Rowena,  wife  of  Mark  Jones,  of  Lorain; 
and  Ettie.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
Sheffield  township  in  1880,  and  in  1881 
our  subject  was  married  to  Mrs.  Rosa 
Rice,  a native  of  Medina  county,  Ohio.  In 
his  political  sympathies  Capt.  Moore  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  served  on  the  town 
council.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  Tent  Xo.  1, 
K.  0.  T.  M.  He  and  his  wife  are  associated 
with  the  M.  E.  Church. 


Q LOVER  MILLER,  a native-born 
, prosperous  agriculturist  and  grape- 
I grower  of  Avon  township,  was  born 
. 1 on  his  present  farm  in  1838.  His 
parents,  P.  J.  and  Ruth  ( Ilouseworth) 
Miller,  natives  of  Xew  York,  came  in  1817 
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ter  Ohio  and  to  Lorain  county,  settling  in 
Avon  township  on  the  farm  above  referred 
to,  where  they  died,  the  father  in  1851, 
the  mother  in  1893. 

Glover  Miller,  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
written,  received  his  education  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  place 
of  birth,  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  has 
followed  general  agriculture  with  rather 
more  than  average  success,  lie  is  owner 
of  the  old  homestead  settled  by  his  parents, 
comprising  some  sixty  acres  of  highly  fer- 
tile land,  on  the  lake  shore,  four  of  which 
are  devoted  to  grape  culture.  In  1879  he 
was  married,  in  Avon  township,  to  Miss 
Hannah  Titus,  who  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship, daughter  of  Henry  and  Orrie 
(Gaboon)  Titus,  a sketch  of  whom  follows. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
Ruth,  Orrie  and  Minnie.  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views. 


came  with  his  parents  to  Avon  township, 
where  he  assisted  in  clearing  the  home 
farm.  In  1840  he  was  married  in  Avon 
township  to  Miss  Orrie  Calioon,  also  a na- 
tive of  Hew  York  State,  daughter  of  Y V i 1 
bur  and  Priscilla  (Sweet)  Gaboon,  of  the 
same  State,  who  in  1809  came  to  Ohio 
and  to  Avon  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  they  cleared  a farm  and  passed  the 
rest  of  their  busy  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Titus  were  born  three  children,  namely: 
John,  residing  on  the  farm,  who  is  mar- 
ried, and  has  four  children : Arthur,  Clar- 
ence, Marietta  and  Edith;  Ora,  married, 
who  resides  in  Wisconsin;  and  Hannah, 
wife  of  Glover  Miller,  a sketch  of  whom 
appears  above.  Our  subject  is  the  owner 
of  as  line  a farm  as  can  be  found  in  the 
township,  comprising  140  acres  of  highly 
productive  land,  twenty-eight  of  which  are 
devoted  to  the  growing  of  grapes,  eighteen 
at  the  present  writing  being  covered  with 
fruit- bearing  vines. 


r 


EH  RY  TITUS,  a truly  progressive 
and  well-to-do  farmer  and  fruit- 
grower of  Avon  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  Essex  county,  X.  Y.,  born 
in  1811,  a son  of  Anson  and  Hannah 
(Moore)  Titus,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married 
in  New  York  State,  and  in  1829,  with  their 


family,  came  to  Ohio  and  to  Lorain  county, 
making  a settlement  in  the  woods  of  Avon 
township,  where  they  cleared  a farm',  erect- 
ing a sturdy  and  comfortable  log  house. 
Here  the  father  died  in  1865,  the  mother 
some  time  later.  Five  children  were  born 
to  this  honored  pioneer  couple,  as  follows: 
Treat,  residing  in  Avon  township;  Henry, 
our  subject;  Mary,  widow  of  Leonard 
Gaboon,  of  Avon  township;  Sarah,  widow 
of  William  Curtis,  of  Port  Clinton,  Ohio; 
and  Joseph,  married,  who  is  a resident  of 
Iowa. 

Henry  Titus,  the  subject  of  these  lines, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Essex  county, 
N.  Y.,  until  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he 
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!rf  UCIUS  R.  MARSH.  Among  the 

: ||  many  useful  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens  of  Lorain  county  is  promi- 
nently mentioned  this  gentleman. 
He  is  a well-known  fruit  farmer  in  Brown- 
helm  township,  the  owner  of  thirty- five 
acres  of  fruit-growing  land,  whereon  are  a 
vineyard,  peach,  apple  and  cherry  orchards, 
300  plum  trees  (the  finest  orchard  of  the 
kind  in  the  county),  and  all  kinds  of  small 
fruit  shrubs. 

Mr.  Marsh  is  a native  of  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  born  in  1848,  a son  of  O.  II.  P.  and 
Minerva  M.  (Rockwell)  Marsh,  whose  ante- 
cedents are  traced  to  Boston,  Mass.  They 
came  west  to  Ohio,  first  locating  in  Paines- 
ville,  afterward  in  Erie  county,  where  he 
carried  on  farming,  and  also  conducted  a 
general  store  in  Milan,  in  the  palmy  days 
of  that  town.  He  died  there  in  1860.  and 
his  widow  subsequently  married  C.  D. 
Perry.  To  O.  11.  P.  and  Minerva  M. 
Marsh  were  born  two  children:  Mary  M., 
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wife  of  A.  D.  Wilder,  of  Chautauqua,  X.  Y., 
and  Lucius  II.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Lucius  R.  Marsh  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated iu  Erie  county,  and  passed  six  years 
of  his  earlier  life  there,  working  at  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  In  1864  he  came  to  Lorain 
county,  and  in  1876  bought  Ids  present 
farm.  In  1870  he  married,  in  Erie  county, 
Miss  Georgiana  Ennis,  a native  of  that 
county,  and  daughter  of  Alexander  Ennis, 
a pioneer  of  same.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children:  Willie,  Lulu  and 
Lottie  Eelle.  In  his  political  sympathies 
Mr.  Marsh  is  a Republican. 


W' ILL  I AM  EDGERTON,  a leading 
- and  prosperous  agriculturist  of 
Columbia  township,  is  a native  of 
same,  born  in  April,  1832,  son  of 
Austin  Edgerton. 

The  father  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
near  New  Haven,  and  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Bradway,  a native  of  Massa- 
chusetts. In  1831  they  came  westward  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  via  canal,  etc.,  to  Buffalo, 
thence  by  lake,  and  from  there  proceeding 
by  wagon  to  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  opened  up  a farm  in  the 
dense  forest.  For  some  thirty  years  lie  re- 
sided here,  and  then  removed  to  Blooming- 
dale,  Van  Buren  Co.,  Mich.,  where  he  and 
Ids  wife  passed  the  rest  of  their  days,  he 
dying  in  1874,  a lifelong  Democrat,  she  in 
1891.  They  reared  four  children,  namely : 
William,  our  subject;  Albert,  a carpenter 
and  joiner  and  farmer,  of  Michigan;  Eliza, 
wife  of  A.  J.  Broad  well,  of  Berea.  Ohio, 
and  Mary,  wife  of  Andrew  Coy,  of  Van- 
33  ure  n county,  Michigan. 

William  Edgerton,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  was  educated  at  the 
public  schools  of  Columbia  township,  and 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  bought 
his  present  place  in  1855,  and  has  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits.  His  first 
purchase  was  fifty  acres  of  wild  land,  which 
he  improved  and  added  to  until  he  now 


owns  eighty-five  acres,  all  in  a good  state 
of  cultivation.  In  February,  1S55,  in 
Columbia  township,  Mr.  Edgerton  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Worden,  who  was 
born  in  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Virgil  II.  and  Caroline  (God- 
dard) Worden,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
in  early  times  came  westward  to  Ohio,  locat- 
ing in  Liverpool,  Medina  county,  thence  re- 
moving to  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county.  Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Worden  died  in 
1845,  her  husband  in  1875.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edgerton  has  been  born  one  child, 
Carrie,  wife  of  Thomas  Healey,  of  Eaton 
township,  Lorain  county,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child,  Melvin.  Politically  our  subject 
is  a Republican,  and  has  been  a delegate 
to  the  party  conventions,  notably  the  one 
held  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  1893.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Berea 
Lodge  Xo.  332,  and  of  Berea  Chapter 
X o.l  34. 


LI  ABM  AX  MORGAX  COOK,  a 
well-known  retired  agriculturist  of 
Henrietta  township,  was  born  May 
13,  1818,  in  Hamilton,  Madison  Co., 
N.  Y.,  a son  of  Jesse  and  Xancy  (Morgan) 
Cook,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of 
Jefferson,  X.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  He  was  a farmer  and 
shoemaker  by  occupation,  and  in  politics  a 
Whig.  They  had  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Orrin.  Xewell.  Jessie,  Xancy, 
William,  X orton,  Jndson,  Roxie  and  Chap- 
man M.,  the  last  named  being  the  only 
survivor.  Their  mother  passed  from  earth 
when  aged  seventy  years,  after  an  illness 
of  nine  years.  In  Church  connection  she 
was  a Baptist. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Oswego  county,  X.  Y., 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  came  to  Lorain 
county,  at  that  time  a complete  wilder- 
ness, with  no  roads  and  little  clearing  of 
any  kind.  . Ilis  first  purchase  of  land  was 
one  hundred  acres  in  what  is  now  Hen- 


' 


. 

1 - 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


1117 


rietta  township,  toward  which  he  paid 
forty  dollars,  all  the  money  he  brought 
with  him,  the  balance  being  paid  after- 
ward. On  this  place  he  built  a log  house, 
and  in  course  of  time  cleared  every  part  of 
it  with  his  own  hands.  By  and  by,  in 
1855,  he  erected  his  present  comfortable 
home,  surrounded  with  commodious  barns 
and  other  outhouses,  and  here  he  now 
lives  in  peaceful  retirement,  having  rented 
his  farm.  He  points  with  pride  to  a cer- 
tain tree  on  his  grounds  which  he  planted 
himself  in  1S53,  at  that  time  two  inches 
thick,  and  which  is  now  (1893)  two  and 
one-half  feet  in  diameter.  Lumber  on  his 
farm,  worth  five  dollars  per  1,000  feet 
fifty  years  ago,  now  readily  fetches  forty 
to  forty-five  dollars  per  1,000  feet. 

In  1842  Mr.  Cook  was  married,  in  Hew 
York  State,  to  Fidelia  Tinney,  daughter 
of  David  Tinney,  of  Oswego  county,  X.  Y., 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  as 
follows:  Theresa  and  Mary  (both  de- 
ceased), and  Hannah,  wife  of  Mortimer 
Brown,  a farmer,  living  in  Wakeman, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  In  politics  Mr.  Cook 
was  originally  a Whig,  and  later,  since  the 
organization  of  the  party,  a Republican, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Henrietta  and  Camden  Center,  Lorain 
county. 


CHARLES  AY.  HILL,  whose  fine 
farm  of  111  acres,  in  an  advanced 
state  of  improvement,  is  one  of  the 
most  productive  in  Eaton  township, 
is  a native  of  the  locality,  born  in  1851. 

Edward  Hill,  father  of  subject,  was  born 
in  England,  where  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Gulliford,  and  on  their  wedding  day  they 
set  sail  with  a fair  wind  for  the  shores  of 
the  New  World — the  loadstar  of  many 
thousands  of  England's  best  blood.  On 
arrival  at  the  port  of  debarkation,  they 
proceeded  at  once  westward  to  Ohio,  where 
they  made  a settlement  in  Eaton  township, 
Lorain  county,  opening  out  a farm  of 


; sixty  acres.  To  this  Edward  Hill  from 
time  to  time  added  until  he  was  owner  of 
300  acres  of  good  farming  land  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  September  10,  1889, 
and  where  his  widow  is  yet  living.  In  his 
political  preferences  he  was  a Republican. 
Their  children,  five  in  number,  are  all  resi- 
dents of  Lorain  county,  and  a brief  record 
of  them  is  as  follows:  Charles  AV.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  George  E.,  married, 

1 is  a farmer  of  Ridgeville  township;  Mary 
I J.  Is  the  wife  of  George  Osborne,  Columbia 
township;  Lucy  A.  is  the  wife  of  J.  Z.  Cole, 
of  Eaton  township;  and  Emma  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Dair,  also  of  Eaton  township. 

C.  AY.  Hill,  whose  name  introduces  this 
I sketch,  received  his  education  at.  thecom- 
t mon  schools  of  Eaton  township,  and  was 
i early  in  life  inducted  into  the  mysteries 
of  farming.  For  eighteen  months  he  fol- 
lowed  that  vocation  in  Piatt  county,  111., 

; and  since  his  return  to  Eaton  township 
has  been  most  successful  in  general  agri- 
culture.  In  1871  he  married  Miss  Mary 
M.  Hathaway,  a native  of  Eaton  township, 
and  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  YI. 

1 (Clark)  Hathaway,  of  whom  special  men- 
tion will  be  presently  made.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  five  children,  viz.: 
Edward  J.,  AAL  C.,  Ford,  Mildred  and 
Elmer.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Hill  are  members 
of  the  Disciple  Church  at  North  Eaton; 
in  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has 
served  as  township  trustee  and  supervisor. 

John  M.  Hathaway,  father  of  Airs.  C. 
AAL  Iliil,  was  born  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  in  September,  1822,  a sou  of  Elihu 
and  Annette  (Alalloryi  Hathaway,  natives 
of  Vermont  and  New  York  State,  respec- 
tively. They  were  married  in  the  last 
named  State,  and  then  moved  to  Aledina 
county,  Ohio,  thence  to  Richland  county, 
returning  in  1830  to  Medina  county,  and 
in  1838  locating  in  Columbia  township, 
Lorain  county,  on  a tract  of  wild  land. 
Selling  this,  however,  Air.  Hathaway  moved 
to  Crawford  county,  same  State,  and  he 
died  in  AVood  county,  March  12,  1S75,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  grave  in 
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Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  Octo- 
ber 31,  1865.  In  politics  be  was  an  un- 
compromising Democrat  of  the  Jackson 
type.  The  children  born  to  this  pioneer 
couple  were  as  follows:  Phebe,  widow  of 
Charles  Holbrook,  of  Eaton  township; 
John  M.,  of  whom  we  write;  Mary,  a 
widow,  who  died  in  'Wood  county ; Baldwin, 
married,  residing  in  Marion  county,  Ohio; 
Hiram,  married,  residing  in  Kent  county, 
Mich.;  James,  deceased  about  1888,  in 
Wood  county,  Ohio;  Hamner,  deceased  in 
Wood  county;  Lucy  Jane,  wife  of  Chauncy 
Ryal,  of  Ridgeville;  Charles,  married,  re- 
siding in  Ottawa,  Ohio;  William,  residing 
in  California;  Alvira,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  W. 
Hill,  of  Weston,  Wood  county.  Jesse 
Hathaway,  grandfather  of  John  M.,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  where  he  died.  Grand- 
father  John  Mallory  served  as  a captain  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  while  traveling  on 
horseback  with  some  important  documents 
in  his  possession,  from  Lake  George  to 
New  York  City,  he  was  lost,  and  not  a 
vestige  of  either  himself,  horse  or  papers 
was  ever  afterward  seen. 

John  M.  Hathaway  was  reared  in  Medina 
county,  and  educated  in  the  old-fashioned 
log  schoolhouse  of  the  period,  and  when 
sixteen  years  old  came  to  Lorain  county, 
where  for  a time  he  worked  by  the  month. 
He  then  commenced  sailing  on  the  lakes, 
a vocation  he  followed  seven  years,  as  mate 
one  season,  and  wheelman,  two.  On  aban- 
doning  this  somewhat  adventurous  life, 
he  came  to  his  present  farm  of  fifty  acres 
well- improved  land,  where  he  carries  on 
general  agriculture.  On  March  7,  1852, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Sarah 
M.  Clark,  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Nancy  (Smith) 
Clark,  natives,  respectively,  of  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.,  and  Vermont;  the  father, 
a carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  traveled  on  foot  from  New 
York  to  Grafton,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
thence  t®  Medina  county,  where  he  died  in 
1866,  his  wife  in  1859.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  M.  Hathaway  have  been  born  six 


children,  to  wit:  Mary  M.,  wife  of  Charles 
W.  Hill;  Flora  E„  wife  of  Frank  Lewis, 
of  Columbia  township,  Lorain  county  (has 
two  children:  Raymond  and  Ivy);  Perry  T., 
married,  residing  in  Columbia  township; 
Anna  N.,  in  Columbia  township;  E.  M., 
married,  residing  at  EaJon  Center  (has 
two  children:  Blanche  and  Vira);  ;fnd 
Fred  C.,  a successful  teacher  of  Lorain 
county,  residing  at  home.  In  1851  Mrs. 
Hathaway  taught  school  in  Columbia  and 
Eaton  townships,  in  an  old  log  cabin. 
“ boarding  around;”  also  taught  in  Strongs- 
vi lie,  Cuyahoga  county.  Her  great-grand- 
father, Nathan  Turner,  was  one  of  the  pil- 
grims who  landed  on  “ Plymouth  Rock.” 


Q ROVE  FIANCE,  a popular  and  pro- 

, gressive  farmer  of  Eaton  township, 

' 1 1 * 
j is  a native  of  same,  born  on  his 

,1  present  farm  in  1839,  a son  of 

Hiram  and  Rhoda  Ann  (Ames) 

Ilance,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 

New  York,  the  latter  in  Massachusetts.  Iu 

an  early  day  they  came  to  Ohio,  where  they 

married,  afterward  settling  on  the  farm  in 

Eaton  township.  Lorain  county,  where 

their  son  Grove  now  resides.  The  father 

died  January  2,  1888,  the  mother  July  2, 

1887. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  at  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  township,  and  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing, which  has  been  his  life  vocation.  He 
owns  part  of  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father,  as  well  as  other  land,  aggregating 
170  acres,  all  in  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  September,  1861,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Susan  Gregory,  a native  of 
Medina  county,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  J.  G.,  who 
resides  on  the  farm,  has  one  child,  Lois; 
Minnie,  wife  of  Burt  Carr,  of  Liverpool, 
Medina  county,  has  one  son.  Harlan;  Ger- 
tie, wife  of  Elmer  Tucker,  of  Elyria,  has 
one  son,  Grove;  Lilly,  wife  of  Charles 
Austin,  of  Elyria,  has  one  son,  Hugh. 
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Mrs.  Hance’s  father  went  to  California 
in  1849,  one  of  the  many  thousands  of 
gold  seekers  of  that  period.  Her  step- 
father, V.  II.  "Worden,  was  the  first  man 
to  cross  Ilance’s  swamp  witli  a team,  got 
“mired,”  but  managed  to  pull  through. 
In  polities  our  subject  is  a useful  and 
zealous  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  served  as  constable  of  Eaton 
township.  He  is  a member  of  Leonard 
Tent  No.  31,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
at  North  Eaton.  Mrs.  Hance  is  a member 
of  the  Disciple  Church  at  North  Eaton. 


(OB  ALEXANDER,  a progressive, 
i wide-awake  agriculturist  of  Eaton 
I township,  was  born  in  1841,  in 
Grafton  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 
He  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Frank- 
um)  Alexander,  natives  of  Gloucestershire, 
England,  who  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  locating  tirst  in  New’  York  State, 
■whence  in  1840  they  moved  to  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  thence  in 
1844  to  Eaton  township,  where  they  were 
well-known  agriculturists,  and  the  home 
farm  is  still  in  the  family.  The  father 
died  in  188G,  the  mother  in  1883.  at  the 
age  of  eighty  and  seventy-eight  years 
respectively.  They  had  a family  of  eight 
children. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  a 
liberal  education  at  the  schools  of  Eaton 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  have  been 
his  life  w'ork.  In  1S63  he  enlisted  in 
Company  II,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
O.  Y.  I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  army 
of  the  West,  Twenty- third  Army  Corps. 
He  was  in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  and 
the  capture  of  Atlanta,  after  which  event 
the  Twenty-third  and  Fourth  Corps  ‘‘took 
care  of  ” Hood’s  army.  When  the  latter 
had  been  defeated  and  broken  up,  our  sub- 
ject went  with  his  regiment  to  Washing- 


ton, D.  C.,  and  from  there  to  North  Caro- 
lina; finally  reunited  with  Sherman’s 
army  there.  Mr.  Alexander  first  started 
in  Kentucky,  and  accompanied  Burnside’s 
expedition  across  the  mountains  into  Tenn- 
essee, and  he  was  present  at  the  siege  of 
Knoxville.  In  June,  18G5,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  and 
returned  home  to  the  pursuits  of  peace, 
laying  aside  the  rifle  for  the  plough.  He 
owns  a highly  cultivated  fertile  farm  of 
105  acres. 

In  1SGG  Job  Alexander  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Carlisle  township,  with  Miss 
Ann  D.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Philemon  and 
Diantha  (Ilovey)  Pierce,  natives  of  New 
York,  who  in  an  early  day  came  to  Lorain 
county;  the  father  died  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship, the  mother  in  Eaton  township,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  in  1880.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Job  Alexander  were  born 
six  children,  as  follows:  Hattie  (wife  of 
Orlando  Rose),  Albert  (deceased  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years),  Ida,  Loren,  Lu- 
ther and  Rosa.  Politically  Mr.  Alexander 
is  a Republican;  socially  he  is  a member 
of  Richard  Allen  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Elyria. 


DOR  AST  US  WAITE,  one  of  the 
widest  known  pioneer  citizens  of 

LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county, 

was  born  June  21,  1810,  in  Cham- 
pion, Jefferson  county,  New  York. 

His  father,  Dorastus  Waite,  a farmer, 
was  a native  of  Vermont,  where  he  married 
Miss  Sally  McNitt,  and  later  moved  into 
New  York  State,  where  he  lived  comfort- 
ably and  reared  a large  family,  all  of  whom 
are  now  dead  but  two — our  subject  and  a 
half  brother,  Guverry  M.,  who  is  a farmer 
in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  the  second  wife  of  Do- 
rastus W aite,  Sr.,  and  at  the  time  of  her 

marriage  to  him  was  the  widow  of  Rufus 

© 

Blodgett;  her  maiden  name  was  Malinda 
Canfield.  Mr.  Waite  died  in  Champion, 


. 
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Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  But  two  of  his  family— James 
and  Dorastus — came  to  Ohio. 

Dorastus  Waite  passed  his  early  years 
on  his  father’s  farm,  assisting  in  the  many 
duties  of  the  agricultural  work,  and  re- 
ceived an  education  in  the  common  schools, 
attending,  however,  only  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, when  he  could  be  spared  from  home. 
In  October,  1831,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Diantlia  Fitts,  who  was 
born  in  1813  in  Massachusetts,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Fitts,  who  moved  to  Jefferson 
county,  H.  Y.,  where  our  subject  met  his 
daughter.  After  marriage  the  young  couple 
began  housekeeping  on  a small  farm  owned 
by  his  father,  remaining  there  but  a few 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1831  he  rode  to 
Ohio  on  horseback,  the  trip  occupying 
three  weeks,  and  after  looking  over  the 
land  purchased  one  hundred  acres  in  Lot 
86,  LaG range  township,  Lorain  county, 
for  which  he  paid  four  hundred  dollars, 
lie  then  returned  to  Jefferson  county, 
FL  Y.,  in  the  same  manner,  and  remained 
over  winter,  in  the  spring  of  1835  coming 
out  with  a one-horse  wagon,  and  bringing 
his  wife  and  only  child,  Sarahetta  L.,  who 
is  now  the  widow  of  Fero-uson  Zang,  and 
makes  her  home  in  LaG  range  village. 
They  commenced  life  in  Ohio  in  a log 
cabin  on  the  pioneer  farm,  where  he  at 
once  set  to  work  clearing  the  land,  and  re- 
sided  until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  La-  . 
Grange  village,  where  he  has  since  lived  a 
semi-retired  life.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waite  in  Ohio  were  as  fol- 
lows: James  E.,  a farmer  of  LaGrange; 
Maryette,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Beckwith,  and  in  1855  died  on  the  home 
farm,  aged  nineteen  years;  Everett  L., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and 
Everett  L.,  who  died  at  the  acre  of  twelve 
years.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  1873, 
and  was  buried  at  LaGrange;  in  1874  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  J.  (Pelton)  Belden 
(widow  of  Daniel  Belden),  who  was  born 
in  Middlefield,  Mass.  Mr.  Waite  has  dur- 
ing his  long  life  accomplished  no  small 


amount  of  hard  work;  when  first  settling 

on  his  place  it  was  all  in  the  woods,  but  by 

constant  labor  and  untiring  energy  he  has 

’ now  one  of  the  most  productive  farms  in 

| the  entire  township.  Politically  he  was 

originally  an  Old-line  Whig,  is  now  a 

member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 

has  served  in  various  township  offices.  In 

religious  connection  he  was  an  attendant 

of  the  Conoreo-ational  Church  until  the 
© © 

Society  disbanded,  when  he  united  with 
the  M.-E.  Church.  He  is  remarkably  well 
preserved  for  one  of  Ills  years,  and  is  a man 
of  extremely  temperate  habits,  does  not 
use  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  has  not  even 
tasted  spirituous  or  malt  liquor  for  over 
sixty  years.  He  had  several  great-grand- 
children. [Since  the  above  was  written  we 
have  been  informed  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Dorastus  Waite,  which  occurred  December 
31,  1893.— En. 


G.  DAWLEY.  In  the  front  rank 
of  the  prosperous  and  progressive 
farmers  of  Eaton  township,  stands 
prominent  this  gentleman.  He  is  a 
native  of  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
born  in  Ravenna  township  in  1825,  a son 
of  Daniel  and  Eunice  Dawley,  the  former 
a native  of  Vermont,  the  latter  of  Massa- 
chusetts. They  were  married  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  whither  the  father  had  come 
when  a young  man,  in  1790,  and  here  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  the  rest  of  his 
busy  life.  lie  died  in  1871,  his  wife  in 
1863.  Four  children  were  born  to  them, 
a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Cor- 
nelia is  the  widow  of  Miletus  Clark,  of 
Portao-e  county,  Ohio;  Darius,  married,  is 
a farmer  in  Bavenna  township.  Portage 
county;  Perry  died  in  Portage  county  in 
1882;  A.  G.  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

A.  G.  Dawley  was  reared  to  farm  life  in 
his  native  township,  receiving  his  elemen- 
tary education  at  the  common  schools,  and 
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attending  select  school  one  or  two  terms, 
in  1854  he  came  to  Eaton  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  where  he  made  a new  home 
for  himself  and  family.  In  1802  he  lo- 
cated on  his  present  farm,  a highly  im- 
proved one  of  111  acres,  on  which  he 
carries  on  general  agriculture  with  much 
success.  In  1847  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  with  Miss 
Sophia  Moulton,  a native  of  Brimfield 
township,  that  county,  a daughter  of  Har- 
rison and  Bethsheba  (Coburn)  Moulton, 
very  early  pioneers  of  Portage  county;  the 
father  was  killed  in  1826  by  a falling  tree 
while  out  chopping,  the  mother  dying  some 
time  later.  To  M r.  and  Mrs.  Dawley  four 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  William, 
married,  residing  in  Xorristown,  Penn, 
(had  live  children — Frank,  Addie  Sophia, 
Carl  Albert,  one  deceased  in  infancy,  and 
Sumner  E.,  deceased);  Cornelia,  wife  of 
George  Johnson,  residing  in  Elyria,  had 
ten  children:  Floren,  Edwin,  Gertie, 

Albert,  Vernon,  Georgie  (deceased  at  the 
age  of  six  years),  Jennie,  Cassie,  May,  and 
an  infant;  Clifton,  married,  residing  in 
Eaton  township,  had  five  children:  Lena, 
Perry,-  Wilton,  Charles  and  Ivy;  Mary 
was  the  wife  of  William  Allen,  and  resided 
in  Macomb  county,  Mich,  (she  died  in 
1885).  The  mother  of  these  was  called 
from  earth  in  February,  1SSS.  In  politics 
Mr.  Dawley  is  an  active  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  is  a member  and 
deacon  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Eaton. 


B.  J AMESOX,  a well-known 
successful  agriculturist  of  Avon 
township,  is  a native  of  same, 
born  in  1837,  son  of  Joseph  B. 
and  Mary  (Ilorr)  Jameson, 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
17S7  in  New  Hampshire,  and  in  1824 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  in 
the  woods  of  Avon  township,  where  he 


The 


j opened  up  a farm.  Here  he  passed  the 
j remainder  of  his  years,  dying  in  1867,  in 
politics  a stanch  Whig;  he  served  for  many 
| years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  mar- 
j ried  three  times,  first  to  Thankful  Clement, 

I who  died  in  1817,  leaving  two  children, 
Thankful  Jane,  born  in  1814,  in  Xew 
York,  now  the  deceased  wife  of  Ora  B. 
Cahoon;  and  Mary,  born  in  1816.  His 
second  wife  was  Avis  Smith,  and  she  bore 
him  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
! living — William  (in  Avon  township), 
Joseph  (married,  a resident  of  Avon  town- 
ship), and  Sarepta  (wife  of  C.  Blackwell, 

I of  Avon  township);  those  deceased  are 
! David  C.,  who  died  in  1833;  Clarissa  A., 

' Mrs.  R.  Steele,  who  died  in  1866  in  Cali- 
fornia; and  Mary  E , Mrs.  Coliin  Ford, 
who  died  in  1870  in  Lebanon,  Ohio.  For 
his  third  wife  Mr.  Jameson  married,  in 
Xew  Yoi'k  State,  Miss  Mary  Ilorr,  a na- 
tive of  Vermont,  and  to  this  union  were 
; born  four  children,  as  follows:  M.  B.,  sub- 
! ject  of  this  sketch;  Daniel,  who  died  in 
Avon  township  at  the  age  of  ten;  Robin- 
son, who  died  in  Colorado  in  1873;  and 
Luciua  II.,  who  died  in  Avon  township  in 
1866.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  1893, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

M.  B.  Jameson  received  his  elementary 
| education  at  the  common  schools  of  his 
! native  township,  and  in  early  life  was  in- 
ducted into  the  mysteries  of  agriculture, 
which  he  has  continued  to  follow.  He 
subsequently  attended  college  at  Berea 
and  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  for  several  years 
pursued  the  vocation  of  teacher,  lie  was 
married,  in  I860,  in  Avon  township,  to 
Miss  Cordelia  S.  Wilder,  also  a native  of 
same,  daughter  of  Thompson  and  Sabrina 
(Fuller)  Wilder,  who  were  born  in  the 
State  of  Xew  York,  and  in  1836  came  to 
! Avon  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  he 
dvinn-  in  1874,  she  in  1876.  Mrs.  Jameson 
tamdit  school  with  her  husband  several 

O 

terms.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
five  children,  viz.:  Clifton  E.,  married, 
who  resides  in  Montesano.  Wash.;  Torrey 
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W.,  living  at  home;  Mary  B.,  wife  of 
H.  H.  Carter,  of  Washington;  Annette, 
ami  Plynn  C.,  hotli  living  at  home.  Our 
subject  is  engaged  exclusively  in  general 
agriculture,  and  he  owns  a fertile  farm  of 

O 

sixty  acres  in  a good  state  of  cultivation. 
In  his  political  sympathies  he  is  a Repub- 
lican,  and  in  religious  connection  he  and 

o 

his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  French  Creek.  [Since  the  above  was 
written,  we  have  been  informed  of  the 
death,  December  9,  1893,  of  Mr.  Jameson. 


D.  STETSON,  a native-born,  wide- 
awake and  enterprising  agriculturist 
of  Kidgeville  township,  first  saw  the 
light  in  1850. 

Randall  Stetson,  father  of  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  first  married,  and  in  1832  came  with 


his  family  to  Lorain  county,  settling  in 
Ridgeville  township,  where  he  had  bought 
a fifty -acre  tract  ot  timber  land,  which  he 
improved,  adding  thereto  until  he  owned 
215  acres  (the  homestead),  besides  other 
land  in  the  county,  and  about  one  thou- 
sand acres  in  the  West.  He  dealt  largely 
in  real  estate,  and  was  extensively  engaged 
in  stock  dealing — buying  and  selling 
blooded  animals.  By  his  first  marriage 
he  had  four  children,  viz.:  Einilv,  widow 
of  Willard  Kemp,  of  Cleveland;  Martha, 
widow  of  William  Nelson,  of  Cleveland; 
Jane,  wife  of  J.  M.  Seelye,  of  Ridgeville 
township;  and  Ellen,  widow  of  Monroe 
Dean,  of  Michigan.  The  mother  of  these 
dying  in  1836,  Mr.  Stetson  married,  in 
1837,  in  Ridgeville  township,  the  widow 
Loomis,  who  bore  him  three  children,  as 
follows:  John,  residing  in  Olmsted  town- 
ship; II.  D.,  subject  of  this  memoir;  and 
Isabelle,  who  lives  in  Oberlin.  The 
mother  of  these  was  called  from  earth  in 
1883.  the  father  in  1886.  lie  was  a 
' straight  Republican,  and  served  his  town- 


ship as  trustee  several  terms.  In  1884  he 
and  his  son,  II.  D.,  bought  a gristmill  in 
Ridgeville,  which  they  improved  and  re- 
modeled, putting  in  the  new  roller  process, 
and  this  was  operated  by  father  and  son 
until  the  decease  of  the  former,  when  the 
latter  bought  out  the  interest  therein  of 
the  heirs,  and  conducted  same  until  1889, 
in  which  year  he  sold  it. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  memoir  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  township,  which 
was  supplemented  with  a two  years’  at- 
tendance at  Oberlin  College.  In  addition 
to  the  gristmill  above  referred  to,  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming,  and  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  190  acres  of  the  old  home- 
stead, besides  600  acres  in  the  West.  He 
was  married  in  Ridgeville  township,  in 
1871,  to  Miss  Florence  Simonds,  a native 
of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Simeon  and  Marcia  (Beebe)  Simonds,  of 
Massachusetts  and  Ridgeville  township, 
Lorain  county,  respectively.  They  are 
now  residing  at  Dover,  Cuyahoga  county. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stetson  were  born  six 
children,  to  wit:  Ray,  who  graduated  from 
Oberlin  College  with  the  class  of  1893, 
and  is  now  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the 
same  college;  Carl,  residing  at  home; 
Marcia,  deceased  at  the  age  of  fifteen ; 
Adaline,  Dora  and  Merritt,  residing  at 
home.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  enjoys  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 


df  AY  HART,  who  stands  foremost 
j among  Penfield  township’s  prominent 
citizens  and  thorough,  successful 
farmers,  was  born  November  10. 
1851,  a son  of  Lewis  Hart,  Jr.,  who  was  a 
son  of  Lewis  Hart,  Sr. 

When  but  a lad  of  eleven  years  our  sub- 
ject lost  his  father  by  death.  Prior  to 
this  he  had  received  such  an  education  as 
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the  common  schools  of  the  period  afforded,  i 
and  when  a mere  hoy  found  employment  j 
as  a farm  hand.  lie  worked  at  various  j 
places,  and  for  different  people,  being  em- 
ployed for  two  years  by  Orrin  Starr,  a like  j 
time  by  Luther  Pentield,  and  also  by  G.  ! 
L.  Starr,  all  of  whom  are  well-known  and 
successful  farmers.  He  also  spent  several 
years  in  the  employ  of  Miles  Leech  and  j 
Henry  Whitbeck,  of  Litchfield,  Medina  | 
Co.,  Ohio,  receiving;  under  such  competent 
instructors  a complete  knowledge  of  agri- 
cultural life,  in  which  he  has  been  very 
successful. 

On  November  5,  1876,  Mr.  Hart  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Sheldon, 
who  was  born  November  15,  1S54,  in 
Cortland  countv.  N.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Abijali  and  Jane  (Kiff)  Sheldon,  and  from 
the  age  of  seven  years  made  her  home 
with  her  aunt,  Amy  Andrews,  for  whom 
our  subject  had  worked  some  time,  and 
where  he  and  his  young  wife  made  their 
first  home  after  marriage.  They  have  three 
children,  viz.:  Amy,  Ina  and  Rhe.  Mr. 
Hart  is  a substantial  representative  farmer 
and  leading  citizen  of  Pentield  township, 
and  his  progressive,  active  spirit  is  recog- 
nized throughout  the  community.  He  has 
prospered  well  in  his  agricultural  opera- 
tions, and  has  succeeded  in  accumulating 
a fine  farm  of  200  acres,  the  excellent  con- 
dition of  which  is  sufficient  evidence  of  its 
owner’s  ability  as  a systematic  farmer.'  In 
his  political  preferences  Mr.  Hart  is  a 
stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party. 
Mrs.  Hart  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 


dj  ACOB  H.  CLAUS,  blacksmith,  North 
1 Amherst,  descends  from  an  early 
German  family,  and  was  born  in  | 
Brownhelm  township.  Lorain  Co.,  ! 
Ohio,  April  27,  1837.  Lie  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Martha  ( Ililderbrand)  Claus, 

the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Hessia,  I 
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Germany,  and  in  1828  came  to  the  United 
States,  making  a settlement  in  Brownhelm 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  the  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner.  He  and  his  wife  both  died 
young,  at  the  ages  of  thirty-three  and 
twenty- three,  respectively.  They  had  three 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest. 

Jacob  II.  Claus  received  but  a limited 
public-school  education,  being  left  an 
orphan  when  yet  a boy.  lie  learned  his 
trade  in  the  shop  where  he  is  now  work- 
ing, and  has  been  in  business  for  himself 
more  than  thirty  years.  The  cheerful 
ring  of  his  anvil,  and  the  merry  sparks 
that  burst  from  his  forge,  are  not  more 
welcome  to  the  wayfarer  than  his  own 
honest  greeting;  and  his  shop  is  the  resort 
of  customers  and  others,  who  come  miles 
to  visit  his  well-known  smithy.  In  1860 
Mr.  Claus  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Marie  Geabauer.  They  have  one 
child,  a daughter. 

In  politics  our  subject  has  been  a Re- 
publican since  Garfield’s  election,  and  he 
has  held  many  municipal  and  township 
offices.  He  has  been  a member  of  St. 
Peter’s  Evangelical  Church  at  North  Am- 
herst for  the  past  forty  years,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; he  is  also  a member  of  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah,  and  of  the  K.O.T.M. 


|[  ACOB  SCHWARTZ,  an  old  and 
k.  I highly  esteemed  resident  of  Russia 
towns.hip,  was  born  February  20, 
1819,  in  Rhenish  Bavaria,  Germany, 
a,  son  of  Jacob  Schwartz,  who  died  in 
Germany  in  1831. 

In  1816  Jacob  Schwartz  was  married, 
in  his  native  country,  to  Catherine  Burg, 
and  they  had  one  child  born  in  Germany. 
Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy.  Our  subject 
was  a weaver  by  necessity,  and  also  worked 
at  anything  else  he  could  find  to  do.  In 
1848,  in  company  with  his  wife,  his 
widowed  mother,  his  brother  David,  and 
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his  sisters  Elizabeth  and  Margaretta,  he 
left  the  Fatherland,  taking  passage  at 
Antwerp,  and  landing  in  New  York  after 
a voyage  of  forty-two  days.  They  imme- 
diately set  out  for  Cleveland.  Ohio,  travel- 
ing via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  Russia  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  where  Jacob  bought  land. 
By  gathering  the  funds  of  the  entire  party, 
which  amounted  to  about  three  hundred 
dollars,  he  was  able  to  purchase  a tract  of 
thirty  acres,  and  then  borrowing  six  dol- 
lars from  a neighbor,  John  Schramm,  pur- 
chased a cow.  On  this  farm  Mr.  Schwartz 
resided  until  1871,  when  he  bought,  from 
“Bachelor  Bailey,”  his  present  farm,  and  ] 
sixty-one  additional  acres,  which  latter  he  I 
has  given  to  his  children.  A brief  record 
of  his  family  is  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  who  : 
married  William  Sump,  died  January  6, 
1876,  leaving  four  children,  viz.:  Charles, 
William,  Millie  and  Alva;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Alva  Gibson,  of  Russia  township; 
Carrie  (twin  of  Mary)  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Albright,  of  Russia  township;  Margaret  i 
resides  at  home;  Emma  is  married  to 
Henry  Bassett,  of  Russia  township.  Mr. 
Schwartz  has  always  been  a hard-working 
farmer,  and  has  fully  deserved  the  success 
he  has  won.  He  is  an  honest,  upright, 
kind-hearted  citizen,  ever  ready  to  assist 
those  in  need,  and  is  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  wdio  know  him.  In  his 
political  preferences  he  is  a Democrat, 
though  non-partisan  and  but  little  inter- 
ested in  affairs  of  State.  In  religious  i 
connection  he  is  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church  at  North  Amherst. 


f|OIIN  Al  MILLER,  prominent  among 
v I the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Avon 
township,  is  a native  of  same,  born  in 
October,  1831. 

Peter  Miller,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y., 
August  10, 1803,  and  in  1819  was  brought 


by  his  parents,  Adam  and  Anna  (Tea- 
mount)  Miller,  natives  of  the  same  State, 
to  Avon  township,  Lorain  county,  they 
settling  in  the  woods  near  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  where  they  opened  out  a farm. 
Here  Adam  Miller  died  in  1834,  his  wife 
in  1848.  They  reared  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Peter  was  reared  on  the 
farm;  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  also  worked  at  ship  carpentry  at  Black 
River,  he  having  learned  the  trade  of  Cap- 
tain Jones  before  he  was  twenty  years  old. 
There  was  only  one  house  between  the 
home  in  Avon  township  and  Black  River, 
and  wild  animals  were  numerous  and  fero- 
cious. In  1821,  as  he  was  returning  home 
from  his  work  one  Saturday  evening,  Peter 
Miller  lost  himself  in  the  woods,  and  was 
treed  by  a bear  that  five  times  climbed 
after  him,  finally  catching  him  by  the  feet, 
which  were  badly  lacerated.  The  boy, 
however,  managed  to  get  away  from  Bruin, 
who  was  herself  not  a little  alarmed,  and 
ran  for  his  life  as  fast  as  his  wounded  feet 
would  permit,  reaching  the  nearest  neigh- 
bor’s in  a sorry  plight.  He  was  married  in 
Black  River  township  in  1828,  to  Miss 
Ruth  Houseworth,  a native  of  New  York 
State,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Ruth  (Hart) 
Houseworth,  the  father  born  on  the  ocean, 
the  mother  in  Rhode  Island;  they  moved 
to  New  York  State,  and  thence  in  1819  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Black  River  township, 
the  journey  being  made  by  water  from 
Buffalo.  Here  Mr.  Houseworth  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  his  wife  passing 
away  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Peter  Miller. 
After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Miller 
continued  to  reside  in  Avon  township, 
where  they  successfully  conducted  a highly 
improved  farm.  The  father  died  in  1851 
at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  the  mother 
on  August  IS,  1893,  in  her  eighty-sixth 
year;  she  had  been  a resident  of  the  county 
seventy-four  years,  and  of  Avon  township 
sixty-five  years,  having  lived  on  the  same 
farm  all  her  married  life.  They  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  all  yet  living,  viz.: 
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John  A.;  Amanda,  wife  of  Leonard  Moore, 
of  Lorain;  Glover,  married,  residing  in 
Avon  township,  on  part  of  the  old  farm; 
Julia,  wife  of  M.  II.  Lampman,  of  Lorain, 
and  Jeanette,  residing  in  Avon  township. 

John  A.  Miller,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his 
birthplace,  and  was  brought  up  to  farming 
pursuits,  which  have  been  his  life  work. 
.In  1SC8  he  was  married,  in  Elyria,  Lorain 
county,  to  Miss  Catherine  Burrell,  a native 
of  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Harriet  (Hall) 
Burrell,  pioneers  of  that  township,  he  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  she  of  Dover 
township.  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio.  Grand- 
father Isaac  Burrell  was  an  early  pioneer 
of  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county.  By 
this  union  was  born  one  child.'  Catherine, 
at  home,  who  lost  her  mother  March  26, 
1869.  In  politics  Mr.  Miller  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  has  held  several  township 
offices  of  trust,  such  as  trustee.  Socially 
lie  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  Lodge  at 
Elyria,  and  of  Marshall  Chapter. 


LEXANDER  PORTER,  ship  cap- 
tain and  vessel  owner,  well  known 
on  the  lakes  as  a careful  and  skill- 
ful mariner,  and  respected  on  shore 
as  a useful  and  loyal  citizen,  is  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  born 
March  16,  1843. 

He  is  a son  of  Nathaniel  and  Clarissa 
(Nelson)  Porter,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  born  in 
1801,  an  Orangeman,  one  of  twelve  broth- 
ers who  came  to  this  country  and  to  Ohio, 
settling  in  Elyria,  Lorain  county.  In 
1S30  Nathaniel  came  to  Lorain,  about  the 
commencement  of  the  “boom,”  where  he 
opened  a brickyard,  which  he  carried  on  in 
connection  with  farmina  and  team i her.  He 
was  married  in  Massachusetts,  and  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  all  yet  living  ex- 


cept one  drowned  in  the  lake,  in  the  fall  of 
1892,  from  the  steamer  II.  Gilcher.” 
The  father  died  in  1878;  the  mother  passed 
away  in  1857. 

Alexander  Porter,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  part 
at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  in  part  at  Oberlin  College.  At  about 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  commenced 
sailing  on  the  lakes,  and  in  1859  he  was  a 
seaman  on  the  barge  “Pierson,”  which 
| sailed  from  Cleveland  to  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land, touching  at  Bristol,  ami  returnino- 
| by  same  route  lay  in  the  Welland  Canal, 
j Canada,  all  the  following  winter.  Since 
! then  he  has  sailed  the  lakes  every  summer, 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years  as  captain, 
and  the  first  boat  he  was  skipper  of  was 
the  “ Rescue.”  He  and  two  of  his  broth- 
ers owned  a vessel,  the  “Three  Brothers,” 
which  for  several  years  successfully  traded 
on  the  lakes.  He  is  now  owner  or  part 
owner  of  no  less  than  five  boats  that  turn 
in  a good  revenue  every  year. 

In  1871  Capt.  Porter  married  Miss  I)or- 
liska  Freeman,  a native  of  LaG range.  Lo- 
rain  county,  daughter  of  S.  V.  R.  INee- 
man,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  a farmer,  who 
came  to  Lorain  county  in  1829,  and  settled 
on  a farm  at  LaGrano-e.  He  was  twice 

O 

married,  and  he  had  four  sons  and  three 
daughters;  he  was  born  in  1801,  and  died 
in  1878.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Porter  have  had 
no  children.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
F.  & A.  M.,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and 
Royal  Arcanum. 


J OHN  H.  ECKLER,  a well-known 
farmer  of  Carlisle  township,  is  a na- 
/ tive  of  Germany,  born  November  24, 
1835,  a son  of  Henry  and  Anna 
(Barber)  Eckler,  also  Germans,  born  in 


Hessia. 

The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated 

with  his  family  to  the  United  States  in 

1838,  making  his  new  home  in  Erie 
1 © 
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county,  Ohio,  where  he  first  worked  as  a 
day  laborer  in  Vermillion  township,  clear- 
ing land  in  the  winters.  In  summer  time 
he  worked  on  the  Maumee  Canal  at 
eighteen  dollars  per  month,  out  of  which 
lie  had  to  pay  his  board  Sundays,  and  pro- 
vide for  his  family,  then  consisting  of  wife 
and  five  children.  He  was  very  poor, 
and  could  not  speak  English,  but  he  had  a 
willing  heart  and  hands,  and  by  industry 
prospered.  For  some  time  he  lived  in  Arer- 
million  township,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  as  al- 
ready related,  thence,  in  1852,  coming  to 
Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county.  He 
succeeded  in  accumulating  200  acres  of 
land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had 
money  in  the  bank,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  had  given  liberally  to  his 
children.  He  died  July  9,  1890,  in  his 
eighty-sixth  year,  his  wife  in  1866,  aged 
fifty-six.  They  were  members,  first  of  the 
Presbyterian  Reformed  Church,  afterward 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  he 
was  always  a Democrat.  They  had  in  all 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Catherine,  wife 
of  H.  M.  Hempy,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Margaret,  wife  of  J.  F.  Irish,  both  now 
deceased;  Ann,  wife  of  Fred  Stroble,  of 
Wood  county,  Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  J.  G. 
Kinsey,  of  Lorain;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Rickie;  John  H.;  and  Emanuel,  in 
Elyria. 

At  the  age  of  two  and  a half  years  the 
subject  of  these  lines  came  to  Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived his  English  education  at  the  schools 
in  Vermillion  township,  Erie  county,  and 
at  the  Center  School  in  Carlisle  township, 
Lorain  county.  He  has  been  engaged  all 
his  life  in  farming,  with  the  exception  of 
six  years  he  worked  as  a carpenter  in 
Cleveland,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  213 
acres,  all  in  a good  state  of  cultivation. 
Like  his  father  before  him,  he  votes  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  at  one  time 
was  elected  trustee  of  his  township,  serv- 
ing but  a few  months,  as  he  was  elected 
against  his  wishes. 

D i 

In  1862  our  subject  married  Miss  Cor- 
nelia M.  Hart,  who  was  born  in  Carlisle 


township,  Lorain  county,  and  five  children 
have  come  to  them,  as  follows:  Henry, 
married  and  living  in  Elyria  (has  three 
children  — Hazel,  Georgie  and  Edith); 
Bertha  M.,  wife  of  Harold  Hinkson,  of 
Elyria  (they  have  one  child — Roll  i n) ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Arthur  Champney,  of 
Oberlin  (they  have  one  child — Bertha); 
Frank  R.  and  Charles  R.,  both  at  home. 
(Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  been 
informed  that  Mr.  John  II.  Eckler  died  of 
typhoid  fever  November  23,  1893,  having 
been  a great  sufferer  to  the  last. — Ed. 


V II  \ J.  FELLER,  proprietor  of  livery 
V/M  and  boarding  stable,  in  the  town 
M / M(  of  Oberlin,  of  which  he  has  been 
a resident  some  nine  years,  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Portage  county,  in 
1850,  son  of  C.  C.  and  Mary  (Bierce) 
Fuller. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Nelson  township,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1S18,  and  was  there  reared  and  trained  to 
farming,  which  has  been  his  life  vocation. 

O’ 

lie  there  married  Mary  Bierce,  a native  of 
the  same  township,  born  in  1830,  who  died 
there  in  1885,  aged  fifty-five  years. 
Grandfather  Jeremiah  R.  Fuller,  a native 
of  Cornwall,  Conn.,  came  west  in  about 
the  year  1804  to  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  opened  up  a farm  in  Nelson 
township,  dying  thereon  in  1853.  Grand- 
father Horatio  Bierce  also  died  in  that 
county;  great- grandfather  William  Bierce, 
a native  of  Connecticut,  served  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  died  in  Nelson 
township,  Portage  county. 

W.  J.  Full  er  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
township,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  in  Portage  county; 
he  was  also  three  years  in  the  oil  fields  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  1884  he  came  to'Lorain 
county,  and  commenced  in  his  present 
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livery  business,  in  which  he  has  met  with 
gratifying  success,  keeping  a full  line  of 
vehicles. 

In  1874  Mr.  Fuller  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Mary  (Tinker)  Tracy,  also 
a native  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Hopkins) 
Tinker,  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
respectively,  and  who  in  an  early  day  came 
to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
passed  from  earth  in  1877;  the  mother  is 
still  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  has 
been  born  one  child,  Helen  I).  By  her 
former  marriage  Mrs.  Fuller  had  one 
daughter,  Mary  E.,  wife  of  J.  C.  Ball, 
of  Pompey,  X.  7'.  In  politics  our  subject 
is  a Republican,  and  he  has  served  as  con- 
stable. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church. 


John  S.  Townshend,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
place,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  attended  the 
high  school  of  Elyria,  after  which  he  at- 
tended school  one  year  at  Oberlin.  lie 
then  commenced  farming,  which  has  been 
his  life  vocation;  lie  now  works  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  is  the  owner  of  fifty-one 
acres  well  improved,  and  a sawmill. 

In  1889  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
j Carrie  M.  Buck,  born  in  Avon  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  two  children,  named 
respectively  Ann  E.  and  John,  have  been 
born  to  them.  Mr.  Townshend’s  political 
views  are  Republican,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 


IjOHN  SMITH  TOWNSHEND,  a ris- 
k | ing  young  farmer  of  Sheffield  town- 
ie//1 ship,  was  born  there  in  1860,  a son 
of  John  and  Ann  (Smith)  Townshend. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
1809  in  England,  whence  at  about  the  acre 
of  twenty-two  years  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  the  entire  family  first 
making  their  home  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Later  John  Townshend  moved  to  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Hannah  Hurst,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren: Martha  Fox,  livino-  in  Sheffield 

© 

township;  Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Walker; 
Josiah  H.,  married,  and  livino-  in  Sheffield 
township,  and  Alfred, deceased.  His  second 
wife,  whom  lie  wedded  in  Elyria  township, 
was  Miss  Ann  Smith,  a native  of  Leicester- 
shire, England,  and  two  children  were  born 
to  this  union;  Mary  E.  and  John  S.,  the 
former  living  with  the  latter.  John  Towns- 
hend died  in  Elyria  April  15,  1S75. 


G ON BAD  WIEGAND,  one  of  the 

wide-awake  progressive  citizens  of 

J Lorain,  is  a native  of  Hessen -Cassel, 

Germany,  born  May  91.  1849.  He 

is  a son  of  Henry  and  Christina  (Roth) 

Wiegand,  also  natives  of  Germany,  and 

who  were  the  parents  of  eight  children — 

six  sons  and  two  dauc/hters — two  of  whom 
© < ^ ^ 

are  now  livino  in  America.  John  Wie- 
© 

gand,  one  of  the  sons,  came  here  in  1857, 
and  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  en- 
listed in  the  Seventh  O.  V.  I.,  at  Cleve- 
land; he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Win- 
chester, and  taken  prisoner,  but  was  re- 
leased, dying  soon  after,  however,  in 
hospital,  in  1862. 

Our  subject  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  in  the  Fatherland,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  (1869)  came  to  the  United  States, 
totally  ignorant  of  the  English  language, 
but  of  which  he  soon  made  himself  mas- 
ter. From  the  port  of  landing  he  made 
his  way  direct  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and 
first  located  in  Elyria,  working  at  his  trade 
there  till  1872,  when  he  and  a brother 
opened  a boot  and  shoe  store  in  Lorain. 
This  partnership  continued  until  18^3,  in 
which  year  Conrad  Wiegand  bought  out 
his  brother,  and  has  since  continued  in  the 
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business  alone.  He  commenced  with  a 
small  stock,  about  live  hundred  dollars 
worth,  and  has  now  one  valued  at  as  many 
thousands.  His  present  brick  building  he 
erected  in  189:2,  and  moved  therein  No- 
vember 1,  that  year,  and  he  still  owns  his 
old  store  on  North  Broadway.  He  has  a 
nice  residence  on  Second  avenue. 

In  1871  Mr.  Wiegand  was  married,  in 
Elyria,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Minnie  Beese,  and 
they  have  had  three  sons:  Fred,  Carl  and 
Alvin.  Our  subject  is  a Iiepnblican  in 
politics,  and  in  religion  is  associated  with 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion since  1882,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  and  eight  months.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M. 


W.  PHELPS.  This  gentleman,  a 
member  of  one  of  the  earliest  fam- 
ilies to  settle  in  Lorain  county,  as 
a man  of  unbounded  popularity 
and  well-known  generosity,  and  as 
one  who  has  done  much  toward  the  progress 
of  Eaton  township  and  the  establishment  of 
the  town  of  North  Eaton,  claims  more  than 
a passing  notice  in  the  pages  of  this  Biog- 
raphical Record. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  18, 
1821,  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Dollie  (Waite)  Phelps,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  1800,  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  in  New 
York  about  1801.  They  were  married  in 
Jefferson  county,  and  in  1826  migrated 
westward  to  Ohio,  traveling  by  water  to 
Cleveland,  thence  by  team  to  LaGrange 
township,  Lorain  county,  having  to  cut 
their  way  through  the  timber  and  under- 
brush, Mrs.  Phelps  walking  the  entire  dis- 
tance with  one  child  in  her  arms,  and 
others  toddling  by  her  side.  The  farm 
they  settled  on  contained  160  acres  of  wild 
land,  and  this  by  dint  of  hard  and  assidu- 


ous labor  they  succeeded  in  reducing  to  a 
state  of  culture.  Their  cabin  was  built 
with  the  assistance  of  men  brought  from 
Grafton.  Occasionally  the  Indians,  for  the 
first  two  years,  lived  in  their  wigwams 
alongside  of  the  Phelps  family.  Leaving 
the  farm,  Mr.  Phelps  kept  hotel  twenty- 
live  years  at  LaPorte,  Carlisle  township, 
and  then  moved  to  Butternut  Ridge,  where 
he  died  in  1861;  he  was,  in  politics,  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican.  His  wife  had 
preceded  him  to  the  grave  in  1S57,  the 
mother  of  a large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  we  give  a record  of  ten:  George  W. 
died  in  LaGrange  township  at  the  age  of 
five  years;  Harriet  A.  resides  in  Chicago, 
111.;  Roger  (married)  died  in  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  about  1870;  Erastus  (married)  re- 
sides in  Elyria  (he  is  the  oldest  engineer 
on  the  Lake  Shore  A Michigan  Southern 
Railroad,  having  been  on  the  road  for  forty 
years);  Clarissa  is  the  wife  of  Edwin 
Beardsley,  and  resides  on  Chestnut  Ridge, 
Eaton  township;  Elvira  resides  in  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.;  Jefferson  (married)  is  an 
attorney  at  law  in  Chicago,  Ilk;  Elizabeth 
resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Joseph  Elston 
(married)  resides  in  Toledo  (he  is  one  of 
the  best  engineers  on  the  Lake  Shore  A 

o 

Michigan  Southern  Railroad);  George 
Washington,  who  was  married  and  resided 
in  Toledo,  and  was  an  engineer  on  the  Lake 
Shore  A Michigan  Southern  Railroad  for 
thirty  years,  was  killed  at  Bellevue,  Ohio, 
in  February,  1891. 

Joseph  Phelps  brought  the  first  yoke  of 
oxen  into  LaGrange  township,  and  they 
did  hard  work  not  only  on  his  own  farm, 
but  also  on  those  of  his  neighbors.  At 
the  time  the  family  settled  in  the  county, 
wolves,  bears  and  other  wild  animals 
abounded,  and  the  first  cow  they  owned, 
also  their  first  dock  of  sheep,  eighteen  in 
number,  were  destroyed  by  wolves  and 
carried  off,  not  the  least  part  of  the  loss 
felt  being  the  wool  on  the  sheep,  on  which 
the  family  depended  for  future  clothing. 
On  another  occasion,  during  the  month  of 
March,  two  or  three  hunger-driven  wolves 
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got  into  the  sheep  pen,  and  would  have 
made  much  havoc  among  the  slieep  but  for 
a powerful  mastiff  that  fought  the  wolves 
furiously,  succeeding  in  driving  them 
away,  minus  a considerable  amount  of  fur 
they  left  behind  in  the  pen.  The  brave 
dog  was  so  sorely  wounded  that  he  lay  as 
dead  on  the  floor, but  with  careful  nursing 
he  recovered  in  the  course  of  a week.  The 
last  grey  wolf  seen  was  killed  on  Mr. 
Phelps’  farm  in  the  winter  of  1839;  after 
being  pursued  two  days  it  turned  on  its 
pursuers,  and  was  then  shot.  In  the 
summer  of  1852  a doe  reared  two  fawns, 
which  the  following  winter  were  killed  by 
hunters.  Prior  to  this  all  large  game,  in- 
cluding the  elk,  panther  and  bear,  had  dis- 
appeared.' 

Roger  Phelps,  father  of  Joseph,  and 
grandfather  of  subject,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  tanner  and  currier.  In  an  early  day  he 
moved  to  Jefferson  county,  X.  Y.,  and  in 
1826  came  to  Lorain  county,  where  he 
died. 

M.  W.  Phelps,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  LaGrange  township,  Lorain 
county  (whither  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  when  a child  of  five  summers),  and 
finished  his  studies  at  a select  school  in 
Elyria.  In  his  early  manhood  he  taught 
school  in  Elyria  and  Grafton  townships, 
and  also  at  Olmsted  Falls,  Cuyahoga 
county,  at  which  latter  he  taught  a num- 
ber of  terms.  On  retirincr  from  his  scho- 
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lastic  duties  he  commenced  farming  opera- 
tions, in  which  he  has  since  continued  with 
well-merited  success  in  Eaton  township, 
where  he  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  275 
acres,  all  well  improved.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  grain  and  root  crops,  he  does  an 
extensive  business  in  dairying,  milking; 
from  thirty-seven  to  forty  cows;  and  he  has 
also  dealt  largely  in  live  stock. 

In  August,  1844,  Mr.  Phelps  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Dover,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio, 
with  M iss  Harriet  Ann  Grimes,  a native 
of  Vermont,  daughter  of  Johnson  and  Amy 


(Hamilton)  Grimes,  also  of  the  Green 
M ountain  State,  who  came,  in  1S37,  to 
Dover  township,  Cuyahoga  county,  and 
thence  moved  to  Kalamazoo  county,  Micb.; 
the  father  died  in  1809  at  the  residence  of 
his  son-in-law,  our  subject;  the  mother  in 
1891.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr. and 
Mrs.  Phelps,  viz.:  Vernon  Beresford,  mar- 
ried and  residing  in  Eaton  township  (he 
has  five  children);  and  Frank  Herbert,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  Elyria. 

Mr."  Phelps  is  not  only  progressive,  but 
also  aggressive,  and  has  proven  to  the 
county  of  his  adoption  a most  useful,  loyal 
citizen.  To  him  is  due  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing secured  the  Eaton  Station  (situated  on 
his  farm)  for  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati, 
Chicago  A St.  Louis  Railroad,  toward 
which  he  subscribed  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  besides  paying  out  of  his 
own  pocket  §600  for  labor  done.  Poli- 
tically he  was  originally  a Whig,  then  a 
Republican,  voting  for  McClellan,  since 
when  he  has  been  a stanch  Democrat.  ' . 


-^TpHOMPSON  CLARK,  a well-known, 
native-born  agriculturist  of  Avon 
township,  first  saw  the  light  April 
^ 7,  1822,  on  the  farm  where  he  yet 

resides. 

He  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Polly 
(Seward)  Clark,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  removing  thence  to  Vermont,  where 
he  was  married  in  1816.  In  the  fall  of 
the  last  named  year  he  set  out  with  a team 
for  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  Co..  Ohio, 
and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year 
settled  on  a farm,  then  entirely  in  the 
woods,  where  he  built  a log  cabin  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He 
passed  from  earth  in  1867.  preceded  to  the 
grave  by  his  wife  in  1865.  They  had 
born  to  them  eight  children,  as  follows: 
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Samuel,  who  died  here  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two;  Lyman,  who  died  September  14, 
187G,  in  Steuben  county,  Ind.;  Daniel,  who 
married  and  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
he  died  in  1889;  Thompson,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch;  Clarissa,  Mrs. 
Amos  Moon,  who  died  in  Avon  township; 
Anna,  who  married  Justus  Butler,  and 
died  in  Indiana  in  1885;  Orilla,  who  mar- 
ried David  II.  Barnard,  of  Ridgeville,  and 
died  in  Olmsted,  Ohio,  in  1885;  and 
Naomi,  who  became  the  wife  of  Wilkes 
Ratbbnn,  and  died  in  1885  at  the  home  of 
our  subject.  Grandfather  Gaylord  Clark 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  in  an 
early  day  removed  thence  to  Addison,  Yt., 
where  he  died. 

Thompson  Clark  received  his  early  edu- 
cational trainino-  in  the  loo1  cabin  subscrip- 
tion  schools  of  that  early  period,  and  was 
reared  from  boyhood  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, which  he  has  made  his  life  vocation. 
In  1841  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane 
Young,  a native  of  Addison  county,  Yt., 
daughter  of  Alvahand  Lucretia  (Wilkison) 
Young,  also  natives  of  that  State,  and  early 
settlers  of  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  both 
died.  In  1871  this  wife  died,  leaving  no  liv- 
ing children, and  in  1873  Mr.  Clark  wedded, 
for  his  second  wife.  Miss  Amelia  Chand- 
ler, daughter  of  Harry  and  Beulah  (Ter- 
rell) Chandler,  all  natives  of  New  York 
State,  whence  in  an  early  day  they  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  first  in  Huron  countv,  and 
subsequently  taking  up  there  home  in 
Grafton  township,  Lorain  county.  Harry 
Chandler  died  in  1885  at  the  home  of  our 
subject,  preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife, 
who  died  in  Huron  county,  Ohio.  By  his 
second  marriao-e  Mr.  Clark  has  one  child, 
Samuel.  Our  subject  now  owns  the  old 
home  farm,  comprising  forty-eight  acres  of 
fertile  land,  all  in  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  his  party  preferences  he  is  a 
liberal  Republican,  though  in  local  poli- 
tics he  takes  an  independent  stand.  In  re- 
ligious connection  Mrs.  Clark  is  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Clark  j 
is  now  the  only  representative  of  one  of  the  j 


first  six  families  who  settled  in  Avon  town- 
ship. On  the  paternal  side  the  family  is 
of  English  origin,  while  on  the  mother’s 
| side  they  come  of  Scotch  and  French  ances- 
! try,  who  located  in  Connecticut  in  Colonial 
days.  William  Seward,  an  uncle  of  our 
subject,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 


Tr^RANIv  E.  BONSOR,  a well-known 
|p  contractor  and  builder,  of  Lorain,  is 
ii  a native  of  Iowa,  born  December  28, 
1860.  Charles  E.  Bonsor,  father  of 
1 our  subject,  was  born  in  England,  where 
1 he  learned  the  trade  of  brick  mason  and 
; contractor.  In  1849  he  came  to  America, 
j and  here  followed  his  trade  in  New  York 
City,  from  which  place  he  came  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  thence  moving  to  I ndianapolis, 
Ind.,  and  thence  to  Iowa,  where  he  fol- 
lowed contract  work  for  a number  of  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Oberlin,  whence,  after  a residence  of  eigh- 
teen  or  nineteen  years,  he  moved  to  Fred- 
; erickstown,  Mo.,  where  he  and  his  wife 
now  reside.  Mr.  Bonsor  married  Anna 
Watts,  who  was  also  a native  of  England, 
and  they  had  nine  children — seven  sons 
and  two  daughters — eight  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity. 

Frank  E.  Bonsor  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive State  until  three  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
where  he  received  his  education.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  brick  mason  with  his 
father,  and  in  1871,  then  but  eleven  years 
old,  he  worked  at  same  in  Chicago.  He 
was  connected  with  his  father  in  the  con- 
tracting business  at  Oberlin  for  a few 
years,  and  when  a young  man  superin- 
tended work  undertaken  by  him.  Among 
the  many  buildings  erected  in  Oberlin 
under  their  supervision  may  be  mentioned 
the  E.  J.  Goodrich  and  the  Henry  Blocks, 
Carter  Building,  Carpenter  Building, 
Ladies  Societv  A Call  Building,  Morris 
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Building,  Wooster  Block,  the  Town  Ilall, 
Besides  many  dwelling  houses.  They 
erected  the  greater  part  of  the  brick  build- 
ings in  Oberlin  until  1880,  when  Mr.  Bon- 
sor  came  to  Lorain,  and  he  has  since 
followed  contracting  and  building  in  vari- 
ous places.  lie  and  his  brothers  took  the 
contract  for  the  Home  State  Building,  in 
Knightstown,  Ind.,  and  they  received  the 
hicrhest  recommendations  for  work  done 

to 

on  this  edifice.  Air.  Bonsor  has  also  done 
contract  work  in  Columbus,  Cleveland,  and 
Vermillion,  Ohio,  and  his  record  during  his 
entire  career  has  been  second  to  none.  In 
1880  he  and  his  brothers  built  the  Bonsor 
Block,  the  largest  business  block  in  Lo- 
rain, a fine  building  78  by  SO  feet,  and 
three  stories  in  height.  In  1892  he 
erected  the  Opera  House,  a handsome 
three-story  brick  building,  41  by  101  feet. 

In  18S6  Air.  Bonsor  was  married  to 
Aliss  Flora  B.  Alapes,  and  they  have  two 
children,  namely:  Frank  and  Cleora.  In 
politics  he  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  F.  & A.  AI.  Air.  Bon- 
sor comes  from  a family  of  brick  masons. 
It  was  the  trade  of  his  father  and  grand- 
father, and  three  uncles  and  three  brothers 
also  follow  same. 


E.  STIAVALD,  a progressive,  en- 
terprising citizen  of  North  Am- 
herst, was  born  in  August,  1842, 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  parents, 
George  Aliehael  and  Alary  (Fox) 
Stiwald,  were  natives  of  Germany,  whence 
they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
about  1838,  locating  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Catherine,  a widow,  residing  in 
North  Amherst;  John,  who  died  in  1876 
in  Amherst  township;  Conrad,  living  in 
Michigan;  Emma,  who  died  in  1862; 
Gertrude,  who  died  in  1875;  and  A.  E. 


The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1846,  in 
Cleveland,  and  in  1852  his  widow  came  to 
Avon  township,  Lorain  county,  settling  on 
a farm,  where  she  resided  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1885,  in  North  Amherst. 

A.  E.  Stiwald,  our  subject,  was  reared 
up  to  the  age  of  ten  years  in  Cleveland, 
where  he  received  his  early  education,  and 
in  1852  came  with  his  mother  to  Avon 
township,  where  he  assisted  in  clearing  the 
farm.  On  August  15,  1862,  he  enlisted 
•in  Company  G,  One. Hundred  and  Seventh 
O.  V.  L,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
j mac.  He  participated  in  the  battles  in 
| Kentucky,  and  was  also  at  Gettysburg, 

! Fredericksburg,  and  most  of  the  other  en- 
| gagements  participated  in  by  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  took  part  in  the  Grand 
! Review  at  AVashington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
was  honorably  discharged  in  1865.  He 
i returned  to  Lorain  county,  and  in  1868 
| came  to  Amherst  township,  there  engaging 
in  farming  until  January  1,  1870,  when 
he  came  to  North  Amherst  and  engaged 
: in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  in  which  he 
! continued  until  1880.  He  is  now  enlaced 
1 in  raising  fruit. 

In  1865  Air.  Stiwald  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  with  Aliss 
Sarah  Ann  Jaycox,  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  daughter  of  Smith  Jaycox.  She 
died  in  1869,  and  in  1878  Air.  Stiwald  was 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  to  Aliss  Alaria 
White,  a native  of  England.  She  was  a 
| daughter  of  Robert  AVhite,  who  was  also 
born  in  England,  and  came  to  America,  lo- 
eating  in  Amherst  township,  Lorain  Co., 

■ Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1885.  To  Air.  and 
| Airs.  Stiwald  were  born  the  following 
named  children:  Florence  Eva.  Earl  C.. 
i Alaria  G.,  Grace  L.  and  Grover  Allen.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  very 
prominent  in  his  party,  and  has  been 
| elected  to  various  offices  of  trust;  he  filled 
the  position  of  town  clerk  in  North  Am- 
herst for  twelve  consecutive  years,  the 
longest  period  of  time  for  which  that  office 
has  been  held;  he  was  assessor  of  North 
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Amherst  two  years:  served  for  twelve 

years  as  township  trustee,  and  did  much 
toward  the  improvement  of  Amherst;  and 
was  clerk  of  the  joint  board  (township  and 
village)  during  the  building  of  the  Town 
Hall.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Rice  Post 
Ho.  ITS,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  served  as 
commander  two  terms,  and  is  now  officer 
of  the  day;  of  Plato  Lodge,  No.  203, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  been  secretary 
(he  has  passed  all  the  Chairs);  and  of  Am- 
herst Lodge  No.  74,  K.  of  P.,  of  which  he 
is  deputy  grand  chancellor.  Mr.  Stiwald 
is  an  energetic  citizen,  deeply  interested 
in  everything  tending  toward  the  improve- 
ment of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 


\ TILL  I AM  JAMESON,  a native- 

\/\  / born  farmer  citizen  of  Avon  town- 
Mi  ul  ship,  is  a son  of  Joseph  B.  and  Avis. 

(Smith)  Jameson,  the  father  a na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire,  the  mother  of 
Massachusetts,  where  they  were  married. 
In  1824  they  came  to  Lorain  county.  Ohio, 
settling  in  the  woods  of  Avon  township, 
where  they  opened  up  a farm  and  made  a 
permanent  home.  Mrs.  Jameson  died  in 
1834,* and  Mr.  Jameson  subsequently  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Horr,  who  died  in  Avon 
township  in  1893;  to -that  union  were  born 
four  children,  of  whom  M.  B.,  the  only 
survivor,  resides  in  Avon  township. 

William  Jameson,  whose  name  opens 
this  memoir,  was  born  in  1824.  in  Avon 
’ township,  where  he  was  reared,  and  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  in  the 
common  schools,  supplemented  by  one 
term  at  Norwalk.  He  taught  school  for 
seven  winters  in  Lorain  and'  Cuyahoga 
counties,  since  when  he  has  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1849  he  located  on  i 
a farm  in  Sheffield  township,  which  is  now  ! 
known  as  Randall's  Grove,  and  first  built 
a loo-  cabin  thereon,  which  was  afterward 
supplanted  by  a frame  house.  On  that 


place  he  resided  for  sixteen  years,  improv- 
ing the  land,  and  then,  in  1865,  bought  an 
improved  farm  of  102-J-  acres  in  Avon 
township,  to  which  he  himself  has  made 
many  new  improvements,  and  where  he 
has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming;  at  one  time  he  worked  on 
this  farm  for  twelve  dollars  per  month.  In 
1852  Mr.  Jameson  was  married,  in  Bir- 
mingham, Erie  county,  to  Miss  Laura  La- 
more,  who  was  a native  of  LaGrange  town- 
ship,. Lorain  county,  and  the  adopted 
daughter  of  Dr.  Beaman,  an  early  settler 
of  French  Creek,  Mrs.  Laura  Jameson 
died  in  1859,  leaving  one  child,  Clyde 
Burton,  who  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Everett  E.  and  Norris  Morey;  he 
resides  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  1859  our  sub- 
ject wedded,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Delia  F.  Stephens,  who  was  born  in  Berk- 
shire county,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Lovicia  (Foote)  Stephens,  both  natives 
of  Massachusetts  and  early  settlers  of  Avon 
township,  where  they  died.  To  this  union 
was  also  born  one  child,  George  Chauncy, 
who  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  University,  class  of  1893,  and  is 
now  located  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  His  mother 
died  in  1887.  In  politics  Mr.  Jameson  is 
a Republican,  and  has  served  as  assessor 
of  Sheffield  township.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
French  Creek. 


G LAYTON  CH  APMAN,  a rising  and 
brilliant  young  attorney  at  law,  and 
a justice  of  the  peace.  Elyria,  is  a 
native  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born 
February  5,  1868,  a son  of  Lucian  H.  and 
DeEtte  (Phelon)  Chapman,  also  natives  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  and  descended  from  old 
i Massachusetts  families. 

He  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of 
his  place  of  birth,  and  for  a time  taught 
j school.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty  he 


■ 

. 


LORAIN  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1137 


commenced  the  study  of  law  with  A.  R. 
Webber,  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  Lo- 
rain county,  whose  office  was  in  Elyria. 
On  March  5,  1891,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
l>ar,  and  at  once  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession  in  Elyria.  In 
November,  1890,  being  then  but  twenty- 
two  years  old,  he  was  elected  a justice  of 
the  peace  of  Elyria  township,  and  is  proba- 
bly the  youngest  justice  in  the  State  of 
Ohio.  He  has  already  proven  himself  a 
jurist  of  considerable  ability,  and  has  the 
reputation  of  interpreting  the  law  in  its 
strictest  sense  and  bearing,  particularly  in 
criminal  cases.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  politics,  and  socially  he  is 
a member  and  Regent  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  united  in  marriage 
August  31,  1S92,  with  Miss  Frances 
Mooers,  of  Elyria,  daughter  of  A.  H.  and 
Arlette  Mooers. 


E.  C A HO  ON  is  a native  of  the 
city  of  Elyria,  where  he  resides, 
and  was  born  May  15,  1840,  a 
son  of  William  O.  and  Melissa 
(Eldred)  Cahoon,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  the  State  of. New  York,  and  in 
1810,  then  two  years  old,  came  to  Ohio 
with  his  parents. 

Joseph  Cahoon,  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  the  first  settler  in  Dover,  Cuyahoga 
county,  and  the  old  home  place  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  members  of  the  family. 
Many  changes  have  taken  place  on  it  in 
the  lapse  of  years,  but  the  old  fireplace 
where  they  cooked  their  meals  is  still  ex- 
tant, also  apple  trees  planted  by  Grand- 
father Cahoon,  which  have  borne  fruit 
ever  since.  On  this  place  William  O. 
Cahoon  lived  till  he  was  about  seventeen 
years  old,  when  he  moved  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  State  for  a time;  then  return- 
ing northward  ho  finally,  in  1835,  settled 
in  Elyria,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 


of  his  days,  dying  in  1878.  His  widow 
passed  away  in  1888.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican  and  Free-soiler,  and  in  church 
connection  he  was  a Methodist.  His 
family  numbered  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. The  eldest  son,  E.  A.,  was  a member 
of  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  in 
which  he  served  two  and  one-half  years, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

W.  E.  Cahoon  received  his  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of 
his  home,  and  at  the  acre  of  seventeen  en- 
listed  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-fifth  O.  V.  I.,  one  hundred  days 
service,  which  reed  men  t was  sent  to  Vir- 
ginia,  Maryland,  Harper’s  Ferry,  Martins- 
burg  and  Maryland  Heights,  participating 
in  the  fight  at  John  Brown’s  Sehoolhouse. 
On  his  return  home  Mr.  Cahoon  learned 
the  trade  of  tinner,  which  he  followed 
about  twelve  years,  but  accidentally  losing 
his  right  arm  while  firing  off  a cannon  on 
Decoration  Day,  1874,  he  closed  up  his 
business  in  1878.  In  1875  he  was  elected 
assessor  of  Elyria  township,  tilling  the 
office  four  consecutive  years;  in  1882  he 
was  elected  county  recorder,  serving  till 
January  1,  1892,  since  when  he  has  been 
abstracter  of  titles. 

Mr.  Cahoon  was  married,  July  30,  1874, 
to  Mrs.  M.  P.  (Bush)  Tyler,  who  was  born 
in  Fremont,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Enrotus  H.  and  Mary  (Goodsell)  Bush, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  Politically  our  subject  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  socially  he  is  a member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Royal  Arcanum. 


OBERT  COWLES,  well-known  in 
r(  Eaton  township  as  a well-to-do 
v\  farmer  and  dairyman,  and  respected 
as  a loyal  and  useful  citizen,  is  a 
native  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  born 
in  1836. 

He  is  a son  of  William  and  Mary  (Com- 
mode) Cowles,  also  natives  of  the  Isle  of 
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Man,  who  in  1837  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  worked  at  his 
trade,  that  of  hatter.  In  1819  they  came 
to  Eaton  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
here  in  the  wild  woods  the  family  made  a 
clearing;  for  a new  home,  there  residing  till 
about  1861,  when  the  father  moved  to 
Fulton  county,  Ohio,  thence  to  Lake  town- 
ship, Wood  Co.,  same  State.  He  died  in 
1875,  his  wife  in  1851.  while  they  were 
living  in  Eaton  township.  A brief  record 
of  the  children  born  to  this  couple  is  as 
follows:  John  died  about  I860  in  Fulton 

county,  Ohio  (during  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed, in  Fulton  county,  in  the  Sixty- 
seventh  O.  Y.  I.,  served  three  years, 
veteranized,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the 
war);  Jane  was  married  to  Thomas  Crane, 
and  died  June  11,  1889,  in  Wood  county, 
Ohio;  Robert  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Charles  resides  in  Michigan  (he  enlisted  in 
the  Civil  war  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio); 
Henry  died  in  April,  1891,  in  Wood  county 
(he  enlisted  in  Fulton  county  in  the  Sixty- 
seventh  0.  Y.  I.,  and  served  till  the  close 
of  the  war);  William  also  enlisted  in  Ful- 
ton county,  Ohio  (he  died  in  Michigan); 
Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  Peter  Domito, 
died  in  1875  in  Adrian,  Michigan. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  was, 
as  will  be  seen,  an  infant  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  this  country.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  schools  of  Rochester, 
FT.  Y.,  and  was  trained  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  farm.  In  1851  lie  moved  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner,  at  which  he  worked 
in  that  city  for  some  years.  In  1860  he 
went  to  Pike’s  Peak  by  the  overland  route, 
and  there  labored,  and  followed  his  trade; 
thence  proceeded  to  South  Park,  where  he 
worked  two  years,  making  salt.  From 
there,  in  1863,  he  proceeded  by  overland 
route  to  California,  and  engaged  in  team- 
ing  at  Sutter  Creek  until  1865,  in  which 
year  he  went  to  Boise  City,  Idaho,  where 
he  was  enoaoed  in  the  construction  of  a 
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building  to  be  used  as  a factory  wherein 


to  grind  quartz  rock.  After  one  year  he 
returned  to  Amador  county,  Cal.,  and 
from  there,  in  1873,  came  to  Ohio,  first 
tarrying  in  Wood  county,  and  thou  from 
there  coming,  in  1880,  to  Lorain  county, 
finally  settling  in  Eaton  township,  where 
he  has  since  carried  on  farming  operations, 
including  dairying. 

In  1878  Mr.  Cowles  was  married  to 
Miss  Betsy  Jane  Spaulding,  born  in  Eaton 
township,  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Repta 
(Howard)  Spaulding  (both  now  deceased), 
. natives  of  Few  Hampshire,  who  in  1836 
came  to  Lorain  county,  and  in  1839  moved 
on  a farm  in  Eaton  township  now  owned  by 
R.  Cowles,  with  their  family  of  six  children 
— four  sons  and  two  daughters.  One 
daughter  died  at  the  acre  of  twelve  years; 

| the  rest  grew  up  on  the  farm.  In  their 
wilderness  home  they  lived  for  some  time, 
the  nearest  neighbors  beirm  one  mile  dis- 
taut,  and  the  farm  was  slowly  cleared.  Mr. 
and  Firs.  Spaulding  died  on  the  farm, 
June  10,  1863,  and  April  22,  1875,  re- 
I spectively.  The  remaining  daughter  still 
lives  on  the  farm.  Politically  Mr.  Cowles 
is  a Republican;  Mrs.  Cowles  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county. 


(r%'  AMUEL  BEAL,  a leading  agricnl- 
turist  of  Elyria  township,  is  a native 
of  Lorain  county,  born  May  7,  1816. 
a son  of  Philip  and  Eva  (Smith) 
Beal,  who  were  married  in  Germany,  where 
three  of  their  children  were  born.  They 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  on  a farm  where  the 
father  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Eva  (wife  of  Chris- 
topher Decker),  Maria  (wife  of  John  Xolpe), 
Lewis  (now  in  Michigan),  Susie  (wife  of 
C.  Heeg),  Paul,  Mary,  Moses  and  Samuel. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  at  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  township,  and  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  In  1870  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine  Eppley,  and  eight 
children  were  born  to  them,  named  as  iol- 
lows:  Frank  (married  to  Mary  Barth), 
Cora  (wife  of  Vernon  Bender,  and  has  one 
child,  Lydia),  Ora,  Samuel,  Charles,  Har- 
vey, Earl  and  Elmer.  Mr.  Beal  owns  14-1 
acres  of  land,  and  by  industry  and  per- 
serverance  has  accumulated  a snug  com-  i 
petence.  In  his  political  preferences  lie  is 
a Republican,  and  in  matters  of  religion  he 
is  an  adherent  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 


MASA  WEST,  retired  farmer  and 
' blacksmith,  the  cheerful  ring  of 
whose  anvil  has  been  heard  for 
miles  around  his  “ smiddy  ” for 
many  a day  in  Russia  township,  is 
a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  June  9, 
1817,  in  Berkshire  county,  a son  of  Joshua 
and  Mary  (Newell)  West,  both  also  natives 
of  Berkshire  county,  the  mother  born  in 
the  town  of  Lenox. 

Joshua  West,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  1774,  and  his  father  hailed  from 
the  Cape  Cod  District.  The  family  de- 
scend from  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
from  England  to  America  many  years  ago, 
one  of  whom  was  entirely  lost  sight  of. 
Joshua  West  was  a lifelong  farmer.  He 
married  Mary  Newell,  and  in  Lee,  Berk- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  were  born  to  them  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  reached  maturity, 
as  follows:  Washington,  a farmer,  who 
died  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  county; 
Carlos,  a blacksmith  by  trade,  who  died  in 
Tabor,  Iowa;  Josiah  N..  a blacksmith  by 
trade,  who  also  died  in  Tabor,  Iowa; 
Oliver,  a farmer  of  Pittsfield  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  he  died;  Mary,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  Wolcott,  died 
in  Pittsfield;  Amasa,  subject  of  this  sketch ; 


Jesse,  who  died  in  Tabor,  Iowa,  being  the 
first  of  the  family  to  pass  away  (he  was  a 
strong  Abolitionist  and  a warm  friend  of 
the  negro);  and  Jane,  widow  of  Albert 
Root,  of  Pittsfield,  Ohio. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1832  our  subject 
and  his  brother  Oliver  came  to  Ohio  by 
sleigh,  there  still  being  snow  on  the 
ground  as  far  as  nine  miles  west  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where,  snow  now  disappear - 
incr,  they  traded  their  sleigh  for  a wagon, 
which  brought  them  on  to  Wellington, 
Lorain  county,  where  an  older  brother, 
Josiah  Newell  West,  a blacksmith,  had 
located,  in  whose  shop  our  subject  com- 
menced an  apprenticeship.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  the  parents,  with  four  of 
the  remaining  children  - Washington, 
Jesse,  Mary  and"  Jane — came  to  Lorain 
county  from  Massachusetts,  making  the 
journey  with  two  wagons — a two-horse 
and  a single.  They  made  their  new  home 
in  Wellington  township,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  the  center,  on  a totally 
unimproved  farm  then  almost  all  in  the 
woods;  and  after  a few  years’  residence 
there  the  father  moved  to  Portage  county. 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  farming.  In 
November,  1854,  while  on  his  way  to 
Pittsfield  on  business,  he  stopped  over- 
night at  a wayside  tavern,  some  ten  miles 
southeast  of  Cleveland,  where  he  acci- 
dentally fell  downstairs  and  was  killed;  he 
was  buried  in  Pittsfield  cemetery.  His 
widow  died  in  1831,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
beside  him.  Mr.  West  in  politics  was  a 
Whig,  and  in  church  relationship  was  a 
Presbyterian  till  coming  to  Ohio,  when  he 
united  with  the  Congregationalists.  At 
the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  in  comfort- 
able circumstances,  and  in  his  earlier  days 
he  was  one  of  the  leading  and  most 
prosperous  farmers  of  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts. 

Amasa  West,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  educated  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  neio-hborhood  of  his  home, 
and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  till  fifteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  to  learn 
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the  trade  of  blacksmith  at  'Wellington, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years, 
lie  then  worked  out,  earning  various 
wages  at  different  places,  at  one  smithy 
receiving  one  hundred  dollars  a year  and 
his  hoard,  a day’s  work  often  being  twelve 
or  fourteen  hours.  After  his  marriage  he 
located  at  'Windham,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  there  followed  his  trade  till  Novem- 
ber, 1843,  when  he  moved  to  Pittsfield, 
Lorain  county.  Here  he  bought  a farm 
on  which  he  resided  till  1833.  when  he 
sold  out,  moved  back  to  Windham,  and 
bought  a farm  of  150  acres,  where  he 
lived  till  the  death  of  his  wife  in  Septem- 
ber, 1854;  in  1855  he  sold  his  farm  and 
traveled  for  two  years.  "While  in  Pitts- 
field Mr.  West  had  been  for  one  and  one- 
half  years  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
but  failing  health  caused  him  to  abandon 
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it,  and  in  1859  he  bought  a farm  in 
Henrietta,  where  he  lived  till  the  spring 
of  1879.  He  then  moved  to  Oberlin  in 
order  to  have  his  children  educated,  and 
while  there  he  sold  the  farm  in  Henrietta 
township,  buying  his  present  one  in  Rus- 
sia township,  on  which  he  has  erected  a 
modern  residence,  where  he  now  lives  in 
retirement. 

On  October  14,  1840,  while  working  at 
his  trade  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  Mr. 
West  was  married  in  'Windham  to  Miss 
Hannah  Lyman,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Lyman,  the  first  settler  in  Windham  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  and  bv  this  union 
there  were  three  children:  Martha,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Mary  L. 
(now  Mrs..  Ira  D.  Bryant,  of  Spencer, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio),  and  Hannah  M..  living 
at  home  with  her  father.  This  wife  died 
in  September,  1854,  and  for  his  second 
wife  Mr.  West  married,  on  May  28,  1858, 
Nancy  B.  Dudley,  a native  of  Vermont, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Dudley.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  five  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  the  remaining  two 
being  .Edward  D.,  a plumber  by  trade, 
and  Harriet  A.,  V home  with  her  father. 
The  mother  of  these  passed  from  earth 


| November  20,  1885,  and  lies  buried  in 
Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county.  Polit- 
i ically  Mr.  West  was  originally  a Whig, 
his  first  Presidential  vote  beino-  cast  for 

to 

| William  II.  Harrison,  and  he  is  now  a 
i liberal  Republican.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church  since  1843,  and 
has  frequently  held  office  in  same. 


IS.  STRAW.  Prominent  ainoncr  the 

O 

thoroughly  representative  agricultur- 
_y  ists  of  Carlisle  township  is  found  this 
gentleman. 

O > _ 

He  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born 
April  29.  1830,  a son  of  Ezra  and  Hannah 
i (Col heath)  Straw,  of  New  Hampshire 
birth.  In  an  early  day  Ezra  Straw  moved 
to  the  northern  part  of  New  York  State, 
and  thence,  in  1833,  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  locating  at  first  in  Huntington 
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l township,  afterward  in  Sheffield  township, 

! and  finally  settling  in  Amherst  township. 
Lie  died  in  1854,  his  wife  in  1887.  In 
his  political  sympathies  he  was  originally 
I an  Old-line  Whig,  in  later  years  a Repub- 
lican. They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
! children  whom  they  reared  to  maturity, 

| five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely:  I.  S., 
i subject  of  this  memoir;  Ezra,  a farmer  of 
| Black  River  township;  Selina,  widow  of 
i Sylvester  Potter,  of  North  Amherst; 
i Marina,  wife  of  W.  P.  Potter,  of  North 
I Amherst;  Sophia,  wife  of  G.  W.  Barns,  of 
; Amherst  township.  On  the  father’s  side 
the  family  are  German,  on  the  mother’s 
they  are  English. 

As  will  be  seen,  our  subject  was  a small 
boy  when  his  parents  came  to  Lorain 
j cuunty,  and  he  was  here  reared  and  edu- 
! cated,  receiving  a thoroughly  practical 
! training  to  farming  pursuits  under  his 
father’s  tuition.  In  1804  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Carlisle  township,  one 
: of  the  most  fertile  and  best  kept  in  the 
! county.  Mr.  Straw  has  been  thrice  mar- 
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ried:  first  time,  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in 
1854,  to  Miss  Jane  Murray,  a native  of 
Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
daughter  of  Abner  and  Betsey  Murray, 
pioneers  of  that  township,  where  the 
mother  died;  the  father  passed  away  in 
Norwalk,  Ohio.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  three  children,  viz.:  Murray  A.,  who 
died  in  Colorado;  Charles  (married),  resid- 
ing in  Elyria  (has  three  children:  Isaac  N., 
Earl  and  Nellie);  and  Jennie  M.,  wife  of 
Harvey  Walls,  of  Elyria.  The  mother  of 
these  was  called  from  earth  in  1863,  and 
for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Straw  married, 
January  8,  1864,  Miss  Betsey  Lawrence,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  daughter  of  Steven 
Lawrence,  a pioneer  of  Carlisle  township, 
Lorain  county;  she  died  August  6,  1889. 
In  July,  1892,  Mr.  Straw  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Penney  Willson. 
In  his  political  sympathies  our  subject  is 
a straight  Republican,  active  in  the  inter- 
ests of  his  party.  He  has  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  was  a director  of  the 
County  Infirmary  sixteen  years,  lie  is 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  as  a useful, 
loyal  and  progressive  citizen. 


Hi  ENTRY  TOWNSEND.  This  gen- 
tleman,  who  ranks  among  the  well- 
_J  known  farmer  citizens  of  Carlisle 
township,  was  born  in  1831,  in 
Warwickshire,  England.  His  par- 
ents, William  and  Ann  (Darlow)  Town- 
send, were  natives  of  the  same  county, 
where  they  passed  their  entire  lives,  the 
father  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  the 
mother  in  about  1863. 

Henry  Townsend  was  reared  in  England, 
receiving  during  his  youth  but  limited 
educational  advantages,  and  after  his 
school  days  were  over  followed  farming  in 
his  native  country  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
six.  In  1857  he  immigrated  to  America, 
proceeding  at  once  to  Elyria,  Lorain  Co., 
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Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
work.  lie  subsequently  went  to  Sugar 
Ridge,  Ridgeville  township,  and  in  1862 
came  to  Carlisle  township,  locating  on  the 
fa  rin  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  purchased  twenty-nine  acres,  then  in 
the  woods,  cleared  a place  to  build  a 
house,  and  has  made  all  the  improvements 
on  the  tract  with  Ids  own  hands.  He  has 
added  to  the  farm  from  time  to  time,  and 
now  owns  one  hundred  acres,  all  hmhlv 
improved  and  cultivated,  upon  which  he 
has  erected  a good  house  and  barn.  A 
sister  of  our  subject,  the  wife  of  John 
Smith,  who  came  to  Lorain  county  in 
1857,  resides  on  an  adjoining  farm  in 
Carlisle  township. 

Tn  1862  Mr.  Townsend  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Eaton  township,  with  Miss 
Ann  Roach,  who  was  born  in  Northamp- 
tonshire, England,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Eames)  Roach.  Her  parents, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Northampton- 
shire, in  1856  came  from  England  to  the 
United  States,  locating  first  in  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they 
remained  one  year,  thence  moving  to  Ridge- 
ville, where  they  resided  for  two  years.  The 
family  next  lived  a year  at  Plum  Creek,  and 
finally  moved  to  Eaton  township,  where 
they  opened  up  a farm,  and  made  a per- 
manent home.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Roach  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Mattock,  of  De- 
fiance county,  Ohio;  Ann,  Mrs.  Townsend ; 
Joseph,  married  and  residing  in  Hall 
county,  Neb.;  William,  who  enlisted,  in 
1861,  in  Company  K,  Twenty-third 
O.  V".  I.,  and  was  killed  November  15. 
1861,  at  Camp  Ewing,'  W.  Va.  (he  was 
accidentally  shot) ; Thomas,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy, in  England;  Betsey,  wife  of  Henry 
Montague,  residing  in  New  Chanute, 
Kans. ; Sophia,  wife  of  Peter  Watts, 
of  Knightstown,  Henry  Co.,  Ind. ; and 
Thomas,  a resident  of  Eaton  township. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Am- 
herst township  in  1856,  the  father  in  1888 
at  the  home  of  Mr.  Townsend. 
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In  politics  our  subject  is  a Republican, 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
liis  party,  and  has  served  As  trustee  and 
supervisor  of  his  township.  lie  has  al- 
ways followed  farming  in  the  township, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  among  the  most 
prominent  and  highly  respected  members 
of  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 
To  their  union  have  come  two  children,  as 
follows:  William,  who  on  April  "22,  1886, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Celia 
Jane  Philpott,  of  Elyria  (he  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  home  farm);  and  Martha 
Sophia,  at  home. 


E.  SQUIRES,  a well-known  mer- 
chant at  Turner's  Mills,  is  a native 
of  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  born  Au- 
gust 16,  1S37.  in  Carlisle  township. 
His  parents,  Abner  and  Lois 
Squires,  were  nati\gs  of  Vermont,  and  in 
1831  migrated  westward  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  settling  in  Carlisle,  where  the 
father,  who  was  a farmer,  died  in  1851, 
his  widow  in  1864.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  political  faith.  These  pioneers  reared 
a family  of  eight  children  (four  of  whom 
are  yet  living),  namely:  Emily,  widow  of 
Abel  M.  Thorpe,  residing  in  Elyria  town- 
ship; Ida,  who  was  married  to  A.  Pang- 
born,  and  died  in  Elyria  township;  Anson, 
deceased  in  Elyria;  Truman,  married,  and 
residing  in  Story  county.  Iowa;  Susan, 
wife  of  Charles  B.  Sutliff,  both  now  de- 
ceased; Ezra,  married,  and  residing  in 
Michigan;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Halford,  who  died 
in  Pittsfield;  and  A.  E. 

A.  E.  Squires  was'  reared  in  his  native 
township,  receiving  his  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  the  district.  In  1861 
he  enlisted,  for  three  years,  in  Company 
K,  Twenty-third  Regiment,  O.  Y.  I.,  was 
mustered  in  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
served  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
participating  in  the  engagements  at  South 


Mountain  and  Antietam,  besides  many 
skirmishes.  In  1864  he  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  and  returned  home,  but 
subsequently  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  the 
Eleventh  O.  Y.  I.,  and  was  with  Sherman 
on  his  march  to  the  sea,  served  throughout 
the  Carolina  campaign,  and  took  part  in 
the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
Camp  Dennison,  and  immediately  returned 
to  Carlisle  township,  where  he  commenced 
to  follow  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
builder. 

On  January  31,  1860  Mr.  Squires  was 
married,  in  Carlisle  township,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Cornell,  who  -was  born  in  Pitts- 
field, Lorain  county,  daughter  of  George 
Cornell,  an  early  pioneer  of  the  county, 
where  he  lived  and  died.  To  this  union 
was  born  one  son,  Orville,  whose  mother 
died  in  1883.  On  August  1,  1892,  Mr. 
Squires  was  married,  in  Carlisle  township, 
to  Mrs.  Emma  Pember,  widow  of  DeWitt 
Petnber,  of  Carlisle;  she  is  a native  of 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  William 
Manning,  who  removed  from  Summit 
county  to  Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  he  died  in  1867.  In  politics  Mr. 
Squires  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  served  for 
one  year,  1891.  as  postmaster  at  Turner’s 
Mills,  when  the  office  was  discontinued. 
He  has  been  engao-ed  in  the  grocery  bnsi- 
ness  at  Turner’s  Mills  since  1890. 


ARREN  W.  BLAINE,  owner  of 
as  fertile  and  well-conducted  a 
farm  as  can  be  found-  in  Ridge- 
ville  township,  is  a native  of  same, 
born  in  1837,  a son  of  Richard  and  Fannie 
(Fuller)  Blaine. 

Richard  Blaine  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Wilson  and  Han- 
nah (Yannatten)  Blaine,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  respect- 
ively. In  1819,  when  Richard  was  a lad 
of  six  summers,  they  came  from  Genesee 


■ 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO, 


1145 


county,  N.  Y.,  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
and  made  a settlement  in  Ridgeville  town- 
shij),  at  that  time  all  woodland.  Wilson 
Blaine  lived  also  fora  time  in  Eaton  town- 
ship, but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
passed  in  Bidgeville,  where  lie  and  his  wife 
died,  the  latter  in  1861.  Grandfather 
Warren  Fuller  came  to  Olmsted,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio,  in  an  early  day. 

Richard  Blaine,  tather  of  subject,  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  common  schools 
of  Ridgeville  township,  and  at  La  Porte. 
He  made  agriculture  his  life  work,  and  be- 
came prosperous.  He  was  married,  in 
Olmsted,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Fannie  Fuller,  and  they  then  commenced 
married  life  on  the  homestead  in  Ridge- 
ville township,  Lorain  county,  making 
their  home  in  an  old  log  cabin.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  four  in  number,  as 
follows:  Warren  "W.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
James,  who  resides  in  Cleveland;  Vesty, 
wife  of  Noah  Peck,  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship;  and  Ilarlon,  who  died  in  Ridgeville 
township  about  1856.  The  father  of  these 
died  in  1877,  the  mother  in  1886.  He  : 
was  at  first  a Whig  in  his  political  views, 
later  a Republican,  and  served  in  various 
township  offices. 

Warren  AY.  Blaine,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools  of  Ridgeville 
township,  which  he  supplemented  with  a j 
course  of  study  at  Berea  (Ohio)  College.  ; 
He  had  a practical  training  in  agricultural  \ 
pursuits  under  his  father's  tuition,  and  has  j 
made  farming  his  life  work..  In  1861  he  ! 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Eliza- 
beth Watson,  a native  of  Ridgeville  town-  1 
ship,  Lorain  county,  daughter  of  John  ' 
AVatson  (deceased),  who  was  an  English- 
man by  birth  and  an  early  settler  of  Ridge-  * 
ville.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this  ! 
union,  as  follows:  Martin,  residing  in  ! 

Ridgeville,  who  is  married,  and  has  two 
children,  Theodore  and  Alelvin;  R.  E.,  wife  : 
of  Ed.  Terrell,  residing  in  Elyria,  has  two 
children,  Orville  and  Elfa:  Elfa,  who  was  : 
the  wife  of  John  Reed,  and  died  in  Cali-  | 


fornia  in  1888,  leaving  one  child,  Olive  E. : 
Janie,  Ilarlon,  Fannie  and  Emma.  Mr. 
Blaine  owns  the  old  homestead  in  Ridge- 
ville  township,  aggregating  131  acres  of 
well-cultivated  land.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican. 


Hi  EDISON  E.  LORD,  manufacturer 
jj  |\  of  cigars,  Elyria,  is  a native  of 
tr ^ Connecticut,  born  at  Warehouse 
f/1  Point,  Hartford  county,  October  16, 
1842,  a son  of  Chester  Adkins  and 
Lucretia  (Moran)  Lord,  also  natives  of  the 
Nutmeg  State,  and  descended  from  old 
New  England  stock.  The  father,  who  was 
for  over  forty  years  a stationary  engineer, 
lived  to  be  eighty-two  years  of  age.  They 
had  eight  children  (subject  being  the  young- 
est), of  whom  one  son  and  four  daughters 
are  yet  living.  The  parents  died  in  1845, 
on  May  17  and  July  2,  respectively. 

Addison  E.  Lord  received  his  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity  of 
his  place  of  birth,  and  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen (1857)  went  on  a whaling  expedition 
to  the  sea  of  Ochotsk,  east  of  Russia  in 
Asia  (eastern  Siberia);  thence  sailed  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  visiting,  among  other  places 
of  importance,  New  Zealand.  In  July, 
1861,  he  returned  to  his  old  home,  to  find 
the  country  about  to  plunge  into  a terrible 
Civil  war,  and  he  remained  but  one  short 
month  in  peaceful  quietude,  when,  fired 
by  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  joined  the 
U.  S.  navy  as  a seaman.  He  served  three 
years  and  four  months,  cruising  along  the 
coast  from  the  Mississippi  to  Galveston, 
Texas.  In  the  winter  of  1864  he  once 
more  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  peace, 
coming  direct  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  where  lie 
had  a brother  en  marred  in  the  cigar-making 
business,  with  whom  he  found  employment, 
learning  the  trade.  AVith  him  he  remained 
until  1874,  when  he  opened  out  in  the 
same  town  for  his  own  account,  doing  an 
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exclusively  wholesale  business  till  1877, 
in  which  year  he  moved  into  his  present 
building,  and  commenced  the  retail  trade 
in  company  with  F.  H.  Sudro  (abandoning 
the  wholesale);  he  has  since  done  a flour- 
ishing business,  keeping  a large  and  choice 
stock,  chiefly  of  his  own  manufacture. 

Mr.  Lord  was  married  in  January,  18G6, 
to  Miss  Louise  Ward,  a native  of  Elyria, 
and  three  children  came  to  brighten  their 
home,  viz.:  Burton  IL,  died  April  17.  1870; 
Ed.  G.  and  Pearl.  Mrs.  Lord’s  parents, 
Lyman  and  Calista  Ward,  were  natives  of 
Vermont;  the  father  died  August  G,  1872, 
the  mother  November  8,  187G.  Mr.  Lord 
is  a Republican  in  politics;  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  I.  O.  O.  F.  and 
G.  A.  K.,  and  a charter  member  of  the 
K.  of  IL,  L.  of  IL,  and  I.  O.  F.  Of  the  j 
I.  O.  O.  F.  he  has  been  a member  for  ! 
twenty-three  years,  has  filled  the  Chairs  j 
from  warden  to  noble  grand,  and  has  been 
a representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Mr.  | 
Lord  is  a useful  citizen,  popular  and  pro- 
gressive. and  has  done  his  part  toward  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  his  adopted 
county  and  town. 


\ R.  MOL  SEY,  the  leading  veterin- 
|i  ary  surgeon  of  Elyria,  was  born 
> April  19,  1858,  in  Mansfield,  Rich- 
land Co..  Ohio,  a son  of  IL  R.  and 
Sallie  (Dennison)  Moysey,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England.  In 
1852  R.  R.  Moysey  came  from  England  to 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  for  six- 
teen years,  and  then  moved  to  Kelley's 
Island,  Ohio,  where  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  grape 
culture  and  wine  making,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Sweet  Valley  Wine 
Company. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  at  the  common  schools  of  the 


vicinity  of  his  place  of  birth,  and  was 
reared  to  his  father’s  grape  business  on 
Kelley’s  Island  in  Lake  Erie,  until  he 
commenced  the  study  of  veterinary  sur- 
gery. In  1885  he  entered  the  Veterinary 
CoUeire  at  Chicago,  graduating  from  same 
in  1887.  He  then  came  to  Elyria,  and 
practiced  his  profession  exclusively  till 
about  two  years  ago,  when  he  opened  a 
livery  stable  in  connection,  having  as  a 
partner  J.  L.  Reed,  and  he  does  an  exten- 
sive business  in  both  interests. 

On-  April  24,  1888,  D.  R.  Moysey  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sallie  D. 
Carpenter  (who  was  also  reared  on  Kelley’s 
Island),  daughter  of  Charles  Carpenter, 
who  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn.;  her 
mother  was  born  at  Rockport,  Ohio,  and 
was  one  of  the  old  Kelley  family.  To  this 
marriage  children  were  born  as  follows: 
Lynne,  Mildred.  Mabel  and  Florence.  Our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  is  a popular, 
loyal  citizen. 


HI  LIP  R1TZENTHALER,  a mem- 
ber of  the  well-known  firm  of  Breck- 
en ridge  & Ritzen thaler,  merchants, 
Ivipton,  is  a native  of  Baden.  Ger- 
many, born  August  14,  1841,  a son 
of  Philip  Ritzenthaler. 

In  1851  the  family,  consisting  of  parents, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  left  the 
Fatherland  for  the  distant  shores  of  Amer- 
ica, sailing  from  Havre,  France,  for  New 
York,  where  they  landed  after  a voyage 
of  thirty  days.  From  there  they  proceeded 
to  Dunkirk,  thence  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and 
in  Milan  township,  Erie  county,  the  father 
bought  land.  Later  he  moved  to  Wake- 
man  township,  Huron  county,  where  he 
sojourned  a short  time,  and  then,  on  ac- 
count of  impaired  health,  came  to  Nor- 
walk, same  county,  where  he  lived  a retired 
life,  and  died  in  March,  1861.  He  was 
well-to-do,  but  having  financially  assisted 
other  German  families  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica, and  failing  to  be  repaid  by  them  in 
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any  shape,  he  lost  a considerable  amount 
of  money,  lie  had  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  are  yet  living:  Barnhart, 
a farmer  in  Baden,  Germany;  Charles,  a 
farmer  of  Ontario  county,  X.  Y.;  George, 
of  Erie  county,  Ohio;  Philip,  subject  of 
sketch;  Mary,  Mrs.  Anthony  Siebolt,  of 
Erie  county,  Ohio;  and  Emma,  Mrs.  Nahin, 
a widow,  of  Fremont,  Ohio. 

Philip  Ritzenthaler,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  a limited  education  at 
the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  being  now  in  Ohio  with 
his  parents,  left  home  to  do  for  himself. 
In  1857  he  came  to  Ivipton,  and  worked 
for  O.  Bowen,  who  then  conducted  a hotel, 
and  was  also  ticket  agent  for  the  Lake 
Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  that  place,  and  also  attended  the 
pumping  station  for  the  same  company. 
Here  he  remained  some  four  or  five 
months,  and  then  went  to  the  farm  of 
Hiram  Prentice,  near  Kipton,  with  whom 
he  worked  for  some  years  at  from  four  to 
eight  dollars  per  month,  and  hoard,  in  the 
summers,  and  in  the  winters  for  his  board 
only,  as  he  attended  school  a good  part  of 
the  time.  From  Mr.  Prentice  he  went  in 
1861  to  live  with  John  P.  Lee,  but  Octo- 
ber 31,  same  year,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  F orty-third  O.  V.  I.;  he  participated  | 
in  the  battle  of  Xew  Madrid  (near  Island 
Xo.  10),  the  Corinth  campaign,  and  second 
battle  of  Corinth.  After  serving  two  years 
and  three  months,  he  reenlisted,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  ex- 
periencing all  the  hardships  of  that  mem- 
orable campaign.  He  served  in  ail  three 
years  and  tune  months.  In  July,  1865, 
he  was  discharged  from  the  service  at 
Louisville,  Ivy.,  returning  to  Camden  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  for  two  years  fol- 
lowing  again  worked  for  Hiram  Prentice. 
In  1867  lie  went  to  Moore  county.  Minn., 
and  cultivated  a piece  of  land  he  had  pur- 
chased there,  but  after  a residence  of  two 
years  and  three  months  he  returned  to 
Kipton.  In  1869,  after  his  marriage,  he  | 
and  his  young  wife  went  into  housekeep-  j 


ing  in  Ontario  county,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
managed  a farm  for  three  years,  and  once 
more  returned  to  Ivipton.  In  1880  Mr. 
Ritzenthaler  entered  the  general  store  of 
William  Douglass  at  Ivipton,  as  partner, 
and  after  two  years  served  as  postmaster 
under  C.  A.  Arthur,  at  the  same  time 
clerking  in  the  store  of  Douglass  & Rose.  * 
For  some  time  thereafter  he  was  in  the 
creamery  business  with  E.  Jones,  of  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio;  later  became  clerk  for  B.  F. 
Brecken ridge  at  Kipton,  and  in  1890  they 
formed  a partnership  which  has  since  con- 
tinued. 

In  July,  1869,  our  subject  married  Miss 
Hattie  M.  Allen,  born  in  Henrietta  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Rose- 
well  Allen.  She  died  in  1875  in  Kipton, 
and  was  buried  in  Oberlin,  the  mother  of 
two  children:  Xellie  M..  now  Mrs.  Will- 
iam L.  Moninger,  of  Waynesboro,  Penn., 
and  Laura  M.,  now  Mrs.  L.  C.  Bates,  of 
Lorain,  Ohio.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Ritzenthaler  married,  in  1879,  Miss  Annetta 
Eddy,  who  was  born  in  Camden  township, 
Lorain  county,  a daughter  of  Squire  Eddy, 
a pioneer  citizen  of  Camden  township.  To 
this  union  were  born  children,  as  follows: 
Nettie  L ; Reuben  E.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  months,  and  Flossie  E.,  all  living,  in 
his  political  sympathies  our  subject  has 
always  been  a stanch  Republican,  has  held 
various  township  offices,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  clerk  with  fidelity  and  ability. 


ENRY  PIFER.  This  representa- 
tive, prosperous  agriculturist  of 
Rochester  township  is  a son  of 
Christian  and  Catherine  (Garner) 
Pifer,  natives  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  1836  the  parents  came  to  Ohio,  lo- 
cating on  a farm  in  Orange  township, 
Ashland  county,  where  the  father  bought 
thirty  acres  of  wild  land,  that  part  of  the 
country  being  entirely  new,  without  a single 
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road  in  it,  only  blazed  trees  marking  a path 
through  the  woods.  A temporary  log 
house  was  built,  and  in  course  of  time  a 
better  one;  thirty  acres  were  added  to  the 
first  purchase,  and,  later,  still  more,  until 
the  farm  aggregated  114  acres.  Children 
as  follows  were  born  to  this  pioneer 
couple:  Jacob,  who  resides  in  Marion 
county,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  single,  who  re- 
sides on  the  home  farm;  Martha,  who 
makes  her  home  in  Brighton,  Lorain 
county;  Mary,  who  is  the  widow  of  Isaac 
Lydick,  of  Orange  township,  Ashland 
county;  Samuel,  a farmer  of  Orange 
township;  and  Henry,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  in  July,  1881,  aged  seventy-five 
years;  the  mother  on  August  20,  1893,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years, 
one  month,  fourteen  days,  and  they  lie 
side  by  side  in  Orange  cemetery,  Ashland 
county.  They  were  members  of  the  Dunk- 
ard  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Lifer  was 
a Republican. 

Henry  Lifer,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  September  11,  1841, 
in  Orange  township,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio. 
In  1865  he  came  to  Lorain  county,  where 
for  a year  he  was  employed  on  the  farm  of 
Josephus  Clark,  and  then  rented  land. 
After  his  marriage  he  rented  a farm  in 
Ruggles  township,  Ashland  county,  for  a 
few  years,  and  in  1873  bought  seventy-five 
acres  in  Rochester  township,  Lorain 
county,  which  is  embodied  in  his  present 
farm.  Hither  he  removed,  and  there  resided 
until  his  purchase  from  Thomas  Knapp 
of  the  piece  of  land  whereon  he  now  has 
his  residence,  and  which  lies  opposite  his 
seventy-five  acre  farm.  He  now  owns 
118-|  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  greatly 
improved  by  him,  and  in  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  extensively  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business. 

On  March  24,  1864,  Mr.  Lifer  married 
Mi  ss  Mary  A.  Krebs,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1841,  in  Orange  township, 
Ashland  county,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Catherine  (Uickett)  Krebs,  and  two 


children  were  born  to  this  union:  Jennie 
M.,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Barnes,  of  Rochester, 
Lorain  county,  and  Loran,  at  home  with 
her  parents.  Lolitically  our  subject  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  formerly  as  stanch  a Re- 
publican, his  first  vote  being  cast  for 
Brough  for  governor  of  Ohio.  He  and 
his  wife  are  both  consistent  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Rochester. 

tD 


Crs  EORGE  H.  BRADNER,  prominent 
y in  the  farming  community  of  Hunt- 
I;  ington  township,  was  born  in  1833 
in  Chester,  Mass.,  a son  of  S.  D. 
Bradner,  who  was  born  in  1800  in 
the  State  of  New  York. 

In  1833  S.  D.  Bradner  came  to  Ohio, 
having  secured  by  trade  some  500  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Huntington  township,  Lorain 
county.  In  Massachusetts  he  had  married, 
a year  or  two  before,  Miss  Louisa  Holland, 
a native  of  that  State,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Margaret,  mar- 
ried  to  S.  S.  Warner,  of  Wellington,  Lo- 
rain county;  George  H.,  subject  proper  of 
sketch ; Frank,  who  died  at  about  the  age 
of  forty  years;  and  John  II.,  in  the  coal 
business  in  Cleveland.  The  parents  died 
in  Wellington  township,  the  father  in 
1875,  the  mother  in  1870. 

George  II.  Bradner  was,  as  will  be  seen, 
but  an  infant  when  the  family  came  from 
the  East  to  Lorain  county,  the  common 
schools  of  which  he  attended,  also  Oberlin 
College  two  terms.  lie  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  a large,  highly- improved  farm  in 
Huntington  township,  on  which  he  erected 
a comfortable  brick  residence.  Up  to 
1888  he  lived  continuously  there,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  he  spent  in  Michi- 
gan, and  he  was  a resident  of  Wellington 
some  four  years.  In  '1861  our  subject 
married  Miss  Anna  M.  Benallack,  a native 
of  Cornwall,  England,  and  six  children 
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have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Sam- 
uel Denton,  residing  in  Wellington,  who 
is  married  and  has  two  children — Vera 
and  Susie;  Vary,  wife  of  B.  Boyce,  has 
one  child;  Margaret  and  Orrie,  at  home; 
and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  Politically 
Mr.  Bradner  is  a Republican;  his  wife  is 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


dlOSEPH  STORROW,  a leader  in  the 
i aoricultural  interests  of  Wellington 
/ township,  is  a native  of  Upper  Can- 
ada (now  Province  of  Ontario),  born 
August  7,  1828. 

Joseph  Storrow,  his  father,  born  in 
England  in  1780,  immigrated  to  America 
when  thirty  years  old,  and  his  first  voca- 
tion in  the  Xew  World  was  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Schenectady,  X.  Y.  He  made 
frequent  visits  to  friends  and  relatives  in 
his  native  land,  having  crossed  the  ocean 
some  five  times  for  no  other  purpose.  He 
married  Miss  Triphena  Freeman,  who  was 
a native,  it  is  supposed,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  live  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Thomas,  a farmer  in  Brighton 
township,  Lorain  county;  Rowena  (de- 
ceased), who  was  married  to  Miren  Merls; 
Louisa,  wife  of  K.  Baird;  May  A.,  wife  of 
Louis  Barge,  and  Joseph.  The  father  died 
in  "Wellington,  Ohio,  February  5,  1858, 
the  mother  on  Xovember  27,  1844. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived a liberal  education,  and  was  reared 
to  farming  pursuits.  On 
1854,  he  was  united  in 
M iss  Emily  Bunce,  a native  of  Xew  York 
State,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Cornelia  (Vos- 
burgli)  Bunce,  of  Vermont  and  Xew  York 
birth,  respectively,  who  in  an  early  day 
came  west  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Brighton 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  the 
mother  when  forty-five  years  old;  they  were 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church ; their  chil- 
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dren  were  as  follows:  Emily,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Storrow;  Christina,  Mrs.  Leonard,  resid- 
ing in  Huntington;  Susan,  widow  of  A. 
Twaddle;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  George  Gillett, 
living  in  Brighton  township;  and  Mary, 
married  to  Horatio  B.  Beardsly,  of  Roch- 
ester township. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
two  children:  Hubert,  born  October  20, 
1855,  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  married  Miss  Eva  "Willard; 
they  have  live  children:  Emily  E.,  Cyn- 
thiana,  Cora  "Dell,  Carrie  Bell,  and  Joseph 
Hubert,  an  emdneer  on  the  Kansas  Rail- 
road,  residing  at  Kansas  City.  (2)  Byron 
A.,  born  January  4,  1860,  attended  the 
neighboring  schools,  and  on  January  1, 
1891,  married  Miss  Delia  Walters,  a native 
of  Spencer,  Ohio.  Mr.  Storrow  came  to 
his  present  farm  in  Wellington  township 
in  April,  1838,  nearly  fifty-six  years  ago, 
then  a boy  of  ten  summers,  and  has  made 
farming  his  life  work.  He  now  owns  150 
acres  of  land.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican. 


ARVEY  M.  PEABODY,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  Russia  township, 
is  a native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  born  October  20,  1837,  in‘ 
Irasburg,  Orleans  county,  a son  of  David 
and  Sarah  E.  (Tuller)  Peabody. 

David  Peabody,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  July  10,  1812,  in  Londonderry,  X.  II.. 
a son  of  Andrew  Peabody,  born  in  1759, 
who  followed  the  dual  trades  of  tailor  and 
shoemaker.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  was  three  times 
married;  by  his  first  wife  he  had  no  issue; 
by  his  second  he  had  three  children — Elia'. 
Daniel  and  Andrew — and  by  his  third,  who 
was  a Miss  Hannah  Beadle  (sister  to  his 
second  wife),  born  in  1777,  he  had  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Susan,  born  in  1797, 
married  Richard  Kelley,  and  died  in  Am- 
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lierst  township,  Lorain  county;  Charlotte, 
born  in  1801,  married  hi.  Bailey,  and  died 
in  Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county; 
Clarissa,  born  in  1803.  married  Omar 
Bailey,  and  died  in  Russia  township; 
Mercy,  born  in  1800,  married  James 
Mitchell,  and  died  in  Michigan;  Nathan, 
born  in  1808,  died  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  in  Virginia;  Harriet,  born  in 
1810,  married  Charles  Mitchell  and  lives 
in  Montcalm  county,  Mich.;  David  and 
Aaron  (twins),  born  in  1812,  of  whom 
David  is  the  father  of  our  subject,  and 
Aaron  resides  in  Eaton  county,  Mich.;  and 
Mary  Maria,  born  in  1814,  married  twice, 
first  to  Calvin  Briggs,  and  afterward  to 
Elisha  Aldridge  (she  died  in  Nebraska). 
The  father  of  this  large  family  died  July 
4,  1839,  in  New  Hampshire,  his  last  wife 
on  J uly  6,  1842,  and  they  are  buried  at 
the  head  of  Lake  Memphremagog,  m 
Orleans  county,  Vermont. 

David  Peabody  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  educated  at  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  place.  On  January  13,  1337,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Eme- 
line  Tuller,  who  was  born  in  1814  at  St. 
Albans,  Vt.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Tuller, 
and  Mr.  Peabody  then  settled  down  to  agri- 
cultural labor  at  his  home  in  Vermont  till 
September,  1842,  when  he  came  to  Ohio 
with  his  family,  the  journey  being  made 
by  canal  and  lake  to  Cleveland.  Thence 
they  proceeded  by  team  to  Russia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  he  bought 
' twelve  acres  of  land,  subsequently  adding 
fifty  acres,  where  he  has  since  had  his  home. 
The  children  born  to  David  and  Sarah  E. 
Peabody  are  Harvey  M.,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch;  Alonzo,  born  March  20, 
1840,  and  Richard  (an  invalid),  born  May 
20,  1845.  In  politics  Mr.  Peabody  is  a 
Republican,  formerly  a Democrat,  and  lie 
(as  was  also  his  wife)  is  a member  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church.  His  wife 
was  called  from  earth  September  9.  1880. 

Harvey  M.  Peabody,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  memoir,  was,  as  will  be  seen,  about 
five  years  old  when  the  family  came  to 


Ohio.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Lorain  county,  and  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  his  father’sfarm,  under 
his  tuition.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
commenced  working  for  Squire  Roberts, 
with  whom  he  remained  three  years,  and 
j in  part  payment  for  his  services  he  re- 
1 ceived  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  was  his 
| first  property.  Later  he  and  his  father  to- 
gether bought  a small  tract  of  land,  and 

J O 

still  later  our  subject  traded  with  his  father, 
receiving  a tract  of  seventy  acres  in  ex- 
change for  what  he  then  owned,  and  as  a 
result  of  such  trading  and  later  purchases 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  330  acres,  ac- 
cumulated since  he  was  a young  man  work- 
i ing  for  two  shillings  a day. 

On  December  30,  1800,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Martha  Petty,  who 
was  born  February  29,  1844,  in  Henrietta 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  (Simpson)  Petty, 
and  five  children,  as  follows,  have  been 
born  to  them:  William  II.  and  Clayton  D., 
farmers  in  Russia  township,  Lorain  county; 
and  Otis  E.,  Mattie  B.  and  Ethel  B.,  all  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Peabody  is 
a Republican,  but  is  not  an  active  politi- 
cian, as  his  time  is  fully  occupied  with  his 
business;  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  lie  is  a 
trustee. 


DAVIT.)  L.  GIBBS,  a prominent 
j farmer  and  stockman  of  Carlisle 
' township,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
March  15,  1828,  a son  of  Ransom 
and  Julia  (Pritchard)  Gibbs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  was  reared,  edu- 
cated and  married  in  New  Haven  county. 
After  the  birth  of  their  first  child  there, 
he  and  his  wife  came  to  Ohio,  and  made  a 
settlement  in  Carlisle  township,  Lorain 
county,  Mr.  Gibbs  cutting  two  miles  of  the 
Elyria  road,  and  building  a log  house  at 
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the  end  of  the  road,  where  he  made  his 
new  home,  the  family  being  among  the 
first  settlers  on  Murray  J i i d rre> . The  father 
died  March  17,  1879,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three,  the  mother  when  fifty- 
eight  years  old.  Grandfather  Obed  Gibbs 
came  to  the  county  at  the  same  time,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  Hannah  (Scoville), 
and  they  both  died  in  Carlisle  township. 
To  Ransom  and  Julia  (Pritchard)  Gibbs 
were  born  four  children,  viz.:  Jane,  who 
was  married  to  George  Boughton,  and 
died  in  Nebraska;  Lewis,  deceased  in 
Washington  City,  Harriet,  wife  of  Alonson 
Wooster,  of  Elyria;  and  David  L. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Carlisle 
township,  and  from  early  boyhood  worked 
on  the  farm.  He  is  now  owner  of  204 
acres  of  highly-cultivated  land,  where  he 
carries  on  stock  farming.  In  1849  lie 
married  Miss  Jane  M.  Slauter,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  two  children  blessed 
their  union:  Carrie,  wife  of  M.  L.  Chap- 
man. of  Denver,  Colo,  (they  have  three 
children — Hattie,  Nellie  and  Henry);  and 
Hattie  V.,  wife  of  F.  M.  Hance,  now  of  | 
Oberlin.  Politically  Mr.  Gibbs  is  a 
Democrat. 


ORSON  M.  CARYEYY  Among  the 
foremost  of  the  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Rochester  town- 
ship is  to  be  found  this  gentleman, 
who  is  a son  of  William  Carvey. 

William  Carvey.  grandfather  of  Orson 
M.,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  near  the 
spot  where  Washington  marshaled  his 
army  in  martial  array,  and  in  which  vicin- 
ity many  other  noted  events  of  the  war  of 
Independence  transpired.  In  1820  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Goshen,  same 
State,  and  after  four  years  residence  there 
made  a final  settlement  in  the  town  of 
Jerusalem  (also  in  New  York  Slate),  where 


he  died  March  15, 1832.  Ilis  son  William, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  June  14, 
1809,  in  Little  Britain,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  was  eleven  years  old  when  his  parents 
took  him  to  Goshen,  and  fifteen  when  they 
removed  to  Jerusalem.  In  New  York 
State,  in  1832,  he  married  Miss  Eunice 
Thomas,  who  was  born  October  4,  1811, 
and  October  15,  1832,  they  set  out  for  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  arriving  after  a tedious 
journey  of  three  weeks.  He  located  on  the 
“ Dodge  farm,”  adjoining  the  present 
homestead  of  our  subject,  subsequently 
buying  the  latter  (at  that  time  a tract  of 
seventy  acres),  paying  twenty  shillings 
($2.50)  per  acre  for  same.  To  build  a log 
house  was  no  easy  task,  but  the  expense 
was  comparatively  light,  as  the  total  cost 
of  hauling  to  the  spot  all  the  logs  required 
was  only  eight  shillings  ($1.00).  On 
| March  1,  1833,  the  rude  cabin  was  “ com- 
j pleted  ” and  ready  for  the  family,  though 
it  had  neither  door,  window  nor  hearth. 
For  two  years  after  coming  to  Rochester 
township  he  voted  in  Huntington  town- 
ship, and  at  the  first  election  held  in  the 
former  there  were  but  seventeen  votes  cast; 
his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  An- 
drew Jackson.  The  record  of  the  children 
born  to  this  worthy  old  pioneer  is  as  fol- 
low's: Lydia  L.,  now  Mrs.  W.  R.  McCon- 
nell, of  Rochester  township;  Nancy  L., 
who  married  James  Jennings,  and  died  on 
the  home  farm ; Berton  YY,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  Battery  B,  First  O.  Y.  A.,  and 
died  in  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  of 
disease  contracted  in  the  service;  Harriet 
i L.,  Mrs.  Frederick  Peet,  of  Rochester 
; township;  Ellen  L.,  Mrs.  Frank  Corey,  of 
i Quincy,  Mich.;  and  Orson  M.,  subject  of 
: sketch.  The  father  died  September  13, 
1886,  the  mother  on  January  24,  same 
year,  and  they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in 
Beckley  Cemetery,  Rochester  township. 
Mr.  Carvey  uras  originally  an  Old-line 
Whig,  till  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  when  he  enrolled  himself  under 
their  banner,  remaining  true  to  his  colors 
until  the  day  of  his  death. 
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Orson  M.  Garvey,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  was  born  April  23, 1852,  inRoch- 
ester  township,  Lorain  county,  on  the  same 
farm  he  yet  owns  and  resides  upon.  lie 
received  a liberal  district-school  education, 
his  first  teacher  being  Rhoda  Close,  who 
boarded  at  his  father’s  house,  and  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  the  family.  Thoroughly 
trained  to  agriculture,  Mr.  Garvey  has 
proven  himself  to  be  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  his  vocation  in  the  county. 
After  the  death  of  his  parents  he  bought 
out  the  rest  of  the  heirs,  and  has  since  en- 
joyed the  entire  ownership  of  the  original 
100-acre  farm,  where  he  has  carried  on 
general  agriculture,  including  dairying. 

On  December  30,  1874,  Mr.  Carvey  j 
married  Miss  Mary  McConnell,  who  was 
born  November  17,  1846,  in  New  London, 
Ohio,  a daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
(Rohrback)  McConnell,  who  several  years 
ago  came  from  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  to  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  making  their  home  in  New 
London.  Mrs.  Carvey  is  a cultured  lady, 
and  at  Oberlin  University  studied  vocal 
and  instrumental  music.  One  child,  Fred 
W.,  a bright  little  boy,  born  April  29, 
1881,  completes  the  happy  family  circle. 
The  lad  has  succeeded  in  training  a couple 
of  sheep  to  pull  him  and  his  little  wagon 
about,  and  they  can  haul  him  a consider- 
able distance  with  the  greatest  ease.  Po- 
litically  our  subject  is  a Republican,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  elections. 


Lorain  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  Ridgeville  township,  where  he 
j purchased  100  acres  of  land,  subsequently 
adding  thereto  until  he  had  a farm  of  220 
acres.  On  January  2,  1821,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Lorain  county  to  Sally  Vannatten, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  children 
as  follows:  Hiram  V.,  born  January  1, 
1822,  who  died  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y., 
in  February,  1859;  Alfred  D.,  born  July 
11,  1824,  who  died  in  Chicago,  111.,  in 
August,  1850;  H.  D.;  P.  Amelia,  who 
died  in  1834;  and  C.  S.,  subject  of  this 
biographical  memoir.  The  father  of  this 
family  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  partici- 
pating in  the  battle  of  Sachet’s  Harbor. 
In  politics  he  was  an  active  Whig,  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  passed 
to  his  long  home  June  24,  1839,  survived 
for  many  years  by  his  wife,  who  died  in 
Ridgeville,  Lorain  county,  May  5,  1873. 

Grandfather  Mills,  who  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  settled  in  an  early  day  in 
northern  New  York,  and  later  came  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  his 
closing  years,  dying  in  Elyria  June  26, 
1858,  when  aged  eighty-nine.  He  was 
married  three  times,  and  had  children  by 
each  union;  the  grandmother  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  a Woodruff,  died  in  New 
York. 

C.  S.  Mills  was  reared  in  his  native 
township,  and  there  received  his  primary 
education,  subsequently  attending  school 
at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
When  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Ter- 


S.  MILLS.  Among  the  well-known 
and  influential  citizens  of  Ridgeville 
Jj  township,  none  occupies  a more 
prominent  place  than  this  gen- 
tleman. 

He  was  born  in  Ridgeville  township 
December  7,  1829,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sally  (Vannatten)  Mills,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a native  of  Jefferson  county, 
N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  In  1818 
or  1820  Samuel  Mills  came  westward  to 


rell,  a native  of  Ridgeville  township,  and 
their  home  has  been  brightened  by  children 
as  follows:  Two  who  died  when  young; 
Ada,  Mrs.  Brown,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Jennie,  residing  at  home;  and 
Harry,  residing  on  the  home  farm,  who  is 
married  and  has  one  child,  C.  S.  Mr. 
Mills  is  a lifelong  farmer,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  eighteen  years  he  resided  in 
Eaton  township,  where  he  bought  a farm, 
has  made  Ridgeville  township  ids  home. 
He  now  owns  155  acres  in  Eaton  town- 
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ship,  besides  fifteen  acres  of  the  home 
farm  in  Ridgeville  township,  where  he 
resides.  Politically  our  subject  is  a life- 
long Republican;  lie  east  his  first  vote  for 
Gen.  Scott,  and  has  ever  since  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  being  a 
wheel-horse  of  the  Republican  party  in 
Ridgeville  township.  In  1874  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner,  and  served 
in  that  office  nine  consecutive  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  lie  was  appointed  by  the 
board  of  commissioners  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  the  courthouse. 


JAY.  LEASH  ER,  a popular  citizen  of 
Russia  township,  was  born  August 
' 12,  1839,  in  Buliskin  township,  Fay- 
ette Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  John  Leasher, 
a native  of  Franklin  county,  Penn.,  who 
was  a shoemaker  and  farmer.  lie  married 
Martha  Doubler,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many in  1800,  and  four  years  later  came  to 
America;  she  died  in  1876,  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Penn.,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  J.  C. 
Leasher.  - She  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren— five  sons  and  five  daughters — of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth  son.  The 
father  died  in  1856,  and  the  children  were 
then  obliged  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

J.  AY.  Leasher  received  a common-school 
education,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age 
hired  out  as  a farm  hand  at  six  dollars  a 
month,  continuing  at  that  occupation  for 
years  in  his  native  county.  lie  was  also 
employed  as  a miner  in  the  Youghioghen y 
river  country,  and  saw  the  first  coke  ovens 
built  in  that  section.  On  Alay  18,  1865, 
he  married  Aliss  Rachel  B.  Strickler,  who 
was  born  January  18,  1839,  in  Tyrone 
township,  Fayette  Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of 
John  R.  and  Esther  (Cochran)  Strickler. 
The  Stricklers  are  descended  from  one  of 
nine  brothers  who  came  from  Germany  to 
Chester  county,  Penn.,  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  They  were  ‘-tall,  straight 


and  fair,  blue  eyes  and  sandy  hair,  good 
looking.'5  The  Cochran  family  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  extraction,  comino-  from  the 
Rorth  of  Ireland  and  locating  in  Delaware, 
whence  they  removed  to  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Leasher  rented 
property,  which  he  worked  on  shares,  and 
in  February,  1868,  moved  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Russia  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  had  purchased  the  old 
Carter  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  upon 
which  he  has  since  resided.  ■ He  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  on 
this  place,  where  he  has  made  a very  com- 
fortable home.  Politically  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, though  not  active  in  party  affairs; 
in  religious  connection  lie  is  a member  of 
; the  Disciple  Church  at  Ivipton,  Ohio. 

‘ Mr.  and  Airs.  Leasher  have  no  children  of 
i their  own,  and  their  home  has  sheltered 
| many  young  children.  They  are  most 
i agreeable  neighbors,  and  are  highly  es- 
! teemed  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
their  acquaintance. 


ETER  SCHRAMM,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  farmers  of  Russia  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, born  September  5.  1836,  to 
George  P.  and  Catherine  (Berg) 
Schramm,  who  eatne  to  America  in  1S48. 
George  P.  Schramm  died  August  8.  1861, 
aged  fifty-seven  years,  four  months,  three 
days;  Airs.  Catherine  Schramm  died  Sep- 
tember 4,  1890,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
five  months. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  na- 
tive country  until  twelve  years  of  age.  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  where  they  settled  in  Russia  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  He  attended  school 
four  winters  in  Russia  township,  and  then 
commenced  to  work.  After  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  and  a brother  took  charge  of 
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the  home  place,  and  being  hard-working 
and  industrious  they  succeeded  in  paying 
off  the  other  heirs,  continuing  to  work  the 
farm  in  partnership  until  1880.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  Peter  Schramm  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Kane,  a native  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  when  quite 
young.  To  this  union  have  been  born  live 
children,  namely:  Jacob  A.,  Frederick  J., 
Emma  I).,  Franklin  G.  and  Catherine  S. 

Soon  after  marriage  Mr.  Schramm  settled 

£8 

on  his  present  farm,  which  now  comprises 
178  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has  made 
numerous  improvements.  lie  is  a model 
farmer,  and  one  of  the  best  and  most  suc- 
cessful in  Russia  township,  having,  by 
energy,  perseverance  and  strict  attention  to 
business,  risen  from  a poor  boy  to  his 
present  prosperous  position.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat,  in  religious  faith  an  ad- 
herent of  the  Congregational  Church. 

£8  £8 


diOIIN  SCHRAMM,  a successful 
| farmer  of  Russia  township,  was  born 
i November  1,  1838,  in  Rhine-Pfalz, 
Bavaria, Germany,  son  of  George  Peter 
and  Catherine  (Berg)  Schramm,  farming 
people  of  Rhine-Pfalz.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren— four  sons  and  three  daughters— and 

JO  < 

in  June,  1848,  came  to  America  with  six 
of  their  family,  Jacob,  the  remaining  son, 
following  four  years  later.  They  set  sail 
from  Bremen,  and  after  a voyage  of  thirty- 
eight  days  landed  in  New  York,  whence 
they  at  once  -proceeded,  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie,  to  Russia  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  The  father  pur- 
chased seventy  acres  of  land  at  ten  dollars  an 
acre,  then  nearly  all  in  the  woods,  and  here 
the  parents  passed  their  remaining  years, 
the  mother  dying  in  1890,  the  father  some 
years  previous;  they  were  buried  in  Car- 
lisle cemetery.  In  religion  they  were  both 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

John  Schramm  attended  school  in  his 
native  country,  and  later  in  Russia  town- 


ship, Lorain  county,  and  was  reared  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  farm  life,  continuing  in 
same  on  the  home  place  until  his  marriage. 
On  January  27,  1870,  he  married  Miss 
Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  June  28, 
1850,  in  Rhine-Pfalz,  Bavaria,  Germany, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Miller,  and  came  to  New 
I York  August  1,  1868.  For  some  years 
Mr.  Schramm  had  farmed  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Peter,  but  upon  his  mar- 
I riage  they  divided  their  interests,  our  sub- 
ject remaining  on  the  home  farm  for  ten 
years,  when,  in  1880,  he  removed  to  the 
place  where  he  yet  resides.  By  hard  work, 
economy  and  perseverance  Mr.  Schramm 
has  increased  his  possessions,  until  he  now 
owns  a line  farm  of  170  acres.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  They  have  live 
children:  George  P.,  Sophia  M.,  Henry 

J.,  Carrie  A.  and  Albert  E. 


DJ.  PECIv,  representing  several  fire, 
life  and  accident  insurance  com- 
panies, in  Elyria,  is  a native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Olmsted  township,  Cuya- 
hoga county,  December  29,  1825,  a son  of 
Bueland  Sallie  (Barnum)  Peck,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  January  20,  1794,  in 
Addison  county,  Vt.,  the  latter  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1793. 

Buel  Peck  was  among  the  many  emi- 
grants who  left  New  England  in  1817.  on 
account  of  the  cold  season  of  1816,  and  the 
consequent  dearth  of  food,  and  he  and  his 
family  passed  through  Ohio  with  ox 
wagons,  reaching  Ridgeviile  October  11, 
1817.  He  bought  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  for  five  hundred  dollars  at  Ridge- 
viile, and  for  the  same  price  was  offered  a 
similar  amount  of  land  where  the  city  of 
Cleveland  now  stands.  He  was  a hard- 
working, honest,  industrious  man.  • He 
died  August  11,  1801,  in  Ridgeviile,  on 
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the  farm  whereon  lie  settled  in  1817.  His  \ 
father,  William  Peck,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  Vermont.  The  mother  of  subject 
died  September  1,  1857.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Barnum,  a native  of  Vermont, 
whose  father,  Joseph  Barnum  was  also 
from  that  State.  John  Barnum,  our  sub- 
ject’s maternal  grandfather,  was  the  sec- 
ond to  be  bulled  in  the  town  of  Ridgeville, 
Ohio;  he  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  At  the  time  when  Buel  and 
Sail ie  Peck  came  to  Ridgeville,  the  latter’s 
parents  were  living 

I).  J.  Peck  received  his  education  at  the 
high  school  in  Elyria,  and  then  returned 
to  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained  till 
five  years  after  his  father’s  death.  In  1870 
he  visited  Madison,  Wis.,  for  one  year,  and 
on  his  return  to  Lorain  county  he  took  up 
his  present  line  of  business.  Politically 
he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  a member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum.  His  wife,  who  is  a 
model  woman,  noted  for  her  deeds  of 
charity,  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  She  was  born  March  4, 
1829,  in  Brookfield,  Madison  Co.,  M.  Y. 
Her  father,  James  S.  Anthony,  was  born 
October  26,  1794,  in  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.;  her  mother,  Lydia  (Mason),  was 
born  December  16,  1802,  in  Swansea, 
Mass.  They  were  married  in  Brookfield, 
N\  4.,  February  3,  1823,  and  June  9, 
1832,  removed  to  Rockport,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio.  James  S.  Anthony  died  July 
28,  1845,  and  Lydia,  his  wife,  on  July  23, 
1856.  They  were  stanch  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  excellent  representa- 
tives of  New  England  people. 


LE.  H ASERODT,  a prominent  and 
f progressive  agriculturist  of  Carlisle 
township,  was  born  in  Medina  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  184.1,  a son  of  Henry  C. 
and  Margaret  (Barz)  Ilaserodt,  natives  of 
Prussia. 


In  1834  they  immigrated  to  this  coun- 
try and  to  Ohio,  locating  in  the  woods  of 
Medina  county,  where  they  cleared  a farm. 
After  several  years  they  came  to  Elyria. 
Lorain  county,  where  the  father  died  in 
1388,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  and  the 
mother  in  October,  1891,  aged  eighty-four 
years.  They  had  a family  of  nine  children, 
six  of  whom  are  vet  living,  viz.:  John  G., 
married,  residing  in  Brooklyn,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio;  J.  P.,  married,  a resident  of 
Elyria;  Caroline,  widow  of  Bernhard  AVas- 
sermann,  of  Cleveland;  L.  E.,  subject; 
Charles  L.,  married,  residing  in  Edison, 
Ohio;  and  Louisa,  wife  of  John  Weidner, 
of  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio. 

L.  E.  Ilaserodt  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools  of  Medina 
county,  supplemented  with  one  term  at 
school  in  Elyria.  In  1860  he  came  to  Lo- 
rain county7,  locating  in  Elyria,  where  he 
clerked  for  Baldwin,  Laundon  & Nelson 
three  years;  then  for  Stan  Bros.  A Co.,  and 
finally  for  Henry  Bruch.  In  1864  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-fifth  O.  V.  I.,  one  hundred  days, 
and  was  stationed  chiefly  at  Martinshuro- 
and  Maryland  Heights,  on  garrison  duty; 
also  engaged  in  the  attack  on  Gen.  Early, 
which  occupied  an  entireday.  Mr.  Ilaserodt 
received  his  discharge  in  1864  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  and  returned  home  to  Elyria. 
In  1865  he  went  with  a brother  to  Ken- 
dallsville,  Ind.,  and  there  engaged  in  the 
grocery  trade,  but  being  burned  out,  our 
subject  returned  to  Elyria,  and  embarked 
in  the  grocery  business,  establishing  one  of 
the  first  groceries  in  the  place.  In  1865 
lie  bought  out  and  partly  improved  a farm 
of  eighteen  and  a quarter  acres  of  wild 
land,  to  which  he  has  added  until  he  now 
owns  thirty-six  and  one-half  acres,  all  under 
careful  cultivation. 

In  1867  Mr.  Ilaserodt  was  married  in 
Elyria  to  Catherine  E.  Fowle,  a native  of 
Amherst  township,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Edward  II. ; Cornelia, 
wife  of  AVilford  Maddock,  of  Elyria;  Ru- 
pert AV.,  married  to  Ruth  Cudderbach.  and 
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residing  in  Vermillion,  Ohio;  and  Gather- 
ine,  wife  of  C.  Maddock.  The  mother  of 
these  died  in  March.  1873,  and  in  1874: 
Mr.  Ilaserodt  married  Miss  Anna  Herold,  I 
of  Berea,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  by  which 
union  there  is  one  child,  Henry  0.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ilaserodt  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
trustees  appointed  to  supervise  the  build- 
ing of  the  first  church,  at  which  time  there 
were  only  seven  members  eligible  to  vote. 
Politically  our  subject  is  a Republican. 


AVID  C.  FISHER. 

1 real-estate  dealer  and 


a prominent 
ice  merchant 
JJ  in  Lorain  county,  is  a native  of  VTest 
Virginia,  born  in  June,  1850,  a son 
of  Robert  and  Mary  (Fowler)  Fisher,  of 
the  same  State,  where  they  passed  their 
entire  lives. 


ment  of  the  West  Side  (Lorain),  where  he 
bought  an  addition,  portions  of  which  he 
has  sold  on  land  contracts. 

In  1883  David  C.  Fisher  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Dorsey  were  united  in  marriage.  She 
is  a native  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
George  and  Margaret  Dorsey,  who  at  one 
time  lived  in  Elyria.  Her  father,  in  1861, 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisted  at 
Ashland,  Ohio,  was  sent  to  the  front,  was 
wounded,  and  died  in  hospital,  all  within 
the  year;  his  widow  is  yet  living.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  David  C.  Fisher  have  been  born 
two  children:  Arthur  Edwin  and  Ruth 
Anna.  Our  subject  is  an  active  Repub- 
lican, and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  holds 
office,  and  in  the  Sabbath-school  of  which 
he  takes  a lively  interest.  For  a number 
of  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board 
of  health  in  the  village  of  Lorain,  and  is 
also  constable. 


Our  subject  when  a boy  came  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  and  made  his  home  in  Ober- 
1 in,  where  he  was  educated,  attending  the 
college  at  that  place  for  some  time.  In 
1875  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Land 
Company,  in  which  he  has  been  more  or 
less  interested  since,  buying,  improving 
and  selling  real  estate.  Since  1881  he  has 
been  doing  business  in  that  line  for  his 
own  account,  and  in  eight  years  turned 
over  as  much  as  fifty  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  property,  the  amount  in  1892 
alone  having  reached  eicrhteen  thousand 
dollars.  In  1881  he  embarked  in  the  ice 
business,  the  first  one  in  that  industry 
in  Lorain,  and  practically  the  only  one. 
The  buildings  for  this  purpose  were  located 
on  Black  river,  and  he  made  a com- 
plete success  out  of  it,  as  he  has  done  in 
the  real-estate  business.  He  at  one  time 
owned  nine  residences  in  Lorain — of  which 
he  sold  two,  lives  in  one,  and  rents  the  rest 
— besides  other  property.  Mr.  Fisher  is 
also  engaged  in  the  commission  business. 
He  is  largely  interested  in  the  improve- 


AVI D KIRK  BRIDE,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Amherst  township,  comes 
on  the  paternal  side  from  Scottish 
ancestry,  as  his  name  clearlv  in- 
dicates. 

He  was  born  in  April,  1833,  on  Hud- 
son street,  New  York,  a son  of  David  and. 
Mary  (Phillips)  Ivirkbride,  natives  of 
! England,  the  former  born  January  13, 

! 1799,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  the 
! latter  in  1800  in  Leicestershire,  of  Encr- 
i lish  lineage.  The  father  at  the  ao-e  of  fit- 
j teen  moved  from  his  native  place  to  Lon- 
! don,  where  he  learned  the  lace  and  stock- 
j ing  weaving  trade.  Later  he  was  a sales- 
| man  for  the  house  of  I.,  W.  & J.  Kirk- 
: bride.  He  married  in  England,  and  in 
1832  the  young  couple  immigrated  to  the 
! United  States,  the  voyage  to  New  York 
1 being  made  in  the  ship  “ Roscoe.”  They 
: arrived,  at  that  city  December  6 following, 

! where  Mr.  Ivirkbride  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacturing  business  for  a time;  they  then 
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proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  there 
in  1835  came  to  Lorain  county,  settling  in 
the  woods  of  Amherst  township.  Here 
he  died  in  1875,  his  wife  in  1889.  In  his 
earlier  days  in  this  country  he  was  a Dem-  i 
ocrat,  later  a Free  soiler.  Grandfather 
Phillips  was  a soldier  in  the  Napoleonic 
wars  with  England.  AT r.  and  Mrs.  Kirk- 
bride  had  a family  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  David,  subject  of  sketch;  Mary, 
at  home;  Elizabeth;  Ann;  Margaret;  John 
(married),  deceased  in  January,  1875; 
Maria,  wife  of  W.  S.  Biggs,  of  Elyria;  and 
Isaac,  a farmer  of  Amherst  township. 

David  Kirkbride,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  memoir,  received  a fair  com- 
mon-school education  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, whither  he  was  brought  when  a 
small  hoy.  and  he  has  been  a lifelong 
farmer.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a 
strong  Republican. 


CHARLES  S.  AIKEN,  a progressive  ' 
native-born  agriculturist  of  Lorain 
1 county,  is  a worthy  representative  of  ; 
an  old  pioneer  family.  His  grand- 
father, George  Aiken,  who  was  a native  of  j 
Connecticut,  served  as  a minute-man  in  : 
northern  Ohio,  and  died  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Cuyahoga  county. 

Irad  Aiken,  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
1791,  in  Connecticut,  and  in  1814  came  to 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  | 
until  1835.  He  took  up  a farm  in  the 
midst  of  the  forest,  and  remained  thereon  j 
until  1863,  when  he  moved  into  North  ; 
Amherst.  Mr.  Aiken  was  married,  in  ! 
Cuyahoga  county,  to  Miss  Indiana  Brain-  i 
erd,  a native  of  Connecticut,  whose  parents, 
Ozias  and  Mary  (Strong)  Brainerd,  also  j 
natives  of  Connecticut,  came  to  Cuyahoga 
county  in  an  early  day.  The  journey  occu- 
pied some  time,  being  made  with  an  ox- 
team  as  far  as  Cattaraugus,  N.  Y.  They  ; 
died  in  Brooklyn  township,  Cuyahoga  ] 
county;  their  farm  is  now  included  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland. 


To  Irad  and  Indiana  (Brainerd)  Aiken 
were  born  eight  children,  two  of  whom 
died  young.  Of  the  remainder,  Charles 
S.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  William 
Hanford  lives  in  Black  River  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio;  Laura  is  the  wife  of 
Clark  Wheelan,  of  Shiawassee  county, 
Mich.;  Marietta  is  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Foster, 
of  North  Amherst,  Ohio;  Noah  B.  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Caledonia  township, 
Shiawassee  Co.,  Mich.;  Edwin  is  married 
and  resides  in  Amherst  township,  Lorain 
county.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
man  who  thought  much  of  his  home;  he 
died  June  9,  1879,  in  North  Amherst,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  1891,  when  she 
too  passed  away. 

Charles  S.  Aiken  was  born  October  16, 
1819,  in  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  received  his  education  in  the  log-cabin 
schools  of  the  district.  In  1835  he  located 
in  Black  River  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1861 
moved  to  North  Amherst,  where  he  now 
resides.  Mr.  Aiken  was  married,  in  Oc- 
tober. 1846,  in  Elyria  township,  Lorain 
county,  to  Miss  Lucy  R.  Holmes,  a native 
of  the  county.  Her  parents,  George  S.  and 
Mary  (Lester)  Holmes,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  in  1840  emigrated  to 
Black  River  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  he  followed  farming.  He  afterward 
moved  to  Berea,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in 
1875;  his  widow  is  now  living  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
They  reared  a family  of  five  children,  viz.: 
Lucy  R-  (Mrs.  Aiken);  Marriett,  who  died 
in  1860,  in  Cuyahoga  county;  Sarah; 
George  Henry,  who  resides  in  Canada;  and 
Ellsworth,  who  resides  in  Cleveland. 

In  politics  Mr.  Aiken  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party.  He  served 
three  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Black 
River  township,  and  one  term  in  North 
Amherst;  has  also  served  as  county  com- 
missioner, one  term,  and  has  been  a dele- 
gate to  various  county  conventions.  Our 
subject  has  been  a resident  of  Lorain  county 
for  fifty-eight  years,  and  during  that  time 
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lias  been  actively  identified  with  her  prog- 
ress and  development.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aiken 
have  two  adopted  children;  she  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  i Since  the 
above  was  written,  we  have  received  in- 
formation of  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Aiken,  which  occurred  on  September  24, 
1893.— Ed. 


EWIS  F.  WEIGHT,  than  whom 
there  is  no  more  enterprising,  in- 

dustrions  and  thrifty  farmer  in 

Elyria  township,  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  in  the  town  of  Lorain  Au- 
gust 9,  1839. 

lie  is  a son  of  M.  P.  and  Martha 
(Miller)  Wright,  the  former  a native  of 
Vermont,  the  latter  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 
They  were  married  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  in  1838  came  to  Lorain,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Wright  encrao-ed  in  the  stave 
business,  had  charge  of  a gang  of  men, 
and  part  of  time  was  employed  in  the 
shipyard.  They  afterward  moved  to 
North  Amherst,  and  from  there  to  Elyria, 
where  they  lived  eight  or  ten  years;  then 
removed  to  the  farm,  where  they  lived 
some  thirty  years,  and  they  now  make 
their  home  in  Elyria. 

Lewis  F.  Wright,  subject  of  sketch,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Elyria,  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  his  business  until 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  three 
months’  service,  but  did  not  go  to  the 
front.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Fif- 
teenth Ohio  Battery  of  Artillery,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  army  of  Tennessee.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Holly  Springs.  Miss.,  and 
then  returned  to  Memphis.  Tenn.,  thence 
proceeding  to  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  The 
regiment  then  was  with  Sherman  in  his 
march  to  the  sea,  moving  as  far  as  Me- 
ridian, Miss.;  also  participated  in  the  Caro- 
lina campaign,  and  took  part  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington,  D.  C.  In  June, 


! 1865,  our  subject  was  discharged  at  Co- 
j lumbus,  Ohio,  when  he  returned  home. 
Having  once  more  settled  down  to  the 
pursuits  of  peace,  he  resumed  farming, 
and,  concluding  that  it  was  “not  good  for 
man  to  be  alone,”  he  in  1879  took  unto 
himself  a wife  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Walsh,  a native  of 
Ireland,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Catherine 
(Hoolihan)  Walsh,  who  many  years  ago 
left,  their  home  in  Erin’s  Isle  for  a new 
one  in  the  Western  World,  which  they 
first  found  in  Vermillion,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio, 
afterward  in  Elyria,  Lorain  county,  whither 
they  came  in  1853.  Here  the  father  died 
January  1,  1880;  the  mother,  who  was 
born  in  December,  1800,  is  now  living 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Wright.  To  our 
subject  and  wife  have  been  born  three 
J children,  viz.:  Fannie  Catherine,  George 
F.  and  Lucy  Agnes.  Air.  Wright  is  a 
\ Republican  in  his  political  sympathies, 

I and  has  served  on  the  school  board;  so- 
j cially  he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
Post,  No.  65,  Elyria. 


OMER  E.  BARRETT,  a resident 
of  Wellington,  is  a native  of  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  born  April  2,  1847, 
a son  of  Augustus  and  Clarissa 
(Cochran)  Barrett. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  Sep- 
| tember  21.  1813,  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y., 
and  in  1826  came  to  Ohio.  On  Novem- 
ber 5,  1840,  he  married  Miss  Clarissa 
Cochran,  and  they  made  their  home  in 
Erie  county  till  1843,  in  which  year  they 
moved  to  Clarksfield  township,  Huron 
county,  and  there  lived  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  In  connection  with  general  farm- 
ing  he  was  an  extensive  sheep  breeder, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred June  7, 1886,  he  was  quite  wealthy ; 
he  died  in  the  house  he  had  built  in 
Clarksfield  township  forty  years  before.  In 
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politics  lie  was  originally  a Whig,  in  his 
later  years  a Republican;  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife 
was  a native  of  Cambridge,  Vt.,  born 
September  16,  1814,  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  Ohio,  and  taught  school  in  Erie 
county  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage; 
she  died  September  5,  1890.  Three  chil- 
dren, as  follows,  were  born  to  this  honored 
couple:  Mary  L.  (Mrs.  Beebe),  of  Clarks- 
iield  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  Caroline 
M.,  married  to  "William  Minor,  of  New 
London  township;  anil  Homer  E. 

Philander  Barrett,  paternal  grandfather 
of  subject,  and  his  wife  were  both  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  while  the  maternal 
grandparents  were  of  Vermont  birth;  they 
were  farming  people,  and  after  the  death 
of  the  grandfather,  the  grandmother  made 
her  home  with  our  subject  till  her  re- 
moval to  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  where  she 
died. 

Ilomer  E.  Barrett,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  Clarkstield  township 
and  Norwalk,  also  at  Oberlin,  eight  or  nine 
terms,  after  which  he  attended  for  a short 
time,  in  1S66,  the  Business  Colleo-e  of 
Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.  In  1S67  he  married 
Miss  Eliza  E.  Xoble,  born  May  24,  1844, 
a daughter  of  Gustavus  and  Harriet 
(Faneher)  Xoble.  fler  father  was  born 
in  Xew  York  State,  whence  prior  to  his 
marriacre  he  came  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Litchfield,  Medina  county.  He  died  when 
she  was  a odrl  of  four  summers,  and  the 
mother  (who  was  born  September  21, 
1822)  was  afterward  married  to  De- 
Gra^se  Thomas,  of  Rochester  township, 
Lorain  county,  and  two  children  were  born 
to  them:  Alma,  wife  of  Walter  Hall,  rail- 
road telegraph  operator;  and  Fred,  mar- 
ried to  Fannie  Smith.  The  mother  is  now 
livino-  in  Rochester,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Xoble  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  as 
follows:  Adelaide,  deceased;  Albina,  wife 
of  George  Chadwick,  residincrin  Wellincr- 
ton;  Eliza  E.,  wife  of  Homer  E.  Barrett; 
Perry,  residing  in  Sherman,  Texas;  and 
co 


i Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Wilbur  Hall.  Mrs. 

Homer  E.  Barrett  lived  for  a time  with 
j her  grandparents  in  Xew  London,  where 
; she  attended  school.  Grandfather  Noble 
| and  his  wife  were  lifelono-  residents  of 
! Litchfield,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  was  born  No- 
! vein  her  15,  1868,  a son  named  Augustus 
| Earl,  who  graduated  at  the  high  school 
] and  attended  the  Homeopathic  Hospital 
; College  at  Cleveland, graduating  from  there 
| in  March,  1893.  He  is  now  practicing 
medicine  in  Detroit,  Michicran. 

1 O 


! ISAAC  KIR  KB  RIDE  is  a lifeloncr, 

O' 

well-to-do  agriculturist  of  Amherst 
_[  township,  and  on  his  father’s  side  of 
the  house  comes  of  Scottish  ancestry. 
He  was  born  in  1838  on  his  present 
farm  in  Amherst  township,  a soil  of  David 
and  Mary  (Phillips)  Ivirkbride,  natives, 
of  England,  the  father  born  January  13. 
1799,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  the 
mother  in  1800  in  Leicestershire,  of  Ena-- 
lisli  lineage.  The  father  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  moved  from  his  native  place  to 
London,  where  he  learned  the  lace  and 
stocking  weaving  trade.  Later  he  was  a 
salesman  for  the  house  of  W.  & J.  Kirk- 
bride.  He  married  in  England,  and  in 
1832  the  young  couple  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  the  voyage  to  Xew  York 
being  made  in  the  ship  “ Roscoe.'’  They 
arrived  at  that  city  December  6 following, 
where  Mr.  Kirkbride engaged  in  the  maim- 
factoring  business  for  a tiule:  they  then 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  there 
in  1833  came  to  Lorain  countv,  settling  in 
the  woods  of  Amherst  township.  Here  he 
died  in  1875,  his  wife  in  1889.  In  his 
early  days  in  this  country  lie  was  a Demo- 
crat, later  a Free-soiler.  Grandfather 
Phillips  was  a soldier  in  the  Napoleonic 
wars  with  EiKdand.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk- 

O 

; bride  had  a family  of  eight  children,  as 
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follows:  David,  a farmer  in  Amherst  town- 
ship; Mary,  at  home;  Elizabeth;  Ann; 
Margaret;  John  (married),  deceased  in 
January,  1875;  Maria,  wife  of  AV.  S. 
Biggs,  of  Elyria;  and  Isaac,  subject  of 
sketch. 

Isaac  Kirkbride  received  his  education 
at  the  public  schools  of  his  township,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  life.  He  owns  a good 
farm  of  107  acres,  all  in  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  In  politics  he  takes  an  active  ! 
interest,  and  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  never  married. 


"I  F? ARL  AYANGERIEN.  Germany  ! 

A has  given  to  the  United  States  a 
host  of  industrious,  frugal,  honest 
and  loyal  citizens,  and  wherever 
they  make  their  stand,  there  they 
leave  their  impress.  Of  such  an  one  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

He  was  born  March  29,  1814,  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg  - Strelitz, 
Germany,  a son  of  John  Wangerieu,  a 
shoemaker  by  trade.  Our  subject  was 
educated  from  the  age  of  six  to  fourteen 
at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place, 
and  then  commenced  to  learn  his  father’s 
trade  under  him,  serving  a four-years’  ap- 
prenticeship, after  which  he  passed  four 
years  in  the  regular  army.  He  then  served 
one  year  as  a journeyman  workman,  travel- 
ing from  place  to  place,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  returned  to  his  native  town  and 
commenced  business  for  his  own  account. 
At  that  time,  October  IS,  18-12,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Henrietta  Nalierenst,  a native 
of  the  same  part  of  the  country,  daughter 
of  David  A aherenst,  by  which  union  two 
children  were  born  in  Germany:  Amelia, 
now  Mrs.  John  Lindeman.  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  Augusta,  who  was  married  to 
Frederick  Heist,  and  died  in  Russia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county. 


In  the  summer  of  1852  the  family,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  AVangerieu,  his  wife  and 
two  daughters,  set  sail  from  Hamburg  on 
the  good  ship  “Howard,”  bound  for  New 
York,  where  after  a voyage  of  forty-three 
days,  they  landed  in  safety.  From  there 
they  proceeded  by  rail  to  Dunkirk,  N.  Y., 
thence  by  water  to  Cleveland,  where  they 
arrived  in  September  following.  Here 
Mr.  Wangerien  worked  at  his  trade  two 
months,  after  which  the  entire  family 
removed  to  the  German  settlement  in  Rus- 
sia township,  Lorain  county,  where  the 
father  bought  land  and  lived  thereon 
twenty  years,  employed  in  farming  and  at 
his  trade;  in  1872  he  bought  another  piece 
of  land  containing  217  acres,  in  the  same 
township,  and  as  an  agriculturist  he  has 
been  fairly  successful.  In  the  United 
States  two  more  children  were  born  to  him, 
viz. : Charles  R.  and  Henry  C.,  both  farmers 
in  Russia  township.  The  mother  died 
June  20,  1S84,  and  was  buried  in  South 
Amherst  cemetery.  In  politics  Mr. 
AV  angerien  is  a Republican,  though  not  an 
active  worker  in  his  party.  In  the  Father- 
land  he  had  united  with  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  he  has  faithfully  re- 
mained. Since  the  death  of  his  wife  he 
has  been  making  his  home  with  his  sons, 
who  are  neighbors,  tarrying  with  them 
alternately. 


GIIARLES  R.  AV  ANGER  IE  A,  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  careful 
' agriculturists  of  Russia  township, 
Lorain  county,  who  from  the  bottom 
rung  of  the  ladder  has  made  his  way  to 
the  top  entirely  by  his  own  energy,  per- 
severance and  sound  judgment,  is  a native 
of  Russia  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
born  November  10,  1854. 

Mr.  A\Tancrerien  is  the  eldest  born  in  Lo- 

O 

rain  county  to  Karl  and  Henrietta  (Naher- 
enst)  AVangerien.  He  attended  school 
eight  seasons  in  Russia  township,  after- 
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ward  at  Cleveland  two  seasons,  and  then 
commenced  agricultural  pursuits  on  his 
father's  farm,  where  he  lias  since  continued 
to  reside.  On  November  16,  1876,  he 
was  married  to  Augusta  Dehn,  who  was 
born  in  Amherst  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  June  29,  1855,  a daughter  of  A\  ill- 
iam  and  Christina  (Hacker)  Dehn,  natives 
of  Mecklenburg-Strelitz,  Germany,  whence 
they  emigrated  to  this  country  many 
years  ago.  Wlieu  Mr.  Wangerien  s mother, 
died  in  1884,  his  wife  took  charge  of  the 
household  affairs,  and  has  so  continued 
since.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  three  children:  Harry  A.,  Karl  W. 

and  Alma  II. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wangerien  is  a Repub- 
lican, but  not  an  active  one,  as  he  wisely 
devotes  all  his  time  to  bis  farm  and  family. 
He  is  the  owner  of  225  acres  of  prime  land 
in  Russia  township,  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  and  most  industrious  farmers 
in  his  locality. 


EXRY  C.  WANGERIEN,  than 
whom  there  is  no  more  industrious 
and  painstaking  agriculturist  in 
Russia  township,  is  a native  of 
same,  born  October  24, 1857,  young- 
est in  the  family  of  Karl  and  Henrietta 
(Naherenst)  Wangerien . 

He  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  his  township  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  old,  when  he  commenced 
work  on  the  farm  under  his  father,  a voca- 
tion he  has  since  continued  in  with  every 
success.  On  December  7,  1880,  Mr.  Wan- 
gerien was  married  to  Augusta  Draram, 
who  was  born  in  Russia  township,  Lorain 
county,  January  19,  1859,  a daughter  of 
Karl  Dramm,  a native  of  Germany.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Arthur  C.,  born  July  10.  1883; 
Iona  G.,  born  November  10,  1885;  and 
Nelson  L.,  born  July  1,  1889.  After  mar- 
riage our  subject  built  a house  near  that  of 


his  father,  where  he  and  his  bride  made 
their  new  home,  and  continued  to  live 
until  1889,  in  which  year  they  removed  to 
their  present  farm,  which  Mr.  Wangerien 
has  substantially  improved,  having  erected 
all  the  buildings  thereon  with  bis  own 
hands.  He  now  owns  185  acres  of  excel- 
lent land,  and  stands  second  to  none  in  the 
county  as  an  all-round  agriculturist.  Po- 
litically he  is  a leading  Republican,  and  is 
now  acceptably  tilling  the  office  of  town- 
ship trustee. 


q?  EORGE  W.  GIBSON.  This  gen  tie - 
r.  man,  proprietor  of  the  leading  livery 
ji  and  hack  business  in  Oberlin,  comes 
Hi  of  ancestry  whose  home  was  the 
soil  of  Scott  and  Burns — “ land  of 
the  mountain  and  the  flood.” 

Our  subject  was  born  November  19, 
1845,  in  Russia  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  a son  of  Orin  and  Elizabeth  (Free- 
man) Gibson.  The  parents  were  natives 
of  New  York,  and  in  1833  came  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Brownhelm  township  till  1835, 
when  they  moved  to  Russia  township  on  a 
farm,  which  at  that  time  was  all  in  the  woods, 
but  is  now  one  of  the  best  cultivated  in 
the  township.  The  father  died  May  30, 
1884,  in  Oberlin,  where  the  mother  is  yet 
living.  She  was  born  in  Vermont,  a daugh- 
ter of  Luther  Freeman,  also  a native  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  who  in  1824  came 
to  Russia  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Orin  Gibson  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  as  follows:  Louisa,  wife  of 
Nathan  B.  Nash,  residing  in  Russia  town- 
ship,  Lorain  county;  Anna,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  David  Brobert,  and  died  in  1886 
in  Oberlin:  and  George  W. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  township,  and  as- 
sisted in  the  opening  up  of  the  home  farm, 
working  thereon  till  March,  18S1,  when 
he  came  to  Oberlin  and  embarked  in  his 
present  livery  business.  On  December  25, 
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1870,  Mr.  Gibson  was  married,  in  Russia 
township,  Lorain  county,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Plain,  a native  of  Broome  county,  X.  \. 
(daughter  of  Henry  Plain),  who  came  to 
Lorain  county  in  1801.  One  of  her  broth- 
ers, during  the  Civil  war,  enlisted  in  the 
Federal  army  from  Lorain  county.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union, 
Electa  and  Raymond.  In  li is  political 
sympathies  Mr.  Gibson  identities  himself  i 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  1882  he  i 
was  appointed  deputy  sheriff,  a position  he  j 
is  yet  tilling.  Socially  lie'  is  a member  of  j 
the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  owns  the  old  ! 
homestead  in  Russia  township,  and  is  a 
well-to-do,  popular  citizeu. 


F.  LANGUOR,  a well-to-do  citi- 
\1J  zen  of  Penfield  township,  was  born 
K.  Mj  November  16,  1819,  in  the  town 
of  Coblesk  ill,  Schoharie  Co., 
N.  Y„  son  of  Forester  and  orandson  of 

7 O 

Lewis  Langdon,  who  was  a manufacturer 
of  cider-mills. 

Forester  Langdon  was  married  in  his  na- 
tive State  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Moses 
Frederick  Delosdernier,  who  ’came  from 
Nova  Scotia,  and  while  living  in  New 
York  children  were  born  to  this  union  as 
follows:  Clarissa,  who  married  Perry 

Disbro,  and  died  March  9,  1893,  in  Iowa; 
Matilda,  who  married  Samuel  White,  and 
died  February  7,  1890,  in  Eaton  Rapids, 
Mich.;  William  F.,  our  subject;  Hiram 
A.,  who  was  a physician  of  Avon,  Lorain 
county,  where  lie  died  October  9,  1873; 
Maria,  who  married  Lyman  Webber,  and 
died  April  10,  1886,  in  Van  Wert  county, 
Ohio;  Orilla,  Mrs.  Samuel  Disbro,  of  Cass 
county,  Iowa;  Lucinda,  who  was  the  widow 
of  Horace  Cragin,  of  La  Grange,  Ohio, 
died  December  19,  1893;  Washington  L., 
of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio;  and  LionarE., 
also  of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio.  Early  in 
1834  Mr.  Langdon,  with  his  daughter 


Matilda  and  son  William  F.,  set  out  for 
Ohio,  driving  the  entire  distance,  and  ar- 
riving on  February  16,  after  a journey  of 
twenty-one  days,  in  La  Grange  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  they  found  a tem- 
porary home  with  Mr.  Langdon’s  brother- 
in-law,  Allen  Sheldon.  The  father  re- 
turned to  New  York  State,  and  in  the 
following  May  brought  the  remainder  of 
the  family  to  Ohio,  our  subject  in  the 
meantime  living  with  his  uncle,  Joseph 
Lincoln.  Mrs.  Langdon  died  in  Lorain 
county  April  21,  1835,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one,  and  some  years  later  Mr.  Langdon  re- 
moved to  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  is  now  buried,  having  passed  away  there 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  period,  and 
came  to  Ohio  when  fourteen  years  old,  at 
which  time  the  country  was  completely 
wild  and  abounded  with  wolves,  deer,  wild 
hogs,  turkeys,  etc.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  left  home  and  went  to  La  Porte, 
where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
under  a Mr.  Bassett,  and  also  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  wagon  making,  which  he 
followed  to  some  extent.  In  the  winter 
of  1846  he  went  to  Louisiana  to  work  in 
the  lumber  region.  On  January  22,  1850, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Denham, 
who  was  born  November  9,  1825,  in  Scot- 
land, whence  her  parents,  Peter  and  Mar- 
garet (Lyle)  Denham,  emigrated  in  an 
early  day  to  the  United  States  and  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Penfield  township,  Lorain 
countv,  where  both  died  at  the  ao-e  of 
eighty-six  years. 

After  his  marriage  (Mr.  Langdon  located 
on  the  place  where  he  yet  resides,  purchas- 
ing, on  credit,  fifty-seven  and  a half  acres 
at  ten  dollars  per  acre.  The  country  was 
very  swampy  and  all  in  the  woods,  and 
there  was  not  a house  in  sight.  For 
twenty-five  years  he  worked  diligently 
at  his  trades,  some  of  the  best  wagons  in 
the  section  coming  from  his  workshop; 
and  after  years  of  industry  and  economy 
has  amassed  a comfortable  property,  all 
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the  result  of  his  own  untiring  efforts.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Langdon  have  had  one  child, 
Margaret  F.,  now  the  wife  of  M.  L.  Disbro, 
of  Penfield  township;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Disbro 
have  had  two  children:  Munson  Langdon 
and  James  Leverne,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in  1S8L  at  the  age  of  ten  months. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a Republican, 
active  in  party  affairs,  and  has  held  various 
local  positions  of  trust,  such  as  township 
trustee,  etc.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  trustee. 


W\  C.  SUTLIFF,  one  of  the  best 
' known  farmer  citizens  of  Carlisle 
township,  and  a justice  of  the 
peace,  is  a native  of  same,  born 
February  28,  1826,  a son  of  Salmon  and 
Anna  (Beaman)  Sutliff. 

The  Sutliffs  come  of  English  ancestry. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  N\  Y.,  in  1786,  and 
was  there  married.  He  served  in  the  war 
of  1812,  under  Gen.  Harrison.  In  1820 
lie  came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  first 
locating  in  Avon  township,  whence  on 
January  1,  1821,  he  moved  to  Carlisle 
township.  He  died  here  in  1857,  his  wife 
in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
In  religious  sentiment  they  were  Baptists, 
and  in  politics  he  was  an  Old-line  Whig. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children, 
of  whom  the  following  is  a brief  record: 
Lo  vicia  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Silas 
B.,  a wagonmaker,  was  married,  and  died 
at  Joliet,  111.;  William  II.  II.  resides  in 
Wellington,  Lorain  county;  Asa  G.  was 
married,  and  died  in  Minnesota  in  1879; 
O.  II.  F.  is  married,  and  lives  in  Carlisle 
township,  Lorain  county;  Charles  B.  was 
killed  by  the  cars;  Ralph  O.  is  married, 
and  resides  in  Michigan;  Lusetta  is  the 
wife  of  Eli  Wright,  of  Wood  county,  Ohio; 
Warren  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir; 
Lucinda  was  the  wife  of  Frederick  Lee 


(she  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio);  Jesse  S.,  a 
twin,  has  his  home  in  Saginaw,  Mich,  (his 
twin  brother  died  when  three  weeks  old); 
Theodore  S.  also  lives  in  Michigan;  Miles 
W.  is  married,  and  resides  in  Penfield 
township,  Lorain  county;  Rosetta  is  the 
wife  of  William  Gott,  of  Wellington,  Ohio. 
Grandfather  Gad  Sutliff  was  a soldier  in 
' the  Revolutionary  war,  and  lived  and  died 
I in  New  York  State. 

W.  C.  Sutliff  received  a limited  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place,  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  have  been  his  life  work,  and  he  now 
owns  a good  farm  in  Carlisle  township. 
In  February,  1854,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jane  A.  Bennett,  dano-h- 

o o 

ter  of  David  and  Jane  (Galpin)  Bennett, 

I the  former  born  in  Westmoreland,  N.  H., 

I the  latter  in  Waterbury,  Conn.  Two  chil- 
dren— Ada  C.  and  Louis  E. — have  been 
born  to  this  union.  Mr.  Sutliff'  is  an 
active  Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Franklin  Pierce.  He  served  his  town- 
ship as  constable  for  about  ten  years,  also 
as  assessor  and  trustee  several  terms,  and 
-five  years  has  been  a 


for  the  past  twenty 
justice  of  the  peace. 


JjOSEPH  B.  FLICKINGER,  than 
k,  | whom  no  citizen  of  Lorain  county 
stands  higher  in  the  community,  or  is 
better  esteemed,  conies  of  an  old 
Pennsylvania-German  family. 

lie  was  born  December  29,  1827,  in 
Greene  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  a son 
of  Peter  Flickino'er.  who  was  born  in 
Ilao-erstown,  Md.,  October  13,  1787,  he  a 
I son  of  Jacob  Flickinger,  a native  of  Ger- 
many. Peter  was  a stone  mason  and 
bricklayer  by  trade.  He  was  married  Oc- 
tober 10,  1813,  in  Brothers  Valley  town-' 
j ship,  Somerset  Co.,  Penn.,  to  Elizabeth 
! Kieffer,  who  was  born  June  12,  1793,  also 
j in  Brothers  Valley  township,  daughter  of 


1160 


LORA IN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


Jacob  Kieffer,  a well-to-do  capitalist,  who 
came  from  Germany,  and  was  married  to 
a Miss  Eva  Fritz,  also  of  Germany,  whose 
mother  died  when  crossing;  the  ocean,  and 
was  buried  at  sea.  One  child,  Mary  Ann, 
was  born  to  them  in  Southampton  town- 
ship, Somerset  Co.,  Penn.,  August  1, 1814, 
and  died  unmarried  in  Greene  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Ohio.  On  March  10,  1818, 
Peter  Flickinger  and  his  little  family,  ac- 
companied by  his  father-in-law,  Jacob 
Kieffer,  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Greene 
township,  Wayne  county  (he  had  come  out 
the  year  before,  and  entered  land  there). 
The  country  was  very  wild,  and  they  had 
to  cut  their  way  through  the  woods,  in 
which  roamed  tierce  animals,  sometimes  so 
emboldened  by  hunger  as  to  enter  the  very 
house.  One  nio-ht  Mrs.  Flickinger  had 

O *- 

some  meat  boiled  in  a pot,  and  a bear, 
smelling  it  from  afar,  coolly  walked  into 
the  house,  ate  up  the  beef,  and  then  took 
his  departure  with  considerably  less  cere- 
mony than  would  any  average  nineteenth- 
century  tramp.  Mr.  Flickinger  had  bought 
160  acres  of  Government  land,  which  for 
the  most  part  he  cleared  with  his  own 
hand,  receiving  valuable  assistance  from 
his  stalwart  sons.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  owner  of  550  acres  of  land. 
In  addition  to  farming  he  did  considerable 
masonry  work,  among  other  buildings 
erecting  his  own  house.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig,  and  served  in  various  town- 
ship offices  of  trust  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  his  constituents;  in  religion  he 
was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  died  May  20,  1849;  his  wife 
passed  from  earth  August  23,  1843,  and 
they  are  buried  in  Milton  township,  Wayne 
county.  The  children  born  to  them  in  Ohio 
were  as  follows:  Eli,  born  July  22,  1816, 
in  Greene  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio, 
now  of  Kipton,  Ohio;  Otillia,  born  May 
24,  1818,  widow  of  E.  N.  Fowler,  of  Ben- 
ton county,  Iowa;  Jacob,  born  January  24, 
1821,  who  died  October  21,  1846,  at 
Matamoras,  Mexico,  while  servino-  in  the 
Mexican  war;  Jesse,  born  May  22,  1824. 


now  a mechanic  and  carpenter,  of  Kansas; 
Peter  X.  and  Joseph  B.  (twins),  born  De- 
cember 29,  1827,  of  whom  Peter  X.  died 
March  23,  1849,  when  aged  twenty-one. 

Joseph  B.  Flickinger,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  did  not  attend  school  till 
he  was  nine  years  old,  the  schoolhonse 
being  at  too  oreat  a distance  from  his 
home;  but  he  was  an  apt  scholar,  and 
learned  rapidly.  Up  to  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  was  reared  on  a farm,  was  taught 
agriculture,  and  then  commenced  to  learn 
the  trade  of  bricklayer  and  stonemason,  at 
first  under  his  father,  later  under  Beuben 
Tressler.  On  completing  his  trade  he  be- 
gan taking  contracts  for  ins  own  account. 

fc>  tD 

and  worked  at  various  places.  After  his 
marriage  he  located  on  a farm  in  Greene 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  Port- 
acre  road,  on  which  he  remained  eighteen 
months,  then  coming  to  Huntington  town- 

. ^ O 

ship,  Lorain  county,  he  bought  126  acres 
of  land,  where  he  made  his  home  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved 
to  Camden  township  and  purchased  the 
fine  farm  which  he  yet  owns.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1880,  he  came  to  the  town  of  Kipton, 
where  he  lias  since  resided  in  comparative 
retirement.  For  twelve  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  farming  implements. 

On  March  8,  1849,  Mr.  Flickinger  was 
united  in  marriacre  with  Miss  Mary  Pow- 

O 

ers,  born  October  16,  1829.  in  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Wiram  and  Maria  (Moulton)  Powers,  who 
were  descendants  of  some  of  the  early  fam- 
ilies of  Xew  England.  Each  of  the  par- 
ents— Wiram  and  Maria — came  to  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  with  their  parents.  Thomas 
Powers,  father  of  Wiram,  married  Olive 
Harvey,  who  ran  bullets  for  the  Conti- 
nental army  at  Bunker  Hill,  as  four  of  her 
brothers  were  participants  in  that  engage- 
ment; in  the  same  army  her  father  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  shod  horses  for  the  cavalry. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flickinger  were  born  two 
children,  as  follows:  Claista  C.,  born  Oc- 
tober 9,  1850,  in  Greene  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  Hiram  J.,  born  September 


. 
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19,  1854,  in  Camden  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  and  died  September  7,  1863.  Claista 
C.  married  Otis  Ivelsey,  and  three  children 
were  horn  to  them:  Carrie  B.  (Mrs.  L.  V. 
Bates),  Cora  L.  and  Nettie  M.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Flickinger  was  originally  a Whig, 
later  a Republican,  and  for  twenty-four 
years  he  has  served  as  a justice  of  the 
peace,  his  last  reelection  being  in  the  spring 
of  .1893;  he  has  also  been  trustee,  assessor 
of  real  estate  and  personal  property,  and 
was  enumerator  of  census  in  1880  and  in 
1890.  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  a dea- 
con, and  of  the  Sabbath-school  of  which  he 
lias  been  superintendent  for  twelve  years. 


DR.  TENNANT,  one  of  Lorain 
county’s  leading  farmers,  having 
___  234  acres  of  prime  land  in  Camden 

township,  was  born  August  20, 
1826,  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of 
Selden  and  Lydia  (Allen)  Tennant. 

Selden  Tennant,  father  of  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1787,  and 
in  1793  came  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
with  his  parents.  'When  a young  man  he 
bo ucd it  land  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  but  not 
loner  afterward  he  removed  to  Monroe 
county.  In  1846  he  came  to  Ohio  and 
bought  wild  land  in  Camden  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  where  he  became  a well-to-do 
citizen,  farming  being  his  life  vocation. 
In  Otsego  county  he  had  married  Miss 
Lydia,  Allen,  who  bore  him  children  as  fol- 
lows: Moses  S.,  who  died  in  Camden  town- 
ship aged  seventy-eight  years;  Betsy,  who 
married  Charles  Kingsbury,  died  in  Mich- 
igan; Allen,  a resident  of  Kenton,  Ohio; 
Lydia,  married  to  David  M.  Tennant,  died 
in  Oberlin  in  1892;  David  R.,our  subject; 
and  Hannah  M.,  married  to  Moses  Hol- 
comb, now  of  Cass  county,  Iowa.  The 
mother  died  in  1835  in  New  York  State, 
the  father  on  his  farm  in  Camden  town- 


ship, Lorain  county,  in  1871.  Politically 
he  was  first  an  ardent  Whig,  afterward,  on 
the  formation  of  the  party,  a stanch  Re- 
publican. In  religious  connection  lie  and 
in’s  wife  were  zealous  Baptists. 

David  R.  Tennant  attended,  as  circu in- 
stances permitted,  the  common  schools  of 
the  locality  of  his  birth,  and  early  in  life 
was  inducted  into  the  mysteries  of  farm 
life.  He  continued  to  reside  with  his 
parents,  and  on  November  19,  1846,  was 
married  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss 
Melita  Burpee,  who  was  born  July  29, 
1827,  in  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  daughter  of 
Otis  and  Dorinda  (Pearson)  Burpee,  who 
moved  to  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1830,  and  in  1842  came  to  Monroe  county, 
same  State.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tennant  came  to  Ohio  with  his  father,  on 
whose  farm  in  Camden  township,  Lorain 
county,  he  resided  nine  years  after  coming, 
working  for  the  most  part  on  shares,  his 
father  making;  his  home  with  him.  In 
about  1855  he  bought  ninety-one  acres,  a 
portion  of  his  present  farm,  which  he  in- 
creased by  additions  to  234  acres,  and  here 
he  has  successfully  carried  on  farming 
operations.  The  children  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  are  as  follows:  Franklin  R., 
a farmer  of  Bay  county,  Mich.;  Emily  D., 
married  to  Albert  H.  Kennedy,  residing  in 
Rockport,  Ind.  (they  are  both  graduates  of 
Oberlin  College);  Ella  A.,  Mrs.  II.  IT. 
Howe,  of  Medina  county,  Ohio;  Clara M., 
wife  of  II.  F.  Bronson,  a farmer  of  Cam- 
den township;  George  W.,  a farmer  of 
Bay  county,  Mich.;  and  Almina  M.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  All 
these  children  were  well  educated,  and  all 
had  been  school-teachers,  except  one,  who 
had  lost  health.  Mr.  Tennant  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  formerly  a Whig,  and  a 
Christian  man  in  all  his  thoughts  and  acts, 
though  not  a member  of  any  church.  He 
is  very  precise  in  his  dealings,  but  never 
‘‘close,”  rather  the  reverse;  and  he  has 
been  most  liberal  to  his  family  in  the  way 
of  educational  advantages  and  all  things 
necessary  to  their  advancement  in  life. 
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Mrs.  Tennant,  who  has  nobly  acted  her 
part  in  the  rearing  of  her  family,  and  in 
making  the  home  what  it  is — comfortable 

o 

and  home-like— is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist  Church. 


Tj AMES  CONNOLLY,  who  for  over 
k | twenty- two  years  has  been  keeper  of 
O,'1  the  lighthouse  off  Lorain,  is  a native 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  born  November 
9,  1828. 

His  father,  John  Connolly,  was  a native 
of  Queen's  County,  Ireland,  and  when  a 
young  man  came  to  Quebec,  where  he  mar- 
ried Cordelia  Bell,  a native  of  London, 
England.  He  was  a ship  carpenter, 
caulker  and  sailor,  sailing  on  the  ocean  in 
early  life,  but  after  his  marriage  followed 
the  lakes,  building  vessels  at  different  1 
ports.  In  the  summer  of  1836  he  settled 
at  Black  River  (now  Lorain),  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1861;  his  wife  died  in  Lorain  in 
1853.  They  reared  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren-— six  sons  and  two  daughters — 
namely:  Bartholomew,  who  died  in  Shef- 
field township,  Lorain  county;  Stephen, 
who  also  died  in  Lorain  county;  James, 
subject  of  this  memoir;  Carrie  A.,  wife  of 
Henry  Volmar,  of  Cleveland;  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  F.  C.  Thompson;  AYilliam,  mar- 
ried and  residing  in  Lorain  (he  served  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth 
O.  Y.  I.);  Edwin,  married  and  residing  in 
Cleveland;  and  John,  who  enlisted,  in 
1862,  in  Company  H,  Eighth  O.  V.  L, 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  was  i 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Manchester  (he  j 
re-enlisted  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred 
and  Third  O.  Y.  I.,  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  died  in  Andersonville  Prison  in  1865). 

In  November,  1836,  when  about  eight 
years  of  age,  James  Connolly  came  from 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  Lorain,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  his  education  at  the  common  j 
schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  ship  i 
carpenter  and  caulker,  and  for  thirty  years  ; 
was  a sailor  on  the  lakes,  being  captain  and 


mate  of  a vessel  during  the  summer  for 
many  years,  and  during  this  long  life  he 
had  many  thrilling  experiences.  In  1871, 
during  Grant’s  administration,  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  Secretary  Boutwell,  keeper  of 
the  lighthouse,  in  which  ’capacity  he  is 
still  retained.  He  now  has  charge  of  the 
second  lighthouse,  and  the  tower  building, 
for  range  lights  are  erected,  and  are  being 
used. 

On  June  21,  1853,  Mr.  Connolly  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Lorain,  with  Miss 
Alice  L.  Gillmore,  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  daughter  of  Quartns  Gillmore, 
both  members  of  a very  carl}’  family  of 
the  county.  To  this  union  were  born  six 
children,  namely:  Alice,  wife  of  L.  H. 
Eddy,  residing  on  Second  Avenue,  Lorain 
(Mr.  Eddy  is  an  engineer  on  the  C.  1,.  A 
W i R.  R.  from  Lorain  to  Wheeling) ; 
James  Q.,  who  was  killed  by  lightning 
when  ten  years  old;  Eugene,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen;  Frank  Lyons,  who  died 
when  five  years  old;  and  Clara  and  Carrie 
(twins),  who  died  when  seven  weeks  old. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  from 
earth  January  5,  1893.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  three 
years,  when  the  public  schools  were  first 
organized  here.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  Lorain  Lodge,  F.  A A.  M.,  of  which 
he  is  a chapter  member;  he  was  also  a 
member  of  King  Solomon’s  Lodge  at 
Elyria.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a Con- 
gregationalist.  During  his  residence  in 
Lorain  Mr.  Connolly  has  watched  its  de- 
velopment, from  a village  of  500  people, 
to  a thriving  little  city  of  6,000. 


OBERT  REDFERN.  Prominent 
and  well-known  in  the  community 
' of  Columbia  township,  in  both  pub- 
lic and  private  life,  is  to  be  found 
this  gentleman. 

He  is  a native  of  Canada,  born  in  the 
town  of  White  Church,  County  of  Bruce, 
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Ontario,  August  24,  1837,  a son  of  Robert 
and  Ellen  Red  tern,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
in  an  early  day  immigrated  to  Canada, 
locating  in  the  County  of  Eruce,  Ontario, 
from  there  removing  in  1853  to  Olmsted 
Falls,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  and  later  com- 
ing to  Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county. 
Our  subject  received  a thorough  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place 
up  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  at  which  time  the 
family  moved  to  Olmsted  Falls,  Ohio,  and 
he  was  twenty  years  old  when  they  came 
to  Lorain  county.  Here  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  sawmilling.  For  one  year 
he  was  employed  in  the  cheese  factory  at 
West  V iew,  and  he  was  in  the  milk  busi- 
ness in  Cleveland  seven  years.  In  April, 
1857,  he  had  married,  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  Miss  Mary  C.  Hacket, 
a native  of  that  township,  daughter  of 
Gain  R.  and  Electa  (Sabin)  Hacket,  pio- 
neers of  Columbia  township,  who  settled  in 
the  wild  woods  where  they  cleared  a farm. 
Gain  R.  Hacket  was  born  in  Manchester, 
N.  Y.,  August  13,  1810;  his  wife,  Electa 
A.  (Sabin),  in  Ontario,  A.  Y.,  May  5, 1815. 
They  were  married  September  13,  1832, 
and  same  year  moved  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  on  a 
farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  which  he  cleared 
up.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Zebina,  Mary  C.,  Lafrancis 
E.,  Stephen,  Emily,  Sarah  and  Laura,  of 
whom  there  are  yet  living:  Mary  C.  Red- 
fern,  Lafrancis  E.  Hacket  and  Emily  Os- 
born. The  father  of  these  died  in  March, 
1855;  the  mother  is  now  living  on  the  old 
place  with  Mr.  and  51  rs.  Red  fern. 

After  marriage  our  subject  settled  on  his 
present  fine  farm  of  148  acres,  all  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation  (its  original  size  having 
been  seventy-five  acres),  and  here  carries 
on  general  agriculture  including  dairying, 
of  which  branch  he  makes  a specialty,  do- 
ing a large  business.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Redfern:  Lilly 
Ann,  wife  of  John  Richards  (they  have 
fivechildren — Charles,  Robert,  Albert,  May 
and  Lena,  all  residing  in  Strongsville, 


Ohio);  Ellen  May,  who  married  J.  II. 
Culver,  and  died  in  1884;  Eva  May,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Elmer 
Dewitt,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years; 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  In  politics 
our  subject  votes  with  the  Republican 
party;  has  served  as  township  trustee,  be- 
ing now  in  his  fourth  year,  and  has  been 
a member  of  the  school  board  several 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church. 


O A RD1S  X.  BARNES,  farmer  ' and 
dealer  in  horses,  is  well  and  favor- 
ably  known  throughout  Amherst 
township,  where  he  was  born  in 
March,  1838. 

Ezekiel  Barnes,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  1770  in 
Worcester,  whence  in  1817  he  came  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  on  Lot  43, 
Amherst  township,  where  he  died  in  1860. 
His  children  were  as  follows:  Ezekiel  G.; 

Sardis  D.,  who  died  at  Upper  Sandusky 
before  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born; 
Paulina,  who  died  in  Madison,  Lake  Co., 
Ohio  (she  was  the  wife  of  Rawson  Crocker, 
and  their  son  is  now  the  oldest  man  in 
North  Amherst);  Fannie,  who  married 
David  Smith,  and  became  the  mother  of 
Judge  L.  B.  Smith,  of  Elyria;  Amanda, 
who  married  Warren  Smith,  and  went 
with  the  Mormons  (he  was  killed  during 
the  raid  on  Nauvoo,  111.,  and  she  died  re- 
cently in  Salt  Lake  City);  Juliet,  who 
married  Ira  Lelie,  and  still  resides  in  Am- 
herst; and  Charlotte,  who  married  Mon- 
v i lie  Wintone,  and  died  in  Wood  county. 
Grandfather  Barnes  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  well  known  in  political 
circles,  first  as  a Whig  and  in  later  years 
as  a Republican.  His  eldest  son,  Ezekiel 
G.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Old 
Becket,  Mass.,  September  1,  1799,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Amherst  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  in  1817.  In  1825  he 
revisited  the  East,  and  was  there  .married, 


. 
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same  year,  to  Miss  Elvira  Harrington,  who 
was  born  March  5,  1805,  in  New  York 
State.  Returning  to  Amherst  township  he 
settled  down  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
became  prosperous.  He  was  a great  hunter, 
and  as  in  his  day  the  forest  teemed  with 
game  of  all  sorts,  many  a deer,  pheasant 
and  wild  turkey  fell  to  his  unerring  rifle. 
In  politics  he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  a brief  record  of  them  be- 
ing as  follows:  Gilbert  IE,  born  Novem- 

ber 17,  1826,  still  resides  in  Amherst 
township;  Louisa  E.,  born  August  27, 
1828,  is  the  widow  of  James  Gawn,  and 
she  also  resides  in  Amherst  township; 
G.  Monroe,  born  September  3,  1830,  was 
married,  and  died  in  August,  1891;  Henry 
D.,  born  August  12,  1836,  died  April  6, 
1869;  Sardis  X.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
called  from  earth  December  31,  1881,  the 
mother  on  January  29,  1888. 

Sardis  X.  Barnes  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  township.  On  September 
10,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriao-e  with 
Miss  Calista  Bemis,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 7, 1840,  and  one  child,  Nellie,  has  come 
to  brighten  their  home.  Mr.  Barnes  is  a 
wide  awake,  progressive  farmer,  and  for 
the  past  few  years  has  given  special  atten- 
tion to  trading  in  fast  horses,  selling  in  the 
eastern  markets.  Politically  he  votes  with  j 
the  Republican  party,  in  which  he  takes 
an  active  interest. 


I H.  REED,  a prominent  and  influen- 
I tial  farmer  of  Eaton  township,  was  j 
I born  July  19,  1847,  in  Strongsville, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  a son  of  Joseph  | 
and  Tamar  (Lyman)  Reed,  natives,  the 
father  of  Cornwall,  England,  the  mother 
of  Strongsville,  Ohio. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  Joseph  Reed  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  and  locating 
first  in  Strongsville,  Ohio,  from  there 
moved  .to  Columbia  township,  Lorain 


county,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  1882;  his  widow  is  yet  living.  They 
had  a family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  six 
are  yet  living,  viz. : J.  L.,  married,  resid- 
| ing  in  Ridgeville  township  (he  has  two 
children,  Fred  and  Elsie);  J.  II.,  subject 
of  sketch;  Sophia  L.,  widow  of  Chauncey 
Nichols,  late  of  Berea,  Ohio  (she  has  three 
children — Lena,  Mary  and  William);  Mary 
I.,  wife  of  Otis  B.  Osborne,  of  Eaton  town- 
ship (she  has  three  children  — Nellie, 
Charlie  and  Bayard);  F.  N.,  married,  in 
the  wholesale  millinery  business  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio  (has  one  daughter — Winifred); 
and  Charles  T.,  single,  in  business  with 
his  brother  in  Cleveland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Reed  also  reared  a niece,  Lydia 
; Ratcliffe,  now  married  and  living  in  Cali- 
fornia. v 

J.  H.  Reed,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county,  supplemented  with  a few  months 
attendance  at  Oberlin  College.  For  a 
time  he  worked  at  the  stone  business  in 
Berea,  Ohio,  as  well  as  in  Columbia  town- 
ship, but  farming  has  been  his  chief  life 
vocation.  In  fS72  he  came  to  Eaton 
| township,  and  bought  a partly  improved 
farm  of  seventy-nine  acres,  on  which  he 
erected  a house  and  barn,  subsequently 
adding  thereto  sixty- two  acres,  aggrecrat- 
inn  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  town- 

O 

ship.  Just  after  marriage,  and  prior  to 
coming  to  Eaton  township,  Mr.  Reed  and 
his  wife  lived  two  years  in  Ridgeville 
township. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1871,  our  subject 
was  married,  in  Ridgeville  township,  to 
Miss  Jennie  McNelly,  of  that  township, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Cave) 
McNelly,  the  father  a native  of  Whitehall, 
N.  Y.,  who  settled  in  Ridgeville  township 
some  sixty  years  ago,  the  mother  of  Eng- 
land ; both  are  living  in  Elyria,  Ohio. 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Wilson)  Cave,  grand- 
parents of  Mrs.  Heed,  were  natives  of  Eng- 
land, whence  in  an  early  day  they  came  to 
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America,  makino-  a settlement  on  Chestnut 
Ridge,  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
two  children — Claude  Thomas  and  Clyde 
Joseph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are  members 
of  t lie  Christian  Church  at  Eaton  Center, 
of  which  he  is  clerk  and  deacon.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  an  active  Republican,  is  a mem-  ! 
her  of  the  school  board,  and  has  served  in 
Congressional  conventions.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  local  Agricultural 
Association;  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  has  been 
a delegate  to  the  County  Conventions. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  and  Irene  (Whitney)  Lyman, 
natives  of  Vermont,  of  English  ancestry, 
who  in  1814  came  to  Strongsville,  Cuya- 
hoga Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  died,  he  in 
1828,  she  in  1S20.  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Hickens)  Reed,  paternal  grandparents  of 
J.  H.  Reed,  were  natives  of  Cornwall, 
England,  whence  about  the  year  1838  they 
came  to  Ohio,  making:  their  new  home  in 
Cuyahoga  county.  The  grandfather  died 
in  Columbia  township,  Lorain  county,  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years;  the 
grandmother  had  passed  away  in  Strongs- 
ville, Cuyahoga  county,  in  1871,  when 
seventy -six  years  old. 


AMUEL  ALEXANDER,  a prom- 
pt inent  and  representative  farmer  of 
Carlisle  township,  was  born  May  9, 
1829,  in  Gloucestershire,  England. 

His  parents,  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Fran- 
cum)  Alexander,  also  natives  of  England, 
came  to  America  when  Samuel  was  but 
four  weeks  old,  and  located  in  Grafton, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  The  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty,  the 
mother  passing  away  in  her  eightieth  year. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children 
who  grew  to  maturity,  viz.:  Martha,  who 
married  Edwin  Martin,  and  died  in  La- 
Forte  in  1886;  Samuel,  subject  of  sketch; 


Ann,  wife  of  William  Lawson,  of  Grafton; 
Sophia,  wife  of  Cyrus  Wallace,  of  Winne- 
bago county,  111.;  John,  Job  and  Albert, 
all  three  married  and  residing  in  Eaton 

i • D 

township. 

Samuel  Alexander  was  reared  to  farming 
pursuits  in  Grafton  and  Eaton  townships, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Stevens,  and  after  residing  in  Du- 
. buque,  Iowa,  for  two  years,  he  removed  to 
Michigan,  where  he  married,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Miss  Laura  Tyce.  She  died,  and 
Mr.  Alexander  was  next  married  to  Miss 
Barbara  Slaterline,  to  which  union  have 
been  born  six  children,  namely:  George 
(who  died  when  fourteen  months  old), 
j Elmer,  Mary,  Cora.  01  ie  and  Charley, 
l Mr.  Alexander  resided  for  fifteen  years  in 
| Bay  City,  Mich.,  but  in  1873  he  returned 
; to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Eaton 
| township,  whence  he  shortly  afterward 
| removed  to  Carlisle  township.  Here  he 
j has  since  resided,  engaged  in  general  agri- 

__  *—  © O 1 

I culture  and  dairying,  and  he  owns  a tine 
i farm  of  300  acres,  all  in  a high  state  of 

O 

cultivation.  While  residing  in  Michigan 
he  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business, 
carrying  on  a meat  market,  in  which  line 
he  met  with  considerable  success.  He 
takes  a lively  interest  in  politics,  voting 
with  the  Republican  party. 


LFRED  HARRIS,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected 
farmers  of  Russia  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  Oxfordshire,  England,  born 
February  6,  1831,  a son  of  John 
Harris,  a native  of  the  same  county,  who 
was  by  trade  a miller.  He  married  a Miss 
Lee,  and  to  them  were  born  in  England 
children  as  follows:  Thomas  L.,  deceased 
in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  county, 
while  working  in  a stone  quarry;  Ilenry 
L.,  a physician,  deceased  in  Bellevue,  Ohio; 
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Caroline,  wife  of  Dr.  James  F.  Grimes, 
of  Mishawaka,  Inch;  John,  who  was  a 
school-teacher,  and  died  in  the  West; 
Robert,  a physician  of  South  Bend,  Ind.; 
Mary, widow  of  William  Purdy, of  Indiana; 
Nancy,  who  married  Richard  Longmate, 
and  died  in  Oberlin,  Ohio;  Arthur,  a car- 
penter of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Alfred;  and 
Harriet,  who  married  Philander  George, 
and  died  in  Cold  water,  Michigan. 

In  1833  the  family  came  to  the  United 
States,  the  voyage  across  the  ocean  occu- 
pying six  weeks.  Prior  to  this  the  father 
had  come  alone  to  the  country,  and  bought 
for  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  in 
gold  233  acres  of  land,  which  is  now  the 
farm  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  At 
that  time  such  a sum  of  money  could  have 
bought  a great  portion  of  the  town  of 
Cleveland,  for  cholera  was  raging  fear- 
fully, and  people  were  using  every  endeavor 
to  leave  the  place.  After  the  arrival  of 
the  family  in  New  Y ork,  it  was  six  weeks 
before  the  husband  and  father  could  be 
found.  They  then  came  on  to  Ohio,  and 
settled  on  their  new  home  in  Russia  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  at  that  time  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness.  In  the  United  States 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Harris:  Hannah,  who  married  A.  A.  Tur- 
ney, and  died  in  Wood  county,  Ohio;  and 
George,  who  was  colonel  of  Sheldon’s 
Guards,  under  Gen.  Garfield,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  was  killed  at  Fort  Gibson. 
After  coming  to  America  the  father  of  our 
subject  worked  at  the  sawmilling  business 
in  connection  with  farming,  which  latter 
was  the  chief  occupation  of  his  life,  but 
his  later  years  were  passed  in  retirement. 
He  died  in  1868,  his  wife  some  time  be- 
fore, and  they  lie  buried  in  Amherst  ceme- 
tery. Politically  he  was  first  a Whig,  and 
afterward,  on  the  formation  of  the  party,  a 
Republican. 

Alfred  Harris,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
common  schools,  and  subsequently  attended 
Oberlin  College,  when  Prof.  Finney  was 
president  of  that  institution.  When  he 


was  about  twenty-six  years  old  he  left  the 
paternal  roof,  and  embarked  in  the  cattle 
business — buying  and  selling — in  which 
he  was  very  successful.  In  1862  he  rented 
the  home  farm  for  live  years;  then  bought 
a piece  of  improved  land,  which  he  sold 
six  years  later,  and  bought  the  home  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  containing  233  acres 
of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  the 
township. 

In  1861  Mr.  Harris  married  Julia  Du- 
rand, a native  of  Henrietta  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  by  which  union  children  as 
follows  have  been  born:  Viola  (now  Mrs. 
Daniel  Shaeffj ; Harriet,  Charles  H.  and 
Garfield,  at  home.  In  his  political  associa- 
tions our  subject  is  a Republican. 


diOSEPH  J.  RICE  is  proprietor  of  the 
old-established  foundry  in  Amherst 
township,  situated  two  and  one-half 
miles  southwest  of  North  Amherst, 
and  known  far  and  wide  as  “Rice’s  Foun- 
dry-” 

Mr.  Rice  was  born  September  17,  1828, 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn.,  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Hhlre)  Rice,  the 
former  of  Westmoreland  county,  the  latter 
of  Fayette  county,  Penn.,  and  who  came 
to  Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  in 
1829.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Henry,  born  July  13,  1816, 
died  in  1849;  Peter,  born  February  19, 
1818.  died  in  1889;  Samuel,  born  Febru- 
ary 1,  1825,  died  in  1852  in  California, 
and  Joseph  J.,  subject  of  sketch.  The 
father  died  in  1835  in  Amherst  township, 
the  mother  in  1865  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years. 

Joseph  J.  Rice  received  his  education 
'at  the  common  schools  of  Amherst  town- 
ship, and  learned  the  trade  of  foundryman 
in  his  present  foundry,  which  his  brothers, 
Henry  and  Peter,  had  built  in  1843.  They 
themselves  knew  nothing  of  the  business, 

! but  employed  men  to  do  the  work,  and 
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they  operated  same  for  several  years,  until 
our  subject,  having  thoroughly  made  him- 
self master  of  the  trade,  succeeded  to  the 
business,  and  he  has  since  been  running  it 
constantly  every  day.  He  does  an  im- 
mense trade,  and  since  his  proprietorship 
lias  been  eimaaed  in  the  manufacture  of 

O D 

the  il  Rice  Plow,”  well  known  in  northern 
Ohio.  Mr.  Rice  also  owns  a good  farm  of 
140  acres,  all  in  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  1S57  our  subject  wedded  Miss  Emily 
Josephine  Cook,  who  was  born  February 
4, 1839,  in  Delaware  county,  X.  Y.,  daugh- 
ter of  Lewis  R.  and  Emeline  Cook,  of  the 
same  county.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  three  children:  Arthur  J.,  who  was 
educated  at  Oberlin  College;  Virgil  E., 
married  and  residing  in  Oberlin,  where  he 
carries  on  a florist  business;  and  Tracy  J.,  ! 
attending  the  Conservatory  of  Music  at 
Oberlin.  In  politics  Mr.  Rice  is  a stanch 
Republican. 


E.  RICE,  the  well-known  florist  of 
Oberlin,  is  proprietor  of  the  most 
extensive  business  of  the  kind  in  Lo- 
rain county.  He  has  over  one  fourth 
of  an  acre  under  glass,  no  less  than  seven 
hot-houses  all  connected,  in  the  ago-regate 
representing  the  largest  conservatory  for 
floriculture  in  his  part  of  the  State.  A 
visit  to  his  grounds,  which  he  owns  and 
which  are  situated  on  Lorain  street,  will 
well  repay  the  lover  of  flowers,  for  here  he 
will  find  them  in  endless  variety,  beautiful 
and  fragrant,  and  in  all  stages  of  growth. 
Summer  and  winter  he  has  flowers  for  sale 
- — both  cut  and  uncut — and  he  is  always 
to  be  found  at  his  post,  courteous  and 
obliging. 

Mr.  Rice  is  a native  of  Lorain  county, 
born  in  Amherst  township  in  1805,  a son 
of  J.  J.  and  Emily  (Cook)  Rice,  the  former 
of  whom  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
latter  of  New  York  State.  The  father 
came  to  Lorain  county,  and  engaged  in  the 
foundry  business' in  Amherst.  He  and  his 
wife  are  now  living  in  Amherst  township. 


Our  subject  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
township,  which  was  supplemented  with  a 
one-year’s  attendance  at  Oberlin  College, 
after  which  betook  acoursein  Oberlin  Busi- 
ness College,  where  he  graduated.  He 
then  embarked  in  his  present  line  of  busi- 
ness in  Amherst,  which  he  successfully 
carried  on  there  until  1890,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Oberlin. 

In  April,  1888,  Mr.  Rice  was  married, 
in  North  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  to  Miss 
Lena  Merthe,  a native  of  Lorain  county, 
and  daughter  of  Henry  Merthe,  a farmer 
of  Amherst  township.  To  this  union  has 
been  born  one  child,  Earl  V.  In  politics 
our  subject  is  a Republican. 


S.  WRIGHT,  dealer  in  stoves  and 
tinware,  Elyria,  is  a native  of  Co- 
shocton county,  Ohio,  born  in  1830 


Lie  is  a son  of  Lewis  and  Eliza. 
(Smith)  ’Wright,  who  were  both  born  in 
the  Blue  Ridge  Mountain  region,  West 
Virginia. 


They  came  to  Ohio,  and  were  married  in 
Coshocton  county,  where  they  passed  the 
rest  of  their  days,  rearing  a family  of 
children,  as  follows:  Willis  (who  was  shot"), 
William  (died  of  consumption),  Martha 
| (deceased  in  childhood),  D.  S.  (subject  of 
sketch),  Charles  (drowned  in  the  Cuyahoga 
! river),  John  and  Henry  (twins,  the  latter 
| of  whom  was  editor  of  a Kansas  paper, 

| and  committed  suicide  in  1867),  Thomas, 
j Robert,  Laura,  Ferdinand  and  Frank.  The 
father  was  a farmer,  civil  emrineer,  school 

• • • O 

teacher,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  to  some 
extent  a lawyer.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years,  the  mother  when  flfty- 
I three  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen became  engineer  on  a canal  boat,  a 

# O 

vocation  he  followed  for  some  time.  After- 
ward he  learned  his  trade  of  tinsmith  in 
Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  and  after  a 
residence  for  a time  in  Cleveland,  he,  in 
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1852,  located  permanently  in  Elyria,  two 
years  thereafter  opening  out  a general 
business  in  stoves,  tinware,  etc.,  in  which 
he  has  been  remarkably  successful.  His 
stock  is  at  all  times  replete  with  every- 
thing in  his  line.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Freer,  and  has  three  children 
living,  as  follows:  Frances,  who  married  a 
Mr.  James  F.  Thompson,  and  has  five 
children:  Ruby,  Alice,  Bessie,  Blossom 
and  Don;  Josephine,  married  to  E.  P. 
Lord,  and  has  one  child,  Lawrence;  and 
Alice,  who  married  F.  FI.  Qnayle,  and  has 
three  children:  Mable,  Jonas  and  Milton 
(she  keeps  house  for  her  father,  her 
mother  having  died  January  18,  1891). 


j]  ICHOLAS  WILBER,  a progressive 
citizen,  and  prominent  in  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Henrietta  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  born  January  19,  1827,  in 
Preble,  Cortland  county. 

Thomas  Wilber,  father  of  subject,  first 
saw  the  light  in  1793,  in  Dutchess  county, 
Is.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  he  reached  his 
thirtieth  year,  when  he  moved  to  Cortland 
county,  A.  Y.  At  that  time  the  section 
where  he  settled  was  for  the  most  part 
wild  land,  but,  commencing  life  a poor 
mair,  he  became  comparatively  opulent 
through  assiduous  industry  and  indefaticr- 
able  labor,  bought  land  and  lived  the  rest 


of  his  life  a prominent  farmer.  He  mar- 
ried Marion  Filkins,  a native  of  Dutchess 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  they  had  a family  of 
eleven  children.  He  was  a Federal  Anti- 
Jackson  man,  afterward  an  enthusiastic 
Whig,  then  (.1844) 'a  strong  Abolitionist, 
and,  finally,  an  active  Republican.  He 
died  in  1873  in  the  town  of  Cortland. 
Ar,  Y.,  and  was  buried  in  Homer,  same 
county. 

Nicholas  Wilber,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  superior  educational 


j advantages,  attending  school  until  he  was 
I thirteen  years  old,  when  impaired  health 
compelled  him  to  abandon  study.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  pursuits, 
and  worked  on  the  homestead  until  1864, 
when  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  bought  a small 
piece  of  land  in  Henrietta  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  on  the  Oberlin  Road.  In 
course  of  time  he  came  into  possession,  by 
purchase,  of  160  acres  prime  land,  whereon 
he  now  lives,  having  a comfortable  resi- 
dence  and  commodious  barn  and  other  out- 
houses. Mr.  Wilber  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics — first  as  a Whig, 
then  as  a Republican,  and  in  later  years  as 
a Democrat.  He  has  attended  several 
State  conventions,  and  has  filled  with  abil- 
ity various  township  offices  of  trust.  Mr. 
Wilber  had  five  brothers:  John,  Isaac, 
Jonathan,  Daniel  W.  and  George  A.,  two 
of  whom  are  still  living:  Isaac  and 

! Daniel  W. 

In  1848  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
| Miss  E.  J.,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Mary 
j Miller,  and  one  son,  Miller,  was  born  to 
j them.  The  latter  married  Hattie,  daugh- 
| ter  of  S.  O.  Kellogg,  and  they  had  four 
I children,  all  of  whom  died  of  diphtheria 
in  January,  1893,  and  were  buried  within 
five  days  of  each  other. 


N 


^'rWETER  R.  DRAPER,  a much  re- 
spected  and  highly  prosperous  farm- 
er citizen  of  Brighton  township,  is 
a native  of  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
born  in  Townsend  township.  May 
25,  1839,  a son  of  Sheldon  and  Clarissa 
(Cole)  Draper,  the  father  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  the  mother  in  Chenango  county, 
X.  Y.  They  came  from  the  latter  county 
to  Ohio,  first  locating  in  Bronson  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  later  removing  to 
Townsend  township,  where  they  died,  the 
father  in  1869,  the  mother  in  1879,  and 
they  lie  buried  in  Townsend  township. 


. 


. 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


1175 


The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  re- 
ceived a fair  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  early  in  life 
commenced  to  work  on  his  father's  farm. 
At  the  aoe  of  eighteen  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  but  at  the 
end  of  twelve  hours  gave  it  up,  concluding 
that  he  was  better  adapted  to  agriculture. 
After  Ids  marriage  he  located  in  Camden 
township,  Lorain  county,  on  forty  acres  of 
land  lie  had  bought  there,  on  which  he 
lived  two  years,  then  in  1870  came  to  his 
present  farm  in  Brighton  township,  where 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising.  Here  he  now  has  127 
acres  of  land,  besides  some  in  Townsend 
township,  Huron  county,  and  he  has 
erected  on  his  Lorain  county  farm  one  of 
the  finest  residences  in  the  locality. 

On  March  29,  1868,  in  Brighton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  Mr.  Draper  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Estella  Sellon, 
born  in  Michigan  December  4,  1849, 
daughter  of  Major  Sellon,  and  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them:  Alma  Mary, 
Mrs.  Gilbert  McCord,  of  South  Dakota; 
DeWitt  A.,  a farmer  of  Camden  township, 
Lorain  county;  Della  L.,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Gibson,  of  Camden  township;  and  Frank 
A.,  Altlia  E.,  Fred  R.,  Archie  P.,  Seth  0., 
Rosella  M.,  Jessie  L.,  Clarence  O.  and 
Glenn  S.,  all  at  home.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  has  served  in 
various  township  offices;  in  church  asso- 
ciation he  and  his  wife  are  Seventh  Day 
Adventists. 


ICIIARD  WALK  DEN,  a lead  in  a 
wide-awake  agriculturist  of  Colum- 
bia  township,  is  a native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, born  October  14.  1828,  in 
Lowell,  a son  of  ’William  and  Mary 
(Blundell)  Walkden. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives 
of  Lancashire,  England,  whence  in  1826 
they  emigrated  to  this  country,  locating 
first  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  they7  worked 


! in  factories,  in  1833  moving  westward  to 
1 Ohio,  living  in  Newburgh  one  year,  and 
then  settling  on  a farm  in  Cuyahoga 
county.  The  father  died  in  Berea,  Ohio, 
in  April,  1873,  aged  eighty  nine  years,  the 
mother  in  September,  1857,  in  Cuyahoga 
county,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  He 
had  been  twice  married,  and  by  his  first 
wife  had  three  children,  viz.:  John,  who 
remained  in  England;  Jane,  Mrs.  John 
Bainbridge,  who  died  in  Ridgeville  town- 
ship;  and  William,  who  came  to  Lorain 
county  in  1843,  died  on  the  ocean  in  1879. 
By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Blundell 
he  had  children  as  follows:  Alice,  who 
died  in  1890  in  Cuyahoga  county;  James, 
who  died  in  1875  in  Lowell,  Mass.; 
Thomas,  residing  in  Cuyahoga  county; 
Ann,  the  widow  of  Eastman  Bradford,  of 
Berea;  Marv,  widow  of  Joseph  Chevalier, 
of  Berea;  Arthur,  residing  in  Columbia 
township;  Peter,  who  died  in  Ridgeville 
township  in  1880  (he  had  come  to  Lorain 
county  in  an  early  day):  Richard,  our 
subject;  Peggy,  deceased;  and  Margaret, 
widow  of  Henry  Woods,  of  Cuyahoga 
county. 

Richard  Walkden  was  a small  boy  when 
his  parents  brought  him  from  Massachu- 
setts to  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  his  education  in  W arrensville 
township,  and  was  reared  to  practical 
farming.  In  1859  he  purchased  his 
present  place  in  Columbia  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  comprising  fifty  acres  which 
he  improved,  erected  a comfortable  dwell- 
ing and  commodious  barn,  etc.,  and  has 
added  thereto  till  now  he  owns  193  acres 

of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  the 
© 

county.  In  1859  Mr.  Walkden  was  mar- 
ried in  Columbia  township  to  Miss  Matilda 
Litchfield,  born  in  Birmingham,  England, 
a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Hol- 
j den)  Litchfield,  who  came  from  their 
native  England  to  America  in  1847.  land- 
ing in  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada, 
where  the  father  died;  the  mother  subse- 
quently came  with  her  family  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Columbia  town- 
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ship,  where  she  married  a Mr.  Price;  her 
death  occurred  in  October,  1872.  By  her  1 
first  husband  she  had  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  married,  living  in  England; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Henry  Mitchell,  of 
England;  Eliza,  deceased ; John,  who  en- 
listed  in  1861  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fourth  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  i 
the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge;  Thomas, 
residing  in  California;  James,  living  in 
'Washington;  Joseph,  who  died  February 
24,  1888.  in  Shiawassee  county,  Mich.; 
Matilda,  Mrs.  Walkden;  and  William,  who 
died  in  England. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walkden  were  born 
thirteen  children,  as  follows:  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Hawkins,  of  Berrien  county, 
Mich.,  and  has  three  children,  Arthur,  Lula 
and  Leroy;  Cornelia  was  a teacher  in  Lo-  j 
rain  county  for  a number  of  years,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  Robert  Bivan,  of  West 
View;  Fred;  Frank  was  killed  by  light- 
ning  at  the  aue  of  ten  years;  George,  re- 
siding  on  the  farm,  is  married  and  has  one 
son,  Lee  Ebenezer;  Emma  has  been  a 
teacher  in  Columbia  and  Ridgeville  town- 
ships, Lorain  county;  Delilah;  Jennie; 
Clayton  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Henry,  Lena,  Chester  and  Ernest.  In 
politics  Mr.  Walkden  takes  an  active  in- 
terest asa  member  of  the  Republican  party; 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board 
for  some  considerable  time.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  they  are  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity. 


PETER  SIGOURNEY,  retired,  hav- 
ing his  residence  in  Ivipton,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  is  much  respected,  j 
is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born 
in  Fowler.  St.  Lawrence  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  also  named 
Peter,  was  born  in  Vermont,  whence  he 
moved  to  New  Fork  State,  and  married  , 
Miss  Wealthy  Bates,  a native  of  Massa-  j 
chusetts.  He  died  in  1832,  the  father  of  j 


nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  is  a 
brief  record : Louisa  married  Daniel  Rus- 
sell, and  died  in  Livingston  county,  Mich.; 
William  is  deceased:  Caroline  married 
John  Kemp,  and  died  at  Watertown,  X.  Y. ; 
Andrew  also  died  in  Watertown,  X.  Y., 
after  reaching  maturity;  Peter  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Anthony  is  a resident 
of  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Orin  is  a resident  of 
Westerville,  Xeb.;  Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
Nicholas  Boshert;  Addison  is  a carpenter 
of  Norwalk.  After  the  death  of  the 
father,  the  farm,  which  had  only  been  in 
part  paid  for,  was  sold  at  a sacrifice  and 
the  family  were  scattered.  Our  subject 
went  to  Watertown,  X.  Y.,  to  make  his 
home  with  his  uncle,  Anthony  Sigourney, 
and  here  remained  four  years,  part  of  the 
time  working  out  on  day  wages.  His 
elder  brother,  William,  had  come  to  Ohio 
in  March,  1838,  locating  in  Camden  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  the  rest  of  the 
family,  including  Peter,  came  to  Ohio  in 
the  following  June.  They  lived  in  Hen- 
rietta township  six  or  eight  months,  and 
then,  William  having,  in  February,  1839, 
bought,  land  in  Camden  township,  they 

moved  thither  in  March  following. 

• • ^ 

Peter  Sigourney,  our  subject,  attended 

school  until  he  was  ten  years  old,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  father  had  to  work 
hard  to  assist  in  the  support  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters.  After  his  marriage 
he  made  his  first  permanent  location  in 
Camden  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
he  worked  around  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do,  chiefly  clearing  land,  at  which 
he  did  more  than  any  one  living  to- 
day in  Camden  township.  In  1847  he 
bought  out  of  his  hard-earned  savings 
forty-seven  acres  of  land  at  six  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  in  Camden  township, 
to  which  four  years  later  he  moved,  his 
first  house  beincr  a building  15x24,  ten 
feet  high,  and  there  made  his  home  until 
1878.  In  that  year  he  moved  into  the 
town  of  Ivipton,  built  a residence  which  he 
sold  some  time  after,  and  then  erected  his 
present  comfortable  home.  On  January  7, 
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1846,  Mr.  Sigourney  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Johnson,  born  in  Saratoga 
county,  X . Y.,  July  15,  1825,  a daughter 
of  Ezra  and  Polly" (Wood)  Johnson,  who 
came  to  Ohio  in  1831.  and  settled  in  Flor- 
ence. Erie  county.  The  children  of  this 
union  were  Bennett,  born  February  15, 

1847,  died  July  20,  1851,  and  Mary  E., 
born  June  15,  1857,  died  September  22, 
1858.  Our  subject  is  a loyal  Democrat, 
during  the  Civil  war  voting  the  Union 
ticket,  and  ho  ds  a member  of  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church.  lie  is  a representa- 
tive self-made  man,  and  what  he  owns  has 
been  won  by  hard  work  and  judicious 
economy. 


QEORGE  SCHOTT,  than  whom  there 
, is  no  more  respected  citizen  in 
j Grafton  township,  is  a representa- 
,1  tive  self-made  man,  and  a prosper- 
ous agriculturist. 

He  is  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
born  January  22,  1817,  a son  of  George  * 
Schott,  who  was  a farmer  in  his  native  i 
land.  Up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  our  sub- 
ject attended  school  in  Bavaria,  and  then 
served  a two-years’  apprenticeship  at  the 
baker’s  trade,  under  two  masters.  Being 
naturally  of  a roving  disposition,  and 
learning,  in  1836,  of  two  or  three  families 
about  coming-  to  America  from  his  native 
towu,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  join  the  i 
party.  Receiving  sufficient  money  from 
his  father,  hs  set  sail  from  Hamburg;  on 
the  good  ship  “ Lucadona,”  and  after  a 
voyage  of  fifty-eight  days  arrived  in  New 
York,  where  he  soon  secured  work  at  his 
trade.  At  the  end  of  two  years  his  father 
and  the  rest  of  his  family  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  the  port  of  landing  being 
Baltimore,  at  which  time  George  was  ly- 
ing sick  with  malaria  in  a certain  town  on 
the  Hudson  river.  He  had  written  to  his 
parents  not  to  come  to  America,  which 
letter  never  reached  them,  but  they  found 
the  sick  boy,  and  on  his  recovery  he 
61 


joined  them  while  en  route  to  Logan 
county,  Ohio.  Here,  a few  years  later,  the 
parents  died.  Our  subject  had  taken  a 
trip  through  that  State,  but  not  being  sat- 
isfied with  the  country  concluded  to  re- 
turn to  New  York  State;  and  while  on  his 
journey  thither  he  stopped  over  at  Liver- 
j pool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  met 
Miss  Margaret  Baumann,  also  a native  of 
i Bavaria,  who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic 
with  her  parents  in  1835.  Here  he  was 
; married,  and  having  but  little  money 
! wherewith  to  commence  housekeeping,  he 
| hired  himself  out  as  a farm  laborer,  and  by 
hard  work  and  judicious  economy  he  and 
his  wife  ere  long  accumulated  sufficient  to 
buy  a small  farm  in  Medina  county,  which 
they  lived  on  until  1846.  In  that  year 
they  came  to  Grafton  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  for  two  years  they  rented 
land,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Schott 
purchased  from  Charles  Bishop  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  at  that  time  compris- 
ing seventy- five  acres.  To  this  he  from 
time  to  time  added  until  he  had  an  aggre- 
gate  of  325  acres,  fifty-five  of  which  he 
gave  away,  leaving  him  now  the  owuer  of 
270  acres  of  choice  farming  land. 

The  children  born  to  George  and  Mar- 
garet (Baumann)  Schott  were  George  W. 
and  Peter,  both  in  Indiana;  John  B.,  in 
^Nebraska;  Frank,  in  Grafton,  and  a 
daughter  that  died  in  infancy.  The  mother 
of  these  departed  this  life  in  1861,  and 
for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Schott  married 
Sarah  Yucah,  now  deceased,  by  which 
union  there  is  no  issue.  Politically  our 
subject  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Church  at 
Liverpool,  Medina  county. 


T;OIINt  SMITH  (deceased)  was  born 
v ||  April  12,  1805,  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
\J)  land,  whence* when  a young  man  he 
emigrated,  in  company  with  a brother, 
William,  to  Canada.  The  brothers  there 
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purchased  fifty  acres  of  land,  but  John 
afterward  disposed  of  his  share  and  went 
to  New  York  State.  Some  time  later  he 
returned  to  Canada,  and  on  August  29, 
1830,  was  there  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Braithwaite,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 9,  1815,  also  in  Yorkshire,  England. 
When  three  years  of  age  she  came  with 
her  parents  to  Montreal,  Canada,  in  which 
country  tier  father,  Edward  Braithwaite, 
became  an  extensive  farmer;  he  also  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  carpenter.  Before 
returning  to  Canada  Mr.  Smith  had  made 

CD 

a visit  to  Oberlin.  Ohio,  and  while  there 
became  very  much  impressed  with  the 
country,  consequently  he  moved  thither 
with  his  wife  soon  after  his  marriage. 
They  drove  a span  of  horses  part  of  the 
way,  and  then  made  a part  of  the  journey 
by  water,  landing  at  Cleveland,  whence 
they  again  drove  to  Oberlin,  Lorain  county. 
Mr.  Smith  had  saved  a few  hundred  dol- 
lars, which  he  soon  invested  in  forty-four 
acres  of  land;  he  obtained  employment  in 
Oberlin,  running  the  engine  in  the  grist- 
mill  at  that  place,  in  which  he  continued 
until  the  mill  was  burned,  when  he  com- 
menced work  on  his  farm.  After  the  mill 
was  rebuilt,  he  was  again  employed  there, 
but  returned  to  his  farm  (where  he  first 
lived  in  a rude  cabin),  which  by  his  un- 
ceasing industry  and  energy  he  was  con- 
tinually enabled  to  increase.  He  remained 
there  until  1809,  when  he  rented  the  place, 
and  moved  into  Oberlin  to  educate  his 
family.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  came  the 
following  children : Sarah  Ann,  born  Sep- 
tember 27,  1837,  who  married  Lewis 
Breckenridge,  an  attornev  of  Cleveland 
(they  had  one  son,  Edwin  S.,  a professional 
ball-player);  Mary  S.,  now  widow  of  Lewis 
Breckenridge,  of  Cleveland ; Emma  J .,  of 
Cleveland;  John  Edward,  who  graduated 
from  Andover  College,  Massachusetts,  and 
is  now  a Congregational  minister  in  Cali- 
fornia;  Mary  S.  died  in  infancy:  and  'Will- 
iam II.  died  in  youth.  Thev  had  also  an 
adopted  daughter,  Phoebe  Rollinson,  now 
Mrs.  John  Gunn,  of  Delta,  Colo.  Alex- 


ander Greenwood,  now  a young  man,  has 
also  shared  their  home,  but  is  at  present 
residing  in  Massachusetts. 

In  1879  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  his 
farm,  and  a few  years  later  built  a very 
pleasant  home,  just  outside  of  Oberlin, 
where  he  led  a retired  life  until  his  death. 
During  his  later  years  his  eyes  caused  him 
considerable  trouble.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican  with  Prohibition  tendencies, 
and  in  religious  faith  was  a leading  member 
and  s.upporter  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Oberlin.  He  passed  from  earth 
April  29,  1889,  and  was  buried  at  Oberlin. 

Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful farmers  of  his  day,  and  though  enjoy- 
ing in  his  youth  but  meager  literary  ad- 
vantages, he  acquired  a practical  education, 
was  a close  observer  of  men  and  manners, 
and  possessed  a good  memory.  He  was 
very  fond  of  Scripture  reading,  was  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  the  Church,  and  was  a highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resided.  Since  his  death,  Mrs. 
Smith,  who  is  a well-read,  intelligent  lady, 
and  a most  interesting  conversationalist, 
has  spent  part  of  her  time  in  the  East,  but 
resides  generally  at  the  pleasant  family 
home  near  Oberlin,  where  she  is  surrounded 
by  hosts  of  friends. 


I).  GLYNN,  a prosperous  agricul- 
turist of  Lorain  county,  was  born 
October  17,  1819,  in  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.  Ilis  parents  were 
Edward  and  Sylvia  C.  (Tuller)  Glynn,  who 
reared  a family  of  three  children,  all  sons, 
namely:  Henry,  who  came  westward  to 

Ohio,  where  he  died  in  Clarksfield,  Huron 
county;  Alfred  J.,  who  died  in  Michigan, 
and  Lorenzo  D.,  subject  of  this  memoir. 

T!  ie  father  of  this  family  died  when  his 
son  Lorenzo  D.  was  but  six  years  of  age, 
and  for  a while  the  latter  was  cared  for  by 
others,  in  the  meantime  attending  school. 
When  fourteen  years  old  he  was  bound  out 
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to  Elijah  Iiughings,  a farmer  of  Great 
Barrington,  Mass., and  in  September.  1836, 
came  with  his  foster-parents  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  locating  near  the  center  of 
Pittsfield  township.  Some  dissatisfaction 
having  arisen  between  them,  however,  Mr. 
Glynn  left  Iiughings,  and  returned  to 
Massachusetts,  making  part  of  the  journey 
by  canal,  and  walking  the  remaining  dis- 
tance. In  the  fall  of  1839  he  returned  to 
Pittsfield  township,  where  he  found  work 
— threshing  and  chopping  wood,  and  in 
fact  doing  any  honest  labor  he  could 
obtain.” 

On  September  22,  1841,  he  was  married 
to  Emeline  Carter,  who  was  born  June  9, 
1825,  in  Greene  county,  IS.  Y.,  daughter 
of  Calvin  S.  and  Johanna  (Townsend) 
Carter,  who  came  to  Pittsfield  township  in 
1841.  To  this  union  were  born  children 
as  follows:  Sarah  Ann.  who  married 

Horace  G.  Bartlett,  and  died  in  Pittsfield, 
Ohio;  Melvin  R.,  who  served  in  Company 
II,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  received  a 
wound  at  Stony  Creek,  Va.,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  died:  Lucy  E.,  who 
married  Alexander  Mayhew,  and  died  at 
Garrettsville,  Ohio;  Susan  D.,  wife  of 
Harvey  Norton,  of  Pittsfield  township; 
Mary  J.,  who  was  first  married  to  Lewis 
Ives,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Nor- 
ton; Ellen,  Mrs.  Horace  Bartlett,  of  Pitts- 
field; Eva  E.,  Mrs.  Charles  Bryant,  of 
Wood  county.  Ohio;  Marion,  deceased  in 
infancy;  James  T.,  a farmer  of  Pittsfield 
township;  Viola,  Mrs.  Thomas  Hollings- 
worth, of  Pittsfield;  and  Alice  M.,  Mrs. 
Henry  Colston,  of  Russia  township,  Lo- 
rain county.  After  marriage  Mr.  Glvnn 
located  on  a small  farm  in  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, which  he  had  partly  cleared,  and 
which  he  subsequently  sold  to  John  Pres- 
ton. In  1848  he  came  to  his  present  farm, 
purchasing  120  acres,  then  almost  entirely 
woodland,  and  with  no  improvements 
whatever.  He  had  to  erect  a cabin  him- 
self, and  then  went  industriously  to  work, 
clearing  off  the  land,  and  year  by  year  j 
adding  thereto,  until  he  now  has  a fine 


farm  of  about  231  acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Glynn  are  both  good  business  managers; 
starting  in  life  with  nothino-,  he  has  met 
with  no  small  degree  of  success  in  his  life 
vocation,  all  due  to  his  own  exertions.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  a Whig,  later  a 
Republican  until  1872,  when  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  with 
which  he  has  since  affiliated.  Socially  he 
is  a member  of  Oberlin  Lodge  No.  678, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
fond  of  reading. 


BODMANN  BROTHERS  are  pro- 
prietors  of  the  popular  flourishing 
J grocery  in  North  Amherst,  which 
they  opened  for  business  November 
9,  1891,  having  bought  out  the  grocery 
department  of  Plato  Bros. 

Henry  J.  Bodmann,  senior  member  of 
the  firm,  was  born  April  6,  1869,  and  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his  boyhood 
home.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  com- 
menced to  learn  blacksmithing,  at  which 
he  worked  until  going  into  the  grocery 
’ business  with  his  brother. 

William  J.  Bodmann,  junior  member  of 
i the  firm,  was  born  February  4,  1871,  and 
| was  educated  at  the  common  schools.  At 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  commenced  working 
at  home,  and  one  year  afterward  entered  a 
| grocery  store  as  junior  clerk,  where  he  re- 
i mained  some  years,  after  which  he  was  on 
a farm  three  years.  He  was  then  in  the 
’ employ  of  Plato  Bros.,  about  one  and  one- 
half  years,  at  which  time  he  and  his 
I brother  Henry  J.  bought  out  the  grocery 
! of  that  firm  as  already  related.  Mr.  Will- 
iam J.  Bodmann  is  a Catholic,  and  a char- 
ter member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A. 

Henry  Bodmann,  father  of  Henry  J. 
and  William  J.  Bodmann,  was  born  June 
11,  1837,  in  the  Kimrdom  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  where  he  received  his  education, 
and  was  taught  the  flour-milling  trade. 
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In  18G5  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
after  half  a year's  residence  in  New  T ork 
moved  westward  to  North  Amherst,  where 
lie  first  found  employment  in  a brewery, 
in  which  he  remained  about  ten  years. 
He  bought  property,  and  for  some  years 
carried  on  a saloon.  In  1867  he  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  North  Amherst,  Ohio,  with 
Margaret  Frank,  who  was  born  in  Hesse, 
Germany,  December  29,  1812,  and  was 
nineteen  years  old  when  she  came  to  Airier-  i 
ica.  Eight  children  were  born  to  .them, 
viz.:  Henry  J.  and  William  J.  (of  the 
grocery  firm  of  JJodmann  Bros.),  Harman, 
Louis,  Mary,  Jonn,  Carl  and  Joseph.  Mr. 
Bodmann  is  a Democrat,  and  a member  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 


EOEGE  HOLLSTEIN,  one  of  the 
, well-to-do  native-born  farmers  of 
Amherst  township,  is  a son  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Beehstein)  Hollstein, 
natives  of  Hessen-Cassel,  Germany, 
where  they  were  married. 

In  the  spring  of  1818  they  set  sail  from 
Bremen  for  the  Western  World,  and  after 
a voyage  of  fourteen  weeks  landed  at  New 
York,  whence  they  proceeded  by  rail  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  water  to  Cleveland,  and 
from  there  by  team  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  settled  on  a farm  of  fifty  acres 
the  father  had  bought  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, and  on  which  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. Here  Henry  Hollstein  carried  on 
farming;  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1890,  when  he  was  acred  eightv-four  years: 
the  mother  died  in  1880,  aged  sixty-eight 
years.  In  his  political  preferences  Henry 
Hollstein  was  a Bepublican,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Evangelical  As- 
snciation.  They  reared  a family  of  five 
children,  as  follows:  Adam  married  Lu- 
cinda Bay,  a native  of  Lorain  county,  and 
settled  in  Brownhelm  township,  where  he 
died  in  1890  (his  widow  resides  in  that 
township);  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John 


Drelier,  lives  in  Allegan  county,  Mich.; 
Catherine  is  the  widow  of  John  Hoff  tier, 
of  Oberlin,  Ohio;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of 
Conrad  Nuhn,  of  Vermillion,  Ohio;  and 
George  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch. 

George  Hollstein  was  born  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  1.851,  received  his  education 
at  the  Union  schools  of  North  Amherst, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  present  farm.  For  a time  lie  followed 
quarrying  and  taking  out  ship  timber  in 
different  counties  of  Ohio,  but  lie  has  given 
most  of  his  attention  to  the  farm. 

In  1881  Mr.  Hollstein  was  married,  in 
Lorain  county,  to  Miss  Catherine  Kolbe,  a 
native  of  Germany,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  (Huessem)  Xolbe,  also  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  who  now  reside  in  Black 
River  township,  Lorain  county.  One  child 
has  come  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hollstein,  named  Walter.  They  are 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  of 
which  he  is  trustee,  and  of  the  Sunday- 
school  of  which  he  was  superintendent 
some  years.  Politically  he  is  a Republican. 


ILLIAM  LAPP  was  born  Decem- 
' ber  27,  1845,  on  his  present  farm 
in  Amherst  township,  a son  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Able)  Lapp, 
who  were  natives  of  Iiessia,  Germany, 
where  they  were  married. 

In  an  early  day  they  came  to  America, 
and  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  finally 
on  the  farm  whereon  our  subject  now  lives, 
in  Amherst  township.  The  father  was  a 
merchant  tailor,  an  occupation  that  took 
him  avray  from  home  a good  deal,  and 
while  he  was  absent  his  wife  attended  to 
the  farm.  On  first  coming  to  the  county 
he  located  on  the  lake  shore,  where  he 
bought  seventy-five  acres,  on  which  he 
built  a tailor  shop,  and  here  followed  his 
trade;  he  also  worked  for  a time  in  Brook- 
lyn, a village  near  Cleveland.  He  died  in 
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1890  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years;  his 
wife  in  1801  when  aged  eighty-two.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  John,  who  died 
about  the  year  1838;  Eliza,  who  married, 
and  died  in  Lorain  county  in  1880;  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  Jacob  Fowls,  who  lives  in 
Amherst  township;  Mary,  widow  of  Henry 
Ileisner,  who  lives  in  North  Amherst; 
Henry,  a resident  of  Lorain;  and  William, 
the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

William  Lapp,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  district,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life.  In  1869  he  married  Miss 
Eliza  Appleman,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children:  John  (attending  the  business 
college  at  Oberlin),  Charles  and  Frank. 
The  mother  of  these  died  in  1800,  and  in 
1892  Mr.  Lapp  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Katie  Limbaugh.  Our  subject 
owns  a tine  farm  of  166  acres  prime  land, 
and  carries  on  general  agriculture.  In 
1884  he  built  his  present  residence  at  a 
cost  of  three  thousand  dollars.  In  politics 
he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  religious  sentiment  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


¥'  ji  H.  BRYANT,  proprietor  of  the 
tf  BlTanfcCha«"eler  Machine  Shops, 
Kj  North  Amherst,  was  born  on  his 
present  farm  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  October  10,  1840, 
a son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ann  (Wilkins) 
Bryant,  who  were  born  in  Gloucestershire, 
England,  the  father  in  1799;  they  were 
married  in  their  native  county,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1828, 

1 he  subject  ot  this  sketch  received  his 
primary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  township.  On  October  30,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Forty-second  O.  V.  I., 
and  participated  in  many  battles  and  skir- 
mishes, principal  among  wliftdi  were  tho 
engagements  at  Vicksburg,  Chickasaw 


Bluffs,  Arkansas  Post,  and  Vicksburg  (2), 
where  they  camped  all  winter  on  the  low 
6at  marshy  point  in  front  of  Vicksburg. 
Thence  in  the  following  spring  they  moved 
to  below  Vicksburg,  thence  to  Grand  Gulf, 
| the  mouth  of  Black  river,  from  which  place 
they  saw  the  terrific  bombardment  of  that 
place  by  U.  S.  gunboats.  The  regiment 
then  participated  in  the  battle  of  Thomp- 
son’s Hill,  where  they  sustained  great  loss, 
and  were  afterward  at  Champion  Ilill, 
Black  River  Bridge,  as  well  as  in  several 
i skirmishes  around  Vicksburg,  afterward 
| taking  part  in  the  siege  thereof,  and  its 
I final  surrender  July  4,  1863.  They  then 
| marched  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  drove 
I Johnson’s  army  from  that  place;  also  as- 
sisted in  tearing  up  thirty  miles  of  rail- 
■ road,  after  which  our  subject  came  home 
! on  a thirty-days’  furlough.  Rejoining 
I his  regiment  at  Berwick  Bay,  La.,  he  pro- 
| ceeded  with  it  up  Bayou  Teche,  same  State, 

! and  at  Plaquemine  remained  all  winter. 
Next  spring  they  were  ordered  to  Baton 
Rouge,  thence  to  the  Red  river  campaign, 
after  which  they'  were  placed  on  detail 
dutyr,  to  keep  the  river  clear;  were  also  at 
Millikan’s  Bend,  Eacdes  Point  arid  Du- 
Vail’s  Bluff,  Ark.,  at  which  latter  place 
Mr.  Bryant’s  term  expired.  Ilis  company 
was  one  of  the  best  drilled  companies  in 
the  Western  army.  They  took  part  in  a 
prize  drill  contest  at  Milliken’s  Bend,  and 
came  off  victorious.  Mr.  Bryant  remained 
in  the  river  service  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
Eagles  Point,  Ark.,  till  the  close  of  his 
term  of  service,  chiefly  on  the  Mississippi, 
Arkansas  and  White  rivers.  At  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  in  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  orderly 
sergeant.  On  his  return  home  he  attended 
for  a time  the  commercial  school  at  Buf- 
falo, N\  Y.,  of  Bryant  & Stratton,  both  of 
whom  are  related  to  him.  He  also  learned 
the  trade  of  stone  cutter.  At  Meadville, 
Penn.,  he  taught  bookkeeping,  and  as- 
sisted in  establishing  a commercial  college 
there.  From  Meadville  he  proceeded  to 
Michigan,  and  was  two  years  on  a home- 
stead in  the  northern  part  of  that  State, 
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■where  lie  experienced  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  clearing  up  a farm  in  a heavily- 
wooded  country,  where  he  had  but  one 
neighbor  nearer  than  one  mile.  While  on 
the  farm  he  received  an  offer  of  a position 
in  a concern  doing  a large  business  in  sup- 
plying wood  to  lake  steamers,  and  shipping 
it  to  Chicago.  After  the  second  year  lie 
became  general  manager  of  the  business, 
ihe  company  purchased  and  sold  about 
twenty  thousand  cords  of  wood  annually, 
the  bulk  of  which  was  chopped  by  the  In- 
dians, who  received  nearly  all  of  their  pay 
in  goods  and  provisions  from  the  com- 
pany’s store.  After  five  years  spent  in  the 
northern  part  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Bryant 
removed  to  Chicago  to  take  a position  as 
bookkeeper,  but  at  the  end  of  a year,  hav- 
ing to  give  up  his  position  on  account  of 
the  climate  proving  unfavorable  to  the 
health  of  Mrs.  Bryant,  he  came  to  Am- 
herst, Ohio,  and  shortly  afterward  went  into 
the  stone  business,  which  at  first  was  far 
from  a grand  success,  but  finally  proved  to 
be  a good  venture.  In  1889  he  invented 
a machine  known  as  “The  Bryant  Chan- 
neler,"  for  cutting  both  limestone  and 
sandstone;  and  for  the  past  four  years  lias 
been  engaged  in  manufacturing  them.  He 
also  owqs  the  Bryant  Quarries  in  Amherst 
township,  as  well  as  one  in  Elyria. 

On  April  21,  1866,  Mr.  Brvant  was 
married  in  Meadville,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Har- 
riet Adelaide  Wykoff,  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania. In  politics  lie  is  a Republican ; 
socially  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 


F HI  AN  KLIM  ARNOLD,  an  upright, 
intelligent  citizen  of  Pittsfield  town- 
ship. was  born  August  20,  1841,  in 
Camden  township,  Lorain  county. 
Llis  father.  James  Arnold,  son  of  An- 
thony Arnold,  was  born  in  1806  in  New 
York,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  received  an  education  in  the  Common 
schools.  He  was  married  in  his  native 


State  toMiss  ElizaCarrington,  and  in  about 
1839  came  west  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
purchasing  land  in  Camden  township. 
Here  he  soon  afterward  settled,  and  at  that 
time  the  tract  was  all  woodland,  with  no 
improvements  save  an  old  log  house.  In 
1844  Airs.  Arnold  died,  leaving  one  child, 
Franklin,  and  was  buried  in  Camden  ceme- 
tery. For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Arnold 
married  Jane  Ann  Powell,  a native  of  New 
York,  who  bore  him  three  children:  An- 
thony; Susan,  Mrs.  Byron  McNeal,  of 
Chicago,  111.;  and  Emma,  married,  now  of 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  They  resided  in 
Camden  township  until  1851,  when  they 
moved  to  the  farm  in  Pittsfield  township 
(where  Franklin  Arnold  now  resides),  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  took 
considerable  interest  in  the  political  issues 
of  the  day,  keeping  himself  well  informed. 
He  held  various  local  offices,  serving  as 
township  trustee,  assessor,  etc.,  and  was  a 
shrewd  business  man  and  a oood  farmer. 

O 

He  died  January  13,  1864,  and  was  buried 
in  Camden  township  by  the  side  of  his 
wife.  His  widow,  who  was  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  died  in  1878,  and  was 
interred  in  Pittsfield  cemetery. 

Franklin  Arnold  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  day,  and  when  ten  years  of 
age  moved  with  his  parents  to  Pittsfield 
township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  On  December  21,  1865,  he  was 
married,  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  to  Helen  M. 
Rawson,  who  was  born  December  30,  1844, 
in  Pittsfield.  Her  parents,  Ropha  and 
Betsey  (Fulton)  Rawson,  came  from  New 
York  State  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  locat- 
ing in  LaGrange  township;  they  died  in 
Pittsfield  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arnold  have  come  children  as  follows: 
Erwin,  born  January  30,  1868,  who  gradu- 
ated from  Wellington  high  school,  and  is 
now  teaching  in  Pittsfield  township;  and 
George  A.,  born  August  30,  1870,  a 
farmer  of  Pittsfield  township.  Soon  after 
marriage  Mr.  Arnold  purchased,  from  Ara 
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Rawson,  fifty  acres  of ' land  adjoining  the 
home  farm,  and  here  began  wedded  life, 
living  upon  that  tract  until  1892,  when  he 
moved  to  the  home  farm.  Here  he  has  erected 
a handsome  new  dwelling-house  and  barn, 
which  are  models  of  theirkind.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1891  was  elected 
township  trustee,  being  the  first  Democrat 
to  hold  that  office  since  his  father  served 
in  the  same  capacity;  he  has  numerous 
friends  in  both  parties.  Mr.  Arnold  now 
owns  117  acres  of  excellent  land,  where  he 
carries  on  a general  farming  and  dairying 
bu  si  ness.  lie  has  hosts  of  friends,  and  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  no  citizen  in 
Pittsfield  township  who  holds  a higher 
place  in  the  esteem  and  regard  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  Mrs.  Arnold  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 


W'jlLLIAM  PRESTON,  one  of  the 
1 most  successful  agriculturists  of 
Pittsfield  township,  was  born  July 
31,  1823,  in  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, son  of  John  Preston.  The  grand- 
father of  subject  was  a tailor  by  trade,  and 
was  in  the  employment  of  the  British 
Government  at  Gibraltar,  where  his  son 
John  was  born. 

John  Preston  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  and  there  married 
Martha  Major,  who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren, viz.:  William;  Eliza,  who  was  mar- 
ried in  England  to  William  Colson,  died 
in  Oberliu,  Ohio,  and  was  buried  in  Pitts- 
field; Caroline,  who  was  married  in  Erie- 
land,  came  to  America,  and  died  in  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.,  where  she  was  buried;  and 
one  son  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  away 
in  1831,  and  Mr.  Preston  married  in  Eng- 
land, for  his  second  wife,  Rebecca  Clark, 
to  which  union  were  born  six  children.  In 
1847  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  to  New 
\ ork,  whence  he  at  once  proceeded  to 
Pittsfield  township,  i Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 


where  an  English  family  named  Wills  had 
previously  located.  Here  he  purchased 
fifty-six  acres  of  land  for  six  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  having  a capital  of  but  eighty 
dollars  was  obliged  to  go  in  debt  for  the 

O # O 

remainder.  He  lived  in  an  old  log  house 

t O 

on  this  tract  for  some  time,  and  later  re- 
moved to  the  west  town  line,  where  he 
died  in  April,  1877,  and  was  buried  in 
East  cemetery,  Pittsfield  township;  his 
wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  grave.  He 
was  an  active  Republican,  and  took  great 
interest  in  politics.  He  was  a man  of 
good  proportions,  and  during  his  active 
life  was  an  indefatigable  worker. 

William  Preston  attended  the  common 
schools  until  ten  years  of  age,  and  from 
early  boyhood  worked  on  the  farm,  his 
first  duty  being  to  scare  thecrows  from  pick- 
ing the  corn  off  the  ground.  Whenthirteen 
years  of  age  he  hired  out  at  thirty  dollars 
per  year,  to  care  for  four  horses,  and  was 
later  employed  in  various  places  and  at 
various  occupations.  On  May  15.  1851, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Flatters,  who  was  born  May  29,  1824,  in 
l Lincolnshire,  England,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Mary  (Emerson)  Flatters,  and  on 
May  28,  same  year,  the  young  couple  left 
their  early  home  and  friends,  taking  pas- 
sage for  New  York  on  a “Red  Star” 
liner.  They  landed  after  a voyage  of  five 
weeks,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  on  the  way  thither  they  happened 
to  be  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Fourth  of 
July,  and  witnessed  the  celebration,  but 
did  not  know  the  cause  of  it.  From 
Cleveland  they  came  by  rail  to  Welling- 
ton, Ohio,  from  which  place  they  were 
driven  to  Pittsfield  township,  where  they 
saw  the  log  house  in  which  his  father  had 
first  lived.  There  they  remained  for  two 
months,  and  then  rented  a house  and  later 
five  acres  of  land,  where  they  resided  for 
eighteen  months.  Mr.  Preston  next  rented 
land  from  Joseph  Worcester,  of  Pittsfield 
township,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Wellington,  where  he  rented  a much 
larger  place.  From  Wellington  he  moved 
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to  Sullivan  township,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  resided  for  six  years.  In  1870 
lie  purchased  ninety-six  acres  in  Pittsfield 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  resided 
thereon  until  1891,  when  he  moved  to 
Pittsfield  Center,  where  he  now  leads  a 
retired  life. 

Mr.  Preston  now  owns  135  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land.  Coming  to  America  a poor 
man,  he  has,  by  patient  industry  and  un- 
tiring energy,  accumulated  a comfortable  • 
competence,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  members  of  his  community, 
kind-hearted  and  generous  in  every  respect. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  has 
served  as  township  trustee,  and  in  relig- 
ious faith  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  To  their  union  j 
have  come  the  following  named  children : j 
Elizabeth,  deceased  at  the  age  of  four  i 
years;  Martha,  Mrs.  Charles  Avery,  of 
Pittsfield;  Eliza,  deceased  when  fifteen 
months  old;  Mary  L.,  Mrs.  William  Pick- 
worth,  of  Clarksfield,  Ohio;  Catharine, 
Mrs.  John  Jordan,  of  Brighton,  Ohio; 
Roderick  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  and  William,  a fanner  of  Pittsfield  I 
township. 


EBERT  FOSTER, ‘who  for  many 
years  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  Lorain 
county,  is  a native  of  the  “Green 
Mountain  State,”  born  January  30, 
1831.  in  Windsor  county. 


His  father*  Addison  Foster,  a farmer, 
and  mother,  Lizzie  (Pease),  were  both 
born  in  Weston,  Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  and 
while  living  in  that  State  had  children  as 
follows:  Lucy  A.,  who  was  married  in 
Ohio  to  David  Clark,  and  died  in  Ne- 
braska; Ira  A.,  of  Eaton  county,  Mich.; 
Albert,  the  subject  of  this  memoir;  and 
Hannah,  Mrs.  Rufus  Knowles,  of  La- 
Grange.  In  August,  1830,  the  family 
set  out  for  Ohio,  driving  three  four-year- 
old  horses,  coming  via  Troy,  N.  Y.,  to 


! 


Cleveland,  and  thence  to  LaGrange  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  where  a sister  of  Mrs. 
Foster,  Malinda  Dale,  resided,  at  whose 
home  they  remained  for  a few  days.  Mr. 
Foster  purchased  eighty-three  acres  in  the 
vicinity,  on  which  some  clearing  had  been 
done,  and  here  the  family  made  their  first 
settlement,  remaining  thereon  until  1862, 

C J 

when  Mrs.  Foster’s  failing  health  induced 
him  to  change  his  residence  to  the  center 
of  the  township.  Here  they  led  a retired 
life  until  their  decease,  Mr.  Foster  passing 
away  in  1874,  Mrs.  Foster  in  1875;  both 
are  buried  in  the  Center  cemetery  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  He  was  industrious,  hard- 
working, a good  business  manager,  and 
one  of  the  most  progressive  men  in  the 
county,  qualities  which  brought  him  suc- 
cess and  enabled  him  from  time  to  time  to 
increase  his  property,  lie  always  gave 
liberally  to  church  work,  and  was  the 
largest  contributor  toward  the  M.  E. 
Church  building,  also  donating  the  land 
upon  which  it  stood.  Politically  he  was 
a Republican,  originally  a Democrat,  hav- 
ino-  changed  durincr  Fremont’s  administra- 
tion,  and  served  as  township  trustee  and 
in  various  other  local  offices.  After  com- 
ing to  Ohio  three  children  were  added  to 
the  domestic  circle,  viz  : Horatio,  who 
died  in  LaGrange  in  1804,  of  smallpox: 
George,  of  LaGrange,  and  a son  that  died 
in  infancy  unnamed. 

Albert  Foster  was  five  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  here 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  which 
were  then  held  in  log  buildings.  He  re- 
ceived a thorough  training  in  ao-riculture 
on  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained  until 
his  marriage,  on  February  6,  1852,  to  Miss 
Betsey  Knowles,  who  was  born  in  the 
Fast,  and  came  when  one  year  old  to  Ohio, 
whither  her  father,  Horace  Foster,  removed 
in  an  early  day,  settling  in  LaGrange  town- 
ship, Lorain  county.  After  his  marriage 
our  subject  located  on  a piece  of  the  home 
place,  near  the  homestead,  and  commenced 
farming,  remaining  there  ten  years,  when 
he  exchanged  with  his  father  for  the  home- 
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stead.  Here  he  resided  lifteen  years,  or 
until  April  2,  1877,  when  he  disposed  of 
108  acres  of  the  home  farm,  and  came  to 
his  present  place,  near  the  center  of  La- 
Grange  township,  where  he  has  since  lived 
retired.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Foster 
have  come  four  children,  viz. : Lyman  P.  (of 
Penfield,  Lorain  county ),  Merritt  (of  Brown 
county,  Ivans.),  Frank  ^of  LaG range)  and 
Edward  (of  Brown  county,  Ivans.),  all  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  farming.  These 
children  have  all  had  the  best  of  educa- 
tional opportunities,  and  their  father  has 
liberally  assisted  each  one  to  make  a start 
in  life.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a 
Democrat,  but  is  now  a stanch  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  given  uni- 
versal satisfaction  as  trustee  of  LaG  range 
township.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  was 
elected  a director  of  the  couDty  infirmary, 
a position  in  which  he  has  ever  since  effi- 
ciently served.  Kind-hearted  and  generous, 
he  is  recognized  as  a public  benefactor,  and 
is  looked  up  to  and  esteemed  as  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  his  community.  He 
has  traveled  considerably,  and  has  paid 
several  visits  to  his  sons  in  Kansas.  Mrs.. 
Foster  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
[Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  been 
informed  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Albert  Foster, 
which  occurred  January  20,  1894. — Ed. 


I II.  TOMNSHEXD,  a progressive 
j and  well-to-do  agriculturist  of  Shef- 
T field  township,  is  a native  of  the  same, 
born  in  1839.  a son  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Hurst)  Townshend,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  England,  the  father  of 
Warwickshire. 

When  a young  man  John  Townshend, 
father  of  subject,  emigrated  from  England 
to  the  United  States,  coming  in  1831  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  settling  on  a farm 
in  Avon  township.  He  there  married  Han- 
nah Hurst,  and  the  young  couple  then 
moved  to  another  farm,  in  Sheffield  town- 


ship. Mr.  Townshend  was  killed  by  the 
cars  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  in  1875,  and  Mrs. 
Townshend  died  some  years  ago. 

J.  Id.  Townshend  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  township, 
and  was  trained  to  farming  pursuits,  which 
have  been  his  life  work.  He  assisted  in 
opening  up  the  home  farm,  now  a well- 
cultivated  piece  of  land,  on  which  he  yet 
resides.  In  1875  he  visited  Pittsburgh, 
Penn.,  and  was  there  and  then  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Shober,  by  whom  he  has  had 
the  following  named  children:  Lloyd, 

Leola,  Ilia  and  Florence.  In  politics  Mr. 
Townshend  is  a Republican,  stanch  and 
true,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Avon. 


FF.TER  M.  SMITH  is  a thoroughly 
representative  loyal  German-Ameri- 
can  citizen  of  Sheffield  township, 
where  he  successfully  follows  the 
plough. 

He  was  born  May  19,  1819,  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  a son  of  Mathias  and  Barbara 
(Dohn)  Smith,  also  natives  of  Prussia, 
where  the  father,  who  was  a farmer,  died 
when  his  son  Peter  M.  was  five  years  old. 
The  widowed  mother  and  her  family  sub- 
sequently emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  she  died 
in  Sheffield  township  at  the  age  of  seventy - 
nine  years,  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  three  grew  to  maturity,  namely : 
Mary,  Peter  M.  and  Ann  Mary. 

Peter  M.  Smith,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical memoir,  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  Fatherland,  and  was 
there  married.  In  1846  he  and  his  family 
came  to  America,  and  to  Lorain  county. 
Ohio,  first  locating  in  Ridgeville  township, 
afterward  settling  in  Sheffield  township, 
where  he  bought  his  present  beautiful  farm 
of  166  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land.  A 
brief  record  of  his  children  is  here  pre- 
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6ented:  Joseph  has  his  home  in  Wisconsin; 
Peter  is  married,  and  lives  in  Cleveland  (he 
lias  six  children  living);  Hubbard  is  mar- 
ried, and  had  ten  children;  Kate,  Mrs. 
Schumacher,  has  had  six  children;  John  is 
married,  and  has  nine  children.  The  mother 
of  the  above  named  family  died  in  1883,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years.  Mr.  Smith  has 
four  living  grandchildren,  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Chu  rch. 


(TV  AYID  MILLER,  a well-known  resi- 
] dent  of  North  Amherst,  is  an  early 
J settler  of  Lorain  county.  His  par- 
ents, Jacob  and  Catherine  (Cook) 
Miller,  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
and  in  1847  emigrated  to  America,  locat- 
incr  in  North  Amherst,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
They  reared  a family  of  seven  children, 
viz.:  Jacob,  who  lives  in  Brownhelm  town- 
ship; Catherine,  in  Mercer  county,  Penn.; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Miller,  of  Sheffield 
township;  David ; Julia,  living  in  Michi- 
gan; Margaret,  wife  of  Adam  Baker,  of 
Black  River  township;  and  Amelia,  wife  of 
Barney  Burke,  of  Lorain.  The  father  of 
this  family  followed  farming;  he  died  in 
North  Amherst  in  1889,  having  been  pre- 
ceded by  the  mother  in  1888,  when  aged 
eighty-eight  years. 

David  Miller  was  born  in  1S27  in  Bav- 
aria, Germany,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  Germany,  Eng- 
land and  France,  and  in  1847  came  with 
his  parents  to  North  Amherst,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  also  followed  his  trade 
for  many  years.  In  1864  he  enlisted,  at 
Wooster,  Ohio,  in  Company  I,  First  Ohio 
Artillery,  for  one  year  or  during  the  war, 
serving  as  blacksmith;  they  were  stationed 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  at  Dalton,  Ga., 
at  which  latter  place  Mr.  Miller  received 
an  honorable  discharge  in  1865,  and  re- 
turned to  Lorain  county. 


In  1851  Mr.  Miller  was  married  in  Lo- 
rain county,  to  Miss  Margaret  Hildebrand, 
a native  of  Germany,  daughter  of  David 
and  Gertrude  (Reis)  Hildebrand,  natives 
of  Hessen,  Germany,  whence  they  emi- 
grated in  1835,  settling  in  Black  River 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  passed  away  in  1858,  and  was  fol- 
lowed to  the  grave  by  the  mother  in  1862. 
They  were  the  second  German  family  to 
settle  in  Lorain  county.  A brother  of 
Mrs.  Miller  resides  in  North  Carolina. 
Our-  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  viz.:  Lewis,  a farmer  of 
Sheffield  township;  Mary,  wife  of  George 
Keller,  a farmer  of  Black  River  township; 
Sophia,  wife  of  Winnie  Gawn,  of  Amherst 
township;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Roy  Leslie, 
of  North  Amherst;  Rowena,  wife  of  Philip 
Klotz,  residing  in  Lorain;  Julia;  and 
Emma,  wife  of  Irving  Chappell,  a machin- 
ist, of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  politics  Mr. 
Miller  is  a Republican,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  North  Amherst. 
Mr.  Miller  is  now  engaged  in  fruit  farm- 
ing  and  gardening. 


JjOHN  W.  GROTE,  of  North  Amherst, 
j was  born  November  25,  1849,  in 
_J  Hanover,  Germany,  a son  of  Georo-e 
and  Nena  (Zieranberg)  Grote,  the 
former  of  whom  was  also  a native  of  Han- 
over, where  they  both  died.  The  father 
was  killed  by  an  accident  in  1849;  the 
mother  passed^from  earth  when  about  fifty- 
three  years  old.  They  had  four  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  only  one  to 
come  to  America. 

John  W.  Grote  received  a good  educa- 
tion at  the  school  of  his  native  place,  and 
in  1872  came  to  America,  setting  sail  April 
15  and  arriving  May  15  following1.  After 
his  arrival  in  North  Amherst,  Ohio,  he 
commenced  working  in  stone  quarries,  in 
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which  he  continued  some  fifteen  years  in 
one  place,  most  of  the  time  in  the  capacity 
of  foreman  in  the  Holdeman  quarry  (now- 
owned  by  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company). 
After  a year’s  sickness  he  opened  out  in 
the  retail  liquor  trade  in  North  Amherst, 
and  has  been  very  successful,  being  a popu- 
lar and  much  respected  citizen.  ZNI r.  Grote 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia 
Subears,  and  four  children— one  son  and 
three  daughters— have  been  born  to  them, 
viz.:.  Rosa,  Emma.  Lizzie  and  Willie.  The 
entire  family  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church;  in  politics  Mr.  Grote  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Encampment,  and  the 

K.  O.  T.  M. 


H ZARIAII  SMITH  ROOT,  A.  M , 
Mi  Librarian  and  Professor  of  Bibli-* 
Jj  ography  at  Oberlin  College,  is  a na- 
fj  tiveof  Massachusetts,  born  in  Mid- 
dlefield  February  3,  1SC2,  a son  of 
Francis  and  Anna  (Smith)  Root.  The  father 
of  subject,  also  born  in  Middlefield,  Mass., 
is  now  a merchant  in  the  town  of  East 
Douglass,  Mass.  He  married  Anna  Smith, 
who  died  March  24,  1874,  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  eight  months,  the  mother 
of  two  children,  of  whom  Azariah  S.  is  the 
second. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  his 
preparatory  education  at  the  high  school  of 
Middlefield,  and  at  the  Hinsdale  and  Pitts- 
field schools,  all  in  Massachusetts.  In  1880 
he  entered  Oberlin  (Ohio)  College,  where 
he  graduated  in  the  classical  course  of  1884, 
after  which,  in  1885-86,  he  studied  law  in 
Poston  University,  and  also  in  Harvard 
I Diversity.  In  1887  he  was  appointed  li- 
brarian of  Oberlin  College,  and  in  1880 
professor  of  Bibliography,  which  positions 
iie  is  at  present  holding.  In  the  year  last 
mentioned  he  took  the  degree  of  A.  M.  at 
Oberlin  College.  He  is  librarian  for  the 
Ohio  Church  Historical  Society. 


On  April  30, 1887,  Prof.  Root  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  A.  M.  Metcalf,  of 
Elyria,  Ohio,  and  one  child— Francis  Met- 
calf— w-as  born  to  them  August  24,  1889. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  a member  of  the 
Third  Party  Prohibitionists,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  County  Prohibition  Committee, 
lie  is  of  the  tenth  generation  of  the  Root 
family  in  the  United  States. 


D avid  schwartz,  one  of  the 

prosperous  and  industrious  German 
__  agriculturists  of  Russia  township, 
is  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
born  July  7,  1832. 

His  father,  Jacob  Schwartz,  was  by  vo- 
cation a farmer  in  the  Fatherland,  ownino- 
a small  piece  of  land,  and  he  labored  at 
whatever  he  could  find  to  do  when  he  had 
no  work  at  his  own  home.  He  married 
Miss  Catherine  Burg,  and  she  bore  him 
five  children,  one  of  whom,  Catherine  by- 
name, died  in  Germany.  The  father  passed 
from  earth  there  in  March,  1834.  leaving-  a 
widow  and  five  children  to  be  provided  for. 
In  the  meantime  the  eldest  boy  married, 
and  the  family  circle  being  now  broken, 
the  widowed  mother  concluded  to  emigrate 
to  America  with  her  remaining  offspring. 
Consequently  in  June,  1848,  they — she 
and  four  children,  Jacob,  Margaretta.  Eliza- 
beth and  our  subject — set  sail  from  the 
port  of  Antwerp  for  New  York,  where 
they  landed  after  a passage  of  forty- two 
days.  From  there  they  proceeded  by  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  lake  to  Cleve- 
land, and  then  by  road  to  Russia  township. 
Lorain  county,  where  there  already  was  a 
. small  colony  of  their  countrymen.  The 
son  Jacob  acted  as  leader  of  the  party, 
and  having  among  themselves  saved  about 
three  hundred  dollars,  he  (Jacob)  pur- 
chased a farm  therewith,  afterward  repay- 
ino-  what  he  had  borrowed. 

O 

At  this  time  David  Schwartz  was  sixteen 
years  old.  He  attended  school  regularly 
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in  his  native  country,  and  hut  a short  time 
in  the  JSTew  World,  lie  had  no  trouble  in 
securing  work,  and  for  his  lirst  year’s 
services  received  fifty  dollars.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  bought  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  credit,  and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty- 
one  he  had  paid  off  the  entire  sum — five 
hundred  and  eight  dollars — all  accumu- 
lated  by  hard  work  and  rigid  economy. 
He  has  now  163  acres  of  land,  all  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  September,  185G,  Hr.  Schwartz  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Christina  Baker, 
who  was  born  March  16.  1S3H,  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  a daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Cook)  Baker,  who  came  west  to  Ohio 
in  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  county.  After  marriage 
the  young  couple  commenced  housekeep- 
ing in  an  old  log  house  that  stood  on  his 
farm,  which  in  after  years  was  superseded 
by  the  more  substantial  residence,  which 
is  yet  standing.  Children  as  follows  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwartz: 
Frank  E.,  a farmer  of  Carlisle  township, 
Lorain  county;  Caroline.  Mrs.  William 
Shubert,  of  Russia  township;  Charles  II., 
of  Elyria,  Ohio;  Eliza  S.,  Mrs.  Eugene 
Waldorf,  of  Muncie,  Ind. ; John  A.,  of 
Arizona;  Lucy  S.,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Renkie,  of 
Elyria,  Ohio;  and  Mary  F.  The  mother  of 
this  family  died  somewhat  suddenly  on 
August  6,  1879,  after  a brief  illness,  and 
she  now  lies  buried  in  North  Amherst 
cemetery.  Politically  our  subject  is  a 
Democrat,  but  though  true  to  his  colors 
takes  no  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
his  party,  having  his  time  fully  occupied 
on  his  farm. 


ohn  McLaughlin,  a popular, 

progressive  and  wide-awake  citizen 
of  Oberlin,  where  he  is  proprietor  of 


a flourishing  bookstore,  is  a native  of 
Canada,  born  November  6,  1849.  in  Bob  j 
ton,  Brome  county,  Province  of  Quebec,  j 
He  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Mooney)  j 


McLaughlin,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  when  a 
child  was  brought  to  Canada  by  his  par- 
ents, who  died  on  their  farm  there.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  after  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Mooney,  a native  of  New 
Hampshire,  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Brome  county,  Quebec,  where  he  died 
in  1884,  at  about  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years;  his  wife  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed 
on  the  farm  in  Canada,  and  his  education 
was  received  at  the  schools  of  St.  Johns- 
bury.  i\  t the  age  of  twenty  years  became 
to  the  United  States,  prior  to  which  he  had 
worked  at  various  vocations,  saving  money 
as  he  plodded  along.  This  enabled  him  to 
come  west,  where  there  were  better  oppor- 
tunities for  a young  man,  and  locating  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  he  attended  school  at 
Oberlin  one  year.  After  this,  February 
26,  1876,  he  opened  his  present  bookstore 
♦in  Oberlin,  in  which  business  he  has  met 
with  well-merited  success.  In  addition  to 
books  and  stationery  he  carries  a large 
stock  of  wall-paper,  and  makes  a specialty 
of  lamps,  particularly  the  “ Oberlin  Lamp,” 
for  which  he  has  the  exclusive  sale  in  the 
city.  Our  subject  was  married  in  Oberlin 
to  Miss  Jennie  V.  Bunce,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Helen  Irene  and  Dora  Gene- 
vieve. In  his  political  preferences  he  is  a 
Republican. 


E'DMHN  A.  BIVINS,  a well-known 
farmer  of  Amherst  township,  is  a 

j descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest 

pioneer  families  of  Lorain  county. 
Benjamin  Bivins,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  was 
reared  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
district.  In  an  early  day  he  came  to  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
farming,  afterward  returnincr  to  Erie 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Asenath  Adams.  In  1835  they  came 
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to  Lorain  county,  and  settled  on  a farm, 
where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  grandfather  served  for  many 
years  as  constable  and  justice  of  the  peace 
in  his  township.  He  died  at  the  age  ot 
eighty-three,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at 
Elyria  when  aged  eighty-nine  years  and 
nine  months.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

Lyman  Bivins,  son  of  this  old  pioneer, 
was  horn  January  17,  1808,  in  Otsego 
county,  X.  Y.,  and  in  1835  came  with  his 
father  from  Clarence,  Erie  Co.,  X.  Y.  lie 
married  Lydia  Greene,  a native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  they  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  Edwin  A.; 

Maria,  wife  of  Morris  Heeock,  of  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  county;  George  L.,  in 
the  livery  business  in  Elyria;  Eliza,  de- 
ceased wife  of  L.  1).  Stout;  Josephine, 
who  married  Leonard  Steele,  and  died  in 
Amherst;  and  Albert,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  18G1; 
the  father  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
eighty -five  years. 

Edwin  A.  Bivins  was  born  in  1837  in 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  and 
was  reared  on  the  farm,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  He  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  of  his  grandfather, 
and  for  fifteen  years  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Lake  Shore  Railroad,  at  Xorwalk,  on 
car  and  cab  work.  He  was  afterward  en- 
gaged for  five  years  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness at  Amherst,  and  then  returned  to  the 
farm.  In  1803  Mr.  Bivins  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  I.  AVinton,  who  was  born  in 
Amherst  township,  daughter  of  Orrin  and 
M ariett  (Smith)  Win  ton,  natives  of  \rer- 
mont,  who  came  to  Amherst  township 
about  1831.  where  he  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  farming.  They  were  the  parents 
of  children  as  follows:  Eli.  who  resides  in 
Arkansas;  Ann,  widow  of  Edward  Aikens, 
of  Amherst  township;  Mariett;  C.  F., 
living  in  Kansas;  O.  P.,  who  died  in  East 
St.  Louis,  III.;  Alferetta,  wife  of  George 
Morgan,  of  Elyria;  Hattie,  wife  of  AVill- 
iurn  Barnes,  of  Cleveland;  AVilliam  W.,  a 


stationary  engineer  at  Sandusky,  Ohio 
(his  twin  sister  died  in  infancy);  Xellie, 
who  lives  in  Elyria,  and  Mary  I.,  Mrs. 
Bivins.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
killed  by  a falling  tree;  his  widow  is  now 
residing  with  our  subject.  Airs.  Bivins’ 
maternal  grandfather  Smith  came  to  Lo- 
rain county  in  1831. 

To  Air.  and  Airs.  Bivins  was  born  one 
child,  Frank  B.,  who  became  a sailor,  em- 
barking first  at  Erie,  Penn.;  after  sailino- 
for  three  years  on  the  lakes,,  he  went  to 
Philadelphia,  from  there  sailing  to  Ger- 
many, and  thence  to  Australia,  whence, 
after  a stay  of  nine  months,  he  went  to 
London,  England.  From  there  he  went  to 
San  Francisco,  and  then  cruised  along  the 
coast  to  British  Columbia.  He  was  killed 
on  board  the  ship  “ Kennebec,”  while  some 
days  out  from  San  Pedro,  Cab,  and  was 
buried  at  sea.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
has  tilled  numerous  political  offices;  tor 
two  years  lie  was  marshal  of  Xorth  Am- 
herst, and  he  has  also  served  as  constable, 
as  member  of  the  town  council,  and  as  as- 
sessor of  North  Amherst.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  Stonington  Lodge  Xo.  503, 
and  in  relio-ion  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 

O 

hers  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Xorth 

O D 

Am  herst. 


J.  GARRETT.  In  the  front  rank 
^*V  of  the  representative  agriculturists 
°f  Carlisle  township  is  found  this 
gentleman,  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  200-acre  farms  in  the  county,  de- 
voted to  general  agriculture,  in  a great 
measure  to  dairying,  having  thereon  an 
average  of  twenty  cows. 

Air.  Garrett  is  a native  of  Xew  York 
State,  born  in  Saratoga  county,  August  10, 

• » O 

1830,  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Charlotte 
(Rowell)  Garrett,  the  father  a native  of 
Xew  York  State,  the  mother  of  Vermont. 
They  were  married  in  Xew  York  State, 
and  in  183L  migrated  to  Lorain  county, 


1190 


LORAIN ' COUNTY , Oil  JO. 


Ohio,  locating  first  in  Penfield  township, 
afterward,  in  1836,  settling  in  Carlisle 
township,  where  they  bought  a partly-im- 
proved farm  of  2(15  acres.  In  politics  the 
father  was  first  a Democrat,  then  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  served  as  trustee  of  his  town- 
ship. He  died  in  Carlisle  township,  June 
29,  1866,  the  mother  in  May,  1886,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  subject,  Joseph  Garrett, 
lived  all  his  life  in  New  York  State,  and 
his  wife  lived  to  be  ninety  years  old.  To 
Benjamin  and  Charlotte  Garrett  were  born 
three  children,  viz.:  John,  who  married, 
and  moved  to  Clinton  county,  Mich.,  where 
he  died  about  the  year  1881;  Jane  Eliza, 
wife  of  George  Noble,  residing  in  Elyria, 
and  S.  J. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  almost 
five  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Lorain  county,  and  in  Carlisle 
township  received  his  education,  at  the 
same  time  giving  his  assistance  toward  the 
opening  up  and  improving  of  the  home 
farm.  In  1851  he  was  married  to  Miss 
M.  Noble,  \vho  was  born  in  Lorain  county, 
and  reared  in  LaGrange  township,  a daugh- 
ter of  Ilervey  and  Phoebe  (Wilkinson)  No- 
ble, who  settled  in  an  early  day  in  that 
township,  where  they  carried  on  farming 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  At  the  time  of  their 
settlement  in  LaGrange,  in  June,  1S27, 
there  were  only  two  or  three  families  in 
the  township.  Mr.  Noble  died  June  16, 
1871,  aged  seventy-six,  his  wife  having 
preceded  him  to  the  grave  April  23,  1870, 
aged  sixty-nine  years.  They  had  a family 
of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Betsy,  de- 
ceased at  the  age  of  eighteen  months: 

O'  U 

Esther,  wife  of  David  Parsons,  of  Akron, 
Ohio;  George  W.,  residing  in  Elyria; 
Amanda,  deceased  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  Emily  Annette,  wife  of  C.  C.  Man- 
ville,  of  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  coun- 
ty; Mrs.  S.  J.  Garrett;  Ilenry  D.,  who 
was  married,  and  died  in  Lorain  county  in 
1861;  and  Melissa,  deceased  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  J.  Garrett 
were  born  three  children:  Frank,  who  was 


married  in  1S78  to  A l i s s Mary  Martin,  and 
has  one  child — Essie  Bell;  Cora,  wife  of 
Charles  Fuller,  who  has  one  child — -Carrie 
(they  live  in  Cleveland);  and  Charles,  who 
was  married  in  February,  1887,  to  Minnie 
Lehman,  and  has  three  sons — Leroy,  Mark 
Elmer  and  Roy.  In  his  political  associa- 
tions Mr.  Garrett  is  a Republican,  and  has 
served  as  township  trustee  three  or  four 
terms. 


| 

i 


' I RAM  WACIv,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent representative  agriculturists  of 
Carlisle  township,  is  a “Green 
Mountain  Laddie,”  born  in  Ver- 
mont September  9,  1809,  a son  of 
Frederick  and  Hannah  (Loomis)  Wack, 
natives  of  Connecticut. 


They  were  married  in  their  native  State, 
and  afterward  moved  to  Manchester,  Vt., 
thence  to  Dorset,  Vt.,  when  our  subject 
was  about  two  years  old.  In  1837  they 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  settling  on 
a farm  near  the  Black  river,  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship, where  Mr.  Wack  died,  when  over 
eighty  years  of  age;  Mrs.  Wack  passed 
away  in  Michigan  also  aged  over  eighty 
years.  They  had  a family  of  children,  six 
of  whom  are  yet  living,  named  as  follows: 
Eliza  (wife  of  John  Wyman),  William 
Albert,  Hiram,  Charles  Chauncey,  Caro- 
line Laura,  and  Clarissa;  Erastus  died  in 
infancy.  In  politics  Mr.  Wack  was  a 
member  of  the  Whig  party. 

Hiram  Wack,  of  whom  this  sketch, 
chiefly  relates,  may  be  justly  classified 
among  the  pioneers  of  Carlisle  township, 
as  he  came  here  in  1837,  at  a time  when 
wild  animals  were  yet  plentiful.  On  Sep- 
tember 19,  1839,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Jane  Rickey,  a native  of  Vermont,  and 
they  had  three  children, as  follows:  George, 
who  married  (Miss  Diantha  Vibber,  and  has 
one  child — Herbert  (they  live  in  Russia 
township);  Alfred,  who  married  Miss  Caro- 
line Bender,  and  has  six  children — Ellen, 
Charles,  Frank,  Cassie,  Mary  and  Mabel; 
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and  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Heigh- 
ten, who  has  three  children — Harry,  John 
and  Robert  (the  family  reside  in  La  Porte, 
Carlisle  township).  Our  subject  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  in  New  4 ork,  and 
worked  at  same  in  Oberlin  some  years,  at 
intervals,  before  his  marriage;  he  was  also 
a workman  one  winter  on  the  steamship 
“ Ranker  Hill,”  which  lay  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Black  river.  After  marriage  he  did 
carpenter  work  only  in  his  neighborhood, 
and  also  operated  his  farm,  which  is  well 
improved  and*  now  comprises  some  179 
acres.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  poli- 
tics as  a member  of  the  Republican  party 
ever  since  its  organization,  though  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  subject,  who  is 
supposed  to  have  been  a German,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  American  Revolution,  and 
died  while  on  his  way  home  at  the  close  of 
his  service. 


\ "VjARREN  EARL,  assessor  and  treas- 
\ / Y'/  urer  of  Eaton  township,  who  has 
b/  m[  been  a resident  of  Lorain  county 
since  December,  1853,  is  a native 
of  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1834. 
His  parents,  Moses  and  Elizabeth  (Fauver) 
Earl,  were  also  natives  of  New  York,  and 
there  passed  their  entire  lives.  The  father 
died  in  New  York  in  1836.  They  had 
but  one  child,  Warren.  Some  time  pre- 
vious to  his  death  Moses  Earl  had  located 
land  in  Ohio. 

Warren  Earl  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1853 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  locating  in 
Eaton  township,  and  working  in  Elyria, 
where  he  learned  the  bricklayer's  and 
plasterer’s  trades.  In  1864  lie  enlisted,  at 
Wooster,  Ohio,  foroneyear,  in  Company  D, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-eighth  O.  Y.  L, 
and  served  with  the  army  of  the  West, 
lie  participated  in  the  engagement  at 
Murfreesborough,  served  till  the  close  of 


the  war,  and  1865  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Philadelphia.  He  returned  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1868  settled 
in  Eaton  township,  where  in  1877  he 
bought  twenty  acres  of  improved  land.  Mr. 
Earl  has  taken  considerable  interest  in 
politics,  voting  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  served  two  terms  as  township  as- 
sessor and  for  twelve  years  as  treasurer. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married, 
first  in  1859,  in  Eaton  township,  to  Miss 
Adelaide  Fauver,  a native  of  New  York, 
who  died  in  1871.  In  February,  1874,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sally 
Earl,  a native  of  New  York,  and  to  this 
union  have  come  two  children,  namely: 
Minnie  A.  and  Anna  B.  Socially  Mr. 
Earl  is  a member  of  Richard  Allen  Post 
No.  65,  G.  A.  R.,  Elyria. 


[ O.  HUMPHREY,  a lifelong  farmer 
| of  Eaton  township,  comes  of  a family 
- who  have  been  identified  with  the 
county  over  threescore  and  ten  years. 

He  was  born  in  1832  on  his  present 
farm  on  Butternut  Ridge,  a son  of  Orson 
J.  and  Lucinda  (Sutliff)  Humphrey,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
where  they  were  married.  From  there 
they  came  with  a one-horse  wagon  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  the  trip  occupying 
six  weeks,  and  in  1822  located  in  Ridge- 
ville  township,  whence  in  1832  they 
moved  to  Eaton  township,  to  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Orson  J.  Humphrey  was  a tanner  and 
currier  by  trade,  which  he  carried  on  till 
he  commenced  farming.  He  took  a con- 
siderable interest  in  politics,  first  as  a 
Whig,  later  as  a Republican,  and  served  as 
a justice  of  the  peace  fifteen  years,  and 
county  commissioner  three  terms.  He 
died  December  5,  1867,  his  wife  in  No- 
vember, 1869.  They  had  a family  of  six 
children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
as  follows:  Amelia,  deceased  wife  of  Joiner 
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Race,  of  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain 
county;  Fidelia,  wife  of  Lewis  AI.  Pounds, 
of  Topeka,  Ivans.;  Orelia,  now  in  Kansas; 
Facelia  (widow  of  William  Brust),  a resi- 
dent of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  J.  0. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  had  a thor- 
oughly practical  school  training  in  his 
native  township,  and  afterward  attended 
select  school  at  LaPorte,  Lorain  county, 
and  college  at  Berea.  On  his  return 

O 

home  he  applied  himself  assiduously  to 
agriculture,  at  which  he  has  since  con  tin- 
ued  with  well-merited  success.  Lie  now 
owns  a fine  farm  of  125  acres,  all  in  a 
good  state  of  cultivation. 

In  1856  Mr.  Humphrey  was  married, 
in  Carlisle  township,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
W orthington,  and  eight  children  have  i 

O 7 i o 

been  born  to  them,  of  whom  the  following 
is  a brief  record:  Helena  is  residing  at 

O 

home;  Elmer  E.  married  Miss  Alzina 
Hamlin,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Hamlin  and  Blanche;  and  Mary,  Orson, 
Clarence,  Mildred,  Edwin  and  Herbert,  all 
at  home.  Mr.  Humphrey  in  his  political 
sympathies  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
Mrs.  Humphrey  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  LaPorte.  Joseph  and  Betsy 
Humphrey,  grandparents  of  subject,  were 
Connecticut  people,  born  of  Welsh  an- 
cestry, jmd  in  an  early  day  came  to  Ridge- 
ville  township,  Lorain  county,  where  they 
passed  the  rest  of  their  busy  lives. 


ICHARD  MARSH,  a farmer  of 
Eaton  township,  was  born  in  1810 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  of 
Kent,  England,  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  ( Dean)  Marsh.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  also  natives  of 
England,  where  they  died,  the  father  at 
the  age  of  seventy,  the  mother  at  the  age 
of  fifty- one.  They  reared  a family  of 
seven  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing, namely:  Jane,  wife  of  Thomas  Spicer, 
residing  in  England;  and  Richard,  subject  j 


of  this  memoir.  John,  who  came  to  Eaton 
township  in  1850,  married  Louisa  Sutton, 
and  died  in  October,  1890;  his  widow  re- 
sides in  Eaton  township. 

Richard  Marsh  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  England,  and  there  e no-acred 
in  farming  pursuits  until  1852,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  In 
1864  he  was  married,  in  Eaton  township, 
to  Mrs.  Harriet  Cassell,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, widow  of  Edward  Cassell,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children:  Henry,  a resident 
of  Missouri,  and  a daughter,  Airs.  Silk. 
Air.  Marsh  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to 
agriculture,  and  he  now  owns  a good  farm 
of  forty-two  acres,  all  in  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  In  his  political  preferences 
he  is  a Republican;  in  religion  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Disciple  Church. 


IfOHX  BERRES,  for  over  a third  of  a 
k.  j century  a valuable  farmer  citizen  of 
C/'1  Ridgeville  township,  is  a native  of 
Germany,  born  near  Berlin  in  1835, 
a son  of  Adam  and  Mary  Berres,  of  the 
same  country.  In  1856  the  family  came 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Ridgeville 
township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  the 
parents  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  in  1892,  the  mother  in  1879. 

As  will  be  seen,  our  subject  was  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
America,  so  that  his  school  days  were  all 
passed  in  his  native  land,  where  he  also 
learned  farming  (a  vocation  he  has  ever 
since  followed),  besides,  according  to  the 
customs  of  the  country,  a trade,  his  choice 
being  carpentry,  at  which  he  worked  two 
years  before  crossing  the  ocean.  In  1865 
he  bought  forty-two  acres  of  partly-im- 
proved land,  subsequently  adding  thereto 
the  Taylor  farm,  and  he  now  owns  103 
acres,  all  well-cultivated,  on  which  he  has 
erected  a comfortable  modern  one-and-a- 
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half-story  residence  22x28,  with  an  L, 
also  one  and  a half  stories,  lSx  24;  kitchen 
14  \ Id;  woodshed  12 x 14;  horse  barn 
22x28.  Ho  has  also  put  up  a commodi- 
ous barn  40x60,  and  a second  one  30x40. 
Mr.  Berres  confines  himself  to  general 
fanning,  and  by  untiring  energy,  sound 
judgment  and  j udicious  economy  has  made 
an  enviable  success. 

In  1861  our  subject  was  married,  in 
Ridgeville  township,  to  Miss  Anna  Stouber, 
a native  of  Germany,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Barbara  (Conrad)  Stouber,  also  of 
Germany,  who  in  an  early  day  immigrated 
to  the  United  States,  making  their  final 
home  in  Avon  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Berres  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  as 
follows:  Emma,  married  to  George  Often, 
of  Ridgeville  township  (they  have  two 
children,  Mathias  and  Katie);  Katie,  wife 
of  Mathias  Diedrick,  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship;  Mary  and  Caspar.  They  have  also 
adopted  a boy  named  Tony  Stouber.  Some 
time  ago  our  subject  spent  seven  years  in 
the  Lake  Superior  country  among  the 
copper  mines.  lie  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  served  his 
township  as  supervisor  and  member  of  the 
school  board.  He  and  his  wife  were  born 
and  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 


GII.  JACKSON.  Among  the  pros- 
perous and  most  respected  of  the 
' representative,  native-born  agricul- 
turists of  Eaton  township,  is  to  be 
found  this  gentleman.  He  is  a son  of  Bar- 
nabas and  Martha  (I  arnham)  Jackson,  and 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  1851. 

Barnabas  Jackson,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  Maine,  whence  when  young  he  1 
came  to  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  with 
his  parents,  Abel  and  Sarah  Jackson,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Maine.  He  married 
in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  Miss  Martha 


Earnham,  who  was  born  in  that  county, 
near  Ravenna,  and  for  some  time  there- 
after they  lived  in  Medina  county,  where 
lie  conducted  a sawmill.  Later  he  followed 
building  and  contracting  in  Grafton  town- 
ship,  Lorain  county,  and  among  the  build- 
ings he  put  up  may  be  mentioned  the 
roundhouse  and  two  hotels.  In  1853  he 
moved  to  Eaton  township,  same  county, 
and  bought  an  improved  farm  from  Ira  B. 
Morgan,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying  Au- 
gust 8,  1889.  He  was  a Republican, 
originally  a Whig,  and  served  his  town- 
ship as  trustee;  during  the  dark  days  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  gave  all  the 
assistance  in  his  power  to  preserve  the 
Union.  His  own  parents  died,  the  father 
; in  Iowa,  the  mother  in  Eaton  township, 

: Lorain  county,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  To 
! Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnabas  Jackson  were  born 
j seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living, 

| viz.:  Ellen,  wife  of  Albert  Bingham,  of 
\ Eaton  township;  C.  H.,  our  subject; 

1 Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  Kettner,  of  Cleve- 
land: Frederick  Henry,  married  to  Celia 
Nichols,  and  residing  in  Cleveland;  An- 
drew. married,  and  living  in  Eaton  town- 
ship;  Byron  AT.,  married  to  Blanche  Nich- 
ols, and  living  in  Cleveland;  and  James 
E.,  married  to  Sarah  Aubrey,  also  in  Cleve- 
land. The  mother  of  tin’s  family  is  yet 
living  on  the  old  homestead. 

C.  II.  Jackson,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  elementary  education 
at  the  schools  of  Eaton  township,  which 
was  supplemented  with  a two-years’  at- 
tendance at  Oberlin  College.  He  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  early 
life  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  cheese,  which  industry  he  carried 
on  in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county, 
some  thirteen  years;  lie  was  also  interested 
in  a cheese  factory  in  Eaton  township.  In 
1881  he  purchased  an  improved  farm  of 
125  acres  in  Eaton  township,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  carrying  on  general  farming. 

In  1877  Air.  Jackson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Berea,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Eva  E. 
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Emmons,  a native  of  Columbia  township, 
Lorain  county,  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Cordelia  (Smith)  Emmons,  of  Connecticut, 
and  pioneers  of  Columbia  township,  Lo- 
rain county;  the  mother  is  deceased,  the 
father  yet  living.  To  this  union  has  been 
born  one  child — Grace  G.  In  his  political# 
associations  Mr.  Jackson  is  a Republican, 
and  for  five  years  served  as  township  trus- 
tee; in  18S8  he  was  elected  a justice  of 
the  peace. 


W\  A.  BAIN  BRIDGE,  one  of  the 
! wide-awake,  go-ahead,  native-born 
agriculturists  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship, is  owner  of  140  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county, 
being  mostly  the  old  homestead  of  the 
family. 

Mr.  Bainbridge  was  born  in  1837,  a son 
of  William  and  Elizabetli  (Ford)  Bain- 
bridge, natives  of  England,  the  father  of 
near  Hull,  Yorkshire.  They  were-  married 
in  their  native  country,  and  subsequently 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  in 
1832  they  made  for  themselves  a new 
home  in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain 
county,  the  locality  at  that  time  being  all 
woodland.  William  Bainbridge  first 
bought  twenty-five  acres,  to  which  he 
added  sixty  acres,  and,  later,  fifty  acres,  ag- 
gregating 135  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  where 
he  successfully  carried  on  general  agricul- 
ture till  his  death;  his  widow  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Mr.  Bain- 
bridge in  his  political  views  was  first  a 
Whig,  in  later  years  a stalwart  Republican, 
casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  J.  C. 
Fremont,  and  he  held  many  township 
offices  of  trust.  To  this  honored  couple 
was  born  a family  of  children,  the  follow- 
ing beiim  a brief  record  of  them:  George 

r">  ' ' * £? 

died  in  Ridgeville  township  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three;  Mary  Jane  died  young;  Jabez, 
married,  resides  in  Olmsted  township,  ; 
Cuyahoga  county;  W.  A.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Hester  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  I 


Hollister,  of  California;  Rachel  is  the  wife 
of  Augustus  Tilburg,  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship; Fletcher  died  in  Ridgeville  township; 
AY  i Hi  am  B.,  who  was  married,  died  in 
Ridgeville  township. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  received  such 
education  as  was  afforded  in  his  early  boy- 
hood by  the  primitive  schools,  held  in 
some  old  log  shanty,  whose  furnishings 
and  “dominie,”  alike,  smacked  of  “ the 
sere  and  yellow  leaf.”  In  politics  he  is  a 
straight  Republican,  and  has  served  his 
township  as  road  commissioner.  In  1891 
he  visited  California,  spending  six  months 
in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State,  part 
of  the  time  in  San  Jose.  Mr.  Bainbridge 
has  not  yet  enlisted  in  the  courageous  army 
of  “ Benedicts,”  preferring  an  Arcadian  1 ite 
of  single  bliss. 


C HARLES  AY.  BOMMER,  a repre- 
sentative, progressive  citizen  of 
' Avon  township,  where  he  has  re- 
sided since  childhood, was  born  August 
30,  1861,  in  Olmsted  township,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio. 

Joseph  Bommer,  father  of  Charles  A\7., 
was  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  whence 
in  an  earlyr  day  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  to  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  by  the  month.  He  mar- 
ried Sophia  Muche,  who  was  horn  in 
Hesse,  Germany,  and  in  1867  they  came 
to  Avon  township,  and  opened  up  a farm 
on  which  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1881;  his  widow  passed 
away  in  Avon  township  in  1885.  They 
reared  a family  of  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Louisa,  wife  of  P.  NaoJe,  of  Avon 

township;  Ed.,  married,  residing  in  AYest 
View,  Cuyahoga  county;  Frank,  a resident 
of  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county; 
Eva,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years;  Gertie,  living  in  Lorain  county; 
AYiilie,  who  died  when  three  years  old ; and 
Charles  AY.,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch. 
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Charles  W.  Bom mer  came  with  his  par-  ( 
ents  to  Avon  township  when  six  years  I 
old,  and  here  obtained  his  literary  eduea-  j 
tion  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  i 
trained  from  early  boyhood  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  he  has  always  been  en-  j 
gaged,  and  he  now  owns  a half  interest  in 
the  homestead  and  a farm  in  Ridceville 

O 

township.  lie  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
1SS6,  in  Avon  township,  with  Miss  Anna 
Engels,  a native  of  the  township,  daughter  of 
Peter  Engels,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born  four  children,  viz.:  Frank,  Clara, 
Willie  and  Anna  Bertha.  In  his  political  i 
preferences  Mr.  Bommer  is  an  ardent  : 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  ' 
party;  in  the  spring  of  1893  he  was 
elected  trustee  of  Avon  township,  where 
he  has  also  served  as  supervisor  and  school 
director.  In  religious  connection  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church  at  French  Creek. 


F Frederick  daglte,  a self-made, 

representative  agriculturist  of  Pen- 
__  field  township,  is  a son  of  Frederick 
and  Catherine  (Harsh)  Dague,  and  ! 
was  the  second  child  born  to  them  after 
their  removal  to  Ohio. 

Our  subject  first  saw  the  light  January 
23,  1822,  and  received  a limited  education 
in  the  subscription  schools,  the  only  ones 
then  afforded  at  that  time  and  place.  From 
early  boyhood  he  was  inured  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  pioneer  farm  life, and  he  remained 
at  home  until  several  years  after  his  mar- 
riage. On  August  29, 1811,  he  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Maria  Smith,  born  December  j 
9,  1821,  in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  daughter  ! 
of  Jeremiah  and  Rowena  (Arnold)  Smith,  i 
who  came  to  Ohio  in  1826,  settlinc  in 
Stark  county,  where  Mr.  Smith  died,  the 
family  subsequently  removing  to  Richland  i 
.county,  where  Mrs.  Dague  -resided  until 
her  marriage.  The  young  couple  took  up 
their  residence  on  the  farm  of  his  father  j 


until  1851,  when  they  removed  to  their 
present  farm  in  Penfield  township,  then 
comprising  100  acres,  all  in  the  woods, 
which  he  purchased  at  five  dollars  and  a 
half  per  acre.  The  cabin  in  which  they 
lived  was  built  of  logs,  had  a white 
ash  floor,  and  was  a very  comfortable, 
though  rudely-furnished,  home.  Soon 
after  coming  here  Mr.  Dague  built  a 

p 

barn,  which  is  still  standing,  he  and  his 
brother  John,  who  were  neicrhbors,  assist- 

D 

ing  each  other  in  their  work.  To  Frede- 
rick  and  Maria  Dague  were  born  children 
as  follows:  John,  of  Litchfield,  Ohio; 

Levi,  of  Harrisville,  Ohio;  Maretus,  of 
Chatham,  Ohio;  Frederick,  of  Spencer, 
Ohio;  Sarah  M.,  the  widow  of  Robert 
Everhart;  Homer,  who  died  at  the  ave  of 
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thirteen  years;  Jeremiah,  of  Spencer; 
Jonathan,  a farmer  of  Litchfield,  Ohio; 
Alary  Jane,  Mrs.  Orrin  Meade,  of  Michi- 
gan; Emerson,  a farmer,  at  home;  Charles, 
a farmer  of  Spencer;  Ella,  Mrs.  Grant 
Hull,  of  Litchfield,  Ohio;  and  Anna,  who 
married  Grant  Hull,  and  died  at  the  acre 
of  twenty-two  years.  Mr.  Dague  has  been 
a lifelong  farmer,  and  for  a short  while 
carried  on  a dairy  in  connection  with 
his  agricultural  work.  He  now  owns  a 
fine  farm  of  190  acres,  all  accumulated  by 
his  own  energy  and  unceasing  industry, 
for  he  began  life  with  comparatively  noth- 
ing. In  his  political  predilections  he  has 
always  been  a stanch  Democrat,,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
hers  of  the  German  Baptist  Church  at 
Chatham,  Ohio. 


Q EOBGE  T.  DEEG,  a highly  success- 
. ful  farmer  and  grape-grower  of 
; Avon  township,  is  a native  Wurtem- 
,1  berg,  Germany,  born  in  1826. 

He  is  a son  of  Christopher  and 
Elizabeth  (Lautenschlager)  Deeg,  of  the 
same  locality,  who  were  married  in  Ger- 
many, and  in  1842  set  Tsail  from  the  port 
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of  Le  Havre-de-Grace,  France,  for  the  New 
World,  their  family  accompanying  them. 
After  a voyage  of  thirty-three  days  they 
landed  in  New  York  Oitv,  whence  they 
came  direct  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  arriving  in 
Avon  township,  Lorain  county,  in  October, 
same  year.  Here  they  settled  on  a farm 
near  the  lake  shore,  and  here  the  father 
died  in  1847,  the  mother  in  1846.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows: 
Catherine,  who  married  John  Upwright, 
and  died  in  1859  in  Eaton  county,  Mich.; 
Margaret, first  married  to  Christian  Seifred, 
who  was  killed  in  Cleveland,  and  now  the 
widow  of  Christian  Brandt  (she  resides  in 
Covington);  Dorothea,  who  married  Treat 
Titus,  and  died  in  1874;  George  T.,  our 
subject;  Mary,  widow  of  Christian  Schorn- 
hurst,  of  Chicago,  111.;  and  Caroline,  wife 
of  Daniel  S.  Green,  of  Avon  township. 

George  T.  Deeg  was  sixteen  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  America  from 
Germany,  and  a portion  of  his  education 
was  received  in  each  country.  After 
leaving  school  he,  in  1852,  shipped  before 
the  mast  on  a vessel  sailing  the  lakes,  and 
for  fourteen  years  followed  that  vocation 
in  various  capacities,  such  as  common 
sailor,  cook,  mate,  etc.;  in  1858  he  bought 
a vessel  which  he  sailed  for  his  own  account 
till  the  fall  of  1862,  when  he  sold  her  and 
in  1863  navigated  her  for  others.  In  1861 
he  had  bought  his  present  tine  farm  of 
sixty-eight  acres,  and  has  since  erected  a 
commodious  and  comfortable  residence 
thereon.  In  1849  Mr.  Deeg  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Avon  township,  with  Miss 
Maria  Diederich,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Gertrude  Diederich,  who  came  to  Lorain 
county  in  1847,  and  are  now  both  deceased. 
To  this  union  were  born  four  children, 
to  wit:  William  G.,  a resident  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  who  is  married  and  has  three  chil- 
dren: Sailor,  Bell  and  Anna;  Joel  T.,  mar- 
ried and  residing  in  Elyria  (has  three  chil- 
dren: Nellie,  Nina  and  Josephine);  Au- 
gusta, widow  of  William  Moon,  of  Avon 
township  (has  three  children:  Stella,  Guy 
and  William);  and  Julia,  in  Detroit,  Mich. 


The  mother  of  these  died  in  1879,  and  in 
1882  Mr.  Deeg  married  Miss  Elnora  Corn- 
well,  a native  of  Columbia  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  a daughter  of  Elson  Cornwell, 
an  early  pioneer  of  the  county.  Politically 
our  subject  is  a Republican,  and  has  been 
a member  of  the  school  board.  ILe  and 
his  wife  are  associated  with  the  M.  E. 
Church  of  Avon  township. 


Ej  LI  SIT  A JACKSON,  one  of  the 
earliest  and  best-known  pioneer 
i citizens  of  Pentield  township,  was 
born  October  8,  1818,  in  Champion, 
Jciferson  Co.,  New  York. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  period,  attend- 
ing whenever  possible,  as  he  took  more 
pleasure  in  study  than  in  play,  and  was  a 
very  apt  scholar.  AY  hen  but  a young  man 
he  entered  the  employ  of  a man  named 
Poole,  who  made  fannino-  mills,  while 
engaged  in  this  displaying  considerable 
liking  and  natural  ability  for  carpentry, 
and  later  working  at  the  business  in  Phila- 
delphia, Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  He 
remained  in  his  native  county  until  1841, 
when  he  started  for  the  then  Ear  AVest,  pro- 
ceeding lirst  to  Sacket’s  Harbor,  where  he 
took  the  boat  for  Lewiston,  thence  travel- 
ino-  by  stage-coach  to  Niagara  Falls. 
From  the  latter  place  he  came  to  Buifalo 
on  the  lirst  railroad  he  had  ever  seen,  and 
there  took  the  lake  boat  for  Cleveland,  his 
destination  being  Pentield,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  where  his  eldest  brother,  Pliny,  re- 
sided. Having  missed  the  stao-e-coaeh  to 
Elyria,  and  having  but  a few  dollars  with 
him,  not  sufficient  to  hire  a private  convey- 
ance, he  walked  from  Cleveland  to  Pen- 
tield, arriving  there  June  3.  Here  he 
worked  at  his  old  occupation,  the  manufac- 
ture of  fanning  mills,  meantime  making 
his  home  with  his  brother  until  Julv  4. 
1843,  when  he  married  Miss  Eleanor  A. 
Rowland.  She  was  born  November  22, 
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1820,  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  daugliter 
of  Joel  and  Lucy  (Wood)  Howlaud,  farming 
people,  and  was  in  Pen  fie  Id  township  on  a 
visit  to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Pliny  Jackson, 
when  she  met  our  subject.  For  a short 
time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Jackson  lived 
in  Pen  field  township,  then  removed  to 
Pittsfield  township,  where  he  bought  land, 
and  later  took  up  his  residence  in  Monroe, 
Mich.,  where  he  was  employed  as  pattern- 
maker in  a foundry,  his  knowledge  of  car- 
pentry being  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
perform  such  work.  After  four  years  he 
returned  to  Penfield  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  locating  on  his  present  farm,  for 
which  he  had  previously  negotiated.  At 
that  time  a dense  forest  covered  the  land, 
on  which  no  improvements  whatever  had 
been  made,  and  all  the  clearing  on  the 
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tract.  137  acres  in  extent,  has  been  done 
either  by  him  or  under  his  direction. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  been 
born  children  as  follows:  Joel  R.,  a farmer 
of  Pen  field  township,  who  was  first  married 
to  Mary  Rradstock,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons — Harley  (now  deceased)  and  Judson 
C.  (the  mother  of  these  died  and  he  was 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  to  her  sister 
Lydia);  Charles  E..  farmer  of  Penfield; 
Chari  lie  II.,  deceased  wife  of  John  I3rad- 
stock;  Lucy,  wife  of  Horace  Palmer,  now 
of  Penfield;  Milo  T\,  a farmer  of  Penfield, 
who  has  four  children — Oca  Eveline, 
Altha  Leona,  Margaret  Irene  and  Carl; 
and  Sally  E.,  residing  with  her  parents. 
With  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in 
working  at  his  trade,  Mr.  Jackson  has 
given  his  attention  to  farming.  He  and 
his  wife  have  seen  great  changes  in  this 
section  of  the  country ; panthers,  bears,  deer, 
wolves,  turkeys,  and  other  wild  animals 
which  once  abounded  have  now  disap- 
peared from  the  region;  the  dense  forest 
lias  given  place  to  smiling  farms;  and  the 
rude  hut  which  first  sheltered  the  family 
is  now  supplanted  by  a substantial  brick 
residence.  Mr.  Jackson  has  performed 
much  arduous  labor  in  In’s  clay,  and  by  his 
untiring  energy  and  industry  has  amassed 


a very  comfortable  competency.  On  July 
4,  1893,  he  and  his  wife  celebrated  their 
“golden  wedding,”  an  occasion  which  will 
ever  be  remembered  by  those  present.  In 
his  political  preferences  our  subject  has 
been  a Republican  since  185G.  prior  to 
which  time  he  was  an  ardent  Whig,  cast- 
ing his  first  Presidential  vote  for  William 
II.  Harrison.  He  takes  a lively  interest  in 
the  success  of  his  party,  and,  while  notan 
office-seeker,  has  served  several  terms  as 
township  trustee,  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 


Hi  II.  W1TEECK,  who  during  his 
f\\  lifetime  was  a well-known  and  nni- 
versally  respected  member  of  the 
f)  farming  community  of  Penfield 
township,  was  born  May  20,  1827, 
in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Henry 
G.  and  Freelove  (Welton)  Witbeck. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  received  his  literary  educa- 
tion at  the  common  schools  of  those  early 
days,  which  he  attended  a few  weeks  in  the 
winter  season;  and  the  only  year  he  spent 
the  entire  winter  at  school  was  while  work- 
ing for  his  board  for  William  L.  Hayes. 
When  he  was  four  years  old.  in  the  fall  of 
1831,  lie  had  been  brought  by  his  parents 
from  New  York  State  to  Penfield  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  being  the  eldest  of  six  sons, 
the  bulk  of  the  duties  on  the  home  farm 
fell  on  his  shoulders.  As  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough  he  worked  principally  away 
from  home,  doing  various  kinds  of  farm 
labor  in  various  districts,  and  receiving  for 
his  services  from  six  to  eight  dollars  per 
month,  all  his  earnings  going  to  assist  his 
father  to  pay  for  some  land  which  the 
latter  had  purchased.  For  one  year  lie 
was  in  the  employ  of  Talcott  Starr,  of 
Elyria  township,  and  he  also  spent  one 
winter  in  Michigan,  in  the  pineries,  cutting 


' 


1198 


LORAIN  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


timber  and  working  in  one  of  the  lumber 

o 

camps  so  numerous  in  those  days,  lie 
received  thirty  acj-es  as  his  portion  of  the 
tract  of  one  hundred  acres  he  had  helped 
his  father  to  pay  for,  and  this  formed  the 
nucleus  of  the  line  property  he  accumulated 
before  his  decease. 

On  November  27,  1S51,  Mr.  AVitbeck 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mi  ss  Mary 
Damon,  of  Litchfield,  Ohio,  who  died  less 
than  one  year  afterward,  and  on  March  20, 
1855,  he  wedded,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Jane  A.  Goodyear,  who  was  born  March 
27,  1888,  in  New  Haven  county,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Street  and  Susan  (Jones)  Good- 
year, who  came  to  Penfield,  Lorain  county, 
in  1846,  locating  on  the  place  where  Mrs. 
Goodyear  yet  resides;  Mr.  Goodyear  died 
in  1884.  After  marriage  Mr.  AVitbeck 
took  up  his  residence  on  the  farm  where 
he  passed  his  entire  wedded  life,  and  which 
at  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  one 
small  clearing,  was  all  in  the  woods.  The 
young  people  first  lived  in  a log  house, 
which  was  some  time  afterward  supplanted 
by  a frame  one,  and  in  1875  the  latter 
gave  place  to  a commodious  brick  resi- 
dence, one  of  the  most  expensive  and  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  most  substantial  in 
the  township.  By  purchases  made  from 
time  to  time  the  extent  of  the  original 
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farm  of  thirty  acres  was  gradually  in- 
creased until  there  was  a fine  tract,  com- 
prising 250  acres  of  excellent  land.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  AY  it  beck  had  children  as  follows: 
Mary  Jane;  E.  F.,  who  married  Anna 
AValker,  of  Ellsworth,  Ivans.,  and  now  has 
charge  of  the  home  farm;  Ansil,  a farmer 
of  Penfield  township;  Susan  A.,  a school- 
teacher of  Elyria;  Sarah  II. , deceased  at 
the  age  of  nine  years;  Leon  G.,  a farmer 
of  Penfield  township;  and  Lucinda  May, 
who  resides  at  home,  and  attends  school 
in  Wellington.  Mr.  Witbeck  wras  a 
thoroughly  self-made  man,  for  from  a start 
of  almost  nothing  he  accumulated  his  fine 
property  and  earned  for  himself  a com- 
fortable competence.  During  his  active 
life  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  agricul- 


turists of  Penfield  township.  He  died 
February  20,  1893,  after  a short  illness 
from  heart  disease,  and  was  buried  in  Pen- 
field  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and,  while  not  an  active  poli- 
tician, took  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  party  and  was  a regular  attendant  at 
the  polls.  For  a great  many  years  he  was 
an  ardent  member  of  the  Penfield  M.  E. 
Church,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
class-leader;  he  had  served  in  various  other 
positions  with  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  all.  Mrs.  AVitbeck  is  also  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  having  made 
a confession  when  eighteen  years  old. 
Since  her  husband’s  death  she  has  man- 
aged the  affairs  of  the  home  farm,  where 
she  resides  with  her  son,  Erving  F. 


ETER  OSTRANDER,  a typical  self- 
made  man,  a representative  success- 
ful agriculturist,  and  a respected, 
honored  citizen  of  Rochester  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  August  17,  1826,  in  the  Mohawk 
Aralley. 

Peter  Ostrander,  father  of  subject,  was 
married  to  a Miss  AYolcott,  who  bore  him 
children  as  follows:  John,  Amos,  Alary 

J.  and  Peter.  The  father  of  these,  when 
the  youngest  was  five  years  old,  died  of 
yellow  fever,  which  he  had  contracted 
while  attending  a horse  race  at  Long  Island; 
the  widowed  mother  subsequently  married 
a Air.  AVinchell,  and  died  in  New  York  at 
an  advanced  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  was  “bound  out”  to 
one  Anson  Pierce,  whose  wife,  Jane,  had 
partly  reared  Peter’s  father,  and  a strong 
attachment  had  sprung  up  between  her  and 
our  subject.  After  a time  Air.  and  Airs. 
Pierce,  bringing  young  Peter  Ostrander, 
came  to  Ohio,  via  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence 
by  lake  to  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  from 
where  to  Rochester  township,  Lorain  conn- 
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ty,  the  rest  of  the  journey  was  made  on 
foot  through  an  unbroken  forest.  There 
were  but  few  roads  in  the  county  in  those 
early  days,  and  land  was  worth,  on  the 
average,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
In  Rochester  township  Air.  Pierce  made  a 
settlement  on  a piece  of  wild  land  that  is 
now  a part  of  Mr.  Ostrander's  farm.  Their 
first  dwellincr  was  the  traditional  log  cabin, 
and  the  nearest  mill  where  they  had  their 
gristing  done  was  Wooster,  a week’s  trip 
with  on  ox-sled  in  sleighing  time.  Here 
our  subject  when  old  enough  assisted  in 
the  clearing  up  of  the  dense  timber  and 
undergrowth,  and  in  whatever  else  on  the 
farm  he  was  able  to  put  his  youthful  hand 
to.  During  the  winter  months  for  a sea- 
son  or  two  he  attended  school  at  Meach’s 
Corners,  one  mile  south  of  his  home,  his 
path  lying  through  the  forest,  and  many  a 
wild  animal  did  he  see  as  he  plodded  his 
way  onward.  His  first  teacher  was  Squire 
Commit,  and  he  has  lived  to  see  some 
wonderful  changes  in  the  county,  not  the 
least  being  the  educational  system  gener- 
ally, particularly  the  establishment  of  the 
common  schools.  He  was  thoroughly  in- 
ducted into  the  mysteries  of  farm  life,  and 
has  made  agricultural  pursuits  an  unquali- 
fied  success.  After  his  marriao-e  he  located 
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on  fifty  acres  of  land  he  had  bought  near 
where  his  foster-parents  resided,  but  later 
sold  this,  purchasing  elsewhere  in  Roches- 
ter township.  Subsequently  he  moved  to 
Huntington  township,  whence  after  a resi- 
dence of  some  years  he  came,  in  1SC0,  to 
where  he  now  lives  in  Rochester  township, 
having  bought  the  Pierce  homestead. 

In  1852,  during  the  “gold  fever,”  Mr. 
Ostrander  set  out  for  California  alomr  with 
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a party  of  five  other  fortune  hunters  from 
his  neighborhood.  They  proceeded  by  rail 
to  Cincinnati,  thence  by  river  to  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  where  they  equipped  themselves  for 
their  long  journey,  and  then  set  out  via 
the  Plains,  at  the  end  of  three  months 
reaching  Placerville,  Cal.  Air.  Ostrander 
remained  at  the  “ gold  dio-udrms  ” two 
years,  and  then  returned  to  his  home  via 


Aspinwall  and  Isthmus  of  Panama,  thence 
by  steamer  to  New  York  City,  and  from 
there  to  Ohio  by  rail. 

On  Alay  4,  1848,  Air.  Ostrander  married 
Aliss  Sarah  A.  Gilmore,  who  was  born 
August  17,  1833,  iu  Becket,  Mass.,  a 
daughter  of  Darius  Gilmore,  an  early  set- 
tler of  Rochester  township,  who  at  one 
time  owned  a farm  near  Rochester  Sta- 
tion. Two  children  were  the  result  of 
this  union,  to  wit:  William  L.,  born 

February  1,  1849,  now  a resident  of  Co- 
lusa county,  Cal.,  and  Alary  J.,  horn 
September  28,  1851,  now  the  wife  of 

Darius  Segar,  of  Rochester  township. 
This  wife  died  and  was  buried  in  Roches- 
ter, and  on  April  28,  1S5G,  our  subject, 
for  his  second  wife,  married  Airs.  Cath- 
erine St.  Peter,  widow  of  Joseph  St.  Peter; 
i she  is  a native  of  near  Harrisburg,  Penn., 
| born  November  10,  1832,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Catherine  (Goodman)  Long, 
who,  when  Airs.  Ostrander  was  an  infant 
came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  AYayne  county 
for  a time,  thence  moving  to  Illinois;  and 
1 finally  returning  to  Huntington  township, 

| Lorain  county.  Air.  Ostrander  is  the 
| owner  of  seventy- five  acres  excellent  land, 
i one  of  the  best  tracts  in  Rochester  town- 
| ship,  and  for  over  thirty-seven  years  his 
faithful  wife  has  assisted  him  in  the  eco- 
nomical management  of  the  farm.  She  is 
a member  of  the  Alethodist  Church  at 
Rochester  Station.  lie  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, though  not  a strict  partisan,  and,  be- 
yond recording  his  vote  regularly  at  the 
pulls,  takes  little  active  interest  in  politics. 


’ V Tr  H.  FELTON,  merchant,  Rochester 
j Vj  Station,  has  the  reputation  ot  emi- 
II  ducting  one  of  the  best- kept  cum 
•f  try  stores  in  the  county,  which  i 
enjoying  an  ever-increasing  j - 

ron  age. 

Air.  Felton  was  born  April  Is.  1“'-". 
Prescott,  Hampshire  Co.,  Ma>s.,  a gr  v 


■ 


lHOO 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


son  of  Samuel  Felton,  and  a son  of  Nathan 
Felton,  who  was  by  occupation  a mer- 
chant and  hotel-keeper.  He,  Nathan,  mar- 
ried Alary  Hines,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Ne- 
liemiah  Hines  (a  very  prominent  physician 
of  more  than  local  reputation),  and  the 
children  born  to  this  union  were:  N.  H. 
(subject  of  sketch);  Nathan,  who  died  in 
Worcester  county,  Mass. ; and  Harrison,  a 
farmer  and  merchant,  who  died  in  North- 
ampton, Mass.  The  parents  both  passed 
to  their  rest  in  the  last  named  place,  and 
were  buried  there. 

N.  H.  Felton,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  his  elementary  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
which  was  supplemented  with  two  terms 
at  Amherst  College.  When  fifteen  vears 
old  he  entered  the  general  store  of  Clark 
Bros,  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  at  a salary 
of  forty  dollars  per  annum  and  his  board. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  he  left  this  posi- 
tion to  accept  another  as  salesman  in  the 
hardware  store  of  W.  A.  Arnold,  of  the 
same  county,  and  here  remained  eight 
years.  Some  time  after  his  marriage  Air. 
Felton  commenced  a hardware  business 
for  his  own  account  in  Northampton,  sue-  i 
cessfuily  conducting  same  three  years,  at  \ 
the  end  of  which  time,  in  August,  1S56,  ! 
he  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
secured  a position  as  traveling  salesman 
for  Webster,  Spencer  & Mellen.  wholesale 
boot  and  shoe  dealers,  his  route  being 
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along  the  Lake  Shore  & Alichigan 
Southern  Railroad,  between  Chicago  and 
Cleveland.  After  five  years  experience 
at  this  Air.  Felton  embarked,  in  part- 
nership with  George  W.  Cady,  in  the 
shoe  business  on  Water  street,  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Fel-  - 
ton  & Cady,  which  continued  three  years, 
our  subject  disposing  of  his  interests  at  the 
end  of  that  time.  Later  he  was  in  the 
same  business  in  Cleveland  as  manufact- 
urers’ agent,  afterward,  until  moving  to 
Lorain  county,  handling  the  bulk  of  the 
product  of  the  Auburn  (N.Y.)  State  Prison 
shoe  factories.  In  1892  he  came  to  Roch- 


ester Station,  Lorain  county,  and  in 
August,  same  year,  purchased  the  general 
store  of  Philip  Kessler,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  conducted;  and  during  his 
brief  residence  here  he  has,  by  his  courtesy, 
fair  and  honorable  dealing,  surrounded 
himself  with  hosts  of  friends. 

In  July,  1814,  Air.  Felton  married  Aliss 
Eliza  J.  Hooker,  a native  of  Alassachusetts, 
born  in  March,  1820,  at  Watertown,  a few 
miles  west  of  Boston,  daughter  of  Denny 
P.  Hooker,  at  one  time  a hotel-keeper,  in 
later  -life  a stone  mason  and  contractor. 
Two  children  were  born  to  this  union  be- 
fore the  removal  of  the  family  to  Cleveland, 
viz.:  Clarence  II.,  of  Rochester  Station, 
Ohio,  and  Alary  E.,  wife  of  II.  B.  Cham- 
berlain, of  Chicago,  111.  On  November 
23,1891,  Airs.  Felton  was  called  from  earth, 
and  her  remains  were  interred  at  Cleve- 
land. In  his  political  associations  our  sub- 
ject. as  was  his  father  before  him,  is  a 
stanch  Democrat. 


Q EORGE  M.  BILLINGS,  a lifelong 
( agriculturist  of  LaGrange  township, 
i of  which  he  is  a native,  was  born  in 
,1  1845,  a son  of  Orson  Billing.'. 

John  Billings,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a Alethodist  preacher,  but 
lived  on  a farm  and  was  principally  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  son 
Orson  was  born  Alay  10,  1809,  in  Smyrna, 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  received  a meager 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
then  attended  select  school  a couple  of 
terms.  He  learned  the  trade  of  waoxm 
maker,  but  being  a natural  mechanical 
crenius,  also  manufactured  musical  instru- 
merits.  On  September  4,  1831,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sophronia  Buell,  who  was  born 
Alarch  20,  1810,  in  Chenango  county, 
N.  A’.,  daughter  of  Darias  (a  farmer)  and 
Sally  (Craw)  Buell.  Having  received  five 
hundred  dollars  from  his  father’s  estate, 
Air.  Billino's  was  able,  with  what  he  had 
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saved,  to  buy  a farm  in  the  Black  River 
country,  and  he  resided  thereon  for  two 
years,  and  then  traded  it  for  a farm  in 
Ohio,  whither  lie  migrated  in  the  fall  of 
1834:.  When  he  traded  the  farm  he  owed 
about  one  hundred  dollars,  and  this  fact 
delayed  his  migration  to  Ohio  about  a year 
after  leaving  the  Black  River  country,  but 
lie  paid  it  off  by  carpenter  work,  and  left 
New  York  free  from  debt.  He  came  to  j 
Ohio  with  a brother,  John,  who  returned 
to  New  York  after  assisting  his  brother  to 
look  up  the  land,  and  in  September,  1834, 
the  family,  then  consisting  of  the  wife  and 
two  children — Mary  Jane  (now  Mrs. 
George  Staples,  of  Pittsfield)  and  William 
M.  (a  farmer  of  Pittsfield  township) — 
arrived  here.  They  came  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Conestoga,  and  thence  to 
Buffalo,  down  Lake  Erie,  where  they  en- 
countered a storm  which  lasted  five  hours,  [ 
during  which  their  household  goods  were  I 
all  thrown  overboard.  After  the  storm  i 
abated  they  proceeded  to  Erie,  Penn.,  and 
not  caring  to  continue  their  journey  on 
the  boat  hired  a conveyance,  in  which  they  1 
were  brought  to  Elyria,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  j 
from  which  place  Orson  Billings  came  on  j 
foot  to  LaGrange  township,  and  hired  a man  1 
named  Kelner  to  bring  the  family  to  their  ; 
new  home.  They  remained  over  night  at  | 
the  Kelner  home,  aud  the  following  day  . 
Or  son  Billings  attended  a town  meetincr,  | 
and  found  work,  moving  his  family  for  a 
few  weeks  to  the  center  of  the  township. 
They  next  lived  in  a schoolhouse  a short 
distance  north  of  the  farm,  and  later  moved  ; 
to  a private  schoolhouse,  owned  by  a Mr. 
Kellog,  where  they  passed  the  winter  of  ; 
1834-35.  Mr.  Billings  had  traded  for  I 
300  acres,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a ' 
small  clearing,  was  a dense  forest,  through  1 
which  roamed  numerous  wild  animals — | 
deer,  wolves,  turkeys,  etc.  The  following  j 
year  a cabin  was  erected  (which  still  stands  j 
near  the  present  home  of  the  family),  and  i 
although  the  floor  of  this  house  was  but  : 
rudely  constructed,  Mrs.  Billings  took  as  j 
much  pride  in  its  neatness  as  she  did  later  j 


in  her  more  modern  home.  The  table- 
cloth was  hung  before  the  window  to  keep 
out  the  wind,  and  the  only  ornaments  were 
a pair  of  brass  candlesticks.  This  place 
they  occupied  for  ten  years,  when  Mr. 
Billings  himself  erected  the  present  resi- 
dence. 

While  living  on  the  farm  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Billings  had  children  as  follows:  Thomas 
J .,  now  of  Kansas;  Sophronia,  who  married 
George  Baldwin,  of  Monroe  county,  N.  V., 
where  she  died;  Orson  B.,  who  died  when 
nearly  thirty  years  old,  in  Elyria,  where  he 
is  buried  ; George  M.,  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
and  Chauncey  T.,  who  died  in  Elyria, 
and  was  buried  there.  Mr.  Billinos  was 

D 

engaged  in  various  kinds  of  labor,  making 
musical  instruments,  amonc  these  an 
organ;  he  invented  acorn  planter,  the  first 
one  to  work  successfully,  and  a new  mowing 
machine  was  also  the  result  of  his  genius. 
He  had  acted  as  sales  agent  for  a mower, 
and  seeing  a chance  for  an  improvement 
he  made  it.  and  also  many  others  for  the 
same  class  of  machinery.  Most  of  his 
farm  work  was  done  by  hired  hands,  as  his 
love  for  invention  and  mechanics  would 
not  permit  him  to  be  contented  with  the 
life  of  a farmer;  his  workshop  still  stands. 
Like  most  geniuses  of  his  class  he  did  not 
realize  much  from  his  inventions,  which 
are  now  being  successfully  and  profitably 
utilized  on  various  kinds  of  labor-saving 
machinery.  His  death  occurred  March 
12,  1875,  the  result  of  a lingering  illness; 
he  had  never  been  robust,  and  the  inces- 
sant activity  of  his  brain  undermined  his 
health;  he  was  buried  in  Elyria,  whither 
he  had  removed  some  time  before.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  being  a 
constant  reader  was  well  posted  on  the 
issues  of  the  day.  After  his  death  his 
widow  made  her  home  in  Elyria  till  1801, 
and  then  came  to  the  home  farm,  where 
she  resided  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred February  10,  1894.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  Elyria. 

George  M.  Billings,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  primary  eduea- 
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tion  in  the  common  schools,  and  later  at- 
tended two  terms  at  Oberlin.  He  has 
always  been  engaged  in  agriculture,  and 
remained  on  the  home  farm  till  his  mar- 
riage, April  24,  1S09,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Ingersoll,  who  was  born  September  28, 
1851,  in  Grafton  township,  daughter  of 
Edwin  and  Amelia  (Kingsley)  Ingersoll. 
He  then  came  to  his  present  farm,  where, 
with  the  exception  of  a year  spent  on  an- 
other farm  in  LaGrange  township,  he  has 
ever  since  made  his  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Billinas  have  two  children:  Pearl  A.  and 

Frank  C.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a stanch  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  has  served  as  clerk  and  director  of 
the  school  board. 


BE.  ADAMS,  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Columbia  township,  now  serving 
) his  sixth  term,  his  first  election  to 
the  office  taking  place  in  1872,  is  a 
native  of  the  township,  born  in  1846,  a son 
of  B.  B.  and  Uranis  (Hoadley)  Adams. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Columbia  township,  and  his  par- 
ents— Benoni  and  Sally  (Twichell)  Adams 
— came  to  that  township  in  about  1810 
from  Connecticut,  Mrs.  Adams  being  the 
first  white  woman  to  cross  the  Cuyahoga 
river.  They  died  here,  heon  August  1, 1876, 
she  on  July  5,  1865.  B.  B.  Adams,  Sr.,  was 
a farmer  all  his  life,  and  accumulated  a snug 
competence;  politically  he  was  a Whig,  and 
for  years  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace. 
He  died  in  September,  1848,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  till  1874.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  as  follows:  Sarah, 
widow  of  A.  S.  Slade,  an  attorney  of  Cleve- 
land; Mary,  wife  of  W.  B.  Follansbee,  of 
Wellington;  Nellie,  wife  of  C.  E.  Parine- 
lee,  of  Lodi;  and  B.  B. 

B.  B.  Adams,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  at  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
also  attended  Oberlin  College  six  years, 


after  which  he  commenced  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  he  now  owns  a fine  farm  of 
fifty- two  acres  (the  old  homestead),  all 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1884 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Nichols,  a 
native  of  Columbia  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  daughter  of  William  and 
: Amanda  (Watson)  Nichols,  of  Vermont 
and  Connecticut  birth,  respectively,  who 
came  many  years  ago  to  Columbia  town- 
ship, where  the  father  died  in  May,  1869, 
and  the  mother  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Adams  have  been  born  two  children: 
i Lou  and  Chauncey.  Politically  our  sub- 
ject votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  has 
been  a delegate  to  County,  Congressional, 
Senatorial  and  State  Conventions.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
has  served  his  township  as  clerk  thirteen 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  Lemuel  and 
j Chloe  (Tyler)  Iloadley,  maternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  were  natives  of 
i Connecticut,  whence  about  the  year  1.810 
; they  came  to  Lorain  county,  settling  in 
j Ridgeville  township,  where  they  passed 
the  rest  of  their  pioneer  lives. 


WHLLIAM  HAWKE,  a well-known 
1 and  prosperous  citizen  of  Colum- 
bia township,  of  which  he  has 
been  a resident  since  1864,  was 
born  in  1839,  in  Cornwall,  England. 

He  is  a son  of  Richard  and  Grace 
ftlugglowj  Hawke,  also  natives  of  Ena- 
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land,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  his 
native  country,  and  in  1856  his  widow 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  subsequently 
j removing  to  Jefferson  county,  Wis.,  where 
| she  passed  away  in  1884.  They  were  the 
| parents  of  seven  children  (all  of  whom 
1 came  to  Lorain  county),  as  follows:  John, 
i married,  living  in  Eaton;  Richard,  mar- 
ried, a farmer  in  Jefferson  county,  Wis. ; 
| Lavinia,  wife  of  Abram  Cornish,  of  Eaton 
I township;  William,  subject  proper  of  this 
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sketch;  Harriet,  who  died  in  Missouri; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Richard  Pivock,  of 
Wisconsin;  and  Amelia,  who  died  in  Wis- 
consin. 

William  Hawke  was  reared  in  his  native 
country,  and  there  received  an  education 
in  the  common  schools.  In  18G1  he  mar- 
ried, in  England,  Miss  Margaret  Curry, 
also  a native  of  Cornwall,  and  in  1864  they 
left.  England  for  the  United  States,  coming  ; 
at  once  to  Columbia  township,  Lorain  Co.,  j 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farm  work,  j 
He  at  first  purchased  thirty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  improved,  and  in  1873  bought 
another  tract,  adding  to  his  possessions 
from  time  to  time  until  he  was  owner  of 
161  acres  in  Columbia  and  Eaton  town- 
ships. At  one  time  our  subject  and  his  ; 
brother  were  joint  owners  of  a farm  in  Co-  j 
luinbia  township,  which  they  sold.  To  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hawke  were  born  : 
six  children,  namely:  John,  residing  in  j 
Columbia  township,  who  is  married  and  j 
has  one  child,  Floyd;  Mary,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  A.  Peck,  of  Ilidgeville,  and  has  ‘ 
three  daughters;  William,  married,  living  ! 
in  Eaton ; Annie,  who  is  married  to  K.  Perry  ; 
Bainbrido-e,  of  Ilidgeville,  and  has  two 
daughters;  Frank  and  Fred.  The  mother 
of  these  children  passed  from  earth  in 
1882.  In  his  political  connections  Mr. 
Hawke  is  a Republican,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party; 
he  is  a member  of  the  school  board. 


JOHN  LAIIIFF,  a well-known  enter- 
prising and  influential  farmer  and 
/ contractor  of  Carlisle  township,  is  a 
native  of  Ireland,  born  in  Limerick 
April  13,  1839. 

Lawrence  Lahiff,  father  of  subject,  born 
in  Limerick  April  14,  1811,  was  there 
married  to  Mary  Cahill,  and  in  1845  they 
came  to  the  United  States  with  their 
family,  having  their  residence  in  Con- 
necticut till  1849,  in  which  year  they 


moved  to  Rockport,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio. 
There  the  father  continued  to  live  till  the 
summer  of  1893,  when,  being  old  and 
feeble,  our  subject  took  him  to  his  home 
in  Lorain  county,  in  order  the  better  to 
care  for  him  in  his  declining  years,  lie 
still  owns  a farm  near  Rockport.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  at  or 
near  Rockport,  Ohio,  in  1877,  aged  sixty- 
four  years,  after  which  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Shea,  a widow  lady,  now  deceased. 

Thomas  Lahiff,  grandfather  of  John 
Lahiff  Was  also  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland, 
near  which  city  he  followed  farming.  'In 
1844  he  came  to  the  United  States,  mak- 
ing his  first  home  in  the  Hew  World  in 
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Connecticut.  When  eighty -five  years  old 
he  went  to  California  to  see  his  four  sons 
and  four  daughters  living  there.  He  was 
thrice  married,  and  was  the  father  of 
twenty-eight  children — thirteen  by  each 
of  his  first  two  wives,  and  two  by  his  last 
— and  they  nearly  all  lived  to  be  forty  or 
fifty  years  old.  Of  these  children  Law- 
rence Lahiff  is  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  Thomas  Lahiff  owned  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Ireland,  and  hardly  knew'  what 
manual  labor. was  till  coming  to  America. 
He  was  a remarkably  robust,  healthy 
man,  a prevailing  characteristic  in  the 
entire  family,  and  at  the  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  four  years  he  built  a stack  of 
hay,  from  bottom  to  top.  the  weight  of 
same  being  twelve  tons,  our  subject  pitch- 
ing the  hay  to  him.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  Irish  brigade  that  served  with  the 
French  under  Uapoleon.  He  died  July 
16,  1882,  in  the  one  hundred  and  seventh 
year  of  his  age,  wonderfully  well  preserved 
for  his  years,  being  able  almost  to  the  day 
of  his  death  to  ride  horseback,  and  he 
never  wore  glasses.  There  were  three 
children  in  his  father’s  family,  he  being 
the  only  son.  One  of  his  sisters,  Hannah 
| by  name,  was  married,  in  Schaghticoke, 

1 N.  Y.,  to  a Mr.  Witherick.  and  she  is  now 
I one  hundred  and  sixteen  years  old,  but  this 
great  age  did  not  prevent  her  walking 
three  miles  in  the  fall  of  1892.  One  of 
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out-  subject's  uncles  was  a pioneer  of  Pitts- 
field township,  Lorain  county,  but  most  of 
the  uncles  settled  in  Nevada  City,  Cal., 
and  a daughter  of  one  of  them  was  the 
first  woman  to  live  in  the  place. 

John  Lahiff,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  came  with  his  lather  to  America, 
and  remained  in  Connecticut  while  the 
latter  was  visiting  in  California.  On  his 
return  the  entire  family  moved  to  Pock-  ; 
port,  Ohio,  as  already  related,  and  here 
our  subject  remained  till  he  was  eighteen 
years  old,  receiving  a liberal  education. 
At  this  time  he  proceeded  to  California, 
where  he  made  the  acquaintance  ot  his 
numerous  uncles  and  aunts.  Here  he 
mined  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Rus- 
sian America,  where  he  mined  for  about 
six  months,  after  which  he  returned  south 
to  Nevada  Territory,  via  San  Francisco,  j 
making  a stay  in  Virginia  City.  For  ten  ! 
months  he  worked  in  one  shaft  in  the 
Utah  mine,  from  the  top  down  1,800  feet. 
Leaving  there,  he  set  out  for  Utah  Terri- 
tory, where  he  wintered  about  thirty  miles 
from  Salt  Lake  City;  then  went  back  to 
the  mountains,  thence  to  British  America, 
to  the  Courtney  mines,  in  the  Courtney 
Mountains.  From  there  he  moved  south- 
ward to  Idaho,  tarrying  there  till  the  fol-  1 
lowing  September,  when  he  went  to  East  I 
Bannack,  where  thirty-six  men  were  hung  ! 
in  one  day,  including  Judge  Hines  and  j 
Sheriff  Plummer,  for  being  concerned  in  ! 
aliened  robberies  of  gold  from  the  miners,  1 
who  did  the  hanging.  From  there  Mr.  i 
Lahiff  proceeded  to  north  of  the  Salmon  ; 
river,  where  he  remained  about  four  ! 
months,  and  then  started  for  the  United 
States  on  horseback  with  three  companions, 
their  route  being  right  across  the  plains 
to  near  Fort  Benton.  Here  they  camped, 
but  in  the  morning  they  were  attacked  by 
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some  Indians,  who  had  been  camping 
over  night  near  them,  and  two  out  of  the 
party  of  four  were  slain,  our  subject’s 
horse  being  also  killed.  Mr.  Lahiff  and  j 
the  remaining  member  of  the  original 
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four,  by  name  McQuade,  now  employed  in 


the  Union  Depot,  Chicago,  111.,  succeeded 
in  effecting  their  escape,  reaching  the 
woods,  and  were  two  days  in  reaching 
Fort  Benton,  having  nothing  to  eat  in  the 
meantime.  Here  they  procured  fresh 
horses,  and  at  once  resumed  their  journey, 
going  home  via  Chicago. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Welch,  of  North  Amherst,  Lorain  county, 
who  was  born  January  8,  1847.  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  then  made  their  home  on 
the  Braman  farm,  in  Carlisle  township, 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
sold  that  property,  buying  the  Adncent 
farm  of  280  acres  prime  land,  which  he 
still  owns.  Air.  Lahiff  has  been  farming 
since  his  marriage,  also  engaging  in  con- 
tracting, butchering  (first  five  years),  and 
trading  in  horses  (next  twelve  years)  — 
having  one  team  that  twice  took  the  pre- 
mium at  the  county  fair.  For  the  past 
few  years  he  has  done  an  extensive  dairy- 
ing business,  keeping  from  eighteen  to 
forty  cows.  He  has  done  contracting  on 
the  B.  & O.  P.  R.  and  other  corporations, 
including  the  n-radincr  of  the  road  from 
North  Amherst.  He  has  served  as  trustee 
for  Elyria  township  twelve  years,  and  was 
a candidate  for  the  position  of  infirmary 
director,  but  was  defeated  by  a majority  of 
only  sixteen  votes  in  a constituency  over- 
whelmingly Republican.  The  names  of 
the  six  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs. 
Lahiff  are  as  follows;  Thomas  Francis, 
Alary  Annie,  John  Edward,  Lawrence, 
Emmet,  and  Emma  Al.  In  religion  the 
entire  family  are  Catholics,  and  in  politics 
our  subject  is  a Democrat,  as  his  father 
was  before  him. 


If  ACOB  SAYARTZ, an  upright,  highly- 
w I esteemed  citizen  of  LaGrange  town- 
ie/ ship,  is  a native  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, born  March  13,  1827.  His 
father,  Frederick  Swartz,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1880,  and  settled  in 
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Liverpool  township.  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  on 
Rocky  river.  Three  years,  later,  however, 
lie  died  of  typhoid  fever,  as  did  also  his 
eldest  daughter,  and  both  are  buried  in 
Liverpool  township. 

Jacob  Swartz  was  but  a young  boy 
when  his  father  died,  and  lie  then  found  a 
home  with  Justice  Warner,  who  died  after 
Jacob  had  lived  there  live  years,  and  the 
latter  then  remained  for  years  with  Mrs. 
Warner.  He  received  but  a common- 
school  education,  attending  school  only  a 
few  weeks  in  the  winter  season,  as  he 
was  “put  into  the  harness  ” young,  and 
always  had  plenty  of  work  to  occupy  his 
time.  He  received  a small  start  in  life, 
and  took  charge  of  a farm  at  the  juvenile 
age  of  ten  years.  On  January  30,  1804, 
our  subject  married  Miss  Hannah  Purdy, 
who  was  born  October  8,  1837,  in  West- 
chester county,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam W.  and  Olivia  (Dean)  Purdy,  and 
came  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  1845, 
settling  in  Liverpool  township. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Swartz  pur- 
chased fifty-five  acres  of  land  in  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  going  into  debt 
therefor,  and  on  November  15,  1864,  came 
to  his  present  farm,  which  he  bought  of 
James  Brown,  contracting  a debt  of  six 
hundred  dollars.  This  place  comprises 
1124  acres  of  excellent  land,  upon  which 
he  has  erected  a number  of  good  out- 
buildings and  made  many  other  substan- 
tial improvements.  Though  his  property 
and  buildings  have  been  several  times 
damaged  by  tire,  he  has  never  allowed  this 
to  discourage  him,  invariably  rebuilding 
better  than  he  had  before.  M r.  and  Mrs. 
Swartz  have  children  as  follows:  Don  A., 
a farmer  of  LaG range ; Jane  A.,  wife  of 
Levi  Johnson,  of  LaG range;  Cora  I.  and 
Sarah  L.  Mr.  Swartz  has  had  much  suc- 
cess in  agriculture,  and  for  seventeen  years 
carried  on  in  connection  therewith  the 
manufacture  of  cheese  for  parties  in  Wel- 
lington, Ohio,  milking  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  cows.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swartz  have 
accumulated  a handsome  competence,  he 


by  hard  work  and  systematic  management 
on  the  farm,  she  doing  her  share  in  the 
supervision  of  the  household  affairs,  lie 
has  acquired  among  his  fellow  citizens  an 
enviable  reputation  for  square,  honest  deal- 
ing, which  he  fully  deserves.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  thouo-h  not  active. 

O 

While  not  a member  of  any  church,  he 
believes  in  doing  unto  others  as  he  would 
hav.e  them  do  unto  him. 


X l Wellington  yarney,  a weii- 

XiX'f/  known  prosperous  farmer  of  Co- 
il/ M[  lumbia  township,  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  1843,  in  Geauga 

county. 

His  father,  William  Varney,  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  a wagon  maker  by 
trade,  came  in  an  early  day  to  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Reed;  he  was  killed  in  a mill  in  1850,  and 
his  widow  subsequently  married  Pardon 
Wells,  and  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where 
she  died  in  1889.  Mr.  Varney  had  four 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  viz.: 
Wellington,  subject  of  sketch,  and  Sarah, 
wife  of  Reuben  Wescott,  residing  in  Black 
River  Falls,  Wisconsin. 

Wellington  Varney  was  eight  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Lorain  county,  making 
his  first  home  here  in  Henrietta  township, 
where  he  received  his  education.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  has  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
at  Oberlin  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred 
and  Third  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  at  Frankfort,  Ky.  His  regiment 
was  attached  to  the  army  of  the  West,  and 
he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Atlanta, 
Buzzard’s  Roost,  Armstrong  Hill  and 

C* 

Nashville  under  Gen.  Thomas;  he  was 
al>o  in  the  Carolina  campaign,  and  in 
1865  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  returned  to  Lorain 
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county,  after  seeing  three  years’  active 
service.  After  about  three  years’  stay  in 
Henrietta  township,  he  moved  to  Colum- 
bia township,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
In  1869  Mr.  Varney  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Caroline  Healey,  who  was 
born  in  Columbia  township,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Hu pie)  Healey,  early  set- 
tlers of  same,  where  the  former  died  in 
1889;  the  mother,  who  is  still  living  in 
the  township,  was  born  there,  a daughter 
of  Dr.  Boltis  and  Clara  (Osborne)  Rnple, 
the  former  of  whom  came  from  the  East, 
being;  among;  the  first  settlers  of  Columbia 
township;  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one  years;  his  widow  is  yet  living,  now 
aged  ninety-two  years.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife, 
viz.:  Sarah,  wife  of  Clayton  Cooley,  of 
Columbia  township;  Fannie,  residing  at 
home;  Frank,  and  Elbert,  married,  living 
in  Copopa.  Mr.  Varney  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  has  served  on  the  school 
board;  he  is  a member  of  Richard  Allen 
Post  No.  65,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Elyria.  He  is 
the  owner  of  a neat  and  fertile  farm  of 
thirty-three  acres. 


q FORGE  GILLMORE,  a representa- 
I tive  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Black 
River  township,  was  born  on  his 
- present  farm  February  28,  1837,  a 
son  of  Truman  and  Levina  (Mes- 
senger) Gillmore. 

The  father  of  subject  was  born  in  Berk- 
shire county,  Mass.,  whence  when  aged 
about  thirteen  years  he  came  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  with  his  father,  Edmund 
Gillmore,  of  whom  mention  is  made  else- 
where. Truman  was  married  in  Lorain 
county  to  Miss  Levina  Messenger,  also  a 
native  of  Berkshire  county.  Mass.,  born  in 
1810.  and  she  is  still  living  in  Lorain 
county.  Truman  Gillmore  before  mar- 
riage was  a sailor,  and  afterward  a ship 
caulker.  Politically  he  was  originally  a 


Whig,  and  then,  on  the  formation  of  the 
party,  a stanch  Republican..  He  died  De- 
cember 25,  1888,  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren— Angeline  (now  Mrs.  David  Wallace, 
of  Black  River  township)  and  George. 

The  subject  of  these  lines  received  his 
education  at  the  common  schools  of  Black 
River  township,  and  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  on  his  father’s  farm,  the 
same  one  he  now  owns  and  lives  on.  and 
which  is  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  of  Lorain.  Mr.  Gillmore  is  a strong 
adherent  of  the  principles  embodied  in  the 
platform  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
always  identified  himself  with  the  pro- 
gressive interests  of  Lorain  county.  He 
lias  never  married,  but  with  true  filial 
piety  is  caring  for  his  mother  in  her  de- 
clining years. 


JjOIINSOX  OGILVIE,  a resident  of 
b | Lorain,  comes  of  ancient  Scottish 
stock,  the  clan  Ogilvie,  from  which 
fye  descends,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
in  history. 

Thomas  Ogilvie,  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  born  in  London,  England,  of  Scotch 
parents,  and  in  boyhood  was  apprenticed 
to  a London  tradesman,  but  in  company 
with  another  boy  he  ran  away  and  got  on 
board  a vessel  sailing  in  a few  days  for 
America.  About  the  third  day  after  they 
had  effected  their  escape  they  saw  an  adver- 
tisement calling  for  their  arrest.  On  their 
arrival  in  the  New  World  young  Ogilvie 


settled  in  Hampshire  county,  Va.  (now  W. 
Va.),  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  long 
as  health  and  strength  permitted  him,  and 
then  came  to  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  with 
his  children,  dying  in  18-11  at  the  patri- 
archal age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years. 
He  married  a Miss  Jane  Taylor,  and  nine 
children  were  born  to  them — eight  sons 
and  one  daughter — all  of  whom  lived  to  be 
over  fifty  years  of  age.  The  mother  died 
at  the  birth  of  her  youngest. 
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James  Ogilvie,  father  of  subject,  was 
born  in  1788  in  Virginia,  on  the  south 
branch  of  the- Potomac  river,  and  in  1810 
came  to  Ohio,  settling  on  a farm  in  Co- 
shocton county,  becoming  one  of  the 
wealthiest  agriculturist  of  those  parts.  He 
died  in  1883,  his  death  being  the  result  of 
an  accident.  Politically  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  afterward  a Republican  and  one  of 
the  old  Abolitionist  school.  He  had  mar- 
ried a Hiss  Justina  Johnson,  born  at  Pat- 
terson’s Creek,  Hampshire  Co.,  Va.,  and 
they  had  a family  of  seven  children,  three 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  viz.:  Johnson; 
Thomas,  who  was  a farmer  in  Coshocton 
county,  Ohio,  and  died  in  the  spring  of 
1883,  and  Eliza,  wife  of  William  Court- 
wright,  of  Lorain.  The  mother  of  these 
passed  from  earth  at  about  the  age  of  sixty 
years. 

Johnson  Ogilvie,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  memoir,  was  born  in  Coshocton 
county,  Ohio,  February  7,  1813,  and  re- 
ceived such  education  as  was  then  obtain- 
able at  the  subscription  schools.  He  has 
been  twice  married:  first  time,  in  Coshoc- 
ton county,  to  Margaret  Norman,  also  a 
native  of  that  county,  to  which  union  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born:  William  is  a 
, farmer  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  west  of 
Columbus  (he  has  three  children:  Charles, 
Frank  and  Daisy):  John  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  months;  Melond  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  II.  Clover,  a grain  merchant  at 
Jeffersonville,  Fayette  Co.,  Ohio;  James  is 
in  Los  Angeles.  Cal.  (he  has  one  son,  Paul, 
in  the  real-estate  business);  Benjamin 
Harrison  went  to  California,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  tliirty  years;  Anna,  un- 
married, lives  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; Albert 
is  a resident  of  Alhambra,  Cal.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  August, 
1857,  and  April  12,1860,  Mr.  Ogilvie  was 
again  married,  and  by  this  union  has  one 
child,  Oscar.  Up  to  1883  our  subject 
carried  on  a grain  and  stock  farm  in  Co- 
shocton county,  and  then  retired  from  active 
life.  In  1884  he  came  to  Lorain  county, 
and  has  since  made  his  home  in  Lorain. 


In  politics  he  has  always  been  a Republi- 
can, his  first  Presidential  vote  being  cast 
in  1836  for  W.  II.  Harrison,  and  his  last 
one  in  1892  for  Benjamin  Harrison.  lie 
is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


T^zra 


STRAW,  Jk.,  one  of  the  most 


fA  successful  and  progressive  agri- 
,LL™di  culturists  of  Black  River  township, 
is  a native  of  the  State  of  Xew 
York,  born  in  1831,  at  the  four  corners  of 
Chadagee,  twenty-five  miles  from  Lake 
Champlain. 

Our  subject  is  a son  of  Ezra  and  Han- 
nah (Colbath)  Straw,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  Hampshire,  and  moved  to 
New  York  State  early  in  life.  Ezra 
Straw’s  first  wife  was  a Miss  Clough,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  and  after  her 
death  he  married  Hannah  Colbath.  In 
1833  the  family  came  west  to  Ohio,  and 
after  a residence  in  Dover  moved  to  Hunt- 
ington township,  Lorain  county,  whence 
after  a time  they  proceeded  to  Vermillion 
township,  Erie  county,  finally  settling  in 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  where 
they  died.  The  father  was  born  October 
11,  1788,  and  died  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
1855:  the  mother  was  born  April  21, 
1798,  and  died  in  1887.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
are  yet  living,  and  the  following  is  a brief 
record  of  them:  Charles  A.  died  when 
about  seven  years  old;  Isaac  S.  is  in 
Carlisle  township,  Lorain  county;  Emily 
died  February  20,  1848:  Ezra,  Jr.,  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  Selina  was 
born  March  17.  1833,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Sylvester  Potter,  of  North  Amherst,  Ohio: 
Maria  was  born  July  2,  1834,  and  is  mar- 
ried to  V.  P.  Potter;  Hannah  S.  was  born 
April  13,  1836.  The  father  was  a very 
active  man,  progressive  and  successful  in 
his  life  vocation — farming.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  in 
politics  was  a Republican. 


■ 


1203 


LORAIN  COUNTY , OHIO. 


Ezra  Straw,  Jr.,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  was  reared  from  boyhood  to  man- 
hood in  Vermillion  township,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio,  and  in  Amherst  township,  Lorain 
county.  After  leaving  school  he  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and  worked  in  a 
stone  quarry,  but  for  the  past  seventeen 
years  he  has  been  operating  bis  farm  of 
135  acres  of  choice  land.  In  1855  Mr. 
Straw  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  M.  Foster,  who  was  born  in  1836,  a 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Maria  (Mason) 
Foster,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  one  of 
the  oldest  residents  in  Amherst  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straw  have  two  sons:  Ed- 
win (married  to  Lizzie  Xewsbury,  and  has 
one  child,  May)  and  Parks  i farming  with 
Iris  father). 


II.  BABCOCK,  a prominent  rep- 
resentative citizen  of  Lorain,  who 
has  been  a resident  of  that  city  for 
the  past  twenty  years,  is  a son  of 
Daniel  A.  and  Harriet  (Dubois) 
Babcock,  natives  of  New  York,  who  in  an 
early  day  removed  to  Dundee.  Mich.  The 
mother  died  in  1SS6.  in  Nebraska;  the 
father,  who  was  a Baptist  minister,  is  now 
living  in  the  "Vest. 

A.  H.  Babcock  was  born  September  15, 
1843,  in  Dundee,  Monroe  Co.,  Mich., 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  In 
1861  he  enlisted,  in  Monroe  county,  Mich., 
in  Company  F,  First  Regiment  Engineers 
and  Mechanics  Dorps,  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  being  assigned  to  the 
army  of  the  West,  and  was  first  engaged 
in  building  blockhouses,  repairing  bridges, 
etc.  He  was  on  the  march  to  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Mill  Springs  (Ky.),  Champion  Hills, 
and  Murfreesboro.  In  1864  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  return- 
ing to  his  home  in  Monroe  county,  Mich. 
He  then  took  a business  course  iri  Oberlin 
College,  and  subsequently  embarked  in 
the  general  merchandise  business  in  Lena- 


wee county,  Mich.,  continuing  in  same 
until  1.873,  when  he  removed  to  Lorain, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  Here  he  engaged  in  a 
grocery  business,  which  he  carried  on 
until  elected  mayor  of  Lorain,  in  which 
position  he  served  during  the  years  1889 
and  1890. 

In  1868  Mr.  Babcock  was  married,  in 
Oberlin,  Lorain  county,  to  Mary  S.  Hill, 
a native  of  the  county,  daughter  of  Uriah 
and  Sarah  Hill  (both  now  deceased),  who 
were  born  in  the  East,  and  came  westward 
in  .an  early  day,  settling  near  Oberlin, 
Lorain  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock 
have  been  born  two  children:  Sadie,  wife 
of  Alexander  Hodgins,  of  Conneant,  Ohio, 
and  A.  II.,  who  carries  on  a tobacco  and 
confectionery  business  in  Lorain,  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  also  owns  a news 
depot.  Socially  Mr.  Babcock  is  a member 
of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  in  which  he  is  treas- 
urer, and  he  is  past  chancellor  of  Wood- 
land Lodge,  No.  226.  He  is  a progress- 
ive, enterprising  citizen,  and  has  ever 
taken  an  active  interest  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
his  community.  Mrs.  Babcock  is  a mem- 
i ber  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

CT'  O 


R.  C.  H.  FREDERICK, 

young  physician  and 


rising 


surgeon  of 

Lorain,  was  born  in  1868  in  Am- 
herst, Lorain  county.  His  father, 
Peter  Frederick,  was  a native  of  Germany, 
and  when  a young  man  emigrated  to 
America,  settling  in  North  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Cassie 
M.  Jacobs,  a native  of  Lorain  county.  Mr. 
Frederick,  who  was  a foreman  in  the 
stone  quarries,  at  this  writing  is  residing 
in  Michigan ; his  wife  makes  her  home  in 
Amherst. 

C.  II.  Frederick  was  reared  in  North 
Amherst,  and  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion at  the  union  schools  of  that  place.  In 
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1888  lie  entered  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Western  Reserve  University,  Cleve- 
land, graduating  therefrom  with  the  class 
of  1891,  and  after  graduation  received  the 
appointment  of  house  physician  and  sur- 
geon in  the  Lakeside  Hospital,  Cleveland, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  for  nearly  two 
years.  In  November,  1892,  he  came  to 
Lorain,  and  since  his  location  here  lias 
built  up  quite  an  extensive  practice.  Before 
practicing  medicine  the  Doctor  was  en- 
gaged for  eight  years  as  a pharmaceutist, 
in  North  Amherst,  Cleveland  and  Lorain, 
Ohio,  and  has  always  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Lorain  county.  Politically 
lie  is  a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith 
has  for  the  past  ten  years  been  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  North  Amherst. 


t) 


OIIN  COGHLAN,  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive, representative  agriculturists 
of  Carlisle  township,  is  a native  of 
King’s  County,  Ireland. 

James  Coghlan,  father  of  subject,  and  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  was  married  in 
Ireland  to  Miss  Mary  Hector,  also  born  in 
King’s  County,  and  about  the  year  1835 
they  came  to  America  with  their  family, 
making  their  first  settlement  in  Sheffield 
township,  Lorain  Co..  Ohio.  From  there 
they  moved  to  Elyria  township,  and  after 
a residence  of  some  years  came  in  1867  to 
Carlisle  township,  where  they  opened  up 
a farm  and  made  their  final  home.  Eight 
children  came  to  them,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing is  a brief  record:  Dora  is  the  wife 
of  John  Kenedy;  Nora  is  the  wife  of 


William  Freeman,  of  Cleveland;  John  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Dan,  who  was 
married  in  1874  to  Miss  Anna  Bowen,  re- 
sides in  Carlisle  township  (they  have  four 
children:  May  S..  Etta  Rose,  Mary  and 
Anna.  lie  enlisted  in  August.  18(52,  in 
Company  II,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years  or  durino-  the  war, 

' V o 
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and  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  1865. 
He  has  been  township  assessor  for  twelve 
or  thirteen  years);  Ann  is  the  wife  of 
Eugene  Swift,  of  Marquette,  Mich.;  Eliza- 
beth is  unmarried;  Sarah  is  deceased; 
James,  who  married  Margaret  Dowd,  re- 
sides in  Carlisle  township.  The  parents 
are  yet  living  on  the  homestead  in  Carlisle 
township  with  their  son  John.  They  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  Coghlan  is  a Democrat. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived his  education  partly  in  his  native 
land,  and  partly  in  the  schools  of  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  where  he  arrived  when  he 
was  yet  a youth.  After  leaving  school  he 
went  on  the  lakes  as  a sailor,  a vocation  he 
followed  several  years,  and  then  returned 
to  Carlisle  township  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, in  which  he  has  met  with  well-merited 
success.  He  now  owns  the  old  homestead 
of  121  acres.  Mr.  Coghlan  follows  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  in  both  politics  and 
Church  association.  He  has  never  married. 


PETER  JACOBS.  No  one  of  the 
honest,  industrious  agriculturists  of 
Black  River  township  deserves  bet- 
ter place  in  the  pages  of  this  book 
than  the  honored  old  pioneer  whose 
name  here  appears. 

He  is  a native  of  Saxony,  Germany, 
born  February  22,  1822.  Having  heard 
and  read  much  of  the  vast  Western  Hem- 
isphere, with  its  unlimited  advantages  to 
the  man  willing  to  work,  he  concluded  to 
bid  adieu  to  the  Fatherland  and  seek  a 
new  home  on  the  boundless  prairies  of 
America.  Accordingly  in  1845  he  set  out 
with  a light  heart  but  an  empty  pocket  for 
the  land  of  promise.  After  landing  he 
came  direct  to  Ohio,  and  to  Black  River 
i township.  Lorain  county,  being  among  the 
very  lirst  German  settlers  of  that  section. 
With  naught  in  the 'world  save  a clear 
head  and  a willing  pair  of  hands,  he  now 
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looked  about  him  for  work,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  secured  the  friendship  of 
Heman  Ely,  Sr.,  who  gave  him  twenty 
acres  of  wild  land  to  clear.  Here  he  put 
up  a log  house,  and  by  hard  labor  suc- 
ceeded in  converting  the  forest  wild  into  a 
pretty  good  farm.  This  he  soon  succeeded 
in  paying  for.  Not  long  afterward  he 
bought  one  hundred  acres  more  at  ten  dol- 
lars  per  acre,  which  he  paid  for  in  four  in- 
stallments. The  many  and  varied  diincul- 
ties  Mr.  Jacobs  had  to  encounter  cannot 
be  appreciated  by  the  present  generation, 
but  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  and  they  were 
not  a few,  he  succeeded  by  industry  and 
perseverance  in  becoming  a comparatively 
wealthy  and  prosperous  farmer,  having 
now  150  acres  of  prime  land. 

Mr.  Jacobs  was  married  in  July,  1842, 
to  Miss  Dora  Smith,  also  a native  of 
Saxony,  and  six  children  were  born  to 
them,  of  five  of  whom  the  following  is  a 
brief  record:  (1)  William  lives  in  Lorain, 
Ohio,  and  has  one  child,  Ermie;  (21  Mag- 
gie is  the  wife  of  Elias  Baumhart,  and 
they  had  six  children:  Della,  Benwill, 
Nelson,  Annina,  Robert,  and  Edward,  who 
died  when  seven  months  old;  (3|  Rosa  is 
the  wife  of  George  Roth,  and  has  four 
daughters;  |4)  Emma  is  yet  living  at 
home;  (5)  Hattie  was  killed  by  lightning 
July  27.  1887. 

Mr.  Jacobs  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church.  They  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  in  July,  1892.  [Since  the 
above  was  written  we  have  received  notice  ; 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Jacobs,  which  occurred 
October  28,  1893,  when  he  was  ao-ed 
seventy-one  years,  eight  months  and  six 
days. — Ed. 


EJ  II.  ALTEX,  junior  member  of  the 
wide-awake  business  firm  of  M.  J. 

; A E.  II.  Alten,  merchant  tailors 
and  dealers  in  full  lines  of  gents’ 

TD 

furnishings,  was  born  in  Avon  township, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  July  10,  1870. 


Mr.  Alten  received  his  education  at  the 
parochial  and  high  school,  working  at 
times  on  his  father’s  farm,  after  which  he 
taught  for  eighteen  months.  He  then  at- 
tended the  Jesuit  College  at  Buffalo,  X.  Y., 
taking  a scientific  and  business  course,  and 
graduating  June  21,  1890.  He  next  pro- 
ceeded to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he  was  book- 
keeper for  the  Belgian  Glass  Works,  six 
months,  or  till  the  assignment  of  the  firm, 
at  which  time  he  went  to  Cleveland  and 
took  lessons  in  merchant  tailoring  at  the 
Cleveland  Cutting  School,  and  graduated 
therefrom.  Then  returning  to  Lorain  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother 
M.  J.  in  their  present  business.  Mr.  Alten 
is  a man  of  superior  education,  and  pos- 
sessed of  good  business  qualifications.  He 
has  an  advantage  in  being  able  to  speak 
German  equally  as  well  as  he  does  English. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


WHLLIAM  IIONECKEB,  proprie- 
‘ tor  of  one  of  the  leadino-  drug 
stores  in  Lorain,  is  a son  of  Rev. 
John  Honecker,  a retired  minis- 
ter of  the  German  Evangelical  Church, 
and  a native  of  Germany.  He  married 
Miss  Christina  Jordan,  and  twelve 
children  were  the  result  of  their  union,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  one  of  twins,  the 
other  (Abraham)  being  a druggist  in 
Cleveland.  It  is  said  the  twin  brothers 
resemble  each  other  very  strongly. 

'William  Honecker,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  was  born  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  in  1802,  and  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  public  schools.  In  1SS7 
he  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati  (Ohio) 
College  of  Pharmacy,  after  which  he  at 
once  located  in  Cleveland,  in  company 
with  his  twin  brother,  they  having  estab 
lished  a drug  store  there,  which  they  car- 
ried on  till  1888,  when  "William  sold  out 
his  interest  therein  to  his  brother,  and  re- 
moved to  Lorain,  where  he  opened  his  pres- 
ent drug  establishment,  in  theconductnm  of 
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which  he  has  met  with  more  than  average 
success.  To  some  extent  lie  is  interested 
in  real  estate. 

Mr.  Iloneeker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Stone,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  German  Evan- 
gelical Church.  In  his  political  predilec- 
tions our  subject  is  a Republican. 


RS.  SARA  E.  GIBSON,  a highly 
respected  lady  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Louisville, 
N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Wright  and 


Betty  (Holmes)  Lewis,  who  were 
married  in  New  York  State,  where  they 
passed  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  Lewis 


family  are  of  Scottish  ancestry. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
her  native  State,  and  attended  school  at 
Rino-liamton,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  mar- 
ried,  in  1865,  to  Henry  B.  Gibson,  a na- 
tive of  Meadville,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
educated.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gibson  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  thence 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  they  resided  a 
number  of  years,  during  which  period  he 
was  engaged  in  the  sewing  machine  busi- 
ness. Later  he  became  manager  of  the 
Hall  Safe  and  Lock  Co.,  and  he  was  also 
connected  with  the  Chicago  Safe  and  Lock 

CT1 

Co.  for  some  time.  He  was  manager  of 
several  different  companies,  being  a shrewd 
business  man,  and  commanded  a salary  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  a year.  lie  died 
March  16,  1891.  In  politics  he  was  a Re- 
publican. A few  years  ago  Mrs.  Gibson, 
while  on  a visit  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
purchased  an  improved  farm  of  thirty-six 
acres,  where  she  now  makes  her  home. 


I 


I 


! 
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Y \ jlLLIAM  KRESS.  The  beautiful 
V 'IX//'  Fatherland,  the  country  of  mag- 
lf/  niticent  mountains,  rivers,  for- 
ests and  plains,  has  given  to  the 
United  States  a vast  population  of  honest, 


toiling,  frugal  citizens,  now  the  loyal  sons 
and  daughters  of  the  greatest  Republic  on 
earth.  In  the  state  of  Ohio  there  are 
many  thousands,  in  Lorain  county  not  a 
few.  and  prominent  among  them  is  num- 
bered the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  Kress  was  born  July  17,  1826, 
in  Hessia,  Germany,  where  he  received  a 
liberal  education.  In  1855  he  set  sail  for 
the  shores  of  America,  and  after  arrival  at 
the  port  of  destination  proceeded  west- 
ward at  once  to  Ohio,  and  to  Lorain 
county,  where  he  commenced  farm  life  in 
Black  River  township.  In  1875  he 
bought  his  present  farm  of  ninety-eight 
acres,  one  of  the  finest  to  be  found  in 
Amherst  township,  and  lie  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinguished reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  successful  German 
agriculturists  in  his  section  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Kress  has  been  tv, ice  married: 
First  time,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Voegler,  who  was  also  a native  of  Ger- 
many. She  died  in  18S9,  and  Mr.  Kress 
subsequently  married  his  present  wife.  He 
has  no  children,  but  he  has  a step- 
daughter. His  political  sympathies  are 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


>Jr\  AVID  CURTICE,  who  for  almost 
j;  I the  past  sixty  years  has  been  a resi- 
JL*/  dent  of  Lorain  county,  is  a native 
of  the  “Empire  State,'5  born  May  -1, 
1812,  in  Cayuga  county. 

His  father,  Ilosea  Curtice,  was  born 
February  13,  1771,  in  Massachusetts,  and 
was  married,  in  1794,  in  his  native  State 
to  Catherine  Moore,  who  was  born  May  7, 
1776.  Shortly  afterward  they  moved  to 
New  York,  locating  near  Syracuse,  where 
four  children-  all  sons— were  born  to 
them,  and  from  there  moved  to  Cayuga 
county,  where  they  remained  forty-two 
years  on  one  farm.  Here  they  had  eight 
more  children- — five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters—making  twelve  in  all,  eleven  of  whom 
lived  to  rear  families,  and  of  whom  our 
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subject  is  the  oldest  one  now  living.  The 
father  mi  grated  to  Ohio  in  1843,  the 
mother  shortly  afterward,  and  here  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days  at  the 
home  of  their  son  David,  where  she  died 
in  1850,  he  in  1803;  they  lie  buried  in 
Center  cemetery.  The  first  of  the  family 
to  locate  in  Ohio  was  a son  .Joel,  who  came 
in  May,  1833,  and  settled  in  LaGrange 
township,  Lorain  county.  On  July  14, 
1839,  Joel  Curtice  was  married,  in  Cayuga 
county,  X.  Y.,  to  Malissa  Allen,  who  died 
in  LaGrange  township  in  1871,  leaving 
four  children,  viz.:  Catherine,  now  Mrs. 
Charles  Hastings,  of  LaGrange;  David  A., 
a farmer  of  LaGrarme;  Morton  IL,  of 
Florida;  and  Barton  E.,  a farmer  of  La- 
Grange. 

David  Curtice  came  to  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  in  October,  1834,  and  hired  out  as 
a farm  hand,  after  working  at  coal  bu  miner 
near  Elyria.  Some  time  later  he  returned 
to  Xew  York  State,  where  he  was  married, 
and  in  1839  he  and  his  wife  came  in  a 
buggy  to  the  home  he  had  prepared  in 


Ohio,  where  his  parents  also  passed  their 
declining  years.  On  their  arrival  in  Ohio 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtice  had  just  seventy-live 
cents  with  which  to  begin  housekeeping, 
lie  had  purchased  one  hundred  acres,  for 
which  he  was  obliged  to  go  in  debt,  but 
he  bravely  set  to  work,  and  from  a start  of 
nothing  prospered ; he  cultivated  and  im- 
proved bis  land,  and  his  hard  labor  and 
unceasing  industry  brought  their  reward, 
for  he  has  added  to  his  property  until  he 
now  has  305  acres  of  excellent  land,  be- 
sides a pleasant  home  in  the  village  of 
LaGrange. 

On  March  10,  1873,  Mr.  Curtice  was 
married  in  Kendall  county.  111.,  for  his 
second  wife,  to  Mrs.  Annie  Pooler,  widow 
of  Otis  Pooler,  who  had  moved  to  Ken- 
dall county,  111.  Mr.  Curtice  is  one  of  the 
best-known  citizens  of  LaGrange,  well-pre- 
served and  active  for  a man  of  his  years. 
Since  1SS3  he  has  lived  retired.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as 
township  trustee,  but  is  not  particularly 
active  in  party  affairs. 
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Chapman,  Abner 678 

Chapman,  C.  B. . . . 1059 

Chapman,  Clayton 1136 

Chapman,  Harlan  P 795 

Chapman,  Mrs.  Isabel  L...  730 

Chapman,  James  W 592 
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Chapman,  .T.  B 1040 
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Clark,  Horace  J 859 

Clark,  Thompson 1133 
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Clifford,  Daniel  C ..1060 

Clifford,  John 1000 

Clifford,  L.  F 1060 
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Clifton,  George 888 

Clifton,  S.  G 888 
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Clough,  Baxter 865 

Clough.  Henry  H 865 

Coates,  Frank  A 840 

Coates,  Stephen 840 

Coghlan,  John  1209 

Cole,  C.  J 1011 

Cole,  S.  G 943 

Cole,  W.  A 943 
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Cone,  Milan ...  1071 
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Cotton,  Charles  W 815 

Cotton,  George  AY 815 

Cotton,  N.  L 1031 
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Cummings,  D.  S 563 
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Hague,  Frederick 1195 
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Day  Family 641 

Deeg,  George  T 1195 

De  Lloyd,  Henry 1098 
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Douglass,  AVilliam 771 
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Faxon  Family 
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Pay,  AY.  I 

. 872 
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..1062 

Finney,  Hev.  Charles  G. . . 

. 691 

Fisher,  David  C 

.1153 

F'islipr  O li 

Fitch,  Edward  S 

. 978 

Flickiuger,  Joseph  B 

.1165 

Folger,  Thomas 

Follansbee,  Herbert  S. . . . 

Follansbee,  AA'.  B 

..  626 

Foot,  Amos 

Foot,  G.  D 

Forthofer,  Peter 

.1110 

Foster,  Albert 

Foster.  E.  C 

.1041 

Foster,  F.  H 

. 778 

Foster,  I.  B 
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Fowl.  Henry 

. . 973 

Fowler,  0.  A 
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Fowler,  51  rs.  C.  A 

..  928 

Fox,  Thomas 

..  987 

Frederick.  Dr.  C.  H 

. 120S 

French,  AVilliam  51 
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Fuller,  AY.  J 

Gannett,  Joseph 

.1043 

Garfield,  Halsey 
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Garford,  Arthur  L 

. 756 

Garford,  George 

Garrett  8 J 
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Gates,  Col.  Nahum  B 

. 519 

Gawn,  Henry  J 

. 951 
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..  951 
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. 951 

Gawn,  Thomas 

...  640 
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.1150 

Gibbs,  Ransom 

. 1150 
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Glenn,  Charles  II 
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Green,  William 838 

Greene,  F.  A 949 

Griflin,  Frederick  A 1014 
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Griswold,  E.  C.., 834 

Griswold  Family 834 

Grote,  J.  W 1180 
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Haserodt,  L.  E 1157 

Hastings,  Curtis  II 1034 

Hastings,  Elizer  G 833 

Hastings,  E.  H .1034 

Hastings,  Wesley 1105 

Hathaway,  John  M 1117 

Haven,  Raymond 953 

Hawke,  John 1045 

Hawke,  William 1202 

Hawkins,  Charles  E 554 

Hawkins,  William 553 

Hecock,  H.  L S77 

Ileldrnyer,  William 667 

Henderson,  J.  T 964 

Herrick,  Hon.  Lucius 714 

Herrick,  Oscar 612 

Hildebrand,  Edward 870 

Hill,  Charles  W 1117 

Hill,  George  E ...  957 

Hill,  J.  C 584 

Hinman,  Judge  Edgar  II. . 762 

Hitchcock,  Henry 999 

Hitchcock,  Henry  El 853 

Hitchcock,  Samuel 999 

Holcomb,  R.  E ....  1066 

Holiday,  E.  R„  M.  D 528 

Holiday  Family 528 

Hulladay,  D.  C 961 

Hollstein,  George 1180 

Honecker,  William 1210 

Hopkins,  C.  F 1003 

Horn,  Lorenz 937 

Horr,  C.  W 650 

Ilorr  Family 647 

Horton,  Charles  II ,,,  916 
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Howard,  S.  V.  R 954 

Howk,  David  630 

Howk,  Hiram  II 630 

Ilowk,  John 922 

Hulbert,  John  W 527 

Humphrey,  J.  0 1191 

H listed,  D.  S 932 

Husted,  H.  G ' 931 

Ives,  Cyrus 703 
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Jackson,  Daniel 796 

Jackson,  Elisha 1196 

Jackson,  Ernest  S 1080 

Jackson,  Ezra  S 767 

Jackson,  George 10S2 

Jackson,  James 796 

Jackson,  Pliny ...1082 
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Jameson,  Joseph  B 1123 

Jameson,  M.  B 1123 

Jameson.  William 1136 

Jaycox,  George 983 

Jay  cox,  James  M 983 

Jefferies,  George  C 712 

Jenue,  Ansel 905 

Jewell,  James 809 

Johnson,  Adelbert  C 581 

Johnson,  David  D 579 

Johnson,  Hen.  E.  G 574 

Johnson,  Frank  I) 1009 

Johnson,  John  H 579 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Mary  E 579 

Johnson,  Hon.  Nathan  P..  962 

Johnson,  William  II 902 

Johnston,  Charles  W 638 

Johnston  Family 638 

Jones,  Mark 1068 

Jones,  Thomas  H 1068 

Joy,  A.  D 981 

Jump,  Mrs.  Julia  C\,  M.  D.  900 

Jump,  R.  E 900 

Juugbluth,  Anton S75 

Meep,  Rev.  John 689 

Kelling,  N 783 

Reiner,  S.  W 1017 

Kelner,  William.. 1017 

King,  Thomas 1076 

King  Family 1076 

Kirkbride,  David  1158 

Kirkbride,  Isaac 1161 

Knellmer,  Jacob 788 

Kolbe,  Adam 897 

Krebs,  W.  J 817 

Kress,  William  1211 

Krohn.  H.  H.  J 1085 

I.ahiff,  John 1203 

Lampman,  M.  H 978 

Lampman,  M.  Z 918 

Lang,  J.H 631 

Lang  Family 631 

Langdon,  William  F 1164 

Lantsbery,  John 1090 

Lapp,  William 1180 

Law,  Jacob 842 

Law,  Mathias 842 

Leasher,  J.  W 1155 

Lee,  C.  F 688 

Lee,  George 688 
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Lehman,  J.  C 863 

Lersch.John 740 

Levagood,  Moses  II 768 

Lincoln,  Mis.  Hannah  N..  702 

Lincoln,  Joseph  H 701 

Line,  Thomas 1009 

Loomis,  E.  F 862 

Loomis,  Richard  N 862 

Lord,  Addison  E 1145 

Lord,  Dr.  Asa  I) 599 

Lord,  Mrs.  E.  W.  R 598 

Loveland,  Leonard  II 755 

Lyon,  George 1046 

McCollum,  Alexander 601 

McConnell,  James 9G0 

McConnell,  W.  R 960 

McLaughlin,  Job n 1188 

McPhail,  C’apt.  Alexander.  941 

McRoberts,  Henry 720 

McRoberts,  Peter 719 

McRoberts,  Pitt 788 

McRoberts,  Volney 721 

Mahan,  Rev.  Asa 691 

Manley,  Fredrick  B 694 

Manley,  Josiah  B. 694 

Manville,  Jerome 883 

Marsh,  Lucius  It 1115 

Marsh,  Richard 1192 

Martin,  F.  W 1055 

Martin,  Jeremiah,  Jr lO’-S 

Martin,  Nathaniel 774 

Martindale,  II.  B 992 

Masten,  Mrs.  John  1 571 

Masteu,  John  1 570 

Mathews,  George 1087 

Maynard,  O.  T.,  VI.  D ....  671 

Meredith,  J.  A 1020 

Meredith,  William 1021 

Merriam,  Robert 699 

Merriam,  William  A 699 

Metcalf,  I.  S 805 

Meyer,  Peter 1096 

Miller,  David 11S6 

Miller,  Glover 1114 

Miller,  John  A 1126 

Miller,  J.  R 973 

Miller,  Peter .1 126 

Mills,  C.  S 1154 

Mills,  Samuel 1154 

Mole,  Henry 798 

Monroe,  James. 644 

Monteitb,  Rev.  John 521 

Mooers,  Alton  II  856 

Mooers,  Pliineas 856 

Moore,  A.  C.,  M.  D 638 

Moore,  O re  n 1 09 6 

Moore,  Tlieron 1114 

Moore,  Truman 1114 

Morehouse,  Max 799 

Morgan.  Rev.  John 698 

Morse,  Levi 533 

Mountain,  John 633 

Moysey,  D.  R 1146 

Mull,  Joseph  H 774 

Mumford,  T.  If... 842 

Mussey,  Henry  E 663 

Myers,  Jacob 977 

Myers,  Mathias,  ..........  983 
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IVaylor,  Samuel 1072 

Nelson,  ]NI rs.  Frances  H...  537 

Nelson,  'I'homas  L 534 

Nicholl,  E.  II  1005 

Nichols,  A.  W ....  743 

Nichols,  Arthur  IV  805 

Nichols,  I).  C 701 


Nichols,  George  E 581 

Nichols,  .lames 701 
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Nichols,  Mrs.  Nettie 805 

Nichols,  ().  S 820 

Nichols.  Reuben 581 
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Norton,  E 982 
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Ogilvie,  Johnson 1206 
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Ostrander,  Peter 1198 
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Parker,  II . M„  A.  31 064 

Parker,  J.  B 1101 

Peabody,  Andrew 810 

Peabody,  Elnathan 810 

Peabody,  Harvey  31 1149 

Peck,  D.  J 1150 

Peck,  Harmon 980 

Peck,  Noah  H 980 

Pelton,  Alvin 597 

Pelton,  David  C 775 

Pelton,  Floyd  31  775 

Perry,  Richard  DeWitt. . . . 822 

Pfeil,  Rev.  Nicholas 90S 

Phelou,  Tasso  D 1028 

Phelps,  Joseph 1130 

Phelps,  31.  W 1130 

Phillips,  William  II 752 

Pierce,  F.  W 893 


Piter,  Henry 1147 

Pitts,  E.  W 717 

Pitts,  William 717 

Plato,  Henry  A 974 

Plato,  John  E 9S4 

Pomroy,  Richard  W SOI 

Pond,  Slartin  W 629 

Pond  Family 624 

Porter,  Alexander 1127 

Porter,  John 944 

Porter,  William 944 

Pounds,  31.  A 683 

Powell,  Calvin 847 

Powell, William  S 847 

Pratt,  L.  B 81S 

Prentice,  Hiram 1050 

Prentice,  M’illiam 1051 

Preston,  Chester  A OSS 

Preston,  William 1183 

Itawson,  David  A 942 

Rawson,  Griudall 942 

Reamer,  C.  A 989 
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Iledfern,  Benjamin 1004 

Redfern,  James  II 788 

Iledfern,  Robert 1108 

Redington,  H.  G 994 

Keed,  J.  IP 1 170 

Reed,  J.  L 1095 

Reefy,  Frederick  S 800 
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Remington,  J.  II 1007 

Rice,  Abram 711 

Rice,  Fenelon  B 080 
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Rice,  J.  J 1172 

Rice,  V.  E 1173 

Richmond,  A.  J 1020 

Richmond,  Lester, J, 950 

Riley,  John,  Jr 999 

Rimbach,  Henry . ...  701 

Rininger,  W illiam 910 

Ritzenthaler,  Philip 1146 

Roach,  John 936 

Roach,  Thomas 930 

Robbins,  G . H 002 

Robson,  Edwin 906 

Rock  wood,  David 841 

Rock  wood,  F.  3V 841 

Rock  wood,  Henry  S 728 

Rock  wood,  Samuel  S 727 

Root,  Azariah  S.,  A.  31 11S7 

Root,  II.  D 816 


Root,  Legrand 952 

Root,  Oresten 810 

Ross,  Isaac  B 1089 

Rowland,  Aaron 572 

Rowland,  S.  W 572 


Rowley,  F.  A 699 

Sage,  Calvin 1078 

Salisbury,  Joseph 921 

Salisbury,  Robert 921 

Sampsell,  3Irs.  E.  C 057 

Sampsell,  J.  V.,  31.  D 642 

Sampsell,  Paul  W.,  31.  D. . 654 

Sanders,  Allen 1049 

Sawyer,  D.  L 992 

Saxton,  Elisha 929 

Saxton.  3Villiam  H 929 

Saye,  John 970 

Sayles,  William  A .10S6 

Schaible,  Jacob 1102 

Schaible,  Jacob  E 1103 

Schmidt.  Rev.  J.  A. . . ....  781 

Schott,  George 1177 

Schramm,  John 1150 

Schramm,  Peter ,.1155 

Schuler,  E.  C .1081 

Schuller,  Peter 843 

Schwartz,  David 1187 

Schwartz,  Jacob 1125 

Schwarz,  Christian 948 


Scott,  John 593 

Scott,  Walter 593 

Sears,  George  L 904 

Sears,  L.  L 1042 

Seely,  Cornelius 754 

Seely,  Humphrey  S 754 

Seely,  Jloreil  E 753 

Seelye,  Cornelius 1024 

Seely e,  J.  31 1023 


Semple,  H.  W 
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